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CHAPTER  I. 

PIFTH  CAMPAIGN  OPENS. 

Thebe  were  yet,  to  the  world's  surprise  and  regret, 
Three  Campaigns  of  this  War;  but  the  Campaign  1760, 
which  we  are  now  upon,  was  what  produced  or  rendered 
possible  the  other  two ; — was  the  crisis  of  them,  and  is 
now  the  only  one  that  can  require  much  narrative  from 
us  here.'    Ill-luck,  which,  Friedrich  complains,  had  fol- 
lowed him  like  his  shadow,  in  a  strange  and  fateful 
manner,  from  the  day  of  Kunersdorf  and  earlier,  does 
not  yet  cease  its  sad  company;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
for  long  months  to  come,  is  more  constant  than  ever, 
baffling  every  effort  of  his  own,  and  from  the  distance 
sending  him  news  of  mere  disaster  and  discomfiture. 
It  is  in  this  Campaign,  though  not  till  far  on  in  it,  that 
the  long  lane  does  prove  to  have  a  turning,  and  the 
Fortune  of  War  recovers  its  old  impartial  form.     After 
which,  things  visibly  languish :  and  the  hope  of  ruining 
such  a  Friedrich  becomes  problematic,  the  effort  to  do 
it  slackens  also ;  the  very  will  abating,  on  the  Austrian 
part,  year  by  year,  as  of  course  the  strength  of  their 
resources  is  still  more  steadily  doing.     To  the   last, 
Friedrich,  the  weaker  in  material  resources,  needs  all 
his  talent, — all  his  luck  too.     But,  as  the  strength,  on 
both  sides,  is  fast  abating, — ^hard  to  say  on  which  side 
fester  (Friedrich's  talent  being  always  infixed  quantity, 
while  all  else  is  fluctuating  and  vanishing), — ^what  re- 
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mains  of  the  once  terrible  Affair,  through  Campaigns 
Sixth  and  Seventh,  is  like  a  race  between  spent  horses, 
little  to  be  said  of  it  in  comparison.  Campaign  1760  is 
the  last  of  any  outward  eminence  or  greatness  of  event. 
Let  us  diligently  follow  that,  and  be  compendious  with 
the  remainder. 

Friedrich  was  always  famed  for  his  Marches;  but, 
this  Year,  they  exceeded  all  calculation  and  example ; 
and  are  still  the  admiration  of  military  men.  Can  there 
by  no  method  be  some  distant  notion  afforded  of  them 
to  the  general  reader?  They  were  the  one  resource 
Friedrich  had  left,  against  such  overwhelming  supe- 
riority in  numbers;  and  they  came  out  like  surprises 
in  a  theatre, — ^unpleasantly  surprisiug  to  Dauu.  Done 
with  such  dexterity,  rapidity,  and  inexhaustible  con- 
trivance and  ingenuity,  as  overset  the  schemes  of  his 
enemies  again  and  again,  and  made  his  one  army  equi- 
valent in  effect  to  their  three. 

Evening  of  April  25th,  Friedrich  rose  from  his 
Freyberg  cantonments;  moved  back,  that  is,  northward, 
a  good  march;  then  encamped  himself  between  Elbe 
and  the  Hill-Country;  with  freer  prospect  and  more 
elbow-room  for  work  coming.  His  left  is  on  Meissen 
and  the  Elbe;  his  right,  at  a  VUlage  called  the  Kat- 
zenhauser,  an  uncommonly  strong  camp,  of  which  one 
often  hears  afterwards;  his  centre  camp  is  at  Sclilettau,* 
which  also  is  strong,  though  not  to  such  a  degree^ 
This  line  extends  from  Meissen  southward  about  10 
miles,  commanding  the  Reich-ward  Passes  of  the  Metal 
Mountains,  and  is  defensive  of  Leipzig,  Torgau  and  the 
Towns  thereabouts.^  Katzenhauser  is  but  a  mile  or 
two  from  Krogis — ^that  unfortunate  VUlage  where  Finck 

^  Map  at  end  of  Book  XX.  ^  Tempelhof^  iv.  16  et  seq. 
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got  his  Maxen  Order :  "  Er  weiss^ — You  know  I  can't 
"  stand  having  difficulties  raised;  manage  tp  do  it!" 

Friedrich's  task,  this  Year,  is  to  defend  Saxony; 
Prince  Henri  having  undertaken  the  Russians, — Prince 
Henri  and  Fouquet,  the  Russians  and  Silesia.  Clearly 
on  very  uphill  terms,  both  of  them:  so  that  Friedrich 
finds  he  will  have  a  great  many  things  to  assist  in, 
besides  defending  Saxony.  He  lies  here  expectant  till 
the  middle  of  June,  above  seven  weeks ;  Daim  also,  for 
the  last  two  weeks,  having  taken  the  field  in  a  sort.  In 
a  sort; — ^but  comes  no  nearer;  merely  posting  himself 
astride  of  the  Elbe,  half  in  Dresden,  half  on  the  oppo- 
site or  northern  bank  of  the  River,  with  Lacy  thrown 
out  ahead  in  good  force  on  that  vacant  side ;  and  so 
waiting  the  course  of  other  people's  enterprises. 

Well  to  eastward  and  rearward  of  Daun,  where  we 
have  seen  Loudon  about  to  be  very  busy,  Prince  Henri 
and  Fouquet  have  spun  themselves  out  into  a  long 
chain  of  posts,  in  length  300  miles  or  more,  'from 
'  Landshut,  along  the  Bober,  along  the  Queiss  and 
'  Oder,  through  the  Neumark,  abutting  on  Stettin  and 
'  Colberg,  to  the  Baltic  Sea.'^  On  that  side,  in  aid  of 
Loudon  or  otherwise,  Daun  can  attempt  nothing;  still 
less  on  the  Katzenhauser-Schlettau  side  can  he  dream 
of  an  attempt :  only  towards  Brandenburg  and  Berlin, 
— ^the  Country  on  that  side,  50  or  60  miles  of  it,  to 
eastward  of  Meissen,  being  vacant  of  troops, — ^is  Daim's 
road  open,  were  he  enterprising,  as  Friedrich  hopes  he 
is  not.  For  some  two  weeks,  Friedrich, — not  ready 
otherwise,  it  being  difficult  to  cross  the  River,  if  Lacy 
with  his  30,000  should  think  of  interference, — ^had  to 
leave  the  cunctatory  Feldmarschall  this  chance  or  un- 
likely possibility.     At  the   end   of  the   second  week 

«  Tempelhof,  iv.  21-24. 
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(*  June  14th/  as  we  shall  mark  by  and  by),  the  chance 
was  withdrawn. 

Daun  and  his  Lacy  are  but  one,  and  that  by  no 
means  the  most  harassiag,  of  the  many  cares  and  anx- 
ieties which  Friedrich  has  upon  him  in  those  Seven 
Weeks,  while  waiting  at  Schlettau,  reading  the  omens. 
Never  hitherto  was  the  augury  of  any  Campaign  more 
indecipherable  to  him,  or  so  continually  fluctuating  with 
wild  hopes,  which  proved  visionary,  and  with  huge  prac- 
tical fears,  of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  real  likelihood* 
"Peace  coming?"  It  is  strange  how  long  Friedrich 
clings  to  that  fond  hope  :  "  My  Edelsheim  is  in  the 
Bastille,  or  packed  home  in  disgrace :  but  wiU  not  the 
English  and  Choiseul  make  Peace?  It  is  Choiseul's 
one  rational  course ;  bankrupt  as  he  is,  and  reduced  to 
spoons  and  kettles.  In  which  case,  what  a  beautiful 
effect  might  Duke  Ferdinand  produce,  if  he  marched  to 
Eger,  say  to  Eger,  with  his  50,000  Germans  (Britannic 
Majesty  and  Pitt  so  gracious),  and  twitched  Daun  by 
the  skirt,  whirling  Daun  home  to  Bohemia  in  a  hurry  !'* 
Then  the  Turks;  the  Danes, — "Might  not  the  Danes 
send  us  a  trifle  of  Fleet  to  Colberg  (since  the  English 
never  will),  and  keep  our  Russians  at  bay?" — "At 
lowest  these  hopes  are  consolatory,"  says  he  once,  sus- 
pecting them  aU  (as,  no  doubt,  he  often  enough  does), 
"  and  give  us  courage  to  look  calmly  for  the  opening 
of  this  Campaign,  the  very  idea  of  widch  has  made  me 
shudder  !"3 

Meanwhile,  by  the  end  of  May,  the  Russians  are 
come  across  the  Weichsel  again,  lie  in  four  camps  on 
the  hither  side;  start  about  June  1st; — Henri  waiting 

»  *  To  Prince  Henri :'  in  ScMhiing,  iL  246  (3d  Apidl  1760) ;  ib.  263  (of 
the  Doimsh  outlook) ;  &c.  &e. 
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for  them,  in  Sagan  Country  his  headquarter ;  and  on 
both  hands  of  that,  Fouquet  and  he  spread  out,  since 
the  middle  of  May,  in  their  long  thin  Chain  of  Posts, 
fixHn  Landshut  to  Colberg  again,  like  a  thin  wall  of 
300  miles.  To  Friedrich  the  Russian  movements  are, 
and  have  been,  full  of  enigma:  "  Going  upon  Colberg? 
Going  upon  Glogau;  upon  Breslau?"  That  is  a  heavy- 
footed  certauity,  audibly  tramping  forward  on  us,  amid 
these  fond  visions  of  the  air !  Certain  too,  and  visible 
to  a  duller  eye  than  Friedrich's ;  Loudon  in  Silesia  is 
meditating  mischief.  "  The  inevitable  Russians,  the  in- 
evitable Loudon;  and  nothing  but  Fouquet  and  Henri 
en  guard  there,  with  their  long  thin  chain  of  posts,  in- 
finitely too  thin  to  do  any  execution !"  thinks  the  King. 
To  whom  their  modes  of  operating  are  but  little  satis- 
fectory,  as  seen  at  Schlettau  from  the  distance.  "  Con- 
dense yourself,"  urges  he  always  on  Henri;  "go  for- 
ward on  the  Russians;  attack  sharply  this  Corps,  that 
Corps,  while  they  are  still  separate  and  cai  march!" 
Henri  did  condense  himself,  ^  took  post  between  Sagan 
and  Sprottau;  post  at  Frankfurt,' — poor  Frankfurt,  is 
it  to  have  a  Kunersdorf  or  Zomdorf  every  year,  then? 
No;  the  cautious  Henri  never  could  see  his  way  into 
these  adventures;  and  did  not  attack  any  Corps  of  the 
Rusfiians.  Took  post  at  Landsberg  ultimately, — the 
Russians,  as  usual,  having  Posen  as  place-of-arms, — 
and  vigilantly  watched  the  Russians,  without  coming 
to  strokes  at  all.  A  spectacle  growing  gradually  in- 
tolerable to  the  King,  though  he  tries  to  veil  his 
feelings. 

Neither  was  Fouquet's  plan  of  procedure  well  seen 
by  Friedrich  in  the  distance.  Ever  since  that  of  Re- 
giment Manteu£fel,  which  was  a  bit  of  disappointment, 
Loudon  has  been  quietly  industrious  on  a  bigger  scale. 
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25th  April— 15th  June  1760. 

Privately  he  cherishes  the  hope,  being  a  swift  vehement 
enterprising  kind  of  man,  to  oust  Fouquet;  and  perhaps 
to  have  Glatz  Fortress  taken,  before  his  Eussians  come ! 
In  the  very  end  of  May,  Loudon,  privately  aiming  for 
Glatz,  breaks  in  upon  Silesia  again, — a  long  way  to 
eastward  of  Fouquet,  and  as  if  regardless  of  Glatz. 
Upon  which,  Fouquet,  in  dread  for  Schweidnitz  and 
perhaps  Breslau  itself,  hastened  down  into  the  Plain 
Country,  to  manoeuvre  upon  Loudon ;  but  foimd  no 
Loudon  moving  that  way;  and,  in  a  day  or  two,  learned 
that  Landshut,  so  weakly  guarded,  had  been  picked 
up  by  a  big  corps  of  Austrians ;  and  in  another  day  or 
two,  that  Loudon  (June  7th)  had  blocked  Glatz, — 
Loudon's  real  intention  now  clear  to  Fouquet.  As  it 
was  to  Friedrich  from  the  first ;  whose  anger  and  asto- 
nishment at  this  loss  of  Landshut  were  great,  when  he 
heard  of  it  in  his  Camp  of  Schlettau.  "  Back  to  Lands- 
hut," orders  he  (11th  June,  three  days  before  leaving 
Schlettau);  "neither  Schweidnitz  nor  Breslau  are  in 
danger:  it  is  Glatz  the  Austrians  mean"  (as  Fouquet 
and  all  the  world  now  see  they  do!);  "watch  Glatz; 
retake  me  Landshut  instantly !" 

The  tone  of  Friedrich,  which  is  usually  all  friend- 
liness to  Fouquet,  had  on  this  occasion  something  in 
it  which  offended  the  pimctual,  and  rather  peremptory 
Spartan  mind.  Fouquet  would  not  have  neglected 
Glatz;  pity  he  had  not  been  left  to  his  own  methods 
with  Landshut  and  it.  Deeply  hurt,  he  read  this 
Order  (16th  June) ;  and  vowing  to  obey  it,  and  nothing 
but  tV,  used  these  words,  which  were  remembered  after- 
wards, to  his  assembled  Generals:  ^^Meine  Herren^  it 
"  appears,  then,  we  must  take  Landshut  again.  Lou- 
"  don,  as  the  next  thing,  will  come  on  us  then  with  his 
"  mass  of  force;  and  we  must  then,  like  Prussians,  hold 
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16th-18th  June  1760. 

"  out  as  long  as  possible,  think  of  no  surrender  on  open 
"  field,  but  if  even  beaten,  defend  ourselves  to  the  last 
"  man.  In  case  of  a  retreat,  I  wiU  be  one  of  the  last 
"  that  leaves  the  field :  and  should  I  have  the  misfortune 
"  to  survive  such  a  day,  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour 
"  never  to  draw  a  Prussian  sword  more."*  This  speech 
of  Fouquet's  (June  16th)  w^  two  days  after  Friedrich 
got  on  march  from  Schlettau.  June  17th,  Fouquet  got 
to  Landshut ;  drove  out  the  Austrians  more  easily  than 
he  had  calculated,  and  set  diligently,  next  day,  to  repair 
his  works,  writing  to  Friedrich :  "  Your  Majesty's  Order 
shall  be  executed  here,  while  a  man  of  us  lives."  Fou- 
quet, in  the  old  Crown-Prince  time,  used  to  be  called 
Bayard  by  his  Royal  friend.  His  Royal  friend,  now 
darker  of  face  and  scathed  by  much,  ill-weather,  has 
just  quitted  Schlettau,  three  days  before  this  recovery 
of  Landshut;  and  wiU  not  have  gone  far  till  he  again 
hear  news  of  Fouquet. 

Night  of  June  14^A-15^A,  Friedrich,  *  between  Zehren 
and  Zabel,'  several  miles  down  stream, — his  bridges 
now  aU  ready,  out  of  Lacy's  cognisance, — ^has  suddenly 
crossed  Elbe ;  and  next  afternoon  pitches  camp  at 
Broschwitz,  which  is  straight  towards  Lacy  again.  To 
Lacy's  astonishment ;  who  is  posted  at  Moritzburg,  with 
headquarter  in  that  beautiful  Country-seat  of  Polish 
Majesty, — only  10  miles  to  eastward,  should  Friedrich 
take  that  road.  Broschwitz  is  short  way  north  of  Meis- 
sen^ and  lies  on  the  road  either  to  Grossenhayn  or  to 
Radeburg  (Radeburg  only  four  miles  northward  of 
Lacy),  as  Friedrich  shall  see  fit,  on  the  morrow.  For 
the  Meissen  north  road  forks  off  there,  in  those  two 
directions ;  straight  northward  is  for  Grossenhayn,  right 
*  Stenzel,  v.  239. 
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15th.l8th  June  1760. 

band  is  for  Radeburg.  Most  interesting  to  Lacy,  which 
of  these  forks,  what  is  quite  optional,  Friedricb  will 
take !  Lacy  is  an  alert  man ;  looks  well  to  himself ; 
warns  Daun;  and  will  not  be  caught  if  he  can  help  it. 
Daim  himself  is  encamped  at  Reichenberg,  within  two 
miles  of  him,  inexpugnably  entrenched  as  usual;  and 
the  danger  surely  is  not  great :  nevertheless  both  these 
Generals,  wise  by  experience,  keep  their  eyes  open. 

The  First  great  Feat  of  Marching  now  follows,  on 
Friedrich's  part;  with  little  or  no  result  to  Friedrich; 
but  worth  remembering,  so  strenuous,  so  fruitless  was 
it, — so  barred  by  ill-news  from  without!  Both  this 
and  the  Second  stand  recorded  for  us,  in  brief  intelli- 
gent terms  by  Mitchell,  who  was  present  in  both ;  and 
who  is  perfectly  exact  on  every  point,  and  intelligible 
throughout, — ^if  you  will  read  him  with  a  Map;  and 
divine  for  yourself  what  the  real  names  are,  out  of  the 
inhuman  blotchings  made  of  them,  not  by  Mitchell's 
blame  at  all.^ 

Tuesday^  June  17<A,  second  day  of  Friedrich's  stay 
at  Broschwitz,  Mitchell,  in  a  very  confidential  Dialogue 
they  had  together,  learned  from  him,  under  seal  of 
secrecy.  That  it  was  his  purpose  to  march  for  Radeburg 
tomorrow  morning,  and  attack  Lacy  and  his  30,000, 
who  lie  encamped  at  Moritzburg  out  yonder;  for  which 
step  his  Majesty  was  pleased  further  to  show  Mitchell  a 
little,  what  the  various  inducements  were :  '  One  Rus- 

*  sian  Corps  is  aiming  as  if  for  Berlin;  the  Austrian» 

*  are  about  besieging  Glatz, — ^pressing  need  that  Fou- 
'  quet  were  reinforced  in  his  Silesian  post  of  difficulty. 
'  Then  here  are  the  Reichs-people  close  by;  can  be  in 

*  Dresden  three  days  hence,  joined  to  Daun:  80,000 
^  odd  there  will  then  be  of  Enemies  in  this  part :  I  must 

*  Mitchell,  Memoirs  and  Fapers,  iL  160  et  seq. 
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'  beat  Lacy,  if  possible,  while  time  still  is !' — and  ended 
by  saying:  "Succeed  here,  and  all  may  yet  be  saved; 
"  be  beaten  here,  I  know  the  consequences :  but  what 
**can  I  do?  The  risk  must  be  run;  and  it  is  now 
"  smaller  than  it  wiU  ever  again  be." 

Mitchell,  whose  account  is  a  fortnight  later  than  the 
Dialogue  itself,  does  confess,  '  My  Lord,  these  reasons, 

*  though  unhappily  the  thing  seems  to  have  failed,  "  ap- 
'  pear  to  me  to  be  solid  and  unanswerable." '  Much 
more  do  they  to  Tempelhof,  who  sees  deeper  into  the 
bottom  of  them  than  Mitchell  did;  and  finds  that  the 
feilure  is  only  superficial.^  The  real  success,  thinks 
Tempelhof,  would  be.  Could  the  King  manoeuvre  him- 
self into  Silesia,  and  entice  a  cunctatory  Daun  away 
with  him  thither.  A  cunctatory  Daun  to  preside  over 
matters  ihere^  in  his  superstitiously  cautious  way;  leav- 
ing Saxony  fi'ee  to  the  Eeichsfolk, — ^whom  a  Hiilsen,  left 
with  his  small  remnant  in  Schlettau,  might  easily  take 
charge  of,  till  Silesia  were  settled?    '  The  plan  was  bold, 

*  was  new,  and  completely  worthy  of  Friedrich,'  votes 
Tempelhof;    'and  it  required  the  most  consummate 

*  delicacy  of  execution.  To  lure  Daun  on,  always  with. 
'  the  prospect  opened  to  him  of  knocking  you  on  the 

*  head,  and  always  by  your  rapidity  and  ingenuity  to 
'take  care  that  he  never  got  it  done.'  This  is  Tem- 
peBiors  notion:  and  this,  sure  enough,  was  actually 
Friedrich's  mode  of  management  in  the  weeks  follow- 
ing ;  though  whether  already  altogether  planned  in  his 
head,  or  only  gradually  planning  itself,  as  is  more  likely, 
nobody  can  say.  We  will  look  a  very  little  into  the 
execution,  concerning  which  there  is  no  dubiety : 

Wedne9day^  l%ih  June,  ^Friedrich,*  as  predicted  to  Mitchell, 
tfie  night  before,  *  did  start  punctually,  in  three  columns,  at  3^ 
•  MitcheD,  ii.  160  (Despfttch,  *  June  30th,  1760')  ;  Tempelhof,  iv.  44. 
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19th  June  1760. 
A.m/  (Sun  just  rising) ;  *  and,  after  a  hot  march,  got  encamped 

*  on  the  southward  side  of  Radeburg :  ready  to  cross  the  Eodem 

*  Stream  there,  tomorrow,  as  if  intending  for  the  Lausitz'  (should 
that  prove  needful  for  alluring  Lacy), — ^  and  in  the  mean  while, 

*  very  inquisitive  where  Lacy  might  be.  One  of  Lac/s  out- 
^  posts,  those  Saxon  light  horse,  was  fallen  in  with ;  was  chased 

*  home,  and  Lac/s  camp  discovered,  that  night.    At  Bemsdorf, 

*  not  three  miles  to  southward  or  right  of  us ;  Daun  only  another 
^  three  to  south  of  him.    Let  us  attack  Lacy  tomorrow  morning ; 

*  wind  round  to  get  between  Daun  and  him,'^ — ^with  fit  arrange- 
^  ments ;  rapid  as  light !  Li  the  King's  Tent,  accordingly,  his 
^  Generals  are  assembled  to  take  their  Orders ;  brief,  distinct, 
^  and  to  be  done  with  brevity.  And  all  are  on  the  move  for 
^  Bemsdorf  at  4  next  morning ;  when,  behold, — 

Thursday  19^A,  ^  At  Bemsdorf,  there  is  no  Lacy  to  be  found. 
^  Cautious  Daun  has  ordered  hiin  in, — ^and  not  for  Lac/s  sake, 

*  as  appears,  but  for  his  own  :  "  Hitherward,  you  alert  Lacy ;  to 
^  cover  my  right  flank  here,  my  Hill  of  Keichenberg, — ^lest  it 

*  be  not  impregnable  enough  against  that  feline  enemy  P  And 
'  there  they  have  taken  post,  say  60,000  against  30,000 ;  and 

*  are  palisading  to  a  quite  extraordinary  degree.  No  fight  pos- 
^  sible  with  Lacy  or  Daun.' 

This  is  what  Mitchell  counts  the  failure  of  Friedrich's  enter- 
prise :  and  certainly  it  grieved  Friedrich  a  good  deal.  Who,  on 
riding  out  to  reconnoitre  Reichenberg  (Quintus  Icilius  and  Bat- 
talion Qaintua  part  of  his  escort,  if  that  be  an  interesting  circum- 
stance), finds  Eeichenberg  a  plainly  unattackable  post ;  finds,  by 
Daun's  rate  of  palisading,  that  there  will  be  no  attack  from 
Daun  either.  No  attack  from  Daun; — and,  therefore,  that 
Hiilsen's  people  may  be  sent  home  to  Schlettau  again ;  and  that 
he,  Friedrich,  will  take  post  close  by,  and  wearisomely  be  con- 
tent to  wait  for  some  new  opportimity. 

Which  he  does  for  a  week  to  come ;  Daun  sitting  impreg- 
nable, entrenched  and  palisaded  to  the  teeth, — ^rather  wishing  to 
be  attacked,  you  would  say;  or  hopeful  sometimes  of  doing 
something  of  the  Hochkirch  sort  again  (for  the  country  is  woody, 
and  the  enemy  audacious); — at  all  events,  very  clear  not  to 

'  Tempelhot  iv.  47-49. 
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attack.  A  man  erring,  sometimes  to  a  notable  degree,  by  over- 
caution.  *  Could  hardly  have  failed  to  overwhelm  Friedrich's 
'  small  force,  had  he  at  once,  on  Friedrich's  crossing  the  Elbe^ 
'  joined  Lacy,  and  gone  out  against  him,'  thinks  Tempelhof  , 
pointing  out  the  form  of  operation  too.^  Caution  is  excellent; 
but  not  quite  by  itself.  Would  caution  alone  do  it,  an  Army 
all  of  Druidic  whinstones,  or  innocent  clay-sacks,  incapable  of 
taking  hurt,  would  be  the  proper  one  I — ^Daun  stood  there ; 
Friedrich  looking  daily  into  him, — ^visibly  in  ill-humour,  says 
Mitchell;  and  no  wonder;  gloomy  and  surly  words  coming  out 
of  him,  to  the  distress  of  his  Glenerals:  "which  I  took  the 
liberty  of  hinting,  one  evening,  to  his  Majesty ;"  hint  graciously 
received,  and  of  effect  perceptible,  at  least  to  my  imagining. 

Wednesday^  June  25th,  After  nearly  a  week  of  this,  there 
rose,  towards  sunset,  all  over  the  Reichenberg,  and  far  and  wide, 
an  exuberant  joy-firing:  "For  what  in  the  world  I"  thinks 
Friedrich.  Alas,  your  Majesty, — since  your  own  messenger  has 
not  arrived,  nor  indeed  ever  will,  being  picked  up  by  Pandours, 
— ^here,  gathered  from  the  Austrian  outposts  or  deserters,  are 
news  for  you,  fatal  enough  I  Landshut  is  done ;  Fouquet  and 
his  valiant  13,000  are  trodden  out  there.  Indignant  Fouquet 
has  obeyed  you,  not  wisely  but  too  well.  He  has  kept  Landshut 
six  nights  and  five  days.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  day,  here 
is  what  bef  el : 

^Landshut,  Mcmday  23d  Junej  About  a  quarter  to  2  in  the 
"  morning,  Loudon,  who  had  gathered  31,000  horse  and  foot  for 
"  the  business,  and  taken  his  measures,  fired  aloft,  by  way  of 
"  signal,  four  howitzers  into  the  gray  of  the  sunmier  morning ; 
"  and  burst  loose  upon  Fouquet,  in  various  columns,  on  his 
"  southward  front,  on  both  flanks,  ultimately  in  his  rear  too : 
"  colonms  all  in  the  height  of  fighting  humour,  confident  as  three 
"  to  one, — and  having  brandy  in  them,  it  is  Ukewise  said.  Fou- 
"  quet  and  his  people  stood  to  arms,  in  the  temper  Fouquet  had 
"  vowed  they  would :  defended  their  Hills  with  an  energy,  with 
"  a  steady  skill,  which  Loudon  himself  admired ;  but  their  Hill- 
"  works  would  have  needed  thrice  the  number ; — ^Fouquet,  by  de- 
"  taching  and  otherwise,  has  in  arms  only  10,680  men.   Toughly 

•  Tempelhof,  iv.  42,  48. 
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26th  June— 2d  July  1760. 
"  as  they  strove,  after  partial  successes,  they  began  to  lose  one 
^^  IHl,  and  then  another ;  and  m  the  course  of  hours,  nearly  all 
^  their  Hills.  Landshut  Town  Loudon  had  taken  from  them, 
^  Landshut  and  its  roads :  in  the  end,  the  Prussian  position  is 
"becoming  permeable,  plainly  tmtenable; — Austrian  force,  is 
"  moving  to  their  rearward  to  block  the  retreat, 

**  Seeing  which  latter  fact,  Fouquet  throws  out  all  his  Ca- 
^*  valry,  a  poor  1,500,  to  secure  the  Passes  of  the  Bober ;  himself 
"  forms  square  with  the  wrecks  of  his  Lifantry ;  and,  at  a  steady 
**  step,  cuts  way  for  himself  with  bayonet  and  bullet.  With 
"  singular  success  for  some  time,  in  spite  of  the  odds.  And  is 
"  clear  across  the  Bober ;  when  lo,  among  the  knolls  ahead, 
"  masses  of  Austrian  Cavalry  are  seen  waiting  him,  besetting 
"  every  passage !  Even  these  do  not  break  him ;  but  these,  with 
"  infantry  andjcannon  coming  up  to  help  them,  do.  Here,  for 
^  some  time,  was  the  fiercest  tug  of  all, — ^till  a  bullet  having 
*^  killed  Fouquet's  horse,  and  carried  the  General  himself  to  the 
"  ground,  the  spasm  ended.  The  Lichnowsld  Dragoons,  a  famed 
^  Austrian  regiment,  who  had  charged  and  again  charged  with 
"  nothing  but  repulse  on  repidse,  now  broke  in,  all  in  a  foam  of 
*^  rage ;  cut  furiously  upon  Fouquet  himself ;  wounded  Fouquet 
*^  thrice ;  would  have  killed  him,  had  it  not  been  for  the  heroism 
"  of  poor  Trautschke,  his  Groom"  (let  us  name  the  gallant  fellow, 
even  if  unpronounceable),  "  who  flung  himself  on  the  body  of 
^  his  Master,  and  took  the  bloody  strokes  instead  of  him ;  shriek- 
"  ing  his  loudest,  ^  Will  you  murder  the  Commanding  General, 
"  then !'  Which  brought  up  the  Colonel  of  Lichnowski ;  a 
"  Gentleman  and  Eitter,  abhorrent  of  such  practices.  To  him 
"  Fouquet  gave  his  sword ; — ^kept  his  vow  never  to  draw  it  again. 

"The  wrecks  of  Fouquet's  Infantry  were,  many  of  them, 
"  massacred,  no  quarter  given ;  such  the  unchivalrous  fury  that 
"  had  risen.  His  Cavalry,  with  the  loss  of  about  500,  cut  their 
^^  way  through.  They  and  some  stragglers  of  Foot,  in  whole 
^^  about  1,500  of  both  kinds,  were  what  remained  of  those  10,680 
"  after  this  bloody  moming^s  work.  There  had  been  about  six 
"  hours  of  it ;  'all  over  by  8  o'clock.'  "^ 

»  Hofbericht  von  der  am  23  Junius  1760  hey  Landshuih  vorgefallenen 
Action  (in  Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  ii.  669-671) ;  Helden-GeschichU^  vi.  258- 
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Fouqaet  has  obeyed  to  the  letter :  ^  Did  not  mj  King  wrong 
met"  Fouquet  may  say  to  himself.  Truly,  Herr  General,  yowr 
Sangi's  Order  was  a  little  imwise;  as  yon  (who  were  on  the 
ground,  and  your  King  not)  knew  it  to  be*  An  unwise  Order  ;-•- 
perhaps  not  inexcusable  in  the  sudden  circumstances.  And  per- 
haps a  still  more  perfect  Bayard  would  have  preferred  obeying 
such  a  King  in  spirit,  rather  than  in  letter,  and  thereby  doing 
him  vital  service  against  his  temporary  willt  It  is  not  doubted 
but  Fouquet,  left  to  himself  and  his  13,000,  with  the  Fortresses 
and  Garrisons  about  him,  would  have  maintained  himself  in 
l^esia  till  help  came.  The  issue  is, — ^Fouquet  has  probably  lost 
this  fine  King  his  Silesia,  for  the  time  being;  and  beyond  any 
question,  has  lost  him  10,000  Prussian-Spartan  fighters,  and  a 

fine  General  whom  he  could  ijl  spare ! ^In  a  word,  the  Gate 

of  Silesia  is  burst  open;  and  Loudon  has  every  prospect  of 
tsQdng  Glatz,  which  will  keep  it  so. 

What  a  thTmderl)olt  for  Friedrich !  One  of  the  last 
pillars  struck  away  from  his  tottering  affairs.  "  Inevit- 
able, then?  We  are  over  with  it,  then?"  One  may 
fancy  Friedrich's  reflexions.  But  he  showed  nothing 
of  diem  to  anybody;  in  a  few  hours,  had  his  mind 
composed,  and  new  plans  on  the  anvil.  On  the  mor- 
row of  that  Austrian  Joy-Firing, — ^morrow,  or  some 
day  close  on  it  (ought  to  have  been  dated,  but  is 
not), — ^there  went  from  him,  to  Magdeburg,  the  Order : 
"  Have  me  such  and  such  quantities  of  Siege- Artillery  in 
a  state  of  readiness."^^  Already  meaning,  it  is  thought, 
or  contemplating  as  possible  a  certain  Siege,  which 
surprised  everybody  before  long!  A  most  inventive, 
enterprising  being ;  no  end  to  his  contrivances  and 
miexpected  outbreaks;  especially  when  you  have  him 

284 ;  Tempdliof,  iv.  26-41 ;   Stenzel,  v.  241  (who,  by  oversiglit,— this 
Y<^iime  being  poflthumous  to  poor  Stenzel, — ^protracts  the  action  to  ^  half - 
past  7  in  the  evening^). 
»  Tempelhof,  iv.  51. 
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jammed  into  a  comer,  and  fancy  it  is  all  over  with 
him! 

*  To  no  other  General/  says  Tempelhof,  'would  such 

*  a  notion  of  besieging  Dresden  have  occurred;  or  if  it 
'  had  suggested  itself,  the  hideous  difficulties  would  at 

*  once  have  banished  it  again ;  or  left  it  only  as  a  pious 
'  wish.     But  it  is  strokes  of  this  kind  that  characterise 

*  the  great  man.     Often  enough  they  have  succeeded, 

*  been  decisive  of  great  campaigns  and  wars,  and  become 
'  splendid  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind ;  sometimes,  as  in 

*  this  case,  they  have  only  deserved  to  succeed,  and  to 

*  be  splendid  in  the  eyes  of  judges.     How  get  these 

*  masses  of  enemies  lured  away,  so  that  you  could  try 

*  such  a  thing?     There  lay  the  difficulty;  insuperable 

*  altogether,  except  by  the  most  fine  and  appropriate 
'  treatment.  Of  a  truth,  it  required  a  connected  series 
'  of  the  wisest  measures,  and  most  secret  artifices  of 

*  war ; — ^and,  withal,  that  you  should  throw  over  them 

*  such  a  veil  as  would  lead  your  enemy  to  see  in  them 

*  precisely  the  reverse  of  what  they  meant.     How  all 

*  this  was  to  be  set  in  action,  and  how  the  Enemy's 

*  own  plans,  iutentions,  and  moods  of  mind  were  to  be 

*  lised  as  raw  material  for  attainment  of  your  object, — 
'  studious  readers  will  best  see  in  the  manoeuvres  of  the 

*  King  in  his  now  more  than  critical  condition;  which 
'  do  certainly  exhibit  the  completest  masterpiece  in  the 

*  Art  of  leading  Armies  that  Europe  has  ever  seen.' 

Tempelhof  is  well  enough  aware,  as  readers  should 
continue  to  be,  that,  primarily,  and  onward  for  three 
weeks  more,  not  Dresden,  but  the  getting  to  Silesia 
on  good  terms,  is  Friedrich's  main  enterprise :  Dresden 
only  a  supplement  or  substitute,  a  second  string  to  his 
bow,  tiU  the  first  fail.  But,  in  effect,  the  two  enter- 
prises or  strings  coincide,  or  are  one,  till  the  first  of 
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them  fail;  and  Tempelhof  s  eulogy  will  apply  to  either. 
The  initiatory  step  to  either  is  a  Second  Feat  of  March- 
ing;— still  notabler  than  the  former,  which  has  had  this 
poor  issue.  Soldiers  of  the  studious,  or  scientific  sort, 
if  there  are  yet  any  such  among  us,  will  naturally  go 
to  Tempelhof,  and  fearlessly  encounter  the  ruggedest 
Documents  and  Books,  if  Tempelhof  leave  them  dubious 
on  any  point  (which  he  hardly  will)  :  to  ingenuous 
readers  of  other  sorts,  who  will  take  a  little  pains  for 
understanding  the  thing,  perhaps  the  following  inter- 
mittent far-off  glimpses  may  suffice.^^ 

On  ascertainiDg  the  Landshut  disaster,  Friedrich  falls  back 
a  little ;  northward  to  Gross-Dobritz :  "  Possibly  Daun  will  think 
us  cowed  by  what  has  happened;  and  may  try  something  on 
us  ?"  Daxm  is  by  no  means  sure  of  this  cowed  phenomenon,  or 
of  the  retreat  it  has  made ;  and  tries  nothing  on  it ;  only  rides 
up  daily  to  it,  to  ascertain  that  it  is  there ;  and  diligently  sends 
out  parties  to  watch  the  North-eastward  parts,  where  run  the 
Silesian  Roads.  After  about  a  week  of  this,  and  some  disap- 
pointments, Friedrich  decides  to  march  in  earnest.  There  had, 
one  day,  come  report  of  Lac/s  being  detached,  Lacy  with  a 
strong  Division,  to  block  the  Silesian  roads ;  but  that,  on  trial, 
proved  to  be  false.  "  Pshaw,  nothing  for  us  but  to  go  ourselves !" 
concludes  Friedrich, — and,  July  Isty  sends  off  his  Bakery  and 
Heavy  Baggage;  indicating  to  Mitchell,  "Tomorrow  morning 
at  3  r — ^Here  is  Mitchell's  own  account ;  accurate  in  every  par- 
ticular, as  we  find  :^^ 

Wednesdai/y  July  2d,  *  From  Gross-Dobritz  to  Quosdorf — 
(to  Quosdorf,  a  poor  Hamlet  there,  not  Quojsdorf,  as  many 
write,  which  is  a  Town  far  enough  from  there) — ^the  Army 

*  marched,  accordingly.     In  two  columns ;  baggage,  bakery  and 

*  artillery  in  a  third ;  through  a  Coimtiy  extremely  covered  with 

>i  Mitchell,  ii.  162  et  seq. ;  and  Tempelhof  (iy.  50-53  et  seq.),  as  a 
MiBntific  check  on  Mitchell,  or  unconscious  fellow- witness  with  him, — 
agreeing  beautifully  almost  always. 

»  Mitchell,  iL  164 ;  Tempelhof,  iv.  54. 
VOL.  VI.  C 
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*  wood.    Were  attacked  by  some  Uhlans  and  Hussars ;  whom  a 

*  few  cannon-shot  sent  to  the  rpad  again.  March  lasted  from  3  in 

*  the  morning  to  3  in  the  afternoon ;'  twelve  long  hours.  ^  Went 
^  north-eastward  a  space  of  20  miles,  leaving  Radeburg,  much 

*  more  leaving  Eeichenberg,  Moritzburg  and  the  Daun  quarters 
'  well  to  the  right,  and  at  last  quite  to  rearward ;  crossed  the 
'  Roder,  crossed  the  Pulsnitz,'  small  tributaries  or  sub-tributaries 
of  the  Elbe  in  those  parts;  *  crossed  the  latter  (which  divides 
'  Meissen  from  the  Lausitz)  partly  by  the  Bridge  of  Krakan, 

*  first  Village  in  the  Lausitz.    Headquarter  was  the  poor  Ham- 

*  let  of  Quosdorf,  a  mile  farther  on.  "  This  march  had  been 
'*  carefully  kept  secret,"  says  Mitchell ;  "  and  it  was  the  opinion 
*^  of  the  most  experienced  Officers,  that,  had  the  Enemy  disco- 
*^  vered  the  King  of  Prussia's  design,  they  might,  by  placing 
^  their  light  troops  in  the  roads  with  proper  supports,  have  ren- 
^  dered  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable."' 

Daun  very  early  got  to  know  of  Friedrich's  departure,  and 
whitherward ;  which  was  extremely  interesting  to  Daun :  "Aims 
to  be  in  Silesia  before  me;  will  cut  out  Loudon  from  his  fine 
prospects  on  Glatz  f — and  had  instantly  reinforced,  perhaps  to 
20,000,  Lacj^'s  Division ;  and  ordered  Lacy,  who  is  the  neai»st 
to  Friedrich's  March,  to  start  instantly  on  the  skirts  of  said 
March,  and  endeavour  dihgently  to  trample  on  the  same.  Foi 
the  purpose  of  harassing  said  March,  Lacy  is  to  do  whatever  he 
with  safety  can  (which  we  see  is  not  much :  ^  a  few  Uhlans  and 
Hussars') ;  at  lowest,  is  to  keep  it  constantly  in  sight ;  and  always 
encamp  as  near  it  as  he  dare ;" — Daun  himself  girding  up  his 
loins ;  and  preparing,  by  a  short  cut,  to  get  ahead  of  it  in  a  day 
or  two.  Lacy  was  alert  enough,  but  could  not  do  much  with 
safety :  a  few  Uhlans  and  Hussars,  that  was  all ;  and  he  is  now 
encamped  somewhere  to  rearward,  as  near  as  he  dare. 

Thursday  J  Zd  July.     ^  A  rest-day ;  Army  resting  about  Kra- 

*  kau,  after  such  a  spell  through  the  woody  moors.     The  Kin^ 

*  with  small  escort,  rides  out  reconnoitering,  hither,  thither,  on 

*  the  southern  side  or  Lacy  quarter :  to  the  top  of  the  Keulen- 
'  berg  {Bludgeon  IRll)^  at  last, — ^which  is  ten  or  a  dozen  miles 
^  from  Krakau  and  Quosdorf,  but  conunands  an  extensive  view. 

"  Tempelhof,  iv.  54. 
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'  Towns,  village-belfries,  courses  of  streams ;  a  country  of  mossy 

*  -woods  and  wild  agricultures,  of  bogs,  of  shaggy  moor.     South- 

*  ward  10  miles  is  Radeberg'  (not  Badebz^g,  observe) ;  *  yonder 
^  is  the  town  of  Puknitz  on  our  stream  of  Pulsnitz ;  to  south- 

*  east,  and  twice  as  far,  is  Bischof swerda,  chasmy  Stolpen  (too 

*  wdl  known  to  us  before  this) :  behind  us,  Konigsbriick,  Kbt 
'  menz  and  the  road  from  Grossenhayn  to  Bautzen :  these  and 
^  many  other  places  memorable  to  this  King  are  discoverable 

*  £nom  Bludgeon  Hill.    But  the  discovery  of  discoveries  to  him 

*  is  Liacy's  Camp, — not  very  far  off,  about  a  mile  behind  Puis- 
'  nitz ;  clearly  visible,  at  Lichtenberg  yonder.  Which  we  at 
'  once  determine  to  attack ;  which,  and  the  roads  to  which,  are 

*  the  one  object  of  interest  just  now, — ^nothing  else  visible,  as  it 

*  were,  on  the  top  of  the  Keulenberg  here,  or  as  we  ride  home- 
^ward,  meditating  it  with  a  practical  view.  "IVlarch  at  mid- 
'  night,'*  that  is  the  practical  result  arrived  at,  on  reaching  home.' 

l*iidayy  July  AtL  ^  Since  the  stroke  of  midnight  we  are  all 
^  on  march  again ;  nothing  but  the  baggages  and  bakeries  left' 
(with  Quintus  to  watch  them,  which  I  see  is  his  conunon  func- 
tion in  these  marches) ;  ^  King  himself  in  the  Vanguard, — ^who 
^ hopes  to  give  Lacy  a  salutation."  "The  march  was  full  of 
^defiles,"  says  Mitchell:  and  Mitchell,  in  his  carriage,  knew 
*' little  what  a  region  it  was,  with  boggy  intricacies,  lakelets, 
'  tangly  thickets,  stocks  and  stumps ;  or  what  a  business  to  pass 

*  with  heavy  cannon,  baggage-wagons,  and  columns  of  men  I 
'  Such  a  march ;  and  again  not  far  from  20  miles  of  it :  veiy 
<  hot^  as  the  morning  broke,  in  the  breathless  woods.     Had  Lacy 

*  known  what  kind  of  ground  we  had  to  march  in,  and  been  en- 

*  terprising — !  thinks  Tempelhof .  The  march  being  so  retarded, 
■  *  Lacy  got  notice  of  it,  and  vanished  quite  away, — ^to  Bischof  s- 

*  werda,  I  beUeve,  and  the  protecting  neighbourhood  of  Daun. 

*  Nothing  of  him  left  when  we  emerge,  simultaneously  from  this 
^  hand  and  horn  that,  on  his  front  and  on  his  rear,  to  take  him 
^  as  in  a  vice,  as  in  the  sudden  snap  of  a  fox-trap ; — ^f ox  quite 
'  gone.  Hardly  a  few  hussars  of  him  to  be  picked  up ;  and  no 
'  chase  possible,  after  such  a  march.' 

>«  Tempelhof,  iv.  56. 
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Friedrich  had  done  everything  to  keep  himself  secret :  but 
Lacy  has  endless  Pandours  prowling  about ;  and,  I  suppose,  the 
Country-people  (in  the  Lausitz  here,  who  ought  to  have  loyalty) 
are  on  the  Lacy  side.  Friedrich  has  to  take  his  disappointment. 
He  encamps  here,  on  the  Heights,  headquarter  Pidsnitz, — ^till 
Quintus  come  up  with  the  baggage,  which  he  does  punctually, 
but  not  till  nightfall,  not  till  midnight  the  last  of  him. 

Saturday  J  July  5th,  ^  To  the  road  again  at  3  A.M.  Again  to 
^  northward,  to  Kloster  (Cloister)  Marienstem,  a  15  miles  or  so, 
'  — headquarter  in  the  Cloister  itself.     Daun  had  set  off  for 

*  Bautzen,  with  his  50  or  60,000,  in  the  extremest  push  of  haste, 
^  and  is  at  Bautzen  this  night ;  ahead  of  Friedrich,  with  Lacy 
^  as  rearguard  of  him,  who  is  also  ahead  of  Friedrich,  and  safe 
^  at  Bischof swerda.  A  Daun  hastening  as  never  before.  This 
^  news   of  a  Daun   already  at  Bautzen   awakened  Friedrich's 

*  utmost  speed :  "  Never  do,  that  Daim  be  in  Silesia  before  us ! 

*  Indispensable  to  get  ahead  bf  Bautzen  and  him,  or  to  be  wait- 
^  ing  on  the  flank  of  his  next  march !"   Accordingly, 

Sundayy  July  Gthy  ^  Friedrich,  at  3  A.M.,  is  again  in  motion  ; 
^  in  three  colunms,  streaming  forward  all  day :  straight  eastward, 
^  Daun-ward.  Intends  to  cross  the  Spree,  leaving  Bautzen  to 
^  the  right ;  and  take  post  somewhere  to  north-east  of  Bautzen, 

*  and  on  the  flank  of  Daun.  The  windless  day  grows  hotter  and 
^  hotter ;  the  roads  are  of  loose  sand,  full  of  jungles  and  impedi- 
^  ments.  This  was  such  a  march  for  heat  and  difficulty  as  the 
^  King  never  had  before.  In  front  of  each  Column  went  wagons 
^  with  a  few  pontoons ;   there  being  many  brooks   and  little 

*  streams  to  cross.     The  soldier,  for  his  own  health's  sake,  is 

*  strictly  forbidden  to  drink ;  but  as  the  burning  day  rose  higher, 

*  in  the  sweltering  close  march,  thirst  grew  irresistible.  Crossing 
'  any  of  these  Brooks,  the  soldiers  pounce  down,  irrepressible, 

*  whole  ranks  of  them ;  lift  water,  clean  or  dirty ;  drink  it 
'  greedily  from  the  brim  of  the  hat.     Sergeants  may  wag  their 

*  tongues  and  their  cudgels  at  discretion :  "  showers  of  cudgel- 
^^  strokes,"  says  Archenholtz ;  Sergeants  going  like  threshers  on 
^  the  poor  men ; — "  though  the  upper  Officers  had  a  touch  of 
^^  mercy,  and  affected  not  to  see  this  disobedience  to  the  Sergeants 
"  and  their  cudgels,"  which  was  punishable  with  death.    War  is 
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*  not  an  over-fond  Mother,  but  a  suflSciently  Spartan  one,  to  her 

*  Sons.  There  dropt  down,  in  the  march  that  day,  105  Prussian 
'  men,  who  never  rose  again.    And  as  to  intercepting  Daun 

*  by  such  velocity, — ^Daun  too  is  on  march ;  gone  to  Gorlitz,  at 
^  almost  a  faster  pace,  if  at  a  far  heavier, — like  a  cart-horse  on 
^  gallop ;  faring  still  worse  in  the  heat :  ^^  200  of  Daxm's  men 
^^  died  on  the  road  this  day,  and  300  more  were  invalided  for 
« life."^* 

*  Before  reaching  the  Spree,  Friedrich,  who  is  in  the  Van- 

*  guard,  hears  of  this  Gorlitz  March,  and  that  the  bird  is  flown. 

*  For  which  he  has,  therefore,  to  devise  straightway  a  new  expe- 

*  dient :  "  Wheel  to  the  right ;  cross  Spree  farther  down,  holding 

*  towards  Bautzen  itself,"  orders  Friedrich.    And  settles  within 

*  two  miles  of  Bautzen ;  his  left  being  at  Doberschiitz, — on  the 
'  strong  ground  he  held  after  Hochkirch,  while  Daim,  two  years 
^  ago,  sat  watching  so  quiescent.  Daun  knows  what  kind  of 
^  march  these  Prussians,  blocked  out  from  relief  of  Neisse,  stole 
'  on  him  iheriy  and  saved  their  Silesia,  in  spite  of  his  watching 

*  and  blocking; — ^and  has  plunged  off,  in  the  manner  of  a  cart- 
^  horse  scared  into  galloping,  to  avoid  the  like.'  What  a  Sabbath- 
da/s  journey,  on  both  sides,  for  those  Sons  of  War  1  Nothing 
in  the  Boman  times,  though  they  had  less  baggage,  comes  up 
to  such  modem  marching :  nor  is  this  the  fastest  of  Friedrich's, 
though  of  Daun's  it  unspeakably  is.     ^  Friedrich,  having  missed 

*  Daun,  is  thinking  now  to  whirl  round,  and  go  into  Lacy, — 

*  which  will  certainly  bring  Daun  back,  even  better. 

*  This  evening,  accordingly,  Ziethen  occupies  Bautzen;  sweeps 

*  out  certain  Lacy  precursors,  cavalry  in  some  strength,  who  are 

*  there.     Lacy  has  come  on  as  far  as  Bischof swerda :  and  his 

*  Horse-people  seem  to  be  wide  ahead ;  provokingly  pert  upon 

*  Friedrich's  outposts,  who  determines  to  chastise  them,  the  first 

*  thing  tomorrow.    Tomorrow,  as  is  very  needful,  is  to  be  a  rest- 

*  day  otherwise.    For  Friedrich's  wearied  people,  a  rest-day;  not 

*  at  all  for  Daun's,  who  continues  his  heavy-footed  galloping  yet 

*  another  day,  and  another,  till  he  get  across  the  Queiss,  and 
^  actually  reach  Silesia. 

>*  TempeHiof,  iv.  58 ;  Archenholtz,  ii.  68 ;  Mitchell,  ii  166. 
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Monday y  July  7th.  *  Best-day^  accordingly,  in  Bautzen  neigh- 

*  bourhood ;  nothing  passing  but  a  curious  Skirmish  of  Horse, — 
^  in  which  Friedrich,  who  had  gone  westward  reconnoitering, 
^  seeking  Lacy,  had  the  main  share,  and  was  notably  situated 
^  for  some  time^  Godau,  a  small  town  or  village,  six  miles  west 
^  of  Bautzen,  was  the  scene  of  this  notable  passage :  actors  in 
^  it  were  Friedrich  himself,  on  the  Pl*ussian  part ;  and,  on  the 
'  Austrian,  by  degrees  Lac/s  Cavalry  almost  in  whole.  Lac/s 
'  Cavalry,  what  Friedrich  does  not  know,  are  all  in  those  neigh- 
^  bourhoods :  and  no  sooner  is  Qodau  swept  clear  of  them,  than 
^  they  return  in  greater  numbers,  needing  to  be  again  swept ; 
^  and,  in  fact,  they  gradually  gather  in  upon  him,  in  a  singular 
^  and  dangerous  nlanner,  after  his  first  successes  on  them,  and 

*  before  his  Infantry  have  time  to  get  up  and  support. 

^  Friedrich  was  too  impatient,  in  this  provoking  little  haggle, 
^  arresting  him  here.  He  had  ordered  on  the  suitable  Battalion 
^  with  cannon ;  but  hardly  considers  that  the  Battalion  itself  is 
^  six  miles  off, — ^not  to  speak  of  the  Order,  which  is  galloping  on 

*  horseback,  not  going  by  electricity : — ^the  impatient  Friedrich 

*  had  slashed  in  at  once  upon  Godau,  taken  above  100  prisoners ; 

*  but  is  astonished  to  see  the  slashed  people  return,  with  Saxon- 
'  Dragoon  regiments,  all  manner  of  regiments,  reinforcing  them. 

*  And  has  some  really  dangerous  fencing  there ; — tissuing  in  dan- 
^  gerous  and  curious  pause  of  both  parties ;  who  stand  drawn  up, 

*  scarcely  beyond  pistol-shot,  and  gazing  into  one  another,  for  I 

*  know  not  how  many  minutes ;  neither  of  them  daring  to  move 
^  off,  lest,  on  the  instant  of  turning,  it  be  charged  and  over- 
^  whelmed.    As  the  impatient  Friedrich,  at  last,  almost  was, — 

*  had  not  his  Infantry  just  then  got  in,  and  given  their  cannon- 

*  salvo.     He  lost  about  200,  the  Lacy  people  hardly  so  many ; 

*  and  is  now  out  of  a  considerable  personal  jeopardy,  which  is 
^  still  celebrated  in  the  Anecdote-Books,  perhaps  to  a  mythical 

*  extent.  "Two  Uhlans"  (Saxon -Polish  Light-Horse)  "with 
^  their  truculent  pikes,  are  just  plunging  in,"  say  the  Anecdote- 
Books  :  "  Friedrich's  Page,  who  had  got  unhorsed,  sprang  to  his 
"  feet,  bellowed  in  Polish  to  them :  '  What  are  you  doing  here, 
"  fellows  f  '  Excellenz'  (for  the  Page  is  not  in  Prussian  uni- 
"  form,  or  in  uniform  at  all,  only  well-dressed),  ^  Excellenz,  our 
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"  horses  ran  away  with  us,'  answer  the  poor  fellows ;  and  whirl 
"  hadL  rapidly." '     The  story,  says  Retzow,  is  true.^^ 

This  is  the  one  event  of  July  7th, — and  of  July  8th  withal ; 
which  day  also,  on  news  of  Daun  that  come,  Friedrich  rests. 
Up  to  July  8th,  it  is  clear  Friedrich  is  shooting  with  what  we 
called  the  first  string  of  his  bow, — intent,  namely,  on  Silesia. 
Nor,  on  hearing  that  Daun  is  forward  again,  now  hopelessly 
ahead,  does  he  quit  that  enterprise;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to- 
morrow morning,  July  9th,  tries  it  by  a  new  method,  as  we  shall 
see :  method  cunningly  devised  to  suit  the  second  string  as  well. 
**How  lucky  that  we  have  a  second  string,  in  case  of  failure  I" — 

Tuesday  J  Sth  July.  *  News  that  Daun  reached  Gorlitz  yester- 

*  night ;  and  is  due  tonight  at  Lauban,  fifty  miles  ahead  of  us : 

*  — no  hope  now  of  reaching  Daxm.  Perhaps  a  sudden  clutch 
*at  Lacy,  in  the  opposite  direction,  might  be  the  method  of 
'  recalling  Daun,  and  reaching  him  t  That  is  the  method  faHea 
'upon. 

^  Son  being  set,  the  drums  in  Bautzen  sound  tattooy — audible 
'  to  listening  Croats  in  the  Environs ; — beat  tatiooy  and,  later  in 
'  the  ni^t,  other  passages  of  drum-music,  also  for  Croat  behoof 
'  (ffeneralrmarch  I  think  it  is) ;  indicating  That  we  have  started 

*  agai%  in  pursuit  of  Daun.    And,  in  short,  every  precaution 

*  bdng  taken  to  soothe  the  mind  of  Lacy  and  the  Croats,  Fried- 

*  rich  silently  issues,  with  his  best  speed,  in  Three  columns,  by 
^  Three  roads,  towards  Lac/s  quarters,  which  go  from  that  vil- 
^lage  of  Godau  westward,  in  a  loose  way,  several  miles.     In 

'  three  columns,  by  three  routes,  all  to  converge,  with  punctu-  ^ 

*  ality,  on  Lacy.  Of  the  columns,  two  are  of  Infantry,  the 
'  leftmost  and  the  rightmost,  on  each  hand,  hidden  as  much  as 

*  possible ;  one  is  of  Cavalry  in  the  middle.     Coming  on  in  this 

*  manner — ^like  a  pair  of  triple-pincers,  which  are  to  grip  simul- 

*  taneously  on  Lacy,  and  astonish  him,  if  he  keep  quiet.    But 

*  Lacy  is  vigilant,  and  is  cautious  almost  in  excess.  Learning  by 
<  his  Pandours  that  the  King  seems  to  be  coming  this  way.  Lacy 
'  gathers  himself  on  the  instant ;  quits  Godau,  by  one  in  the 
'morning;  and  retreats  bodily,  at  his  fastest  step,  to  Bischofs- 

*  werda  again ;  nor  by  any  means  stops  there.'^^  * 

»  Eetzow,  ii.  215.  "  Tempelhof,  iv.  61-63. 
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For  the  third  time !  "  Three  is  lucky,"  Friedrich  may- 
have  thought:  and  there  has  no  precaution,  of  drum- 
music,  of  secrecy  or  persuasive  finesse,  been  neglected 
on  Lacy.  But  Lacy  has  ears  that  hear  the  grass  grow : 
our  elaborately  accurate  triple-pincers,  closing  simulta- 
neously on  Bischofswerda,  after  eighteen  miles  of  sweep, 
find  Lacy  flown  again ;  nothing  to  be  caught  of  him  but 
some  80  hussars.  All  this  day  and  all  next  night,  Lacy 
is  scouring  through  the  western  parts  at  an  extraor- 
dinary rate ;  halting  for  a  camp,  twice  over,  at  diflFer- 
ent  places, — Dilrre  Fuchs  {Thirsty  Fox)^  Durre  Biihle 
{Tldrsty  Sweetheart)^  or  wherever  it  was;  then  again 
taking  wing,  on  sound  of  Prussian  parties  to  rear;  in 
short,  hurrying  towards  Dresden  and  the  Reichsfolk, 
as  if  for  life. 

Lacy's  retreat,  I  hear,  was  ingeniously  done,  with 
a  minimum  of  disorder  in  the  circumstances:  but  cer- 
tainly it  was  with  a  velocity  as  if  his  head  had  been  on 
fire;  and,  indeed,  they  say  he  escaped  annihilation  by 
being  off  in  time.  He  put  up  finally,  not  at  Thirsty 
Sweetheart,  still  less  at  Thirsty  Fox,  successive  Hamlets 
and  Public  Houses  in  the  sandy  Wilderness  which  lies  to 
north  of  Elbe,  and  is  called  Dresden  Heath ;  but  further 
on,  in  the  same  Tract,  at  Weisse  Hirsch  (  White  Hart) ; 
which  looks  close  over  upon  Dresden,  within  two  miles 
or  so;  and  is  a  kind  of  Height,  and  military  post  of 
advantage.  Next  morning,  July  10th,  he  crosses  Dres- 
den Bridge,  comes  streaming  through  the  City ;  and 
takes  shelter  with  the  Reichsfolk  near  there : — towards 
Plauen  Chasm ;  the  strongest  ground  in  the  world ;  hardly 
strong  enough,  it  appears,  in  the  present  emergency. 

Friedrich's  first  string,  therefore,  has  snapt  in  two; 
but,  on  the  instant,  he  has  a  second  fitted  on: — may 
that  prove  luckier ! 
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CHAPTER  11. 

ERIEDRICH   BESIEGES  DRESDEN. 

From  and  after  the  Evening  of  Wednesday  July  9th,  it 
is  upon  a  Siege  of  Dresden  that  Friedrich  goes ; — ^turn- 
ing the  whole  war-theatre  topsy-turvy ;  throwing  Daun, 
Loudon,  Lacy,  everybody  out^  in  this  strange  and  sud- 
den manner.  One  of  the  finest  military  feats  ever  done, 
thinks  Tempelhof.  Undoubtedly  a  notable  result  so 
fer,  and  notably  done;  as  the  impartial  reader  (if  Tem- 
pelhof be  a  little  inconsistent)  sees  for  himself.  These 
truly  are  a  wonderful  series  of  marches,  opulent  in 
continual  promptitudes,  audacities,  contrivances ; — done 
with  shining  talent,  certainly;  and  also  with  result 
shining,  for  the  moment.  And  in  a  Fabulous  Epic  I 
think  Dresden  would  certainly  have  fallen  to  Friedrich, 
and  his  crowd  of  enemies  been  left  in  a  timibled  con- 
dition. 

But  the  Epic  of  Reality  cares  nothing  for  such  con- 
siderations; and  the  time  allowable  for  capture  of  Dres- 
den is  very  brief.  Had  Daun,  on  getting  warning,  been 
as  prompt  to  return  as  he  was  to  go,  frankly  fronting  at 
once  the  chances  of  the  road,  he  might  have  been  at 
Dresden  again  perhaps  within  a  week, — ^no  Siege  pos- 
sible for  Friedrich,  hardly  the  big  guns  got  up  from 
Magdeburg.  But  Friedrich  calculated  there  would  be 
veiy  considerable  fettling  and  haggling  on  Daun's  part; 
say  a  good  Fortnight  of  Siege  allowed; — and  that,  by 
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dead-lift  effort  of  all  hands,  the  thing  was  feasible 
within  that  limit.  On  Friedrich's  part,  as  we  can 
fancy,  there  was  no  want  of  effort;  nor  on  his  people's 
part, — in  spite  of  his  complainings,  say  Retzow  and  the 
Opposition  party ;  who  insinuate  their  own  private  belief 
of  impossibility  from  the  first.  Which  is  hot  confirmed 
by  impartial  judgments, — that  of  Archenholtz,  and 
others  better.  The  truth  is,  Friedrich  was  within  an 
inch  of  taking  Dresden  by  the  first  assault, — ^they  say 
he  actually  could  have  taken  it  by  storm,  the  first  day ; 
but  shuddered  at  the  thought  of  exposing  poor  Dresden 
to  sack  and  plunder;  and  hoped  to  get  it  by  capitu- 
lation. 

One  of  the  rapidest  and  most  furious  Sieges  any- 
where on  record.  Filled  Europe  with  astonishment, 
expectancy,  admiration,  horror : — must  be  very  brieflly 
recited  here.  The  main  chronological  epochs,  salient 
points  of  crisis,  and  successive  phases  of  occurrence, 
will  sufficiently  indicate  it  to  the  reader's  fancy. 

^It  was  Thursday  Evening  10th  July,  when  Lacy  got  to  his 
•^  Eeichsf  oik,  and  took  breath  behind  Plauen  Chasm.    Maguire 

*  is  Governor  of  Dresden.     The  consternation  of  garrison  and 

*  population  was  extreme.  To  Lacy  himself  it  did  not  seem 
'conceivable  that  Friedrich  could  mean  a  Siege. of  Dresden. 

*  Friedrich,  that  night,  is  beyond  the  River,  in  Daun's  old  im- 

*  |Mregnability  of  Eeichenberg :    "  He  has  no  siege-artillery,'' 

*  thinks  Lacy ;  "  no  means,  no  time." 

'  Nevertheless,  Saturday,  next  day  after  tomorrow, — ^behold, 

*  there  is  Hiilsen,  come  from  Schlettau  to  our  neighbourhood,  oa 
'  our  Austrian  side  of  the  Eiver.  And  at  Kaditz  yonder,  a  mile 
'  below  Dresden,  are"*  not  the  Bang's  people  building  their  Pon- 

*  toons ;  in  march  since  2  in  the  morning,— evidently  coming 

*  across,  if  not  to  besiege  Dresden,  then  to  attack  us ;  which  is 

*  perhaps  worse  I    We  outnumber  them, — ^but  as  to  trying  fight 

*  in  any  form!    Zweibriick  leaves  Maguire  an  additional  10,000 ; 
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^  — every  help  and  encouragement  to  Maguire ;  whose  garrison  is 
^now  14,000 :  "Be  of  conrage,  Excellenz  Magnire !     Nobody  is 

*  better  skilled  in  siege-matters.     Feldmarschall  and  rehef  will 

*  be  here  with  despatch  T — ^and  withdraws,  Lacy  and  he,  to  the 

*  edge  of  the  Pima  Country,  there  to  be  well  ont  of  harm's  way. 

*  Lacy  and  he,  it  is  thought,  would  perhaps  have  got  beaten, 

*  trying  to  save  Dresden  from  its  misery.     Lac/s  orders  were, 

*  Not  on  any  terms  to  get  into  fighting  with  Friedrich,  but  only 

*  to  cover  Dresden.    Dresden,  without  fighting,  has  proved  im- 

*  possible  to  cover,  and  Lacy  leaves  it  bare.'^ 

*'At  Kaditz,**  says  Mitchell,  "where  the  second  bridge  of 
"  boats  took  a  great  deal  of  time,  I  was  standing  by  his  Majesty, 
^  whrai  news  to  the  above  effect  came  across  from  General  Hiil- 
**  sen.  The  King  was  highly  pleased ;  and,  turning  to  me,  said : 
•*Just  what  I  wished!  They  have  saved  me  a  very  long 
**  march'  (round  by  Dippoldiswalde  or  so,  in  upon  the  rear  of 

*  them)  *by  going  of  will.'  And  immediately  the  Eling  got  on 
** horseback;  ordering  the  Army  to  follow  as  fast  as  it  could,"* 
'Through  Preisnitz,  Plauen-ward,  goes  the  Army;  circling 
'  round  the  Western  and  the  Southern  side  of  Dresden'  (a  dread 
spectacle  from  the  walls) ;  *  across  Weistritz  Brook  and  the 
*Plauen  Chasm'  (comfortably  left  vacant);  'and  encamps  on 

*  the  South-eastern  side  of  Dresden,  at  Gruna,  behind  the  Great 
^Garden;  ready  to  begin  business   on   the  morrow.     Gruna, 

*  about  a  mile  to  south-east  of  Dresden  Walls,  is  headquarter 
'  during  this  Siege. 

*  Through  the  night,  the  Prussians  proceed  to  build  batteries, 

*  the  best  they  can ; — ^there  is  no  right  siege-artillery  yet ;  a  few 

*  accidental  howitzers  and  25-pounders,  the  rest  mere  field-guns ; 

*  — but  tomorrow  morning,  be  as  it  may,  business  shall  begin. 

*  Prince  von  Holstein'  (nephew  of  the  Holstein  Beck,  or  "  Hol- 
stein  SUver-Plate^  whom  we  lost  long  ago),  *  from  beyond  the 

*  Biver,  encamped  at  the  White  Hart  yonder,  is  to  play  upon  the 
'  Neustadt  simultaneously. 

SuTiday  14^, '  At  6  A.M.,  cannonade  began ;  dihgent  on  Hol- 

*  stein's  part  and  ours ;  but  of  inconsiderable  effect.  Maguire 
'has  been  summoned:  "Will"  (with  such  a  garrison,  in  spite  of 

>  Tempelhof,  iv.  65.  «  Mitchell,  ii.  168. 
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^  such  trepidations  from  the  Court  and  others)  "  defend  himself 
"  to  the  last  man."  Free-Corps  people'  (not  Quintus's,  who  is 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Kiver),'  *  with  regulars  to  rear,  advance 

*  on  the  Pirna  Gate ;  hurl  in  Maguire's  Out-parties ;  and  had 
'  near  got  in  along  with  them, — ^might  have  done  so,  they  and 
^  their  supports,  it  is  thought  by  some,  had  storm  seemed  the 

*  recommendable  method. 

^For  four  days,  there  is  livelier  and  livelier  cannonading; 
^  new  batteries  getting  opened  in  the  Moschinska  Garden,  and 

*  other  points ;   on  the  Prussian  part,  great  longing  that  the 

*  Magdeburg  artillery  were  here.    The  Prussians  are  making 

*  diligently  ready  for  it,  in  the  mean  while  (refitting  the  old 

*  Trenches,  "  old  Envelope"  dug  by  Maguire  himself  in  the 
^  Anti-Schmettau  time ;  these  will  do  well  enough) : — ^the  Prus- 

*  sians  reinforce  Holstein  at  the  Weisse  Hirsch,  throw  a  new 

*  bridge  across  to  him ;  and  are  busy  day  and  night.  Magoire, 
^  too,  is  most  industrious,  resisting  and  preparing :    Thursday 

*  shuts  up  the  Weistritz  Brook  (a  dam  being  ready  this  long 

*  while  back,  needing  only  to  be  closed),  and  lays  the  whole 
'  South  side  of  Dresden  under  water.    Many  rumours  about 

*  Daun :  coming,  not  coming ; — ^must  for  certain  come,  but  will 

*  possibly  be  slowish.' 

Thursday  liiJu  *  Joy  to  every  Prussian  soul :  here  are  the 
^  heavy  guns  from  Magdeburg.  These,  at  any  rate,  are  come ; 
^  beds  for  them  all  ready ;  and  now  the  cannonading  can  begin 

*  in  right  earnest.  As  it  does  with  a  vengeance.  To  Mitchell, 
*'  and  perhaps  others,  "  the  King  of  Prussia  says  He  will  now  be 
"  master  of  the  Town  in  a  few  days.  And  the  disposition  he 
"  has  made  of  his  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  Kiver  is  in- 
"  tended  not  only  to  attack  Dresden  on  that  side"  (and  defend 
^  himself  from  Daun),  "  but  also  to  prevent  the  Garrison  from 
"  retiring."  ..."  This  morning,  Thursday  18th,  the  Suburb  of 
"  Pima,  the  one  street  left  of  it,  was  set  fire  to,  by  Maguire ;  and 
"  burnt  out  of  the  way,  as  the  others  had  been.  Many  of  the 
"  wretched  inhabitants  had  fled  to  our  camp :  ^  Let  them  lodge 
"  in  Plauen,  no  fighting  there,  quiet  artificial  water-expanses 

»  Tempelhof ,  iv.  67. 
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"  there  instead.'  Many  think  the  Town  will  not  be  taken ;  or 
"  that,  if  it  should,  it  will  cost  very  dear, — so  determined  seems 
"  Maguire."^     *  And,  in  effect,  from  this  day  onwards,  the  Siege 

*  became  altogether  fierce,  and  not  only  so,  but  fiery  as  well ; 
^  and,  though  lasting  in  that  violent  form  only  four,  or  at  the 

*  very  utmost  seven,  days  more,  had  near  ruined  Dresden  from 

*  the  face  of  the  world.' 

Friday  19iA,  *  Maguire,  touched  to  the  quick  by  these  new 
^  artilleries  of  the  Prussians  this  morning,  found  good  to  mount 
'  a  gun  or  two  on  the  leads  of  the  Kreuz-Kirche'  (Protestant 
High  Church,  where,  before  now,  we  have  noticed  Friedrich 
attending  quasi-divine  service  more  than   once); — *that  is  to 

*  say,  on  the  crown  of  Dresden ;  from  which  there  is  view  into 

*  the  bottom  of  Friedrich's  trenches  and  operations.     Others  say, 

*  it  was  only  two  or  three  old  Saxon  cannon,  which  stand  there, 

*  for  firing  on  gala-days ;  and  that  they  hardly  fired  on  Fried- 
'  rich  more  than  once.  For  certain,  this  is  one  of  the  desirablest 
^  battery  stations, — ^if  only  Friedrich  will  leave  it  alone.     YThich 

*  he  will  not  for  a  moment ;  but  brings  terrific  howitzers  to  bear 

*  on  it ;  cannonballs,  grenadoes ;  tears  it  to  destruction,  and  the 
^  poor  Kreuz-Earche  along  with  it.  £irche  speedily  all  in  flames, 
^  street  after  street  blazing  up  round  it,  again  and  again  for 

*  eight-and-f orty  hours  coming ;   hapless  Dresden,  during  two 

*  days  and  nights,  a  mere  volcano  henceforth.'  "  By  mistake,  all 
that,  and  without  order  of  mine,  says  Friediich  once ; — ^mean- 
ing, I  think,  all  that  of  the  Kreuz-Kirche :  and  perhaps  wishing 
he  could  mean  the  bombardment  altogether,* — who  neverthe- 
less got,  and  gets,  most  of  the  credit  of  the  thing  from  a  shocked 
outside  world. 

*  This  morning,'  same  Friday  19th,  *Daun  is  reported  to  have 

*  arrived ;  vanguard  of  him  said  to  be  at  Schonf eld,  over  in 

*  Thirsty-Sweeilieart  Country  yonder :  which  Friedrich,  going  to 

*  reconnoitre,  finds  tragically  indisputable :  "  There,  for  certain ; 
'  only  five  miles  from  Holstein's  post  at  the  White  Harty  and  no 

*  River  between ; — as  the  crow  flies,  hardly  five  from  our  own 

*  Mitchell,  iii.  170,  171. 

*  Schoning,  ii.  361 :  '  To  Prince  Henri  at  Giessen'  (Frankfurt  Conn- 
try),  *  23d  July  1760/ 
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*  Camp.  Perhaps  it  will  be  some  days  yet  before  he  do  any- 
'  thing?"     So  that  Friedrich  persists  in  his  bombardment^  only 

*  the  more :  "  By  fire-torture,  then !  Let  the  bombarded  Koyal- 
^  ties  assail  Maguire,  and  Maguire  give  in ; — ^it  is  our  one  chance 

*  left ;  and  succeed  we  will  and  must  1"  Cruel,  say  you  ? — ^Ah, 
^  yes,  cruel  enough,  not  merciful  at  all.  The  soul  of  Friedrich, 
^  I  perceive,  is  not  in  a  bright  mood  at  this  time,  but  in  a  black 
^>and  wrathful,  worn  almost  desperate  against  the  slings  and 

*  arrows  of  unjust  Fate :  "  Ahead,  I  say !    If  everybody  will  do 

*  miracles,  cannot  we  perhaps  still  manage  it,  in  spite  of  Fate  ?** 

*  Mitchell  is  very  sorry ;  but  will  forget  and  forgive  those  inex- 
'  orable  passages  of  war.' 

"  I  cannot  think  of  the  bombardment  of  Dresden  without  hor- 
"  ror,^  says  he;  "nor  of  many  other  things  I  have  seen.  Misfor- 
**  tunes  naturally  sour  men's  temper'*  (even  royal  men's) ;  "  and 
"  long  continued,  without  interval,  at  last  extinguish  humanity.'' 
"  We  are  now  in  a  most  critical  and  dangerous  situation,  which 
"  cannot  long  last :  one  lucky  event,  approaching  to  a  miracle^ 
"  may  still  save  all :  but  the  extreme  caution  and  drcumspectioii 
"  of  Marshal  Daun—  T'^ 

If  Daun  could  be  swift,  and  end  the  miseries  of 
Dresden,  surely  Dresden  would  be  much  obliged  to 
him.  It  was  ten  days  yet,  after  that  of  the  Kreuz- 
Kirche,  before  Dresden  quite  got  rid  of  its  Siege :  Daun 
never  was  a  sudden  man.  By  a  kind  of  accident,  he 
got  Holstein  hustled  across  the  River  that  first  night 
(July  19th), — ^not  annihilated,  as  was  very  feasible,  but 
pushed  home,  out  of  his  way.  Whereby  the  North  side 
of  Dresden  is  now  open;  and  Daun  has  free  communi- 
cation with  Maguire. 

Maguire  rose  thereupon  to  a  fine  pitch  of  spirits; 
tried  several  things,  and  wished  Daun  to  try ;  but  with 
next  to  no  result.  For  two  days  after  Holstein's  de- 
parture, Daim  sat  still,  on  his  safe  Northern  shore; 
stirring  nothing  but  his  own  cunctations  and  investiga- 
•  MitcheU,  ii.  184, 185. 
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tions,  leaving  the 'bombardment,  or  cannonade,  to  take 
its  own  course.  One  attempt  he  did  make  in  concert 
with  Maguire  (night  of  Monday  21st),  and  one  attempt 
only,  of  a  serious  nature ;  which,  like  the  rest,  was  un- 
successful. And  would  not  be  worth  mentioning, — 
except  for  the  poor  Regiment  Bemburg's  sake;  Bern- 
burg  having  got  into  strange  case  in  consequence  of  it. 

'  This  Attempt'  (Night  of  21st-22d  July)  ^  was  a  combined 

*  sally  and  assault^ — Sally  by  Maguire's  people,  a  General  Nugent 

*  heading  them,  from  the  South  or  Planen  side  of  Dresden,  and 

*  Assault  by  4,000  of  Dann's  from  the  North  side, — upon  Fried- 

*  rich's  Trenches.  Which  are  to  be  burst  in  upon,  in  this  double 
'way,  and  swept  well  clear,  as  may  be  expected.    Friedrich, 

*  however,  was  aware  of  the  symptoms,  and  had  people  ready 

*  waiting, — especially,  had  Regiment  Bernburgy  Battalions  1st 

*  and  2d ;  a  Regiment  hitherto  without  stain. 

'  Bemburg  accordingly,  on  General  Nugent's  entering  thehr 

*  trenches  from  the  south  side,  falls  altogether  heartily  on  Gene-. 
*ral  Nugent;  tumbles  him  back,  takes  200  prisoners,  Nugent 

*  himself  one  of  them'  (who  is  considered  to  have  been  the  eye  of 
the  enterprise,  worth  many  hxmdreds  this  night) :  *  all  this  Bem- 

*  burg,  in  its  usually  creditable  manner,  does,  as  expected  of  it. 

*  But  after,  or  during  all  this,  when  the  Daun  people  from  the 
'  north  come  streaming  in,  say  four  to  one,  both  south  and  north, 

*  Bemburg  looked  round  for  support;    and  seeing  none,  had, 

*  after  more  or  less  of  struggle,  to  retire  as  a  defeated  Bemburg, 
^  — ^Austrians  taking  the  battery,  and  ruling  supreme  there  for 

*  some  time.    Till  Wedell,  or  somebody  with  fresh  Battalions, 

*  came  up ;  and,  ralljdng  Bemburg  to  him,  retook  their  Battery, 

*  and  drove  out  the  Austrians,  with  a  heavy  loss  of  prisoners.^ 

*I  did  not  hear  that  Bemburg^s  conduct  was  liable  to  the 

*  least  fair  censure.    But  Friedrich's  soul  is  severe  at  this  time ; 

*  demanding  miracles  from  everybody :  "  You  runaway  Bem- 

*  burg,  shame  on  you !" — and  actually  takes  the  swords  from 

*  them,  and  cuts  off  their  Hat-tresses :  "  There !"  Which  excited 

•  Tempelhof,  iv.  79. 
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^  such  an  astonishment  in  the  Prussian  Army  as  was  seldom 
^  seen  before.  And  affected  Bemburg  to  the  length  almost  of 
'  despair,  and  breaking  of  heart, — in  a  way  that  is  not  ridiculous 
'  to  me  at  all,  but  beautiful  and  pathetic.  Of  which  there  is 
'  much  talk,  now  and  long  afterwards,  in  military  circles.  The 
^  sorrows  of  these  poor  Bemburgers,  their  desperate  efforts  to 

*  wash  out  this  stigma,  their  actual  washing  of  it  out,  not  many 

*  weeks  hence,  and  their  magnificent  joy  on  the  occasion, — ^these 
^  are  the  one  distinguishing  point  in  Daun's  reHef  of  Dresden, 

*  which  was  otherwise  quite  a  cimctatory,  sedentary  matter.' 

Daun  built  three  Bridges, — ^he  had  a  broad  stone 
one  already, — but  did  little  or  nothing  with  them;  and 
never  himself  came  across  at  all.  Merely  shot  out  noc- 
turnal Pandour  Parties,  and  ordered  up  Lacy  and  the 
Reichsfolk  to  do  the  like,  and  break  the  night's  rest  of 
his  Enemy.  He  made  minatory  movements,  one  at 
least,  down  the  River,  by  his  own  shore,  on  Friedrich's 
Ammunition  Boats  from  Torgau,  and  actually  inter- 
cepted certain  of  them,  which  was  something ;  but, 
except  this,  and  vague  flourishings  of  the  Pandouf 
kind,  left  Friedrich  to  his  own  course. 

Friedrich  bombarded  for  a  day  or  two  farther;  can- 
nonaded, out  of  more  or  fewer  batteries,  for  eight,  or  I 
think  ten  days  more.  Attacks  from  Daun  there  were 
to  be,  now  on  this  side,  now  on  that ;  many  rumours  of 
attack,  but,  except  once  only  (midnight  Pandours  at- 
tempting the  King's  lodging,  *  a  Farmhouse  near  Gruna,' 
but  to  their  astonishment  rousing  the  whole  Prussian 
Army  *  in  the  course  of  three  minutes'®),  rumour  was 
mainly  all.  For  guarding  his  siege-lines,  Friedrich  has 
to  alter  his  position;  to  shift  slightly,  now  fronting  this 
way,  now  the  other  way;  is  'called  always  at  midnight' 

•  Aichenliolz,  ii.  81  (who  is  very  vivid,  but  does  not  date) ;  Bodenbeck, 
ii.  24  (quotes  similar  account  by  another  Eye-witness,  and  guesses  it  to  be 
*nightof  July22d-23d»). 
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(against  these  noctumal  disturbances),  and  *  never  has 
his  clothes  off/  Nevertheless,  continues  his  bombard- 
ment, and  then  his  cannonading,  till  his  own  good  time, 
which  I  think  is  tiU  the  26th.  His  '  ricochet-battery,' 
which  is  good  agatust  Maguire's  people,  innocent  to 
Dresden,  he  continued  for  three  days  more; — ^while 
gathering  his  furnitures  about  Plauen  Country,  making 
his  arrangements  at  Meissen; — did  not  march  till  the 
night  of  June  29th.  Altogether  calmly;  no  Daun  or 
Austrian  molesting  him  in  the  least;  his  very  sentries 
walking  their  rounds  in  the  trenches,  till  daylight; 
after  which  they  also  marched,  unmolested,  Meissen- 
ward. 

Unfortimate  Friedrich  has  made  nothing  of  Dres- 
den, then.  After  such  a  June  and  July  of  it,  since 
he  left;  the  Meissen  Country;  after  all  these  intricate 
manoeuverings,  hot  fierce  marchings  and  superhuman 
exertions,  here  is  he  returning  to  Meissen  Country, 
poorer  than  if  he  had  stayed.  Fouquet  lost,  Glatz  un- 
relieved— Nay,  just  before  marching  off,  what  is  this 
new  phenomenon?  Is  this  by  way  of  "  Happy  journey 
to  you!"  Towards  simset  of  the  29th,  exuberant  joy- 
firing  rises  far  and  wide  from  the  usually  quiet  Aus- 
trian lines, — "Meaning  what,  once  more?"  Meaning 
that  Glatz  is  lost,  your  Majesty;  that,  instead  of  a 
si^e  of  many  weeks  (as  might  have  been  expected 
with  Fouquet  for  Commandant),  it  has  held  out,  under 
Fouquet's  Second,  only  a  few  hours ;  and  is  gone 
without  remedy !  Certain,  though  incredible.  Imbecile 
Commandant,  treacherous  Garrison  (Austrian  deserters 
mainly),  with  stealthy  Jesuits  acting  on  them :  no  use 
asking  what.  Here  is  the  sad  Narrative,  in  succinct 
form: 
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Captvtre  of  Glatz  (26tli  July  1760). 

^  Loadcm  is  a  swift  man,  when  he  can  get  bridle ;  but  the 
^  curb-hand  of  Daun  is  often  heavy  on  him.  Loudon  has  had 
^  Glatz  blockaded  since  June  7th ;  since  June  23d,  he  has  had 

*  Fouquet  rooted  away,  and  the  ground  clear  for  a  Siege  of  Glatz. 
^  But  had  to  abstain  altogether,  in  the  mean  time ;  to  take  camp 
^  at  Landshut,  to  march  and  manoeuvre  about,  in  support  of 
'  Daim,  and  that  heavy-footed  gallop  of  Daim's  which  then  fol- 

*  lowed :  on  the  whole,  it  was  not  till  Friedrich  went  for  Dresden 
^  that  the  Siege-Artillery,  from  Olmiitz,  could  be  ordered  f or- 
'  ward  upon  Glatz ;  not  for  a  fortnight  more  that  the  Artillery 
^  could  come ;  and,  in  spite  of  Loudon's  utmost  despatch,  not  till 
^  break  of  day,  July  26th,  that  the  batteries  could  open.  After 
'  which,  such  was  Loudon's  speed  and  fortune, — ^and  so  diligent 
^  had  the  Jesuits  been  in  those  seven  weeks, — ^the  "  Siege,'*  as 
'  they  call  it,  was  over  in  less  than  seven  hours. 

^  One  Colonel  D'O'  (Piedmontese  by  nation,  an  incompetent 
person,  known  to  loud  Trenck  during  his  detention  here)  *  was 

*  Commandant  of  Glatz,  and  had  the  principal  Fortress, — ^f  or  there 
'  are  two,  one  on  each  side  the  Neisse  River ; — ^his  Second  was  a 
'  Colonel  Quadt,  by  birth  Prussian,  seemingly  not  very  compe- 

*  tent  he  either,  Tvho  had  conunand  of  the  Old  Fortress,  roimd 
'  which  lies  the  Town  of  Glatz :  a  little  Town,  abounding  in 

*  Jesuits ; — ^to  whose  Virgin,  if  readers  remember,  Friedrich  once 

*  gave  a  new  gown ;  with  small  eJBfect  on  her,  as  would  appear. 
'  The  Quadt-D'O  garrison  was  2,400, — and,  if  tales  are  true,  it 
'  had  been  well  bejesuited  during  those  seven  weeks.®  At  four  in 
^  the  morning,  July  26th,  the  battering  began  on  Quadt ;  Quadt^ 
'  I  will  believe,  responding  what  he  could, — especially  from  a 

*  certain  Arrowhead  Eedoubt  (or  FUche)  he  has,  which  ought  to 
'  have  been  important  to  him.     After  four  or  five  hours  of  this, 

*  there  was  mutual  pause, — as  if  both  parties  had  decided  upon 
^  breakfast  before  going  farther. 

^  Quadt's  Fortress  is  very  strong,  mostly  hewn  in  the  rock  ; 
'  and  he  has  that  important  outwork  of  a  FUehe ;  which  is  excel- 
^  lent  for  enfilading,  as  it  extends  well  beyond  the  glacis ;  and, 

•  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  v.  65. 
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*  being  of  rock  like  the  rest,  is  also  abundantly  defensible.    Lou- 

*  don's  people,  looking  over  into  this  FUchej  find  it  negligently 
'  guarded ;  Qnadt  at  breakfast,  as  would  seem  : — and  directly 

*  send  for  Harsch,  Captain  of  the  Siege,  and  even  for  Loudon, 

*  the  General-in-Ohief .    Negligently  guarded,  sure  enough  ;  no- 

*  thing  in  the  FUche  but  a  few  sentries,  and  these  in  the  hori- 

*  zontal  position,  taking  their  unlawful  rest  there,  after  such  a 

*  morning's  work.  "  Seize  me  that,"  eagerly  orders  Loudon ; 
"  hold  that  with  firm  grip  I"    Which  is  done ;  only  to  step  in 

*  softly,  two  battalions  of  you,  and  lay  hard  hold.    Incompetent 

*  Quadt,  figure  in  what  a  flurry,  rushing  out  to  recapture  his 

*  Flichcy — explodes  instead  into  mere  anarchy,  whole  Companies 
*  *  of  him  flinging  down  their  arms  at  their  OflScers'  feet,  and  the 

*  like.  So  that  Quadt  is  totally  driven  in  again,  Austrians  along 
'with  him;  and  is  obliged  to  beat  chamade; — ^D'O  following 

*  the  example,  about  an  hour  after,  without  even  a  capitulation. 

*  Was  there  ever  seen  such  a  defence !    Major  Unruh,  one  of  a 

*  small  minority,  was  Prussian,  and  stanch :  here  is  Unruh's  per- 
'  sonal  experience, — ^testimony  on  D'O's  Trial,  I  suppose, — ^and 

*  now  pretty  much  the  one  thing  worth  reading  on  this  subject. 

^ Major  Unruh  tesHJies:  "At  four  in  the  morning,  26th  July 
"  1760,  the  Enemy  b^an  to  cannonade  the  Old  Fortress"  (that 
of  Quadt) ;  "  and  about  nine,  I  was  ordered  with  150  men  to 
"  clear  the  Envelope  from  Austrians.  Just  when  I  had  got  to 
^  the  Danun-Ghite,  halt  was  called.  I  asked  the  Commandant, 
"  who  was  behind  me,  which  way  I  should  march ;  to  the  Crown- 
"  work  or  to  the  Envelope!  Being  answered.  To  the  Envelope, 
"  I  found  on  coming  out  at  the  Field-Gate  nothing  but  an  Aus- 
"  trian  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  some  men.  He  called  to  me, 
'  There  had  been  chamade  beaten,  and  I  was  not  to  run  into 

*  destruction  (mich  unglucklich  macheti) !'  I  offered  him  Quarter ; 
^  and  took  him  in  effect  prisoner,  with  20  of  his  best  men ;  and 
"  sent  him  to  the  Commandant,  with  request  that  he  would  keep 
"  my  rear  free,  or  send  me  reinforcement.  I  shot  the  Enemy  a 
"  great  many  people  here ;  chased  him  from  the  Field-Gate,  and 
"  out  of  both  the  Envelope  and  the  Eedoubt  called  the  Crane"' 
(that  is  the  Fliche  itself,  only  that  the  Austrians  are  mostly 
not  now  there,  but  gone  through  into  the  interior  there  I) — 
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"  Returning  to  the  Field-Gate,  I  found  that  the  Commandant 
"  had  beaten  chamade  a  second  time ;  there  were  marching  in, 
"  by  this  Field-Gate,  two  battalions  of  the  Austrian  Regiment 
"  Andlau;  I  had  to  jdeld  myself  prisoner,  and  was  taken  to 
"  General  Loudon.  He  asked  me,  '  Don't  you  know  the  rules 
"  of  war,  then ;  that  you  fire  after  chamade  is  beaten  f  I  an- 
swered in  my  heat,  '  I  knew  of  no  chamade ;  what  poltroonery 
"  or  what  treachery  had  been  going  on,  I  knew  not  I'  Lou- 
"  don  answered,  '  You  might  deserve  to  have  your  head  laid 
"  at  your*  feet.  Sir  1  Am  I  here  to  inquire  which  of  you  shows 
"  bravery,  which  poltroonery?'"*®  A  blazing  Loudon,  when  the 
fire  is  up ! — 

After  the  Peace,  D'O  had  Court-martial,  which  sentenced 
him  to  death,  Friedrich  making  it  perpetual  imprisonment :  "  Per- 
haps not  a  traitor,  only  a  blockhead  I"  thought  Friedrich.  He 
had  been  recommended  to  his  post  by  Fouquet.  What  Trenck 
writes  of  him  is,  otherwise,  mostly  lies. 

Thus  is  the  southern  Key  of  Silesia  (one  of  the  two 
southern  Keys,  Neisse  being  the  other)  lost  to  Fried- 
rich, for  the  first  time ;  and  Loudon  is  like  to  drive  a 
trade  there.  *'  WiU  absolutely  nothing  prosper  with  us, 
then?"  Nothing,  seemingly,  your  Majesty!  Heavier 
news  Friedrich  scarcely  ever  had.  But  there  is  no  help. 
This  too  he  has  to  carry  with  him  as  he  can  into  the 
Meissen  Country.  Unsuccessful  altogether;  beaten  on 
every  hand.  Human  talent,  diligence,  endeavour,  is  it 
but  as  lightning  smiting  the  Serbonian  Bog?  Smite  to 
the  last,  your  Majesty,  at  any  rate ;  let  that  be  certain. 
As  it  is,  and  has  been.  That  is  always  something,  that 
is  always  a  great  thing. 

Friedrich  intends  no  pause  in  those  Meissen  Coun- 
tries. Jvly  30^A,  on  his  march  northward,  he  detaches 
Hiilsen  with  the  old  10,000  to  take  Camp  at  Schlettau 

w  Seyfarth,  iL  662. 
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as  before,  and  do  his  best  for  defence  of  Saxony  against 
the  Reichfolks,  numerous,  but  incompetent ;  he  himself, 
next  day,  passes  on,  leaving  Meissen  a  little  on  his- 
right,  to  Schieritz,  some  miles  farther  down, — ^mtending 
there  to  cross  Elbe,  and  make  for  SUesia  without  loss  of 
an  hour.  Need  enough  of  speed  thither;  more  need 
than  even  Friedrich  supposes!  Yesterday,  July  30th, 
Loudon's  Vanguard  came  blockading  Breslau,  and  this 
day  Loudon  himself; — though  Friedrich  heard  nothing, 
anticipated  nothing,  of  that  dangerous  fact,  for  a  week 
hence  or  more. 

Soltikof 's  and  Loudon's  united  intentions  on  Silesia 
he  has  well  known  this  long  while ;  and  has  been  per- 
petually dunning  Prince  Henri  on  the  subject,  to  no 
purpose,-7only  hoping  always  there  would  probably  be 
no  great  rapidity  on  the  part  of  these  discordant  Allies. 
Friedrich's  feelings,  now  that  the  contrary  is  visible,  and 
indeed  all  through  the  Summer  in  regard  to  the  Sol- 
tikof-Loudon  Business,  and  the  Fouquet-Henri  method 
of  dealing  with  it,  have  been  painful  enough,  and  are 
growing  ever  more  so.  Cautious  Henri  never  would 
make  the  smallest  attack  on  Soltikof,  but  merely  keep 
observing  him; — the  end  of  which,  what  can  the  end  of 
it  be  ?  urges  Friedrich  always :  "  Condense  yourselves ; 
go  in  upon  the  Russians,  while  they  are  in  separate 
corps;" — and  is  very  ill-satisfied  with  the  languor  of  pro- 
cedures there.  As  is  the  Prince  with  such  reproaches,  or 
implied  reproaches,  on  said  languor.  Nor  is  his  humour 
cheered,  when  the  King's  bad  predictions  prove  true. 
What  has  it  come  to?  These  Letters  of  King  and  Prince 
are  worth  reading, — ^if  indeed  you  can,  in  the  confusion 
of  Schoning  (a  somewhat  exuberant  man,  loud  rather 
than  luminous); — so  curious  is  the  Private  Dialogue 
going  on  there  at  all  times,  in  the  background  of  the 
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stage,  between  the  Brothers.  One  short  specimen,  ex- 
tending through  the  June  and  July  just  over;  specimen 
distilled  faithfully  out  of  that  huge  jumbling  sea  of 
Schoning,  and  rendered  legible,  the  reader  will  con- 
sent to. 

Dialogue  of  Friedrich  and  Henri  (from  their  Private 
Correspondence:  Jime  7th — July  29th,  1760). 

Friedrich  (June  7th;  before  his  first  crossing  Elbe:  Henri 
at  Sagan;  he  at  Schlettau,  scanning  the  waste  of  fatal  possi- 
bilities). *  *  *  Embarrassing?  Not  a  doubt  of  that !'  "I  own, 
"  the  circumstances  both  of  us  are  in  are  like  to  turn  my  head, 
"  three  or  four  times  a-day."     ^  Loudon  aiming  for  Neisse,  don't 

*  you  think?  Fouquet  all  in  the  wrong.' — "One  has  nothing 
"  for  it  but  to  watch  where  the  likelihood  of  the  biggest  misfor- 
"  tune  is,  and  to  run  thither  with  one's  whole  strength." 

Henri.  *  *  "I  confess  I  am  in  great  apprehension  for 
"Colberg: — ^ shall  one  make  thither,  think  you?  Eussians, 
'  8,000  as  the  first  instalment  of  them,  have  arrived;  got  to 

*  Posen  under  Fermor,  June  1st : — so  the  Commandant  of  Glo- 
'  gau  writes  me  (see  enclosed).' 

Friedrich  (June  9th).  ^  Commandant  of  Glogau  writes  im- 
'  possibilities :  Russians  are  not  on  march  yet,  nor  will  be  for 
^  above  a  week.' 

"  I  cross  Elbe,  the  15th-  I  am  compelled  to  undertake  some- 
"  thing  of  decisive  nature,  and  leave  the  rest  to  chance.  For 
"  desperate  disorders  desperate  remedies.  My  bed  is  not  one  of 
"  roses.  Heaven  aid  us :  for  hiunan  prudence  finds  itself  fall 
"  short  in  situations  so  cruel  and  desperate  as  ours."" 

Henri,  ^Hm,  hm,  ha'  (Nothing  but  carefully-collected  rumours, 
and  wire-drawn  auguries  from  them,  on  the  part  of  Henri ;  very 
intense  inspection  of  the  chicken-bowels, — ^hardly  ever  without  a 
shake  of  the  head). 

Friedrich  (June  26th ;  has  heard  of  the  Fouquet  disaster)^ 

*  *    "Yesterday  my  heart  was  torn  to  pieces"  (news  of  Land^ 

"  Schoning,  ii.  313  (*  Meissen  Camp,  7th  June  1760');  ibid,  ii  317 
C  9th  June'). 
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hut,  Fouquet's  downfall  there),  "  and  I  felt  too  sad  to  be  m  a 
"  state  for  writing  you  a  sensible  Letter ;  but  today,  when  I  have 
^  come  to  myself  a  little  again,  I  will  send  you  my  reflections. 
^  After  what  has  happened  to  Fouquet,  it  is  certain  Loudon  can 
"  have  no  other  design  but  on  Breslau"  (he  designs  Glatz  first 
of  all) :  "  it  will  be  the  grand  point,  therefore,  especially  if  the 
"  Russians  too  are  bending  thither,  to  save  that  Capital  of 
"  Silesia.  Surely  the  Turks  must  be  in  motion : — if  so,  we  are 
^  saved ;  if  not  so,  we  are  lost !  Today  I  have  ^ken  this  Camp 
^  of  Dobritz,  in  order  to  be  more  collected,  and  in  condition  to 
"  fight  well,  should  occasion  rise, — and  in  case  all  tliis  that  is 
"  said  and  written  to  me  about  the  Turks  is  tru^^  (which  nothing 
of  it  was),  "to  be  able  to  profit  by  it  when  the  time  comes,"" 

Henri  (simultaneously,  June  26th:  Henri  is  forward  from 
Sagan,  through  Frankfurt,  and  got  settled  at  Landsberg,  where 
he  remains  tlirough  the  rest  of  the  Dialogue).  *  *  *  Tottleben, 
*  with  his  Cossacks,  scouring  about,  got  a  check  from  us, — 
^  nothing  like  enough.'  "  By  all  my  accounts,  Soltikof,  with 
**  the  gross  of  the  Russians,  is  marching  for  Posen.  The  other 
•^  rumours  and  symptoms  agree  in  indicating  a  separate  Corps, 
"  under  Fermor,  who  is  to  join  Tottleben,  and  besiege  Colberg : 
"  if  both  these  Corps,  the  Colberg  and  the  Posen  one,  act  in 
'^  concert,  my  embarrassment  will  be  extreme."  *  *  "I  have 
"  just  had  news  of  what  has  befallen  General  FouqueL  Before 
^  this  stroke,  your  affairs  were  desperate  enough ;  now  I  see  but 
^  too  well  what  we  have  to  look  for."^'     (How  comforting !) 

Friedrich.  "  Would  to  God  your  prayers  for  the  swift  cap- 
^*  ture  of  Dresden  had  been  heard;  but  unfortimately  I  must 
^*  tell  you,  this  stroke  has  failed  me."  *  *  "Dresden  has  been 
*^  reduced  to  ashes,  third  part  of  the  Altstadt  lying  burnt  ;^-con- 
^^  traiy  to  my  intentions ;  my  orders  were,  To  spare  the  City, 
*^  and  play  the  ArtiDery  against  the  works.  My  Minister  Graf 
**  von  Finck  will  have  told  you  what  occasioned  its  being  set  on 
-^'fire."" 

Henri  (July  26th;  Dresden  Siege  gone  awry).  *  ♦  <^I 
***  am  to  keep  the  Russians  from  Frankfurt,  to  cover  Glogau, 

M  Sdioning,  ii  341  C  GrosB-Dobritz,  26th  June  1760').  "  Ibid.  ii. 

339  C  Landsberg,  26th  June  1760').  "  Ibid.  ii.  361  Q  2d-3d  July'). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40         FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.      [Book  XX. 

31st  July  1760. 
"  and  prevent  a  besieging  of  Breslau !  All  that,  f^rms  an  over- 
^  whelming  problem ; — ^which  I,  with  my  whole  heart,  will  give 
"  up  to  somebody  abler  for  it  than  I  am."** 

Friedrich  (29th  July;  quits  the  Trenches  of  Dresden  this 
night).  *  *  "  I  have  seen  with  pain  that  you  represent  every- 
"  thing  to  yourself  on  the  black  side.  I  beg  you,  in  the  name  of 
"  God,  my  dearest  Brother,  don't  take  things  up  in  their  blackest 
"  and  worst  shape : — it  is  this  that  throws  your  mind  into  such  an 
"  indecision,  which  is  so  lamentable.  Adopt  a  resolution  rather^ 
"  what  resolution  you  like,  but  stand  by  it,  and  execute  it  with 
"  your  whole  strength.  I  conjure  you,  take  a  fixed  resolution  ; 
"  better  a  bad  than  none  at  all."  *  ♦  « What  is  possible  to 
"  man,  I  will  do ;  neither  care  nor  consideration  nor  effort  shall 
"  be  spared,  to  secure  the  result  of  my  plans.  The  rest  depends 
"  on  circumstances.  Amid  such  a  number  of  enemies,  one  can- 
"  not  always  do  what  one  will,  but  must  let  tliem  prescribe."*® 

An  uncomfortable  little  Gentleman;  but  full  of 
faculty,  if  one  can  manage  to  get  good  of  it !  Here, 
what  might  have  preceded  all  the  above,  and  been  pre- 
face to  it,  is  a  pretty  passage  from  him;  a  glimpse  he 
has  had  of  Sans-Souci,  before  setting  out  on  those 
gloomy  marchings  and  cunctatory  hagglings.  Henri 
writes  (at  Torgau,  April  26th,  just  back  from  Berlin 
and  farewell  of  friends) : 

"  I  mean  to  march  the  day  after  tomorrow.  I  took 
"  arrangements  with  General  Fouquet"  (about  that  long 
fine-spun  Chain  of  Posts,  where  we  are  to  do  such  ser- 
vice?)— "the  Black  Hussars  cannot  be  here  till  tomor- 
"  row,  otherwise  I  should  have  marched  a  day  sooner^ 
"  My  Brother"  (poor  little  invalid  Ferdinand)  "  charged 
"  me  to  lay  him  at  your  feet.  I  found  him  weak  and 
"  thin,  more  so  than  formerly.  Returning  hither,  the 
"  day  before  yesterday,  I  passed  through  Potsdam;  I 

"  Schoning,  11.  369-371  (*  Landsberg,  26th  July').  »•  Ibid.  ii. 

370-2  Q  Leubnitz,  before  Dresden,  29th  July  1760'). 
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"went  to  Sans-Souci"  (April  24th,  1760):— "all  is 
"  green  there ;  the  Garden  embellished,  and  seemed  to 
"  me  excellently  kept.  Though  these  details  cannot 
"  occupy  you  at  present,  I  thought  it  would  give  you 
"  pleasure  to  hear  of  them  for  a  moment."^''  Ah,  yes; 
all  is  so  green  and  blessedly  silent  there:  sight  of  the 
lost  Paradise,  actually  ^V,  visible  for  a  moment  yonder, 
&r  away,  while  one  goes  whirling  in  this  manner  on  the 
illimitable  wracking  winds ! — 

Here  finally,  from  a  distant  part  of  the  War- Theatre, 
is  another  Note ;  which  we  will  read  while  Friedrich  is 
at  Schieritz.  At  no  other  place  so  properly;  the  very 
date  of  it,  chief  date  (July  31st),  being  by  accident 
synchronous  with  Schieritz: 

Duke  Ferdinands  Battle  of  Warburg  (31st  July  1760). 

Duke  Ferdinand  has  opened  his  difficult  Campaign;  and 
especially, — ^just  while  that  Siege  of  Dresden  blazed  and  ended, 
— ^has  had  three  sharp  Fights,  which  were  then  very  loud  in  the 
Gazettes,  along  with  it.  Three  once  famous  Actions;  which 
raiexpectedly  had  little  or  no  result,  and  are  very  much  forgotten 
now.  So  that  bare  eniuneration  of  them  is  nearly  all  we  are 
permitted  here.  Pitt  has  furnished  7,000  new  English,  this 
Campaign, — ^there  are  now  20,000  English  in  all,  and  a  Duke 
Ferdinand  raised  to  70,000  men.  Surely,  imder  good  omens, 
thinks  Pitt;  and  still  more  think  the  Gazetteers,  judging  by 
appearances.  Yes :  but  if  Broglio  have  130,000,  what  will  it 
come  to  ?  Broglio  is  two  to  one ;  and  has,  before  this,  proved 
himself  a  considerable  Captain. 

Fight /r«i  is  that  of  Korbach  (July  10th)  :  of  Broglio,  namely, 
who  has  got  across  the  River  Ohm  in  Hessen  (to  Ferdinand's 
great  disgust  with  the  General  Imhof  in  command  there),  and 
is  streaming  on  to  seize  the  Diemel  River,  and  menace  Hanover ; 
of  Broglio,  in  successive  sections,  at  a  certain  "  Pass  of  Kor^ 
bach,''  versus  the  Hereditary  Prince  {Erbprinz  of  Brunswick), 
"  Schoning,  ii.  263  (*  Torgau,  26th  April  1760'). 
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who  is  waiting  for  him  there  in  one  good  section, — and  who 
heautif ully  hurls  back  one  and  another  of  the  Broglio  sections ; 
hut  cannot  hurl  back  the  whole  BrogUo  Army,  all  marching  by 
sections  that  way;  and  has  to  retire,  back-foremost,  fencing 
sharply,  still  in  a  diligently  handsome  manner,  though  vnth  loss.*® 
That  is  the  Battle  of  Korbach,  fought  July  10th, — ^while  Lacy 
streamed  through  Dresden,  panting  to  be  at  Plauen  Chasm,  safe 
at  last. 

Fight  second  (July  16th)  was  a  kind  of  revenge  on  the 
.  Erbprinz's  part :  Affair  of  Emsdorfj  six  days  after,  in  the  same 
neighbourhood;  beautiful  too,  said  the  Gazetteers;  but  of  result 
still  more  insignificant.  Hearing  of  a  considerable  French  Bri- 
_gade  posted  not  far  off,  at  that  ViUage  of  Emsdorf,  to  guard 
Broglio's  meal-carts  there,  the  indignant  Erbprinz  shoots  off 
for  that;  Ught  of  foot, — EngUsh  horse  mainly,  and  Hill  Scots 
(Berg-SchoUen  so-called,  who  have  a  fine  free  stride,  in  summer 
weather) ; — dashes  in  upon  said  Brigade  (Dragoons  of  Bauffre- 
mont  and  other  picked  men),  who  stood  firmly  on  the  defensive ; 
but  were  cut  up,  in  an  amazing  manner,  root  and  branch,  after 
a  fierce  struggle,  and  as  it  were  brought  home  in  one  s  pocket. 
To  the  admiration  of  military  circles, — especially  of  messrooms^ 
and  the  jimior  sort.  "Elliot's  light  horse"  (part  of  the  new 
7,000),  "what  a  regiment!  Unparalleled  for  willingness,  and 
"  audacity  of  fence ;  lost  125  killed," — ^in  fact,  the  loss  chiefly 
fell  on  EUiot.^^  The  Berg^Scliotten  too, — ^I  think  it  was  here  that 
these  kilted  fellows,  who  had  marched  with  such  a  stride,  "  came 
home  mostly  riding :"  poor  Bauffremont  Dragoons  being  entirely 
-cut  up,  or  pocketed  as  prisoners,  and  their  horses  ridden  in  this 
unexpected  manner !  But  we  must  not  linger, — ^hardly  even  on 
Warburg  J  which  was  the  third  and  greatest;  and  has  still  points 
of  memorability,  though  now  so  obliterated. 

*  Warburg,'  says  my  Note  on  this  latter,  '  is  a  pleasant  little 
'*  Hessian  Town,  some  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Cassel,  standing 
•*  on  the  north  or  left  bank  of  the  Diemel,  among  fruitful  knolls 

"  Mauvillon,  iL  105. 

"  Ibid,  ii  109  (Prisoners  got  *  were  2,661,  including  Gkneral  and  Offi- 
cers 179,'  with  all  their  fumituiee  whatsoever,  *  400  horses,  8  cannon,*  &c.). 
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and  hollows.  The  famous  ^^ Battle  of  Warburg^ — ^if  you  try  to 
inquire  in  the  Town  itself,  from  your  brief  railw^ay-station, 
it  is  much  if  some  intelligent  inhabitant,  at  last,  remembers  to 
have  heard  of  it !  The  thing  went  thus :  ChevaUer  Du  Muy, 
who  is  BrogUo's  Rearguard  or  Reserve,  30,000  foot  and  horse, 
with  his  back  to  the  Diemel,  and  eight  bridges  across  it  in  case 
of  accident,  has  his  right  flank  leaning  on  Warburg,  and  his 
left  on  a  Village  of  Ossendorf,  some  two  miles  to  north-west 
of  that.  Broglio,  Prince  Xa^ier  of  Saxony,  especially  Duke 
Ferdinand,  are  all  vehemently  and  mysteriously  moving  about, 
since  that  Fight  of  Korbach ;  Broglio  intent  to  have  Cassel  be- 
sieged^  Du  Muy  keepmg  the  Diemel  for  him ;  Ferdinand  eager 
to  have  the  Diemel  back  from  Du  Muy  and  him. 

*  Two  days  ago  (July  29th),  the  Erbprinz  crossed  over  into 
these  neighbourhoods,  with  a  strong  Vanguard,  nearly  equal  to 
Du  Muy;  and,  after  studious  reconnoitering  and  sinrsrey  had, 
means,  this  morning  (July  31st),  to  knock  liim  over  the  Diemel 
again,  if  he  can.  No  time  to  be  lost ;  Broglio  near  and  in  such 
force.  Duke  Ferdinand  too,  quitting  Broglio  for  a  moment,  is 
on  march  this  w^ay;  crossed  the  Diemel,  about  midnight,  some 
ten  miles  farther  down,  or  eastward;  wiQ  thence  bend  south- 
ward, at  his  best  speed,  to  support  the  Erbprinz,  if  necessary, 
and  b^et  the  Diemel  when  got; — ^Erbprinz  not,  however,  in 
any  wise,  to  w^ait  for  him ;  such  the  pressure  from  Broglio  and 
others.  A  most  busy  swift-going  scene,  that  morning ; — hardly 
worth  such  describing  at  this  date  of  time. 

'  The  Erbprinz,  who  is  still  rather  to  north-eastward,  that  is 
to  rightward,  not  directly  frontward,  of  Du  Mu/s  lines ;  and 
whose  plan  of  attack  is  still  dark  to  Du  Muy,  commences' 

(about  8  A.M.,  I  should  guess)  ^by  launching  his  British  Liegion 
so-called, — ^which  is  a  composite  body,  of  Free-Corps  nature, 
British  some  of  it  {'^  Colonel  Beckwith's  people,"  for  example), 
not  British  by  much  the  most  of  it,  but  an  aggregate  of  wild 
strikers,  given  to  plunder  too : — ^by  launching  his  British  Legion 
upon  Warburg  Town,  there  to  take  charge  of  Du  Mu/s  right 
wing.  Which  Legion,  *^  with  great  rapidity,  not  only  pitched 
the  French  all  out,  but  clean  plundered  the  poor  Town ;"  and 
is  a  sad  sore  on  Du  Mu/s  right,  who  cannot  get  it  attended 
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to,  in  the  ominous  aspects  elsewhere  visible.  For  the  Erbprinz, 
who  is  a  strategic  creature,  comes  on,  in  the  style  of  Friedrich, 
not  straight  towards  Du  Muy,  but  sweeps  out  in  two  columns 
round  northward;  privately  intending  upon  Du  Muy's  left 
wing  and  front — ^left  wing,  right  wing  (by  British  Legion), 
and  front,  all  three ; — ^and  is  well  aided  by  a  mist  which  now 
fell,  and  which  hung  on  the  higher  groimd,  and  covered  his 
march,  for  an  hom:  or  more.  This  mist  had  not  begun  when 
he  saw,  on  the  knoll-tops,  far  off  on  the  right,  but  indisputable 
as  he  flattered  himself, — something  of  Ferdinand  emerging! 
Saw  this;  and  pours  along,  we  can  suppose,  with  still  better 
step  and  temper.  And  bursts,  pretty  simultaneously,  upon  Du 
Muy's  right  wing  and  left  wing,  coercing  his  front  the  while ; 
squelches  both  these  wings  furiously  together;  forces  the  co- 
erced centre,  mostly  horse,  to  plunge  back  into  the  Diemel, 
and  swim.  Horse  could  s^am;  but  many  of  the  Foot,  who 
tried,  got  drowned.  And,  on  the  whole,  Du  Muy  is  a  good 
deal  wrecked'  (1,500  killed,  2,200  prisoners,  not  to  speak  of 

cannon  and  flags),  ^  and,  but  for  his  eight  bridges,  would  have 
been  totally  ruined, 

'  The  fight  was  uncommonly  furious,  especially  on  Du  Muy's 
left ;  "  Maxwell's  Brigade"  going  at  it,  with  the  finest  bayonet- 
practice,  musketry,  artiUery  practice ;  obstinate  as  bears.  On 
Du  Muy's  right,  the  British  Legion,  left  wing,  British  too  by 
name,  had  a  much  easier  job.  But  the  fight  generally  was  of 
hot  and  stubborn  kind,  for  hours,  perhaps  two  or  more ; — and 
some  say,  would  not  have  ended  so  triumphantly,  had  it  not 
been  for  Duke  Ferdinand's  Vanguard,  Lord  Granby  and  the 
English  Horse;  who,  warned  by  the  noise  ahead,  pushed  on 
at  the  top  of  their  speed,  and  got  in  before  the  death.  Granby 
and  the  Blues  had  gone  at  the  high  trot,  for  above  five  miles ; 
and,  I  doubt  not,  were  in  keen  humour  when  they  rose  to  the 
gallop  and  slashed  in.  Mauvillon  says,  "  It  was  in  this  attack 
that  Lord  Granby,  at  the  head  of  the  Blues,  his  own  regiment, 
had  his  hat  blown  off ;  a  big  bald  circle  in  his  head  rendering 
the  loss  more  conspicuous.  But  he  never  minded;  stormed 
still  on,"  bare  bald  head  among  the  helmets  and  sabres ;  "  and 

^  made  it  very  evident  that  had  he,  instead  of  Sackville,  led 
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"  at  Minden,  there  had  been  a  different  story  to  tell.  The 
"  English,  by  their  valour,"  adds  he,  "  greatly  distinguished 
"  themselves  this  day.  And  accordingly  they  suffered  by  far 
"  the  most ;  their  loss  amounting  to  590  men :"  or,  as  others 
^  count,— out  of  1,200  killed  and  womided,  800  were  English.'*® 
This  of  Granby  and  the  bald  head  is  mainly  what  now 
renders  Warburg  memorable.  For,  in  a  year  or  two,  the  ex- 
cellent Keynolds  did  a  Portrait  of  Granby;  and  by  no  means 
forgot  this  incident ;  but  gives  him  bare-headed,  bare  and  bald ; 
the  oblivious  British  connoisseur  not  now  knowing  why,  as  per- 
haps he  ought.  The  Portrait,  I  suppose,  may  be  in  Belvoir 
Castle ;  the  artistic  Why  of  the  baldness  is  this  Battle  of  War" 
hurg,  as  above.  An  Affair  otherwise  of  no  moment.  Ferdinand 
had  soon  to  quit  the  Diemel,  or  to  find  it  useless  for  him,  and  to 
try  other  methods, — fencing  gallantly,  but  too  weak  for  Broglio ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  had  a  difficult  Campaign  of  it,  against  that 
considerable  Soldier  with  forces  so  superior. 

*  Mauvillon,  ii.  114.  Or  better,  in  all  these  three  cases,  as  elsewhere, 
Tempelhofs  specific  Chapter  on  Ferdinand  (Tempelhof,  iv.  101-122). 
Ferdinand's  Despatch  (to  King  George),  in  KnesehecJc^  ii.  96-98 ;— or  in 
tlifi  Old  Newspapers  (Genileman^s  Magazine^  zzx.  386,  387),  where  also  is 
liord  Granby's  Despatch. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

BATTLE   OF   LIEGNITZ. 

Friedrich  stayed  hardly  one  day  in  Meissen  Country  p 
Silesia,  in  the  jaws  of  destruction,  requiring  such  speed 
from  him.  His  new  Series  of  Marches  thitherward,  for- 
the  next  two  weeks  especially,  with  Daun  and  Lacy, 
and  at  last  with  Loudon  too,  for  escort,  are  still  more 
singular  than  the  foregoing  ;  a  fortnight  of  Soldier  His- 
tory such  as  is  hardly  to  be  paralleled  elsewhere.  OT 
his  inward  gloom  one  hears  nothing.  But  the  Problem 
itself  approaches  to  the  desperate;  needing  daily  new 
invention,  new  audacity,  with  imminent  destruction 
overhanging  it  throughout.  A  March  distinguished  in 
Military  Annals; — ^but  of  which  it  is  not  for  us  to  pre- 
tend treating.  Military  readers  will  find  it  in  Tempelhof, 
and  the  supplementary  Books  from  time  to  time  cited 
here.  And,  for  our  own  share,  we  can  only  say,  that 
Friedrich's  labours  strike  us  as  abundantly  Herculean; 
more  Alcides-like  than  ever, — the  rather  as  hopes  of 
any  success  have  sunk  lower  than  ever.  A  modem 
Alcides,  appointed  to  confront  Tartarus  itself,  and  be 
victorious  over  the  Three-headed  Dog.  Daun,  Lacy, 
Loudon  coming  on  you  simultaneously,  open-mouthed, 
are  a  considerable  Tartarean  Dog !  Soldiers  judge  that 
the  King's  resources  of  genius  were  extremely  con- 
spicuous on  this  occasion;  and  to  all  men  it  is  in  evi- 
dence that  seldom  in  the  Arena  of  this  Universe,  looked 
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on  by.  the  idle  Populaces  and  by  the  eternal  Gods  and 
Antigods  (called  Devils),  did  a  Son  of  Adam  fence 
better  for  himself,  now  and  throughout. 

This,  his  Third  march  to  Silesia  in  1760,  is  judged 
to  be  the  most  forlorn  and  ominous  Friedrich  ever 
made  thither;  real  peril,  and  ruin  to  Silesia  and  him, 
more  inuninent  than  even  in  the  old  Leuthen  days. 
Difficulties,  complicacies  very  many,  Friedrich  can  fore- 
see: a  Daun's  Army  and  a  Lacy's  for  escort  to  us;  and 
such  a  Silesia  when  we  do  arrive.  And  there  is  one 
complicacy  more  which  he  does  not  yet  know  of;  that 
of  Loudon  waiting  ahead  to  welcome  him,  on  crossing 
the  Frontier,  and  increase  his  escort  thenceforth ! — Or 
rather,  let  us  say,  Friedrich,  thanks  to  the  despondent 
Henri  and  others,  has  escaped  a  great  Silesian  Cala- 
mity;— of  which  he  will  hear,  with  mixed  emotions, 
on  arriving  at  Bunzlau  on  the  Silesian  Frontier,  six 
days  after  setting  out.  Since  the  loss  of  Glatz  (July 
26th),  Friedrich  has  no  news  of  Loudon;  supposes  him 
to  be  trying  something  upon  Neisse,  to  be  adjusting 
with  his  slow  Russians ;  and,  in  short,  to  be  out  of  the 
dismal  account-current  just  at  present.  That  is  not  the 
fact  in  regard  to  Loudon;  that  is  far  from  the  fact. 

Loudon  is  trying  a  Stroke-of-Hand  on  Breslau^  in 
the  Glatz  Fashion^  in  the  Interim  (July  30th — 
August  3d). 

Hardly  above  six  hours  after  taking  Glatz,  swift 
Loudon,  no  Daun  now  tethering  him  (Daun  standing, 
or  sitting,  "in  rehef  of  Dresden"  far  oflF),  was  on  march 
for  Breslau — Vanguard  of  him  *  marched  that  same 
evening  (July  26th) :'  in  the  liveliest  hope  of  capturing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48         FEIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.      [Book  XX. 

l8t-7th  Aug.  1760. 

Breslau;  especially  if  Soltikof,  to  whom  this  of  Glatz 
ought  to  be  a  fine  symbol  and  pledge,  make  speed  to 
cooperate.  Soltikof  is  in  no  violent  enthusiasm  about 
Glatz ;  anxious  rather  about  his  own  magazine  at  Posen, 
and  how  to  get  it  carted  out  of  Henri's  way,  in  case  of 
our  advancing  towards  some  Silesian  Siege.  "  If  we 
were  not  ruined  last  year,  it  wasn't  Daun's  fault!" 
growls  he  often;  and  Montalembert  has  need  of  all  his 
suasive  virtues  (which  are  wonderful  to  look  at,  if  any- 
body cared  to  look  at  them,  all  flung  into  the  sea  in 
this  manner)  for  keeping  the  barbarous  man  in  any 
approach  to  harmony.  The  barbarous  man  had,  after 
haggle  enough,  adjusted  himself  for  besieging  Glogau ; 
and  is  surly  to  hear,  on  the  sudden  (order  from  Peters- 
burg reinforcing  Loudon),  that  it  is  Breslau  instead. 
"  Excellence,  it  is  not  Cunctator  Daim  this  time,  it  is 
fiery  Loudon."  "  Well,  Breslau,  then?'  answers  Solti- 
kof at  last,  after  much  suasion.  And  marches  thither;^ 
faster  than  usual,  quickened  by  new  temporary  hopes, 
of  Montalembert's  raising  or  one's  own :  "  What  a  place- 
of-arms,  and  place  of  victual,  would  Breslau  be  for  us, 
after  all!" 

And  really  mends  his  pace,  mends  it  ever  more,  as 
matters  grow  stringent;  and  advances  upon  Breslau  at 
his  swiftest:  "To  rendezvous  with  Loudon  under  the 
walls  there, — ^within  the  walls  very  soon,  and  ourselves 
chief  proprietor!" — as  may  be  hoped.  Breslau  has  a 
garrison  of  4,000,  only  1,000  of  them  stanch;  and  there 
are,  among  other  bad  items,  9,000  Austrian  Prisoners 
in  it.  A  big  City  with  weak  walls:  another  place  to 
defend  than  rockhewn  little  Glatz, — ^if  there  be  no 
better  than  a  D'O  for  Conunandant  in  it!  But  per- 
haps there  is. 

>  Tempelhof,  iv.  87-89  Q  Rose  from  Posen,  July  26th*). 
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^  Wednesday  30tA  Jvly^  Loudon's  Vanguard  arrived  at  Bres- 
'  lau ;  next  day  Loudon  himself ; — and  besieged  Breslau  very 

*  violently,  according  to  his  means,  till  the  Sunday  following. 

*  Troops  he  has  plenty,  40,000  odd,  which  he  gives  out  for  50 

*  or  even  60,000 ;  not  to  speak  of  Soltikof,  "with  75,000"  (read 
^  45,000),  striding  on  in  a  fierce  and  dreadful  manner  to  meet 
^  him  here.  "  Better  surrender  to  Christian  Austrians,  had  not 
'  yout"  Loudon's  Artillery  is  not  come  up,  it  is  only  struggling 
^  on  from  Glatz ;  Soltikof  of  his  own  has  no  Siege-Artillery ;  and 

*  Loudon  judges  that  heavy-footed  Soltikof,  waited  on  by  an 
^  alert  Prince  Henri,  is  a  problematic  quantity  in  this  enter- 
^  prise.  "  Speedy  oneself ;  speedy  and  fiery  I"  thinks  Loudon : 
"  by  violence  of  speed,  of  bullying  and  bombardment,  perhaps 
'  we  can  still  do  it  T  And  Loudon  tried  all  these  things  to  a 
'  high  stretch ;  but  found  in  Tauentzien  the  wrong  man. 

*  Thursday  31«<,  Loudon,  who  has  two  bridges  over  Oder, 
'and  the  Town  begirt  all  round,  summons  Tauentzien  in  an 

*  awful-sounding  tone :  "  Consider,  Sir :  no  defence  possible ;  a 

*  trading  Town,  you  ought  not  to  attempt  defence  of  it :  surrender 
'  on  fair  terms,  or  I  shall,  which  God  forbid,  be  obliged  to  bum 

*  you  and  it  from  the  face  of  the  world  I"   "  Pooh,  pooh,"  answers 

*  Tauentzien,  in  brief  polite  terms ;  "  you  yourselves  had  no  doubt 

*  it  was  a  Garrison,  when  we  besieged  you  here,  on  the  heel  of 
'  Leuthen ;   had  you  ?     Go  to  T  —    Fiery  Loudon  cannot  try 

*  storm,  the  Town  having  Oder  and  a  wet  ditch  round  it.  He 
'  gets  his  bombarding  batteries  forward,  as  the  one  chance  he 

*  has,  aided  by  bullying.     And  tomorrow, 

'  Friday y  August  \sty  sends,  half  officially,  half  in  the  friendly 
^  way,  dreadful  messages  again :  a  warning  to  the  Mayor  of 
'  Breslau  (which  was  not  signed  by  Loudon),  "Death  and  de- 

*  struction,  Sir,  unless" —  I — ^warning  to  the  Mayor ;  and,  by  the 

*  same  private  half-official  messenger,  a  new  summons  to  Tauen- 

*  tzien :  *'  Bombardment  infallible ;  universal  massacre  by  Croats; 

*  I  will  not  spare  the  child  in  its  mother's  womb."     "  I  am  not 

*  with  child,"  said  Tauentzien,  "  nor  are  my  soldiers !  What  is 
<  the  use  of  such  talk?"    And  about  10  that  night,  Loudon  does 

*  accordingly  break  out  into  all  the  fire  of  bombardment  he  is 

*  master  of.    Kindles  the  Town  in  various  places,  which  were 

VOL*  VL  fi 
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^  quenched  again  by  Tauentzien's  arrangements ;  kindles  espe- 
^  cially  the  King^s  fine  Dwelling-house  (Palace  they  call  it),  and 

*  adjacent  streets,  not  quenchable  till  Palace  and  they  are  much 
^  ruined.     Will  this  make  no  impression?     Far  too  little. 

^Next  morning,  Loudon  sends  a  private  messenger  of  con- 

*  ciliatory  tone :  "  Any  terms  your  Excellency  likes  to  name. 
^  Only  spare  me  the  general  massacre,  and  child  in  the  mother's 

*  womb  I"     From  all  which  Tauentzien  infers  that  you  are  pro- 
^  bably  short  of  ammunition ;  and  that  his  outlooks  are  improv- 

*  ing.     That  day  he  gets  guns  brought  to   bear  on   General 

*  Loudon's  own  quarter ;  blazes  into  Loudon's  sitting-room,  so 

*  that  Loudon  has  to  shift  elsewhither.    No  bombardment  ensues 

*  that  night ;  nor  next  day  anything  but  desultory  cannonading, 

*  and  much  noise  and  motion ; — and  at  night,  Sunday  3d,  every- 

*  thing  falls  quiet,  and,  to  the  glad  amazement  of  everybody, 

*  Loudon  has  vanished.'* 

Loudon  had  no  other  shift  left.  This  Sunday  his 
Eussians  are  still  five  days  distant;  alert  Henri,  on  the 
contrary,  is,  in  a  sense,  come  to  hand.  Crossed  the 
Katzbach  River  this  day,  the  Vanguard  of  him  did,  at 
Parchvntz;  and  fell  upon  our  Bakery;  which  has  haxi 
to  take  the  road.  "  Guard  the  Bakery,  all  hands  there," 
orders  Loudon ;  "  ofi^  to  Striegau  and  the  Hills  with  it ;" 
— and  is  himself  gone  thither  after  it,  leaving  Breslau, 
Henri  and  the  Russians,  to  what  fate  may  be  in  store  for 
them.  Henri  has  again  made  one  of  his  winged  marches, 
the  deft  creature,  though  the  despondent;  *  march  of  90 
miles  in  three  days'  (in  the  last  three,  from  Glogau,  90 ; 

«  Tempelliof,  iv.  90-100 ;  Aichenholtz.  ii  89-94 ;  Hofbmcht  von  der 
Belagerung  von  Breslau  im  August  1760  (in  Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  IL  688- 
698)  ;  also  in  Helden-GesckichU^  vi.  299-309  :  in  Anonymous  of  Hamburg 
(iv.  115-124),  that  is,  in  the  Old  Newspapers^  extremely  particular  aoooimt, 
How  '  not  only  the  finest  Horse  in  Breslau,  and  the  finest  House'  (King*a 
Palace),  *  but  the  handsomest  Man,  and,  alas,  also  the  prettiest  Girl'  (poor 
Jungfer  Muller,  shattered  by  a  bomb-shell  on  the  streets), '  were  destroyed 
in  this  short  Si^ge/— world-famous  for  the  moment.    Preuss,  ii  246. 
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in  the  whole,  from  Landsberg,  above  200), '  and  has  saved 
. '  the  State/  says  Retzow.     *  Made  no  camping,  merely 

*  bivouacked  ;  halting  for  a  rest  four  or  five  hours  here 

*  and  there  ;'*  and,  on  August  5th,  is  at  Lissa  (this  side 
the  Field  of  Leuthen) ;  making  Breslau  one  of  the  glad- 
dest of  cities. 

So  that  Soltikof,  on  arriving  (village  of  Hundsfeld^ 
August  8th),  by  the  other  side  of  the  River,  finds  Henri's 
advanced  guards  entrenched  over  there,  in  Old  Oder; 
no  Russian  able  to  get  within  five  miles  of  Breslau, — 
nor  able  to  do  more  than  cannonade  in  the  distance, 
and  ask  with  indignation,  "  Where  are  the  siege-guns, 
then;  where  is  General  Loudon?  Instead  of  Breslau 
capturable,  and  a  sure  Magazine  for  us,  here  is  Henri, 
and  nothing  but  steel  to  eat !"  And  the  Soltikof  risen 
into  Russian  rages,  and  the  Montalembert  sunk  in  diffi- 
culties :  readers  can  imagine  these.  Indignant  Soltikoi^ 
deaf  to  suasion,  with  this  dangerous  Henri  in  attend- 
ance, is  gradually  edging  back;  always  rather  back, 
with  an  eye  to  his  provisions,  and  to  certain  bogs  and 
woods  he  knows  of.  But  we  will  leave  the  Soltikof- 
Henri  end  of  the  Une,  for  the  opposite  end,  which  is 
more  interesting. — To  Friedrich,  till  he  got  to  Silesia 
itself,  these  events  are  totally  unknown.  His  cunctatory 
Henri,  by  this  winged  march,  when  the  moment  came, 
what  a  service  has  he  done ! — 

Tauentzien's  behaviour,  also,  has  been  superlative 
at  Breslau  ;  and  was  never  forgotten  by  the  King.  A 
very  brave  man,  testifies  Lessing  of  him ;  true  to  the 
death :  '  Had  there  come  but  three,  to  rally  with  the 
^  King  under  a  bush  of  the  forest,  Tauentzien  would 

*  have  been  one.'   Tauentzien  was  on  the  ramparts  once, 

»  Eetzow,  iL  230  (very  vague)  ;  in  TempeDiof  (iv.  89,  90,  96-07)  dear 
aad  specific  aoconnt. 
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in  this  Breslau  pinch,  giving  orders ;  a  bomb  burst  beside 
him,  did  not  injure  him.    "  Mark  that  place,"  said  Tauen-  , 
tzien;  and  clapt  his  hat  on  it,  continuing  his  orders,  till 
a  more  permanent  mark  were  put.     In  that  spot,  as  in- 
tended through  the  next  thirty  years,  he  now  lies  buried.* 

Friedrich  on  March^  for  the  Third  Time^  to 
rescue  Silesia  (August  lst-15th). 

August  Istf  Friedrich  crossed  the  Elbe  at  Zehren, 
in  the  Schieritz  vicinity,  as  near  Meissen  as  he  could; 
but  it  had  to  be  some  six  miles  farther  down,  such  the 
liabilities  to  Austrian  disturbance.  All  are  across  that 
morning  by  5  o'clock  (began  at  2);  whence  we  double 
back  eastward,  and  camp  that  night  at  DaUwitz, — ^are 
quietly  asleep  there,  while  Loudon's  bombardment  bursts 
out  on  Breslau,  far  away !  At  Dallwitz  we  rest  next  day, 
wait  for  our  Bakeries  and  Baggages ;  and,  Sunday  Augu^st 
Sd,  at  2  in  the  morning,  set  forth  on  the  forlomest  ad- 
venture in  the  world. 

The  arrangements  of  the  March,  foreseen  and  settied 
beforehand  to  the  last  item,  are  of  a  perfection  beyond 
praise  ; — as  is  still  visible  in  the  General  Order,  or  sum- 
mary of  directions  given  out;  which,  to  this  day,  one 
reads  with  a  kind  of  satisfaction  like  that  derivable  from 
the  Forty-seventh  of  Euclid :  clear  to  the  meanest  ca- 
pacity, not  a  word  wanting  in  it,  not  a  word  superfluous, 
solid  as  geometry.      *The   Army  marches  always  in 

*  Three  Columns,  left  Colunm  foremost :  our  First  Line 

*  of  Battle'  (in  case  we  have  fighting)  *  is  this  foremost 

*  Column;  Second  Line  is  the  Second  Colimm;  Reserve 

*  is  the  Third.     All  Generals'  chaises,  money- wagons, 

*  and  regimental  Surgeons'  wagons  remain  with  their 

*  MiliUdr-Lexikon^  iv.  72-75 ;  Leesing's  Werke;  Ac.  &c. 
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'  respective  Battalions;  as  do  the  Heavy  Batteries  with 

*  Ae  Brigades  to  which  they  belong.     When  the  march 

*  is  through  woody  country,  the  Cavalry  regiments  go  in 

*  between  the  Battalions'  (to  be  ready  against  Pandour 
operations  and  accidents). 

*  With  the  First  Column,  the  Ziethen  Hussars  and 

*  Free-Battalion  Courbi^re  have  always  the  vanguard; 
'  Mohring  Hussars  and  Free-Battalion  Quintus'  (speed 
to  you,    learned  friend!)   *the  rearguard.     With  the 

*  Second  Column  always  the  Dragoon  regiments  Nor- 

*  mann  and  Krockow  have  the  vanguard ;  Regiment 

*  Czetteritz'  (Dragoons,  poor  Czetteritz  himself,  with  his 
lost  Manuscript^  is  captive  since  February  last)  'the 

*  rearguard.     With  the  Third  Colunm  always  the  Dra- 

*  goon  regiment  Holstein  as  head,  and  the  ditto  Fink- 

*  enstein  to  close  the  Column.' — 'During  every  march, 

*  however,  there  are  to  be  of  the  Second  Column  2  Bat- 

*  talions  joined  with  Column  Third;  so  that  the  Third 
'  Column  consist  of  10  Battalions,  the  Second  of  6,  while 
'  on  march. 

'  Ahead  of  each  Column  go  three  Pontoon  Wagons; 

*  and  daily  are  50  work-people  allowed  them,  who  are 

*  immediately  to  lay  Bridge,  where  it  is  necessary.  The 
'rearguard  of  each  Colunm  takes  up  these  Bridges 
'  again;  brings  them  on,  and  returns  them  to  the  head 
'  of  the  Column,  when  the  Army  has  got  to  camp.  In 
'  the  Second  Column  are  to  be  500  wagons,  and  also  in 
'  the  Third  500  ;  so  shared  that  each  battalion  gets  an 
'  equal  number.  The  battalions — '^  *  *  This  may 
serve  as  specimen. 

The  March  proceeded  through  the  old  Country ;  a  little  to 
left  of  the  track  in  June  past :  Roder  Water,  Pulsnitz  Water ; 

•  In  Tempelhof  (iv.  125, 126)  the  entire  Piece. 
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Kamenz  nei^bourhood^  Bautzen  neighbourhood, — ^Bunzlau  on 
Silesian  ground.  Daun,  at  Bischofswerda,  had  foreseen  this 
March ;  and,  by  his  Light  people,  had  spoiled  the  Boad  all  he 
could;  broken  all  the  Bridges,  AaZ/'-felled  the  Woods  (to  render 
them  impassable).  Daun,  the  instant  he  heard  of  the  actual 
March,  rose  from  Bischof swerda :  forward,  forward  always,  to 
be  ahead  of  it,  however  rapid ;  Lacy,  hanging  on  the  rear  of 
it,  willing  to  give  trouble  with  his  Pandour  harpies,  but  studious 
above  all  that  it  should  not  whirl  round  anywhere  ajad  get 
upon  his,  Lac/s,  own  throat.  One  of  the  strangest  marches 
ever  seen.     *  An  onlooker,  who  had  observed  the  march  of  these 

*  different  Armies,'  says  Friedrich,  *  would  have  thought  that 
'they  all  belonged  to   one  leader.    Feldmarschall  Daun's  he 

*  would  have  taken  for  the  Vanguard,  the  King's  for  the  main 

*  Army,  and  General  Lac/s  for  the  Rearguard.'*  Tempelhof 
says :  *It  is  given  only  to  a  Friedrich  to  marc^i  on  those  terms; 
'between  Two  hostile  Armies,  his  equals  in  strength,  and  a 

*  Hird'  (Loudon's,  in  Striegau  Country)  *  waiting  ahead.' 

The  March  passed  without  accident  of  moment;  had  not, 
from  Lacy  or  Daun,  any  accident  whatever.  On  the  second 
day,  an  Aide-de-Camp  of  Daun's  was  picked  up,  with  Letters 
from  Lacy  (back  of  the  cards  visible  to  Friedrich).  Once, — it 
is  the  third  day  of  the  March  (August  6th,  village  of  Bothwasser 
to  be  quarter  for  the  night), — on  coming  toward  Neisse  River, 
some  careless  Officer,  trusting  to  peasants,  instead  of  examining 
for  himself  and  building  a  bridge,  drove  his  Artillery-wagons 
into  the  so-called  ford  of  Neisse ;  which  nearly  swallowed  the 
foremost  of  them  in  quicksands.  Nearly,  but  not  completely ; 
and  caused  a  loss  of  five  or  six  hours  to  that  Second  Column. 
So  that  darkness  came  on  Column  Second  in  the  woody  intrica- 
cies ;  and  several  hundreds  of  the  deserter  kind  took  the  oppor^ 
tunity  of  disappearing  altogether.  An  unlucky,  evidently  too 
languid  Officer ;  though  Friedrich  did  not  annihilate  the  poor 
fellow,  perhaps  did  not  rebuke  him  at  all,  but  merely  marked  it 
in  elucidation  of  his  qualities  for  time  coming.     ^  This  miserable 

*  village  of  Rothwasser^  (headquarters  after  the  dangerous  f ord- 

•  (EuvreadeFridSriCjY.^. 
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ing  of  Neisse),  says  Mitchell,  ^  stands  in  the  middle  of  a  wood, 
'  almost  as  wild  and  impenetrable  as  thbse  in  North  America. 
^  There  was  hardly  ground  enough   cleared  about  it  for  the 

*  encampment  of  the  troops.'^  Thursday^  August  Ithj  Friedrich, 
— traversing  the  old  Country,  but  more  direct,  by  Konigsbriick 
and  Kamenz  this  time, — ^is  at  Bunzlau  altogether.  ^  Bunzlau  on 
the  Bober  ;*  the  SiUsian  Bunzlau,  not  the  Bohemian  or  any  of 
the  others.  It  is  some  30  miles  west  of  Liegnitz,  which  again 
lies  some  40  north-west  of  Schweidnitz  and  the  Strong  Places. 
Friedrich  has  now  done  100  miles  of  excellent  marching;  and 
he  has  still  a  good  spell  more  to  do,— dragging  *  2,000  heavy 
wagons'  with  him,  and  across  such  impediments  within  and 
without.  Eeaders  that  care  to  study  him,  especially  for  the 
next  few  days,  will  find  it  worth  their  while. 

Tempelhof  gives,  as  usual,  a  most  clear  Account,  minute 
to  a  degree ;  which,  supplemented  by  Mitchell  and  a  Reimann 
Map,  enables  us  as  it  were  to  accompany,  and  to  witness  with 
our  eyes.  Hitherto  a  March  toilsome  in  the  extreme,  in  spite 
of  everything  done  to  help  it;  starting  at  3  or  at  2  in  the 
morning;  resting  to  breakfast  in  some  shady  place,  while  the 
sun  is  high,  frugally  cooking  under  the  shady  woods, — "  Bur^ 
schen  abzukochen  here,"  as  the  Order  pleasantly  bears.  All 
encamped  now,  at  Bunzlau  in  Silesia,  on  Thursday  evening, 
with  a  very  eminent  week's  work  behind  them.  ^In  the  last 
^  five  days,  above  100  miles  of  road,  and  such  road ;  five  con- 

*  siderable  rivers  in  it' — ^Bober,  Queiss,  Neisse,  Spree,  Elbe ;  and 
with  such  a  wagon-train  of  2,000  teams.® 

Proper  that  we  rest  a  day  here ;  in  view  of  the  still  swifter 
marchings  and  sudden  dashings  about,  which  lie  ahead.  It  will 
be  by  extremely  nimble  use  of  all  the  limbs  we  have, — ^hands  as 
well  as  feet, — ^if  any  good  is  to  come  of  us  now  I  Friedrich  is 
aware  that  Daim  already  holds  Striegau  "  as  an  outpost"  (Lou- 
don thereabouts,  unknown  to  Friedrich),  "  these  several  days ;" 
and  that  Daun  personally  is  at  Schmottseifen,  in  our  own  old 
Camp  there,  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  south  of  us,  and  has 
lus  Lacy  to  leftward  of  him,  partly  even  to  rearward :  rather 


»  Mitchell,  ii.  190 ;  Tempelhof,  iv.  131. 
•  Tempelhof,  iv.  123-160. 
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in  advance  of  U8y  both  of  them, — ^if  we  were  for  Landshut;* 
which  we  are  not.  "  Be  swift  enough,  may  not  we  cut  through 
to  Jauer,  and  get  ahead  of  Daun?"  counts  Friedrich :  "To 
Jauer,  south-east  of  us,  from  Bunzlau  here,  is  40  miles;  and 
to  Jauer  it  is  above  30  east  for  Daun:  possible  to  be  there 
before  Daun!  Jauer  ours,  thence  to  the  Heights  of  Strie- 
gau  and  Hohenfriedberg  Country,  within  wind  of  Schweidnitz, 
of  Breslau:  magazines,  union  with  Prince  Henri,  all  secure 
thereby!"  So  reckons  the  sanguine  Friedrich;  unaware  that 
Loudon,  with  his  corps  of  35,000,  has  been  summoned  hither- 
ward  ;  which  will  make  important  differences  1  Loudon,  Beck 
with  a  smaller  Satellite  Corps,  both  these,  unknown  to  Fried- 
rich, lie  ready  on  the  east  of  him:  Loudon's  Army  on  the 
east ;  Daun's,  Lac/s  on  the  south  and  west ;  three  big  ArmieS| 
with  their  Satellites,  gathering  in  upon  this  King :  here  is  a 
Three-headed  Dog,  in  the  Tartarus  of  a  world  he  now  has  I  On 
the  fourth  side  of  him  is  Oder,  and  the  Russians,  who  are  also 
perhaps  building  Bridges,  by  way  of  a  supplementary  or  fourth 
head. 

Atigitst  9th  (Bunzlau  to  Goldberg)^  Friedrich,  with  his  Three 
Columns  and  perfect  arrangements,  makes  a  long  march :  from 
Bunzlau  at  8  in  the  morning;  and  at  5  afternoon*  arrives 
in  sight  of  the  Katzbach  Valley,  with  the  little  Town  of 
Goldberg  some  miles  to  right.  Katzbach  River  is  here;  and 
Jauer,  for  to-morrow,  still  fifteen  miles  ahead.  But  on  recon- 
noitering  here,  all  is  locked  and  bolted :  Lacy  strong  on  the  Hills 
of  Goldberg;  Daun  visibly  across  the  Katzbach;  Daun,  and 
behind  him  Loudon,  inexpugnably  posted:  Jauer  an  impossi-^ 
bility !  We  have  bread  only  for  eight  days ;  our  Magazines  are 
at  Schweidnitz  and  Breslau :  what  is  to  be  done?  Get  through^ 
one  way  or  other,  we  needs  must  1  Friedrich  encamps  for  the 
night ;  expecting  an  attack.  If  not  attacked,  he  will  make  for 
Liegnitz  leftward ;  cross  the  Katzbach  there,  or  farther  down 
at  Parchwitz: — ^Parchwitz,  Neumarkt,  LetUlien,  we  have  been 
in  that  country  before  now : — ^Courage  1 

August  lOth-lWi  (to  Liegnitz  and  back).  At  5  A.M.,  Sun- 
day August  10th,  Friedrich,  nothing  of  attack  having  come, 

^  See  Map  at  p.  130a. 
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got  on  march  again :  down  his  own  left  bank  of  the  Katzbach, 
straight  for  Liegnitz;  unopposed  altogether;  not  even  a  Pan- 
donr  having  attacked  him  overnight.  But  no  sooner  is  he 
under  way,  than  Daun  too  rises ;  Daun,  Loudon,  close  by,  on 
the  other  side  of  Katzbach,  and  "like  a  Fourth  column  to  our 
Three,"  keep  step  with  us,  on  our  right;  Lac/s  light  people 
hovering  on  our  rear: — ^three  truculent  fellows  in  buckram; 
fancy  the  feelings  of  the  wayworn  solitary  fourth,  whom  they 
are  gloomily  dogging  in  this  way  I  The  solitary  fourth  does  his 
fifteen  miles  to  Liegnitz,  unmolested  by  them ;  encamps  on  the 
Heights  which  look  down  on  Liegnitz  over  the  south;  finds, 
however,  that  the  Loudon-Daun  people  have  likewise  been  dili- 
gent; that  they  now  lie  stretched  out  on  their  right  bank,  three 
or  four  miles  up-stream  or  to  rearward,  and  what  is  far  worse^ 
seven  miles  downwards,  or  ahead:  that,  in  fact,  they  are  a 
march  nearer  Parchwitz  than  he ; — and  that  there  is  again  no 
possibility.  "  Perhaps  by  Jauer,  then,  still  ?  Out  of  this,  and 
at  lowest,  into  some  vicinity  of  bread,  it  does  behove  us  to  be  T' 
At  11  that  night  Friedrich  gets  on  march  again ;  returns  the 
way  he  came.    And, 

August  llihj  At  daybreak,  is  back  to  his  old  ground;  no- 
tiling  now  to  oppose  him  but  Lacy,  who  is  gone  across  from 
Goldberg,  to  linger  as  rear  of  the  Daim-Loudon  march.  Fried- 
rich  steps  across  on  Lacy,  thirsting  to  have  a  stroke  at  Lacy ; 
who  vanishes  fast  enough,  learning  the  ground  clear.  Could  but 
oar  baggage  have  come  as  fast  as  we  I  But  our  baggage,  Quintus 
guarding  and  urging,  has  to  groan  on  for  five  hours  yet ;  and 
without  it,  there  is  no  stirring.  Five  mortal  hours ; — ^by  which 
time,  Daun,  Lacy,  Loudon  are  all  up  again;  between  us  and 
Jauer,  between  us  and  everything  helpful ; — and  Friedrich  has 
to  encamp  in  Seichau, — ^  a  very  poor  Village  in  the  Mountains* 
(writes  Mitchell,  who  was  painfully  present  there),  *  surrounded 

*  on  all  sides  by  Heights ;  on  several  of  which,  in  the  evenings 

*  the  Austrians  took  camp,  separated  from  us  by  a  deep  ravine 
'only,** 

Outlooks  are  growing  very  questionable  to  Mitchell 
and  everybody.   "  Only  four-days  provisions"  (in  reality 

•  Mitchell,  ii.  194. 
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six),  whisper  the  Prussian  Generals  gloomily  to  Mitchell 
and  to  one  another :  "  Shall  we  have  to  make  for  Glo- 
gau,  then,  and  leave  Breslau  to  its  fate?  Or  perhaps 
it  will  be  a  second  Maxen  to  his  Majesty  and  us,  who 
was  so  indignant  with  poor  Finck  ?"  My  friends,  no ;  a 
Maxen  like  Finck's  it  wiU  never  be :  a  very  diflferent 
Maxen,  if  any !     But  we  hope  better  things. 

Friedrich's   situation,  grasped  in  the   Three-lipped 
Pincers  in  this  manner,  is  conceivable  to  readers.     Sol- 
tikof,  on  the  other  side  of  Oder,  as  supplementary  or 
fourth  lip,  is  very  impatient  with  these  three.     "  Why 
all  this  dodging,  and  fidgeting  to  and  fro?     You  are 
above  three  to  one  of  your  enemy.     Why  don't  you 
close  on  him  at  once,  if  you  mean  it  at  all?   The  end  is, 
He  will  be  across  the  Oder;  and  it  is  I  that  shall  have 
the  brunt  to  bear :  Henri  and  he  will  enclose  me  be- 
tween two  fires!"     And  in  fact,  Henri,  as  we  know, 
though  Friedrich  does  not  or  only  half  does,  has  gone 
across  Oder,  to  watch  Soltikof,  and  guard  Breslau  from 
any  attempts  of  his, — ^which  are  far  from  his  thoughts  at 
this  moment ; — a  Soltikof  fuming  violently  at  the  thought 
of  such  cunctations,  and  of  being  made  cat's-paw  again. 
"Know,  however,   that  I   understand  you,"  violently 
fumes  Soltikof,  "  and  that  I  won't.     I  fall  back  into  the 
Trebnitz  Bog-Country,  on  my  own  right  bank  here,  and 
look  out  for  my  own  safety." — "  Patience,  your  noble 
Excellenz,"  answer  they  always;  "oh,  patience  yet  a 
little!     Only  yesterday  (Sunday  10th,  the  day  after  his 
arrival  in  this  region),  we  had  decided  to  attaxik  and 
crush  him;  Sunday  very  early  :^^  but  he  skipped  away 
to  Liegnitz.     Oh,  be  patient  yet  a  day  or  two :  he  skips 
about  at  such  a  rate !"     Montalembert  has  to  be  suasive 
as  the  Muses  and  the  Sirens.    Soltikof  gloomily  consents 

w  Tempelhof,  iv.  137, 148-160. 
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to  another  day  or  two.  And  even,  such  his  anxiety 
lest  this  swift  King  skip  over  upon  him^  pushes  out  a 
considerable  Russian  Division,  24,000  ultimately,  under 
Czemichef,  towards  the  King's  side  of  things,  towards 
Auras  on  Oder,  namely, — ^there  to  watch  for  oneself 
these  interesting  Royal  movements ;  or  even  to  join 
with  Loudon  out  there,  if  that  seem  the  safer  course, 
agidnst  them.  Of  Czemichef  at  Auras  we  shall  hear 
farther  on, — were  these  Royal  movements  once  got 
completed  a  little. 

Morning  of  August  12^,  Friedrich  has,  in  his  bad  lodging  at 
Seichau,  laid  a  new  plan  of  route :  "  Towards  Schweidnitz  let  it 
be;  round  by  Pombsen  and  the  south-east,  by  the  Hill-roads, 
make  a  sweep  flankward  of  the  enemy  T — and  has  people  out 
reconnoitering  the  Hill-roads.  Hears,  however,  about  8  o'clock. 
That  Austrians  in  strength  are  coming  between  us  and  Goldberg  I 
"Intending  to  enclose  us  in  this  bad  pot  of  a  Seichau ;  no  cross- 
ing  of  the  Katzbach,  or  other  retreat  to  be  left  us  at  all?" 
Friedrich  strikes  his  tents ;  ranks  himself ;  is  speedily  in  readi- 
ness for  dispute  of  such  extremity ; — sends  out  new  patrols,  how- 
ever, to  ascertain.  "Austrians  in  strength"  there  are  not  on  the 
side  indicated; — ^whereupon  he  draws  in  again.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Hjll-roads  are  reported  absolutely  impassable  for 
baggage;  Pombsen  an  impossibility,  as  the  other  places  have 
be»3.  So  Friedrich  sits  down  again  in  Seichau  to  consider; 
does  not  stir  all  day.  To  Mitchell's  horror,  who,  ^with  great 
labour/  bums  aU  the  legationary  ciphers  and  papers  ("impos- 
sible to  save  the  baggage  if  we  be  attacked  in  this  hollow  pot  of 
a  camp"),  and  feeb  much  relieved  on  finishing.^^ 

Towards  sunset.  General  Biilow,  with  the  Second  Line  (second 
colunm  of  march),  is  sent  out  Goldberg-way,  to  take  hold  of  the 
passage  of  the  Katzbach :  and  at  8  that  night,  we  all  march,  re- 
crossing  there  about  1  in  the  morning ;  thence  down  our  left 
bank  to  Xdegnitz  for  the  second  time, — ^sixteen  hours  of  it  in 
all,  or  till  noon  of  the  13th.    Mitchell  had  been  put  with  the 

"  Mitchell,  ii  144 ;  Tempelhof,  iv.  144. 
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Cavalry  part;  and  'cannot  but  observe  to  your  Lordship  what 
*  a  chief  comfort  it  was  in  this  long,  dangerous  and  painful 
'  March/  to  have  burnt  one's  ciphers  and  dread  secrets  quite  out 
of  the  way. 

And  thus,  Wednesday  August  13^,  about  noon,  we 
are  in  our  old  Camp ;  Headquarter  in  the  southern  sub- 
urb of  Liegnitz  (a  wretched  little  Tavern,  which  they 
still  show  there,  on  mythical  terms) :  main  part  of  the 
Camp,  I  should  think,  is  on  that  range  of  Heights,  which 
reaches  two  miles  southward,  and  is  now  called  ^^  Sieges- 
herg  (Victory  Hill),"  from  a  modem  Monument  built 
on  it,  after  nearly  100  years.  Here  Friedrich  stays  one 
day, — ^more  exactly,  30  hours; — and  his  shifting,  next 
time,  is  extremely  memorable. 

Battle^  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Liegnitz^  does  ensue 
(Friday  morning,  15th  August  1760.) 

Daun,  Lacy  and  Loudon,  the  Three-lipped  Pincers, 
have  of  course  followed,  and  are  again  agape  for  Fried- 
rich,  all  in  scientific  postures :  Daim  in  the  Jauer  re- 
gion, seven  or  eight  miles  south ;  Lacy  about  Goldberg, 
as  far  to  south-west;  Loudon  *  between  Jeschkendorf 
and  Koischwitz,'  north-eastward,  somewhat  closer  on 
Friedrich,  with  the  Katzbach  intervening.  That  Czer- 
nichef,  with  an  additional  24,000,  to  rear  of  Loudon,  is 
actually  crossing  Oder  at  Auras,  with  an  eye  to  junc- 
tion, Friedrich  does  not  hear  till  to-morrow.^* 

The  scene  is  rather  pretty,  if  one  admired  scenes. 
Liegnitz,  a  square,  handsome,  brick-bmlt  Town,  of  old 
standing,  in  good  repair  (population  then,  say  7,000), 
with  fine  old  castellated  edifices  and  aspects :  pleasant 
meeting,  in  level  circumstances,  of  the  Katzbach  valley 

.   »  Tempelhof,  iv.  148-151 ;  MitGheU,  iL  197. 
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with  the  Schwartzwasser  {Black -water)  ditto,  which 
forms  the  north  rim  of  Liegnitz;  pleasant  mixture  of 
green  poplars  and  brick  towers, — as  seen  from  that 
"Victory  Hill"  (more  likely  to  be  "Immediate-Ruin 
HiU!")  where  the  King  now  is.  Beyond  Liegnitz  and 
the  Schwartzwasser,  north-westward,  right  opposite  to 
the  King's,  rise  other  Heights,  called  of  Pfaflfendorf, 
which  guard  the  two  streams  aftei*  their  uniting.  Klos- 
ter  Wahlstatt,  a  famed  place,  lies  visible  to  south-east, 
few  miles  off.  Readers  recollect  one  Bliicher  "  Prince 
of  Wahlstatt,"  so  named  from  one  of  his  Anti- Napoleon 
victories  gained  there?  Wahlstatt  was  the  scene  of  an 
older  Fight,  almost  six  centuries  older,  ^^ — a  then  Prince 
of  Liegnitz  verstis  hideous  Tartar  multitudes,  who  rather 
beat  him;  and  has  been  a  Cloister  Wahlstatt  ever  since. 
Till  Thursday  14th,  about  8  in  the  evening,  Friedrich 
continued  in  his  Camp  of  Liegnitz.  We  are  now  within 
reach  of  a  notable  Passage  of  War. 

Friedrich's  Camp  extends  from  the  Village  of  Schim- 
melwitz,  fronting  the  Katzbach  for  about  two  miles, 
north-eastward,  to  his  Headquarter  in  Liegnitz  Suburb : 
Daun  is  on  his  right  and  rearward,  now  come  within 
four  or  five  miles;  Loudon  to  his  left  and  frontward, 
four  or  five,  the  Katzbach  separating  Friedrich  and 
him;  Lacy  lies  from  Goldberg  north-eastward,  to  within 
perhaps  a  like  distance  rearward:  that  is  the  position 
on  Thursday  14th.*  Provisions  being  all  but  run  out; 
and  three  Armies,  90,000  (not  to  count  Czemichef  and 
his  24,000  as  a  fourth)  watching  round  our  30,000, 
within  a  few  miles;  there  is  no  staying  here,  beyond 
this  day.  If  even  this  day  it  be  allowed  us?  This 
day,  Friedrich  had  to  draw  out,  and  stand  to  arms  for 


»  April  9tli,  1241  (Kohler,  Meichs-ffUtarie). 
^  Plan  at  p.  130a. 
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some  hours ;  while  the  Austrians  appeared  extensively 
on  the  Heights  about,  apparently  intending  an  attack ; 
till  it  proved  to  be  nothing :  only  an  elaborate  recon- 
noitering  by  Daun;  and  we  returned  to  our  tents  again. 
Friedrich  understands  well  enough  that  Daun,  with 
the  facts  now  before  him,  will  gradually  form  his  plan, 
and  also,  from  the  lie  of  matters,  what  his  plan  will  be : 
many  are  the  times  Daim  has  elaborately  reconnoitered, 
elaborately  laid  his  plan;  but  found,  on  coming  to  exe- 
cute, that  his  Friedrich  was  off  in  the  interim,  and  the 
plan  gone  to  air.  Friedrich  has  about  2,000  wagons  to 
drag  with  him  in  these  swift  marches:  Glogau  Maga- 
zine, his  one  resource,  should  Breslau  and  Schweidnitz 
prove  xmattainable,  is  forty-five  long  nnles  north-west- 
ward. "  Let  us  lean  upon  Glogau  withal,"  thinks 
Friedrich;  "and  let  us  be  out  of  this  straightway! 
March  tonight;  towards  Parchwitz,  which  is  towards 
Ologau  too.  Army  rest  till  daybreak  on  the  Heights 
of  Pfaffendorf  yonder,  to  examine,  to  wait  its  luck :  let 
the  empty  meal-wagons  jingle  on  to  Glogau ;  load  them- 
selves there,  and  jingle  back  to  us  in  Parchwitz  neigh- 
bourhood, should  Parchwitz  not  have  proved  impossible 

to  our  manceuverings, — let  us  hope  it  may  not !" 

Daun  and  the  Austrians  having  ceased  reconnoitering, 
and  gone  home,  Friedrich  rides  with  his  Generals, 
through  Liegnitz,  across  the  Schwartzwasser,  to  the 
Pfaffendorf  Heights,  "  Here,  Messieurs,  is  our  first 
halting-place  to  be:  here  we  shall  halt  till  daybreak, 
whUe  the  meal- wagons  jingle  on!"  And  explains  to. 
them  orally  where  each  is  to  take  post,  and  how  to 
behave.  Which  done,  he  too  returns  home,  no  doubt 
a  wearied  individual;  and  at  4  of  the  afternoon,  lies 
down  to  try  for  an  hour  or  two  of  sleep,  whUe.  all  hands 
are  busy  packing,  according  to  the  Orders  given. 
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It  is  a  fact  recorded  by  Friedrich  himself,  and  by 
many  other  people,  That,  at  this  interesting  juncture, 
there  appeared  at  the  King's  gate.  King  hardly  yet 
asleep,  a  staggering  Austrian  Officer,  Irish  by  nation, 
who  had  suddenly  found  good  to  desert  the  Austrian 
Service  for  the  Prussian — ("Sorrow  on  them:  a  pack 
or' — what  shall  I  say?) — Irish  gentleman,  bursting 
with  intelligence  of  some  kind,  but  evidently  deep  in 
liquor  withal.     "Impossible;  the  King  is  asleep,"  said 
the  Adjutant  on  duty;  but  produced  only  louder  in- 
sistance  from  the  drunk  Irish  gentleman.     "  As  much 
as  all  your  heads  are  worth;  the  King's  own  safety,  and 
not  a  moment  to  lose!"     What  is  to  be  done?     They 
awaken  the  King :  "  The  man  is  drunk,  but  dreadfully 
in  earnest,  your  Majesty."     "  Give  him  quantities  of 
weak    tea"    (Tempelhof   calls    it    tea,   but    Friedrich 
merely  warm  water) ;  "  then  examine  him,  and  report  if 
it  is  anjrthing."     Something  it  was :  "  Your  Majesty  to 
be  attacked,  for  certain,  this  night !"  what  his  Majesty 
already  guessed: — something,  most  likely  little;  but  no- 
body to  this  day  knows.    Visible  only,  that  his  Majesty, 
before  sunset,  rode  out  reconnoitering  with  this  ques- 
tionable Irish  gentleman,  now  in  a  very  flaccid  state; 
aad  altered  nothing  whatever  in  prior  arrangements; — 
and  that  the  flaccid  Irish  gentleman  staggers  out  of 
sight,  into  dusk,  into  rest  and  darkness,  after  this  one 
appearance  on  the  stage  of  History.^* 

From  about  8  in  the  evening,  Friedrich's  people  got 
on  march,  in  their  several  colunms,  and  fared  pimctually 
on;  one  column  through  the  streets  of  Liegnitz,  others 
to  left  and  to  right  of  that;  to  left  mainly,  as  remoter 
from  the  Austrians  and  their  listening  outposts  from 
beyond  the  Katzbach  River; — ^where  the  camp-fires  are 

«*  (Euwe$  de  FricUrie,  v,  63 ;  Tempelhof,  iv.  154. 
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burning  extremely  distinct  tonight.  The  Prussian  camp- 
fires,  they  too  are  all  burning  uncommonly  vivid;  coun- 
try people  employed  to  feed  them;  and  a  few  hussar 
sentries  and  drunmiers  to  make  the  customary  sounds 
for  Daun's  instruction,  till  a  certain  hour.  Friedrich's 
people  are  clearing  the  North  Suburb  of  Liegnitz,  cross- 
ing the  Schwartzwasser :  artillery  and  heavy  wagons  all 
go  by  the  Stone-bridge  at  Topferberg  (Potter-hiU)  there ; 
the  lighter  people  by  a  few  pontoons  farther  down  that 
stream,  in  the  Pfaffendorf  vicinity.  About  1  in  the 
morning,  all,  even  the  right  wing  firom  Schimmelwitz, 
are  safely  across. 

Schwartzwasser,  a  River  of  many  tails  (boggy  most 
of  them,  Schnelle  or  Swift  Deichsel  hardly  an  excep- 
tion), gathering  itself  from  the  southward  for  twenty 
or  more  miles,  attains  its  maximum  of  north  at  a  place 
called  Waldau,  not  far  north-west  of  Topferberg.*  To- 
wards this  Waldau,  Lacy  is  aiming  all  night ;  thence  to 
pounce  on  our  "  left  wing," — ^which  he  wiU  find  to  con- 
sist of  those  empty  watch-fires  merely.  Down  from 
Waldau,  past  Topferberg  and  Pfaffendorf  (Priest'town, 
or  as  we  should  call  it,  "  Preston"),  which  are  all  on  its 
northern  or  left  bank,  Schwartzwasser's  course  is  in 
the  form  of  an  irregular  horseshoe ;  high  ground  to  its 
northern  side,  Liegnitz  and  hollows  to  its  southern;  till 
in  an  angular  way  it  do  join  Katzbach,  and  go  with 
that,  northward  for  Oder  the  rest  of  its  course.  On  the 
brow  of  these  horseshoe  Heights, — which  run  parallel 
to  Schwartzwasser  one  part  of  them,  and  nearly  parallel 
to  Katzbach  another  (though  above  a  mile  distant,  these 
latter,  from  it\ — Friedrich  plants  himself:  in  Order  of 
Battle ;  slightly  altering  some  points  of  the  afternoon's 
program,  and  correcting  his  Generals,  "Front  rather 
•Plan  at  p.  130a. 
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80  and  so;  see  where  their  fires  are,  yonder!"  Daun's 
fires,  Loudon's  fires;  vividly  visible  both: — and,  sin- 
gular to  say,  there  is  nothing  yonder  either  but  a.  few 
sentries  and  deceptive  drums !  All  empty  yonder  too, 
even  as  our  own  Camp  is;  all  gone  forth,  even  as  we 
are ;  we  resting  here,  and  our  meal- wagons  jingling  on 
Glogau-way ! 

Excellency  Mitchell,  under  horse-escort,  among  the 
lighter  baggage,  is  on  Kuchelberg  Heath,  in  scrubby 
country,  but  well  north  behind  Friedrich's  centre :  has 
had  a  dreadful  march ;  one  comfort  only,  that  his  ciphers 
are  all  burnt.  The  rest  of  us  lie  down  on  the  grass ; — 
among  others,  young  Herr  von  Archenholtz,  ensign  or 
Keutenant  in  Regiment  Forcade:  who  testifies  that  it 
is  one  of  the  beautifullest  nights,  the  lamps  of  Heaven 
shining  down  in  an  uncommonly  tranquil  manner;  and 
that  almost  nobody  slept.  The  soldier -ranks  aU  lay 
horizontal,  musket  under  arm;  chatting  pleasantly  in  an 
undertone,  or  each  in  silence  revolving  such  thoughts 
as  he  had.  The  Generals  amble  like  observant  spirits, 
hoarsely  imperative.^^  Friedrich's  line,  we  observed, 
is  in  the  horse-shoe  shape  (or  parabolic^  straiter  than 
horse-shoe),  fix)nting  the  waters.  Ziethen  commands  in 
that  smaller  Schwartzwasser  part  of  the  line,  Friedrich 
in  the  Katzbach  part,  which  is  more  in  risk.  And  now, 
things  being  moderately  in  order,  Friedrich  has  himself 
sat  down, — ^1  think,  towards  the  middle  or  convex  part 
of  his  lines, — ^by  a  watchfire  he  has  found  there ;  and, 
wrapt  in  his  cloak,  his  many  thoughts  melting  into  haze, 
has  sunk  into  a  kind  of  sleep.  Seated  on  a  drum,  some 
say;  haif-^sleep  by  the  watchfire,  time  half-past  2, — 
when  a  Hussar  Major,  who  has  been  out  by  the  Bieno- 
witz,  the  Pohlschildem  way,  northward,  reconnoitering, 
»  Archenholtz,  ii.  100-111. 
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comes  dashing  up  full  speed:  "The  King?  where  is 
the  King?"  "What  is  it,  then?"  answers  the  King  for 
himself.  "Your  Majesty,  the  Enemy  in  force,  fix)m 
Bienowitz,  from  Pohlschildem,  coming  on  our  Left 
Wing  yonder;  has  flung  back  all  my  vedettes:  is  with- 
in 500  yards  by  this  time !" 

Friedrich  springs  to  horse;  has  already  an  Order 
speeding  forth,  "  General  Schenkendorf  and  his  Batta- 
lion, their  cannon,  to  the  crown  of  the  Wolfsberg,  on 
our  left  yonder;  swift !"  How  excellent  that  every  bat- 
talion (as  by  Order  that  we  read)  "has  its  own  share  of 
the  heavy  cannon  always  at  hand !"  ejaculate  the  mili- 
tary critics.  Schenkendorf  being  nimble,  was  able  to 
astonish  the  Enemy  with  volumes  of  case-shot  from  the 
Wolfsberg,  which  were  very  deadly  at  that  close  dis- 
tance. Other  arrangements,  too  minute  for  recital  here^ 
are  rapidly  done;  and  our  Left  Wing  is  in  condition  to 
receive  its  early  visitors, — Loudon  or  whoever  they  may 
be.  It  is  still  dubious  to  the  History-Books  whether 
Friedrich  was  in  clear  expectation  of  Loudon  here  ; 
though  of  course  he  would  now  guess  it  was  Loudon* 
But  there  is  no  doubt  Loudon  had  not  the  least  expec- 
tation of  Friedrich;  and  his  surprise  must  have  been 
intense,  when,  instead  of  vacant  darkness  (and  some 
ohance  of  Prussian  baggage,  which  he  had  heard  of), 
Prussian  musketries  and  case-shot  opened  on  hitn. 

Loudon  had,  as  per  order,  quitted  his  Camp  at  Jesch- 
kendorf,  about  the  time  Friedrich  did  his  at  Schimmel- 
witz ;  and,  leaving  the  lights  all  burning,  had  set  forward 
on  his  errand;  which  was  (also  identical  with  Fried- 
rich's),  To  seize  the  Heights  of  Pfaffendorf,  and  be  ready 
there  when  day  broke.  Scouts  having  informed  him 
that  the  Prussian  Baggage  was  certainly  gone  through 
to  Topferberg, — more  his   scouts  did  not  know,  nor 
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could  Loudon  guess, — "  We  will  snatch  that  Baggage !" 
thought  Loudon;  and  with  such  view  has  been  speed- 
ing, all  he  could;  no  vanguard  ahead,  lest  he  alarm  the 
Baggage-escort :  Loudon  in  person,  with  the  Infantry  of 
the  Reserve,  striding  on  ahead,  to  devour  any  Baggage- 
escort  there  may  be.  Friedrich's  reconnoitering  Hussar 
parties  had  confirmed  this  belief:  "  Yes !  yes !"  thought 
Loudon.  And  now  suddenly,  instead  of  Baggage  to 
»capttire,  here,  out  of  the  vacant  darkness,  is  Friedrich 
in  person,  on  the  brow  of  the  Heights  where  we  intended 
to  form ! — 

Loudon's  behaviour,  on  being  hurled  back  with  his 
Reserve  in  this  manner,  everybody  says,  was  magnifi- 
<;ent.  Judging  at  once  what  the  business  was,  and  that 
retreat  would  be  impossible  without  ruin,  he  hastened 
instantly  to  form  himself,  on  such  ground  as  he  had, — 
highly  unfavourable  ground,  uphill  in  part,  and  room  in 
it  only  for  Five  Battalions  (5,000)  of  front; — and  came 
on  again,  with  a  great  deal  of  impetuosity  and  good 
skill;  again  and  ever  again,  three  times  in  all.  Had 
partial  successes ;  edged  always  to  the  right  to  get  the 
flank  of  Friedrich ;  but  could  not,  Friedrich  edging 
conformably.  From  his  right-hand,  or  north-east  part, 
Loudon  poured  in,  once  and  again,  very  furious  charges 
of  Cavalry;  on  every  repulse,  drew  out  new  Battalions 
from  his  left  and  centre,  and  again  stormed  forward: 
but  foimd  it  always  impossible.  Had  his  subordinates 
all  been  Loudons,  it  is  said,  there  was  once  a  fine  chance 
for  him.  By  this  edging  always  to  the  north-eastward 
on  his  part  and  Friedrich's,  there  had  at  last  a  consider- 
able gap  in  Friedrich's  Line  established  itself, — ^not  only 
Ziethen's  Line  and  Friedrich's  Line  now  fairly  fallen 
sunder,  but,  at  the  Village  of  Panten,  in  Friedrich's 
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own  Line,  a  gap  where  anybody  might  get  in.  One  of 
the  Austrian  Columns  was  just  entering  Panten  when 
the  Fight  began ;  in  Panten  that  Column  has  stood 
cogitative  ever  since;  well  to  left  of  Loudon  and  his 
struggles;  but  does  not,  till  the  eleventh  hour,  resolve 
to  push  through.  At  the  eleventh  hour; — and  lo,  in  the 
nick  of  time,  Mollendorf  (our  Leuthen-and-Hochkirch 
friend)  got  his  eye  on  it;  rushed  up  with  infantry  and 
cavalry;  set  Panten  on  fire,  and  blocked  out  that  possi- 
bility and  the  too  cogitative  Column. 

Loudon  had  no  other  real  chance :  his  furious  horse- 
charges  and  attempts  were  met  everywhere  by  corre- 
sponding counter-fury.  Bemburg,  poor  Regiment  Bern- 
burg,  see  what  a  figure  it  is  making !  Left  almost  alone, 
at  one  time,  among  those  horse-charges;  spending  its 
blood  like  water,  bayonet-charging,  platooning  as  never 
before;  and  on  the  whole,  stemming  invincibly  that 
horse-torrent, — ^not  unseen  by  Majesty,  it  may  be  hoped ; 
who  is  here  where  the  hottest  pinch  is.  On  the  third 
repulse,  which  was  worse  than  any  before,  Loudon  foimd 
he  had  enough ;  and  tried  it  no  farther.  Rolled  over 
the  Katzbach,  better  or  worse ;  Prussians  catching  6,000 
of  him,  but  not  following  farther:  threw  up  a  fine 
battery  at  Bienowitz,  which  sheltered  his  retreat  from 
horse : — and  went  his  ways,  sorely  but  not  dishonour- 
ably beaten,  after  an  hour  and  half  of  uncommonly  strflF 
fighting,  which  had  been  very  murderous  to  Loudon, 
Loss  of  10,000  to  him:  4,000  killed  and  wounded;  pri- 
soners 6,000;  82  cannon,  28  flags,  and  other  items;  the 
Prussian  loss  being  1,800  in  whole.^^  By  5  o'clock,  the 
Battle,  this  Loudon  part  of  it,  was  quite  over;  Loudon 
(35,000)  wrecking  himself  against  Friedrich's  Left  Wing 
(say  half  of  his  Army,  some  15,000)  in  such  conclusive 

»•  Tempelhof,  iv.  159. 
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manner.  Friedricli's  Left  Wing  alone  has  been  engaged 
kitherto.  And  now  it  will  be  Ziethen's  turn,  if  Daiin 
and  Lacy  still  come  on. 

By  11  last  night,  Daiin's  Pandours,  creeping  stealthily 
on,  across  the  Katzbach,  about  Schimmelwitz,  had  dis- 
cerned with  amazement  that  Friedrich's  Camp  appeared 
to  consist  only  of  watchfires ;  and  had  shot  off  their 
speediest  rider  to  Daun,  accordingly;  but  it  was  one  in 
the  morning  before  Daun,  busy  marching  and  marshal- 
ling, to  be  ready  at  the  Katzbach  by  daylight,  heard  of 
this  strange  news;  which  probably  he  could  not  entirely 
believe  till  seen  with  his  own  eyes.  What  a  spectacle ! 
One's  beautifiil  Plan  exploded  into  mere  imbroglio  of 
distraction ;  become  one  knows  not  what !  Daun's  watch- 
fires  too  had  all  been  left  burning;  universal  stratagem, 
on  both  sides,  going  on;  produciog, — ^tragically  for  some 
of  us, — a  Tragedy  of  Errors,  or  the  Mistakes  of  a  Night ! 
Daun  sallied  out  again,  in  his  collapsed,  upset  condition, 
as  soon  as  possible :  pushed  on,  in  the  track  of  Friedrich ; 
warning  Lacy  to  push  on.  Daun,  though  within  five 
miles  all  the  while,  had  heard  nothing  of  the  furious 
Fight  and  cannonade;  "south-west  wind  having  risen," 
80  Daun  said,  and  is  believed  by  candid  persons, — ^not 
by  the  angry  Vienna  people,  who  counted  it  impossible : 
''^ Nonsense;  you  were  not  deaf;  but  you  loitered  and 
haggled,  in  your  usual  way ;  perhaps  not  sorry  that  the 
briUiant  Loudon  should  get  a  rebuff!" 

Emerging  out  of  Liegnitz,  Daun  did  see,  to  north- 
eastward, a  vast  pillar  or  mass  of  smoke,  silently  mount- 
ing, but  could  do  nothing  with  it.  "  Cannon-smoke,  no 
doubt ;  but  fallen  entirely  silent,  and  not  wending  hither- 
ward  at  all.  Poor  Loudon,  alas,  must  have  got  beaten !" 
Upon  which  Daun  really  did  try,  at  least  upon  Ziethen; 
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but  could  do  nothing.  Poured  cavalry  across  the  Stone- 
bridge  at  the  Topferberg ;  who  drove  in  Ziethen's  picket 
there ;  but  were  torn  to  pieces  by  Ziethen's  cannon. 
Ziethen  across  the  Schwartzwasser  is  alert  enough.  How 
form  in  order  of  battle  here,  with  Ziethen's  batteries 
shearing  your  columns  longitudinally,  as  they  march 
up?  Daim  recognises  the  impossibility;  wends  back, 
through  Liegnitz  to  his  Camp  again,  the  way  he  had 
come.  Tide-hour  missed  again ;  ebb  going  uncommonly 
rapid !  Lacy  had  been  about  Waldau,  to  try  farther  up 
the  Schwartzwasser  on  Ziethen's  right :  but  the  Schwartz- 
wasser proved  amazingly  boggy;  not  accessible  on  any 
point  to  heavy  people, — "  owing  to  bogs  on  the  bank," 
with  perhaps  poor  prospect  on  the  other  side  too ! 

And,  in  fact,  nothing  of  Lacy,  more  than  of  Daun, . 
could  manage  to  get  across:  nothing  except  two  poor- 
Hussar  regiments;  who,  winding  up  far  to  the  left,  at- 
tempted a  snatch  on  the  Baggage  about  Hiunmeln, — 
Hummehi,  or  Kuchel  of  the  Scrubs.  And  gave  a  new 
alarm  to  Mitchell,  the  last  of  several  during  this  horrid 
night;  who  has  sat  painfully  blocked  in  his  carriage, 
with  such  a  Devil's  tumult  going  on  to  eastward,  and 
no  sight,  share  or  knowledge  to  be  had  of  it.  Repeated 
hussar  attacks  there  were  on  the  Baggage  here,  Loudon's 
hussars  also  trying:  but  Mitchell's  Captain  was  miracu- 
lously equal  to  the  occasion;  and  had  beaten  them  all 
off.  Mitchell,  by  magnanimous  choice  of  his  own,  has 
been  in  many  Fights  by  the  side  of  Friedrich;  but  this 
is  the  last  he  will  ever  be  in  or  near; — this  miraculous 
one  of  Liegnitz,  3  to  4i  a.m.  Friday  August  15th,  1760. 

Never  did  such  a  luck  befal  Friedrich  before   or- 
after.     He  was  clinging  on  the  edge  of  slippery  abysses, 
his  path  hardly  a  foot's-breadth,  mere  enemies  and  ava- 
lanches hanging  round  on  every  side :  ruin  likelier  at  no* 
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moment  of  his  life; — and  here  is  precisely  the  quasi- 
miracle  which  was  needed  to  save  him.  Partly  by  ac- 
cident too ;  the  best  of  management  crowned  by  the 
luckiest  of  accidents.  ^^ 

Friedrich  rested  four  hours  on  the  Battle-field, — ^if 
that  could  be  called  rest,  which  was  a  new  kind  of  dili- 
gence highly  wonderful.  Diligence  of  gathering  up 
accurately  the  results  of  the  Battle ;  packing  them  into 
portable  shape;  and  marching  off  with  them  in  one's 
pocket,  so  to  speak.  Major-General  Saldem  had  charge 
of  this,  a  man  of  many  talents ;  and  did  it  consum- 
mately. The  wounded,  Austrian  as  well  as  Prussian, 
are  placed  in  the  empty  meal- wagons;  the  more  slightly 
wounded  are  set  on  horseback,  double  in  possible  cases : 
only  the  dead  are  .left  lyiug:  100  or  more  meal- wagons 
are  left,  their  teams  needed  for  drawing  our  82  new 
cannon; — the  wagons  we  split  up,  no  Austrians  to  have 
them;  useable  only  as  firewood  for  the  poor  Country- 
folk. The  4  or  5,000  good  muskets  lying  on  the  field, 
shall  not  we  take  them  also?  Each  cavalry  soldier 
slings  one  of  them  across  his  back,  each  baggage-driver 
one :  and  the  muskets  too  are  taken  care  of.  About  9 
A.M.,  Friedrich,  with  his  6,000  prisoners,  new  cannon- 
teams,  sick-wagon  teams,  trophies,  properties,  is  afoot 
again.     One  of  the  succinctest  of  Kings. 

I  should  have  mentioned  the  joy  of  poor  Eegiment 
Bemburg ;  which  rather  affected  me.  Loudon  gone, 
the  miracle  of  Battle  done,  and  this  miraculous  packing 
going  on, — ^Friedrich  riding  about  among  his  people, 
passed  along  the  fi*ont  of  Bemburg,  the  eye  of  him  per- 

w  Tempelhof,  iv.  151-171 ;  Archenholtz,  ubi  snprd ;  Hofbericht  von  der 
Sehlacht  to  am  16  August  1760,  hey  Liegnitz,  vorgefaUen  (Seyfarth,  Bey- 
hgen^  u.  698-703)  ;  &c.  Ac. 
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haps  intimating,  "I  saw  you,  Bursche ;'^  but  no  word 
coming  from  him.  The  Bemburg  Officers,  tragically 
tressless  in  their  hats,  stand  also  silent,  grim  as  blackened 
stones  (all  Bemburg  black  with  gunpowder) :  "  In  us 
also  is  no  word ;  unless  our  actions  perhaps  speak  ?" 
But  a  certain  Sergeant,  Fugleman,  or  chief  Corporal, 
stept  out,  saluting  reverentially :  "  Regiment  Bemburg, 
Ihro  Majestdt — ?" — "Hm;  well,  you  did  handsomely. 
Yes,  you  shall  have  your  side-arms  back;  all  shall  be 
forgotten  and  washed  out !"  "  And  you  are  again  our 
Gracious  King,  then?"  says  the  Sergeant,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes. — "  Gewiss^  Yea,  surely  !"^^  Upon  which,  fancy 
what  a  peal  of  sound  from  the  ecstatic  throat  and  heart 
of  this  poor  Regiment.  Which  I  have  often  thought  of; 
hearing  mutinous  blockheads,  "  glorious  Sons  of  Free- 
dom" to  their  own  thinking,  ask  their  natural  com- 
manding Officer,  "  Are  not  we  as  good  as  thou?  Are 
not  all  men  equal?"  Not  a  whit  of  it,  you  mutinous 
blockheads ;  very  far  from  it  indeed ! 

This  was  the  breaking  of  Friedrich's  imprisonment 
in  the  deadly  rock-lab3niith8;  this  success  at  Liegnitz 
delivered  him  into  free  field  once  more.  For  twenty- 
four  hours  more,  indeed,  the  chance  was  still  fiill  of 
anxiety  to  him;  for  twenty-four  hours  Daun,  could  he 
have  been  rapid,  still  had  the  possibilities  in  hand ; — ^but 
only  Daun's  Antagonist  was  usually  rapid.  About  9  in 
the  morning,  all  road-ready,  this  latter  Gentleman  ^gave 
three  Salvoes,  as  Joy-fire,  on  the  Field  of  Liegnitz;'  and, 
in  the  above  succinct  shape, — Cleaving  Ziethen  to  come 
on,  '  with  the  prisoners,  the  sick-wagons,  and  captiured 
cannon,'  in  the  afternoon, — ^marched  rapidly  away.  For 
Parchwitz,  with  our  best  speed :  Parchwitz  is  the  road 
"  Tempdhof,  iv.  162-164. 
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to  Breslau,  also  to  Glogau, — ^to  Breslau,  if  it  be  humanly 
possible !  Friedrich  has  but  two-days  bread  left :  on  the 
Breslau  road,  at  Auras,  there  is  Czemichef  with  24,000 ; 
there  are,  or  there  may  be,  the  Loudon  Remnants  rallied 
again,  the  Lacy  Corps  untouched,  all  Daun's  Force,  had 
Daun  made  any  despatch  at  all.  Which  Daun  seldom  did. 
A  man  slow  to  resolve,  and  seeking  his  luck  in  leisure. 

All  judges  say,  Daun  ought  now  to  have  marched, 
on  this  enterprise  of  still  intercepting  Friedrich,  without 
loss  of  a  moment.  But  he  calculated  Friedrich  would 
probably  spend  the  day  in  Te'Deum-mg  on  the  Field  (as 
is  the  manner  of  some);  and  that,  by  tomorrow,  things 
would  be  clearer  to  one's  own  mind.  Daun  was  in  no 
hasfe ;  gave  no  orders, — did  not  so  much  as  send  Czer- 
nichef  a  Letter.  Czemichef  got  one,  however.  Fried- 
rich sent  him  one;  that  is  to  say,  sent  him  one  to  inter- 
cept Friedrich,  namely,  writes  a  Note  addressed  to  his 
Brother  Henri :  "  Austrians  totally  beaten  this  day;  now 
"  for  the  Russians,  dear  Brother;  and  swift,  do  what  we 
"  have  agreed  on!"^^  Friedrich  hands  this  to  a  Peasant, 
with  instructions  to  let  himself  be  taken  by  the  Russians, 
and  give  it  up  to  save  his  life.  Czemichef,  it  is  thought, 
got  this  Letter;  and  perhaps  rumour  itself,  and  the  de- 
lays of  Daun,  would,  at  any  rate,  have  sent  him  across. 
Across  he  at  once  went,  with  his  24,000,  and  burnt  his 
Bridge.  A  vanished  Czemichef; — ^though  Friedrich  is 
not  yet  sure  of  it:  and  as  for  the  wandering  Austrian 
Divisions,  the  Loudons,  Lacys,  all  is  dark  to  him. 

So  that,  at  Parchwitz,  next  morning  (August  16th), 
the  question,  "To  Glogau?  To  Breslau?"  must  have 
been  a  kind  of  sphinx-enigma  to  Friedrich;  dark  as  that, 
and,  in  case  of  error,  fatal.  After  some  brief  paroxysm 
of  consideration,  Friedrich's  reading  was,  "  To  Breslau, 

»  (Euvres  de  Fridhic,  v.  67. 
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then !"  And,  for  hours,  as  the  march  went  on,  he  was 
noticed  '  riding  much  about,'  his  anxieties  visibly  great. 
Till  at  Neumarkt  (not  far  from  the  Field  of  Leuthen)^ 
getting  on  the  Heights  there, — towards  noon,  I  will 
guess, — ^what  a  sight !  Before  this,  he  had  come  upon 
Austrian  Out-parties,  Beck's  or  somebody's,  who  did  not 
wait  his  attack :  he  saw,  at  one  point,  '  the  whole  Aus- 

*  trian  Army  on  march  (the  tops  of  its  colmnns  visible 

*  among  the  knolls,  three  miles  oflF,  impossible  to  say 

*  whitherward) ;'  and  fared  on  all  the  faster,  I  suppose, 
such  a  bet  depending; — and,  in  fine,  galloped  to  the 
Heights  of  Neumarkt  for  a  view:  "Dare  we  believe  it? 
Not  an  Austrian  there !"  And  might  be,  for  the  mo- 
ment, the  gladdest  of  Kings.  Secure  now  of  Breslau,  of 
junction  with  Henri :  fairly  winner  of  the  bet ; — and  can 
at  last  pause,  and  take  breath,  very  needful  to  his  poor 
Army,  if  not  to  himself,  after  such  a  mortal  spasm  of 

,  sixteen  days !  Daun  had  taken  the  Liegnitz  accident 
without  remark;  usually  a  stoical  man,  especially  in 
other  people's  misfortunes;  but  could  not  conceal  his 
painfiil  astonishment  on  this  new  occasion, — ^astonish- 
ment at  unjust  fortune,  or  at  his  own  sluggardly  cunc- 
tations,  is  not  said. 

Next  day  (August  17th),  Friedrich  encamps  at  Her- 
mannsdorf,  headquarter  the  Schloss  of  Hermannsdorf, 
within  seven  miles  of  Breslau ;  continues  a  fortnight 
there,  resting  his  wearied  people,  himself  not  resting 
much,  watching  the  dismal  misceUany  of  entanglements 
that  yet  remain,  how  these  will  settle  into  groups, — espe- 
cially what  Daun  and  his  Soltikof  will  decide  on.  In 
about  a  fortnight,  Daun's  decision  did  become  visible; 
Soltikof 's  not  in  a  fortnight,  nor  ever  clearly  at  all.  Un- 
less it  were  To  keep  a  whole  skin,  and  gradually  edge 
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home  to  his  victuals.  As  essentially  it  was,  and  con- 
turned  to  be;  creating  endless  negotiations,  and  futile 
overtures  and  messagings  from  Daun  to  his  barbarous- 
Friend,  endless  suasions  and  trouble  from  poor  Mont- 
alembert, — of  which  it  would  weary  every  reader  to- 
hear  mention,  except  of  the  result  only. 

Friedrich,  for  his  own  part,  is  little  elated  with  these 
bits  of  successes  at  Liegnitz  or  since;  and  does  not  de- 
ceive himself  as  to  the  difficulties,  ahnost  the  impossi- 
biUties,  that  still  lie  ahead.  In  answer  to  D'Argens,. 
who  has  written  ('at  midnight,'  starting  out  of  bed,, 
*the  instant  the  news  came'),  in  zealous  congratulation 
on  Liegnitz,  here  is  a  Letter  of  Friedrich's :  well  worth 
readmg, — ^though  it  has  been  oftener  read  than  almost 
any  other  of  his.  A  Letter  which  D' Argens  never  saw 
in  the  original  form;  which  was  captured  by  the  Aus- 
trians  or  Cossacks  f^  which  got  copied  everywhere,  soon 
stole  into  print,  and  is  ever  since  extensively  known. 

Friedrich  to  Margins  D Argens  (at  Berlin). 

"  Hermaimsdorf,  near  Breslan,  27tli  Angust  1760. 

"In  other  times,  my  dear  Marqiiis,  the  Affair  of  the  15th 
**  would  have  settled  the  Campaign ;  at  present  it  is  but  a  scratch^. 
"  There  will  be  needed  a  great  Battle  to  decide  our  fate :  such,  by 
^  all  appearance,  we  shall  soon  have ;  and  then  you  may  rejoice,, 
*^  if  the  event  is  favourable  to  us.  Thank  you,  meanwhile,  for  all 
**  your  sympathy.  It  has  cost  a  deal  of  scheming,  striving,  and 
^  much  address  to  bring  matters  to  this  point.  Don't  speak  to  me 
**  of  dangers ;  the  last  Action  costs  me  only  a  Coat"  (torn  useless, 
only  one  skirt  left,  by  some  reboimding  cannon-ball t)  "and  a 
^  Horse**  (shot  under  me)  :  "  that  is  not  paying  dear  for  a  victory. 

"  In  my  life,  I  was  never  in  so  bad  a  posture  as  in  this  Cam- 
"  paign.    Believe  me,  miracles  are  still  needed  if  I  am  to  over- 

»  See  (Euvret  de  FredSric,  xix.  198  (D'Argens  hiniBelf,  *  19th  October' 
followiiig),  and  ib.  191n. ;  Bodenbeck,  iL  31,  36 ;— mention  of  it,  in  Vol- 
taire, Montalembert,  &c. 
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^^  come  all  the  difficulties  which  I  still  see  ahead.  And  one  is 
"growing  weak  witlial.  *  Herculean'  labours  to  accomplish  at 
"  an  age  when  my  powers  are  forsaking  me,  my  weaknesses  in- 
"  creasing,  and,  to  speak  candidly,  even  hope,  the  one  comfort  of 
"  the  unhappy,  begins  to  be  wanting.  You  are  not  enough  ac- 
"  quainted  with  the  posture  of  things,  to  know  all  the  dangers 
"  that  threaten  the  State :  I  know  them,  and  conceal  them ;  I  keep 
"  all  the  fears  to  myself,  and  communicate  to  the  Pubhc  only  the 
"  hopes,  and  the  trifle  of  good  news  I  may  now  and  then  have. 
"  If  the  stroke  I  am  meditating  succeed"  (stroke  on  Daun's 
Anti-Schweidnitz  strategies,  of  which  anon),  "then,  my  dear 
"  Marquis,  it  will  be  time  to  expand  one's  joy ;  but  till  then,  let 
"  us  not  flatter  ourselves,  lest  some  unexpected  bit  of  bad  news 
"  depress  us  too  much. 

"  I  live  here"  (Schloss  of  Hermannsdorf,  a  7  miles  west  of 
Breslau)  "like  a  Military  Monk  of  La  Trappe:  endless  busi- 
"  nesses,  and  these  done,  a  little  consolation  from  my  Books.  I 
^^  know  not  if  I  shall  outlive  this  War :  but  should  it  so  happen, 
"  I  am  firmly  resolved  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life  in  soli- 
"  tude,  in  the  bosom  of  Philosophy  and  Friendship.  When  the 
"  roads  are  surer,  perhaps  you  will  write  me  of  tener.  I  know 
"  not  where  our  winter-quarters  this  time  are  to  be  1  My  House 
**  in  Breslau  is  burnt  down  in  the  Bombardment"  (Loudon's, 
three  weeks  ago).  "Our  enemies  grudge  us  ever}tliing,  even 
"  daylight,  and  air  to  breathe :  some  nook,  however,  they  must 
"  leave  us ;  and  if  it  be  a  safe  one,  it  will  be  a  true  pleasure  to 
"  have  you  again  with  me. 

"  Well,  my  dear  Marquis,  what  has  become  of  the  Peace  with 
**  France"  (English  Peace) !  "  Your  Nation,  you  see,  is  blinder 
**  than  you  thought :  those  fools  will  lose  their  Canada  and  Pon- 
"  dicheiy,  to  please  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  Czaiina. 
*^  Heaven  grant  Prince  Ferdinand  may  pay  them  for  their  zeal  I 
"  And  it  will  be  the  innocent  that  suffer,  the  poor  officers  and 
"  soldiers,  not  the  Choiseuls  and" —  *  *  "But  here  is  business 
^*  come  on  me.     Adieu,  dear  Marquis ;  I  embrace  you. — ^F."** 

Two  Events,  of  opposite  complexion,  a  Russian  and 
a  Saxon,  Friedrich  had  heard  of  while  at  Hermannsdorf 

»  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xix.  191. 
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before  writing  as  above.  The  Saxon  Event  is  the  plea- 
sant one,  and  comes  first : 

HaUen  on  the  DUrrenhergj  August  20th  ^August  20th,  at 
^  Strehla,  in  that   Schlettau-Meissen   Country,  the  Reichsfolk 

*  and  AnstriaQS  made  attack  on  Hiilsen's  Posts,  principal  Post 
^  of  them  the  Diirrenberg  {Dry-HiU)  there, — ^in  a  most  exten- 
^sive  manner;  fiUing  the  whole  region  with  vague  artillery- 

*  thunder,  and  endless  charges,  here,  there,  of  foot  and  horse ; 
^  which  all  issued  in  zero  and  minus  quantities ;  Hiilsen  standing 
^  beautifnlly  to  his  work,  and  Hussar  Eleist  especially,  at  one 
'  point,  cutting  in  with  masterly  execution,  which  proved  general 

*  overthrow  to  the  Reichs  Project;  and  left  Hiilsen  master  of 
^  the  field  and  of  his  Diirrenberg,  plm  1,217  prisoners  and  one 
'Prince  among  them,  and  one  cannon:  a  Hiilsen  who  has 
'  actually  given  a  kind  of  beating  to  the  Reichsfolk  and  Aus- 
'  trians,  though  they  were  30,000  to  his  10,000,  and  had  counted 

*  on  making  a  new  Maxen  of  it/'*  Friedrich  writes  a  glad  lau- 
datory Letter  to  Hiilsen :  ^'  Right,  so ;  give  them  more  of  that 
when  they  apply  next  T^ 

This  is  a  bit  of  sunshine  to  the  Royal  mind,  dark  enough 
otherwise.  Had  Friedrich  got  done  here,  right  fast  would  he 
fly  to  the  relief  of  Hiilsen,  and  recovery  of  Saxony.  Hope,  in 
good  moments,  says,  "  Hiilsen  will  be  able  to  hold  out  till  then  T 
Fear  answers,  "No,  he  cannot,  unless  you  get  done  here  ex- 
tremely soon  r — ^The  Russian  Event,  full  of  painful  anxiety  to 
Friedrich,  was  a  new  Siege  of  Colberg.  That  is  the  sad  fact ; 
which,  since  the  middle  of  August,  has  been  becoming  visibly 
certain. 

Second  Siege  of  Colberg^  August  26«A.  *  Under  siege  again, 
'  that  poor  Place ;  and  this  time  the  Russians  seem  to  have  made 

*  a  vow  that  take  it  they  will.     Siege  by  land  and  by  sea ;  land- 

*  troops  direct  from  Petersburg,  15,000  in  all  (8,000  of  them 

*  came  by  ship),  with  endless  artillery ;  and  near  40  Russian  and 

«  Aichenholiz,  ii.  114 ;  Berichi  vender  am  20  August  1760  hey  Strehla 
vorgefallenen  Action  (Seyfartb,  Beylagen,  ii  703-719). 

»  Letter  in  Schdning,  ii  396,  *  Hermsdorf  (Hermannsdorf),  *  27th 
Angnst  1760.' 
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^  Swedish  ships-of-war,  big  and  little,  blackening  the  waters  of 
•*  poor  Colberg.  August  26th'  (the  day  before  Friedrich's  writ- 
ing as  above),  Hhey  have  got  all  things  adjusted, — ^the  land- 
^  troops  covered  by  redoubts  to  rearward,  ships  moored  in  their 
^  battering-places ; — and  begin  such  a  bombardment  and  firing 
•*  of  redhot  balls,  upon  Colberg,  as  was  rarely  seen.  To  which, 
'  one  can  only  hope  old  Heyde  will  set  a  face  of  gray-steel 
^  character,  as  usual ;  and  prove  a  difficult  article  to  deal  with, 
*  till  one  get  some  relief  contrived  for  him.'** 

»*  Archenholtz,  il  116 :  in  HMen-GeschichU  (vi.  73-83),  *  Tagebuch  of 
£i^^,  26th  Angnst — 18th  September/  and  other  details. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DAUN  IN  WRESTLE  WITH  FRIEDRICH  IN  THE  SILESIAN 

HILLS. 

In  spite  of  Friedrich's  forebodings,  an  extraordinary  re- 
coil^ in  all  Anti-Friedrich  affairs,  ensued  upon  Liegnitz ; 
everything  taking  the  backward  course,  from  which  it 
hardly  recovered,  or  indeed  did  not  recover  at  all,  during 
the  rest  of  this  Campaign.  Details  on  the  subsequent 
Daun-Friedrich  movements, — ^which  went  all  aback  for 
Daun,  Daun  driven  into  the  Hills  again,  Friedrich  hope- 
ful to  cut  off  his  bread,  and  drive  him  quite  through 
the  Hills,  and  home  again, — are  not  permitted  us.  No 
human  intellect  in  our  day  could  busy  itself  with  un- 
derstanding these  thousandfold  marchings,  manoeuver- 
ings,  assaults,  surprisals,  sudden  facings  about  (retreat 
changed  to  advance) ;  nor  could  the  powerfiillest  human 
memory,  not  exclusively  devoted  to  study  the  Art  Mili- 
tary imder  Friedrich,  remember  them  when  understood. 
For  soldiers,  desirous  not  to  be  sham-soldiers,  they  are 
a  recommendable  exercise ;  for  them  I  do  advise  Tem- 
pelhof  and  the  excellent  German  Narratives  and  Re: 
cordS.  But  in  regard  to  others — A  sample  has  been 
given :  multiply  that  by  the  ten,  by  the  three-score  and 
ten;  let  the  ingenuous  imagination  get  from  it  what  will 
suffice.  Our  first  duty  here  to  poor  readers,  is  to  elicit 
from  that  sea  of  small  things  the  fractions  which  are 
cardinal,  or  which  give  human  physiognomy  and  memo- 
rability to  it;  and  carefully  suppress  all  the  rest. 
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Understand,  then,  that  there  is  a  general  going- 
back  on  the  Austrian  and  Russian  part.  Czemichef 
we  abeady  saw  at  once  retire  over  the  Oder.  Soltikof 
bodily,  the  second  day  after,  deaf  to  Montalembert,  lifts 
himself  to  rearward;  takes  post  behind  bogs  and  bushy 
grounds  more  and  more  inaccessible  ;^  followed  by 
Prince  Henri  with  his  best  impressiveness  for  a  week 
longer,  till  he  seem  sufficiently  remote  and  peaceably- 
minded  :  "  Making  home  for  Poland,  he,"  thinks  the  san- 
guine King;  "leave  Groltz  with  12,000  to  watch  him. 
The  rest  of  the  Army  over  hither !"  Which  is  done, 
August  27th;  General  Forcade  taking  charge,  instead 
of  Henri, — ^who  is  gone,  that  day  or  next,  to  Breslau, 
for  his  health's  sake.  "  Prince  Henri  really  ill,"  say 
some ;  "  Not  so  ill,  but  in  the  sulks,"  say  others : — ^partly- 
true,  both  theories,  it  is  now  thought ;  impossible  to 
settle  in  what  degree  true.  Evident  it  is,  Henri  sat 
quiescent  in  Breslau,  following  regimen,  in  more  or  less 
pathetic  humour,  for  two  or  three  months  to  come  ; 
went  afterwards  to  Glogau,  and  had  private  theatri- 
cals ;  and  was  no  more  heard  of  in  this  Campaigzu 
Greatly  to  his  Brother's  loss  and  regret;  who  is  often 
longing  for  "  your  recovery"  (and  return  hither),  to  no 
purpose. 

Soltikof  does,  in  his  heart,  intend  for  Poland;  but 
has  to  see  the  Siege  of  Colberg  finish  first ;  and,  in 
decency  even  to  the  Austrians,  would  linger  a  little  : 
"  Willing  I  always,  if  only  you  prove  feasible !"  ^W%ich 
occasions  such  negotiating,  and  messaging  across  the 
Oder,  for  the  next  six  weeks,  as — as  shall  be  omitted 
in  this  place.  By  intense  suasion  of  Montalembert,  Sol- 
tikof even  consents  to  undertake  some  sham  movement 
on  Glogau,  thereby  to  alleviate  his  Austrians  across  the 

>  *  August  18th,  to  Trebnitz,  on  the  road  to  Militsch'  (Tempelhof ,  iy.  167). 
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River;  and  staggers  gradually  forward  a  little  in  that 
direction: — sham  merely;  for  he  has  not  a  siege-gun, 
nor  the  least  possibility  on  Glogau  ;  and  Goltz  with  the 
12,000  will  sufficiently  take  care  of  him  in  that  quarter. 
Friedrich,  on  junction  with  Forcade,  has  risen  to 
perhaps  50,000;  and  is  now  in  some  condition  against 
the  Daun-Loudon-Lacy  Armies,  which  cannot  be  double 
his  number.  These  still  hang  about,  in  the  Breslau- 
Parchwitz  region ;  gloomy  of  humour;  and  seem  to  be 
aiming  at  Schweidnitz, — ^if  that  could  still  prove  possible 
with  a  Friedrich  present.  Which  it  by  no  means  does; 
though  they  try  it  by  their  best  combinations; — ^by  *a 

*  powerful  Chain  of  Army-posts,  isolating  Schweidnitz, 
'  and  uniting  Daun  and  Loudon;'  by  ^a  Camp  on  the 

*  Zobtenberg,  as  crown  of  the  same ;' — and  put  Friedrifch 
on  his  mettie.  Who,  after  survey  of  said  Chain,  executes 
(night  of  August  30th)  a  series  of  beautiM  manoeuvres 
on  it,  which  unexpectedly  conclude  its  existence: — 

*  with  unaccountable  hardihood'  (as  Archenholtz  has  it, 
physiognomically  true  to  Friedrich's  general  style  just 
now,  if  a  littie  incorrect  as  to  the  case  in  hand),  ^  sees 
^  good  to  march  direct,  once  for  all,  athwart  said  Chain; 
'  right  across  its  explosive  cannonadings  and  it, — coun- 
'  ter-cannonading,   and  marching  rapidly  on;  such  a 

*  march  for  insolence,  say  the  Austrians  V^  Till,  in  this 
way,  the  insolent  King  has  Schweidnitz  under  his  pro- 
tective hand  again ;  and  forces  the  Chain  to  coil  itself 
wholly  together,  and  roll  into  the  Hills  for  a  safe 
lodging.  Whither  he  again  follows  it:  with  continual 
changes  of  position,  vying  in  inaccessibility  with  your 
own;  tiireatening  your  meal- wagons ;  trampling  on  your 

*  Aichenholtz  (ii.  115-116) ;  who  is  in  a  hurry,  dateless,  and  rather 
confases  a  subsequent  day  (September  18th)  with  this  ^  night  of  August 
dOth  *    See  BetzcWy  ii  26 ;  and  still  better,  Tempelhof^  iv.  203, 

VOL.  VI.  G 
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skirts  in  this  or  the  other  dangerous  manner;  marching 
insolently  up  to  your  very  nose,  more  than  once  ('Ditt- 
mannsdorj^  September  18th/  for  a  chief  instance),  and 
confusing  your  best  schemes.* 

This  "  insolent"  style  of  management,  says  Archen- 
holtz,  was  practised  by  Julius  Caesar  on  the  Gauls;  and 
fflnce  his  time  by  nobody, — ^till  Friedrich,  his  studious 
scholar  and  admirer,  revived  it  *  against  another  enemy/ 
*It  is  of  excellent  efficacy,'  adds  Tempelhof;  4t  dis- 

*  heartens  your  adversary,  and  especially  his  common 

*  people,  and  has  the  reverse  effect  on  your  own;  con- 

*  fuses  him  in  endless  apprehensions,  and  details  of  self- 
'  defence ;  so  that  he  can  form  no  plan  of  his  own,  and 
^his  overpowering  resources  become  useless  to  him/ 
Exce^ent  efficacy, — only  you  must  be  equal  to  doing- 
it;  not  unequal,  which  might  be  very  fatal  to  you! 

For  about  five  weeks,  Friedrich,  eminently  prac- 
tising this  style,  has  a  most  complex  multifarious 
Briarean  wrestle  with  big  Daun  and  his  Lacy-Loudon 
satellites ;  who  have  a  troublesome  time,  running  hither, 
thither,  under  danger  of  slaps,  and  finding  nowhere  an 
available  mistake  made.  The  scene  is  that  intricate 
Hill-Country  between  Schweidnitz  and  Glatz  (kind  of 
glacis  from  Schweidnitz  to  the  Glatz  Mountains) :  Daun, 
generally  speaking,  has  his  back  on  Glatz,  Friedrich 
on  Schweidnitz ;  and  we  hear  of  encampings  at  Kun- 
zendorf,  at  Bunzelmtz^  at  Burhersdorf^ — places  which 
will  be  more  famous  in  a  comirtg  Year.  Daun  makes 
no  complaint  of  his  Lacy-Loudon  or  other  satellite 
people ;  who  are  diligently  circumambient  all  of  them, 
as  bidden;  but  are  unable,  like  Daun  himself,  to  do  the 
least  good;  and  have  perpetually,  Daun  and  they,  a  bad 

»  Tempelhof,  iv.  193-231 ;  &c.  &c. :  in  Anonymoua  of  ffamburg,iv.  222- 
235, '  J>iary  of  the  Austrian  Aimj*  (3d-8th  Beptember). 
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life  of  it  beside  this  Neighbour.  The  outer  world,  espe- 
cially the  Vienna  outer  world,  is  naturally  a  little  sur- 
prised: "How  is  this,  FeldmarschaU  Daun?  Canyon 
do  absolutely  nothing  with  him,  then;  but  sit  pinned  in 
the  Hills,  eating  sour  herbs !" 

In  the  I^ussians  appears  no  help.  Soltikof  on  Glo- 
gau.  We  know  what  that  amounts  to !  Soltikof  is  evi- 
dently intending  home,  and  nothing  else.  To  all  Aus- 
tridn  proposals, — and  they  have  been  manifold,  as  poor 
Montalembert  knows  too  well, — the  answer  of  Soltikof 
was  and  is:  "Above  90,000  of  you  circling  about,  help- 
ing one  another  to  do  Nothing.  Happy  were  you,  not 
a  doubt  of  it,  could  we  be  wiled  across  to  you,  to  get 
worried  in  your  stead!"  Daun  begins  to  be  extremely 
ill  off;  provisions  scarce,  are  far  away  in  Bohemia ;  and 
the  roads  daily  more  insecure,  Friedrich  aiming  evi- 
dently to  get  conunand  of  them  altogether.  Think  of 
such  an  issue  to  our  once-flourishing  Campaign  1760! 
Daun  is  vigilance  itself  against  such  fatality;  and  will 
do  anything,  except  risk  a  Fight.  Here,  however,  is  the 
&tal  posture:  Since  September  18th,  Daun  -sees  him- 
self considerably  cut  off  from  Glatz,  his  provision-road 
more  and  more  insecure; — and  for  fourteen  days  on- 
ward, the  Edng  and  he  have  got  into  a  dead-lock,  and 
sit  looking  into  one  another's  faces;  Daun  in  a  more 
and  more  distressed  mood,  his  provender  becoming  so 
uncertain,  and  the  Winter  season  drawing  nigh.  The 
sentries  are  in  mutual  view :  each  Camp  could  cannon- 
ade the  other;  but  what  good  were  it?  By  a  tacit 
understanding  they  don't.  The  sentries,  outposts,  and 
vedettes  forbear  musketry;  on  the  contrary,  exchange 
tobaccos  sometimes,  and  have  a  snatch  of  conversation. 
Daun  is  growing  more  and  more  unhappy.  To  which 
of  the  gods,  if  not  to  Soltikof  again,  can  he  apply? 
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Friedrich  himself  successful  so  far,  is  abundantly 
dissatisfied  with  such  a  kind  of  success; — and  indeed 
seems  to  be  less  thankful  to  his  stars  than  in  present 
circumstances  he  ought.  Profoundly  wearied  we  find 
him,  worn  down  into  utter  disgust  in  the  Small  War  of 
Posts  :  "  Here  we  still  are,  nose  to  nose,"  exclaims  he 
(see  Letters  to  Henri\  "both  of  us  in  unattackable 
"  camps.  This  Campaign  appears  to  me  more  unsup- 
"  portable  than  any  of  the  foregoing.  Take  what  trouble 
"  and  care  I  like,  I  can't  advance  a  step  in  regard  to 
"  great  interests;  I  succeed  only  in  trifles."  "  Oh  for 
"  good  news  of  your  health :  I  am  without  all  assist- 
"  ance  here;  the  Army  must  divide  again  before  long, 
"  and  I  have  none  to  intrust  it  to."* 

And  to  D^Argens^  in  the  same  bad  days :  "  Yes,  yes, 
"  I  escaped  a  great  danger  there"  (at  Liegnitz).  "In 
"  a  common  War,  it  would  have  signified  something; 
"  but  in  this  it  is  a  mere  skirmish;  my  position  little 
"  improved  by  it.  I  will  not  sing  Jeremiads  to  you; 
"  nor  speak  of  my  fears  and  anxieties,  but  can  assure 
"  you  they  are  great.  The  crisis  I  am  in  has  taken  an- 
"  other  shape;  but  a3  yet  nothing  decides  it,  nor  can 
"  the  development  of  it  be  foreseen.  I  am  getting  con- 
"  sumed  by  slow  fever;  I  am  like  a  living  body  losing 
"  limb  after  limb.  Heaven  stand  by  us :  we  need  it 
"  much."*  •  •  «  You  talk  always  of  my  person,  of 
"  my  dangers.  Need  I  tell  you,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
"  I  live ;  but  it  is  that  I  do  my  duty,  and  fight  for  my 
"  Country  to  save  it  if  possible.  In  many  litde  things 
"  I  have  had  luck :  I  think  of  taking  for  my  motto, 
"  Maximus  in  minimis^  et  minimus  in  maximis.   A  worse 

*  Schoning,  ii.  416. 

»  (Euvres  de  Frideric,  xk.  193  (*  Dittmannsdorf ,  18th  September,'  day 
after,  or  day  of  finishing,  that  cannonade). 
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"  Campaign  than  any  of  the  others :  I  know  not  some- 
"  times  what  will  become  of  it.  But  why  weary  you 
"  with  such  details  of  my  labours  and  my  sorrows? 
"  My  spirits  have  forsaken  me.  All  gaiety  is  buried 
"  with  the  Loved  Noble  Ones  whom  my  heart  was 
"  bound  ta     Adieu." 

Or,  again,  to  Henri:  'Berlin?    Yes;  I  am  trying 

*  something  in  bar  of  that.     Have  a  bad  time  of  it,  in 

*  the  interim.  "  Our  means,  my  dear  Brother,  are  so 
"  eaten  away;  far  too  short  for  opposing  the  prodigious 
"  number  of  our  enemies  set  against  us : — ^if  we  must 
"  fidl,  let  us  date  our  destruction  from  the  infamous  Day 
"of  Maxen!" 

Is  in  such  health,  too,  all  the  while :  "  Am  a  little 
"  better,  thank  you;  yet  have  still  the" — ^what  shall  we 
say  (dreadful  biliary  affair)?— r-"A^(?rrA(wVfe5  aveugles: 
"  nothing  that,  were  it  not  for  the  disquietudes  I  feel : 
"  but  all  ends  in  this  world,  and  so  will  these."  •  • 
"  I  flatter  myself  your  health  is  recovering.  For  these 
"  three  days  in  continuance  I  have  had  so  terrible  a 
"  cramp,  I  thought  it  would  choke  me; — ^it  is  now  a 
"  little  gone.  No  wonder  the  chagrins  and  continual 
"  disquietudes  I  live  in  should  undermine  and  at  length 
"  overturn  the  robustest  constitution."^ 

Friedrich,  we  observe,  has  heard  of  certain  Russian- 
Austrian  intentions  on  Berlin;  but,  after  intense  con- 
sideration, resolves  that  it  will  behove  him  to  continue 
here,  and  try  to  dislodge  Daun,  or  help  Hunger  to  dis- 
lodge him;  which  will  be  the  remedy  for  Berlin  and  all 
things  else.  There  are  news  from  Colberg  of  welcome 
tenor;  could  Daun  be  sent  packing,  Soltikof,  it  is  pro- 
bable, will  not  be  in  much  alacrity  for  Berlin! — Sep- 

«  Schoning,  ii.  419:  ^  2d  October.'  n>id.  ii  410:  '16th  Septem- 

Iwr.'  Ibid,  ii  408. 
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tember  18th,  at  Dittmannsdorf,  was  the  first  day  of 
Daun's  dead-lock :  ever  since,  he  has  had  to  sit,  moi^ 
and  more  hampered,  pinned  to  the  Hills,  eating  sour 
herbs;  nothing  but  Hunger  ahead,  and  a  retreat  (battle 
we  will  not  dream  of),  likely  to  be  very  ruinous,  with  a 
Friedrich  sticking  to  the  wings  of  it  Here  is  the  Note 
on  Colberg : 

September  18£%,  Colberg  Siege  raiaed.  ^The  same  September 
^  18th,  what  a  day  at  Colberg  too  I  It  is  the  twenty-fourth  day 
'  of  the  continual  bombardment  there.  Colberg  is  black  ashes, 
^  most  of  its  houses  ruins,  not  a  house  in  it  uninjured.  But 
^  Heyde  and  his  poor  Garrison,  busy  day  and  night,  walk  about 
'  in  it  as  if  fire-proof;  with  a  great  deal  of  battle  still  left  in 
'  them.    The  King^  I  know  not  whether  Heyde  is  aware,  has 

*  contrived  something  of  relief ;  General  Werner  coming : — ^the 

*  fittest  of  men,  if  there  be  possibility.  When,  see,  September 
^  18th,  uneasy  motion  in  the  Russian  entrenchments  (for  the 
^  Russians  too  are  entrenched  against  attack) :  Something  that 
'  has  surprised  the  Russians  yonder.  Climb,  some  of  you,  to  the 
'  highest  surviving  steeple,  highest  chimney-top  if  no  steeple  su]v 

*  vive : — ^'  Yonder  is  Werner  come  to  our  relief,  oh  God  the 

*  Merciful  r 

*  Werner,  with  5,000,  was  detached  from  Glogau  (September 
^  5th),  from  Goltz's  small  Corps  there ;  has  come  as  on  wings,  200 

*  miles  in  thirteen  days.  And  attacks  now,  as  with  wings,  the 
'  astonished  Russian  15,000,  who  were  looking  for  nothing  like 
^  him, — ^with  wings,  with  claws,  and  with  beak;  and  in  a  highly 
^  aquiline  manner,  fierce,  swift,  skilful,  storms  these  entrenched 
^  Russians  straightway,  scatters  them  to  pieces, — ^and  next  day  is 

*  in  Colberg,  the  Siege  raising  itself  with  great  precipitation ; 
^  leaving  all  its  artilleries  and  furnitures,  rushing  on  shipboard 
^  all  of  it  that  can  get, — ^the  very  ships-of-war,  says  Archenholtz, 

*  hurrying  dangerously  out  to  sea,  as  if  the  Prussian  Hussars 

*  might  possibly  take  them.  A  glorious  Werner  I  A  beautiful  de- 
^  fence,  and  ditto  rescue ;  which  has  drawn  the  world's  attention.'^ 

'  Seyfarth,  iL  634 ;  Archenholtz,  iL  116  :  in  Jlelden-GeschicJUe  (vi  73- 
83),  Tagebuch  of  Siege. 
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Heyde's  defence  of  Colberg,  Wemer^s  swift  rescue  of  it,  are 
Teiy  celebrated  this  Autumn.  Medals  were  struck  in  honour  of 
them  at  Berlin,  not  at  Friedrich's  expense,  but  under  Friedrich's 
patronage ;  who  purchased  silver  or  gold  copies,  and  gave  them 
about.  Veteran  Heyde  had  a  Letter  from  his  Majesty,  and  one 
of  these  gold  Medals ; — ^what  an  honour !  I  do  not  hear  that 
Heyde  got  any  other  reward,  or  that  he  needed  any.  A  beautiful 
old  Hero,  voiceless  in  History;  though  very  visible  in  that  re- 
mote sphere,  if  you  care  to  look. 

That  is  the  news  from  Colberg ;  comfortable  to  Fried- 
rich;  not  likely  to  inspire  Soltikof  with  new  alacrity  in 
behalf  of  Daim.  It  remains  to  us  only  to  add,  that  Fried- 
rich,  veith  a  view  to  quicken  Daun,  shot  out  (September 
24th,  after  nightfall,  and  with  due  mystery)  a  Detach- 
ment towards  Neisse, — 4,000  or  so,  who  call  themselves 
15,000,  and  affect  to  be  for  Mahren  ultimately.  "  For 
Mahren,  and  my  bit  of  daily  bread !"  Daun  may  well 
think ;  and  did  for  some  time  think,  or  partly  did.  Pushed 
off  one  small  detachment  really  thither,  to  look  after 
Mahren ;  and  (September  29th)  pushed  off  another 
higger;  Lacy  namely,  with  15,000,  pretending  to  be 
thither, — but  who,  the  instant  they  were  out  of  Fried- 
rich's sight,  have  whirled,  at  a  rapid  pace,  quite  into 
the  opposite  direction :  as  will  shortly  be  seen !  Daun 
has  now  other  irons  in  the  fire.  Daim,  ever  since  this 
festal  Dead-lock  in  the  Hills,  has  been  shrieking  hoarsely 
to  the  Russians,  day  and  night;  who  at  last  take  pity 
on  him, — or  find  something  feasible  in  his  proposals. 

The  Russians  make  a  Raid  on  Berlin^  for  Relief 
of  Daun,  and  their  ovm  Behoof  (October  3d- 
12th,  1760). 

Powerful  entreaties,  influences  are  exercised  at  Pe- 
tersburg, and  here  in  the  Russian  Camp :  "  Noble  Rus- 
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sian  Excellencies,  for  the  love  of  Heaven,  take  this  man 

off  my  windpipe !    A  sally  into  Brandenburg :  oh,  could 

not  you?     Lacy  shall  accompany ;  seizure  of  Berlin, 

were  it  only  for  one  day !"     Soltikof  has  fallen  sick, — 

and,  indeed,  practically  vanishes  from  our  affairs,  at  this 

point ; — ^Termor,  who  has  conmiand  in  the  interim,  finally 

consents:   "Our  poor  siege  of  Colberg,  what  an  end  is 

come  to  it !     What  an  end  is  the  whole  Campaign  like 

to  have !     Let  us  at  least  try  this  of  Berlin,  since  our 

hands  are  empty."     The  joy  of  Daun,  of  Montalembert, 

and  of  everybody  in  Austrian  Court  and  Camp  may  be 

conceived. 

Russians  to  the  amount  of  20,000,  Czemichef  Com- 
mander; Tottleben,  Second  in  command,  a  clever  sol- 
dier, who  knows  Berlin :  these  are  to  start  from  Sagan 
Country,  on  this  fine  Expedition,  and  to  push  on  at  the 
very  top  of  their  speed.  September  20th,  Tottleben, 
with  3,000  of  them  as  Vanguard,  does  accordingly  cross 
Oder,  at  Beuthen  in  Sagan  Country;  and  strides  for- 
ward direct  upon  Berlin :  Lacy,  with  15,000,  has  started 
from  Silesia,  we  saw  how,  above  a  week  later  (Sep- 
tember 29th),  but  at  a  still  more  furious  rate  of  speed. 
Soltikof, — ^theoretically  Soltikof  but  practically  Fermor, 
should  the  dim  German  Books  be  ambiguous  to  any 
studious  creature, — ^with  the  Main  Army  (which  by  it- 
self is  still  a  20,000  odd),  moves  to  Frankfurt,  to  sup- 
port the  swift  Expedition,  and  be  within  two  marches 
of  it.  Here  surely  is  a  feasibility !  Berlin,  for  defence, 
has  nothing  but  weak  palisades;  and  of  effective  gar- 
rison 1,200  men. 

And  feasible,  in  a  sort,  this  thing  did  prove ;  indis- 
putably deUvermg  Daun  from  strangulation  in  the  Sile- 
sian  Mountains;  filling  the  Gazetteer  mind  with  loud 
emotion  of  an  empty  nature ;  and  very  much  affecting 
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many  poor  people  in  Berlin  and  neighbourhood.  Making 
a  big  Chapter  in  Berlin  Local  History;  though  com- 
pressible to  small  bulk  for  strangers,  who  haye  no 
specific  S3nnpathies  in  that  locality. 

^Friday,  Zd  October  1760,  Tottleben,  with  his  hasty  Van- 
'  guard  of  3,000,  preceded  by  hastier  rumour,  comes  circling 
^roimd  BerUn  environs;  takes  post  at  the  Halle  Gate'  (west 
ade  of  the  City);  ^summons  Rochow'  (the  same  old  Com- 
mandant of  Haddick's  time); — ^requires  instant  admittance; 
'  ransom  of  Four  million  Thalers,  and  other  impossible  things. 
^  Berlin  has  been  putting  itself  in  some  posture ;  repairing  its 
'  palisades,  throwing  up  bits  of  redoubts  in  front  of  the  gates; 
^  and^  though  sounding  with  alarms  and  uncertainties,  shows  a 

*  fine  spirit  of  readiness  for  the  emergency.  Rochow  is  still 
'  Commandant,  the  same  old  Bochow  who  shrunk  so  question- 
'  ably  in  Haddick's  time :  but  Rochow  has  no  Court  to  tremble 
^  for  at  present ;  Queen  and  Royal  Family,  Archives,  Principal 
^  Ministries,  Directorium  in  a  body,  went  all  to  Magdeburg 
'  again,  on  the  Kunersdorf  Disaster  last  year,  and  are  safe  from 
^  such  insults.    The  spirit  of  the  population,  it  appears,  even 

*  of  the  rich  classes,  some  of  whom  are  very  rich,  b  extra- 

*  ordinary.  Besides  Rochow,  moreover,  there  are,  by  accident, 
'  certain  Generals  in  Berlin :  Seidlitz  and  two  others,  recover- 
'  ing  from  their  Kunersdorf  hurts,  who  step  into  the  breach  with 
^  heart  admirably  willing,  if  with  limbs  stiU  lame.  Then  there 
'  is  old  Fieldmarshal  Lehwald'  (Anti-Russian  at  Gross  Jagers- 
dorf,  but  dismissed  as  too  old),  *  who  is  oflScial  Governor  of  Berlin, 
'  who  succeeded  poor  Keith  in  that  honourable  office :  all  these 
'  were  strong  for  defence; — and  do  not  now  grudge,  great  men 
'  as  they  are,  to  take  each  his  Gate  of  Berlin,  his  small  redoubt 
'  thrown  up  there,  and  pass  the  night  and  the  day  in  doing  his 
'  utmost  with  it. 

'  Rochow  refuses  the  surrender  and  the  Four-millions  pure 
'  specie ;  and  Tottleben,  about  3  p.m.  in  an  intermittent  way,  and 
'  about  5  in  a  constant,  begins  bombarding, — ^grenadoes,  red-hot 
'  ballfl,  what  he  can ; — and  continues  the  same  till  3  next  mom- 
'  ing.  Without  result  to  speak  of;  Seidlitz  and  Consorts  making 
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^  good  counter-play ;  the  poor  old  1,200  of  Garriflon  growing 

*  almost  young  again  with  energy,  under  their  Seidlitzes ;  and 
^  the  population  zealously  cooperating,  especially  quenching  all 
^  fires  that  rose.     What  greatly  contributed  withal  was  the 

*  arrival  of  Prince  Eugen  overnight.  Eugen  of  Wiirtember^ 
{cadet  of  that  bad  Duke)  ^had  been  engaged  driving  home 
^  the  Swedes,  but  instantly  quitted  that  with  a  5,000  he  had; 
^  and  has  marched  this  day, — ^his  Vanguard  has,  mostly  Horse, 
^  whom  the  Foot  will  follow  tomorrow, — ^a  distance  of  forty 

*  miles,  on  this  fine  errand.  Delicate  manoeuvering,  by  these 
^  wearied  horsemen,  to  enter  Berlin  amid  uncertain  jostUngs, 
^  under  the  shine  of  Russian  bombardment ;  ecstatic  welcome  to 
^  them,  when  they  did  get  in, — ^instant  subscription  for  fat  oxen 

*  to  them ;  a  just  abundance  of  beef  to  them,  of  generous  beer 
^  I  hope  not  more  than  an  abundance :  phenomena  which,  with 

*  others  of  the  like,  could  be  dwelt  on,  had  we  room.* 

^  Tottleben,  under  these  omens,  found  it  would  not  do ; 

*  wended  off  towards  his  Czemichef,  next  morning;  eastward 
^  again  as  far  as  Copenik,  Prince  Eugen  attending  him  in  a 
^  minatory  manner :  and,  in  BerUn  for  the  moment,  the  bad  ten 

*  hours  were  over.  For  four  days  more,  the  fate  of  things  hung 
^  dubious ;  hope  soon  fading  again,  but  not  quite  going  out  tiU 

*  the  fifth  day.    And  this,  in  fact,  was  mainly  all  of  bombard- 

*  ment  that  the  City  had  to  suffer;  though  its  fate  of  capture 
^was  not  to  be  averted.  Is  not  Tottleben  gone?  Yes;  but 
^  Lacy,  marching  at  a  rate  he  never  did  before  (except  from 
^  Bischof swerda),  is  arrived  in  the  environs  this  same  evening, 

*  cautious  but  furious.  The  King  is  far  away ;  what  are  Eugen's 
^  5,000  against  these? 

*  On  the  other  hand,  Hiilsen,  leaving  his  Saxon  affairs  to 

*  their  chance, — ^which,  alas,  are  about  extinct,  at  any  rate ;  ex- 

*  cept  Wittenberg,  all  Saxony  gone  from  us ! — ^Hiilsen  is  on 

*  winged  march  hitherward  with  about  9,000.    "  How  would  the 

*  Bang  come  on  wings,  like  an  eagle  from  the  Blue,  if  he  were 

*  but  aware  T  thought  everybody,  and  said.    Hiilsen  did  arrive 

*  on  the  8th ;  so  that  there  are  now  14,000  of  us.     Hiilsen  did ; 

•  Tempelhof,  iv.  266-290 ;  Archenholtz,  ii.  122448 ;  Relden-Geschichie^ 
vi  103-149,  350-352 ;  &c.  &o. 
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— bnt  no  King  could ;  the  King  is  just  starting  (October  4tliy 
the  Kingy  on  these  bad  romours  about  Saxony,  about  Berlin, 
quitted  the  attempt  on  Daun;  October  7th,  got  on  march 
hitherward;  has  finished  his  first  march  hitherward, — ^Daun 
gradually  preparing  to  attend  him  in  the  distance), — ^when 
Hiilsen  arrives.  And  here  are  all  their  Lacys,  Gzemichefs 
fairly  assembled ;  five  to  two  of  us, — ^35,000  of  them  against 
our  14,000. 

'  Hiiken  and  Eugen,  drawn  out  in  their  skilf  ullest  way, 
manceuvered  about,  all  this  Wednesday  8th ;  attempted,  did 
not  attempt ;  found  on  candid  examination.  That  14,000  versus 
35,000  ran  a  great  risk  of  being  worsted ;  that,  in  such  case, 
the  fate  of  the  City  might  be  still  more  frightful ;  and  that, 
on  the  whole,  their  one  course  was  that  of  withdrawing  to 
Spandau,  and  leaving  poor  Berlin  to  capitulate  as  it  could. 
Capitulation  starts  again  vnth  Tottleben  that  same  night; 
Gotzkowsky,  a  magnanimous  Citizen  and  Merchant-Prince, 
stepping  forth  with  beautiful  courageous  furtherances  of  every 
kind;  and  it  ends  better  than  one  could  have  hoped:  Eansom 
— not  of  Four-millions  pure  specie  (which  would  have  been 
600,000i):  "  Gracious  Sir,  it  is  beyond  our  utmost  possibility  F* 
— ^but  of  One  and  a  Half  million  in  modem  Ephraim  coin ; 
with  a  30,000^.  of  douceur-money  to  the  common  man,  Russian 
and  Austrian,  for  his  forbearance; — "for  the  rest,  we  are  at 
your  Excellenc/s  mercy,  in  a  manner  T    And  so, 

*  Thursday^  October  9^  About  7  in  the  morning,  Tottle- 
ben marches  in ;  exactly  six  days  since  he  first  came  circling 
to  the  Halle  Gate,  and  began  bombarding.  Tottleben, 
knowing  Friedrich,  knew  the  value  of  despatch;  and,  they 
say,  was  privately  no  enemy  to  Berlin,  remembering  old 
grateful  days  here.  For  Tottleben  has  himself  been  in 
difficulties ;  indeed,  was  never  long  out  of  them,  during  the 
long  stormy  life  he  had.  Not  a  Russian  at  all;  though 
I  suppose  Father  of  the  now  Russian  Tottlebens  whom  one 
hears  of :  this  one  was  a  poor  Saxon  Gentleman,  Page  once 
to  poor  old  drunken  Weissenf els,  whom,  for  a  certain  fair 
soul's  sake,  we  sigh  to  remember !  Weissenf  els  dying,  Tottle- 
ben beciune  a  soldier  of  Polish  Majest/s ; — ^acceptable  soldier, 
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but  disagreed  with  Briihl,  for  which  nobody  will  like  him 
worse.  Disagreed  with  Briihl ;  went  into  the  Dutch  service 
(may  have  been  in  Fontenoy  for  what  I  know) ;  was  there  till 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  till  after  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  kindly  treated,  and 
promoted  in  the  Dntch  Army;  but  with  outlooks,  I  can  fancy, 
rather  dull.  Outlooks  probably  dull  in  such  an  element, — 
when,  being  a  handsome  fellow  in  epaulettes  (Major-Oeneral, 
in  fact,  though  poor),  he,  diligently  endeavouring,  caught  the 
eye  of  ar  Dutch  West-Indian  Heiress ;  soft  creature  with  no 
end  of  money ;  whom  he  privately  wedded,  and  ran  away  with. 
To  the  horror  of  her  appointed  Dutch  Lover  and  Friends ;  who 
prosecuted  the  poor  Major-General  with  the  utmost  rigour,  not 
of  Law  only.  And  were  like  to  be  the  ruin  of  his  fair  West- 
Lidian  and  him ;  when  Friedrich,  about  1754  as  I  guess,  gave 
him  shelter  in  Berlin ;  finding  no  insupportable  objection  in 
what  the  man  had  done.  The  rather,  as  his  Heiress  and  he 
were  rich.  Tottleben  gained  general  favour  in  Berlin  society ; 
wished,  in  1756,  to  take  service  with  Friedrich  on  the  breaking 
out  of  this  War.  "  A  Colonel  with  me,  yes,"  said  Friedrich. 
But  Tottleben  had  been  Major-Oeneral  among  the  Dutch,  and 
could  not  consent  to  sink ;  had  to  go  among  the  Russians  for 
a  Major-Generalcy ;  and  there  and  elsewhere,  for  many  years 
coming,  had  many  adventures,  mostly  troublesome,  which  shall 
not  be  memorable  to  us  here.^ 

^  Lacy,  who,  after  hovering  about  in  these  vicinities  for 
four  days,  had  now  actually  come  up,  so  soon  as  Eugen  and 
Hiilsen  withdrew, — ^was  deeply  disgusted  at  the  Terms  of  Capi- 
tulation ;  angry  to  find  that  Tottleben  had  concluded  without 
him;  and,  in  fact,  flew  into  open  rage  at  the  arrangements 
Tottleben  had  made  for  himself  and  for  others.  "  No  admit- 
tance, except  on  order  from  his  Excellency  I"  said  the  Russian 
Sentry  to  Lac/s  Austrians :  upon  which  Lacy  forced  the  Oate, 
and  violently  marched  in.  Took  lodging,  to  his  own  mind,  in 
the  Friedrichstadt  quarter;  and  was  fearfully  truculent  upon 
person  and  property,  during  his  short  stay.  A  scandal  to  be 
seen,  how  his  Croats  and  loose  hordes  went  openly  ravening 

•  Sketch  of  Tottleben'B  life,  in  BSdenbeck,  ii  69-72. 
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'  about,  bent  on  mere  housebreaking,  8treet>-robbery,  and  insolent 
'  Tiolenoe.  So  that  Tottleben  had  fairly  to  fire  upon  the  yagar 
^  bonds  once  or  twice ;  and  force,  on  the  unwilling  Lacj,  some 
*  coercion  of  them  within  limits.     For  the  three  days  of  his  con- 

<  tinuance, — it  was  but  three  days  in  all, — ^Lacy  was  as  the  evil 

<  genius  of  Berlin ;  Tottleben  and  his  Russians  the  good.  Their 
'discipline  was  so  excellent;  all  Cossacks  and  loose  rabble 
'  stricdy  kept  out  beyond  the  Walls.     To  Bachmann,  Russian 

<  Cknnmandant,  the  Berliners,  on  his  departure,  had  gratefully 
'  got  ready  a  money-gift  of  handsome  amount :  ^^  By  no  means,** 
'  answered  ^Bachmann:  ^^your  treatment  was  according  to  the 

<  mildness  of  our  Sovereign  Czarina.  For  myself,  if  I  have 
'  served  you  in  anything,  the  fact  that  for  three  days  I  have 
'  been  Commandant  of  the  Great  Friedrich's  Capital  is  more 
'  than  a  reward  to  me." 

'Tottleben  and  Lac^,  during  those  three  days  of  Russian 
'  and  Austrian  joint  dominion,  had  a  stormy  time  of  it  together. 
''Destroy  the  Lager^Haus^  said  Lacy:  Lager-Haus,  where  they 
'manufacture  their  soldiers'  uniforms;  it  is  the  parent  of  all 
'  cloth-manufacturing  in  Prussia;  set  up  by  Friedrich-Wilhelm, 
'  — not  on  fre^trade  principles.  "The  Lager-Haus,**  say  yout 
**!  doubt,  it  is  now  private  property;  screened  by  otu*  Car 
' pitnlation ;** — ^which  it  proves  to  be.  "You  shall  blow  up 
'  the  Arsenal  P  said  Lacy,  with  vehemence  and  truculence.  A 
'  noble  edifice,  as  travellers  yet  know :  fancy  its  fragments  fly- 
'ing  about  among  the  populous  streets,  plunging  through  the 
'  roofs  of  Palaces,  and  great  houses  all  round.  Lacy  was  in- 
'  exorable ;  Tottleben  had  to  send  a  Russian  Party  (one  wishes 
'  they  had  been  Croats)  on  this  sad  errand.  They  proceeded 
'  to  the  Powder-Magazine,  for  explosive  material,  as  preliminary; 
'  they  were  rash  in  handling  the  gunpowder  there,  which  blew 
'  up  in  their  hands ;  sent  itself  and  all  of  them  into  the  air;  and 
'  saved  the  poor  Arsenal :  "  Not  powder  enough  now  left  for  our 
'  own  artillery  uses,**  urged  Tottleben. 

'  Saxon  and  Austrian  Parties  were  in  the  Palaces  about, — at 
'Potsdam,  at  Charlottenburg,  Schonhausen  (the  Queen's),  at 
'  Friedrichsfeld  (the  Margraf  Karl's),  some  of  whom  behaved 
'well,  some  horribly  ill.     Li  Charlottenburg,  certain  Saxon 
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*  Brulil-Dragoons,  who  by  their  conduct  might  have  been  Dra- 
^  goons  of  Attila,  smashed  the  fumitores,  the  doors,  catting  the 
^  Pictures,  much  maltreating  the  poor  people ;  and,  what  was 
^  reckoned  still  more  tragical,  overset  the  poor  Polignac  Col- 
'^  lection  of  Antiques  and  Classicalities ;  not  only  knocking  off 
^  noses  and  arms,  but  beating  them  small,  lest  reparation  by 

*  cement  should  be  possible.    Their  Officers,  Pima  people,  look- 

*  ing  quietly  on.     A  scandalous  proceeding  thought  everybody, 

*  friend  or  foe, — especially  thought  Friedrich ;  whose  indigna- 
^  tion  at  this  ruin  of  Charlottenburg  came  out  in  way  of  reprisal 

*  by  and  by.  At  Potsdam,  on  the  other  hand.  Prince  Ester* 
^  hazy,  with  perhaps  Hungarians  among  his  people,  behaved  like 
^  a  very  Prince ;  received  from  the  Castellan  an  Attestation  that 
^  he  had  scrupulously  respected  everything;  and  took,  as  sou- 

*  venir,  only  one  Picture  of  little  value ;  Prince  de  Ligne,  who 
^  was  under  him,  canying  off,  still  more  daintily,  one  goose-quill, 
^  immortal  by  having  been  a  pen  of  the  Great  Friedrich's. 

^  Tottleben,  with  no  feeling  other  than  Official  tempered  by 
^  Human,  was  in  great  contrast  with  Lacy,  and  very  beneficent 

*  to  Berlin,  during  the  three  days  it  lay  under  the  tribuloy  or 

*  harrow  of  War.  But  the  Tutelary  Angel  of  Berlin,  then  and 
'  afterwards  for  weeks  and  months,  till  all  scores  got  settled, 
^  was  the  Gotzkowsky  mentioned  above.'  Whom  we  shall  see 
again  helpful  at  Leipzig;  a  man  worth  marking,  in  these 
tumults.    ^If  Tottleben  was  the  temporal  Armed  King,  this 

*  Gotzkowsky  was  the  Spiritual  King,  Papa  or  Universal  Father, 

*  armed  only  with  charities,  pieties,  prayers,  ever  shiningly  at- 

*  tended  by  self-sacrifices  on  Gotzkowsk/s  part ;  which  averted 
^  woes  innumerable  (Lager-Haus  only  one  of  a  long  list) ;  and 
'  which  "surpassed  all  belief,"  write  the  Berlin  Magistracy,  as  if 
^  in  tears  over  such  heroism.    Truly  a  Prince  of  Merchants,  this 

*  Gotzkowsky,  not  for  his  vast  enterprises,  and  the  mere  1,500 
^  workmen  he  employs,  but  for  the  still  greater  heart  that  dwells 
^  in  him.     Had  begun  as  a  travelling  Pedlar ;   used  to  call 

*  at  Beinsberg,  with  female  haberdasheries  exquisitely  chosen 

*  (^^ gallanterie-wsres^   the  Germans  call  them),  for  the  then 

*  Princess  Boyal ;  not  unnoticed  by  Friedrich,  who  recognised 
^  the  broad  sense,  solidity,  and  great  thoughts  of  the  man.     Of 
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'  all  which  Friedrich  has  known  far  more  since  then,  in  varioua 
<  branches  of  Prussian  commerce  improved  bj  Gotzkowsky's 
'managements*  A  truly  notable  Gotzkowsfy;  became  bank* 
'  rapt  at  last,  one  is  sorry  to  hear ;  and  died  in  affliction  and 
'  neglect, — short  of  the  humblest  wages  for  so  much  good  work 

*  done  in  the  world  !'• 

'  Ootzkowsky's  House  was  like  a  general  store-room  for 
'  eveiybody's  preciosities ;  his  time,  means,  self,  were  the  refuge 
'  of  all  the  needy.  In  Zomdorf  time,  when  this  Czemichef '  (if 
readers  can  remember),  'who  is  now  so  supreme, — Czemichef,. 
'  Soltikof ,  and  others, — ^had  nothing  for  it  but  to  lodge  in  the 
'  cellars  of  burnt  Ciistrin,  Gotzkowsky,  with  ready  money,  with 
'  advice,  with  assuagement,  had  been  their  Deua  ex  Maehind  r 
'  and  now  Czemichef  remembers  it ;  and  Gotzkowsky,  as  Papa,, 
'has  to  go  with  continual  prayers,  negotiations,  counsellings,. 
'  expedients,  and  be  the  refuge  of  all  unjustly  suffering  men*. 
'  Berlin  has  immensities  of  trade  in  war-furnitures :  the  capitals. 
'  circulating  are  astonishing  to  Archenholtz  ;  million  on  the 
'  back  of  million ;  no  such  city  in  Germany,  for  trade.  The 
'  desire  of  the  Three-days  Lacy  government  is  towards  any 
'  Lager-Haus ;  any  mass  of  wealth,  which  can  be  construed  as 
'  Boyal  or  connected  with  Royalty.  Ephraim  and  Itzig,  mint- 
'  masters  of  that  copper-coinage ;  rolling  in  foul  wealth  by  the 
'ruin  of  their  neighbours;  ought  not  these  to  bleed?  Well^ 
'  yes, — if  anybody;  and  copiously  if  yon  likel  I  should  have 
'  said  so :  but  the  generous  Gotzkowsl^  said  in  his  heart,  '^  No;'^ 
'  and  again  pleaded  and  prevaQed.  Ephraim  and  Itzig,  foul 
'  swollen  creatures,  were  not  broached  at  all ;  and  their  grati- 

*  tude  was.  That,  at  a  future  day,  Gotzkowsk/s  day  of  bank- 

*  raptcy,  they  were  hardest  of  any  on  Gotzkowsky. 

'  Archenholtz  and  the  Books  are  enthusiastically  copious  upon 
'  Gotzkowsky  and  his  procedures ;  but  we  must  be  silent.  This 
'  Anec4ote  only,  in  regard  to  Freedom  of  the  Press, — ^to  the  so- 

*  called  "  air  we  breathe,  not  having  which  we  die  1"  Would 
'  modem  Friends  of  Progress  believe  it?  Because,  in  former 
'  stages  of  this  War,  the  Berlin  Newspapers  have  had  offensive 

**  Preun,  ii  257)  &c.  &c, ;  Geachichte  einea  PatrioUschm  KaufmcmnB 
(Berlin,  1769,  by  Gotzkowsky  himself). 
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*  expressions  (scaixsely  noticeable  to  the  microscope,  in  our  day, 
^  and  below  calculation  for  smallness)  upon  the  Russian  and 
'  Austrian  Sovereigns  or  Peoples, — ^the  Able  Editors  (there  are 
'  only  Two)   shall  now  in  person,  here  in  the  Market-place 

*  of  Berlin,  actually  run  the  gauntlet  for  it, — "run  the  rods 
^  {€ra88enr-laufen^)y  as  the  fashion  now  is ; — ^which  is  worse  than 

*  gatmUety  not  to  speak  of  the  ignominy.    That  is  the  barbaric 

*  Eussian  notion :  "  Who  are  you,  ill-informed  insolent  persons^ 
^  that  give  a  loose  to  your  tongue  in  that  manner?     Strip  to  the 

*  waistband,  swift  1  Here  is  the  true  career  opened  for  you :  on 
^  each  hand,  one  hundred  sharp  rods  ranked  waiting  you ;  run 

*  your  courses  there, — ^no  hurry  more  than  you  like  F'  The  alter- 
'  native  of  death,  I  suppose,  was  open  to  these  Editors ;  Roman 
^  death  at  least,  and  martyrdom  for  a  new  Faith  (Faith  in  the 
'  Loose  Tongue),  very  sacred  to  the  Democratic  Ages  now  at 
^  hand.  But  nobody  seems  to  have  thought  of  it;  Editors  and 
^  Public  took  the  thing  as  a  sorrow  incident  to  this  dangerous 
'  Profession  of  the  Tongue  Loose  (or  looser  than  usual) ;  which 
^  nobody  yet  knew  to  be  divine.  The  Editors  made  passionate 
^  enough  lamentation,  in  the  stript  state ;  one  of  them,  with  loud 
^  weeping,  pulled  off  his  wig,  showed  ice-gray  hair;  ^^I  am  in 
^  my  68th  year  T    But  it  seems  nothing  would  have  steaded 

*  them,  had  not  Gotzkowsky  been  busy  interceding.    By  virtue 

*  of  whom  there  was  pardon  privately  in  readiness :  to  the  ice- 

*  gray  Editor  complete  pardon ;  to  ike  junior,  quasi-complete ; 
^  only  a  few  switches  to  assert  the  principle,  and  dismissal  with 

*  admonition.'^ ^ 

The  pleasant  part  of  the  fact  is,  that  Gotzkowskjr's 
powerful  intercessions  were  thenceforth  no  farther 
needed.  The  same  day,  Saturday,  October  11th,  a  few 
hours  after  this  of  the  Gasam-laufen^  news  arrived  full 
gallop :  "  The  King  is  coming !"  After  which  it  was 
beautiful  to  see  how  aU  things  got  to  the  gallop;  and  in 
a  iK)-time  Berlin  was  itself  again.     That  same  evening, 

»  ffelden-Geschichte,  vi.  103-148 ;  Eodenbeck,  ii.  41-54 ;  Archenholtz, 
ii  130-147 ;  Preuss,  ubi  supra;  &c.  &c. 
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Saturday,  Lacy  took  the  road,  with  extraordinary  ve- 
locity, towards  Torgau  Country,  where  the  Reichsfolk, 
in  Hiilsen's  absence,  are  supreme  ;  and,  the  second 
evening  after,  was  got  60  miles  thitherward.  His  joint 
dominion  had  been  of  Two  days.  On  the  morning 
of  Sunday  12th,  went  Tottleben,  who  had  businesses, 
settlements  of  ransom  and  the  like,  before  marching. 
Tottleben,  too,  made  uncommon  despatch;  marched,  as 
did  all  these  invasive  Russians,  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
miles  a  day ;  their  Main  Army  likewise  moving  off  from 
Frankfurt  to  a  safer  distance.  Friedrich  was  still  five 
marches  off;  but  there  seemed  not  a  moment  to  lose. 

The  Russian  spoilings  during  the  retreat  were  more 
horrible  than  ever:  "The  gaUows  gaping  for  us;  and 
only  this  one  opportunity,  if  even  this !"  thought  the  agi- 
tated Cossack  to  himself.  Our  poor  friend  Nussler  had 
a  sad  tale  to  tell  of  them;^^  as  who  had  not?  Terror 
and  murder,  incendiary  fire  and  other  worse  unname- 
able  abominations  of  the  Pit.  One  old  Half-pay  gentle- 
man^ whom  I  somewhat  respect,  desperately  barricaded 
himself,  amid  his  domestics  and  tenantries,  Wife  and 
Daughters  assisting  :  "Human  Russian  Officers  can 
enter  here;  Cossacks  no,  but  shall  kill  us  first.  Not  a 
Cossack  till  all  of  us  are  lying  dead  !"^^  And  kept  his 
word;  the  human  Russians  owning  it  to  be  proper. 

In  Guben  Country,  '  at  Gross-Muckro,  October  15th,' 
the  day  after  passing  Guben,  Friedrich  first  heard  for 
certain,  That  the  Russians  had  been  in  Berlin,  and  also 
that  they  were  gone,  and  that  all  was  over.  He  made 
two  marches  farther,— not  now  direct  for  Berlin,  but 

^  In  Busching,  Beytrage,  i.  400,  401,  account  of  their  sacking  of  Nuss- 
let's  pleasant  home  and  estate,  *  Weissensee,  near  Berlin.' 
»  Aichenholtz,  ii  150. 
VOL.  VI.  H  n  \ 
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direct  for  Saxony  and  it; — to  Liibben,  50  or  60  miles 
straight  south  of  Berlin;  and  halted  there  some  days, 
to  adjust  himself  for  a  new  sequel.  "  These  are  the 
^  things,"  exclaims  he,  sorrowfully,  to  D'Argens,  "  which 
"  I  have  been  in  dread  of  since  Winter  last;  this  is  what 
"  gave  the  dismal  tone  to  my  Letters  to  you.  It  has 
"  required  not  less  than  all  my  philosophy  to  endure 
**  the  reverses,  the  provocations,  the  outrages,  and  the 
"  whole  scene  of  atrocious  things  that  have  come  to 
"  pass."^*  Friedrich's  grief  about  Berlin  we  need  not 
paint;  though  there  were  murmurs  afterwards,  "Why 
did  not  he  start  sooner?"  which  he  could  not,  in  strict 
reason,  though  aware  that  these  savageries  were  on 
march.  He  had  hoped  the  Eugen-Hiilsen  appliances, 
even  should  all  else  fail,  might  keep  them  at  bay.  And 
indeed,  in  regard  to  these  latter,  it  turned  only  on 
a  hair.  Montalembert  calculating,  vows,  on  his  oath, 
**  Can  assure  you,  M.  TAmbassadeur,  puis  hien  vous 
*'  assurer  comme  si  fkais  devant  Dieu^  as  if  I  stood 
*'  before  Crod,"*^  that,  from  first  to  last,  it  was  my 
doing ;  that,  but  for  me,  at  the  very  last,  the  Russians, 
on  sight  of  Hiilsen  and  Eugen,  and  no  Lacy  come, 
would  have  marched  away ! 

Friedrich's  orderings  and  adjustings,  dated  Liibben, 
where  his  Army  rested  after  this  news  from  Berlin, 
were  manifold;  and  a  good  deal  still  of  wrecks  from 
the  Berlin  Business  fell  to  his  share.  For  instance, 
one  thing  he  had  at  once  ordered :  "  Your  Bill  of  a 
Million-and-half  to  the  Russians,  don^t  pay  it,  or  any 
part  of  it!  When  Bamberg  was  ransomed,  Spring 
gone  a  year, — Reich  and  Kaiser,  did  they  respect  our 
Bill  we  had  on  Bamberg?  Did  not  they  cancel  it, 
and  flatly  refuse?"     Friedrich  is  positive  on  the  point, 

"  (Euvre^  de  Frederic,  xix.  199  :  '  22d  Oct/        «  Montalembert,  ii.  108. 
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*'  Reprisal  our  clear  remedy !"     But  Berlin  itself  was 

in  alarm,  for  perhaps  another  Russian  visit ;    Berlin 

and  Crotzkowsky  were  humbly  positive  the  other  way. 

Upon  which  a  visit  of  Gotzkowsky  to  the  Royal  Camp : 

"  Merchants'  Bills  are  a  sacred  thing,  Your  Majesty !" 

urged  Gotzkowsky.    Who,  in  his  zeal  for  the  matter, 

undertook  dangerous  visits  to  the  Russian  Quarters, 

and  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  peril  and  expense,  during 

the  weeks  following.     Magnanimous  Gotzkowsky,   'in 

*  mere   bribes   to  the   Russian    Officials,   spent   about 

*  6,000?.  of  his  own,'  for  one  item.  But  Ije  had  at  length 
convinced  his  Majesty  that  Merchants'  Bills  were  a 
sacred  thing,  in  spite  of  Bamberg  and  desecrative  in- 
dividualities;  and  that  this  Million-and-half  must  be 
paid.  Friedrich  was  struck  with  Gotzkowsky  and  his 
view  of  the  facts.  Friedrich,  from  his  own  distressed 
funds,  handed  to  Gotzkowsky  the  necessary  MOlion-and- 
half,  commanding  only  profoimd  silence  about  it;  and 
to  Gotzkowsky  himself  a  present  of  150,000  thalers 
(20,000?.  odd)  ;^^  and  so  the  matter  did  at  last  end. 

It  had  been  a  costly  business  to  Berlin,  and  to  the 
King,  and  to  the  poor  harried  Country.  To  Berlin, 
bombardment  of  ten  hours ;  alarm  of  discursive  siege- 
work  in  the  environs  for  five  days;  foreign  yoke  for 
three  days;  lost  money  to  the  amounts  above  stated; 
what  loss  in  wounds  to  body  or  to  peace  of  mind,  or 
whether  any  loss  that  way,  nobody  has  counted.  The 
Berlin  people  rose  to  a  more  than  Roman  height  of 
temper,  testifies  D'Argens;^^  so  that  perhaps  it  was  a 
gain.  The  King's  Magazines  and  War-furnitures  about 
Berlin  are  wasted  utterly, — Arsenal  itself  not  blown 

>«  ArchenhoUz,  ii.  146. 

"  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xix.  195-199  :  ^D'Aigens  to  the  King :  Berlin, 
19th  October  1760,' — an  interesting  Letter  of  details. 
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up,  we  well  know  why  ; — and  much  Hunnish  ruin  in 
Charlottenburg,  with  damage  to  Antiques, — ^for  which 
latter  clause  tiiere  shall,  in  a  few  months,  be  reprisal, 
if  it  please  the  Powers ! 

Of  all  this,  Montalembert  declares,  "Before  God, 
that  he,  Montalembert,  is  and  was  the  mainspring.'" 
And  indeed,  Tempelhof,  without  censure  of  Montalem- 
bert and  his  vocation,  but  accurately  computing  time 
and  circumstance,  comes  to  the  same  conclusion; — ^as 
thus :  *  October  8^A,  seeing  no  Lacy  come,  Czernichef, 
'  had  it  not  been  for  Montalembert's  eloquence,  had 
'  fixed  for  returning  to  Copenik :  whom  cautious  Lacy 
'  would  have  been  obliged  to  imitate.     Suppose  Czer- 

*  nichef  had,  October  9th^  got  to  Copenik,— Eugen  and 
'  Hiilsen  remain  at  Berlin ;  Czemichef  could  not  have 
^got  back  thither  before  the  11th;  on  the  11th  was 
'  news  of  Friedrich's  coming ;  which  set  all  on  gallop 

*  to  the  right  about.'^®  So  that  really,  before  God,  it 
seems  Montalembert  must  have  the  merit  of  this  fine 
achievement: — ^the  one  fruit,  so  far  as  I  can  discover, 
of  his  really  excellent  reasonings,  eloquences,  patiences, 
sown  broadcast,  four  or  five  long  years,  on  such  a  field 
as  fine  human  talent  never  had  before.  I  declare  to 
you,  M.  TAmbassadeur,  this  excellent  vulture-swoop  on 
Berlin,  and  burning  or  rebuming  of  the  Peasantry  of  the 
Mark,  is  due  solely  to  one  poor  zealous  gentleman ! — 

What  was  next  to  follow  out  of  this^ — ^in  Torgau  neigh- 
bourhood, where  Daun  now  stands  expectant, — poor 
M.  de  Montalembert  was  far  from  anticipating ;  and  will 
be  in  no  haste  to  claim  the  merit  of  before  God  or  man. 

"  Tempelhof,  iv.  277. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

BATTLE   OF  TOEGAU. 

After  Hulsen's  fine  explosion  on  the  Diirrenberg,  Au- 
gust 20th,  on  the  incompetent  Reichs  Generals,  there 
had  followed  nothing  eminent;  new  futilities,  attempt- 
iogs  and  desistings,  advanciags  and  recoilings,  on  the 
part  of  the  Reich  ;  Hiilsen  solidly  maintaiEnng  himself, 
in  defence  of  his  Torgau  Magazine  and  Saxon  interests 
'in  those  regions,  against  such  overwhelming  odds,  till 
relief  and  reinforcement  for  them  and  him  should  arrive; 
and  gaining  time,  which  was  all  he  could  aim  at  in  such 
circumstances.  Had  the  Torgau  Magazine  been  bigger, 
perhaps  Hiilsen  might  have  sat  there  to  the  end.  But 
having  solidly  eaten  out  said  Magazine,  what  could  Hiil- 
sen do  but  again  move  rearward?^  Above  all,  on  the 
alarm  from  Berlin,  which  called  him  oflF  double-quick, 
things  had  to  go  their  old  road  in  that  quarter.  Weak 
Torgau  was  taken,  weak  Wittenberg  besieged.  Leipzig, 
Torgau,  Wittenberg,  all  that  Country,  by  the  time  the 
Russians  left  Berlin,  was  again  the  Reich's.  Eugen  and 
Hiilsen,  hastening  for  relief  of  Wittenberg,  the  instant 
Berlin  was  free,  found  Wittenberg  a  heap  of  ruins,  out 
of  which  the  Prussian  garrison,  very  hunger  urging, 
had  issued  the  day  before,  as  prisoners  of  war.  Nothing 
more  to  be  done  by  Eugen,  but  take  post,  within  reach 
of  Magdeburg  and  victual,  and  wait  new  Order  from 
the  King. 

■  HofbericlU  von  dem  Riichsug  des  General-Lieutenants  von  HuUen  aw 
dem  Lager  bey  Torgau  (in  Sey&rth,  Beylagen^  ii.  755-784). 
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The  King  is  very  unquestionably  coming  on ;  leaves 
Liibben  thitherward  October  20th.^  With  full  fixity 
of  purpose  as  usual;  but  with  as  gloomy  an  outlook  as 
ever  before.  Daun,  we  said,  is  now  arrived  in  those 
parts:  Daun  and  the  Reich  together  are  near  100,000; 
Daun  some  60,000, — Loudon  having  stayed  behind,  and 
gone  southward,  for  a  stroke  on  Kosel  (if  Goltz  will 
permit,  which  he  won't  at  all !), — ^and  the  Reich  35,000. 
Saxony  is  all  theirs ;  cannot  they  maintain  Saxony  ?  Not 
a  Town  or  a  Magazine  now  belongs  to  Friedrich  there, 
and  he  is  in  number  as  1  to  2.  "  Maintain  Saxony;  in- 
disputably you  can !"  that  is  the  express  Vienna  Order, 
as  Friedrich  happens  to  know.  The  Russians  themselves 
have  taken  Camp  again,  and  wait  visibly,  about  Lands-  . 
berg  and  the  Warta  Country,  till  they  see  Daun  certain 
of  executing  said  Order;  upon  which  they  intend,  they 
also,  to  winter  in  those  Elbe  Prussian  parts,  and  con- 
joiatly  to  crush  Friedrich  into  great  confinement  indeed. 
Friedrich  is  aware  of  this  Vienna  Order;  which  is  a 
kind  of  comfort  in  the  circumstances.  The  intentions  of 
the  hungry  Russians,  too,  are  legible  to  Friedrich ;  and 
he  is  much  resolved  that  said  Order  shall  be  impossible 
to  Daun.  "Were  it  to  be  possible,  we  are  landless. 
Where  are  our  recruits,  our  magazines,  our  resources 
for  a  new  Campaign?  We  may  as  well  die,  as  sufifer 
that  to  be  possible!"  Such  is  Friedrich's  fixed  view. 
He  says  to  D' Argens : 

"  You,  as  a  follower  of  Epicurus,  put  a  value  on 
"  life ;  as  for  me,  I  regard  death  firom  the  Stoic  point  of 
"  view.  Never  shall  I  see  the  moment  that  forces  me 
"  to  make  a  disadvantageous  Peace ;  no  persuasion,  no 

•  Bodenbeck,  ii  35 :  in  Anonymous  of  Hamburg  (iv.  241-245)  Fried- 
rioh^B  Two  Mazches,  towards  and  from  Berlin  (7ih-17ih  Ociober,  to  Lfib* 
ben ;  thence,  20th  October—dd  November,  to  Toifaa). 
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"  eloquence,  shall  ever  induce  me  to  sign  my  dishonour. 
"  Either  I  will  bury  myself  under  the  ruins  of  my 
"  Country,  or  if  that  consolation  appears  too  sweet  to 
"  the  Destiny  that  persecutes  me,  I  shall  know  how  to 
"  put  an  end  to  my  misfortunes  when  it  is  impossible 
"  to  bear  them  any  longer.  I  have  acted,  and  continue 
"  to  act,  according  to  that  interior  voice  of  conscience 
"  and  of  honour  which  directs  all  my  steps :  my  conduct 
"  shall  be,  in  every  time,  conformable  to  those  principles. 
"  After  having  sacrificed  my  youth  to  my  Father,  my 
"  ripe  years  to  my  Country,  I  think  I  have  acquired  the 
"  right  to  dispose  of  my  old  age.  I  have  told  you,  and 
"  I  repeat  it.  Never  shall  my  hand  sign  a  humiliating 
"  Peace.  Finish  this  Campaign  I  certainly  will,  resolved 
"  to  dare  all,  and  to  try  the  most  desperate  things  either 
"  to  succeed  or  to  find  a  glorious  end  {jin  glorieuse)"^ 

Friedrich  had  marched  from  Liibben,  after  three- 
days  settling  of  affairs,  October  20ih  ;  arrived  at  Jessen, 
on  the  Elbe,  within  wind  of  Wittenberg,  in  two  days 
more.  '  He  formed  a  small  magazine  at  Dtiben,*  says 
Archenholtz ;  '  and  was  of  a  velocity,  a  sharpness,' — like 
lightning,  in  a  manner !  Friedrich  is  uncommonly  dan- 
gerous when  crushed  into  a  comer,  in  this  way;  and 
Daun  knows  that  he  is.  Friedrich's  manoeuverings  upon 
Daun — all  readers  can  anticipate  the  general  type  of 
them.  The  studious  military  reader,  if  England  boasts 
any  such,  will  find  punctual  detail  of  them  in  Tempelhof 
and  the  German  Books.  For  our  poor  objects,  here  is 
a  Summary  which  may  suffice : 

From  Liibben,  having  winded  up  these  bad  businesses, — ^and 
reinforced  Goltz,  at  Glogau,  to  a  20,000  for  Silesia's  sake,  to  look 
towards  Kosel  and  Loudon's  attempts  there^ — ^Friedrich  gathered 

*  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xix.  202  C  Kemberg,  28th  October  1760/  a  week 
and  a  day  before  Torgau). 
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himself  into  proper  concentration ;  and  with  all  the  strength 
now  left  to  him,  pushed  forward  (20th  October)  towards  Wit- 
tenberg, and  recovery  of  those  lost  Saxon  Countries.  To  Witten- 
berg from  Lubben  is  some  60  miles ; — can  be  done,  nearly,  in  a 
couple  of  days.  With  the  King,  after  Goltz  is  furnished,  there 
are  about  30,000 ;  Eugen  and  Hiilsen,  not  idle  for  their  own  part, 
wait  in  those  fax  Western  or  Ultra-Wittenberg  regions  (in  and 
beyond  Dessau  Country),  to  join  him  with  their  14,000,  when 
they  get  signal.  Joiaed  with  these,  he  will  be  44,000 ;  he  will 
then  cross  Elbe  somewhere,  probably  not  where  Daun  and  the 
Reich  imagine,  and  be  in  contact  with  his  Problem ;  with  what 
a  pitch  of  willingness  nobody  need  be  told  I  Daun,  in  Torgau 
Country,  has  one  of  the  best  positions ;  nor  is  Daun  a  man  for 
getting  flurried. 

The  poor  Reichs  Army,  though  it  once  flattered  itself  with 
intending  to  dispute  Friedrich's  passage  of  the  Elbe,  and  did 
make  some  detachings  and  manoeuverings  that  way^  on  his  ap- 
proach to  Wittenberg  (October  22d-23d), — ^took  a  safer  view,  on 
his  actual  arrival  there,  on  his  re-seizure  of  that  ruined  place, 
and  dangerous  attitude  on  the  right  bank  below  and  above. 
Safer  view,  on  salutary  second  thoughts ; — ^and  fell  back  Leip- 
zig-way, southward  to  Diiben,  80  or  40  miles.  Whence  rapidly 
to  Leipzig  itself,  30  or  40  more,  on  his  actually  putting  down 
his  bridges  over  Elbe.  Friedrich's  crossing-place  was  Schanz- 
haus,  in  Dessau  Country,  between  Eoslau  and  Klikau,  12  or 
15  miles  below  Wittenberg ;  about  midway  between  Wittenberg 
and  the  inflow  of  the  Muldainto  Elbe.*  He  crossed,  October 
26^A,  no  enemy  within  wind  at  all ;  Daun  at  Torgau  in  his  inex- 
pugnable Camp,  Reichsfolk  at  Duben,  making  towards  Leipzig 
at  their  best  pace.  And  is  now  wholly  between  Elbe  and  Mulda ; 
nothing  but  Mulda  and  the  Anhalt  Countries  and  the  Halle 
Country  now  to  rear  of  him. 

At  Jonitz,  next  march  southward,  he  finds  theEugen-Hiilsen 
people  ready.  We  said  they  had  not  been  idle  while  waiting 
signal :  of  which  here  is  one  pretty  instance.  Eugen's  Brother, 
supreme  Reigning  Duke  of  Wiirtemberg, — ^whom  we  parted  with 
at  Fulda,  last  Winter,  on  sore  terms ;  but  who  again,  zealous 

^  Map  at  p.  130  a. 
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creature,  heads  his  own  little  Army  in  French-Austrian  service, 
in  still  more  eclipsed  circumstances  ("No  subsidy  at  all,  this 
Year,  say  your  august  Majesties?  Well,  I  must  do  without:  a 
volunteer;  and  shall  need  only  what  I  can  make  by  forced  con- 
tributions T'  which  of  course  he  is  diligent  to  levy  wherever 
possible), — ^has  latterly  taken  Halle  Country  in  hand,  very  busy 
raising  contributions  there :  and  Eugen  hears,  not  without  inte- 
rest, that  certain  regiments  or  detachments  of  his,  pushed  out, 
are  lying  here,  there,  superintending  that  salutary  work,' — ^within 
clutch,  perhaps,  of  Kleist  the  Hussar !  Eugen  despatches  Kleist 
upon  him ;  who  pounces  with  his  usual  fierce  felicity  upon  these 
people.  To  such  alarm  of  his  poor  Serenity  and  poor  Army, 
that  Serenity  flies  off  homeward  at  once,  and  out  of  these  Wars 
altogether ;  where  he  never  had  other  than  the  reverse  of  busi- 
ness to  be,  and  where  he  has  played  such  a  farce-tragedy  for 
four  years  back.  Eugen  has  been  heard  to  speak, — ^theoreti- 
cally, and  in  excited  moments, — of  "running  such  a  fellow 
through  the  body,  were  one  near  him :"  but  it  is  actually  Eugen 
in  person  that  sends  him  home  from  these  Wars :  which  may 
be  coxmted  a  not  unfratemaJ  or  unpatriotic  procedure;  being 
of  indisputable  benefit  to  the  poor  Sovereign  man  himself,  and 
to  everybody  concerned  vnth  him. 

Hearing  that  Frifedrich  was  across,  Daun  came  westward 
that  same  day  (October  26th),  and  planted  himself  at  Eilenburg ; 
concluding  that  the  Heichsfolk  would  now  be  in  jeopardy  first 
of  all.  Which  was  partly  the  fact ;  and  indeed  this  Daun  move- 
ment rather  accelerated  the  completion  of  it.  Without  this  the 
Beichs  Army  might  have  lived  another  day.  It  had  quitted 
Diiben  (which  is  well  ahead  of  Eilenburg),  and  gone  for  Leip- 
zig, at  1  in  the  morning,  so  soon  as  news  could  reach  it,  at  the 
gallop.  That  Friedrich  was  across.  And  now  Friedrich,  seeing 
Daun  out  in  this  manner,  judged  that  a  junction  was  contem- 
plated; and  that  one  could  not  be  too  swift  in  preventing  it. 
October  29th,  with  one  diligent  march,  Friedrich  posted  himself 
at  Diiben ;  there,  between  Daun  and  the  Keichsfolk,  detached 
Hiilsen  with  a  considerable  force  to  visit  these  latter  in  Leipzig 
itself;  and  began  with  all  diligence  forming  ^a  small  Magazine 
in  Duben/  Magdeburg  and  the  current  of  the  Elbe  being  hitherto 
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his  only  resource  in  that  kind.  By  the  time  of  Hiilsen's  return^ 
this  little  operation  will  be  well  forward,  and  Dann  will  have 
declared  himself  a  little. 

HiOsen,  evening  of  October  30th,  found  Leipzig  in  con* 
siderable  emotion,  the  Eeichsf oik  taking  refuge  in  it :  not  the 
least  inclined  to  stand  a  push,  when  Hulsen  presented  himself. 
Night  of  30th-31st,  there  was  summoning  and  menacing ;  Beich 
endeavouring  to  answer  in  firm  style ;  but  all  the  while  indus- 
triously packing  up  to  go.  By  5  in  the  morning,  things  had 
come  to  extremity ; — ^morning,  happily  for  some  of  us,  was  dark 
mist.  But  about  5  o'clock,  Hulsen  (or  Hiilsen's  Second)  coming 
on  with  menace  of  fire  and  sword  upon  these  poor  Reichspeople, 
found  the  Reichspeople  wholly  vanished  in  the  mist.  Gone 
bodily;  in  full  march  for  the  spurs  of  the  Metal-Mountain 
Bange  again; — concluding,  for  the  fourth  time,  an  extremely 
contemptible  Campaign.  Daun,  with  the  King  ahead  of  him, 
made  not  the  least  attempt  to  help  them  in  their  Leipzig  diffi- 
culty ;  but  retired  to  his  strong  Camp  at  Torgau ;  feels  his  work 
to  lie  tlierej — ^as  Friedrich  perceives  of  him,  with  some  interest. 

Hulsen  left  a  little  garrison  in  Leipzig  (friend 
Quintus  a  part  of  it);*  and  returned  to  the  King; 
whose  smaU  Magazine  at  Diiben,  and  other  smaU  afikirs 
there, — Magdeburg  with  boats,  and  the  King  with 
wagons,  having  been  so  diligent  in  carrying  grain 
thither, — ^are  now  about  completed.  From  Daun's  re- 
turning to  Torgau,  Friedrich  infers  that  the  cautious 
man  has  got  Order  from  Court  to  maintain  Torgau  at 
all  costs, — ^to  risk  a  battle  rather  than  go.  "  Good :  he 
shall  have  one !"  thinks  Friedrich.  And,  November  2dy 
in  four  colunms,  marches  towards  Torgau;  to  Schilda, 
that  night,  which  is  some  seven  miles  on  the  southward 
side  of  Torgau.  The  King,  himself  in  the  vanguard 
as  usual,  has  watched  with  eager  questioning  eye  the 
courses  of  Daun's  advanced  parties,  and  by  what  routes 

«  Tcnp^lhof,  iy.  290. 
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they  retreat ;  discerns  for  certain  that  Daun  has  no  views 
upon  Duben  or  our  Uttle  Magazine;  and  that  the  tug 
of  wrestle  for  Torgau,  which  is  to  crown  this  Campaign 
into  conquest  of  Saxony,  or  shatter  it  into  zero  like  its 
foregoers  on  the  Austrian  part,  and  will  be  of  death- 
or-life  nature  on  the  Prussian  part,  ought  to  ensue  to- 
morrow.    F(»rward,  then! 

This  Camp  of  Torgau  is  not  a  new  place  to  Daun. 
It  was  Prince  Henri's  Camp,  last  Autumn ;  where  Daun 
tried  all  his  efforts  to  no  purpose ;  and  though  hugely 
outnumbering  the  Prince,  could  make  absolutely  no- 
thing of  it.  Nothing,  or  less ;  and  was  flowing  back  to 
Dresden  and  the  Bohemian  Frontier,  uncheered  by  any- 
thing, till  that  comfortable  Maxen  Incident  turned  up. 
Daun  well  knows  the  strength  of  this  position.  Torgau 
and  the  Block  of  Hill  to  West,  called  Hill  of  Siptitz:— 
Hiilsen,  too,  stood  here  this  Summer;  not  to  mention 
Finck  and  Wunsch,  and  their  beating  the  Reichspec^le 
here.  A  HiU  and  Post  of  great  strength;  not  unfa- 
miliar to  many  Prussians,  nor  to  Friedrich's  studious 
considerations,  though  his  knowledge  of  it  was  not  per- 
sonal on  all  points ; — ^as  Tomorrow  taught  him,  some- 
what to  his  cost 

*  Tourists,  from  Weimar  aad  the  Thiiringian  Countries,'  saja 
a  Kolefoook,  sometimes  useful  to  us,  ^have  most  likely  omitted 
'Bossbach,  in  their  screaming  railway  flight  eastward;  and 
^  done  little  in  Leipzig  but  endeavour  to  eat  dinner,  and,  still 
^more  vainly,  to  snatch  a  little  sleep  in  the  inhuman  dormi- 
^  tones  of  the  Coimtry.  Next  morning,  screaming  Dresden-^ 
^  ward,  they  might,  especially  if  military,  pause  at  Oschatz,  a 
'  stage  or  two  before  Meissen,  where  again  are  objects  of  inte^ 
^rest  You  can  look  at  Hubertsburg,  if  given  that  way, — a 
^Boyal  Schloss,  memorable  on  several  grounds; — at  Huberts^ 
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^  burg,  and  at  other  features,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oschatz. 

*  This  done,  or  this  left  not  done,  you  strike  oflF  leftward,  that  is 

*  northward,  in  some  open  vehicle,  for  survey  of  Torgau  and  its 
^  vicinities  and  environs.  Not  above  fifteen  miles  for  you ;  a 
^  drive  singular  and  pleasant ;  time  enough  to  return  and  be  in 

*  Dresden  for  dinner. 

*  Torgau  is  a  fine  solid  old  Town ;  Prussian  military  now 

*  abundant  in  it.    In  ancient  Heathen  times,  I  suppose,  it  meant 

*  the  Gauy  or  District,  of  Thor;  Capital  of  that  Gau, — ^part  of 

*  which,  now  under  Christian  or  quasi-Christian  circumstances, 

*  you  have  just  been  traversing,  with  Elbe  on  your  right  hand. 

*  Innocent  rural  aspects  of  Humanity,  Boor's  life.  Gentry's  life, 
'  all  the  way,  not  in  any  holiday  equipment ;  on  the  contrary, 
'  somewhat  unkempt  and  scraggy,  but  all  the  more  honest  and 
'  inoflFensive.  There  is  sky,  earth,  air,  and  freedom  for  your 
'  own  reflexions :  a  really  agreeable  kind  of  Gau ;  pleasant, 
'  though  in  part  ugly.  Large  tracts  of  it  are  pine-wood,  with 
^  pleasant  Villages  and  fine  arable  expanses  interspersed.  Schilda 

*  and  many  Villages  you  leave  to  right  and  left.    Old-fashioned 

*  Villages,  with  their  village  industries  visible  arormd ;  labour- 
'ing  each  in  its  kind, —  not  too  fast;  probably  with  extinct 
'  tobacco-pipe  hanging  over  its  chin  (kaltrrauchend^  "  smoking 

*  coldj*  as  they  phrase  it). 

^  Schilda  has  an  absurd  celebrity  among  the  Germans :  it  is 
'  the  Gotham  of  Teutscliland ;  a  fountain  of  old  broad-grins, 

*  and  homely  and  hearty  rustic  banter ;   welling  up  from  the 

*  serious  extinct  Ages  to  our  own  day ;  "  SchUthurgeir^  (Inha- 

*  bitant  of  Schilda)  meaning  still,  among  all  the  Teutsch  popu- 

*  lations,  a  man   of  calmly  obstinate  whims  and  delusions,  of 

*  notions  altogether  contrary  to  fact,  and  agreeable  to  himself 

*  only ;  resolutely  pushing  his  way  through  life  on  those  terms : 

*  amid  horse-laughter,  naturally,  and  general  wagging  of  beards 

*  from  surrounding  mankind.    Extinct  mirth,  not  to  be  growled 

*  at  or  despised,  in  Ages- running  to  the  shallow,  which  have  lost 

*  their  mirth,  and  become  all  one  snigger  of  mock-mirth.    For  it 

*  is  observable,  the  more  Solemn  is  your  background  of  dark^  the 
^  brighter  is  the  play  of  all  human  genialities  and  coruscations 

*  on  it, — of  genial  mirth  especially,  in  the  hour  for  mirth.    Who 
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*  the  Doctor  Bordel  of  Schilda  was,  I  do  not  know :  but  they 
^  have  had  their  Bordel,  |is  Gotham  had ; — ^probably  various  Bor- 
^  dels ;  industrious  to  pick  up  those  Spiritual  fruits  of  the  earth. 
^  For  the  records  are  still  abundant  and  current ;  fully  more  alive 
^  than  those  of  Gotham  here  are. — ^And  yonder,  then,  is  actu- 

*  ally  Schilda  of  the  absurd  fame.  A  small,  cheerful-looking 
^  human  Village,  in  its  Island  among  the  Woods ;  you  see  it 

*  lying  to  the  left: — a  clean  brick-slate  congeries,  with  faint 
^  smoke-canopy  hanging  over  it,  indicating  frugal  dinner-kettles 

*  on  the  simmer ; — ^and  you  remember  kindly  those  good  old  grin- 

*  nings,  over  good  SchiUMrgeVj  good  Wise  Men  of  Gotham^  and 

*  thdr  learned  Chroniclers,  and  unlearned  Peasant  Producers, 
^  who  have  contributed  a  wrinkle  of  human  Fun  to  the  earnest 
'  face  of  Life. 

'After  Schilda,  and  before,  you  traverse  long  tracts  of  Pine 
'  Forest,  all  imder  forest  management;  with  long  straight  stretches 

*  of  sandy  road  (one  of  which  is  your  own),  straight  like  red 

*  tape- strings,   intersecting  the  wide  soUtudes:    dangerous  to 

*  your  top'ographies, — for  the  finger-posts  are  not  always  there, 

*  and  human  advice  you  can  get  none.     Nothing  but  the  stripe 

*  of  blue  sky  overhead,  and  the  brown  one  of  tape  (or  sand) 
<  under  your  feet :  the  trees  poor  and  mean  for  most  part,  but 
'  so  innumerable,  and  all  so  silent,  watching  you  all  like  mute 
'  witnesses,  mutely  whispering  together ;  no  voice  but  their  com- 

*  bined  whisper  or  big  forest  sough  audible  to  you  in  the  world : 

*  —on  the  whole,  your  solitary  ride  there  proves,  imexpectedly,  a 
'  singular  deliverance  from  the  mad  railway,  and  its  iron  bed- 
'  lamisms  and  shrieking  discords  and  precipitances ;  and  is  sooth- 
'  ing,  and  pensively  welcome,  though  sad  enough,  and  in  outward 

*  features  ugly  enough.  No  wild  boars  are  now  in  these  woods, 
'  no  chance  of  a  wolf :' — ^what  concerns  us  more  is,  that  Fried- 
rich's  columns,  on  the  3d  of  November,  had  to  march-up  through 
these  long  lanes,  or  tapenstripes  of  the  Torgau  Forest ;  and  that 
one  important  column,  one  or  more,  took  the  wrong  turn  at  some 
point,  and  was  dangerously  wanting  at  the  expected  moment ! — 

'Torgau  itself  stands  near  Elbe ;  on  the  shoulder,  eastern  or 
'  Elbe-ward  shoulder,  of  a  big  mass  of  Kiioll,  or  broad  Height, 
'  called  of  Siptitz,  the  main  Eminence  of  the  Gaiu    Shoulder, 
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^  I  called  it,  of  this  Height  of  Siptitz ;  but  more  prqierij  it  is 
^  on  ft  oontimiation,  or  lower  ulterior  h^ght  dipping  into  Elbe 
'  itsdf,  that  Torgau  stands.  Siptitz  Height,  neariy  a  mile  inrni 
^  Elbe,  <bop8  down  into  a  straggle  of  ponds ;  after  which,  on  a 
^  second  or  final  rise,  comes  Torgau  dipping  into  Elbe.  Not  a 
^  shoulder  strictly,  but  rather  a  cheeky  with  neck  intervening; — 
^  neck  goitri/  for  that  matter,  or  quaggy  with  ponds !    The  old 

*  Town  stands  high  enough,  but  is  enlaced  on  the  western  and 
^  southern  side  by  a  set  of  lakes  and  quagmires,  some  of  which 
^  are  still  extensiye  and  undrained.  The  course  of  the  waters 
^  hereabouts,  and  of  Elbe  itself,  has  had  its  intricacies :  dose  to 
^  north-west,  Torgau  is  bordered,  in  a  straggling  way,  by  what 
'  they  call  Old  Elbe;  which  is  not  now  a  fluent  entity,  but  a 
^  stagnant  congeries  of  dirty  waters  and  morasses.  The  Hill  of 
^  Siptitz  abuts  in  that  aqudbus  or  quaggy  manner;  its  fore  feet 
^  being,  as  it  were,  at  or  in  Elbe  River,  and  its  sides,  to  the 
^  South  and  to  the  North  for  some  distance  each  way,  ctmsider- 
^  ably  enveloped  in  ponds  and  boggy  difficulties. 

^Henty  of  water  all  about,  but  I  suppose  mostly  of  bad 
'  quality ;  at  least  Torgau  has  declined  drinking  it,  smd  been  at 
^  the  tiouUe  to  lay  a  pipe,  or  Rdhrgrabeny  several  miles  long,  to 
'  bring  its  culinary  water  from  the  western  neighbourhoods  of 
^  SiptitE  Height.  Along  the  southern  side  of  Siptitz  Height 
^goes  leisurely  an  uno(»nfortable  kind  of  Brook,  caUed  the 
*^  RShryraben  (Pipe-Ditch) ;"  the  meaning  of  which  unexpected 
'  name  you  find  to  be,  That  there  is  a  Service-Pipe  laid  cun- 

*  ningly  at  the  bottom  of  this  Brook ;  lifting  ijbe  Brook  at  its 
'  pure  upper  springs,  and  sending  it  along,  in  secret  tubular 
^  quasi-bottled  condition ;  leaving  the  foul^  drippings  from  the 
'  neighbouriiood  to  make  what  ^  brook"  they  still  can,  over  its- 
^  head,  and  keep  it  out  of  harm's  wuj  till  Torgau  get  it  This 
^  is  called  the  Bohrgraben,  this  which  comes  nmning  through 

*  Siptitz  Village,  all  along  by  the  southern  base  of  Siptitz  Hill ; 
^  to  the  idle  eye,  a  dirtyish  Brook,  ending  in  certain  notable 

*  Ponds  eastward :  but  to  the  eye  of  the  inquiring  mind,  which 
^  has  piax;ed  deeper,  a  Tube  of  rational  Water,  running  mto 
'  the  throats  of  Torgau,  while  the  so-called  Brock  disembogues 

*  at  discretion  into  the  EnUfcmg  (Duck-trap),  and  what  Ponds 
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^  or  reedy  Paddles  there  are,'— of  which,  in  poor  Wunsch's  fine 
bit  of  fighting,  last  Year,  we  heard  mention.  Let  readers  keep 
mind  of  them. 

The  Hill  Siptitz,  with  this  Rohrgraben  at  the  south- 
ern basis  of  it,  makes  a  very  main  figure  in  the  Battle 
now  imminent.  Siptitz  Height  is,  in  fact,  Daunts  Camp; 
where  he  stands  entrenched  to  the  utmost,  repeatedly 
changing  his  position,  the  better  to  sustain  Friedrich's 
expected  attacks.  It  is  a  blunt  broad-backed  Elevation, 
mostly  in  vineyard,  perhaps  on  the  average  200  feet 
above  the  general  level,  and  of  five  or  six  square  miles 
in  area :  length,  east  to  west,  from  Grosswig  neighb6ur- 
hood  to  the  environs  erf  Torgau,  may  be  about  three 
miles;  breadth,  south  to  north,  from  the  Siptitz  to  the 
Zinna  neighbourhoods,  above  half  that  distance.  The 
Height  is  steepish  on  the  southern  side,  all  along  to  the 
south-west  angle  (which  was  Daun's  left  flank  in  the 
great  Action  coming),  but  swells  up  with  easier  ascent 
on  the  west,  north  and  other  sides.  Let  the  reader  try 
for  some  conception  of  its  environment  and  it,  as  the 
floor  or  arena  of  a  great  transaction  this  day. 

Daun  stands  fronting  southward  along  these  Siptitz 
Heights,  looking  towards  Schilda  and  his  dangerous 
neighbour;  heights,  woods,  ponds,  and  inaccessibilities, 
environing  his  Positicm  and  him.  One  of  the  strongest 
positions  imaginable ;  which,  under  Prince  Henri,  proved 
inexpugnable  enough  to  some  of  us.  A  position  not  to 
be  attacked  on  that  southern  front,  nor  on  either  of  its 
flanks : — ^where  can  it  be  attacked?  Impregnable,  under 
Prince  Henri  m  far  inferior  force :  how  will  you  take 
it  from  Daun  in  decidedly  superior?  A  position  not  to 
be  attacked  at  all,  most  military  men  would  say; — 
though  One  military  man,  in  his  extreme  necessity, 
must  and  wall  find  a  way  into  it. 
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One  fault,  the  unique  military  man,  intensely  pon- 
dering, discovers  that  it  has:  it  is  too  small  for  Daun; 
not  area  enough  for  manoeuvering  65,000  men  in  it; 
who  will  get  into  confusion  if  properly  dealt  with.  A 
most  comfortable  light-flash,  the  eureka  of  this  terri- 
ble problem.  "  We  wiU  attack  it  on  rear  and  on  front 
simultaneously;  that  is  the  way  to  handle  it!"  Yes; 
simultaneously,  though  that  is  difficult,  say  military 
judges;  perhaps  to  Prussians  it  may  be  possible.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  military  judges  who  have  studied  the 
matter,  that  Friedrich's  plan,  could  it  have  been  per- 
fectly executed,  might  have  got  not  only  victory  from 
Daun,  but  was  capable  to  fling  his  big  Army  and  him 
peUmell  upon  the  Elbe  Bridge,  that  is  to  say,  in  such 
circumstances,  into  Elbe  Eiver,  and  swallow  him  bodily 
at  a  frightful  rate !     That  fate  was  spared  poor  Daun. 

Monday^  Sd  November  1760,  at  half-past  6  in  the 
morning,  Friedrich  is  on  march  for  this  great  enter- 
prise. The  march  goes  northward,  in  Three  Columns, 
with  a  Fourth  of  Baggage;  through  the  woods,  on  four 
different  roads ;  roads,  or  combinations  of  those  intricate 
sandy  avenues  already  noticed.  Northward  all  of  it,  at 
first;  but  at  a  certain  point  ahead  (at  crossing  of  the 
Eilenburg-Torgau  Road,  namely),  the  March  is  to 
divide  itself  in  two.  Half  of  the  force  is  to  strike  off 
rightward  there  with  Ziethen,  and  to  issue  on  the  south 
side  of  Siptitz  Hill;  other  half,  under , Friedrich  him- 
self, to  continue  northward,  long  miles  farther,  and 
then  at  last  bending  round,  issue, — simultaneously  with 
Ziethen,  if  possible, — upon  Siptitz  Hill  from  the  north 
side.*  We  are  about  44,000  strong,  against  Daun,  who 
is  65,000. 

^  See  Map  and  Plan  at  p.  laOa. 
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Simultaneously  with  Ziethen,  so  far  as  humanly  pos- 
sible :  that  is  the  essential  point !  Friedrich  has  taken 
every  pains  that  it  shall  be  correct,  in  this  and  all  points; 
and  to  take  double  assurance  of  hiding  it  from  Daun,  he 
yesternight,  in  dictating  his  Orders  on  the  other  heads 
of  method,  kept  entirely  to  himself  this  most  important 
Ziethen-portion  of  the  Business.  And  now,  at  starting, 
he  has  taken  Ziethen  in  his  carriage  with  him  a  few 
miles,  to  explain  the  thing  by  word  of  mouth.  At  the 
Eilenburg  road,  or  before  it,  Ziethen  thinks  he  is  clear 
as  to  everything;  dismounts;  takes  in  hand  the  mass 
intrusted  to  him;  and  strikes  off  by  that  rightward 
course:  "Rightward,  Herr  Ziethen;  rightward  till  you 
get  to  Klitschen,  your  first  considerable  island  in  this 
sea  of  wood;  at  Klitschen  strike  to  the  left  into  the 
woods  again, — ^your  road  is  called  the  Butter-Strasse 
{Butter  Street) ;  goes  by  the  north-west  side  of  Siptitz 
Height;  reach  Siptitz  by  the  Butter  Street,  and  then 
do  your  endeavour ! " 

With  the  other  Half  of  his  Army,  specially  with  the 
First  Ccflumn  of  it,  Friedrich  proceeds  northward  on  his 
own  part  of  the  adventure.  Three  Columns  he  has, 
besides  the  Baggage  one:  in  number  about  equal  to 
Ziethen's;  if  perhaps  otherwise,  rather  the  chosen  Half; 
about  8,000  grenadier  and  footguard  people,  with  Kleist's 
Hussars,  are  Friedrich's  own  Column.  Friedrich's  Co- 
lumn marches  nearest  the  Daun  positions;  the  Baggage- 
colunm  farthest;  and  that  latter  is  to  halt,  imder  escort, 
quite  away  to  left  or  westward  of  the  disturbance  com- 
ing; the  other  Two  Colmnns,  Hulsen's  of  foot,  Holstein's 
mostly  of  horse,  go  through  intermediate  tracks  of  wood, 
by  roads  more  or  less  parallel;  and  are  all,  Friedrich's 
own  Column,  still  more  the  others,  to  leave  Siptitz  seve- 
ral miles  to  right,  and  to  end,  not  at  Siptitz  Height,  but 
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several  miles  past  it,  and  then  wheeling  round,  begin 
business  from  the  northward  or  rearward  side  of  Daun, 
while  Ziethen  attacks  or  menaces  his  front, — simulta- 
neously, if  possible.  Friedrich's  march,  hidden  all  by 
woods,  is  more  than  twice  as  far  as  Ziethen's, — some 
14  or  15  miles  in  aU;  going  straight  northward  10 
miles ;  thence  bending  eastward,  then  southward  through 
woods ;  to  emerge  about  Neiden,  there  to  cross  a  Brook 
(Striebach),  and  strike  home  on  the  north  side  of  Daunl 
The  track  of  march  is  in  the  shape  somewhat  of  a  shep- 
herd's crook;  the  long  handle  of  it,  weU  away  from  Sip- 
titz,  reaches  up  to  Neiden,  this  is  the  straight  or  wooden 
part  of  said  crook;  after  which  comes  the  bent,  catching, 
or  iron  part, — intended  for  Daun  and  his  fierce  flock. 
Ziethen  has  hardly  above  six  miles;  and  ought  to  be 
deliberate  in  his  woodlands,  till  the  King's  party  have 
time  to  get  round. 

The  morning,  I  find,  is  wet ;  fourteen  miles  of  march : 
fancy  such  a  Promenade  through  the  dripping  Woods ; 
heavy,  toilsome,  and  with  such  errand  ahead !  The  de- 
lays were  considerable ;  some  of  them  accidental.  Vigi* 
lant  Daun  has  Detachments  watching  in  these  Woods ; — 
a  General  Eied,  who  fires  cannon  and  gets  off:  then  a 
General  St.  Ignon  and  the  St.  Ignon  Regiment  of  Dra- 
goons; who,  being  between  Colunm  First  and  Colunm 
Second,  cannot  get  away;  but,  after  some  industry  by 
Kleist  and  those  of  Column  Two,  are  caught  and  pocketed, 
St.  Ignon  himself  prisoner  among  the  rest.  This  delay 
may  perhaps  be  considered  profitable:  but  there  were 
other  delays  absolutely  without  profit.  For  example,  that 
of  having  difficulties  with  your  artiUery-wagons  in  the 
wet  miry  lanes;  that  of  missing  your  road,  at  some  turn 
in  the  solitary  woods, — ^which  latter  was  the  sad  chance 
of  Column  Third,  fatally  delaying  it  for  many  hours. 
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Daun^  learning  by  those  returned  parties  from  the 
Woods  what  the  Royal  intentions  on  him  are,  hastily 
whirls  himself  romid,  so  as  to  front  north,  and  there 
receive  Friedrich:  best  line  northward  for  Friedrich's 
behoof;  rear  line  or  second-best  will  now  receive  Ziethen 
or  what  may  come.  Daim's  arrangements  are  admitted 
to  be  prompt  and  excellent.  Lacy,  with  his  20,000, — 
who  lay,  while  Friedrich's  attack  was  expected  from 
south,  at  Loswig,  as  advanced  guard,  east  side  of  the 
Grosse  Teich  (supreme  pond  of  all,  which  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  Duck-trap,  Entefang^  and  hangs  like  a  chief 
goitre  on  the  goitry  neck  of  Torgau), — Lacy  is  now 
to  draw  himself  north  and  westward,  and  looking  into 
the  Entefang  over  his  left  shoulder  (so  to  speak),  be 
rearguard  against  any  Ziethen  or  Prussian  party  that 
may  come.  Daun's  baggage  is  all  across  the  Elbe,  aU 
in  wagons  since  yesterday;  three  Bridges  hanging  for 
Daun  and  it,  in  case  of  adverse  accident.  Daun  like- 
wise brings  all  or  nearly  all  his  cannon  to  the  new  front, 
for  Friedrich's  behoof:  200  new  pieces  hither;  Archen- 
holtz  says  400  in  whole;  certainly  such  a  weight  of 
artillery  as  never  appeared  in  Battle  before.  Unless 
Friedrich's  arrangements  prove  pimctual,  and  his  stroke 
be  emphatic,  Friedrich  may  happen  to  fare  badly. 

On  the  latter  point,  of  emphasis,  there  is  no  dubiety 
for  Friedrich :  but  on  the  former, — things  are  already 
past  doubt,  the  wrong  way!  For  the  last  hour  or  so 
of  Friedrich's  march,  there  has  been  continual  storm  of 
cannonade  and  musketry  audible  from  Ziethen's  side : — 
"Ziethen  engaged!"  thinks  everybody;  and  quickens 
step  here,  under  this  marching  music  from  the  distance. 
Which  is  but  a  wrong  reading  or  mistake,  nothing  more ; 
the  real  phenomenon  being  as  follows:  Ziethen  punc- 
tually got  to  Klitschen  at  the  due  hour;  struck  into  the 
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Butter  Strasse^  calculating  his  paces;  but,  on  the  edge 
of  the  Wood,  found  a  small  Austrian  party,  like  those 
in  Friedrich's  route;  and,  pushing  into  it,  the  Austrian 
party  replied  with  cannon  before  running.  Whereupon 
Zieliien,  not  knowing  how  inconsiderable  it  was,  drew 
out  icL  battle-order;  gave  it  a  salvo  or  two;  drove  it  back 
on  Lacy,  in  the  Duck-trap  direction, — a  long  way  east 
of  Butter  Street,  and  Ziethen's  real  place; — ^unlucky  that 
he  followed  it  so  far!  Ziethen  followed  it;  and  got  into 
some  languid  dispute  with  Lacy :  dispute  quite  distant, 
languid,  on  both  sides,  and  consisting  mainly  of  cannon; 
but  .lasting  in  this  way  many  precious  hours.  This  is 
the  phenomenon  which  friends  in  the  distance  read  to 
be,  "  Ziethen  engaged ! "  Engaged,  yes,  and  alas  with 
what?  What  Ziethen's  degree  of  blame  was,  I  do  not 
know.  Friedrich  thought  it  considerable: — "Stupid, 
stupid,  mein  lieber!"  which  Ziethen  never  would  admit; 
— and,  beyond  question,  it  was  of  high  detriment  to 
Friedrich  this  day.  Such  accidents,  say  military  men, 
are  inherent,  not  to  be  avoided,  in  that  double  form  of 
attack :  which  may  be  true,  only  that  Friedrich  had  no 
choice  left  of  forms  just  now. 

About  noon,  Friedrich's  Vanguard  (Eleist  and  Hus- 
sars), about  1  o'clock  Friedrich  himself,  7  or  8,000 
Grenadiers,  emerged  from  the  Woods  about  Neiden. 
This  Column,  which  consists  of  choice  troops,  is  to  be 
Front-hne  of  the  Attack.  But  there  is  yet  no  Second 
Column  imder  Hiilsen,  stiU  less  any  Third  under  Hol- 
stein,  come  in  sight :  and  Ziethen's  cannonade  is  but  too 
audible.  Friedrich  halts ;  sends  Adjutants  to  hurry  on 
these  Columns ; — ^and  rides  out  reconnoitering,  question? 
ing  peasants;  earnestly  survejdng  Daun's  ground  and 
his  own.     Daun's  now  right  wing  well  eastward  about 
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Zinna,  had  been  Friedrich's  intended  point  of  attack; 
but  the  ground,  out  there,  proves  broken  by  boggy 
brooks  and  remnant  stagnancies  of  the  Old  Elbe :  Fried- 
rich  finds  he  must  return  into  the  Wood  again;  and 
attack  Daun's  left.  Daun's  left  is  carefully  drawn  down 
m  potencej  or  gallows-shape  there;  and  has,  within  the 
Wood,  carefuUy  built  by  Prince  Henri  last  year,  an  ex- 
tensive Abatis,  or  complete  western  wall, — only  the  north 
part  of  which  is  perhaps  now  passable,  the  Austrians 
haviQg  in  the  cold  time  used  a  good  deal  of  it  as  fire- 
wood lately.  There,  on  the  north-west  comer  of  Daim, 
across  that  weak  part  of  the  Abatis,  must  Friedrich's 
attack  lie.  But  Friedrich's  Columns  are  still  fatally  be- 
hind,— Holstein,  with  all  the  cavalry  we  have,  so  pre- 
cious at  present,  is  wandering  by  wrong  paths ;  took  the 
wrong  turn  at  some  point,  and  the  Adjutant  can  hardly 
find  him  at  all,  with  his  precept  of  "  Haste,  Haste !" 

We  may  figure  Friedrich's  humour  under  these  ill 
omens.  Ziethen's  cannonade  becomes  louder  and  louder ; 
which  Friedrich  naturally  fancies  to  be  death  or  life  to 
him, — ^not  to  mean  almost  nothing,  as  it  did.  '^Mein 
"  Gottj  Ziethen  is  in  action,  and  I  have  not  my  Infantry 
"  up  !"^  cried  he.  And  at  length  decided  to  attack  as 
he  was :  Grenadiers  in  front,  the  chosen  of  his  Infantry; 
Ramin's  Brigade  for  second  hne;  and,  except  about 
800  of  Kleist,  no  Cavalry  at  all.  His  battalions  march 
out  firom  Neiden  hand,  through  difficult  brooks,  Strei- 
bach  and  the  like,  by  bridges  of  Austrian  build,  which 
the  Austrians  are  obliged  to  quit  in  hurry.  The  Prus- 
sians are  as  yet  perpendicular  to  Daun,  but  will  wheel 
rightward,  into  the  Domitsch  Wood  again;  and  then 
form, — parallel  to  Daun's  north-west  shoulder;  and 
to  Prince  Henri's  Abatis,  which  will  be  their  first  ob- 

»  TempeUiof ,  iv.  303, 
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stacle  in  charging.  Their  obstacles  in  forming  were 
many  and  intricate;  ground  so  difficult,  for  artillery 
especially :  seldom  was  seen  such  expertness,  such  will- 
ingness of  mind.  And  seldom  lay  ahead  of  men  such 
obstacles  after  forming !  Think  only  of  one  fact :  Daun^ 
on  sight  of  their  intention,  has  opened  400  pieces  of 
artillery  on  them,  and  these  go  raging  and  thundering 
into  the  hem  of  the  Wood,  and  to  whatever  issues  from 
it,  now  and  for  hours  to  come,  at  a  rate  of  deafening 
uproar  and  of  sheer  deadliness,  which  no  observer  can 
find  words  for. 

Archenholtz,  a  very  young  officer  of  fifteen,  who 
came  into  it  perhaps  an  hour  hence,  describes  it  as  a 
thing  surpassable  only  by  Doomsday :  clangorous  rage 
of  noise  risen  to  the  infinite ;  the  boughs  of  the  trees 
raining  down  on  you,  with  horrid  crash ;  the  Forest, 
with  its  echoes,  bellowing  far  and  near,  and  reverber- 
ating in  universal  deathpeal;  comparable  to  the  Trump 
of  Doom.  Friedrich  himself,  who  is  an  old  hand,  said 
to  those  about  him:  "What  an  infernal  fire  {hoUisches 
"  Feuer) !  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  cannonade  before? 
'*  I  never."^  Friedrich  is  between  the  Two  Lines  of  his 
Grenadiers,  which  is  his  place  during  the  attack:  the 
first  Line  of  Grenadiers,  behind  Prince  Henri's  Abatis, 
is  within  800  yards  of  Daun ;  Ramin's  Brigade  is  to  rear 
of  the  Second  Line,  as  a  Reserve.  Horse  they  have 
none,  except  the  800  Kleist  Hussars ;  who  stand  to  the 
left,  outside  the  Wood,  fronted  by  Austrian  Horse  in 
hopeless  multitude.  Artillery  they  have,  in  effect,  none : 
their  Batteries,  hardly  to  be  got  across  these  last  woody 
difficulties  of  trees  growing  and  trees  felled,  did  rank 
outside  the  Wood,  on  their  left;  but  could  do  absolutely 
nothing  (gun-carriages  and  gunners,  officers  and  men, 

«  Tempelbof,  iy.  304 ;  Aioheiiholtz,  ii.  164. 
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being  alike  blown  away);   and  when  Tempelhof  saw 

them  afterwards,  they  never  had  been  fired  at  all.     The 

Grenadiers  have  their  muskets,  and  their  hearts  and 

their  right-hands.    * 

With  amazing  intrepidity,  they,  being  at  length  all 
ready  in  rank  within  800  yards,  rush  into  the  throat  of 
this  Fire- volcano  ;  in  the  way  commanded, — which  is 
the  alone  way :  such  a  problem  as  human  bravery  sel- 
dom had.  The  Grenadiers  plimge  forward  upon  the 
throat  of  Daun;  but  it  is  into  the  throat  of  his  iron 
engines  and  his  tearing  billows  of  cannon-shot  that  most 
of  them  go.  Shorn  down  by  the  company,  by  the  re- 
giment, in  those  terrible  800  yards, — then  and  after- 
wards. Regiment  Stutterheim  was  nearly  all  killed  and 
wounded,  say  the  Books.  You  would  fancy  it  was  the 
fewest  of  them  that  ever  got  to  the  length  of  selling 
their  Kves  to  Daun,  instead  of  giving  them  away  to  his 
400  cannon.  But  it  is  not  so.  The  Grenadiers,  both 
Lines  of  them,  still  in  quantity,  did  get  into  contact 
with  Datm.  And  sold  him  their  lives,  hand  to  hand, 
at  a  rate  beyond  example  in  such  circumstances; — 
Daun  having  to  htirry  up  new  force  in  streams  upon 
diem;  resolute  to  purchase,  though  the  price,  for  a  long 
while,  rose  higher  and  higher. 

At  last  the  6,000  Grenadiers,  being  now  reduced  to 
the  tenth  man,  had  to  fall  back.  Upon  which  certain 
Austrian  Battalions  rushed  down  in  chase,  counting  it 
Victory  come  :  but  were  severely  admonished  of  that 
mistake ;  and  driven  back  by  Ramin's  people,  who  accom- 
panied them  into  their  ranks,  and  again  gave  Daun  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  before  he  could  overpower  them. 
This  is  Attack  First,  issuing  in  failure  first :  one  of  the 
stiffest  bits  of  fighting  ever  known.  Began  about  2  in 
the  aft;emoon ;  ended,  I  should  guess,  rather  after  3. 
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Daun,  by  this  tune,  is  in  considerable  disorder  of 
line;  though  his  400  fire-throats  continue  belching  ruin, 
and  deafening  the  world,  without  abatement.  Daun 
himself  had  got  wounded  in  the  foot  or  leg  during  this 
Attack,  but  had  no  time  to  mind  it :  a  most  busy, 
strong  and  resolute  Daun ;  doing  his  very  best.  Fried- 
rich,  too,  was  wounded, — ^nobody  will  tell  me  in  which 
of  these  attacks; — ^but  I  think  not  now,  at  least  will  not 
speak  of  it  now.  What  his  feelings  were,  as  this  Grena- 
dier Attack  went  on, — a  struggle  so  unequal,  but  not 
to  be  helped,  from  the  delays  that  had  risen, — ^nobody, 
himself  least  of  all,  records  for  us  :  only  by  this  little 
symptom  :  Two  Grandsons  of  the  Old  Dessauer's  are 
Adjutants  of  his  Majesty,  and  weU  loved  by  him;  one 
of  them  now  at  his  hand,  the  other  heading  his  regiment 
in  this  charge  of  Grenadiers.  Word  comes  to  Friedrich 
that  this  latter  one  is  shot  dead.  On  which,  Friedrich, 
turning  to  the  Brother,  and  not  hiding  his  emotion  as 
was  usual  in  such  moments,  said:  "  All  goes  ill  today; 
"  my  friends  are  quitting  me.  I  have  just  heard  that 
"  your  Brother  is  killed  {Tout  va  mal  avjourdhui; 
"  mes  amis  me  quittent  On  vient  de  niannoncer  la  mart 
"  de  voire  frh*e)r'^  Words  which  the  Anhalt  kindred, 
and  the  Prussian  military  public,  treasured  up  with  a 
reverence  strange  to  us.  Of  Anhalt  perhaps  some  word 
by  and  by,  at  a  fitter  season. 

Shortly  after  3,  as  I  reckon  the  time,  Hiilsen's 
Colmnn  did  arrive  :  choice  troops  these  too,  the  Po- 
meranian Manteuffel^  one  regiment  of  them; — young 
Archenholtz  oi  For  cade  (first  Battalion  here,  second  and 
third  are  with  Ziethen,  making  vain  noise)  was  in  this 
Column;  came,  with  the  others,  winding  to  the  Wood's 
edge,  in  such  circuits,  poor  young  soul;  rain  pouring, 

'  Pt«U88,  ii.  226. 
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if  that  had  been  worth  notice ;  cannon-balls  plunging, 
boughs  crashing,  such  a  Todes-Posaune^  or  Doomsday- 
Thunder,  broken  loose :  —  they  did  emerge  steadily, 
nevertheless,  he  says,  '  like  sea-billows  or  flow  of  tide, 
under  the  smoky  hurricane.'  Pretty  men  are  here  too, 
ManteuffelPommemers;  no  hearts  stouter.  With  these, 
and  the  indignant  Remnants  which  waited  for  them,  a 
new  assault  upon  Daun  is  set  about.  And  bursts  out, 
on  that  same  north-west  comer  of  him;  say  about  half- 
past  3.  The  rain  is  now  done,  *  blown  away  by  the 
tremendous  artillery,'  thinks  Archenholtz,  if  that  were 
any  matter. 

The  Attack,  supported  by  a  few  more  Horse  (though 
Column  Three  stiU  fatally  lingers),  and,  I  should  hope, 
by  some  practicable  weight  of  Field-batteries,  is  spurred 
by  a  grimmer  kind  of  indignation,  and  is  of  fiercer  spirit 
than  ever.  Think  how  Manteuffel  of  Foot  wiU  blaze 
put;  and  what  is  the  humour  of  those  once-overwhelmed 
Remnants,  now  getting  air  again!  Daun's  line  is  ac- 
tually broken  in  this  point,  his  artillery  surmounted 
and  become  useless;  Daun's  potence  and  north  front 
are  reeling  backwards,  Prussians  in  possession  of  their 
ground.  "  The  field  to  be  ours !"  thinks  Friedrich,  for 
some  time.  If  indeed  Ziethen  had  been  seriously  busy 
on  the  southern  side  of  things,  instead  of  vaguely  can- 
nonading in  that  manner !  But  resolute  Daun,  with 
promptitude,  calls  in  his  Reserve  from  Grosswig,  calls 
in  whatsoever  of  disposable  force  he  can  gather;  Daun 
rallies,  rushes  again  on  the  Prussians  in  overpowering 
number;  and,  in  spite  of  their  most  desperate  resist- 
ance, drives  them  back,  ever  bdlfck ;  and  recovers  his 
ground. 

A  very  desperate  bout,  this  Second  one;  probably 
the  toughest  of  the  Battle :  but  the  result  again  is 
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Daun's;  the  Prussians  palpably  obliged  to  draw  back. 
Friedrich  himself  got  wounded  here ; — poor  young  Ar- 
chenholtz  too,  only  wounded,  not  killed,  as  so  many 
were  :  —  Friedrich's  wound  was  a  contusion  on  the 
breast;  came  of  some  spent  bit  of  case-shot,  deadened 
&rther  by  a  famed  pelisse  he  wore, — "  which  saved  my 
life,"  he  said  afterwards  to  Henri.  The  King  himself 
little  regarded  it  (mentioning  it  only  to  Brother  Henri, 
on  inquiry  and  solicitation),  during  the  few  weeks  it 
still  hung  about  him.  The  Books  intimate  that  it  struck 
him  to  the  earth,  void  of  consciousness  for  some  tiDie, 
to  the  terror  of  those  about  him;  and  that  he  started  up, 
disregarding  it  altogether  in  this  press  of  business,  and 
almost  as  if  ashamed  of  himself,  which  imposed  silence  on. 
people's  tongues.  In  military  circles  there  is  still,  on  this 
latter  point,  an  Anecdote ;  which  I  cannot  confirm  or  deny, 
but  will  give  for  the  sake  of  Berenhorst  and  his  famed 
Book  on  the  Art  of  War.  Berenhorst, — a  natural  son  of 
the  Old  Dessauer's,  and  evidently  enough  a  chip  of  the 
old  block,  only  gone  into  the  articulate-speakuag  or  in- 
tellectual form, — was,  for  the  present,  an  Adjutant  or 
Aide-de-camp  of  Friedrich's;  and  at  this  juncture  was 
seen  bending  over  the  swooned  Friedrich,  perhaps  with 
an  over-pathos  or  elaborate  something  in  his  expression 
of  countenance;  when  Friedrich  re-opened  his  indignant 
eyes :  "  Was  macht  Er  hier  V^  cried  Friedrich :  "  Er 
^^  sammle  Fuyards  !  What -have  you  to  do  here?  Go 
"  and  gather  rmiaways"  (be  of  some  real  use,  can't  you) ! 
— ^which  unkind  cut  struck  deep  into  Berenhorst,  they 
say;  and  could  never  after  be  eradicated  from  his  gloomy 
heart.  It  is  certain  he  became  Prince  Henri's  Adjutant 
soon  after,  and  that  in  his  Kriegshmst^  amidst  the  clear- 
est orthodox  admiration,  he  manifests,  by  Kttle  touches 
up  and  down,  a  feeling  of  very  fell  and  pallid  quality 
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against  the  King;  and  belongs,  in  a  peculiarly  yirulent 
though  taciturn  way,  to  the  Opposition  Party.  His 
Book,  next  to  English  Lloyd's  (or  perhaps  superior,  for 
Berenhorst  is  of  much  the  more  cultivated  intellect, 
highly  condensed  too,  though  so  discursive  and  far- 
read,  were  it  not  for  the  vice  of  perverse  diabolic  tem- 
per), seemed,  to  a  humble  outsider  like  myself,  greatly 
the  strongest-headed,  most  penetrating,  and  humanly 
aiuminative,  I  had  had  to  study  on  that  subject.  Who 
the  weakest -headed  was  (perhaps  Jomini^  among  the 
widely-circulating  kind?),  I  will  not  attempt  to  decide, 
80  great  is  the  crush  in  that  bad  direction.  To  return. 
This  Second  Attack  is  again  a  repulse  to  the  indig- 
nant Friedrich ;  though  he  still  persists  in  fierce  effort 
to  recover  himself :  and  rudeed  Daun's  interior,  too,  it 
appears,  is  all  in  a  whirl  of  confusion;  his  losses  too 
having  been  enormous: — when,  see,  here  at  length, 
about  half-past  4,  Sun  now  down,  is  the  tardy  Holstein, 
with  his  Cavaby,  emerging  from  the  Woods.  Comes 
wending  on  yonder,  half  a  nule  to  north  of  us ;  straight 
eastward  or  Elbe- ward  (according  to  the  order  of  last 
night),  leaving  us  and  our  death-struggles  unregarded, 
as  a  thing  that  is  not  on  his  tablets,  and  is  no  con- 
cern of  Holstein's.  Friedrich  halts  him,  not  quite  too 
late ;  organises  a  new  and  third  Attack.  Simultaneous 
universal  effort  of  foot  and  horse  upon  Daun's  Front; 
Holstein  himself,  who  is  almost  at  Zinna  by  this  time, 
to  go  upon  Daun's  right  wing.  This  is  Attack  Third; 
and  is  of  sporadic  intermittent  nature,  in  the  thicken- 
ing dusk  and  darkness :  part  of  it  successful,  none  of 
it  beaten,  but  nowhiere  the  success  complete.  Thus, 
in  the  extreme  west  or  leftmost  of  Friedrich's  attack, 
Spaen  Dragoons,-— one  of  the  last  Horse  Regiments  of 
Holstein's  Gohimn^-^Spaen  Dragoons,  under  their  Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel  Dalwig  (a  beautiful  manoeuverer,  who 
has  stormed  through  many  fields,  from  Mollwitz  on- 
wards), cut  in,  with  an  admired  impetuosity,  with  an 
audacious  skill,  upon  the  Austrian  Infantry  Regiments 
there ;  broke  them  to  pieces,  took  two  of  them  in  the 
lump  prisoners  ;  bearded  whole  torrents  of  Austrian 
cavalry  rushing  up  to  the  rescue, — and  brought  off 
their  mass  of  prisoner  regiments  and  six  cannon; — ^the 
Austrian  rescuers  being  charged  by  some  new  Prussian 
party,  and  hunted  home  again.«  '  Had  these  Prussian 
'  Horse  been  on  their  ground  at  2  o'clock,  and  done 

*  as  now,  it  is  very  evident,'  says  Tempelhof,  'what  the 
'  Battle  of  Torgau  had  by  this  time  been !' 

Near  by,  too,  farther  rightwards,  if  in  the  bewilder- 
ing indistinctness  I  might  guess  where  (but  the  where 
is  not  so  important  to  us),  Bayreuth  Dragoons,  they  of 
the  67  standards  at  Striegau  long  since,  plimged  into 
the  Austrian  Battalions  at  an  unsurpassable  rate;  tum- 
bled four  regiments  of  them  (Regiment  Kaiser^  I^^gi- 
ment  Neipperg^ — ^nobody  now  cares  which  four)  heels 
over  head,  and  in  few  minutes  took  the  most  of  them 
prisoners;  bringing  them  home  too,  like  Dalwig,  through 
crowds  of  rescuers.  Eastward,  again,  or  Elbe-ward,  Hoi-, 
stein  has  found  such  intricacies  of  ground,  such  boggy 
depths  and  rough  steeps,  his  Cavalry  could  come  to 
no  decisive  sabering  with  the  Austrian;  but  stood  ex- 
changing shot; — ^nothing  to  be  done  on  that  right  wing 
of  Daun. 

Daun's  left  flank,  however,  does  appear,  after  Three 
such  Attacks,  to  be  at  last  pretty  well  ruined :  Tempel- 
hof says,  'Daun's  whole  Front  Line  was  tumbled  to 

*  pieces;  disorder  had,  sympathetically,  gone  rearward, 
^  even  in  those  eastern  parts;  and  on  the  western  and 

•  Tempelhof,  iy.  305. 
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*  north-western  the  Prussian  Horse  Regiments  were  now 

*  standing  in  its  place.'  But  indeed  such  charging 
and  recharging,  pulsing  and  repulsing,  has  there  been 
hereabouts  for  hours  past,  the  rival  Hosts  have  got 
completely  interpenetrated ;  Austrian  parties,  or  whole 
regiments,  are  to  rear  of  those  Prussians  who  stand 
ranked  here,  and  in  victorious  posture,  as  the  Night  sinks. 
Night  is  now  sinking  on  this  murderous  day :  "  Nothing 
more  to  be  made  of  it;  try  it  again  tomorrow!"  thinks 
the  King;  gives  Hiilsen  charge  of  bivouacking  and  re- 
arranging these  scattered  people ;  and  rides  with  escort 
north-westward  to  Elsnig,  north  of  Neiden,  well  to  rear 
of  this  bloody  arena, — ^in  a  mood  of  mind  which  may  be 
figured  as  gloomy  enough. 

Daim,  too,  is  home,  to  Torgau, — I  think,  a  little 
earlier, — ^to  have  his  wound  dressed,  now  that  the  day 
seems  to  him  secure.  Buccow,  Daun's  second,  is  killed; 
Daun's  third  is  an  Irish  Graf  O'Donnell,  memorable 
only  on  this  one  occasion;  to  this  O'Donnell,  and  to 
Lacy,  who  is  firm  on  his  ground  yonder,  untouched  all 
day,  the  charge  of  matters  is  left.  Which  cannot  be  a 
difficult  one,  hopes  Daun.  Daun,  while  his  wound  is 
dressing,  speeds  off  a  courier  to  Vienna.  Courier  did 
enter  duly  there,  with  glorious  trumpeting  postillions, 
and  universal  Hep-hep-hurrah;  kindling  that  ardently 
loyal  City  into  infinite  triumph  and  illumination, — ^for 
the  space  of  certain  hours  following. 

Hiilsen  meanwhile  has  been  doing  his  best  to  get 
into  proper  bivouac  for  the  morrow;  has  drawn  back 
those  eastward  horse  regiments,  drawn  forward  the  in- 
fentry  battalions ;  forward,  I  think,  and  well  rightward, 
where,  in  the  daytime,  Daun's  left  flank  was.  On  the 
whole,  it  is  north-westward  that  the  general  Prussian 
Bivouac  for  this  night  is ;  the  extremest  soutk-westeni' 
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most  portion  of  it  is  Infantry,  under  General  Lestwitz; 
a  gallant  useful  man,  who  little  dreams  of  becoming 
famous,  this  dreary  uncertain  night. 

It  is  6  o'clock.  Damp  dusk  has  thickened  down 
into  utter  darkness,  on  these  terms: — ^when,  lo,  can- 
nonade and  musketade  from  the  south,  audible  in  the 
Lestwitz-Hiilsen  quarters:  seriously  loud;  red  glow  of 
conflagration  visible  withal, — some  unfortunate  Village 
going  up  ("  Village  of  Siptitz,  think  you?") ;  and  need 
of  Hillsen  at  his  fastest!  Hiilsen,  with  some  readiest 
Foot  Regiments,  circling  roimd,  makes  thitherward; 
Lestwitz  in  the  van.  Let  us  precede  him  thither,  and 
explain  a  little  what  it  was. 

Ziethen,  who  had  stood  all  day  making  idle  noises, 
— of  what  a  fatal  quality  we  know,  if  Ziethen  did  not, 
— ^waiting  for  the  King's  appearance,  must  have  been 
considerably  displeased  with  himself  at  nightfall,  when 
the  King's  fire  gradually  died  out  farther  and  farther 
north,  giving  rise  to  the  saddest  surmises.  Ziethen's 
Generals,  Saldem  and  the  Leuthen  Mollendorf,  are  full 
of  gloomy  impatience,  urgent  on  him  to  try  something. 
"  Push  westward,  nearer  the  King?  Some  stroke  at 
the  enemy  on  their  south  or  soutihi-westem  side,  where 
we  have  not  molested  them  all  day?  No  getting  across 
the  Rohrgraben  on  them,  says  your  Excellenz?  Sip- 
titz Village,  and  their  Battery  tiiere,  is  on  our  side  of 
the  Rohrgraben: — um  Gottes  WiUen^  something,  Herr 
General !"  Ziethen  does  finally  assent :  draws  leftward^ 
westward;  unbuckles  Saldern's  people  upon  Siptitz;  who 
go  like  sharp  hounds  from  the  slip;  fasten  on  Sip- 
titz and  the  Austrians  there,  with  a  will;  wrench  these 
out,  force  them  to  abandon  their  Battery,  and  to  set 
Siptitz  on  fire,  while  they  run  out  of  it.     Comfortable 
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bit  of  success^  so  far, — ^were  not  Siptitz  burning,  so  that 
we  cannot  get  through.  "  Through,  no :  and  were  we 
through,  is  not  there  the  Rohrgraben?"  thinks  Ziethen, 
not  seemg  his  way. 

How  lucky  that,  at  this  moment,  Mollendorf  comes 
in,  with  a  discovery  to  westward;  discovery  of  our  old 
friend  "the  Butter  Street," — it  is  nothing  more, — 
where  Ziethen  should  have  marched  this  morning :  there 
would  he  have  found  a  solid  road  across  the  Rohrgra- 
ben, free  passage  by  a  bridge  between  two  bits  of  ponds, 
at  the  Schdferei  (  Sheep-Farm)  of  Siptitz  yonder.  "  There 
gtiU,"  reports  MoUendorf,  "  the  solid  road  is ;  unbeset 
hitherto,  except  by  me  Mollendorf!"  Thitherward  all  do 
now  hasten,  Austrians,  Prussians :  but  the  Prussians  are 
beforehand ;  Mollendorf  is  master  of  the  Pass,  deploying 
himself  on  the  other  side  of  it,  and  Ziethen  and  every- 
body hastening  through  to  support  him  there,  and  the 
Austrians  making  fierce  fight  in  vain.  The  sound  of 
which  has  reached  Hiilsen,  and  set  Lestwitz  and  Him  in 
motion  thither. 

For  the  thing  is  vital,  if  we  knew  it.  Close  ahead 
of  Mollendorf,  when  he  is  through  this  Pass,  close  on 
Mollendorf 's  left,  as  he  wheels  round  on  the  attackiog 
Austrians,  is  the  south-west  corner  of  Siptitz  Height. 
South-west  comer,  highest  point  of  it ;  summit  and  key 
of  all  that  Battle  area;  rules  it  all,  if  you  get  camion 
thither.  It  hangs  steepish  on  the  southern  side,  over 
the  Rohrgraben,  where  this  Mollendorf- Austrian  fight 
begins;  but  it  is  beautifully  accessible,  if  you  bear  roimd 
to  the  west  side, — a  fine  saddle-shaped  bit  of  clear 
ground  there,  in  shape  like  the  outside  or  seat  of  a 
saddle;  Domitsch  Wood  the  crupper  part;  summit  of 
this  Height  the  pommel,  only  nothing  like  so  steep : — ^it 
is  here  (on  the  southern  saddle-flap,  so  to  speak),  gra- 
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dually  mounting  westward  to  the  crupper-and-pommel 
part,  that  the  agony  now  is. 

And  here,  in  utter  darkness,  illuminated  only  by  the 
musketry  and  cannon  blazes,  there  ensued  two  hours  of 
stiff  wrestling  in  its  kind :  not  the  fiercest  spasm  of  all, 
but  the  final  which  decided  all.  Lestwitz,  Hiilsen,  come 
sweeping  on,  led  by  the  sound  and  the  fire;  'beating 
the  Prussian  march,  they,'  sharply  on  all  their  drums, 
— Prussian  march,  rat -tat -tan,  sharply  through  the 
gloom  of  Chaos  in  that  mamier;  and  join  themselves, 
with  no  mistake  made,  to  Mollendorf 's,  to  Ziethen's,  left 
and  the  saddle-flap  there,  and  fall  on.  The  night  is 
pitch-dark,  says  Archenholtz;  you  cannot  see  your  hand 
before  you.  Old  Hulsen's  bridle-horses  were  all  shot 
away,  when  he  heard  this  alarm,  far  off:  no  horse  left; 
and  he  is  old,  and  has  his  own  bruises.  He  seated  him- 
self on  a  camion;  and  so  rides,  and  arrives;  right  wel- 
come the  sight  of  him,  doubt  not!  And  the  Fight 
rages  still  for  an  hour  or  more. 

To  an  observant  Mollendorf,  watching  about  all  day, 
the  importance  and  all-importance  of  Siptitz  Summit,  if 
it  can  be  got,  is  probably  known;  to  Daun  it  is  alarm- 
ingly well  known,  when  he  hears  of  it.  Daun  is  zeal- 
ously urgent  on  Lacy,  on  O'DonneU ;  who  do  try  what 
they  can;  send  reinforcements,  and  the  like;  but  nothing 
that  proves  useful.  O'Donnell  is  not  the  man  for  such 
a  crisis:  Lacy,  too,  it  is  remarked,  has  always  been 
more  expert  in  ducking  out  of  Friedrich's  way  than  in 
fighting  anybody.®  Li  fine,  such  is  the  total  darkness, 
the  difficulty,  the  uncertainty,  most  or  all  of  the  rein- 
forcements sent  halted  short,  in  the  belly  of  the  Night, 
uncertain  where ;  and  their  poor  Mends  got  altogether 
beaten  and  driven  away. 

*  Archenholtz^s  sour  remark. 
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About  9  at  night,  all  the  Austrians  are  rolling  off, 
eastward,  eastward.  Prussians  goading  them  forward 
what  they  could  (firing  not  quite  done  till  10) ;  and  that 
all-important  pommel  of  the  saddle  is  indisputably  won. 
The  Austrians  settled  themselves,  in  a  kind  of  half-moon 
shape,  close  on  the  suburbs  of  Torgau;  the  Prussians  in 
a  parallel  half-moon  posture,  some  furlongs  behind  them. 
The  Austrians  sat  but  a  short  time;  not  a  moment 
longer  than  was  indispensable.  Daun  perceives  that 
the  key  of  his  ground  is  gone  from  him;  that  he  will 
have  to  send  a  second  Courier  to  Vienna.  And,  above 
all  things,  that  he  must  forthwith  get  across  the  Elbe 
and  away.  Lucky  for  him  that  he  has  Three  Bridges 
(or  Four,  including  the  Town  Bridge),  and  that  his  Bag- 
gage is  already  all  .across  and  standing  on  wheels.  With 
excellent  despatch  and  order  Daun  winds  himself  across, 
— all  of  him  that  is  still  coherent;  and  indeed,  in  the 
distant  parts  of  the  Battle-field,  wandering  Austrian 
parties  were  admonished  hitherward  by  the  River's  voice 
in  the  great  darkness, — and  Daun's  loss  in  prisoners, 
though  great,  was  less  than  could  have  been  expected  : 
8,000  in  aU. 

Till  towards  one  in  the  morning,  the  Prussians,  in 
their  half-moon,  had  not  learned  what  he  was  doing. 
About  one  they  pushed  into  Torgau,  and  across  the 
Town  Bridge ;  found  26  pontoons, — all  the  rest  packed  off 
except  these  26 ; — ^and  did  not  foUow  farther.  Lacy  re- 
treated by  the  other  or  left  bank  of  the  River,  to  guard 
against  attempts  from  that  side.  Next  day  there  was 
pursuit  of  Lacy ;  some  prisoners  and  furnitures  got  from 
him,  but  nothing  of  moment :  Daim  and  Lacy  joined  at 
Dresden;  took  post,  as  usual,  behind  their  inaccessible 
Plauen  Chasms.  Sat  there,  in  view  of  the  chasing  Prus- 
sians, without  farther  loss  than  this  of  Torgau,  and  of  a 
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Campaign  gone  to  water  again.  What  an  issue,  for  the 
third  time  H^— 

On  Torgau-field,  behind  that  final  Prussifin  half- 
moon,  there  reigned,  all  night,  a  confusion  which  no 
tongue  can  express.  Poor  wounded  men  by  the  hundred 
and  the  thousand,  weltering  in  their  blood,  on  the  cold 
wet  ground;  not  surgeons  or  nurses,  but  merciless  pre- 
datory sutlers,  equal  to  murder  if  necessary,  waiting  on 
them  and  on  the  happier  that  were  dead.  "  Unutter- 
able!" says  Archenholtz;  who,  though  wounded,  had 
crawled  or  got  carried  to  some  village  near.  The  living 
wandered  about  in  gloom  and  uncertainty;  lucky  he 
whose  haversack  was  still  his,  and  a  crust  of  bread  in  it : 
water  was  a  priceless  luxury,  almost. nowhere  discover- 
able. Prussian  Generals  roved  about  with  their  Staff- 
Officers,  seeking  to  re-form  their  Battalions;  to  little 
purpose.  They  had  grown  indignant,  in  some  instances, 
and  were  vociferously  imperative  and  minatory ;  '  but  in 
*•  the  dark  who  needed  mind  them? — ^they  went  raving 
*  elsewhere,  and,  for  the  first  time,  Prussian  word-of- 
'  command  saw  itself  futile.'  Pitch  darkness,  bitter  cold, 
ground  trampled  into  mire.  On  Siptitz  HiU  there  is 
nothing  that  will  bum :  farther  back,  in  the  Domitsch 
Woods,  are  numerous  fine  fij'es,  to  which  Austrians 
and  Prussians  alike  gather:  "Peace  and  truce  between 
us ;  tomorrow  morning,  we  will  see  which  are  prison- 
ers, which  are  captors."  So  pass  the  wild  hours,  all 
hearts  longing  for  the  dawn,  and  what  decision  it  will 
bring. 

"  Tempelhof,  iv.  291-318 ;  Archenholtz,  ii.  159-174 ;  Retzow,  ii  299 
et  aeq. ;  Umstandliche  Beschreihung  des  &c.  (in  Seyfarth,  Beylagen.^  ii. 
823-848):  in  Hclden-Geschickte^  or  in  Anonymous  of  Hamburg  (iv.  245- 
300),  the  Daon  Despatches^  the  Lists,  &c 
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Friedrich,  at  Elsnig,  fcnnd  every  hut  fiill  of  wounded, 
and  their  surgeries,  and  miseries  silent  or  loud«  He 
himself  took  shelter  in  the  little  Chiuich;  passed  the 
night  there.  Busy  about  many  things; — ^ using  the 
altar/  it  seems,  *  by  way  of  writing-table'  (self  or  secre- 
taries kneeling,  shall  we  fancy,  on  those  new  terms?), 
*and  the  stairs  of  it  as  seat.'  Of  the  final  Ziethen- 
Lestwitz  effort  he  would  scarcely  hear  the  musketry  or 
cannonade,  being  so  far  away  from  it.  At  what  hour, 
or  from  whom  first,  he  learned  that  the  Battle  of  Torgau 
bad  become  Victory  in  the  night-time,  I  know  not:  the 
Anecdote-Books  send  him  out  in  his  cloak,  wandering 
up  and  down  before  daybreak;  standing  by  the  soldiers' 
fires;  and  at  length,  among  the  Woods,  in  the  faint 
incipiency  of  dawn,  meeting  a  Shadow  which  proves 
to  be  Ziethen  himself  in  the  body,  with  embraces  and 
congratulations : — evidently  mythical,  though  dramatic. 
Reach  him  the  news  soon  did;  and  surely  none  could 
be  welcomer.  Headquarters  change  from  the  altar- 
steps  in  Elsnig  Church  to  secular  rooms  in  Torgau. 
Ziethen  has  already  sped  forth  on  the  skirts  of  Lacy; 
whole  Army  foUows  next  day;  and,  on  the  War-theatre 
it  is,  on  the  sudden,  a  total  change  of  scene.  Conceiv- 
able to  readers  without  the  details. 

Hopes  there  were  of  getting  back  Dresden  itself; 
but  that,  on  closer  view,  proved  unattemptable.  Daim 
kept  his  Plauen  Chasm,  his  few  square  miles  of  ground 
beyond;  the  rest  of  Saxony  was  Friedrich's,  as  hereto- 
fore. Loudon  had  tried  hard  on  Kosel  for  a  week; 
storming  once,  and  a  second  time,  very  fiercely,  Goltz 
being  now  near;  but  could  make  nothing  of  it;  and,  on 
wind  of  Goltz,  went  his  way.^^     The  Russians,  on  sound 

"  Hofberieht  von  der  Belagenmg  von  Kosel,  im  October  1760  (Seyfarth, 
Beylagen,  ii  798-104)  :  began,  *  October  21st ;'  ended,  *at  daybreak,  Octo- 
ber 27tli.' 
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of  Torgau,  shouldered  arms,  and  made  for  Poland. 
Daiin,  for  his  own  share,  went  to  Vienna  this  Winter; 
in  need  of  surgery,  and  other  things.  The  population 
there  is  rather  disposed  to  be  grumbly  on  its  once  heroic 
Fabius;  wishes  the  Fabius  were  a  little  less  cunctatory. 
But  Imperial  Majesty  herself,  one  is  proud  to  relate, 
drove  out,  in  Old  Roman  spirit,  some  miles,  to  meet 
him,  her  defeated  ever-honoured  Daun,  and  to  inquire 
graciously  about  his  health,  which  is  so  important  to 
the  State.i2 

Torgau  was  Daun's  last  Battle :  Daun's  last  Battle ; 
and,  what  is  more  to  the  joy  of  readers  and  their  Editor 
here,  was  Friedrich's  last, — so  that  the  remaining  Two 
Campaigns  may  fairly  be  condensed  to  an  extreme  de- 
gree ;  and  a  few  Chapters  more  will  deliver  us  altogether 
from  this  painful  element ! — 

Daun  lost  at  Torgau,  by  his  own  account,  "  about 
11,000  men," — should  have  said,  according  to  Tempel- 
hof,  and  even  to  neutral  persons,  'above  12,000  killed 
'  and  wounded,  plus  8,000  prisoners,  45  cannon,  29 
*  flags,  1  standard  (or  horse-flag),'^^  which  brings  him 
to  at  least  20,000  minus; — ^the  Prussian  loss,  heavj^ 
enough  too,  being,  by  Tempelhof 's  admission,  '  between 
13  and  14,000,  of  whom  4,000  prisoners.'  The  sore 
loss,  not  so  computable  in  arithmetic, — ^but  less  sore  to 
Daim,  perhaps,  than  to  most  people, — ^is  that  of  being 
beaten,  and  having  one's  Campaign  reduced  to  water 
again.  No  Conquest  of  Saxony,  any  more  than  of  Si- 
lesia, possible  to  Daim,  this  Year.  In  Silesia,  thanks  to 
Loudon,  small  thanks  to  Loudon's  Chief,  they  have  got 
Glatz:  Kosel  they  could  not  get;  fiery  Loudon  himself 
stormed  and  blazed  to  no  purpose  there,  and  had  to 

»  Archenholtz,  ii  179.  ^  Tempelhof,  iv.  213  ;  Eaualer,  p.  726. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


Chap.  V.]  BATTLE  OF  TORGAF.  133 

3d  Nov.  1760. 

hurry  home  on  sight  of  Goltz  and  relief.  Glatz  is 
the  net  sum-total.  Daim  knows  all  this;  but  in  a 
stoical  arithmetical  manner,  and  refuses  to  be  flurried 
by  it- 

Friedrich,  as  we  said,  had  hoped  something  might  be 
done  in  Saxony  on  the  defeated  Daun; — ^perhaps  Dres- 
den itself  be  got  back  from  him,  and  his  Army  altogether 
sent  to  winter  in  Bohemia  again?  But  it  proved  other- 
wise. Daim  showed  not  the  least  disposition  to  quit  his 
Plauen  Chasm,  or  fall  into  discouragement:  and  after 
some  weeks  of  diligent  trial,  on  Friedrich's  part,  and 
much  running  about  in  those  central  and  Hill- ward  parts, 
Friedrieh  found  he  would  have  to  be  content  with  his 
former  allotment  of  Saxon  territory,  and  to  leave  the 
Austrians  quiet  in  theirs.  Took  winter-quarters  accord- 
ingly, and  let  the  Enemy  take.  Cantdned  himself,  in 
that  Meissen-Freyberg  Country,  in  front  of  the  Austrians 
and  their  impassable  Plauens  and  Chasms ; — pretty 
much  as  in  the  past  Year,  only  that  the  Two  Armies  lay 
at  a  greater  distance,  and  were  more  peaceable,  as  if  by 
mutual  consent. 

Headquarter  of  the  King  is  Leipzig ;  where  the  King 
did  not  arrive  till  December  8th, — such  adjusting  and 
arranging  has  he  had,  and  incessant  running  to  and 
fro.  He  lived  in  the  'Apel  House,  New  Neumarkt, 
No.  16;'^^  the  same  he  had  occupied  in  1757,  in  the 
Rossbach  time.  ^^Ack!  how  lean  your  Majesty  has 
"grown!"  said  the  Mistress  of  it,  at  sight  of  him  again 
(mythically,  I  should  fancy,  though  it  is  in  the  Anec- 
dote-Books). "Lean,  ja  wohl^^^  answered  he:  "and 
"  what  wonder,  with  Three  Women"  (Theresa,  Czarina, 
Pompadour)  "hanging  on  the  throat  of  me  all  this 
"  whdle !"  But  we  propose  to  look  in  upon  him  our- 
i«  Rodenbecky  ii  65. 
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selves^  in  this  Apel  House,  on  more  authentic  terms, 
by  and  hy.  Read,  meanwhile,  these  Two  bits  of  Auto- 
graph, thrown  off  incidentally,  at  different  places,  in 
the  previous  busy  joumeyings  over  Meissen-Freyberg 
Country: 

!•  Friedrich  to  Marquis  UArgens  (at  Berlin). 

'^MeisBen,  10th  Norember  1760.' 

•  *  "  I  drove  the  enemy  to  the  Gates  of  Dresden ;  they 
"  occupy  their  Camp  of  last  Year ;  all  my  skill  is  not  enough  to- 
^  dislodge  them,**— (Chasm  of  Plauen,  ^  a  place  impregnable^ 
*  were  it  garriscmed  by  chimney-sweeps/  sajrs  the  'King  once).. 
"  We  have  saved  our  reputation  by  the  Day  of  Torgau :  but 
^  don't  imagine  our  enemies  are  so  disheartened  as  to  desire 
^  Peace.  Duke  Ferdinand's  affairs  are  not  in  a  good  wa/' 
(missed  Wesel,  of  which  presently ; — ^and,  alas  also,  George  II. 
died,  this  day  gone  a  fortnight,  which  is  far  worse  for  us,  if  we 
knew  it !) — "  I  fear  the  French  will  preserve  through  Winter 
^  the  advantages  they  gained  during  the  Campaign. 

^^In  a  word,  I  see  all  black,  as  if  I  were^at  the  bottom  of  a 
^  tomb.  Have  some  compassion  on  the  situation  I  am  in ;  con- 
^^  ceive  that  I  disguise  nothing  from  you,  and  yet  that  I  do  not 
^  detail  to  you  all  my  embarrassments,  my  apprehensions  and 
^  troubles.  Adieu,  dear  Marquis ;  write  to  me  sometimes,— don't 
*'  forget  a  poor  devil,  who  curses  ten  times  a  day  his  fatal  exist- 
"  ence,  and  could  wish  he  already  were  in  those  Silent  Comitries 
^  from  which  nobody  returns  with  news."** 

2.  The  Second,  of  different  complexion,  is  a  still 
more  interesting  little  Autograph,  date  elsewhere,  far- 
ther on,  in  those  wanderings.  Madame  Camas,  Widow 
of  the  Colonel  Camas  whom  we  knew  twenty  years  ago, 
is  "Queen^s  Oher-Hofmeisterinn  (Lady  in  Chief)," — to- 
whom  the  King's  Letters  are  always  pretty: 

»  (EuvmieFriiMe,  xiz.  204,  5. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Chap.  T.]  BATTLE  OP  TOEGAU.  136 

3d  Nov.  1760. 

Friedrich  to  Madame  Camas  (at  Magdeburg,  with  the  Queen's 

Majesty). 

"  Neustadt,  18th  November  1760. 

"I  am  exact  in  answering,  and  eager  to  satisfy  you"  (in 
that  matter  of  the  porcelain) :  "you  shall  have  a  breakfast-set, 
"  my  good  Mamma ;  six  coffee-cups,  very  pretty,  well  diapered, 
"  and  tricked  out  with  all  the  little  embellishments  which  in- 
"  crease  their  value.  On  account  of  some  pieces  which  they  are 
"  adding  to  the  set,  you  will  have  to  wait  a  few  days ;  but  I 
"  flatter  myself  this  delay  will  contribute  to  your  satisfaction, 
*'  and  produce  for  you  a  toy  that  will  give  you  pleasure,  and 
"  make  you  remember  your  old  Adorer.  It  is  curious  how  old 
'^  people's  habits  agree.  For  four  years  past  I  have  given  up 
*^  suppers,  as  incompatible  with  the  Trade  I  am  obliged  to  fol- 
"  low ;  and  in  marching  days,  my  dinner  consists  of  a  cup  of 
"  chocolate. 

**  We  hurried  off,  like  fools,  quite  inflated  with  our  Victory, 
"  to  try  if  we  could  not  chase  the  Austrians  out  of  Dresden : 
^  they  made  a  mockery  of  us  from  the  tops  of  their  mountains. 
"  So  I  have  withdrawn,  like  a  bad  little  boy,  to  conceal  myself, 
"  out  of  spite,  in  one  of  the  wretchedest  villages  in  Saxony. 
"  And  here  the  first  thing  will  be  to  drive  the  Circle  gentle- 
"men"  (Beichs  Army)  "out  of  Freyberg  into  Chemnitz,  and 
"get  ourselves  room  to  quarter  and  something  to  live  upon. 
"  It  is,  I  swear  to  you,  a  dog  of  a  life"  (or  even  a  she-dog^ 
ckienne  de  vie)y  "the  like  of  which  nobody  but  Don  Quixote 
"  ever  led  before  me.  All  this  tumbling  and  toiling,  and  bother 
"  and  confusion  that  never  ceases,  has  made  me  so  old  that  you 
"  would  scarcely  know  me  again.  On  the  right  side  of  my  head 
"  the  hair  is  all  gray ;  my  teeth  break  and  fall  out ;  I  have  got 
"  my  face  wrinkled  like  the  f albalas  of  a  petticoat ;  my  back 
"  bent  like  a  fiddle-bow ;  and  spirit  sad  and  downcast  like  a 
"  monk  of  La  Trappe.  I  forewarn  you  of  all  this,  lest,  in  case 
"  we  should  meet  again  in  flesh  and  bone,  you  might  feel  your- 
"  self  too  violently  shocked  by  my  appearance.  There  remains 
"  to  me  nothing  but  the  heart, — ^which  has  undergone  no  change, 
"  and  which  will  preserve,  so  long  as  I  breathe,  its  feelings 
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^  of  esteem  and  of  tender  friendship  for  my  good  Mamma, 

"  Adieu."*® To  which  add  only  this  on  Didce  Ferdinand, 

^  whose  affairs/  we  just  heard,  ^  are  not  in  a  good  way :' 

Fight  ofKlosier  Kampen  (Night  of  October  15th-16th); 
Wesel  not  to  be  had  by  Duke  Ferdinand. 

After  Warburg  (July  31st,  while  Friedrich  was  on  the  eve 
of  crossing  Elbe  on  new  adventures,  Dresden  Siege  having  failed 
him),  Duke  Ferdinand  made  no  figure  to  the  Gazetteers ;  fought 
no  Battle  farther;  and  has  had  a  Campaign,  which  is  honour- 
able only  to  judges  of  a  higher  than  the  Gazetteer  sort 

By  Warburg  Ferdinand  had  got  the  Diemel ;  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  he  spread  himself  out,  impassable  to  Broglio^ 
who  lay  trying  on  the  opposite  bank : — "  No  Hanover  by  this 
road.'*  Broglio  thereupon  drew  back  a  little ;  pushed  out  cir- 
cuitously  from  his  right  wing,  which  reaches  far  eastward  of 
Ferdinand,  a  considerable  Brigade, — circuitously,  round  by  the 
Weser-Fulda  Country,  and  beyond  the  embouchure  of  Diemel, — 
to  try  it  by  that  method.  Got  actually  a  few  miles  into  Hano- 
verian territory,  by  that  method ;  laid  hold  of  Gottingen,  also  of 
Miinden,  which  secures  a  road  thither :  and  at  Gottingen  there, 
^  ever  since  August  4th,'  Broglio  has  been  throwing  up  works, 
and  shooting  out  hussar  parties  to  a  good  distance ; — ^intending^ 
it  would  seem,  to  maintain  himself,  and  to  be  mischievous,  in 
that  post.  Would,  in  fact,  fain  entice  Ferdinand  across  the 
Weser,  to  help  Gottingen.  "Across  Weser,  yes; — and  so  leave 
Broglio  free  to  take  Lippstadt  from  me,  as  he  might  after  a 
short  siege,"  thinks  Ferdinand  always ;  "which  would  beautifully 
shorten  Broglio's  communication"  (quite  direct  then,  and  without 
interruption,  all  the  way  to  Wesel),  "  and  make  Hanover  itself, 
Hanover  and  Brunswick,  the  central  Seat  of  WarT  Which 
Ferdinand,  grieved  as  he  is  for  Gottingen,  will  by  no  means 
consent  to. 

Ferdinand,  strong  only  as  one  to  two,  cannot  hinder  Broglio, 
though  he  tries  variously ;  and  is  much  at  a  loss,  seeing  Broglio 
irrepressibly  busy  this  way,  all  through  August  and  on  into  Sep- 

w  (Euvrea  de  FrSdhic,  xviii  144. 
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tember; — has  heard,  however,  from  Wesel,  through  secret  parti- 
sans there,  That  Wesel,  considered  altogether  out  of  risk,  is  left 
in  a  very  weak  condition ;  weak  in  garrison,  weak  even  in  gun- 
ners. Keflecting  upon  which,  in  his  difficulties,  Ferdinand  asks 
himself,  ^^  A  sudden  stroke  at  Wesel,  200  miles  away,  might  it 
not  astonish  Broglio,  who  is  so  busy  on  us  just  heref — ^and, 
September  22d,  despatches  the  Hereditary  Prince  on  that  errand. 
A  man  likely  for  it,  if  there  be  one  in  the  world : — ^unable  to  do 
it,  however,  as  the  issue  told.    Here  is  what  I  find  noted. 

*  September  22dy  the  Erbprinz,  with  a  chosen  Corps  of  15,000, 

*  mostly  English,  left  these  Diemel  regions  towards  Wesel,  at  his 

*  speediest.  September  29th,  Erbprinz  and  vanguard,  Corps  rar 
'  pidly  following,  are  got  to  Dorsten,  within  20  miles  of  Wesel. 

*  A  most  swift  Erbprinz ;  likely  for  such  work.  And  it  is 
'  thought  by  judges.  Had  he  had  either  siege-artillery  or  scaling 

*  apparatus,  he  might  really  have  attacked  Wesel  ¥ath   good 

*  chance  upon  it.     But  he  has  not  even  a  ladder  ready,  much 

*  less  a  siege-gun.  Siege-guns  are  at  Bielefeld'  (come  from  Bre- 
men, I  suppose,  by  English  boating,  up  the  Weser  so  far) ;  *  but 

*  that  is  six-score  miles  of  wheel-carriage ;  roads  bad,  and  threat- 
'  ening  to  be  worse,  as  it  is  equinoctial  weather.    There  is  no- 

*  thing  for  it  but  to  wait  for  those  guns. 

^  The  Erbprinz,  hopefully  waiting,  does  his  endeavour  in  the 

*  interim ;  throws  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  pounces  upon  Cleve 

*  garrison  (prisoners,  with  their  furnitures),  pounces  upon  this 

*  and  that ;  "  spreads  terror^'  on  the  French  thereabouts  "  up  to 

*  Diisseldorf  and  Koln," — and  on  Broglio  himself,  so  far  off,  the 

*  due  astonishment.     "  Wesel  to  be  snatched, — ye  Heavens  I 

*  Our  Netherlands  road  cut  off :  Diisseldorf,  Kohi,  our  Rhine 

*  Magazines,  all  and  sundry,  fallen  to  the  hawks, — who,  the 

*  lighter-winged  of  them,  might  pay  visits  in  France  itself  I" 

*  Broglio  has  to  suspend  his  Gottingen  operations,  and  detach 

*  Marquis  de  Castries  with  (say  ultimately,  for  Castries  is  to 
'  grow  and  gather  by  the  road)  35,000,  to  relieve  Wesel.  Ca*- 
^  tries  marches  double-quick ;  weather  very  rainy ; — arrives  in 

*  those  parts,  October  Idth; — ^hardly  a  gun  from  Bielefeld  come 

*  to  hand  yet,  Erbprinz  merely  filling  men  with  terror.    And  so, 

^  October  lithy  after  two  weeks  and  a  day,  the  Hereditary 
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^  Prinoe  sees^  not  guns  from  Bielefeld,  but  Castries  pushing  into 
^  Wesel  a  7,000  of  additional  garrison, — and  the  Enterprise  on 
^  Wesel  grown  impossible.  Impossible,  and  probably  far  more ; 
'  Castries  in  a  condition  to  devour  us,  if  he  prove  sharp.  It 
'behoves  the  Hereditaiy  Prince  to  be  himself  sharp; — in^hich 
'  he  imdoubtedly  was,  in  this  sharp  crisis.  Next  day,  our  Erb- 
'  prinz,  taking  survey  of  Castries  in  his  strong  ground  of  Kloster 

*  Kampen,  decides,  like  a  gallant  fellow,  to  attack  him; — ^and 

*  straightway  does  it.    Bredcs,  that  same  night  (October  15th- 

*  16th,  1760),  stealthily,  through  woods  and  with  precautions,  into 
'  Castries'  Post; — ^intending  surprisal,  and  mere  ruin  to  Castries. 
'  And  there  ensued,  not  the  Surprised  as  it  turned  out,  but  the 
'  Battk  of  Kloster  Kampen;  which  again  proved  unsuccessful,  or 

*  only  half  successful,  to  the  Hereditary  Prince.  A  many-winged, 

*  intricate  Night-Battle ;  to  be  read  of  in  Books.    This  is  where 

*  the  Chevalier  D'Assas,  he  or  Somebody,  gave  the  alarm  to  the 

*  Castries  people  at  the  expense  of  his  life.     "  A  moiy  Aucergney 

*  Ho,  Auvergne  T  shouted  D'Assas  (if  it  was  D'Assas  at  all), 
'  when  the  stealthy  English  came  upon  him ;  who  was  at  once 
'  cut  down."     It  is  certain,  Auvergne  gave  fire ;  awoke  Castries 

*  bodily;  and  saved  him  from  what  was  otherwise  inevitable. 
'  Surprise  now  there  was  none  farther;  but  a  complex  Fight, 
^  managed  in  the  darkness  with  uncommon  obstinacy ;  ending 
^  in  withdrawal  of  the  Erbprinz,  as  from  a  thing  that  could  not 
'  be  done.   His  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was  1,638 ; 

>^  PtetUB  (ii.  270  n.)  assertfl  it  to  be  proved,  in  ^Miscellen  aus  den 
neuesten  ausl&ndUcken  LitUratur  (1824,  No.  3,  p.  409)/  a  Book  which  none 
of  US  ever  saw,  ^That  the  real  hero*  (equal  to  a  Roman  Decius  or  more) 
'  was  not  Captain  D'Aflsas,  of  the  Begiment  Auvergne,  but  a  poor  Private 
'  Soldier  of  it,  called  DuboisM — Is  not  this  a  strange  turn,  after  such  be- 
petmomng^  be-painting,  singing  and  celebrating,  as  rose  upon  poor  D^Assas, 
or  the  Family  of  D'Aflsas,  twenty  years  afterwarda  (1777-1790)  I— Both 
Dubois  and  D^Assas,  I  conclude,  lay  among  the  slain  at  Kloster  Kampen,. 
nknt  they  forever : — and  a  painful  doubt  does  rise,  As  to  the  miraculous 
operation  of  Posthumous  Bumour  and  Wonder ;  and  Whether  there  was 
any  'miracle  of  heroism,*  or  other  miracle  at  all,  and  not  rather  a  poor 
nocturnal  accident,— poor  sentry  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  shrieking  out,. 
on  apparition  of  the  stealthy  Ei^liah,  **Ho^  Auvergne,  helpP  probably 
ftring  withal;  and  getting  killed  in  oonseqoenoe?    Aon MMCrvm  wt 
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'  that  of  Castries,  by  his  own  coontuig,  2,036 :  but  Kloster  Kam- 
'  pen,  in  the  wide-awake  state,  could  not  be  won. 

^  During  the  Fight,  the  Erbprinz's  Ehine-Bridge  had  burst  in 
^  two :  his  ammunition  was  running  short ; — and,  it  would  seem, 
'  there  is  no  retreat,  either  I  The  Erbprinz  put  a  bold  face  on 
^  the  matter,  stood  to  Castries  in  a  threatening  attitude ;  man- 

*  (Buvered  skilfully  for  two  days  longer,  face  still  to  Castries,  till 

*  the  Bridge  was  got  mended;  then,  night  of  October  18th-19th, 
^  crossed  to  his  own  side ;  gathered  up  his  goods ;  and  at  a  deli- 

*  berate  pace  marched  home,  on  those  terms ; — doing  some  useful 

*  fighting  by  the  road.**' 

Had  lost  nothing,  say  his  admirers,  'but  one  cannon,  which 
burst.*  One  burst  cannon  left  on  the  field  of  Kloster  Kampen ; — 
but  abo^  as  we  see,  his  errand  along  with  it ;  and  1,600  good 
fighters  lost  and  burst :  which  was  more  important  I  Criticisms 
there  were  on  it  in  England,  perhaps  of  the  wnwise  sort  gene- 
rally ;  sorrow  in  the  highest  quarter.  "  An  unaccountable  expe- 
"  dition,**  Walpole  calls  it,  "on  which  Prince  Ferdinand  suddenly 
"  dispatched  his  Nephew,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  force, 
**  towards  the  frontiers  of  Holland,'* — merely  to  see  the  countrj- 
there? — ^"  which  occasioned  much  solicitude  in  England,  as  the 
"Main  Army,  already  unequal  to  that  of  France,  was  thus 
"  rendered  much  weaker.  King  George  felt  it  ynth  much  anx- 
"iety."*^  An  unaccountable  Enterprise,  my  poor  Gazetteer 
friends, — ^veiy  evidently  an  unsuccessful  one,  so  far  as  Wesel 
went.  Many  English  fallen  in  it,  too:  "the  English  showed 
here  again  a  ganz  ausnehmende  Tapferkeit^  says  Mauvillon ;  and 
probably  their  share  of  the  loss  was  proportionate. 

Cleariy  enough  there  is  no  Wesel  to  be  had.  Neither  could 
Broglio,  though  disturbed  in  his  Gottingen  fortifyings  and  opera- 
tions, be  ejected  out  of  Gottingen.  Ferdinand,  on  failure  of 
Wesel,  himself  marched  to  Gottingen,  and  tried  for  some  days ; 
but  found  he  could  not,  in  such  weather,  tear  out  that  firmly- 
rooted  French  Post,  but  must  be  content  to  "mask  it,"  for  the 
present;  and,  this  done^  withdrew  (December  13th)  to  his  win- 
it  MaaTillon,  iL  120-129 ;  Tempelhof,  ii.  325>332. 
^  WalpofolB  Q€org€  Second,  iii  299. 
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ter-quarters  near  by,  as  did  Broglio  to  his, — about  the  time 
Friedrich  and  Daon  had  finally  settled  in  theirs. 

Ferdinand's  Campaigns  henceforth,  which  turn  all 
on  the  defence  of  Hanover,  are  highly  recommended  to 
professional  readers;  but,  to  the  laic  sort,  do  not  prove 
interesting  in  proportion  to  the  trouble.  In  fact,  the 
huge  War  henceforth  begins  everywhere,  or  everywhere 
except  in  Pitt's  department  of  it,  to  bum  lower,  like  a 
lamp  with  the  oil  getting  done;  and  has  less  of  bril- 
liancy than  formerly.  "  Let  us  try  for  Hanover,"  the 
Belleisles,  Choiseuls,  and  wise  French  heads  had  said 
to  themselves:  "Canada,  India,  everything  is  lost;  but 
were  dear  Hanover  well  in  our  clutch,  Hanover  would 
be  a  remedy  for  many  things !"  Through  the  remaining 
Campaigns,  as  in  this  now  done,  that  is  their  fixed  plan. 
Ferdinand,  by  unwearied  effort,  succeeded  in  defending 
Hanover, — ^nothing  of  it  but  that  inconsiderable  slice 
or  skirt  round  Gottingen,  which  they  kept  long,  could 
ever  be  got  by  the  French.  Ferdinand  defended  Han- 
over; and  wore  out  annually  the  big  French  Armies 
which  were  missioned  thither,  as  in  the  spasm  of  an 
expiring  last  effort  by  this  poor  hag-ridden  France, — at 
an  expense  to  her,  say,  of  50,000  men  per  year.  Which 
was  good  service  on  Ferdinand's  part;  but  done  less 
and  less  in  the  shining  or  universally  notable  way. 

So  that  with  him  too  we  are  henceforth,  thank 
Heaven,  permitted  and  even  bound  to  be  brief.  Hardly 
above  two  Battles  more  from  him,  if  even  two : — ^and 
mostly  the  wearied  Reader's  imagination  left  to  con- 
ceive for  itself  those  intricate  strategies,  and  endless 
manoeuverings  on  the  Diemel  and  the  Dill,  on  the  Ohm 
River  and  the  Schwalm  and  the  Lippe,  or  wherever 
they  may  be,  with  small  help  from  a  wearied  Editor! — 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

WINTER-QUAKTERS  1760-61. 

A  MELANCHOLY  little  event,  which  afterwards  proved 
unexpectedly  unfortunate  for  Friedrich,  had  happened 
in  England,  ten  days  before  the  Battle  of  Torgau. 
Saturday,  25th  October  1760,  George  II.,  poor  old 
gentleman,  suddenly  died.  He  was  in  his  77th  year; 
feeble,  but  not  feebler  than  usual, — ^unless,  perhaps,  the 
unaccountable  news  from  Eloster  Kampen  may  have 
been  too  agitating  to  the  dim  old  mind?  On  the  Mon- 
day of  this  week  he  had,  *  from  a  tent  in  Hyde  Park,'  pre- 
sided at  a  Review  of  dragoons;  and  on  Thursday,  as  his 
Coldstream  Guards  were  on  march  for  iPortsmouth  and 
foreign  service,  Svas  in  his  Portico  at  Kensington  to 
see  them  pass;' — ^fiill  of  zeal  always  in  regard  to  mili- 
tary matters,  and  to  this  War  in  particular.  Saturday, 
by  simrise  he  was  on  foot;  took  his  cup  of  chocolate; 
inquired  about  the  wind,  and  the  chances  of  mails 
arriving;  opened  his  window,  said  he  would  have  a 
turn  in  the  Gardens,  the  morning  being  so  fine.  It 
was  now  between  7  and  8.  The  Valet  then  withdrew 
with  the  chocolate  apparatus;  but  had  hardly  shut  the 
door,  when  he  heard  a  deep  sigh,  and  fall  of  some- 
thing,—  "billet  of  wood  from  the  fire?"  thought  he; — 
upon  which,  hunying  back,  he  found  it  was  the  King, 
who  had  dropt  from  his  seat,  '  as  if  in  attempting  to 
ring  the  bell.'  King  said  faintly,  "  Call  Amelia,"  and 
instantly  died.     Poor  deaf  Amelia  (Friedrich's  old  love. 
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now  grown  old  and  deaf)  listened  wildly  for  some 
faint  sound  from  those  lips  now  mute  forever.  George 
Second  was  no  more;  his  grandson  George  Third  was 
now  King.^ 

Intrinsically  taken,  this  seemed  no  very  great  event 
for  Friedrich,  for  Pitt,  for  England  or  mankind :  but  it 
proved  otherwise.  The  merit  of  this  poor  King  de- 
ceased, who  had  led  his  Nation  stumbling  among  the 
chimney-pots  at  such  a  rate  in  these  mad  (jerman  Wars 
for  Twenty  Years  past,  was,  That  he  did  now  stand 
loyal  to  the  Enterprise,  now  when  it  had  become  sane 
indeed ;  now  when  the  Nation  was  broad  awake,  and 
«  Captain  had  risen  to  guide  it  out  of  that  perilous 
posture,  into  never-expected  victory  and  triumph !  Poor 
old  George  had  stood  by  his  Pitt,  by  his  Ferdinand, 
with  a  perfect  loyalty  at  all  turns;  and  been  devoted, 
heart  and  soul  and  breeches-pocket,  to  completely  beat- 
ing Bourbon's  oppressive  ideas  out  of  Bourbon's  head. 
A  little  fact,  but  how  important,  then  and  there !  Under 
the  Successor,  all  this  may  be  dijfferent : — ^ghastly  beings, 
Old  Tutors,  Favourites,  Mother's-Favourites,  flit,  as  yet 
invisible,  on  the  new  back-stairs; — should  Bute  and 
Company  get  into  the  fore-ground,  people  will  then 
know  how  important  it  was.     Walpole  says : 

*The  Yorkes'  (Ex-Chancellor  Hardwicke  people)  ^had  long 
^  distasted  this  War :'  yes,  and  been  painfully  obliged  to  hold 
their  tongues :  ^but  now,'  vathin  a  month  or  so  of  the  old  King^s 
death,  *  there  was  published,  under  Lord  Hardwicke's  counte- 
*  nance,  a  Tract  setting  forth  the  burden  and  ill-policy  of  oiu* 
^  Gennan  measures.  It  was  called  Considerations  on  the  German 
^  War;  was  ably  written,  and  changed  many  men's  minds.'  This 
is  the  famous  "  Mauduit  Pamphlet :"  first  of  those  small  stones, 
from  the  sling  of  Opposition  not  obliged  to  be  dormant,  which 
are  now  be^nning  to  rattle  on  Pitt's  Olympian  Dwelling-place, 
>  Old  Newspapers  (in  GentlemarCs  Magazine^  xxx.  486-88). 
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— high  really  as  Olympus,  in  comparison  with  others  of  the 
kind,  but  which  unluckily  is  made  of  glass  like  the  rest  of  them  I 
The  slinger  of  this  first  resounding  little  missile,  Walpole  informs 
us,  was  *  one  Mauduit,  formerly  a  Dissenting  Teacher,* — son  of  a 
Dissenting  Minister  in  Bermondsey,  I  hear,  and  perhaps  himself 
once  a  Preacher,  but  at  present  concerned  with  Factorage  of 
Wool  on  the  great  scale;  got  soon  afterwards  promoted  to  be 
Head  of  the  Customhouse  in  Southampton,  so  lovely  did  he  seem 
to  Bute  and  Company.     '  How  agreeable  his  politics  were  to  the 

*  interior  of  the  Court,  soon  appeared  by  a  place'  (Southampton 
Customhouse)  *  being  bestowed  on  him  by  Lord  Bute.'  A  f oiv 
tunate  Mauduit,  yet  a  stupidly  tragical;  had  such  a  destiny  in 
English  History  1  Hear  Walpole  a  little  farther,  on  Mauduit, 
and  on  other  things  then  resonant  to  Arlington  Street  in  a  way 
of  their  own,     *  To  Sir  Horace  Mann!  (at  Florence) : 

^November  Uth,  ITBC  (tenth  night  after  Torgau).  *  *  ^  We 

*  are  all  in  guns  and  bonfires  for  an  unexpected  victory  of  the 
^  King  of  Prussia  over  Daim ;  but  as  no  particulars  are  yet 
'  arrived,  there  are  doubters.' 

^December  5^1760.    I  have  received  the  samples  of  broca- 

*  della.'     ♦     ♦     <  I  shall  send  you  a  curious  Pamphlet,  the  only 

*  work  I  almost  ever  knew  that  changed  the  opinions  of  many. 

*  It  is  called  Consideratians  on  the  Present  German  War^  and  is 

*  written  by  a  wholesale  Woollen-Draper^  (connected  with  Wool, 
in  some  way;  "Factor  at  Blackwell Hall,"  if  that  mean  Draper: 
— and  a  growing  man  ever  after ;  came  to  be  "  Agent  for  Mas- 
sachusetts," on  the  Boston- Tea  occasion,  and  again  did  Tracts; 
was  "  President  of  the" — ^in  short,  was  a  conspicuous  Fice-presi- 
dent,  so  let  us  define  him,  of  The  general  Anti-Penalty  or  Life- 
made-Soft  Association,  with  Cause  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty 
all  over  the  World,  and  such  like ;  and  a  Mauduit  comfortably 
resonant  in  that  way  till  he  died') ;  *  but  the  materials  are  sup- 

*  posed  to  be  furnished  by  the  faction  of  the  Yorkes.     The  con 

'  firmation  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  victory  near  Torgau  does 

*  ^'  London :  Printed  for  John  Witkie,  at  the  Bible,  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
jard,  1761,'*  adds  my  poor  Copy  (a  frugal  12mo,  of  pp.  144),  not  adding  of 
what  edition. 

*  Chalmers,  Biog,  Dictionary  ;  Nichols,  Literary  Anecdotes;  &c  &c. 
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^  not  prevent  the  disciples  of  the  Pamphlet  from  thinking  that 

*  the  best  thing  which  could  happen  for  us  would  be  to  have 
^  that  Monarch's  head  shot  off/     (Hear,  hear !) — 

^  There  are  Letters  from  the  Hague'  (what  foolish  Letters  do 
fly  about,  my  friend  1),  *  that  say  Daun  is  dead  of  his  wounds.  If 
^  he  is,  I  shall  begin  to  believe  that  the  King  of  Prussia  will  end 

*  successfully  at  last.'  (Oh  1)  *  It  has  been  the  fashion  to  ciy 
^  down  Daun ;  but,  as  much  as  the  King  of  Prussia  may  admire 

*  himself  (does  immensely,  according  to  our  Selwyn  informations), 
^  I  dare  say  he  would  have  been  glad  to  be  matched  with  one 
^  much  more  like  himself  than  one  so  opposite  as  the  MarshaL' 

^January  2rf,  1761.     The  German  War  is  not  so  popular  as 

*  you  imagine,  either  in  the  Closet  or  in  the  Nation.'^  (Enough, 
enough.) 

The  Mauduit  Pamphlet,  which  then  produced  such  an 
effect,  is  still  to  be  met  in  old  Collections  and  on  Book- 
stalls; but  produces  little  save  weariness  to  a  modem 
reader.  *  Hanover  not  in  real  danger,'  argues  he ;  *  if 
'  the  French  had  it,  would  not  they,  all  Europe  ordering 

*  them,  have  to  give  it  up  again?'  Give  it  up,^-^raft5,  or 
in  return  for  Canada  and  Pondichery,  Mauduit  does  not 
say.  Which  is  an  important  omission !  But  Mauduit's 
grand  argument  is  that  of  expense ;  firightful  outlay  of 
money,  aggravated  by  ditto  mismanagement  of  same. 

A  War  highly  expensive,  he  says — (and  the  truth  is, 
Pitt  was  never  stingy  of  money :  "  Nearly  the  one  thing 
we  have  in  any  plenty;  be  frank  in  use  of  that,  in  an 
Enterprise  so  ill  provided  otherwise,  and  involving  life 
and  death !"  thinks  Pitt) ; — '  dreadfully  expensive,'  urges 
Mauduit,  and  gives  some  instances  of  Commissariat 
moneys  signally  wasted, — not  by  Pitt,  but  by  the  stu- 
pidity of  Pitt's  War  Offices,  Commissariat  Offices,  Offices 
of  all  kinds;  not  to  be  cured  at  once  by  any  Pitt: — 
How  magazines  of  hay  were   shipped  and  re-shipped, 

*  Walpole,  Letters  to  Sir  Horace  Mann  (Lend.  1843),  i.  6,  7. 
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carried  hither,  thither,  up  this  river,  down  that  (nobody 
knowing  where  the  war-horses  would  be  that  were  to 
eat  it) ;  till  at  length,  when  it  had  reached  almost  the 
value  of  bohea  tea,  tke  right  place  of  it  was  found  to  be 
Emden  (nearest  to  Britain  jfrom  the  first,  had  one  but 
known),  and  not  a  horse  would  now  taste  it,  so  spoiled 
was  the  article  ;  all  horses  snorted  at  it,  as  they  would 
have  done  at  bohea,  never  so  expensive.^  These  things 
are  incident  to  British  warfare ;  also  to  Swedish,  and  to 
all  warfares  that  have  their  War  Offices  in  an  imaginary 
state, — state  much  to  be  abhorred  by  every  sane  crea- 
ture; but  not  to  be  mended  all  at  once  by  the  noblest 
of  men,  into  whose  hands  they  are  suddenly  thrust  for 
saving  his  Nation.  Conflagration  to  be  quenched;  and 
your  buckets  all  in  hideous  leakage,  like  buckets  of  the 
Danaides: — your  one  course  is,  ply  them,  pour  with 
them,  such  as  they  are. 

Mauduit  points  out  farther  the  enormous  fortunes 
realised  by  a  swindling  set  of  Army-Furnishers,  He- 
brews mainly,  and  imbeautiful  to  look  on.  Alas,  yes; 
this  too  is  a  thing  incident  to  the  case ;  and  in  a  degree 
to  all  such  cases,  and  situations  of  sudden  crisis ; — have 
not  we  seen  Jew  Ephraim  growing  rich  by  the  copper 
money  even  of  a  Friedrich?  Christian  Protestants  there 
are,  withal,  playing  the  same  game  on  a  larger  scale. 
Herr  Schimmelmann  ("iltfbuWy-man")  the  Dane,  for  in- 
stance,— Dane  or  Holsteiner, — ^is  coining  false  money  for 
a  Duke  of  Holstein-Plon,  who  has  not  a  Seven- Years 
War  on  his  hands.  Diligently  coining,  this  Mouldy 
Individual ;  still  more  successfully,  is  trading  in  Fried- 
rich's  Meissen  China  (bought  in  the  cheapest  market, 
sold  in  the  dearest) ;  has  at  Hamburg  his  "  Auction  of 

*  Mandnit  (towards  the  end)  has  a  stoiy  of  that  tenor, — ^particulars 
not  worth  verifying. 

VOL.  VI.  L 
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Meissen  Porcelain,"  steadily  going  on,  as  a  new  com- 
mercial institution  of  that  City; — and,  in  short,  by 
assiduously  labouring  in  such  harvest-fields,  gathers  a 
colossal  fortune,  100,000/.,  300,000/.,  or  I  will  not  re- 
member what.  Gets  "  ennobled,"  furthermore,  by  a 
Danish  Government  prompt  to  recognise  human  merit : 
Elephant  Order,  Dannebrog  Order ;  no  Order  good 
enough  for  this  Mouldjman  of  merit  ;^ — and  is,  so  far  as 
I  know,  begetting  "  Nobles,"  that  is  to  say,  Vice-Kings 
and  monitory  Exemplars,  for  the  Danish  People,  to  this 
day.     Let  us  shut  down  the  iron  lid  on  aU  that. 

Mauduit's  Pamphlet,  if  it  raised  in  the  abhorrent 
unthinkmg  English  mind  some  vague  notion,  as  pro- 
bably it  did,  that  Pitt  was  responsible  for  these  things, 
or  was  in  a  sort  the  cause  or  author  of  them^  might 
produce  some  effect  against  him.  '*'  What  a  splash  is 
this  you  are  making,  you  Great  Commoner;  wetting 
everybody's  feet, — as  our  Mauduit  proves; — ^while  the 
Conflagration  seems  to  be  going  out,  if  you  let  it  alone  V^ 
For  the  heads  of  men  resemble — My  friend,  I  will  not 
tell  you  what  they,  in  multitudinous  instances,  resemble. 

But  thus  has  woollen  Mauduit,  from  his  private 
camp  ('  Clement's  Lane,  Lombard  Street,'  say  the  Dic- 
tionaries), shot,  at  a  very  high  object,  what  pigeon's- 
egg  or  small  pebble  he  had ;  the  first  of  many  such 
that  took  that  aim ;  with  weak  though  loud-sounding 
impact,  but  with  results — ^results  on  King  Friedrich  in 
particular,  which  were  stronger  than  the  Cannonade  of 
Torgau!  As  will  be  seen.  For  within  year  and  day, 
— Mauduit  and  Company  making  their  noises  from  with- 
out, and  the  Butes  and  Hardwickes  working  incessantly 
with  such  rare  power  of  leverage  and  screwage  in  the 
interior  parts, — a  certain  Quasi-0l3anpian  House,  made 
•  PreuBB,  ii  391,  282,  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  VI]  WINTEB-QUABTEBS  1760-61.  147 

Dec  1760— April  1761. 

of  glass,  will  lie  in  sherds,  and  the  ablest  and  noblest 

man  in  England  see  himself  forbidden  to  do  England 

any  service  fiarther:  "  Not  needed  more,  Sir!     Go  you, 

— and  look  at  tis  for  the  remainder  of  your  life !" 

King  Friedrich  in  the  Apd  House  at  Leipzig  (8th 
December  1760— 17th  March  1761). 

Friedrich's  Winter  in  the  Apel  House  at  Leipzig  is 
of  cheerfuller  character  than  we  might  imagine.  End- 
less sore  business  he  doubtless  has,  of  recruiting,  finan- 
ciering,  watching  and  providing,  which  grows  more  dif- 
ficult year  by  year;  but  he  has  subordinates  that  work 
to  his  signal,  and  an  organised  machinery  for  business 
such  as  no  other  man.  And  solacements  there  are  withal : 
his  Books  he  has  about  him;  welcomer  than  ever  in 
such  seasons:  Friends  too, — he  is  not  solitary;  nor 
neglectful  of  resources.  Faithful  D'Argens  came  at 
once  (stayed  till  the  middle  of  March)^:  D'Argens, 
Quintus  Icilius,  English  Mitchell;  these  three  almost 
daily  bore  him  company.  TiU  the  middle  of  January, 
also,  he  had  his  two  Nephews  with  him  (Sons  of  his 
poor  deceased  Brother,  the  late  tragic  Prince  of  Prussia), 
— the  elder  of  whom,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  became  King 
afterwards ;  the  second,  Henri  by  name,  died  suddenly  of 
small-pox  within  about  seven  years  hence,  to  the  King's 
deep  and  sore  grief,  who  liked  him  the  better  of  the 
two.  Their  ages  respectively  are  now  about  16  and  14.^ 
Their  appetite  for  dancing,  and  their  gay  young  ways, 

'  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xix.  212, 213.  Sends  a  Courier  to  conduct  D*Ar- 
gmia  ^for  December  8th ;'  '  21st  March/  D'Argens  is  back  at  Beriin. 

•  Henri,  bom  30th  December  1747,  died  26th  May  1767  ;— Friedrich 
Wilhehn,  afterwards  Friedrich  Wilhelm  II.  (sometimes  called  Der  Dicke, 
The  Big),  bom  25th  December  1744  ;  Bang,  17th  August  1786  ;  died  16th 
Korember  1797. 
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are  pleasant  now  and  afterwards  to  the  old  Uncle  in  his 
grim  element.^ 

Music,  too,  he  had;  daily  evening  Concert,  though 
from  himself  there  is  no  fluting  now.  One  of  his  Berlin 
Concert  people  who  had  been  sent  for,  was  Fasch,  a 
virtuoso  on  I  know  not  what  instrument, — ^but  a  man 
given  to  take  note  of  things  about  him.  Fasch  was 
painfully  surprised  to  see  his  King  so  altered  in  the 
interim  past:  *  bent  now,  sunk  into  himself,  grown  old; 

*  to  whom  these  five  years  of  war-tumult  and  anxiety, 
'  of  sorrow  and  hard  toil,  had  given  a  dash  of  gloomy 

*  seriousness  and  melancholy,  which  was  in  strong  con- 
'  trast  with  his  former  vividly  bright  expression,  and 

*  was  not  natural  to  his  years. '^^ 

From  D'Argens  there  is  one  authentic  Anecdote, 
worth  giving.  One  evening  D'Argens  came  to  him ; 
entering  his  Apartment,  found  him  in  a  situation  very 
unexpected ;   which  has   been  memorable  ever  since. 

*  One  evening'  (there  is  no  date  to  it,  except  vaguely, 
as  above,  December  1760 — March  1761),  *  D'Argens, 
'  entering   the   King's   Apartment,   found  him    sitting 

*  on  the  ground  with  a  big  platter  of  fried  meat,  from 

*  which  he  was  feeding  his  dogs.  He  had  a  little  rod, 
*with  which  he  kept  order  among  them,  and  shoved 

*  the  best  bits  to  his  favourites.  The  Marquis,  in  asto- 
*nishment,  recoUed  a  step,  struck  his  hands  together, 

*  and  exclaimed :  "  The  Five  Great  Powers  of  Europe, 
*who  have  sworn  alliance,  and  conspired  to  imdo  the 

*  Marquis  de  Brandebourg,  how  might  they  puzzle  their 

*  heads  to  guess  what  he  is  now  doing !    Scheming  some 

*  dangerous  plan  for  the  next  Campaign,  think  they; 

*  collecting  funds  to  have  money  for  it ;  studying  about 


•  Letters,  &c.  in  SchJuning. 

"  Zelter's  Life  of  Fasch  (cited  in  Preu88j  ii.  278). 
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*  magazines  for  man  and  horse ;  or  he  is  deep  in  nego- 

*  tiations  to  divide  his  enemies,  and  get  new  allies  for 
'himself?  Not  a  bit  of  all  that.  He  is  sitting  peace- 
'  ably  in  his  room,  and  feeding  his  dogs !"  '^^ 

Interview  with  Herr  Professor  Gdlert  (Thursday, 
18th  December  1760). 

Still  more  celebrated  is  the  Interview  with  Gellert; 
though  I  cannot  say  it  is  now  more  entertaining  to  the 
ingenuous  mind.  One  of  Friedrich's  many  Interviews, 
this  Winter,  with  the  Learned  of  Leipzig  University ; 
for  he  is  a  born  friend  of  the  Muses  so-caUed,  and  never 
neglects  an  opportunity.  Wonderful  to  see  how,  in 
such  an  environment,  in  the  depths  of  mere  toil  and 
tribulation,  with  a  whole  breaking  world  lying  on  his 
shoulders,  as  it  were, — ^he  always  shows  such  appetite 
for  a  snatch  of  talk  with  anybody  presumably  of  sense, 
and  knowledge  on  something ! 

This  Winter,  say  the  Books,  *  he  had,  in  vacant  in- 

*  tervals,  a  great  deal  of  communing  with  the  famed  of 

*  Leipzig  University;'  this  or  other  famed  Professor, — 
Winkler,  Emesti,  Gottsched  again,  and  others,  coming 
to  give  account,  each  for  himself,  of  what  he  professed 
to  be  teaching  in  the  world :  '  on  the  Natural  Sciences, 

*  more   especially  the   Moral ;    on  Libraries,  on  Rare 

*  Books.  Gottsched  was  able  to  satisfy  the  King  on 
'one   point;   namely.  That  the  celebrated  passage  of 

*  St.  John's  Gospel — "  There  are  Three  that  -bear  record!^ 

*  — ^was  not  in  the  famous  Manuscript  of  the  Vienna 
'  Library ;  Gottsched  having  himself  examined  that  im- 
'  portant  Codex^  and  found  in  the  text  nothing  of  said 

*  Passage,  but  merely,  written  on  the  margin,  a  legible 
'  intercalation  of  it,  in  Melanchthon's  hand.     Luther, 

"  Ptetws,  il  282. 
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*  in  his  Version,  never  had  it  at  all/^^  A  Gottsched  in- 
clined to  the  Socinian  view?  Not  the  least  consequence 
to  Friedrich  or  us !  Our  business  is  exclusively  with 
Gellert  here. 

^Readers  have  heard  of  Gellert;  there  are,  or  there  were, 
English  Writings  about  him,  Livesj  or  I  forget  what :  and  in 
his  native  Protestant  Saxony,  among  all  classes,  especially  the 
higher,  he  had,  in  those  years  and  onwards  to  his  death,  such 
'k  popularity  and  real  splendour  of  authority  as  no  man  before 
or  since.  Had  risen,  against  his  vdll  in  some  sort,  to  be  a  real 
Pope,  a  practical  Oracle  in  those  parts.  Li  his  modest  bachelor 
lodging'  (age  of  him  five-and-forty  gone)  *he  has  sheaves  of 
Letters  daily, — ^about  affairs  of  the  conscience,  of  the  li*>use- 
hold,  of  the  heart:  from  some  evangelical  young  lady,  for 
example,  "Shall  I  marry  Awn,  think  you,  O  my  Father?*'  and 
perhaps  from  her  Papa,  ^*  Shall  «Ae,  think  you,  O  my  ditto  I" — 
Sheaves  of  Letters :  and  of  oral  consulters  such  crowds,  that 
the  poor  Oracle  was  obliged  to  appoint  special  hours  for  that 
branch  of  his  business.  His  class-room  (he  lectures  on  Morals^ 
some  Tlieory  of  Moral  Sentimentj  or  suchlike)  is  crowded  with 
'^blue  uniforms"  (ingenuous  Prussian  Officers  eager  to  hear  a 
Gellert),  in  these  Winters.  Sugged  Hiilsen,  this  very  season, 
who  commands  in  Freyberg  Country,  alleviates  the  poor  village 
of  Hainichen  from  certain  official  inflictions,  and  bids  the  poor 
people  say,  "  It  is  because  Gellert  was  bom  among  you  T  Plainly 
the  Trismegistus  of  mankind  at  that  date: — who  is  now,  as 
usual,  become  a  surprising  Trismegistus  to  the  new  generations  I 
*  He  had  written  certain  thin  Books,  all  of  a  thin  languid 
nature;  but  rational,  clear;  especially  a  Book  of  Fables  in 
Versey  which  are  watery,  but  not  wholly  water,  and  have  still 
a  languid  flavour  in  them  for  readers.  His  Book  on  Letter^ 
writing  was  of  use  to  the  rising  generation,  in  its  time.  Clearly 
an  amiable,  ingenious,  correct,  altogether  good  man ;  of  pious 
mind, — ^and,  what  was  more,  of  strictly  orthodox,  according  to 
the  then  Saxon  standard  in  the  best  circles.  This  was  he  figure 
of  his  Life  for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  it ;  and  he  was  now  about 

»  ffelden-OeKkichU^  ti.  596. 
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'  the  middle  of  that  cnlminaring  period*    A  modest,  despondent 

^  kind  of  man,  given  to  indigestions,  dietetics,  hypochimdria :  ^'  of 

*  neat  figure  and  dress;  nose  hooked,  bnt  not  too  much;  eyeV 
^  monmfullj  blue  and  beautiful,  fine  cpen  brow;" — a  fine  coun- 
^  tenance,  and  fine  soul  of  its  sort,  poor  Gellert :  '^punctual  like 
^  the  church-clock  at  divine  service,  in  all  weathers."^^ 

'  A  man  of  some  real  intellect  and  melody ;  some,  by  no 
'  means  much;  who  was  of  amiable  meek  demeanour;  studious 
•^  to  (^end  nobody,  and  to  do  whatever  good  he  could  by  the 
*•  established  methods ; — and  wh|^,  what  was  the  great  secret  of 

*  his  success,  was  of  orthodoxy  perfect  and  eminent.     Whom, 
'^accordingly,  the  whole  world,  polite   Saxon  orthodox  world, 

'  hafled  as  its  Evangelist  and  Trismegistus.  Essentially  a  oom- 
^  monplace  man ;  but  who  employed  himself  in  beautifying  and 
^  Slmninating  the  commonplace  of  his  day  and  generation: — 

*  infinitely  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  generation*     "  How  charm- 

*  ing  that  you  should  make  thinkable  to  us,  make  vocal,  musical, 
'  and  comfortably  certain,  what  we  were  all  inclined  to  think;  you 
-^  creature  plainly  divine !"  And  the  homages  to  Gellert  were 
*•  unlimited  and  continual,  not  pleasant  all  of  them  to  an  idMsh 
^  man  in  weak  health. 

'Mitchell  and  Qnintus  IciUus,  who  are  often  urging  on  the 

*  King  that  a  new  German  Literature  is  springing  up^  of  far 
^  more  importance  than  the  King  thinks,  have  spoken  much  to  him 
^  of  Grellert  the  Trismegistus  ; — and,  at  length,  in  the  course  of  a 

*  ten  days  from  Friedrich's  arrival  here,  actual  Interview  ensues. 
'  The  DialogtMej  though  it  is  but  dull  and  watery  to  a  modem 
^  palate,  shall  be  given  entire,  for  the  sake  of  one  of  the  Interlo- 
'  cutors.  The  Report  of  it,  gleaned  gradually  from  Gellart  him- 
^  self,  and  printed,  not  long  afterwards,  from  his  manuscripts  or 
'those  of  others,  is  to  be  taken  as  perfectly  faithfuL*  Gdlert, 
'  writing  to  his  inquiring  Friend  Eabener  (a  then  celebrated 
^  Berlin  Wit),  describes,  from  Leiprig,  "  2»th  January  1760," 
'  or  about  six  wedcs  after  the  event :  ^  How,  one  day  about  the 
^  middle  of  Decemb^,  Quintns  Idlius  suddenly  came  to  my  poor 
^  Lodging  here,  to  carry  me  to  the  King."    Am  too  ill  to  go. 

"  J&cdflDS,  Ltsahm  DeHt$cher  Dkhier  und  FnmuikH  (Lupog,  1807), 
il  54-68  (§  Gellert). 
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'  Quintus  will  excuse  me  today ;  but  will  return  tomorrow,  when 
*  no  excuse  shall  avail.  Did  go  accordingly  next  day,  Thurs- 
^  day  18th  December,  4  o'clock  of  the  afternoon ;  and  continued 
'  till  a  quarter  to  6.  "  Had  nothing  of  fear  in  speaking  to  the 
"  King.  Recited  my  Maler  zu  Ailien^  King  said,  at  parting, 
'  he  would  send  for  me  again.  '^  The  English  Ambassador 
'  (Mitchell),  "  an  excellent  man,  was  probably  the  cause  of  the 
"  Kin^s  wish  to  see  me."  ....  "TheJKing  spoke  sometimes 
"  German,  sometimes  French ;  I  mostly  German.""  As  follows  : 

King.  «  Are  you  (£r)  the  Professor  GeUert  f  GellerfYea, 
"  Ihro  Majestdt:' 

King,  "  The  English  Ambassador  has  spoken  higlily  of  you 
"to  me.    Where  do  you  come  from?"  Gellert,  "From 

"  Hainichen,  near  Freyberg." 

King.  "  Have  not  you  a  brother  at  Freyberg!" 

Gellert.  "  Yea,  Ihro  MajeatdC 

King.  "  Tell  me  why  we  have  no  good  German  Authors." 

Major  Quintus  Idlius  (puts  in  a  word).  "  Your  Majesty,  you 
"  see  here  one  before  you ; — one  whom  ;the  French  themselves 
"  have  translated,  calling  him  the  German  La  Fontaine !" 

King.  "  That  is  much.     Have  you  read  La  Fontaine  ?" 

Gellert.  "  Yes,  your  Majesty ;  but  have  not  imitated :  I  am 
^'  original  (ich  bin  ein  Original)  J^ 

King.  "  Well,  this  is  one  good  Author  among  the  Grermans ; 
"  but  why  have  not  we  more  ?"  Gellert.  "  Your  Majesty 

"  has  a  prejudice  against  the  Germans." 

King.  "  No ;  I  can't  say  that  (Ndn ;  das  hann  ich  nicht  sagen).^ 

Gellert.  "  At  least,  against  G  erman  writers." 

King.  ^*  Well,  perhaps.  Why  have  we  no  good  Historians  I 
"  Why  does  no  one  imdertake  a  Translation  of  Tacitus  I" 

Gellert.  "Tacitus  is  difficult  to  translate;  and  the  French 
"  themselves  have  but  bad  Translations  of  him." 

King.  "That  is  true  {Da  hat  Er  Eechty 

Gellert.  "And,  on  the  whole,  various  reasons  may  be  given 
"  why  the  Germans  have  not  yet  distinguished  themselves  in 
"  every  kind  of  writing.    While  Arts  and  Sciences  were  in  their 

"  Gellerfa  Brief toechsel  mil  Demoiselle  Lucius  ;  herausgegehen  von  F,  A. 
Ebert  (Leipzig,  1823),  pp.  629,  631. 
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^'  flower  among  the  Greeks^  the  Romans  were  still  busy  in  War. 
"  Perhaps  this  is  the  Warlike  Era  of  the  Germans : — ^perhaps  also 
"  they  have  yet  wanted  Augustuses  and  Louis-Fourteenths !" 

Kmg.  "How,  would  you  wish  one  Augustus,  then,  for  all 
"Germany?"  Gellert.  "  Not  altogether  that ;  I  could  wish 

"  only  that  every  Sovereign  encouraged  men  of  genius  in  his 
"  own  country." 

£ing  (starting  a  new  subject).  "  Have  you  never  been  out  of 
"  Saxony?"  Gellert.  " I  have  been  in  Berlin." 

King.  "You  should  travel."  Gellert  '' Ihro  Majestdty 

"  for  that  I  need  two  things, — ^health  and  means." 

King.  "  What  is  your  complaint  ?  Js  it  die  gelehrte  Krankheit 
"  (Disease  of  the  Learned,"  Dyspepsia  so-called) ?  "I  have  my- 
"  self  suffered  from  that.  I  will  prescribe  for  you.  You  must 
"  ride  daily,  and  take  a  dose  of  rhubarb  every  week." 

Gellert,  ^^Acfty  Ihro  Majestdt:  if  the  horse  were  as  weak  as  I 
"  am,  he  would  be  of  no  use  to  me ;  if  he  were  stronger,  I  should 
"  be  too  weak  to  manage  him."  (Mark  this  of  the  Horse,  how- 
ever ;  a  tale  hangs  by  it.) 

King.  " Then  you  must  drive  out."  Gellert.  "For  that 

"  I  am  deficient  in  the  means." 

King.  "Yes,  that  is  true ;  that  is  what  Authors  (Gelehrte)  in 
"  DeutscUand  are  always  deficient  in.  I  suppose  these  are  bad 
'^  times,  are  not  they?"  Gellert.  ^'Ja  wohl;  and  if  your 

"  Majesty  would  grant  us  Peace  {den  Frieden  geben  wollten) — ^" 

Kng.  "  How  can  I  ?  Have  not  you  heard,  then  ?  There 
"  are  three  of  them  against  me  {Es  sindja  drei  wider  mich)  /" 

Gellert  "I  have  more  to  do  with  the  Ancients  and  their 
"  Histoiy  than  with  the  Modems." 

King  (changing  the  topic).  "  What  do  you  think,  is  Homer 
"  or  Virgil  the  finer  as  an  Epic  Poet?"  Gellert.  " Homer, 

"  as  the  more  original." 

King.  ''But  Virgil  is  much  more  polished  (viel polirter)." 
Gellert.  "  We  are  too  far  removed  from  Homer^s  times  to 
"  judge  of  his  language.     I  trust  to  QuinctiKan  in  that  respect, 
"  who  prefers  Homer." 

King.  "But  one  should  not  be  a  slave  to  the  opinion  of  the 
"Ancients."  Gellert.   "Nor  am  I  that.    I  follow  them 
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"^^  only  in  cases  where,  OYnng  to  the  distance,  I  caxmot  judge  for 
^^  myBelf  ." 

Major  IciliuB  (again  giving  a  slight  fillip  or  suggestion). 
**  He,"  the  Herr  Professor  here,  ^^has  also  treated  of  German 
^  Letter-writing^  and  has  published  spedmens." 

King.  "  So  ?  But  have  you  written  against  the  Cliancery  Style^ 
"  then"  (the  painfully  solemn  style,  of  ceremonial  and  circumlocu- 
tion ;  liCtters  written  so  as  to  be  mainly  wig  and  buckram)  f 

Gellert,  ''  Ach  joj  that  have  I,  Ihro  Majestdt .'" 

King.  ^*But  why  doesn't  it  change?  The  Devil  must  be  in 
"  it  (Es  ist  etwas  Verteufekes).  They  bring  me  whole  sheets  of 
^'  that  stuff,  and  I  can  make  nothing  of  it!"  GeHerL  ^^If 

*^  your  Majesty  cannot  alter  it,  stiU  less  can  I.  I  can  only  re- 
^^  commend,  where  you  command." 

King.  "  Can  you  repeat  any  of  your  FaUes  ?"  GeUert.  *^  I 
*'  doubt  it ;  my  memory  is  very  treacherous." 

King.  "  Bethink  you  a  little ;  I  will  walk  about"  (Gfellert  be- 
thinks him,  brow  puckered.  King,  seeing  the  brow  unpudcer 
itself).  "Well,  have  you  one?"  GeUert.  "Yes,  your  Ma- 

"jesty:  TTie  Painter.^  Gellert  recites  (*  voice  plsdntive  and 
hollow ;'  somewhat  preachy j  I  should  doubt,  but  not  cracked  or 
shrieky) ; — ^we  condense  him  into  prose  abridgment  for  English 
readers ;  German  can  look  at  the  bottom  of  the  page:^^ 

'* '  A  pmdent  Painter  in  Athens,  more  intent  on  excellence  than  on 

*  money,  had  done  a  God  of  War  ;  and  sent  for  a  real  Critic  to  give  him 

*  his  opinion  of  it.  On  siurey,  the  Critic  shook  his  head :  ^  Too  mach  Art 

*  visible  ;  won't  do,  my  friend  I*^  The  Painter  strove  to  think  otherwise ; 
^  an4  was  still  arguing,  when  a  young  CozcomV  {Gecky  Crawk)  'stept 

*  in  :  *'  Gods,  what  a  masterpiece  1^'  cried  he  at  the  first  glance  :  '*  Ah,  that 
*•  foot,  those  exquisitely-wrought  toe-nails ;  helm,  shield,  mail,  what  opu> 
'  lence  of  Art !"  The  scnrowful  Painter  looked  penitentially  at  the  real 
^  CritiG,  looked  at  his  brush ;  and  the  instant  this  Geek  was  gone,  struck 

*  out  his  God  of  War.'" 

King.  ''AndtheMorair 


-"  '^  Ein  kluger  Maler  m  Atken^  Und  bcU  tick  seine  Meinung  oms. 

Der  minder^  weil  man  ihn  hezahlte,  Der  Kermer  gagt  ihmfrei  keraus^ 

Ah  weil  er  Ehre  suchte^  maltey  Does  ihm  das  Bild  tucTU  gams  ge- 
Liess  einen  Kermer  einst  den  Mars  fallen  woUte^ 

im  Bilde  eeAn,  Und  dass  e«,  um  recht  sekdn  sm  $ein^ 
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GeUert  (stiU  redtLmg) : 

''  'When  the  Critic  does  not  hke  thy  Bit  of  Wiiting,  it  k  a  bad  iqgn  for 
'  thee ;  but  when  the  Fool  admires,  it  is  time  thou  at  once  strike  it  out.* " 

Eing.  "That  is  excellent;  very  fine  indeed.  You  have  a 
^  something  of  soft  and  flowing  in  your  verses ;  them  I  under- 
"  stand  altogether.  But  there  was  Gottsched,  one  day,  reading 
"  me  his  Translation  oflpMgAne;  I  had  the  French  Copy  in  my 
^  hand,  and  coidd  not  understand  a  word  of  him"  (a  Swan  of 
Saxony,  labouring  in  vain,  that  day) !  "  They  recommended  me 
**  another  Poet,  one  Peitsch"  (Herr  Peitsch  of  Konisberg,  Hof- 
rath,  Doctor  and  Professor  there,  Gottsched's  Master  in  Art; 
edited  by  Gottsched  thirty  years  ago ;  now  become  a  dumb  idol, 
though  at  one  time  a  god  confessed) ;  "him  I  flung  away." 

GeUert.  "  Ihro  Majestdty  him  I  also  fling  away." 

Sng.  "  Well,  if  I  continue  here,  you  must  come  again  often ; 
"  bring  your  Fables  with  you,  and  read  me  something." 

GeUert.  "  I  know  not  if  I  can  read  well ;  I  have  the  singing 
"  kind  of  tone,  native  to  the  Hill  Country." 

ISng.  "  Joj  like  the  Silesians.  No,  you  must  read  me  the 
**  Fables  yourself ;  they  lose  a  great  deal  otherwise.  Come  back 
*'soon.">«    (Eant  GeUert.) 


Weil  minder  Kunst  verratken  soUte,  Mars  lebt  durchau$  in  diesem  Bilde. 

Dtr  MaUr  toandte  vieles  ein;  Wie  viele  Kunsty  me  viele  Pracht, 

Der  Kenner  stritt  mil  ikm  aue  GrUn'  1st  in  dem  Helm  und  in  dem  Schiide, 

den,  [den.  Und  in  der  Riistung  angehracht  P 

Und  hmnt  ihn  dock  nicht  Uberwin-  Der  Maler  ward  heschdmt  gerUhret^ 

G letch  trcU  einjunger  Gech  herein^  Und  sah  den  Kenner  klagUch-an. 

Und  nahm  doe  Bild  in  Augenschein.  *  NuUj    sprach  «r,   ^  bin  ich  Uher- 
^  O,'  rief  er, '  bei  dem  ersien  Blieke,  fZhret  1 

Ihr  GdOer,  welch  ein  Meisteretucke  !  Ihr  haht  mir  nicht  zu  viel  geihan.* 

A  cA,  welcher  Fuse  I  O^wie  geschickt  Derjunge  Geek  tear  kaum  hinauSy 

Sind  nicht  die  Nagel  ausgedrUckt !  So  strkh  er  seinen  Kriegsgott  ausJ* 

MORAL. 

*^  Wenn  deine  Schrift  dem  Kenner      Doch,  wenn  sie  gar  des  Narren  Lob 
niehtgefaUi,  erh&U, 

So  ist  es  schon  ein  bosee  Zeichen;      So  ist  es  Zeit,  sie  ausxustreichen,^^ — 

(GeIlert*B  Werke :  Leipzig,  1840 :  L  135.) 
^  GeUerCs  Briefwechsel  mit  Demoiselle  Lucius  (airesdj  cited),  pp.  632 
etaeq. 
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KiTig  (to  Icilius,  as  we  learn  from  a  different  Eecord).  "  That 
is  quite  another  man  than  Gottsched !"  {Exeunt  omnes.) 

The  modest  Gellert  says  he  "  remembered  Jesus 
Sirach's  ad^dce,  Press  not  thyself  on  Kings^ — and  never 
came  back;"  nor  was  specially  sent  for,  in  the  hurries 
succeeding;  though  the  King  never  quite  forgot  him. 
Next  day,  at  dinner,  the  King  said,  "He  is  the  rea- 
"  sonablest  man  of  all  the  German  Literary  People, 
"  Cest  le  plus  raisonnable  de  tous  Us  Savans  AUemandsy 
And  to  Garve,  at  Breslau,  years  afterwards :  "  Gellert 
"  is  the  only  German  that  will  reach  posterity ;  his  de- 
"  partment  is  small,  but  he  has  worked  in  it  with  real 
"  felicity."  And  indeed  the  King  had,  before  that,  as 
practical  result  of  the  Gellert  Dialogue,  managed  to  set 
some  Berlin  Bookseller  upon  printing  of  these  eligible 
Fables^  "for  the  use  of  our  Prussian  Schools;"  in  which 
and  other  capacities  the  Fables  still  serve  with  accept- 
ance, there  and  elsewhere.  ^^ 

In  regard  to  Gellert's  Horse-exercise,  I  had  still  to 
remember  that  Gellert,  not  long  after,  did  get  a  Horse ; 
two  successive  Horses;  both  highly  remarkable.  The 
first  especially ;  which  was  Prince  Henri's  gift :  '  The 
*  Horse  Prince  Henri  had  ridden  at  the  Battle  of  Frey- 
^  berg'  (Battle  to  be  mentioned  hereafter) ; — quadruped 
that  must  have  been  astonished  at  itself!  But  a  pretty 
enough  gift  from  the  warlike  admiring  Prince  to  his 
dyspeptic  Great  Man.  This  Horse  having  yielded  to 
Time,  the  very  Kurfurst  (grandson  of  Polish  Majesty 
that  now  is)  sent  Gellert  another,  housing  and  furniture 
complete ;  mounted  on  which,  Gellert  and  it  were  among 
the  sights  of  Leipzig ; — ^well  enough  known  here  to  young 
Goethe,  in  his  College  days,  who  used  to  meet  the  great 
man  and  princely  horse,  and  do  salutation,  with  perhaps 
"  PteusB,  ii.  274. 
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some  twinkle  of  scepticism  in  the  comer  of  his  eye,^^ 
Poor  Gellert  fell  seriously  ill  in  December  1769;  to  the 
fear  and  grief  of  aU  the  world :  ^  estafettes  from  the  Kur- 
*  fiirst  himself  galloped  daily,  or  oftener,  from  Dresden 
'  for  the  sick  bulletin ;'  but  poor  Gellert  died,  all  the 
same  (13th  of  that  month);  and  we  have  (really  with 
pathetic  thoughts,  even  we)  to  bid  his  amiable  existence 
in  this  world,  his  bits  of  glories  and  him,  adieu  forever. 

Dialogue  with  General  Saldern  (in  the  Apel  House, 
Leipzig,  21st  January  1761). 

Four  or  five  weeks  after  this  of  Gellert,  Friedrich 
had  another  Dialogue,  which  also  is  partly  on  record, 
and  is  of  more  importance  to  us  here :  Dialogue  with 
Major-General  Saldern;  on  a  certain  business,  delicate, 
yet  profitable  to  the  doer, — ^nobody  so  fit  for  it  as  Sal- 
dern, thinks  the  Kiag.  Saldern  is  he  who  did  that 
extraordinary  feat  of  packing  the  wrecks  of  battle  on 
the  Field  of  Liegnitz ;  a  fine,  clear-flowing,  silent  kind 
of  man,  rapid  and  steady,  with  a  great  deal  of  methodic 
and  other  good  faculty  in  him, — more,  perhaps,  than 
he  himself  yet  knows  of.  Him  the  King  has  sent  for, 
this  morning;  and  it  is  on  the  business  of  Polish  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Hunting-Schloss  at  Hubertsbufg, — which 
is  a  thing  otherwise  worth  some  notice  from  us. 

For  three  months  long,  the  King  had  been  repre- 
senting, in  the  proper  quarters,  what  plunderings,  and 
riotous  and  even  disgusting  savageries,  the  Saxons  had 
perpetrated  at  Charlottenburg,  Schonhausen,  Friedrichs- 
feld,  in  October  last,  while  masters  there  for  a  few  days : 
but  neither  in  Reichs  Diet,  where  Plotho  was  eloquent, 

*•  Diehtung  und  Wahrheit,  Theil  ii.  Buch  6  (in  Goetbe^s  Werke,  xxv. 
51  et  seq.). 
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nor  elsewhere  by  the  Diplomatic  method,  could  he  get 
the  least  redress,  or  one  civil  word  of  regret.  From 
Polish  Majesty  himself,  to  whom  Friedrich  remonstrated 
the  matter,  through  the  English  Resident  at  Warsaw, 
Friedrich  had  expected  regret;  but  he  got  none.  Some 
think  he  had  hoped  that  Polish  Majesty,  touched  hy 
these  horrors  of  war,  and  by  the  reciprocities  evidently 
liable  to  follow,  might  be  induced  to  try  something  to- 
wards mediating  a  General  Peace :  but  Polish  Majesty 
did  not;  Polish  Majesty  answered  simply  nothing  at 
all,  nor  would  get  into  any  correspondence :  upon  which 
Friedrich,  possibly  a  little  piqued  withal,  had  at  length 
determined  on  retaliation. 

Within  our  cantonments,  reflects  Friedrich,  here  is 
Hubertsburg  Schloss,  with  such  a  hunting  apparatus  in 
and  around  it;  Polish  Majesty's  Hertzblatt  (^^hd  of  the 
hearty''  as  they  call  it;  breastbone,  at  least,  and  pit  of 
his  stomachy  which  inclines  to  nothing  but  hunting):: 
let  his  Hubertsburg  become  as  our  Charlottenburg  is; 
perhaps  that  will  touch  his  feelings !  Friedrich  had 
formed  this  resolution;  and,  Wednesday  January  21st, 
sends  for  Saldem,  one  of  the  most  exact,  deft-going,  and 
punctiliously  honourable  of  aU  his  Generals,  to  execute 
it.  Enter  Saldem  accordingly, — ^royal  Audience-room 
*  in  the  Apetsche  Haus^  New  Neumarkt,  No.  16,'  as 
above; — ^to  whom  (one  Kiister,  a  reliable  creature,  re- 
porting for  us  on  Saldem's  behalf)  the  King  says,  in 
the  distinct  slowish  tone  of  a  King  giving  orders : 

King.  "  Saldem,  tomorrow  morning  you  go"  {Er^  He  goes) 
^'  with  a  detachment  of  Infantry  and  Cavalry,  in  all  silence, 
'*  to  Hubertsburg ;  beset  the  Schloss,  get  all  the  furnitures  care-  . 
"  fully  packed  up  and  invoiced.  I  want  nothing  with  them ;  the 
"  money  they  bring  I  mean  to  bestow  on  our  Field  Hospitals, 
^  and  will  not  forget  you  in  disposing  of  it.'* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  VL]  ^VTERTER-QUABTERS  1760-61.  150 

21st  Jib.  176t 

*  Saldem,  usually  so  prompt  with  his  "Ja"  on  any  Order 
^  from  the  King  looks  embarrassed,  stands  silent^ — to  the  King's 
^  great  surprise ; — and  after  a  moment  or  two  says  : 

Salderru  "  Forgive  me,  your  Majesty :  but  this  is  contrary  to 
"  my  honour  and  my  oath.** 

Bjng  (still  in  a  calm  tone).  "  You  would  be  right  to  think 
**  so,  if  I  did  not  intend  this  desperate  method  for  a  good  object. 
^  Listen  to  me :  great  Lords  don't  feel  it  in  their  scalp  when 
^  their  subjects  are  torn  by  the  hair ;  one  has  to  grip  their  own 
"  locks,  as  the  only  way  to  give  them  pain.''  (*  These  last  woi-ds 
'  the  Eang  said  in  a  sharper  tone ;  he  again  made  his  apology  for 

*  the  resolution  he  had  formed ;  and  renewed  his  Order.     With 

*  the  modesty  usual  to  him,  but  also  with  manliness,  Saldem  re- 
'pKed:) 

Saldem.  "  Order  me,  your  Majesty,  to  attack  the  enemy  and 
"  his  batteries,  I  will  on  the  instant  cheerfully  obey :  but  against 
^  honour,  oath,  and  duty,  I  cannot,  I  dare  not !" 

^  The  King,'  with  voice  gradually  rising,  I  suppose,  ^  repeated 
^  his  demonstration  that  the  thing  was  proper,  necessary  in  the 
^  circumstances ;  but  Saldem,  true  to  the  inward  voice,  answered 
^steadily: 

Saldem.  "  For  this  conunission  your  Majesty  will  easily  find 
"  another  person  in  my  stead.** 

King  ('  whirling  hastily  round,  with  an  angry  countenance,' 
bat,  I  should  say,  an  admirable  preservation  of  his  dignity  in  such 
extreme  case).  '^Saldem,  Er  wiU  ntcht  reich  we^dertj — Saldem, 
^  you  refuse  to  become  rich."  And  exit^  leaving  Saldem  to  his 
own  stiff  courses**^ 

Nothing  remained  for  Saldem  but  to  fall  iU,  and  retire  from 
the  Service ;  which  he  did :  a  man  honourably  ruined,  thought 
eveiybody ; — ^which  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  by  and  by. 

This  surely  is  a  remarkable  Dialogue ;  far  beyond 
any  of  the  Gellert  kind.  An  absolute  King  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  of  such  a  type  in  both  characters, 
getting  flat  refusal  once  in  his  life  (this  once  only,  so  fer 

■*  Kusier,  Charakterzuge  dw  General-LieutenafU  v.  Saldem  (Berlin, 
1793),  p.  39-44. 
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as  I  know),  and  how  he  takes  it : — one  wishes  Kiister, 
or  somebody,  had  been  able  to  go  into  more  details ! — 
Details  on  the  Quintus-Icilius  procedure,  which  followed 
next  day,  would  also  have  been  rather  welcome,  had 
Kiister  seen  good.  It  is  well  known,  Quintus  Icilius 
and  his  Battalion,  on  order  now  given,  went  cheerfully, 
next  day,  in  Saldem's  stead.  And  sacked  Hubertsburg 
Castle,  to  the  due  extent  or  farther:  100,000  thalers 
(15,000Z.)  were  to  be  raised  from  it  for  the  Field-Hos- 
pital behoof;  the  rest  was  to  be  Quintus's  own;  who,  it 
was  thought,  made  an  excellent  thing  of  it  for  himself. 
And  in  hauling  out  the  furnitures,  especially  in  selling 
them,  Quintus  having  an  enterprising  sharp  head  in  trade 
affairs,  'it  is  certain,'  says  Kiister,  as  says  everybody, 

*  various  Schdndlichkeiten  (scandals)  occurred,  which 
'  were  contrary  to  the  King's  intention,  and  would  not 
'  have  happened  imder  Saldem.'  What  the  scandals 
particularly  were,  is  not  specified  to  me  anywhere, 
though  I  have  searched  up  and  down;  much  less  the 
net  amount  of  money  realised  by  Quintus.  I  know  only, 
poor  Quintus  was  bantered  about  it,  all  his  life  after,  by 
this  mercUess  King ;  and  at  Potsdam,  in  years  coming, 
had  ample  time  and  admonition  for  what  penitence  was 
needful. 

'  The  case  was  much  canvassed  in  the  Army,'  says 
poor  Kuster ;  '  it  was  the  topic  in  every  tent  among 
'  Officers  and  common  Men.  And  among  us  Army- 
'  Chaplains  too,'  poor  honest  souls,  *  the  question  of  con- 
'  flicting  duties  arose :  Your  King  ordering  one  thing, 

*  and  your  own  Conscience  another,  what  ought  a  man 

*  to  do?     What  ought  an  Army-Chaplain  to  preach  or 
'  advise?     And  considerable  mutual  light  in  regard  to 

*  it  we  struck  out  from  one  another,  and  saw  how  a 
'  prudent  Armj^-Chaplain  might  steer  his  way.     Our 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  VI.]  WINTER-QUAHTEES  1760-61.  161 

Dec.  1760— April  1761. 

'  general  conclusion  was,  That  neither  the  King  nor 
'  Saldem  could  well  be  called  wrong.  Saldem  listening 
'  to  the  inner  voice ;  right  he,  for  certain.  But  withal 
^  the  King,  in  his  place,  might  judge  such  a  thing  ex- 
'  pedient  and  fit ;  perhaps  Saldem  himself  would,  had 
'  Saldem  been  King  of  Prussia  there  in  January  1761.' 
Saldem's  behaviour  in  his  retirement  was  beautiful ; 
and  after  the  Peace,  he  was  recalled,  and  made  more 
use  of  than  ever;  being  indeed  a  model  for  Army  ar- 
rangements and  procedures,  and  reckoned  the  complet- 
est  General  of  Infantrj^  now  left,  far  and  near.  The 
outcries  made  about  Hubertsburg,  which  still  linger  in 
Books,  are  so  considerable,  one  fancies  the  poor  Schloss 
must  have  been  quite  ruined,  and  left  standing  as  naked 
walls.  Such,  however,  we  by  no  means  find  to  be  the 
case ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall  ourselves  see  that  every- 
thing was  got  refitted  there,  and  put  into  perfect  order 
again,  before  long. 

There  are  some  War-movements  during  Winter ; 
general  financiering  Difficulties.  Cfioiseul  pro- 
poses Peace. 

February  15th,  there  fell  out,  at  Langensalza,  on 
the  Unstrut,  in  Gotha  Country,  a  bit  of  sharp  fighting ; 
done  by  Friedrich's  people  and  Duke  Ferdinand's  in 
concert;  which,  and  still  more  what  followed  on  it, 
made  some  noise  in  the  quiet  months.  Not  a  great 
thing,  this  of  Langensalza,  but  a  sudden,  and  success- 
fully done;  costing  Broglio  some  2,000  prisoners;  and 
the  ruin  of  a  considerable  Post  of  his,  which  he  had 
lately  pushed  out  thither,  "  to  sieze  the  Unstrut,"  as  he 
hoped.  A  Broglio  grasping  at  more  than  he  could  hold, 
in  those  Thiiringen  parts,  as  elsewhere !     And,  indeed, 
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the  Fight  of  Langensalza  was  only  the  begjnning  of  a 
series  of  such ;  Duke  Ferdinand  being  now  upon  one  of 
his  grand  Winter- Adventures :  that  of  suddenly  surpris- 
ing and  exploding  Broglio's  Winter-quarters  altogether, 
and  rolling  him  back  to  Frankfurt  for  a  lodging.  So 
that,  since  the  first  days  of  February,  especially  since 
Langensalza  day,  there  rose  suddenly  a  great  deal  of 
rushing  about,  in  those  regions,  with  hard  bits  of  fight- 
ing, at  least  of  severe  campaigning; — ^which  lasted  two 
whole  months; — ^filling  the  whole  world  with  noise  that 
Winter;  and  requiring  extreme  brevity  from  us  here. 
It  was  specially  Duke  Ferdinand's  Adventure;  Fried- 
rich  going  on  it,  as  per  bargain,  to  the  Langensalza 
enterprise,  but  no  farther ;  after  which  it  did  not  much 
concern  Friedrich,  nor  indeed  come  to  much  result  for 
anybody : 

*  Strenuous  Ferdinand,  very  impatient  of  the  Gottingen  busi- 
^  ness,  and  provoked  to  see  Broglio's  quarters  extend  into  Hessen, 
^  so  near  hand,  for  the  first  time,  silently  determines  to  dislodge 

*  him.  Broglio's  chain  of  quarters,  which  goes  from  Frankfurt 
^  north  as  far  as  Marburg,  then  turns  east  to  Ziegenhayn ;  thence 
^  north  again  to  Cassel,  to  Miinden  with  its  Defiles ;  and  again 

*  east,  or  south-east,  to  Langensalza  even :  this  chain  has  above 
^  150  miles  of  weak  length ;  and  various  other  grave  faults  to 
^  the  eye  of  Ferdinand, — especially  this,  that  it  is  in  the  form, 

*  not  of  an  elbow  only,  or  joiner^s  square,  which  is  entirely  to  be 
^  disapproved,  but  even  of  two  elbows ;  in  fact,  of  the  profile  of 
'  a  cIiaiT^  (if  readers  had  a  Map  at  hand).  ^  Foot  of  the  chair 
^  is  Frankfurt ;  seat  part  is  from  Marbiu-g  to  Ziegenhayn ;  back 

*  part,  near  where  Ferdinand  lies  in  chief  force,  is  the  Cassel 

*  region,  on  to  Miinden,  which  is  top  of  the  back, — ^still  back- 
^  wards  from  which,  there  is  a  kind  of  proud  curl  or  overlapping, 

*  down  to  Langensalza  in  Gotha  Countr}",  which  greedy  Broglio 

*  has  likewise  grasped  at  I    Broglio's  friends  say  he  himself  knew 

*  the  faultiness  of  this  zigzag  form,  but  had  been  overruled. 

*  Ferdinand  certainly  knows  it,  and  proceeds  to  act  upon  iU 
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*  In  profound  silence,  namely,  ranks  himself  (February  Ist- 
^  12th)  in  three  Divisions,  wide  enough  asunder ;  bursts  up  sudden 
^  as  li^tning,  at  Langensalza  and  elsewhere ;  kicks  to  pieces 
^  Broglio's  Chair-Profile,  kicks  out  especially  tl\e  bottom  part, 
^  which  ruins  both  foot  and  back,  these  being  disjoined  thereby, 
^  and  each  exposed  to  be  taken  in  rear ; — ^and  of  course  astonishes 

*  Broglio  not  a  Uttle ;  but  does  not  steal  his  presence  of  mind. 

'  So  that,  in  effect,  Broglio  had  instantly  to  quit  Gassel  and 

*  warm  lodging,  and  take  the  field  in  person ;  to  bum  his  Maga- 

*  zines ;  and,  at  the  swiftest  rate  permissible,  condense  himself,  at 

*  first  partially  about  Fulda  (well  down  the  leg  of  his  chair),  and 
^  then  gradually  all  into  one  mass  near  Frankfurt  itself ; — ^with 
^  considerable  losses,  loss  especially  of  all  his  Magazines,  full  or 
^half-full.     And  has  now,  except  Marburg^  Ziegenhayn   and 

*  Cassel,  no  post  between  Gottingen  and  him.    Ferdinand,  with 

*  his  Three  Divisions,  went  storming  along  in  the  wild  weather, 

*  Granby  as  vanguard ;  pricking  into  the  skirts  of  Broglio.    Cap- 

*  tured  this  and  that  of  Corps,  of  Magazines  that  had  not  been, 
^  got  burnt ;  hud  siege  to  Cassel,  siege  to  Ziegenhayn ;  blocked 

*  Marburg,  not  having  guns  ready :  and,  for  some  three  or  four 
'  weeks,  was  by  the  Gazetteer  world  and  general  pubUc  thought 

*  to  have  done  a  very  considerable  feat; — ^though  to  himself,  such 
^  were  the  distances,  difficulties  of  the  season,  of  the  long  roads, 

*  it  probably  seemed  very  questionable  whether,  in'  the  end,  any 
'  feat  at  all. 

*  Cassel  he  could  not  take,  after  a  month's  siege  under  the 
'  best  of  Siege-Captains ;  Ziegenhayn  still  less  under  one  of  the 
'  worst.    Provisions,  ammunitions,  were  not  to  be  had  by  force 

*  of  wagonry :  scant  food  for  soldiers,  doubly  scant  the  food  of 

*  Sieges ;' — ^^the  road  from  Bevemngen"  (where  the  Weser-boats 
have  to  stop,  which  is  30  miles  from  Cassel,  perhaps  60  from  Zie- 
genhayn, and  perhaps  100  from  the  outmost  or  southernmost  of 
Ferdinand's  parties)  "is  paved  with  dead  horses,''  *nor  has  even 

*  Cassel  nearly  enough  of  ammunition : — ^in  a  word,  Broglio, 

*  finding  the  time  come,  bursts  up  from  his  Frankfurt  Position 

*  (March  14th-21st)  in  a  sharp  and  deterriiined  manner;  drives 

*  Ferdinand's  people  back,  beats  the  Erbprinz  himself  one  day 

*  (by  surprisal,  "  My  compliment  for  Langensalza"),  and  sets  his 
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^  people  running.     Ferdinand  sees  the  affair  to  be  over ;  and 

*  deliberately  retires ;  lucky,  perhaps,  that  he  still  can  deUbe- 
^  rately :  and  matters  return  to  their  old  posture.     Broglio  re- 

*  sumes  his  quarters,  somewhat  altered  in  shape,  and  not  quite 
'  so  grasping  as  formerly ;  and  beyond  his  half-filled  Magazines, 

*  has  lost  nothing  considerable,  or  more  considerable  than  has 
^  Ferdinand  himself.'*® 

The  vital  element  in  Ferdinand's  Adventure  was  the 
Siege  of  Cassel;  all  had  to  fail,  when  this,  by  defect  of 
means,  under  the  best  of  management,  declared  itself 
a  failure.  Siege-Captain  was  a  Graf  von  Lippe-Biicke- 
burg,  Ferdinand's  Ordnance-Master,  who  is  supposed  to 
be  "  the  best  Artillery  Officer  in  the  world," — and  is  a 
man  of  great  mark  in  military  and  other  circles.  He  is 
Son  and  Successor  of  that  fantastic  Lippe-Biickeburg,  by 
whom  Friedrich  was  introduced  to  Free-Masonry  long 
since.  He  has  himself  a  good  deal  of  the  fantast  again, 
but  with  a  better  basis  of  solidity  beneath  it.  A  man  of 
exceUent  knowledge  and  faculty  in  various  departments; 
strict  as  steel,  in  regard  to  discipline,  to  practice  and 
conduct  of  all  kinds ;  a  most  punctilious,  silently  super- 
cilious gentleman,  of  polite  but  privately  irrefragable 
turn  of  mind.  A  tall,  lean,  dusky  figure  ;  much  seen  to 
by  neighbours,  as  he  stalks  loftily  through  this  puddle  of 
a  world,  on  terms  of  his  own.  Concerning  whom  there 
circulates  in  military  circles  this  Anecdote,  among  many 
others ; — ^which  is  set  down  as  a  fact ;  and  may  be, 
whether  quite  believable  or  not,  a  symbol  of  all  the  rest, 
and  of  a  man  not  unimportant  in  these  Wars.     *  Two 

*  years  ago,  on  King  Friedrich's  birthday,  24th  January 

*  1759,  the  Count  had  a  select  dinner-party  in  his  tent 

*  in  Ferdinand's  Camp,  in  honour  of  the  occasion.    Din- 
'  ner  was  well  over,  and  wine  handsomely  flowing,  when 

«•  Tempelhof,  v.  15-45 ;  Mauvillon,  u.  135-148. 
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'  somebody  at  last  thought  of  asking,  "  What  is  it,  then, 
'  HeiT  Graf,  that  whistling  kind  of  noise  we  hear  every 
'  now  and  then  overhead?"  "  That  is  nothing,"  said  the 
'  Graf,  in  his  calm,  dusky  way :  "  that  is  only  my  Artil- 
'  lery-people  practising ;  I  have  bidden  them  hit  the 
'  pole  of  our  tent  if  they  can :  unhappily  there  is  not 
'  the  slightest  danger.  Push  the  bottles  on."  '^^  Lippe- 
Biickeburg  was  Siege-Captain  at  Cassel ;  Commandant 
besieged  was  Comte  de  Broglio,  the  Marshal's  younger 
Brother,  formerly  m  the  Diplomatic  line ; — ^whom  we  saw 
once,  five  years  ago,  at  the  Pima  Barrier,  fly  into  fine 
frenzy^  and  kick  vainly  against  the  pricks.  Friedrich 
says  once,  to  D' Argens  or  somebody :  "  I  hope  we  shall 
soon  have  Cassel,  and  M.  le  Comte  de  Broglio  prisoner" 
(deserves  it  for  his  fine  firenzies,  at  Pima  and  since) ; 
— but  that  comfort  was  denied  us. 

Some  careless  Books  say,  Friedrich  had  at  first  good 
hopes  of  this  Enterprise ;  and  '  had  himself  lent  7,000 
men  to  it :'  which  is  the  fact,  but  not  the  whole  fact. 
Friedrich  had  approved,  and  even  advised  this  plan  of 
Ferdinand's,  and  had  agreed  to  send  7,000  men  to  co- 
operate at  Langensalza, — ^which,  so  far  out  in  Thttr- 
ingen^  and  pointing  as  if  to  the  Reichsfolk,  is  itself  an 
eye-sorrow  to  Friedrich.  The  issue  we  have  seen.  His 
7,000  went  accordingly,  under  a  General  Syburg ;  met 
the  Ferdinand  people  (General  Spiirken  head  of  these, 
and  Walpole's  '  Conway'  one  of  them) ;  found  the  Un- 
strut  in  flood,  but  crossed  nevertheless ;  dashed  in  upon 
the  French  and  Saxons  there,  and  made  a  brilliant  thing 
of  it  at  Langensalza.  2^  Which  done,  Syburg  instantly 
withdrew,  leaving  Sporken  and  his  Conways  to  complete 

«  Ajchenholtz,  ii  356. 

**  Bericht  von  der  bey  Langensalza  am  15  Februar  1761  vorgefallenen 
Action  (in  Seyfarth,  Beytagen,  iii.  75)  ;  Tempelhof,  y.  22-27. 
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the  Adventure ;  and,  for  his  part,  set  himself  with  his 
whole  might  '  to  raising  contributions,  recruits,  horses, 
*  proviants,  over  Thiiringen;'  'which,'  says  Tempelhof, 
'  had  been  his  grand  errand  there,  and  in  which  he  sue- 
'  ceeded  wonderfully/ 

Towards  the  end  of  Ferdinand's  Affair,  Cassel  Siege 
now  evidently  like  to  fail,  Friedrich  organised  a  small 
Expedition  for  his  own  behoof:  expedition  into  Voigt- 
land,  or  Frankenland,  against  the  intrusive  Reichs 
people, — who  have  not  now  a  Broglio  or  Langensalza  to 
look  across  to,  but  are  mischievous  upon  our  outposts 
on  the  edge  of  the  Voigtland  yonder.  The  expedition 
lasted  only  ten  days  {April  Ist^  it  left  quarters;  April 
ll^A,  was  home  again);  a  sharp,  swift  and  very  pretty 
expedition  \^  of  which  we  can  here  say  only  that  it  was 
beautifully  impressive  on  the  Reichs  gentlemen,  and 
sent  their  Croateries  and  them  home  again,  to  Bam- 
berg, to  Eger,  quite  over  the  horizon,  in  a  considerably 
flurried  state.  After  wliich  there  was  no  Small -War 
fiirther,  and  everybody  rested  in  cantonment,  making 
ready  till  the  Great  should  come. 

The  Prussian  wounded  are  all  in  Leipzig  this  Win- 
ter; a  crowded  stirring  Town ;  young  Archenholtz, 
among  many  others,  going  about  in  convalescent  state, 
— ^not  attending  Gellert's  course,  that  I  hear  of, — ^but 
noticing  vividly  to  right  and  left.  Much  difficulty  about 
the  contributions,  Archenholtz  observes; — of  course  an 
ever-increasing  difficulty,  here  as  everywhere,  in  regard 
to  finance!  From  Archenholtz  chiefly,  I  present  the 
following  particulars;  which,  though  in  loose  form,  and 
without  date,  except,  the  general  one  of  Winter  1760-61, 
to  any  of  them,  are  to  be  held  substantially  correct : 

»  Tempelhof,  v.  48-67. 
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*    *    ^ "  It  is  impossible  to  pay  that  Contribution,"  exclaim 
<  the  Leipzigers :  "  you  said,  long  since,  it  was  to  be  75,000Z.  on 

*  us  by  the  year;  and  this  year  you  rise  to  160,000Z. ;  more  than 

*  double  r — "  Perhaps  that  is  because  you  favoured  the  Reichs- 
^  folk  while  here  ?"  answer  the  Prussians,  if  they  answer  any- 

*  thing :  **It  is  the  King's  order.    Pay  it  you  must." — '^  Cannot ; 

*  simply  impossible."     "  Possible,  we  tell  you,  and  also  certain ; 

*  we  will  bum  your  Leipzig  if  you  don't  T'   And  they  actually, 

*  these  Collector  fellows,  a  stony-hearted  set,  who  had  a  percent- 
*age  of  their  own  on  the  sums  levied,  got  soldiers  drawn  out 

*  more  than  once,  pitch-link  in  hand,  as  if  for  immediate  bum- 
'  faig :  but  the  Leipzigers  thought  to  themselves,  "  King  Fried- 

*  rich  is  not  a  Soltikof !"   and  openly  laughed  at  those  pitch- 

*  links.  Whereupon  about  a  hundred  of  their  Chief  Merchants 
'  were  thrown  into  prison,— one  hundred  or  so,  riddled  down  in  a 

*  day  or  two  to  Seventeen ;  which  latter  Seventeen,  as  they  stood 
^  oat,  were  detained  a  good  many  days,  how  many  is  not  said, 
'  but  only  that  they  were  amazingly  firm.  Black-hole  for  lodg- 
'  ing,  bread-and-water  for  diet,  straw  for  bed :  nothing  would 
'  avail  on  the  Seventeen :  "  Impossible,"  they  answered  always ; 

*  each  unit  of  them,  in  sight  of  the  other  sixteen,  was  upon  his 

*  honour,  and  could  not  think  of  flinching.  "  You  shall  go  for 
'  soldiers,  then ; — ^possibly  you  will  prefer  that,  you  fine  powdered 

*  velvet  gentlemen  ?  Up,  then,  and  march ;  here  are  your  fire- 
'  locks,  your  seventeen  knapsacks  :  to  the  road  with  us ;  to  Mag- 

*  deburg,  there  to  get  on  drill !"     Upon  which  the  Seventeen, 

*  horror-struck  at  such  quasi-ctcfuaZ  possibility,  gave  in. 

'Magnanimous  Gotzkowsky,  who  had  come  to  Leipzig  on 

*  business  at  the  time'  (which  will  give  us  a  date  for  this  by 
and  by),  '  and  been  solemnly  applied  to  by  Deputation  of  the 
'  Bath,  pleaded  with  his  usual  zealous  fidelity  in  their  behalf ; 

*  got  various   alleviations,   abatements ;    gave  bills :  —  "  Never 

*  was  seen  such  magnanimity  I"  said  the  Leipzig  Town-Council 

*  solemnly,  as  that  of  Berlin,  in  October  last,  had  done.'** 

Of  course  the  difficulties,  financial  and  other,  are 
increasing  every  Winter; — ^not  on  Friedrich's  side  only. 

»•  Archenholtz,  ii.  187-192. 
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Here,  for  instance,  from  the  Duchy  of  Gottingen,  are 
some  items  in  the  French  Account  current,  this  Win- 
ter, which  are  also  furnished  by  Archenholtz : 

^  For  bed-ticking,  13,000  webs ;  of  shirts  ready-made,  18,000 ; 

*  shoes,'  I  forget  in  what  quantity ;  but  *  from  the  poor  little 

*  Town  of  Duderstadt  600  pairs, — ^liability  to  instant  flogging  if 
^  they  are  not  honest  shoes ;  flogging,  and  the  whole  shoemaker 

*  guild  summoned  out  to  see  it.'  Hardy  women  the  same  Dudeiv 
stadt  has  had  to  produce:  300  of  them,  ^each  with  basket  on 

*  back,  who  are  carrying  cannon-balls  from  the  foundry  at  Lau- 

*  terberg  to  Gottingen,  the  road  being  bad.'**  *  These  French 
^  are  in   such   necessity,'   continues  Archenholtz,   ^  they  spare 

*  neither  friend  nor  foe.  The  Frankish  Circle,  for  example, 
^  pleads  piteously  in  Keichs  Diet  that  it  has  already  smarted  by 

*  this  War  to  the  length  of  2,230,000?.,  and  entreats  the  Kaiser 

*  to  bid  Most  Christian  Majesty  cease  his  exactions, — ^but  with- 
'  out  the  least  result.'  Result  I  If  Most  Christian  Majesty  and 
his  Pompadour  will  continue  this  War,  is  it  he,  or  is  it  you,  that 
can  furnish  the  Magazines  ?  ^  Magazine-furnishings,  over  all 
^  Hessen  and  this  part  of  Hanoyer,  are  enormous.     Recruits  too, 

*  native  Hessian,  native  Hanoverian,  you  shall  furnish, — ^and 
"  We  will  hang  them,  and  do,  if  caught  deserting''  (to  their  own 
*8ide)r 

I  add  only  one  other  item  from  Archenholtz :  *  Mice  being 

*  busy  in  these  Hanover  Magazines,  it  is  decided  to  have  cats, 
^  and  a  requisition  goes  out  accordingly^  (cipher  not  given) : 
^  cats  do  execution  for  a  time,  but  cannot  stand  the  confine- 

*  ment,'  are  averse  to  the  solitary  system,  and  object  (think  with 
what  vocality  I) :  *  upon  which  Hanover  has  to  send  foxes  and 
'  weasels.'*®  These  guardian  animals,  and  the  300  women  laden 
with  cannon-balls  from  the  forge,  are  the  most  peculiar  items 
in  the  French  Account  current,  and  the  last  I  will  mention. 

Difficulty,  quasi-impossibility,  on  the  French  side, 
there  evidently  is,  perhaps  more  than  on  any  other. 
But  Choiseul  has  many  arts ; — ^and  his  Official  existence, 

»  Archenholtz,  il  237.  «•  Ibid,  ii  240. 
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were  there  nothing  more,  demands  that  he  do  the  im- 
possible now  if  ever.  This  Spring  (26th  March  1761), 
to  the  surprise  and  joy  of  mankind,  there  came  formal 
Proposal,  issuing  from  Choiseul,  to  which  Maria  Theresa 
and  the  Czarina  had  to  put  their  signatures ;  regretting 
that  the  British-Prussian  Proposal  of  last  Year  had,  by 
ill  accident,  fallen  to  the  ground,  and  now  repeating 
it  themselves  (real  "  Congress  at  Augsburg,"  and  all 
things  fair  and  handsome)  to  Britannic  and  Prussian 
Majesties.  Who  answer  (April  3d)  as  before,  "  Nothing 
with  more  willingness,  we  !"^^ 

And  there  actually  did  ensue,  at  Paris,  a  vivid 
Negotiating  all  Summer ;  which  ended,  not  quite  in 
nothing,  but  in  less,  if  we  might  say  so.  Considerably 
less,  for  some  of  us.  We  shall  have  to  look  what  end 
it  had,  and  Mauduit  will  look ! — Most  people,  Pitt  pro- 
bably among  the  others,  came  to  think  that  Choiseul, 
though  his  France  is  in  beggary,  had  no  real  view  from 
the  first,  except  to  throw  powder  in  the  eyes  of  France 
and  mankind,  to  ascertain  for  himself  on  what  terms 
those  English  would  make  Peace,  and  to  get  Spain  drawn 
into  his  quarrel.  A  Choiseul  with  many  arts.  'But  we 
will  leave  him  and  his  Peace-Proposals,  and  the  other 
rumours  and  futilities  of  this  Year.  They  are  part  of 
the  sound  and  smoke  which  fill  all  Years;  and  which 
vanish  into  next  to  nothing,  oftenest  into  pure  nothing, 
when  the  Years  have  waited  a  little.  Friedrich's  finances, 
copper  and  other,  were  got  completed ;  his  Armies  too 
were  once  more  put  on  a  passable  footing; — and  this 
Year  will  have  its  realities  withal. 

Grotzkowsky,  in  regard   to   those  Leipzig  Finance 

^  The  "  Declaration"  (of  France  &c.),  with  the  Answer  or  "  Counter- 
Dedaxation,*'  in  Seyfarth,  Beylagen^  iii  12-16. 
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difficulties,  yields  me  a  date,  which  is  supplementary 
to  some  of  the  Archenholtz  details.  I  find  it  was 
'January  20th,  1761,' — ^precisely  while  the  Saldem  In- 
terview, and  subsequent  wreck  of  Hubertsburg,  went 
on, — ^that  '  Gotzkowsky  arrived  in  Leipzig,'^®  and  got 
those  imfortunate  Seventeen  out  of  ward,  and  the  con- 
tributions settled. 

And  withal,  at  Paris,  in  the  same  hours,  there  went 
on  a  thing  worth  noting.  That  January  day,  while 
Icilius  was  busy  on  the  Schloss  of  Hubertsburg,  poor 
old  Mar^chal  de  Belleisle, — ^mark  him,  reader ! — '  in  the 
'  Eue  de  Lille  at  Paris,'  lay  sunk  in  putrid  fever;  and 
on  the  fourth  day  after,  '  January  26th,  1761,'  the  last 
of  the  grand  old  Frenchmen  died.  '  He  had  been  re- 
'  ported  dead  three  days  before,'  says  Barbier :  '  the 
'  public  wished  it  so ;  they  laid  the  blame  on  him  of 
*  this  apparent'  (let  a  cautious  man  write  it,  '  apparent) 
'  derangement  in  our  affairs,' — ^instead  of  thanking  him 
for  all  he  had  done  and  suffered  (loss  of  so  much,  in- 
cluding reputation  and  an  only  Son)  to  repair  and  stay 
the  same.  '  He  was  in  his  77th  year.  Many  people  say, 
"  We  must  wait  three  months,  to  see  if  we  shall  not 
" regret  him,"' — even  him!^^  So  generous  are  Nations. 

Mar^chal  Due  de  Belleisle  was  very  wealthy:  in 
Vernon  Country,  Normandy,  he  had  estates  and  cha- 
teaux to  the  value  of  about  24,000Z.  annually.  All 
these,  having  first  accurately  settled  for  his  own  debts, 
he,  in  his  grand  old  way,  childless,  forlorn,  but  loftily 
polite  to  the  last,  bequeathed  to  the  King.  His  splendid 
Paris  Mansion  he  expressly  left  '  to  serve  in  perpetuity 
'  as  a  residence  for  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Depart- 
'  ment  of  War :'  a  magnificent  Town-House  it  is,  '  Mtd 
'  magnijique^  at  the  end  of  the  Pont-Royal,' — ^which,  I 

»  Rodenbeck,  ii.  77.  »  Barbier,  iv.  373 ;  L  164. 
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notice  farther,  is  in  our  time  called  '  Hotel  de  Choiseulr 
Praslin^^ — a  house  latterly  become  horrible  in  men's 
memory,  if  my  guess  is  right. 

And  thus  vanishes,  in  sour  dark  clouds,  the  once 
great  Belleisle..  Grandiose,  something  ahnost  of  great 
in  him,  of  sublime, — alas,  yes,  of  too  sublime ;  and  of  un- 
fortunate beyond  proportion,  paying  the  debt  of  many 
foregoers!  He  too  is  a  notability  gone  out,  the  last 
of  his  kind.  Twenty  years  ago,  he  crossed  the  Qiil-de- 
Boeuf  with  Papers,  just  setting  out  to  cut  Teutschland 
in  Four:  and  in  the  Kue  de  Lille,  No.  54,  with  that 
grandiose  Enterprise  drawing  to  its  issue  in  universal 
defeat,  disgrace,  discontent,  and  preparation  for  the 
General  Overturn  {Cvlbute  GenSrale  of  1789),  he  closes 
his  weary  old  eyes.  Choiseul  succeeds  him  as  War- 
Minister;  War -Minister  and  Prime -Minister  both  in 
one  ; — and  by  many  arts  of  legerdemain,  and  another 
real  spasm  of  effort  upon  Hanover  to  do  the  impossible 
there,  is  leading  France  with  winged  steps  the  same  road. 

Since  March  17th,  Friedrich  was  no  longer  in  Leip- 
zig. He  left  at  that  time,  for  Meissen-Country,  and  the 
HiU  Cantonments, — organised  there  his  little  Expedi- 
tion into  Voigtland,  for  behoof  of  the  Reichsfolk; — and 
did  not  return.  Continued,  mostly  in  Meissen  Country, 
as  the  fittest  for  his  many  businesses.  Army-regulatings 
and  other.  Till  the  Campaign  come,  we  will  remember 
of  him  nothing,  but  this  little  Note,  and  pleasant  little 
Gift,  to  his  Chhre  Maman^  the  day  after  his  arrival  in 
those  parts : 

To  Madame  Camas  (at  Magdebiirg,  with  the  Queen). 

''  Meissen,  20ih  March  1761. 
"I  send  you,  my  dear  Mamma,  a  little  Trifle,  by  way  of 
^  keepsake  and  memento"  (Snuffbox  of  Meissen  Porcelain,  with 
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the  figure  of  a  Dog  on  the  lid).  "  You  may  use  the  Box  for 
"  your  rouge,  for  your  patches,  or  you  may  put  snuff  in  it,  or 
"  bonbons  or  pills :  but  whatever  use  you  turn  it  to,  think  always, 
"  when  you  see  this  Dog,  the  Symbol  of  Fidelity,  that  he  who 
"  sends  it,  outstrips,  in  respect  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to 
"  Mamanj  all  the  dogs  in  the  world ;  and  that  his  devotion  to 
"  you  has  nothing  whatever  in  common  with  the  fragility  of  the 
"  material  which  is  manufactured  hereabouts. 

"  I  have  ordered  Porcelain  here  for  all  the  world,  for  Schon- 
"  hausen"  (for  your  Mistress,  my  poor  imcomplaining  Wife), 
"  for  my  Sisters-in-law ;  in  fact,  I  am  rich  in  this  brittle  mate- 
"  rial  only.  And  I  hope  the  receivers  will  accept  it  as  current 
"  money :  for,  the  truth  is,  we  are  poor  as  can  be,  good  Mamma ; 
"  I  have  nothing  left  but  honour,  my  coat,  my  sword,  and  por- 
"  celain. 

"  Farewell,  my  beloved  Mamma.  If  Heaven  will,  I  shall  one 
"  day  see  you  again  face  to  face ;  and  repeat  to  you,  by  word  of 
"  mouth,  what  I  have  already  said  and  written ;  but,  turn  it  and 
"  re-turn  it  as  I  may,  I  shall  never,  except  very  incompletely, 
"  express  what  the  feelings  of  my  heart  to  you  are. — ^F."** 


*J*  ItVas  during  this  Winter,  if  it  ever  was,  that  Friedrich 
received  the  following  Letter  from  an  aspiring  Young  Lady,  just 
coming  out,  age  seventeen, — in  a  remote  sphere  of  things.  In 
"Sleepy  Hollow"  namely,  or  the  Court  of  Mirow  in  Mecklen- 
burg-Strelitz,  where  we  once  visited  with  Friedrich  almost  thirty 
years  ago.  The  poor  collapsed  Duke  has  ceased  making  dress- 
ing-gowns there ;  and  this  is  his  Niece,  Princess  Charlotte,  Sister 
to  the  now  reigning  Duke. 

This  Letter,  in  the  translated  form,  and  the  glorious  results 
it  had  for  some  of  us,  are  familiar  to  all  EngUsh  readers  for  the 
last  hundred  years.  Of  Friedrich's  Answer  to  it,  if  he  sent  one, 
we  have  no  trace  whatever.  Which  is  a  pity,  more  or  less ; — 
though,  in  truth,  the  Answer  could  only  have  been  some  polite 
formality ;  the  Letter  itself  being  a  mere  breath  of  sentimental 

••  Given  in  Eddenbeck,  ii.  79 ;  omitted,  for  I  know  not  what  reaaon,  in 
(Ettvres  de  FridMc,  zviii.  145 :  cited  partly  in  Preu$9^  ii  282. 
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wind,  absolutely  without  significance  to  Friedrich  or  anybody 
else,— except  always  to  the  Young  Lady  herself,  to  whom  it 
brought  a  Royal  Husband  and  Queenship  of  England,  within  a 
year.  Signature,  presumably,  this  Letter  once  had;  date  of 
place,  of  day,  year,  or  even  century  (except  by  implication), 
there  never  was  any :  but  judicious  persons,  scanning  on  the 
spot,  have  found  that  the  "  Victor/'  spoken  of  can  only  have 
meant  Torgau ;  and  that  the  aspiring  Young  Lady,  hitherto  a 
School  Girl,  not  so  much  as  "confirmed"  till  a  month  or  two 
ago,  age  seventeen  in  May  last,  can  only  have  written  it,  at 
Mirow,  in  the  Winter  subsequent.^'  Certain  it  is,  in  Septem- 
ber nextj  September  1761,  directly  after  George  III.'s  Wedding, 
there  appeared  in  the  English  Newspapers,  what  doubtless  had 
been  much  handed  about  in  society  before,  the  following  '  Trans- 
'  lotion  of  a  Letter^  said  to  have  been  written  by  Princess  Charlotte 
^  of  Mecklenberg  to  the  King  of  Prussia^  on  one  of  his  Victories^ 
— ^without  farther  commentary  or  remark  of  any  kind ;  every- 
body then  imderstanding,  as  everybody  still.  So  notable  a  Do- 
cument ought  to  be  given  in  the  Original  as  well  (or  in  what 
passes  for  such),  and  with  some  approach  to  the  necessary  pre- 
liminaries of  time  and  place  :*' 

[7b  Aw  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  (in  Leipzig,  or  Somewhere). 
Mirow  in  Mecklenburg- Strelitz,  Winter  of  1760-61.] 
^' Sire! — Ich  weiss  nichty  6b      '^  May  it  please  your  Majesty  ^ 
ich  uber  Ev>r.  Majestdt  letzteren  "  I  am  at  a  loss  whether  I 

Sieg  frohlich  oder  traurig  sein  shall  congratulate  or  condole 
<oK,  weil  eben  der  gluckliche  with  you  on  your  late  victory ; 
Sieg^  der  neue  Lorbeem  y.m  since  the  same  success  that  has 
Bero  Seheitel  geflochten  haty  uber  covered  you  with  laurels  has 
mein  Vaterland  Jammer  und  overspread  the  Country  of 
Elendverbreitet.  Ich  weiss.  Sire j  Mecklenburg/i  with  desolation. 
in  diesem  unserm  lasterhaft  ver-  I  know,  Sire,  that  it  seems  un- 
feinerten  Zeitalter  werde  ich  ver-      becoming  my  sex,  in  this  age 

"  Lndwig  Giesebrecht, — Der  Furatmhof  in  Mirow  wahrend  der  Jahre 
1708-1761,  in  Programm  des  vereinigten  K'&niglichen  und  Stadt-Gymna- 
Hums  for  1863  (Stettin,  1863),  pp.  26-29, — enters  into  a  minute  criticism. 

"  Prom  Gentleman^s  Magazine  (for  October  1761,  xzzi.  447)  we  take, 
verbatim,  the  Translation;  from  Preuss  (ii.  186)  the  '  Original^^  who  does 
not  flay  where  he  got  it, — ^whether  from  an  old  German  Newspaper  or  not. 
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lacht  werdeuj  dasa  mein  Herz 
uber  das  Ungluck  des  Landes 
trauerty  dasa  ich  die  Drangaale 
des  Kriegea  beweine^  und  von 
ganzer  Seek  die  Rtlckkehr  dea 
Friedena  wunsche.  Selbat  Sie^ 
Sire,  werden  vieUeicht  denken^  ea 
achicke  sich  besser  fur  michy  mich 
in  der  Kunat  zu  gefaUen  za 
uberij  oder  mich  nur  um  hdua- 
liche  Angelegenheiten  zu  bekum-- 
mem.  Allein  dem  aeye^  wie  ik?n 
vx>lle,  ao  fuhU  mein  Herz  zu 
aehrfur  diese  Unglucklicheny  um 
eine  diingende  Furbitte  fur  die^' 
aelben  zuruck  zu  JuUten* 

"  Sett  wenigen  Jahren  hatte 
diesea  Land  die  angenekmate  Ge- 
atalt  gewonnen.  Man  traf  keine 
verodete  Stellen  ow,  AUea  war 
angebaut  Das  Landvolk  sah 
vergnugt  aua^  und  in  den  Stddten 
herrschte  Wohlstand  und  Freude. 
Aber  welcK  eine  Verdnderung  ge- 
gen  eine  so  angenehme  Scene!  Ich 
bin  in  pariheisclien  Beschreibun- 
gen  niclut  erfahren^  noch  weniger 
kann  ich  die  Grduel  der  Verwust- 
ung  mit  erdichteten  Schilderun- 
gen  schrecklicher  darstellen.  Al- 
lein gewiss  selbst  Krieger^  welche 
ein  edles  Herz  und  Gefuhl  be- 
aitzeriy  wurden  durch  den  An- 
blick  dieser  Scenen  zu  Thrdnen 
bewegt  werden.  Das  ganze  Land^ 
Tnein  werthes  Vaterlandj  Viegt  da 
gleich  einer  Waste,  Der  Ack- 
e7*bau  und  die  VieJizucJit  haben 
aufgehOrt     Der  Bauer  und  der 


Dec.  1760— April  1761. 
of  \dciouB  refinement,  to  feel 
for  one's  Countiy,  to  lament  the 
horrors  of  war,  or  wish  for  the 
return  of  peace.  I  know  you 
may  think  it  more  properly  my 
province  to  study  the  art  of 
pleasing,  or  to  turn  my  thoughts 
to  subjects  of  a  more  domestic 
nature:  but,  however  unbecom- 
ing it  may  be  in  me,  I  can't  re- 
sist the  desire  of  interceding 
for  this  unhappy  people. 

"  It  was  but  a  ver}'-  few  years 
ago  that  this  territory  wore  the 
most  pleasing  appearance.  The 
Country  was  cultivated,  the 
peasant  looked  cheerful^  and 
the  towns  abounded  with  riches 
and  festivity.  What  an  altera- 
tion at  present  from  such  a 
charming  scene  I  I  am  not  ex- 
pert at  description,  nor  can  my 
fancy  add  any  horrors  to  the 
picture;  but  sure  even  conquer- 
ors themselves  would  weep  at 
the  hideous  prospect  now  before 
me.  The  whole  Country,  my 
dear  Countiy,  lies  one  frightful 
waste,  presenting  only  objects 
to  excite  terror,  pity,  and  de- 
spair. The  business  of  the 
husbandman  and  the  shepherd 
are  quite  discontinued;  the 
husbandman  and  the  shepherd 
are  become  soldiers  themselves, 
and  help  to  ravage  the  soil  they 
formerly  occupied.  Tlie  towns 
are  inhabited  only  by  old  men, 
women  and  children;  perhaps 
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Hirt  sind  Soldaten  wordetiy  und 
in  den  Stddten  sieht  man  nur 
Greise,  Weiber  und  Kinder^ 
vielleickt  nock  hie  und  da  einen 
jvngea  Mann^  der  aher  durch 
empfangene  Wunden  em  Krup- 
pel  ist  und  den  Um  umgehenden 
kleinen  Knaben  die  Geschidvte 
emerjeden  Wunde  mit  einem  so 
pathetischen  Ileldenton  erzdfdtj 
doss  ihr  Herz  schon  der  Trcrm^ 
meL  folgt,  ehe  eie  recht  gehen 
kmneru  Was  aber  das  Elend 
awf  den  hdchsten  Gipfel  hringty 
sind  die  immer  abwechselnden 
Varruckungen  und  Zurdckzieh^ 
tmgen  beider  Armeen^  da  selbst 
die^  so  sick  unsre  Freunde  nen- 
nen^  beim  Abzuge  aUes  mitneh- 
men  und  verheeren^  und  wenn 
sie  wieder  hommen^  gleich  viel 
wieder  herbei  geschafft  haben 
wollen.  Von  Dero  Gerecktig" 
keitj  Sirey  hoffen  wir  Hulfe  in 
dieser  dussersten  Notlu  An  Sie^ 
Sirej  nwgen  auch  Fraueny  ja 
selbst  Kinder  ihre  Klagen  brvn- 
gen.  Sie^  die  sich  auch  zur 
niedrigsten  Klasse  gutigst  herab^ 
lassenj  und  dadurch^  wenn  es 
mdglich  isty  noch  grosser  werden^ 
als  selbst  durch  Hire  Siege^  wer^ 
den  die  meinigen  nicht  unerhort 
lassen  und^  zur  Ehre  Dero 
eigenen  RuhmeSj  BedrUckungen 
und  Drangsalen  abhelfen^  welche 
wider  alle  Menschenliebe  und  wi- 
der alle  gute  Kriegszucht  strei- 
ten,     Ich  bin  ^c" 


here  and  there  a  warrior,  by 
wounds  and  loss  of  limbs,  ren- 
dered unfit  for  service,  left  at 
his  door ;  his  little  children 
hang  round  him,  ask  a  history 
of  every  wound,  and  grow  them- 
selves soldiers  before  they  find 
strength  for  the  field.  But  this 
were  nothing,  did  we  not  feel 
the  alternate  insolence  of  either 
army,  as  it  happ^is  to  advance 
or  retreat.  It  is  impossible  to 
express  the  confusion,  even 
those  who  call  themselves  our 
friends  create.  Even  those  from 
whom  we  might  expect  redress, 
oppress  us  with  new  calamities. 
From  your  justice,  therefore, 
it  is  that  we  hope  relief;  to 
you  even  children  and  women 
may  complain,  whose  humanity 
stoops  to  the  meanest  petition, 
and  whose  power  is  capable  of 
repressing  the  greatest  injus- 
tice. 

«Iam,Sire,&c,'' 
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It  is  remarked  that  this  Young  Lady,  so  amiably  melodious 
in  tone,  though  she  might  address  to  King  Friedrich,  seems  to 
be  writing  to  the  wind;  and  that  she  gives  nothing  of  fact  or 
picture  in  regard  to  Mecklenburg,  especially  to  Mecklenburg- 
StrelitZj  but  what  is  taken  from  her  own  beautiful  young  brain. 
All  operatic,  vague,  imaginary, — ^some  of  it  expressly  untrue.*^ 
So  that  latterly  there  have  been  doubts  as  to  its  authenticity 
altogether  I^  And  in  fact  the  Piece  has  a  good  deal  the  air 
of  some  School -Exercise,  Model  of  Letter -writing,  Patriotic 
Aspiration  or  the  like ; — ^thrown  off,  shall  we  say,  by  the  young 
Parson  of  Mirow  (Charlotte's  late  Tutor),  with  Charlotte  there 
to  sign  ;  or  by  some  Patriotic  Schoolmaster  elsewhere,  anywhere, 
in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  and  without  any  Charlotte  but  a 
hjrpothetic  one?  Certainly  it  is  diiBcult  to  fancy  how  a  modest, 
rational,  practical  young  person  like  Charlotte  can  have  thought 
of  so  airy  a  feat  of  archery  into  the  blue!  Charlotte  herself 
never  disavowed  it,  that  I  heard  of;  and  to  Colonel  Qrahame 
the  Ex-Jacobite,  hunting  about  among  potential  Queens  of 
England,  for  behoof  of  Bute  and  of  a  certain  Young  King  and 
King^s  Mother,  the  Letter  did  seem  abundantly  unquestionable 
and  adorable.  Perhaps  authentic,  after  all ; — and  certainly  small 
matter  whether  or  not. 

"  In  Mecklenburg-zScAtrenn,  which  had  always  to  smart  sore  for  its 
Duke  and  the  line  he  took,  the  Swedes,  this  year,  as  usual  (but,  till 
Torgau,  with  more  hope  than  usual),  had  been  trying  for  winter-quarters  : 
and  had  by  the  Prussians,  as  usual,  been  hunted  out, — ^Eugen  of  Wurtem- 
berg  speeding  thither,  directly  after  Torgau ;  Rostock  his  winter-quarters ; 
— ^who,  doubtle»  with  all  rigour,  is  levying  contributions  for  Prussian 
behoof.  But  as  to  Jdecklenburg-StrelitK,— -see,  for  example,  in  Schdning^ 
iii.  30  &C.,  an  indirect  but  altogether  conclusive  proof  of  the  perfectly 
amicable  footing  now  and  always  subsisting  there ;  Friedrich  reluctant 
to  intrude  even  with  a  small  request  or  solicitation,  on  Eugen's  behalf, 
at  this  time. 

**  *Boll,  Gesckichte  Mehlenburgs  mit  hesonderer  Berueksichtigung  der 
CulturgeschickU  (Neubrandenburg,  1856),  ii.  303-305 ;'— cited  by  Oiese- 
brecht,  who  himself  takes  the  opposite  view. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

SIXTH  CAMPAIGN  OPENS :   CAMP  OF  BUNZELWITZ. 

To  the  outward  observer,  Friedrich  stands  well  at  pre- 
sent, and  seems  again  in  formidable  posture.  After  two 
such  Victories,  and  such  almost  miraculous  recovery  of 
himself,  who  shall  say  what  resistance  he  will  not  yet 
make?  In  comparison  with  1759  and  its  failures  and 
disasters,  what  a  Year  has  1760  been!  Liegnitz  and 
Torgau,  instead  of  Kunersdorf  and  Maxen,  here  are 
unexpected  phenomena;  here  is  a  King  risen  from  the 
deeps  again,-t-more  incalculable  than  ever  to  contem- 
porary mankind.  **  How  these  things  will  end?"  Fancy 
of  what  a  palpitating  interest  ihen^  while  everybody 
watched  the  huge  game  as  it  went  on;  though  it  is 
so  little  interesting  now  to  anybody,  looking  at  it  all 
finished !  Finished ;  no  mystery  of  chance,  of  world- 
hope  or  of  world-terror  now  remaining  in  it ;  all  is 
fallen  stagnant,  duU,  distant; — ^and  it  will  behove  us 
to  be  brief  upon  it. 

Contemporaries,  and  Posterity  that  will  make  study, 
must  alike  admit  that,  among  the  sons  of  men,  few  in 
any  Age  have  made  e  stiflFer  fight  than  Friedrich  has 
done  and  continues  to  do.  But  to  Friedrich  himself  it 
is  dismally  evident,  that  year  by  year  his  resources  are 
melting  away;  that  a  year  must  come  when  he  will 
have  no  resource  more.  Ebbing  very  fast,  his  resources ; 
— ^fast  too,  no  doubt,  those  of  his  Enemies,  but  not  so 
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fast.  They  are  mighty  Nations,  he  is  one  small  Nation. 
His  thoughts,  we  perceive,  have  always,  in  the  back- 
ground of  them,  a  hue  of  settled  black.  Easy  to  say, 
"  Kesist  till  we  die ;"  but  to  go  about,  year  after  year, 
practically  doing  it,  under  cloudy  omens,  no  end  of  it 
visible  ahead,  is  not  easy.  Many  men.  Kings  and  other, 
have  had  to  take  that  stem  posture; — few  on  sterner 
terms  than  those  of  Friedrich  at  present ;  and  none  that 
I  know  of  with  a  more  truly  stoical  and  manful  figure 
of  demeanour.  He  is  long  used  to  it!  Wet  to  the 
bone,  you  do  not  regard  new  showers ;  the  one  thing  is, 
reach  the  bridge  before  it  be  swum  away. 

The  usual  hopes,  about  Turks,  about  Peace,  and  the 
like,  have  not  been  wanting  to  Friedrich  this  Winter; 
mentionable  as  a  trait  of  Friedrich's  character,  not  other- 
wise worth  mention.  Hope  of  aid  from  the  Turks,  it  is 
very  strange  to  see  how  he  nurses  this  fond  shadow, 
which  never  came  to  anything!  Happily,  it  does  not 
prevent,  it  rather  encourages,  the  utmost  urgency  of 
preparation :  "  The  readier  we  are,  the  likelier  are  Turks 
and  everything !"  Peace,  at  least  between  France  and 
England,  after  such  a  Proposal  on  Choiseul's  part,  and 
such  a  pass  as  France  is  really  got  to,  was  a  reasonable 
probability.  But  indeed,  from  the  first  year  of  this 
War,  as  we  remarked.  Peace  has  seemed  possible  to 
Friedrich  every  year;  especially  from  1759  onward, 
there  is  always  every  winter  a  lively  hope  of  Peace : — 
"  No  slackening  of  preparation;  the  reverse,  rather;  but 
surely  the  Campaign  of  next  Simmier  will  be  cut  short, 
and  we  shall  aU  get  home  only  half  expended  !"^ 

Practically,  Friedrich  has  been  raising  new  Free- 
Corps  people,  been  recruiting,  refitting,  and  equipping, 
with  more  diligence  than  ever;  and,  in  spite  of  the  al- 
>  Schoning  (in  lock). 
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most  impossibilities,  has  two  Armies  on  foot,  some  96,000 
men  in  all,  for  defence  of  Saxony  and  of  Silesia, — Henri 
to  undertake  Saxony,  versus  Daun;  Silesia,  with  Loudcai 
and  the  Russians,  to  be  Friedrich's  heavier  share.  The 
Campaign,  of  which,  by  the  one  party  and  the  other,  very 
great  things  had  been  hoped  and  feared,  seemed  once  as 
if  it  would  begin  two  months  eaxlier  than  usual ;  but  was 
staved  off,  a  long  time,  by  Friedrich's  dexterities,  and 
otherwise ;  and  in  effect  did  not  begin,  what  we  can  call 
beginning,  tiU  two  months  later  than  usual.  Essentially 
it  fell,  almost  all,  to  Friedrich's  share;  and  turned 
out  as  little  decisive  on  him  as  any  of  its  foregoers. 
The  one  memorable  part  of  it  now  is,  Friedrich's  En- 
campment at  Bunzelwitz ;  which  did  not  occur  till  four 
months  after  Friedrich's  appearance  on  the  Field.  And 
from  the  end  of  April,  when  Loudon  made  his  first  at- 
tempt, till  the  end  of  August,  when  Friedrich  took  that 
Camp,  there  was  nothing  but  a  series  of  attempts,  all  in- 
effectual, of  demonstrations,  marchings,  manoeuverings, 
and  Small  events ;  which,  in  the  name  of  every  reader, 
demand  condensation  to  the  utmost.  If  readers  will  be 
diligent,  here,  so  fer  as  needful,  are  the  prefatory  steps. 

Since  Fouquet's  disaster,  Groltz  generally  has  Silesia 
in  charge ;  and  does  it  better  than  expected.  He  was 
never  thought  to  have  Fouquet's  talent  in  him ;  but  he 
shows  a  rugged  loyalty  of  mind,  less  egoistic  than  the 
fiery  Fouquefs;  and  honestly  flings  himself  upon  his 
task,  in  a  way  pleasant  to  look  at :  pleasant  to  the  King 
especially,  who  recognises  in  Goltz  a  useful,  brave,  frank 
soul; — ^and  has  given  him,  this  Spring,  the  Ordei^  of 
Merit,  which  was  a  high  encouragement  to  Goltz.  In 
Silesia,  after  Kosel  last  Year,  there  had  been  truce 
between  Goltz  and  Loudon;  which  should  have  pro- 
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duced  repose  to  both;  but  did  not  altogether,  owing 
to  mistakes  that  rose.  And  at  any  rate,  in  the  end  of 
April,  Loudon,  bursting  suddenly  into  Silesia  with  great 
increase  to  the  forces  already  there,  gave  notice,  as  per 
bargain,  That  "in  96  hours"  the  Truce  would  expire. 
And  waiting  punctiliously  till  the  last  of  said  hours  was 
run  out,  Loudon  fell  upon  Goltz  {April  25^A,  in  the 
Schweidnitz-Landshut  Country),  with  his  usual  vehe- 
mence;— ^meaning  to  get  hold  of  the  SUesian  Passes^ 
and  extinguish  Goltz  (only  10  or  12,000  against  30,000), 
as  he  had  done  Fouquet  last  Year. 

But  Goltz  took  his  measures  better ;  seized  '  the 
GaUows-Hill  of  Hoh^nfriedberg,'  seized  this  and  that; 
and  stood  in  so  forcible  an  attitude,  that  Loudon,  care* 
fully  considering,  durst  not  risk  an  assault ;  and  the 
only  result  was :  Friedrich  hastened  to  relief  of  Goltz 
(rose  from  Meissen  Country,  May  3c?),  and  appeared  in 
Silesia  six  weeks  earlier  than  he  had  intended.  But 
again  took  Cantonments  there  (Schweidnitz  and  neigh- 
bourhood) ; — Loudon  retiring  wholly,  on  first  tidings  of 
him,  home  to  Bohemia  again.  Home  in  Bohemia;  at 
Braunau,  on  the  western  edge  of  the  Glatz  Moimtains, 
— there  sits  Loudon  thenceforth,  silent  for  a  long  time ; 
silently  collecting  an  Army  of  72,000,  with  strict  orders 
from  Vienna  to  avoid  fighting  till  the  Russians  come. 
Loudon  has  very  high  intentions  this  Year.  Intends  to 
finish  Silesia  altogether; — cannot  he,  after  such  a  be- 
ginning upon  Glatz  last  year?  That  is  the  firm  notion 
at  Vienna  among  men  of  understanding:  ever-active 
Loudon  the  favourite  there,  against  a  Cunctator  who 
has  been  too  cunctatory  many  times.  Liegnitz  itself, 
was  not  that  (as  many  opine)  a  disaster  due  to  cuncta- 
tion,  not  of  Loudon's? 

Loudon  is  to  be  joined  by  60,000  Russians,  under  a 
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Feldmarschall  Butturlin,  not  under  sulky  Soltikof,  this 
Year;  junction  to  be  in  Upper  Silesia,  in  Neisse  neigh- 
bourhood. "We  take  that  Fortress,"  say  the  Vienna 
people ;  "  it  is  next  on  the  file  after  Glatz,  Neisse  taken ; 
thence  northward,  cleaning  the  Country  as  we  go :  Brieg, 
Schweidnitz,  Glogau,  probably  Breslau  itself  in  some 
good  interim:  there  are  but  Four  Fortresses  to  do;  and 
the  thing  is  finished.  Let  the  King,  one  to  three,  and 
Loudon  in  command  against  him,  try  if  he  can  hinder 
it !"  This  is  the  Program  ui  Vienna  and  in  Petersburg. 
And,  accordingly,  the  Russians  have  got  on  march  about 
the  end  of  May;  plodding  on  ever  since,  due  hereabouts 
before  June  end :  "junction  to  be  as  near  Neisse  as  you 
can :  and  no  fighting  of  the  King,  on  any  terms,  till  the 
Russians  come."  Never  were  the  Vienna  people  so  cer- 
tain before.  Daun  is  to  do  nothing  "  rash"  in  Saxony  (a 
Daun  not  given  that  way,  they  can  calculate),  but  is  to 
guard  Loudon's  game;  carefully  to  reinforce,  comfort, 
and  protect  the  brave  Loudon  and  his  Russians  till  they 
win; — ^after  which.  Saxony  as  rash  as  you  like.  This  is 
the  Program  of  the  Season : — ^readers  feel  what  an  im- 
mensity of  preliminary  higglings,  hitchings  and  man- 
OBuverings  will  now  demand  to  be  suppressed  by  us! 
Read  these  essential  Fractions,  chiefly  chronological ; — 
and  then,  at  once.  To  Bunzelwitz,  and  the  time  of  close 
grips  in  Silesia  here. 

'  Last  Year/  says  a  loose  Note,  which  we  may  as  well  take 
with  us,  ^Tottleben  did  not  go  home  with  the  rest,  but  kept 

*  hovering  about,  in  eastern  Pommem,  with  a  10,000,  all  Winter ; 

*  attempting  several  kinds  of  mischief  in  those  Countries,  espe- 

*  cially  attempting  to  do  something  on  Colberg ;  which  the  Rus- 

*  sians  mean  to  besiege  next  Summer,  with  more  intensity  than 

*  ever,  for  the  Third,  and,  if  possible,  the  last  time.     "  Storm 
"  their  outposts  there,"  thinks  Tottleben,  "  especially  Belgard, 
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"  the  chief  outpost ;  girdle  tighter  and  tighter  the  obstinate  little 
^^  crow's-nest  of  a  Colberg,  and  have  it  ready  for  besieging  in 
"  good  time."     Tottleben  did  try  upon  the  outposts,  especially 

*  Belgard  the  chief  one  (January  18th,  1761),  but  without  the 

*  least  success  at  Belgard ;  with  a  severe  reproof  instead,  Wer- 
^  ner's  people  being  broad  awake  :^  upon  which  Tottleben  and 

*  they  made  a  truce,  "  Peaceable  till  May  12th ;"  till  June  1st, 
^  it  proved,  about  which  time'  (which  time,  or  afterwards,  as  the 
Silesian  crisis  may  admit !)  ^  we  will  look  in  on  them  again/ 

May  3d^  as  above  intimated,  Friedrich  hastened  o£F  for  Sile- 
sia, quitted  Meissen  that  day,  with  an  Army  of  some  50,000; 
pressingly  intent  to  relieve  Goltz  from  his  dangerous  predica- 
ment there.  This  is  one  of  Friedrich's  famed  marches,  done  in 
a  minimum  of  time  and  with  a  maximum  of  ingenuity ;  concern- 
ing which  I  will  remember  only  that,  one  night,  *he  lodged 
*'  again  at  Rodewitz,  near  Hochkirch,  in  the  same  house  as  on 

*  that  Occasion*  (what  a  thirty  months  to  look  back  upon,  as  you 
sink  to  sleep  I) — *  and  that  no  accident  anywhere  befel  the  March, 
^  though  Daun's  people,  all  through  Saxony  and  the  Lausitz, 

*  were  hovering  on  the  flank, — apprehensive  chiefly  lest  it  might 
'  mean  a  plunge  irdo  Bohemia^  for  relief  of  Goltz,  instead  of 

*  what  it  did.'  For  six  weeks  after  that  hard  March,  the  King's 
people  got  Cantonments  again,  and  rested. 

Prince  Henri  is  left  in  Saxony,  with  Daun  in  huge  force 
against  him,  Daun  and  the  Reich ;  between  whom  and  Henri, — 
Seidlitz  being  in  the  field  again  with  Henri,  Seidlitz  and  others 
of  mark, — there  fell  out  a  great  deal  of  exquisite  manoeuver- 
ing,  rapid  detaching,  and  occasional  sharp  cutting  on  the  small 
scale ;  but  nothing  of  moment  to  detain  us  here,  or  afterwards. 
We  shall  say  only  that  Henri,  to  a  wonderfid  extent,  main- 
tained himself  against  the  heavy  overw^helming  Daun  and  his 
Austrian  and  Eeichs  masses;  and  that  Napoleon,  I  know  not 
after  what  degree  of  study,  pronounced  this  Campaign  of  1761 
to  be  the  masterpiece  of  Henri,  and  really  a  considerable  thing, 
^  La  campagne  de  1761  est  celle  ou  ce  Prince  a  vraiment  montrS 

*  dea  talents  supirieurs ;  the  Battle  of  Freyber^  (wait  till  next 

*  Aooount  of  it,  Helden-Getchichie,  tL  670. 
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Year)  ^nothing  in  comparison.'^  Which  may  well  detain  soldier- 
people  upon  it ;  but  must  not  us,  in  any  measure.  The  result 
of  Henri  being  what  we  said, — a  drawn  game,  or  nearly  so, — ^we 
will,  without  interference  from  him,  follow  Friedrich  and  Goltz. 

Fiiedrich  and  Goltz, — or,  alas,  it  is  very  soon  Friedrich 
alone ;  the  valiant  Goltz  soon  perishing  from  his  hand  I  After 
brief  junction  in  Schwiednitz  Country,  Friedrich  detached  Goltz 
to  his  old  fortified  Camp  at  Glogau,  there  to  be  on  watch. 
Goltz  watching  there,  lynx-eyed,  skilful,  volunteered  a  Proposal 
(June  22d) :  "  Eeinf orce  me  to  20,000,  your  Majesty ;  I  will 
attack  so  and  so  of  those  advancing  Russians!"  Which  his 
Majesty  straightway  approved  of,  and  set  going.^  Goltz  there- 
upon tasked  all  his  energies,  perhaps  overmuch;  and  it  was 
thought  might  at  last  really  have  done  something  for  the  King, 
in  this  matter  of  the  Russians  still  in  separate  Divisions, — ^a  thing 
feasible  if  you  have  energy  and  velocity;  always  unfeasible 
otherwise.  But,  alas,  poor  Goltz,  just  when  ready  to  march, 
was  taken  with  sudden  violent  fever,  the  fruit  probably  of  over- 
work ;  and,  in  ^hat  sad  flame,  blazed  away  his  valiant  existence 
in  three  or  four  days : — ^gone  forever,  June  30th,  1761 ;  to  the 
regret  of  Friedrich  and  of  many. 

Old  Ziethen  was  at  once  pushed  on,  from  Glogau  over  the 
frontier,  to  replace  Goltz;  but,  I  doubt,  had  not  now  the  re- 
quisite velocity :  Ziethen  merely  manoeuvered  about,  and  came 
home  ^^  attending  the  Russians,"  as  Henri,  Dohna  and  others  had 
done.  The  Russians  entered  Silesia,  from  the  north-east  or  Polish 
side,  without  difficulty ;  and  (July  15th-20th)  were  within  reach 
of  Breslau  and  of  an  open  road  to  southward,  and  to  jimction 
with  Loudon,  who  is  astir  for  them  there.  About  Breslau,  they 
linger  and  higgle,  at  their  leisure,  for  three  weeks  longer :  and 
if  their  junction  with  the  Austrians  "in  Neisse  neighbourhood'' 
is  to  be  prevented  or  impeded,  it  is  Friedrich,  not  Ziethen,  that 
will  have  to  do  it* 

Junction  in  Neisse  neighbourhood  (Oppehi,  where  it  should 
have  been,  which  is  some  35  miles  from  Neisse),  Friedrich  did, 

'  Montholon,  Memoires  de  Napoleon,  vii.  324. 

«  Goltz's  Letter  to  the  King,  *  Glogau,  22d  June  1761,'  is  in  Tempelhof 
(v.  88-90),  irho  thinks  the  plan  good. 
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by  velocity  and  dexterity,  contrive  to  prevent ;  but  junction  some- 
where he  probably  knows  to  be  inevitable.  These  are  among 
Friedrich's  famed  marches  and  manoeuverings,  these  against  the 
swift  Loudon  and  his  slow  Russians ;  but  we  will  not  dwell  on 
them.  My  readers  know  the  Bang^s  manner  in  such  cases ;  have 
already  been  on  two  Marches  with  him,  and  even  in  these  same 
routes  and  countries.  We  will  say  only,  that  the  Russians  were 
and  had  been  very  dilatory ;  Loudon  much  the  reverse ;  and  their 
and  Loudon's  Adversary  still  more.  That,  for  five  days,  the  Rus- 
sians, at  length  close  to  Breslau  (August  6th-llth),  kept  vaguely 
cannonading  and  belching  noise  and  apprehension  upon  the  poor 
City,  but  without  real  damage  to  it,  and  as  if  merely  to  pass . 
the  time;  and  had  gradually  pushed  out  foi'e-posts,  as  far  as 
Oppeln,  towards  Loudon,  up  their  safe  right  bank  of  Oder. 
That  Loudon,  on  the  first  glimpse  of  these,  had  made  his  best 
speed  Neisse-ward;  and  did  a  march  or  two  with  good  hope; 
but  at  Miinsterberg  (July  22d),  on  the  morning  of  the  third 
or  fourth  day's  march,  was  astonished  to  see  Friedrich  ahead 
of  him,  nearer  Neisse  than  he;  and  that  in  Neisse  Country 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  no  Russian  junction  possible 
there. 

"  Try  it  in  Schweidnitz  Country,  then  T  said  Loudon.  The 
Russians  leave  off  cannonading  Breslau;  cross  Oder,  about 
Auras  or  Leubus  (August  llth-12th) ;  and  Loudon,  after  some 
finessing,  marches  back  Schweidnitz-way,  cautiously,  skilfully; 
followed  by  Friedrich,  anxious  to  prevent  a  junction  here  too, 
or  at  lowest  to  do  some  stroke  before  it  occur.  A  great  deal 
of  cunning  marching,  shifting  and  manoeuvering  there  is,  for 
days  round  Schweidnitz  on  all  sides ;  encampings  by  Friedrich, 
now  Liegnitz  headquarter,  now  Wahlstadt,  now  Schonbrunn, 
Striegau ; — ^without  the  least  essential  harm  to  Loudon,  or  like- 
lihood increasing  that  the  junction  can  be  hindered.  No  offer 
of  battle  either ;  Loudon  is  not  so  easy  to  beat  as  some.  The 
Russians  come  on  at  a  snail's  pace,  so  Loudon  thinks  it,  who  is 
extremely  impatient;  but  makes  no  mistakes  in  consequence, 
keeps  himself  safe  (Kunzendorf,  on  the  edge  of  the  Glatz  Hills, 
his  main  post),  and  the  roads  open  for  his  heavy-footed  friends. 
In  Nicolstadt,  a  march  from  Wahlstadt,  16th  August,  there 
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axe  60,000  Russians  in  front  of  Friedrich,  72,000  Austrians  in 
rear :  what  can  he,  with  at  the  very  utmost  57,000,  do  against 
them?  Now  was  the  time  to  have  fallen  upon  the  King,  and 
have  consumed  him  between  two  fires,  as  it  is  thought  might 
have  been  possible,  had  they  been  simultaneous,  and  both  of 
them  done  it  with  a  will.  But  simultaneity  was  difficult,  and 
the  will  itself  was  wanting,  or  existed  only  on  Loudon's  side. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  was  attempted  on  the  confederate  part, 
still  less  on  Friedrich's, — ^who  stands  on  his  guard,  and,  from 
the  Heights  about,  has  at  last  to  witness  what  he  cannot  hinder. 
Sees  both  Armies  on  march ;  Austrians  from  the  .south-east  or 
Kunzendorf-Freyberg  side,  Russians  from  the  north-east  or 
Kleinerwitz  side,  wending  in  many  columns  by  the  back  of 
Jauer  and  the  back  of  Liegnitz  respectively ;  till  (August  18th) 
they  'join  hands,'  as  it  is  termed,  or  touch  mutually  by  their 
light  troops ;  and  on  the  19th  (Friedrich  now  o£F  on  another 
scheme,  and  not  witnessing),  fall  into  one  another^s  arms,  ranked 
all  in  one  line  of  posts.*  "  Can  the  Reichshofrath  say  our 
junction  is  not  complete?"  And  so  ends  what  we  called  the 
Prefatory  part;  and  the  time  of  Close  Gripes  seems  to  be 
come! — 

Friedrich  has  now  nothing  for  it  but  to  try  if  he 
cannot  possibly  get  hold  of  Kunzendorf  (readers  may 
look  in  their  Map*),  and  cut  off  Loudon's  staff  of  bread; 
Loudon's,  and  Butturlin's  as  well;  for  the  whole  130,000 
are  now  to  be  fed  by  Loudon,  and  no  slight  task  he  will 
find  it.  By  rushing  direct  on  Kunzendorf  with  such  a 
velocity  as  Friedrich  is  capable  of,  it  is  thought  he  might 
have  managed  Kunzendorf;  but  he  had  to  mask  his 
design,  and  march  by  the  rear  or  east  side  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  not  by  the  west  side:  "They  will  think  I  am 
making  off  in  despair,  intending  for  the  strong  post  of 
Pilzen  there,  with  Schweidnitz  to  shelter  me  in  front!" 
hoped  Friedrich  (morning  of  the  19th),  as  he  marched 

•  Tempelhof,  v.  68-150.  •  See  Map,  p.  306  a. 
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off  on  that  errand.  But  on  approaching  in  that  manner, 
by  the  bow,  he  found  that  Loudon  had  been  quite  scep- 
tical of  such  despair,  and  at  any  rate  had,  by  the  string, 
made  sure  of  Kunzendorf  and  the  food-sources.  August 
20th,  at  break  of  day,  scouts  report  the  Kimzendorf 
ground  thoroughly  beset  agaia,  and  Loudon  in  his  place 
there.  No  use  marching  thitherward  farther : — ^whither 
now,  therefore? 

Friedrich  knows  Pilzen,  what  an  admirable  post  it 
really  is;  except  only  that  Schweidnitz  will  be  between 
the  enemy  and  him,  and  liable  to  be  besieged  by  them ; 
which  will  never  do !  Friedrich,  on  the  moment  of  that 
news  from  Kunzendorf,  gets  on  march,  not  by  the  east 
side  (as  intended  till  the  scouts  came  in),  but  by  the 
west  or  exposed  side  of  Schweidnitz : — he  stood  waiting, 
ready  for  either  route,  and  lost  not  a  moment  on  his 
scouts  coming  in.  All  upon  the  road  by  3  a.m.,  August 
20th ;  and  encamps,  still  at  an  early  hour,  midway  be- 
tween Schweidnitz  and  Striegau :  right  wing  of  him  at 
Zedlitz  (if  the  reader  look  on  his  Map),  left  wing  at 
Jauemik;  headquarters,  Bunzelwitz,  a  poor  VUlage,  ce- 
lebrated ever  since  in  War-annals.  And  begins  (that 
same  evening,  the  earlier  or  rested  part  of  him  begins) 
digging  and  trenching  at  a  most  extraordiuary  rate, 
according  to  plan  formed;  no  enemy  taking  heed  of 
him,  or  giving  the  least  molestation.  This  is  the  world- 
famous  Camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  upon  which  it  is  worth 
while  to  dwell  for  a  little. 

To  common  eyes,  the  ground  hereabouts  has  no 
peculiar  military  strength:  a  wavy  champaign,  with 
nothing  of  abrupt  or  high,  much  of  it  actual  plain,  ex- 
cellent for  cavalry  and  their  work; — this  latter,  too,  is 
an  advantage,  which  Friedrich  has  well  marked,  and 
turns  to  use  in  his  scheme.     The  area  he  takes  in  is 
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perhaps  some  seven  or  eight  miles  long,  by  as  many 
broad.  On  the  west  side  runs  the  still-young  Striegau 
Water,  defensive  more  or  less ;  and  on  tiie  farther  bank 
of  it  green  Kttle  Hills,  their  steepest  side  stream- ward. 
Inexpugnable  Schweidnitz,  with  its  stores  of  every  kind, 
especially  with  its  store  of  cannon  and  of  bread,  is  on 
the  left  or  east  part  of  the  circuit;  in  the  intervening 
space  are  peaceable  farm- villages,  spots  of  bog;  knolls, 
some  of  them  with  wood.  Not  a  village,  bog,  knoE, 
but  Friedrich  has  caught  up,  and  is  busy  profiting  by. 
^^  Swift,  Bursche,  dig  ourselves  in  here,  and  be  ready  for 
^y  quotity  and  quantity  of  them,  if  they  dare  attack !" 
And  25,000  spades  and  picks  are  at  work,  under 
such  a  Field-Engineer  as  there  is  not  in  the  world  when 
he  takes  to  that  employment.  At  all  hours,  night  and 
day,  25,000  of  them :  half  the  Army  asleep,  other  half 
digging,  wheeling,  shoyelling;  plying  their  utmost,  and 
constant  as  Time  himself:  these,  in  three  days,  will  do 
a  great  deal  of  spade-work.  Batteries,  redoubts,  big 
and  little ;  spare  not  for  digging.  Here  is  ground  for 
Cavalry,  too ;  post  them  here,  there,  to  bivouac  in 
readiness,  should  our  Batteries  be  unfortunate.  Long 
Trenches  there  are,  and  also  short;  Batteries  command- 
ing every  in-gate,  and  imder  them  are  Mines :  "  We  will 
blow  you  and  our  Batteries  both  into  the  sir^  in  case  of 
capture !"  think  the  Prussians,  the  common  men  at  least, 
if  Friedrich  do  not.  '  Mines,  and  that  of  being  blown 
'  into  the  air,'  says  Tempelhof,  '  are  always  very  terrible 

*  to  the  common  man.'  In  places  there  are  '  Trenches 
'  16  feet  broad,  by  16  deep,'  says  an  admiring  Archen- 
holtz,  who  was  in  it :  '  and  we  have  two  of  those  Flat- 
'  terminen  (scatter-mines,'  blowing-up  apparatuses)  '  to 

*  each  battery.'^ 

«  Aiehenholtz,  ii.  262,  <Sbc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


188       FRIEDBICH  NOT  TO  BE  OYEBWHELMED.      [Book  XX. 

20th  Aug.— 9th  Sept.  1761. 

'Bunzelwitz,  Jauemik,  Tschechen,  and  Peterwitz, 
'  all  fortified/  continues  Archenholtz ;  '  Wiirben,  in  the 
'  centre,  is  like  a  citadel,  looking  down  upon  Strie- 
'  gau  Water.  Heavy  cannon,  plenty  of  them,  we  have 
^  brought  from   Schweidnitz :    we  have  460  pieces  of 

*  cannon  in  all,  and  182  mines.  Wiirben,  our  citadel 
'  and  centre,  is  about  five  miles  fi-om  Schweidnitz.  Our 
^  entrenchments' — You  already  heard  what  gulfs  some 
of  them  were !  '  Before  the  lines  are  palisades,  storm- 
^  posts,  the  things  we  call  Spanish  Horse  (chevaux-de- 
^  frise)\ — ^woods  we  have  in  abundance  in  our  Circuit, 
^  and  axes  busy  for  carpentries  of  that  kind.     There  are 

*  four  entrenched  knolls;  24  big  batteries,  capable  of 
'  pla}dng  beautifully,  all  like  pieces  in  a  concert.'  Four 
knolls  elaborately  entrenched,  clothed  with  cannon ; 
foimded  upon  j^att^-mines  :  try  where  you  will  to 
enter,  such  torrents  of  death-shot  will  converge  on 
you,  and  a  concert  of  24  big  batteries  begin  their 
music ! — 

On  the  third  day,  Loudon,  looking  into  this  thing, 
which  he  has  not  minded  hitherto,  finds  it  such  a  thing 
as  he  never  dreamt  of  before.  A  thing  strong  as  Gibral- 
tar, in  a  manner ; — ^which  it  will  be  terribly  difficult  to 
attack  with  success !  For  eight  days  more  Friedrich  did 
not  rest  from  his  spade-work ;  made  many  changes  and 
improvements,  tiU  he  had  artificially  made  a  very  Stolpen 
of  it,  a  Plauen,  or  more.  Cogniazo,  the  Austrian  Vete- 
ran^  says:  *  Plauen,  and  Daun's  often-ridiculed  precau- 
'  tions  there,  were  nothing  to  it.  Not  as  if  Bunzelwitz 
'  had  been  so  inaccessible,  as  our  sheer  rocks  there ;  but 
'  because  it  is  a  masterpiece  of  Art,  in  which  the  prin- 

*  ciples  of  tactics  are  combined  with  those  of  field-forti- 

*  fication,  as  never  before.'    Tielke  grows  quite  eloquent 
on  it :  'A  masterpiece  of  judgment  in  ground,'  says  he; 
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*  and  the  treatment  of  it  a  model  of  somid,  true,  and 
'  consummate  field  engineering.'^ 

Ziethen,  appointed  to  that  function,  watches  on  the 
Heights  of  Wiirben,  the  citadel  of  the  place :  keeps  a 
sharp  eye  to  the  south-west.  All  round,  in  huge  half- 
moon  on  the  edge  of  the  Hills  over  there,  six  or  more 
miles  from  Ziethen,  lie  the  angry  Enemies;  Austrians 
south  and  nearest,  about  Kunzendorf  and  Freyberg. 
Eussians  are  on  the  top  of  Striegau  HiUs,  which  are  well 
known  to  some  of  us;  Russian  headquarter  is  Hohen- 
friedberg, — ^who  would  have  thought  it,  Herr  General 
von  Ziethen?  Sixteen  years  ago,  we  have  seen  these 
Heights  in  other  tenantcy :  Austrian  field-music  and  dis- 
played banners  coming  down ;  a  thousand  and  a  thousand 
Austrian  watch-fires  blazing  out  yonder,  in  the  silent 
June  night,  eve  of  such  a  Day !  Bayreuth  Dragoons  and 
their  No.  67; — ^you  will  find  the  Bayreuth  Dragoons 
still  here  in  a  sense,  but  also  in  a  sense  not  Their 
fencing  Chasot  is  gone  to  Liibeck  long  since;  will 
perhaps  pay  Friedrich  a  visit  by  and  by:  their  fiery 
Gessler  is  gone  much  farther,  and  will  never  visit 
anybody  more !  Many  were  the  reapers  then,  and  they 
are  mostly  gone  to  rest.  Here  is  a  new  harvest;  the 
old  sickles  are  still  here;  but  the  hands  that  wielded 
them — ! — "Steady!"  answers  the  Herr  General;  pro- 
foundly aware  of  aU  that,  but  averse  to  words  upon  it. 

Fancy  Loudon's  astonishment,  on  the  third  day: 
**  While  we  have  sat  consulting  how  to  attack  him, 
there  is  he, — ^unattackable,  shall  we  say?"  Unattack- 
able,  Loudon  wiU  not  consent  to  think  him,  though 
Butturlin  has  quite  consented.    "  Difficult,  murderous," 

'  Tieike,  ill.  §  Bunzelioitz  (which  is  praised  as  an  attractive  Piece) ; 
OesterreicMscher  Veteran,  iy.  79 :  dted  in  PreusSy  ii.  285. 
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thinks  Loudon;  "but  possible,  certain,  could  Buttur- 
lin  but  be  persuaded!"  And  tries  aU  his  rhetoric  on 
Butturhn :  "  Shame  on  us !"  urges  the  ardent  Loudon : 
"Imperial  and  Czarish  Majesties;  Kriegshoj&ttth,  Rus- 
sian Senate;  Vienna,  Petersburg,  Versailles,  and  all  the 
world, — ^what  are  they  expecting  of  us?  To  ourselves 
it  seemed  certain,  and  here  we  sit  helplessly  gazing !" 
Loudon  is  very  diligent  upon  Butturliu :  "  Do  but  be- 
lieve that  it  is  possible.  A  plan  can  be  made ;  many 
plans :  the  problem  is  solved,  if  only  your  Excellency 
will  believe."     Which  Butturhn  never  quite  wiU. 

Nobody  knows  better  than  Friedrich  in  what  peril- 
ous crisis  he  now  stands :  beaten  here,  what  army  or 
resource  has  he  left?  Silesia  is  gone  from  him;  by 
every  likelihood,  the  game  is  gone.  This  of  Bunzelwitz 
is  his  last  card;  this  is  now  Ins  one  stronghold  in  the 
world : — ^we  need  not  say  if  he  is  vigilant  in  regard  to 
this.  From  about  the  fourth  day,  when  his  engineering 
was  only  complete  in  outline,  he  particularly  expects  to 
be  attacked.  On  the  fifth  night  he  concludes  it  will  be ; 
knowing  Loudon's  way.  Towards  sunset,  that  evening 
(August  25th),  all  the  tents  are  struck :  tents,  cookeries, 
every  article  of  baggage,  his  own  among  the  rest,  are 
sent  to  Wiirben  Heights  (to  Schweidnitz,  Archenholtz 
says;  but  has  misremembered) :  the  ground  cleared  for 
action.  And  horse  and  foot,  every  man  marches  out, 
and  stands  ready  under  arms. 

Contrary  to  everybody's  expectation,  not  a  shot  was 
heard,  that  night.  Nor  the  next  night,  nor  the  next : 
but  the  practice  of  vigilance  was  contiuued.  Punctual 
as  mathematics :  at  a  given  hour  of  the  afternoon,  tents 
are  all  struck;  tents  and  furnitures,  field  swept  clear; 
and  the  50,000  in  their  places  wait  under  arms.  Next 
morning,  nothing  having  fallen  out,  the  tents  come  back; 
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the  Army  (half  of  it  at  once,  or  almost  the  whole  of  it, 
according  to  aspects)  rests,  goes  to  sleep  if  it  can.  By- 
night  there  is  vigilance,  is  work,  and  no  sleep.  It  is 
felt  to  be  a  hard  life,  but  a  necessary. 

Nor  in  these  labours  of  detail  is  the  King  wanting ; 
far  from  it;  the  King  is  there,  as  ear  and  eye  of  the 
whole.  For  the  King  alone  there  is,  near  the  chief 
Battery,  *on  the  Pfarrberg,  namely,  in  the  clump  of 
trees  tihere,'  a  small  Tent,  and  a  bundle  of  straw  where 
he  can  lie  down,  if  satisfied  to  do  so.  If  all  is  safe,  he 
will  do  so;  perhaps  even  still  he  soon  awakens  again; 
and  stroUs  about  among  his  guard-parties,  or  warms 
himself  by  their  fires.  One  evening,  among  the  orders, 
is  heard  this  item :  "  And  remember,  a  lock  of  straw, 
will  you, — ^that  I  may  not  have  to  sleep  on  the  ground, 
as  last  night!"®  Many  anecdotes  are  current  to  this 
day,  about  his  pleasant  homely  ways  and  affabilities  with 
the  sentry  people,  and  the  rugged  hospitalities  they 
would  show  him  at  their  watchfires.  "  Good  evening, 
children."  "  The  same  to  thee,  Fritz."  "  What  is 
that  you  are  cooking?" — and  would  try  a  spoonful  of 
it,  in  such  company;  while  the  rough  feUows  would 
forbid  Mnoking,  "  Don't  you  know  he  dislikes  it?'  "  No, 
smoke  away !"  the  King  would  insist. 

Mythical  mainly,  these  stories;  but  the  dialect  of 
them,  true ;  and  very  strange  to  us.  Like  that  of  an 
Arab  Sheik  among  his  tribesmen;  like  that  of  a  man 
whose  authority  needs  no  keeping  up,  but  is  a  Law 
of  Nature  to  himself  and  everybody.  He  permits  a 
little  bantering  even;  a  rough  joke  against  himself,  if 
it  spring  sincerely  from  the  complexion  of  the  fact. 
The  i)oor  men  are  terribly  tired  of  this  work:  such 
bivouacking,  packing,  unpacking;  and  continual  wait- 
»  Seyfarth,  iii  16n. 
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ing  for  the  tug  of  battle,  which  never  comes.  Biscuits, 
meal  are  abundant  enough;  but  flesh-meat  wearing  low; 
above  all,  no  right  sleep  to  be  had.  Friedrich's  own 
table,  I  should  think,  is  very  sparingly  beset  ("A  cup 
of  chocolate  is  my  dinner  on  marching-days,"  wrote 
he  once,  this  Season);  certainly  his  Lodging, — damp 
ground,  and  the  straw  sometimes  forgotten, — ^is  none  of 
the  best.  And  thus  it  has  to  last,  night  after  night  and 
day  after  day.  On  September  8th,  General  Billow  went 
out  for  a  little  butcher' s-meat ;  did  bring  home  '  200 
head  of  neat  cattle'  (I  fear,  not  very  fat)  'and  300 
sheep.'^ 

Loudon,  all  this  while,  is  labouring,  as  man  seldom 
did,  to  bring  Butturlin  to  the  striking  place ; — ^who  con- 
tinues flaccid,  Loudon  screwing  and  rescrewing,  alto- 
gether in  vain.  Loudon  does  not  deny  the  difficulty ; 
but  insists  on  the  possibility,  the  necessity :  Councils  of 
War  are  held,  remonstrances,  encouragements.  "We 
will  lend  you  a  Corps,"  answers  Butturlin;  "but  as  to 
our  Army  cooperating, — except  in  that  far-off  way,  it 
is  too  dangerous !"  Meanwhile  provisions  are  running 
low;  the  time  presses.  A  formal  Plan,  presented  by  the 
ardent  Loudon, — Loudon  himself  to  take  the  deadlier 
part, — "Mark  it,  noble  Russian  gentlemen;  and  you  to 
have  the  easier!" — surely  that  is  loyal,  and  not  in  the 
old  cat's-paw  way?  But  in  that,  too,  there  is  an  offence. 
Butturlin  and  the  Russians  grumble  to  themselves: 
"And  you  to  take  all  the  credit,  as  you  did  at  Kuners- 
dorf  ?  A  mere  adjunct,  or  auxiliary,  we : — ^and  we  are 
a  Feldmarschall;  and  you,  what  is  your  rank  and  seni- 
ority?" In  short,  they  will  not  do  it;  and  in  the  end 
coldly  answer :  "  A  Corps,  if  you  like ;  but  the  whole 
Army,  positively  no."     Upon  which  Loudon  goes  home 

•  Tempelhof,  v.  172. 
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half  mad;  and  has  a  colic  for  eight-and-forty  hours. 
This  was  September  2d;  the  final  sour  refusal; — ^nearly 
heart-breaking  to  Loudon.  Provisions  are  run  so  low 
withal;  the  Campaign  season  all  but  done;  result,  no- 
thing :  not  even  an  attempt  at  a  result. 

No  Prussian,  from  Friedrich  downwards,  had  doubted 
but  the  attack  would  be :  the  grand  upshot  and  fiery 
consummation  of  these*  dark  continual  hardships  and 
nocturnal  watchings.  Thrice  over,  on  different  nights, 
the  Prussians  imagined  Loudon  to  have  drawn  out, 
intending  actual  business;  and  thrice  over  to  have 
drawn  in  again, — instead  of  once  only,  as  was  the  fact, 
and  then  taken  colic.^^  Friedrich's  own  notion,  that 
*  over  dinner,  glass  in  hand,'  the  two  Generals  had,  in 
the  enthusiasm  of  such  a  moment,  agreed  to  do  it,  but 
on  sober  inspection  found  it  too  dubious,^^  appears  to 
be  ungrounded.  Whether  they  could  in  reality  have 
stormed  him,  had  they  all  been  willing,  is  still  a  ques- 
tion ;  and  must  continue  one.  Wednesday  evening, 
9th  September,  there  was  much  movement  noticeable  in 
the  Russian  camp ;  also  among  the  Austrian,  there  are 
regiments,  foot  and  horse,  coming  down  hitherward: 
**  Meaning  to  try  it,  then?"  thought  Friedrich,  and  got 
at  once  under  arms.  Suppositions  were  various;  but 
about  10  at  night,  the  whole  Russian  Camp  went  up  in 
flame ;  and,  next  morning,  the  Russians  were  not  there. 

Russian  main  Army  clean  gone;  already  got  to 
Jauer,  as  we  hear;  and  Beck  with  a  Division  to  see 
them  safe  across  the  Oder; — only  Czemichef  and 
20,000  being  left,  as  a  Corps  of  Loudon's.  Who,  with 
all  Austrians,  are  quiet  in  their  Heights  of  Kunzendorf 
again.  And  thus,  on  the  twentieth  morning,  Septem- 
ber 10th,  this  strange  Business  terminated.     Shot  of 

>•  Tempelhof,  v.  170.  "  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  v.  125. 

VOL,  VI.  0 
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those  batteries  is  drawn  again;  powder  of  those  mines 
lifted  out  again :  no  firing  of  your  heavy  Artillery  at 
all,  nor  even  of  your  light,  after  such  elaborate  charging 
and  shoving  of  it  hither  and  thither  for  the  last  three 
weeks.  The  Prussians  cease  their  bivouacking,  nightly 
striking  of  tents;  and  encamp  henceforth  in  a  merely 
human  manner;  their  "  Sj)anish  Riders''  {Frisian  Horse, 
Chevaux'de-Frise^  others  of  us  call  them),  their  Storm- 
pales  and  elaborate  wooden  Engineerings,  they  gradually 
bum  as  fuel  in  Ihe  cold  nights;  finding  Loudon  abso- 
lutely quiescent,  and  that  the  thing  is  over,  for  the  pre- 
sent. One  huge  peril  handsomely  staved  away,  though 
so  many  others  impend. 

By  way  of  accelerating  Butturlin,  Friedrich,  next 
day,  September  11th,  despatched  General  Platen  with 
some  8,000  (so  I  will  guess  them  from  Tempelhof's 
enumeration  by  battalions),  to  get  round  the  flank  of 
Butturlin,  and  bum  his  Magazines.  Platen,  a  valiant 
skilful  person,  did  this  business,  as  he  was  apt  to  do, 
in  a  shining  style ;  shot  dextrously  forward  by  the 
skirts  of  Butturlin ;  heard  of  a  big  Wagenburg  or  Tra- 
velling Magazine  of  his,  at  Gostyn  over  the  Polish 
Frontier;  in  fact,  his  travelling  breadbasket,  arranged 
as  "  Wagon-fortress"  in  and  round  some  Convent  there, 
with  trenches,  brick-walls,  cannon,  and  defence  con- 
sidered strong  enough  for  so  important  a  necessarj^  of 
the  road.  September  15th,  Platen,  before  cock-crow, 
burst  out  suddenly  on  this  Wagon-fortress,  with  its 
cannons,  trenches,  brick-walls  and  defensive  Russians; 
stormed  into  it  with  extraordinary  fury :  "  Fixed  bay- 
onets," ordered  he,  at  the  main  point  of  their  defence, 
"  not  a  shot  till  they  are  tumbled  out!" — ^tumbled  them 
out  accordingly,  into  flight  and  ruin;  took  of  prisoners 
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1,846,  seven  cannon,  and  burnt  the  5,000  provender 
wagons,  which  was  the  soul  of  the  adventure;  and 
directly  got  upon  the  road  again.^^  Detachments  of 
him  then  fell  on  Posen,  on  Posen  and  other  small 
Russian  repositories  in  those  parts, — hay-magazines, 
biscuit-stores,  soldiers'  uniforms;  distributed  or  burnt 
the  same ; — completely  destroying  the  travelling  haver- 
sack or  general  road-bag  of  Butturlin :  a  Butturlin  that 
will  have  to  hasten  forward  or  starve. 

Which  done,  Platen  (not  waiting  the  King's  new 
orders,  but  anticipating  them,  to  the  King's  great  con- 
tentment) marched  instantly,  with  his  best  speed  and 
skilfullest  contrivance  of  routes  and  methods,  not  back 
to  the  King,  but  onward  towards  Colberg, — (which  he 
knows,  as  readers  shall  anon,  to  be  much  in  need  of 
him  at  present); — ^and  without  injury,  though  begirt 
all  the  way  by  a  hurricane  of  Cossacks  and  light  people 
doing  their  utmost  upon  him,  arrived  there,  September 
25th ;  victoriously  cutting  in  across  the  Besieging  Party  t 
and  will  again  be  visible  enough  when  we  arrive  there. 
Indignant  Butturlin  chased  violently,  eager  to  punish 
Platen ;  but  could  get  no  hold :  found  Platen  was  clear 
off,  to  Pommem, — on  what  errand  Butturlin  knew  well, 
if  not  so  well  what  to  do  in  consequence.  "  Reinforce 
our  poor  Besiegers  there,  and  again  reinforce"  (to  enor- 
mous amounts,  40,000  of  them  in  the  end); — "get 
bread  from  them  withal : — and,  before  long,  flow  bodily 
thitherward,  for  bread  to  ourselves  and  for  their  poor 
sake !"     That,  on  the  whole,  was  what  Butturlin  did. 

Friedrich  stayed  at  Bunzelwitz  above  a  fortnight  after 
Butturlin.  "Why  did  not  Friedrich  stay  altogether, 
and  wait  here?"    said  some,  triumphantly  soon  after. 

"  Tempelhof,  v.  281-293 ;  Helden-Geeckichie,  vi.  643-649. 
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That  was  not  well  possible.  His  Schweidnitz  Magazine 
is  worn  low;  not  above  a  month's  provision  now  left 
for  so  many  of  us.  The  rate  of  sickness,  too,  gets 
heavier  and  heavier  in  this  Bunzelwitz  Circuit.  In  fine, 
it  is  greatly  desirable  that  Loudon,  who  has  nothing  but 
Bohemia  for  outlook,  should  be  got  to  start  thither  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  be  quickened  homeward.  Septem- 
ber 25th-26th,  Friedrich  will  be  under  way  again. 

And,  in  the  mean  while,  may  not  we  employ  this 
fortnight  of  quiescence  in  noting  certain  other  things  of 
interest  to  him  and  us,  which  have  occurred,  or  are 
occurring,  in  other  parts  of  the  Field  of  War?  Of 
Henri  in  Saxony  we  undertook  to  say  nothing;  and 
indeed  hitherto, — big  Daun  with  his  Lacys  and  Reichs- 
folk,  lying  so  quiescent,  tethered  by  considerations 
(Daim  continually  detaching,  watching,  for  support  of 
his  Loudon  and  Russians  and  their  thrice-important 
operation,  which  has  just  had  such  a  finish), — ^there 
could  ahnost  nothing  be  said.  Nothing  hitherto,  or 
even  henceforth,  as  it  proves,  except  mutual  vigilances, 
multifarious  bickerings,  manoeuverings,  affairs  of  posts : 
sharp  bits  of  cutting  (Seidlitz,  Green  Kleist,  and  other 
sharp  people  there) ;  which  must  not  detain  us  in  such 
speed.  But  there  are  two  points,  the  Britannic-French 
Campaign,  and  the  Third  Siege  of  Colberg;  which  in  no 
rate  of  speed  could  be  quite  omitted. 

Of  Ferdinands  Battle  of  VelUnghausen  (15th-16th 
July)  ;  and  the  Campaign  1761. 

Vellinghausen  is  a  poor  little  moory  Hamlet  in  Pa- 
derbom  County,  near  the  south  or  left  bank  of  the 
Lippe  River;  lies  to  the  north  of  Soest, — ^some  15  miles 
to  your  left-hand  there,  as  you  go  by  rail  fi*om  Aachen 
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to  Paderbom; — ^but  nobody  now  has  ever  heard  of  it  at 
Soest  or  elsewhere,  famous  as  it  once  became  a  hundred 
years  ago.  Ferdinand  had  taken  a  singular  position 
there,  in  the  early  days  of  July  1761.  Here  is  brief 
Notice  of  that  Affair,  and  of  some  results,  or  adjuncts, 
still  more  important,  which  it  had : 

^This  Year,  Ferdinand's  Campaign  is  more  diiScult  than 
ever ;  Choiseul  having  made  a  quite  spasmodic  effort  towards 
Hanover,  while  negotiating  for  Peace.  Two  Armies,  counting 
together  160,000  men,  in  great  completeness  of  equipment, 
Choiseul  has  got  on  foot,  against  Ferdinand's  of  95,000.  Had 
a  fine  dashing  plan,  too ; — devised  by  himself  (something  of  a 
Soldier,  he  too,  and  full  of  what  the  messrooms  call  "  dash") ; 
— ^not  so  bad  a  Plan  of  the  dashing  kind,  say  judges.  But  it 
was  marred  sadly  in  one  point :  That  Broglio,  on  issuing  from 
his  Hessian  Winter-quarters,  is  not  to  be  sole  General ;  that 
Soubise,  from  the  Lower  Rhine  Coimtry,  is  to  be  Co-General ; 
— such  the  inexorable  will  of  Pompadour.  This  clause  of  the 
business  Ferdinand,  at  an  early  stage,  appears  to  have  guessed 
or  discerned  might,  for  him,  be  the  saving  clause. 

*  Now,  as  formerly,  Ferdinand's  first  grand  business  is  to 
guard  Lippstadt, — guard  it  now  from  these  two  Generals: — 
and,  singular  to  see,  instead  of  opposing  the  junction  of  them, 
he  has  submitted  cheerfully  to  let  them  join.  And  in  the 
course  of  a  week  or  two  after  taking  the  field,  is  found  to  be 
on  the  western  or  outmost  flank  of  Soubise,  crushing  him  up 
towards  Broglio,  not  otherwise !  And  has,  partly  by  acci- 
dent, taken  a  position  at  Vellinghausen  which  infinitely  puzzles 
Broglio  and  Soubise,  when  they  rush  into  junction  at  Soest 
(July  6th),  and  study  the  thing,  with  their  own  eyes,  "for 
eight  whole  days,  in  concert."  What  continual  reconnoiter- 
ing,  galloping  about  of  high-plumed  gentlemen  together  or 
apart ;  what  memoir-ingy  mutual  consulting,  beating  of  brains, 
to  little  purpose,  during  those  eight  days  1 — 

*  Ferdinand  stands  in  moory  difficult  ground,  length  of  him 
about  eight  miles,  looking  eastward ;  with  his  left  at  Velling- 
hausen and  the  Lippe ;  centre  of  him  is  astride  of  the  Ahse 
(centre  partly,  and  right  wing  wholly,  are  on  the  south  side 
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*  of  Ahse),  which  is  a  branch  of  Lippe ;  and  in  front,  he  has 

*  various  Uttle  Hamlets,  Kirch-Denkem'  (iSrcA-Denkern,  for 
there  are  three  or  four  other  Denkerns  thereabouts),  ^Scheid- 
^  ingen,  Wambehi,  and  others ;  and  his  right  wing  is  covered 

*  farther  by  a  quaggy  brook,  which  runs  into  the  above-said 

*  Ahse,  and  is  a  suh-hrBXich  of  Lippe.     At  most  of  these  Vil- 

*  lages  Ferdinand  has  thrown  up  something  of  earthworks :  there 

*  are  bogs,  rough  places,  woods ;   all  are  turned  to  advantage. 

*  Ferdinand  is  in  a  strongish,  but  yet  a  dangerous  position ;  and 
^  will  give  difficulties,  and  does  give  endless  dubieties,  to  these 

*  high-plumed  gentlemen  galloping  about  with  their  spyglasses 

*  for  eiglit  days.     One  possibility  they  pretty  soon  discern  in 

*  him :  His  left  flank  rests  on  Lippe,  yes ;  but  his  right  flank 
'  is  in  the  air,  has  nothing  to  rest  on ; — ^here  surely  is  some 

*  possibility  for  us  ?   A  strong  Position,  that  of  his ;  but  if  driven. 

*  out  of  it  by  any  method,  he  has  no  retreat ;  is  tumbled  back 
^  into  the  aiigle  where  Ahse  and  Lippe  meet,  and  into  the  little 
^  Town  of  Hamm  there,  where  his  ^Magazine  is.  What  a  fate 
^  for  him,  if  we  succeed ! — 

^  Ferdinand,  by  the  incessant  reconnoitering  and  other  symp- 
^  toms,  judges  what  is  coming ;  concludes  he  will  be  attacked  in 

*  this  posture  of  his ;  and  on  the  whole,  what  critics  now  reckon 

*  very  wise  and  very  courageous  of  him,  determines  to  stand  his 
'  chance  in  it.     The  consultations  of  Broglio  and  Soubise  are  a 

*  thing  unique  to  look  upon ;  spread  over  volumes  of  Official 

*  Record,  and  about  a  volume  and  a  half  even  of  Bourcetj  where 
^  it  is  still  almost  amusing  to  read;^^  and  ending  in  helpless 

*  downbreak  on  both  parts.  Of  strategic  faculty  nobody  sup* 
^  poses  they  had  much,  and  nearly  all  of  it  is  in  Broglio ;  Soubise 

*  being  strong  in  Court-favour  only.  Exquisitely  polite  they 
^  both  strive  to  be ;  and  under  the  exquisite  politeness,  what 
^  infirmities  of  temper,  splenetic  suspicions,  and  in  fact  mutual 

*  hatred  lay  hidden,  could  never  be  accurately  known.  "  Attack 
^  him,  Sunday  next ;  on  the  13th  I"  so,  at  the  long  last,  both  of 

"  Mem  aires  Historiquea  (that  is  to  say,  for  most  part,  Selection  of 
Official  Papers)  sur  la  Guerre  que  Us  Franqais  ont  soutenue  en  All^magne 
depuis  1757  jusq'au  1762 :  Par  M.  de  Bourcet,  Lieutenant- G^n^ral  dea 
Armies  du  Eoi  (3  tomes,  Paris,  1792)  ; — ^worthily  done ;  but  occupied, 
two-thirds  of  it,  with  this  Yellinghausen  and  the  paltiy  ^Campaign  of 
1761 !' 
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them  had  said.  And  then,  on  more  reflexion,  Broglio  after- 
wards :  "  Or  not  till  the  15th,  M.  le  Prince ;  till  I  reconnoitre 
yet  again,  and  drive  in  his  outposts  ?"  "  M,  le  Mar^chaFs  will 
is  always  mine :  Tuesday,  15th,  reconnoitre  him,  drive  him  in ; 
be  it  so,  then  T'  answers  Soubise,  with  extreme  politeness, — ^but 
thinking  in  his  own  mind  (or  thought  to  be  thinking),  "  Wants 
to  do  it  himself,  or  to  get  the  credit  of  doing  it,  as  in  former 
cases ;  and  bring  me  into  disgrace  T'  Not  quite  an  insane  notion 
either,  on  Soubise's  part,  say  some  who  have  looked  into  the 
Brogho-Soubise  Controversy ; — which  far  be  it  from  any  of  us, 
at  this  or  at  any  time,  to  do.    Here  are  the  facts  that  ensued. 

^  Tuesday y  July  15thy  1761,  Broglio  reconnoitered  with  inten- 
sity all  day,  drove  in  all  Ferdinand's  outposts;  and  about  six  in 
the  evening,  seeing  hope  of  surprise,  or  spurred  by  some  notion 
of  doing  the  feat  by  himself,  suddenly  burst  into  onslaught  on 
Ferdinand's  Position :  "  Vellinghausen  yonder,  and  the  woody 
strengths  about, — could  not  we  get  hold  of  that;  it  would  be 
so  convenient  tomorrow  morning  I"  Granby  and  the  English 
are  in  camp  about  Vellinghausen ;  and  are  taken  quite  on  the 
sudden :  but  they  drew  out  rapidly,  in  a  state  of  bottled  indig- 
nation, and  fought,  all  of  them, — ^Pembroke's  Brigade  of  Horse, 
Cavendish's  of  Foot,  Berg^Schotterij  Maxwell's  Brigade,  and  the 
others,  in  a  highly  satisfactory  way, — "mi^  unbeschreiblicher 
Tap/erkeity'^  says  Mauvillon  on  tills  occasion  again.  Broglio 
truly  has  burst  out  into  enormous  cannonade,  musketade,  and 
cavalry-work,  in  this  part;  and  struggles  at  it,  almost  four 
hours, — a  furious,  and  especially  a  very  noisy  business,  charg- 
ing, recharging  through  the  woods  there; — ^but,  met  in  this 
manner,  finds  he  can  make  nothing  of  it;  and  about  10  at 
night,  leaves  off  till  a  new  morning. 

*Next  morning,  about  4,  Broglio,  having  diligently  warned 
Soubise  overnight,  recommenced;  again  very  fiercely,  and  with 
loud  cannonading ;  but  with  result  worse  than  before.  Ferdi- 
nand overnight,  while  Broglio  was  warning  Soubise,  had  con- 
siderably strengthened  his  left  wing  here, — ^by  detachments 
from  the  right  or  Anti-Soubise  wing;  judging,  with  good  fore- 
sight, how  Soubise  would  act.  And  accordingly,  while  poor 
Broglio  kept  storming  forward  with  his  best  ability,  and  got 
always  hurled  back  again,  Soubise  took  matters  e93y;  ^^had 
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*  understood  the  hour  of  attack  to  be"  so-and-so,  "  had  under- 
^  stood"  this  and  that ;  and  on  the  whole,  except  summoning  or 
^  threatening,  in  the  most  languid  way,  one  outlying  redoubt 
'  ("  redoubt  of  Scheidingen")  on  Ferdinand's  right  wing,  did 

*  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  for  behoof  of  his  Broglio,     Who, 

*  hour    after   hour,   finds   himself  ever  w^orse    bested ; — those 

*  Granby  people  proving  "  indescribable"  once  more'  (their  Wut- 
genau  also,  with  his  Hanoverians,  not  being  absent,  as  they 
rather  were  last  night) '; — *  and  about  10  in  the  morning,  gives 
^  up  the  bad  job ;  and  sets  about  retiring.  If  retiring  be  now 
^  permissible ;  which  it  is  not  altogether.  Ferdinand,  watching 
^  intently  through  his  glass  the  now  silent  Broglio,  discerns 
"  Some  confusion  in  the  Mar^chal  yonder !" — ^and  orders  a  gene- 
^  ral  charge  of  the  left  wing  upon  Broglio ;  which  considerably 
^  quickened  his  retreat ;  and  broke  it  into  flight,  and  distressful 
^  wreck  and  capture,  in  some  parts, — ^Regiment  Bcmge^  for  one 
^  item,  falling  wholly,  men,  cannon,  flags  and  furniture,  to  that 
^  Maxwell  and  his  Brigade. 

*  Ferdinand  lost,  by  the  indistinct  accounts,  "  from  1,500  to 
'  2,000:"  Broglio's  loss  was  "above  5,000;  2,000  of  them  pri- 
^  soners,"  Soubise,  for  his  share,  "  had  of  killed  24," — O  you 
^  laggard  of  a  Soubise  !^*     And  it  is  a  Battle  lost  to  Choiseul's 

*  grand  Pair  of  Armies ;  a  Campaign  checked  in  mid  volley ; 
^  and  nothing  but  recriminations,  courts-martial,  shrieky  jargon- 
^  ings, — and  plain  incompatibility  between  the  Two  Mar^chaux 

*  de  France ;  so  that  they  had  to  part  company,  and  go  each  his 

*  own  road  henceforth.  Choiseul  remonstrates  with  them,  urges, 
^  encourages ;  writes  the  "  admirablest  Despatches ;"  to  no  pur- 

*  pose.  "  How  ridiculous  and'  humiliating  would  it  be  for  us,  if, 
"  with  Two  Armies  of  such  strength,  we  accomplished  nothing, 
"  and  the  whole  Campaign  were  lost !"  writes  he  once  to  them. 

^  Which  was  in  fact  the  result  arrived  at ;  the  two  Generals 

"  Mauvillon,  ii.  171-189  ;  Tempelhof,  v.  207-221 ;  Bourcet,  ii.  75  et  seq. 
In  Helden-Geschichte  (vi.  770-782-792)  the  French  Account,  and  the  Eng- 
lish (or  Allied),  with  LisU^  and  the  like.  Slight  Letter  from  Sir  Robert 
Murray  Keith  to  his  Excellency  Papa,  now  at  Petersburg,  *  Excellency  first,* 
as  we  used  to  define  him,  stands  in  the  miserably  edited  Memoirs  and  Cor- 
respondence (London,  1849),  i.  104-6 ;  and  may  tempt  you  to  a  reading ; 
but  alters  nothing,  adds  little  or  nothing.  Sir  R.  fights  here  as  a  Colonel 
of  Highlanders,  but  afterwards  became  *  Excellency  second'  of  his  name. 
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^  parting  company  for  this  Campaign  (and  indeed  for  all  others) ; 
^  and  each,  in  his  own  way,  proving  futile.     Soubise,  with  some 

*  30,000,  went  gasconading  about,  in  the  Westphalian,  or  ex- 

*  treme  western  parts ;  taking  Embden  (from  two  Companies  of 

*  Chelsea  Pensioners ;   to  whom  he  broke  his  word,  poor  old 

*  souls ; — ^to  whom,  and  much  more  to  the  Populations  there^*), — 
^  taking  Embden,  not  taking  Bremen ;  and  in  fact  doing  nothing, 

*  except  keep  the  Gazetteers  in  vain  noise :  a  Soubise  not  in  force, 

*  by  himself,  to  shake  Ferdinand ;  and  who,  it  is  remarked,  now 
^  and  formerly,  always  prefers  to  be  at  a  good  distance  from 

*  that  Oentleman.  Broglio,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps  violently 
'  pulsing  out,  round  Ferdinand's  flanks ;  taking  Wolf enbiittel 
'  (Broglio's  for  two  days),  besieging  Brunswick  (for  one  day) ; — 
'  and,  in  short,  leaving,  he  too,  the  matter  as  he  had  found  it. 

*  A  man  of  difficult,  litigious  temper,  I  should  judge ;  but  clearly 

*  has  something  of  generalship :  "  does  understand  tactic,  if  stra- 

*  tegy  noiy^  said  everybody;  ^* while  Soubise,  in  both  capacities, 

*  is  plain  zero  !"^*  The  end,  however,  was :  next  Winter,  Broglio 
'  got  dismissed,  in  favour  of  Soubise ; — ^rest  from  shrieky  jargon 

*  ha\'ing  its  value  to  some  of  us ;  and  "  hold  of  Hanover'*  being 

*  now  plainly  a  matter  hopeless  to  France  and  us.' 

In  this  Battle  a  fine  young  Prince  of  Brunswick 
got  killed;  Erbprinz's  second  Brother; — leading  on  a 
Regiment  of  Berg-Schotten^  say  the  accounts.  ^^    Berg- 

"  Letter  from  a  French  Protestant  Gentleman  at  Groningen;  followed 
by  confirmatoiy  Letter  from  &c,  &c.  (copied  into  Gentleman^s  Magazine  for 
1761),  give  sp^dal  details  of  the  altogether  CTZ^m- Soltikof  atrocities,  per- 
petrated by  Soubise's  people  (doubtless  against  his  will)  on  the  recalcitrant 
or  disaffected  Peasants,  on  the  &c.  &c. 

ri.'*  Excellency  Stanley  (see  infra)  to  Pitt,  *  Paris,  30th  July  1761 :'  in 
Thackeray,.il  561-2, 

"  \The  Life  of  Prince  Albert  Henry'  (had  lived  only  19  years,  poor 
youth,  not  much  of  a  "  life !" — ^but  the  account  of  his  Education  is  worth 
reading,  from  a  respectable  Eyewitness)  ^  of  Brunsvyick-Luneburg^  Brother 

*  to  the  Hereditary  Prince;  who  so  eminently  dbc,  at  Fellinghausen  &c.  &c. 

*  (London,  Printed  for  &c.  1763).    Written  originally  in  German  by  the 

*  Eev.  Mr.  HierusalenC  (Father  of  the  "  Young  Jerusalem"  who  killed 
himself  afterwards,  and  became,  in  a  sense,  €k>ethe*s  Werther  and  Sor- 
rows),   Price,  probably,  Two-pence. 
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Schotten,  and  English  generally,  Pembroke's  Horse,  Ca- 
vendish's Brigade, — ^we  have  mentioned  their  behaviour ; 
and  how  Maxwell's  Brigade  took  one  whole  regiment 
prisoners,  in  that  final  charge  on  Broglio.  "  What  a 
glorious  set  of  fellows  !"  said  the  English  people  over 
their  beer,  at  home.  Beer  let  us  fancy  it;  at  the  Sign 
of  The  Marquis  of  Granhy^  which  is  now  everywhere 
prevalent  and  splendent; — the  beer,  we  will  hope,  good. 
And  as  this  is  a  thing  still  said,  both  over  beer  and 
higher  hquors,  and  perhaps  is  liable  to  be  too  much 
insisted  on,  I  wiU  give,  from  a  candid  Bystander,  who 
knows  the  matter  well,  what  probably  is  a  more  solid 
and  circumstantially  correct  opinion.  Speaking  of  Fer- 
dinand's skiU  of  management,  and  of  how  very  composite 
a  kind  his  Army  was.  Major  MauviUon  has  these  words : 

^  The  first  in  rank/  of  Ferdinand's  Force,  ^  were  the  English ; 
'  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  Army.     Braver  troops,  when 

*  on  the  field  of  battle  and  under  arms  against  the  enemy,  you 
^  will  nowhere  find  in  the  world :  that  is  a  truth ; — and  with  that 

*  the  sum  of  their  military  merits  ends.  In  the  first  place,  their 
^  Infantry  consists  of  such  an  unselected  hand-over-head  miscel- 
'  lany  of  people,  that  it  is  highly  difficult  to  preserve  among  them 

*  even  a  shadow  of  good  discipline,'— of  Manmzuchtj  in  regard  to 
plunder,  drinking  and  the  like ;  does  not  mean  Kriegszucht^  or 
drill.  *  Their  Cavalry  indeed  is  not  so  constituted ;  but  a  f  ooUsh 
^  love  for  their  horses  makes  them  astonishingly  plunderous  of 

*  forage ;  and  thus  they  exhaust  a  district  far  faster  in  that  re- 
^  spect  than  do  the  Germans. 

^  Officers'  Commissions  among  them  are  all  had  by  purchase : 

*  from  which  it  follows  that  their  Officers  do  not  trouble  their 

*  heads  about  the  service ;  and  understand  of  it,  very  very  few 

*  excepted,  absolutely  nothing  whatever'  (what  a  charming  set  of 
"  Officers"  I) — ^  and  this  goes  from  the  Ensign  up  to  the  General. 
^  Their  home-customs  incline  them  to  the  indulgences  of  life ;  and^ 
^  nearly  without  exception,  they  all  expect  to  have  ample  and  com-* 

*  f ortable  means  of  sleep.'   (Hear,  hear  1)   *  This  leads  them  often 
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*  into  military  negligences,  which  would  sound  incredible,  were  they 
^  narrated  to  a  soldier.     To  all  this  is  added  a  quiet  natural  arro- 

*  gance  (  Uebermuih)^ — ^very  quiet,  mostly  unconscious,  and  as  if 
inborn  and  ccHning  by  discernment  of  mere  facts, — ^  which  tempts 

*  them  to  despise  the  enemy  as  well  as  the  danger ;  and  as  they 

*  very  seldom  think  of  making  any  surprisal  themselves,  they 

*  generally  take  it  for  granted  that  the  enemy  will  as  little. 

*  This  arrogance,  however,  had  furthermore  a  very  bad  con- 

*  sequence  for  their  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  Army.  It  is  well 
^  known  how  much  these  people  despise  all  Foreigners.  This  of 
^  itself  renders  their  cooperating  with  Troops  of  other  Nations 

*  verj' diflBcult.   But  in  this  case  there  was  the  circumstance  that, 

*  as  the  Army  was  in  English  pay,  they  felt  a  strong  tendency 
^  to  regard  their  fellow-soldiers  and  copartners  as  a  sort  of  subor- 

*  dinate  war-valets,  who  must  be  ready  to  put  up  with  anj'thing: 

*  — ^which  was  far  indeed  from  being  the  opinion  of  the  others 

*  concerned !     The  others  had  not  the  smallest  notion  of  con- 

*  senting  to  any  kind  of  inferior  treatment  or  consideration  in 

*  respect  of  them.    To  the  Hanoverians  especially,  from  known 

*  political  feelings,  they  were  at  heart,  for  most  part,  specially 

*  indisposed ;  and  tliis  mode  of  thinking  was  capable  of  leading 

*  to  very  dangerous  outbreaks.     The  Hanoverians,  a  dull  steady 

*  people,  brave  as  need  be,  but  too  slow  for  anything  but  foot 

*  ser\'ice,  considered  silently  this  War  to  be  their  War,  and  that 
^  all  the  rest,  English  as  well,  were  here  on  their^  (and  Britannic 
Majesty's)  '  account. 

*  Think  what  difSculties  Ferdinand's  were,  and  what  his  merit 

*  in  quietly  subduing  them ;  while  to  the  cursory  observer  they 

*  were  invisible,  and  nobody  noticed  them  but  himself  I'^® 

Yes,  doubtless.  He  needed  to  know  his  kinds  of  men ;  to 
regard  intensely  the  chemic  affinities  and  natural  properties,  to 
keep  his  phosphorescents,  his  nitres  and  charcoals  well  apart; 
to  get  out  of  these  English  what  they  were  capable  of  giving 
him,  namely,  heavy  strokes, — and  never  ask  them  for  what 
they  had  not :  them  <h*  the  others ;  but  treat  ^ach  according  to 
his  kind.  Just,  candid,  consummately  polite;  an  excellent 
manager  of  men,  as  well  as  of  war-movements,  though  Voltaire 

»  MauviUon,  IL  270-272. 
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found  him  shockingly  defective  in  esprit.  The  English,  I  think, 
he  generally  quartered  by  themselves ;  employed  them  of tenest 
under  the  Hereditary  Prince, — a  man  of  swift  execution  and 
prone  to  strokes  like  themselves.     *  Of  tenest  under  the  Erb- 

*  prinz,'  says  Mauvillon :  *  till,  after  the  Fight  of  Booster  Kam- 
^  pen,  it  began  to  be  noticed  that  there  was  a  change  in  that 

*  respect ;  and  the  messrooms  whispered,  "  By  accident  or  not  ?"  * 
— ^which  shall  remain  mysterious  to.  me.  In  Battle  after  Battle 
he  got  the  most  unexceptionable  sabering  and  charging  from 
Lord  Granby  and  the  difficult  English  element ;  and  never  was 
the  least  discord  heard  in  his  Camp ; — ^nor  could  even  Sackville 
at  Minden  tempt  him  into  a  loud  word. 

But  enough  of  English  soldiering,  and  battling  with 
the  French.  For  about  two  months  prior  to  this  of 
Vellinghausen,  and  for  more  than  two  months  after, 
there  is  going  on,  by  special  Envoys  between  Pitt  and 
Choiseul,  a  lively  Peace- Negotiation,  which  is  of  more 
concernment  to  us  than  any  Battle.  "  Congress  at 
Augsburg"  split  upon  formalities,  preltminaries,  and 
never  even  tried  to  meet :  but  France  and  England  are 
actually  busy.  Each  Country  has  sent  its  Envoy :  the 
Sieur  de  Bussy,  a  tricky  gentleman,  known  here  of  old, 
is  ChoiseuPs,  whom  Pitt  is  on  his  guard  against ;  *  Mr. 
Hans  Stanley,'  a  lively,  clear-sighted  person,  of  whom 
I  could  never  hear  elsewhere,  is  Pitt's  at  Paris :  and  it 
is  in  that  City,  between  Choiseul  and  Stanley,  with  Pitt 
warily  and  loftily  presiding  in  the  distance,  that  the  main 
stress  of  the  Negotiation  lies.  Pitt  is  lofty,  haughty,  but 
very  fine  and  noble ;  no  King  or  Kaiser  could  be  more. 
Sincere,  severe,  though  most  soft-shining ;  high,  earnest, 
steady,  like  the  stars.  Artful  Choiseul,  again,  flashes 
out  in  a  cheerily  exuberant  way;  and  Stanley's  Des- 
patches about  Choiseul  ('  ce  fou  plein  d esprit^'  as  Fried- 
rich  once  christens  him), — about  Choiseul  and  the 
France  then  round  him,  and  the  effects  of  Vellinghausen 
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in  society,  and  the  like, — are  the  liveliest  reading  one 
almost  anywhere  meets  with  in  that  kind.^^  Choiseul 
frankly  admits  that  he  has  come  to  the  worse :  ready 
for  concessions,  but  the  question  is.  What?  Canada  is 
gone,  for  instance ;  of  Canada  you  will  allow  us  nothing : 
but  our  poor  Fisher-people,  toiling  in  the  Newfound- 
land waters,  cannot  they  have  a  rock  to  dry  their  fish 
on;  " Isle  of  Miquelon,  or  the  like?"  "  Not  the  breadth 
of  a  blanket," — that  is  Pitt's  private  expression,  I  be- 
lieve; and  for  certain,  that,  in  polite  official  language, 
is  his  inexorable  determination.  "  You  shall  go  home 
out  of  those  Countries,  Messieurs;  America  is  to  be 
English  or  Yankee,  not  Frangcee :  that  has  turned  out 
to  be  the  Decree  of  Heaven;  and  we  will  stand  by 
that." 

So  that  Choiseul  soon  satisfies  himself  it  will  be  a 
hard  bargain,  this  with  Pitt;  and  turns  the  more  assidu- 
ously to  the  Majesty  of  Spain  (Baby  Carlos,  our  old 
firiend,  who  has  sore  grudges  of  his  own  against  the 
English,  standing  grievance  of  Campeachy  Logwood,  of 
bitter  Naples  reminiscences,  and  enough  else), — turns 
to  Baby  Carlos,  time  after  time,  with  his  pathetic  "  See, 
your  Most  Catholic  Majesty !"  And  by  rapid  degrees 
induces  Most  Catholic  Majesty  to  go  whoUy  into  the 
adventure  with  Most  Christian  Ditto; — ^and  to  say,  at 
length,  or  to  let  Choiseul  say  for  him,  by  way  of  cautious 
first-step  (15th  July,  a  date  worth  remembering,  if  the 
reader  please) :  "  Might  not  Most  Catholic  Majesty  be 
allowed  perhaps  to  mediate  a  little  in  this  Business?" 
"  Most  Catholic  Majesty !"  answers  Pitt,  with  a  flash  as 
if  fi-om  the  empyrean:  "Who  sent  for  Most  Catholic 

»  In  Thackeray,  I  505-579,  and  especially  iL  520-626,  is  the  Stanley- 
and-Pitt  Carrespondenoe :  Stanley  went,  *2dd  May  ;*  retained  (got  his 
paasporta  for  retaming),  *  September  20tli.' 
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Majesty?" — and  the  matter  catches  fire,  totally  explodes, 
and  Spain  too  declares  War;  in  what  way  is  generally 
known. 

Details  are  not  permitted  U3»  The  Catastrophe  we 
shall  give  afterwards,  and  can  here  say  only :  First^  That 
old  Earl  Marischal,  Friedrich's  Spanish  Envoy,  is  a  good 
deal  in  England,  coming  and  going,  at  this  time, — on 
that  interesting  business  of  the  Kintore  Inheritance, 
doubtless, — and  has  been  beautifully  treated.  Been  par- 
doned, disattainted,  permitted  to  inherit, — ^by  the  King 
on  the  instant,  by  the  Parliament  so  soon  as  possible  f^ — 
and  is  of  a  naturally  grateful  turn.  Secondly^  That  in  the 
profoundest  secrecy,  penetrable  only  to  eyes  near  at  hand 
and  that  see  in  the  dark,  a  celebrated  Bourbon  Family 
Compact  was  signed  (August  15th,  1761,  ten  days  be- 
fore the  Digging  at  Bunzelwitz  began),  of  which  the 
first  news  to  the  Olympian  man  (conveyed  by  Marischal, 
as  is  thought)  was  like — ^like  news  of  dead  Pythons  pre- 
tending to  revive  upon  him.  And  thirdly^  That,  post- 
poning the  Catastrophe,  and  recommending  the  above 
two  dates,  Ihth  July^  Ihth  August^  to  careful  readers,  we 
must  hasten  to  Colberg  for  the  present. 

Third  Siege  of  Colberg. 

Readers  had,  some  while  ago,  a  flying  Note,  which 
we  promised  to  take  up  again;  about  Tottleben's  pro- 
cedures, and  a  Third  Siege  of  Colberg  coming.  Siege, 
we  have  chanced  to  see,  there  accordingly  is,  and  a  Pla- 
ten gone  to  help  agamst  it.    Siege,  after  infinite  delays 

»  King's  Patent  is  of  '  30th  April  1760'  (dated  29th  May  1759),  *  Act 
*  of  Parliament  to  follow  shortly ;'  *  Augnst  16th,  1760,  Act  having  parsed, 
<  n  Mariflchars  public  Preeentation  to  his  Majesty'  (late  Majesty) :  Old 
Gazettes  in  Gentleman's  Magazine  (for  1760),  xxx.  201,  392. 
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and  haggles^  has  at  length  come, — ^uncommonly  vivid 
during  the  final  days  of  Bunzelwitz ; — and  is,  and  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  much  in  the  King's  thoughts. 
Probably  a  matter  of  more  concernment  to  him,  before, 
during,  and  after  Bunzelwitz  (though  the  Pitt  Cata- 
strophe, going  on  simultaneously,  is  still  more  import- 
ant, if  he  knew  it),  than  anything  else  befalling  in  the 
distance.  Let  us  now  give  a  few  farther  indications 
on  that  matter. 

Truce  between  Werner  and  Tottleben  expired.  May 
12th;  but  for  five  weeks  more  nothing  practical  fol- 
lowed ;  except  diligent  reinforcing,  revictualling,  and 
extraordinary  fortifying  of  Colberg  and  its  environs, 
on  the  Prussian  part, — Eugen  of  Wurtemberg,  direct 
from  Rostock  and  his  Anti- Swede  business,  Eugen 
12,000  strong,  with  a  Werner  and  other  such  among 
them,  taking  head  charge  outside  the  walls;  old  Heyde 
again  as  Commandant  within:  while  on  the  Russian 
part,  under  General  Romanzow,  there  is  a  most  tor- 
toise-like advance, — except  that  the  tortoise  carries  all 
his  resources  with  him,  and  Romanzow's,  multifarious 
and  enormous,  are  scattered  over  seas  and  lands,  and 
need  endless  waiting  for,  in  the  intervals  of  crawling. 

This  is  the  Romanzow  who  failed  at  Colberg  once 
already  (on  the  heel  of  Zomdorf  in  1758,  if  readers 
recoUect);  and  is  the  more  bound  to  be  successful 
now.  From  sea  and  from  land,  for  five  weeks,  there 
is  rumour  of  a  Romanzow  in  overwhelming  force, 
and  mth  intentions  very  furious  upon  Colberg, — ^upon 
the  outposts,  under  Werner,  as  first  point.  Five  weeks 
went,  before  anything  of  Romanzow  was  visible  even  to 
Werner  (22d  June,  at  Coslin,  forty  miles  to  eastward); 
after  which  his  advance  (such  waiting  for  the  ships,  for 
the  artilleries,  the  this  and  the  that)  was  slower  than 
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ever  j  and  for  about  eight  weeks  more,  he  haggles  along 
through  Coslin,  through  Corlm,  Belgard  again,  flowing 
slowly  forward  upon  Werner's  outposts,  like  a  summer 
glacier  with  its  rubbishes;  or  like  a  slow  lava-tide, — a 
great  deal  of  smoke  on  each  side  of  him  (owing  to  the 
Cossacks),  as  usual.  Romanzow's  progress  is  of  the 
slowest;  and  it  is  not  till  August  19th  that  he  practi- 
cally gets  possession  of  Corlin,  Belgard  and  those  out- 
posts on  the  Persante  River,  and  comes  within  sight 
of  Colberg  and  his  problem.  By  which  time,  he  finds 
Eugen  of  Wiirtemberg  encamped  and  entrenched  still 
ahead  of  him,  still  nearer  Colberg,  and  likely  to  give 
him  what  they  call  "  de  la  tablature^^^  or  extremely 
difficult  music  to  play. 

'  It  was  on  Augtist  19^'  (very  eve  of  Friedrich's  going  into 
Bunzelwitz),  *  that  Romanzow, — ^Werner,  for  the  sake  of  those 

*  poor  Towns  he  holds,  generally  retiring  without  bombardment 

*  or  utter  conflagration, — ^had  got  hold  of  Corlin  and  of  the  River 

*  Persante'  (with  ^  Quetzin  and  Degow,'  if  anybody  knew  them, 
as  his  main  posts  there) :  ^  and  was  actually  now  within  sight 

*  of  Colberg, — only  7  or  8  miles  west  of  him,  and  a  river  more 

*  or  less  in  his  way : — ^when,  singular  to  see,  Eugen  of  Wiirtem- 

*  berg  has  rooted  himself  into  the  ground  farther  inward,  en- 
'  vironing  Colberg  with  a  fortified  Camp  as  with  a  second  wall ; 

*  and  it  will  be  a  difficult  problem  indeed  1 

*  But  Sea  Armaments,  Swedish-Russian,  with  endless  siege- 

*  material  and  red-hot  balls,  are  finally  at  hand ;  and  this  pitiful 

*  Colberg  must  be  done,  were  it  only  by  falling  flat  on  it,  and 

*  smothering  it  by  weight  of  nimibers  and  of  red-hot  iron.  The 
'  day  before  yesterday,  August  17th,  after  such  rumouring  and 

*  such  manoeuvering  as  there  has  been,  six  Russian  ships-of-war 
'  showed  themselves  in  Colberg  Roads,  and  three  of  them  tried 
^  some  shooting  on  Heyde's  workpeople,  busy  at  a  redoubt  on 

*  the  beach ;  but  hit  nothing,  and  went  away  till  Romanzow 
'  himself  should  come.  Romanzow  come,  there  is  utmost  des- 
'  patch;  and  within  the  eight  days  following,  the  Russian  ships, 
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*  and  then  the  Swedish  as  well,  have  all  got  to  their  moorings, — 
^  12  sail  of  the  line,  with  42  more  of  the  frigate  and  gunboat 

*  kind,  54  ships  in  all ; — and  from  Angast  24th,  especially  from 
'  August  28th,  bombardment  to  the  yeiy  uttermost  is  going  on.'^ 
'  Bombardment  by  every  method,  from  sea  and  from  land,  con* 
'  tinues  diligent  for  the  next  fortnight, — ^with  little  or  no  result ; 
^  so  diligent  are  Eugen  and  veteran  Heyde. 

*  September  4<A.  The  Swedish-Russian  gunboats  have  been 
'much  shot  down  by  Heyde's  batteries  on  the  beach  ;  no  success 
'had,  owing  to  Heyde  and  Eugen:  paltry  little  Colberg  as 
'unpossible  as  Bimzelwitz,  it  seems?  "Double  our  diligence, 
'therefore!"  That  is  RomanzoVs  and  everybody's  sentiment 
'here.  Romanzow  comes  closer  in,  September  4th;  besieges 
'  in  form,  smce  not  Colberg,  Eugen's  Campj  or  brazen  wall  of 
'  Colberg ;  and  there  rises  in  and  round  this  poor  little  Colberg 
'  (a  2,000  balls  daily,  red-hot  and  other)  such  a  volcano  as  at- 
'  tracts  the  eyes  of  all  the  world  thither. 

'  September  12ih.  News  yesterday  of  reinforcement,  men  and 
'  provender,  coming  from  Stettin ;  is  to  be  at  Treptow  on  the  13th. 
'  Werner,  night  of  the  llth,  stealthily  sets  out  to  meet  it,  it  in 
'  the  first  place ;  then,  joined  with  it,  to  take  by  rearward  a 
'  certain  inconvenient  battery,  which  Romanzow  is  building  to 
'  westward  of  us,  out  that  way ;  to  demolish  said  battery,  and 
'  be  generally  distressful  to  the  rear  of  Romanzow.  At  Treptow, 
'  after  his  difiicult  night's  march,  Werner  is  resting,  secure  now 
'  of  the  adventure ; — too  contemptuous  of  his  slow  Russians,  as  ap- 

*  peared !  Who,  for  once,  surprise  him;  and,  at  and  round  Trep- 
'  tow,  next  morning,  Werner  finds  himself  suddenly  in  a  most 

*  awkward  predicament.  Werner,  one  of  the  rapidest  and  stormiest 
'of  skilful  men,  plunged  valiantly  into  the  affair;  would  still 
'  have  managed  it,  they  say,  had  not,  in  some  sudden  swoop, — 
'  charge,  or  something  of  critical  or  vital  nature, — ^rapid  Werner's 
'horse  got  shot,  and  fallen  with  him;  whereby  not  only  the 
'  charge  failed,  but  Werner  himself  was  taken  prisoner.  A  loss 
'  of  very  great  importance,  and  grievous  to  everybody :  though, 
^I  believe,  the  reinforcement  and  supply,  for  this  time,  got 
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^  mostly  through,  and  the  dangerous  battery  was  got  danolished 
^  by  other  means.^'  This  is  Romanzow's  first  item  of  success, 
^  this  of  getting  such  a  Werner  snatched  out  of  the  game'  (and 
sent  to  Petersburg  instead,  as  we  shall  hear) ;  ^  and  other  items 
^  fell  to  Bomanzow  thenceforth  by  the  aid  of  time  and  hunger. 

*  In  the  way  of  storming^  battering,  cht  otherwise  capturing 
^  Eugen's  Camp,  not  to  speak  of  Heyde's  town,  Komanzow  finds, 
^  on  trial  after  trial,  that  he  can  do  as  good  as  nothing ;  and  his 

*  unwieldy  sea-comrades  (equinoctial  gales  coming  on  them,  too) 

*  are  equally  worthless.  September  19th'  (a  week  after  this  of 
Werner,  tenth  day  after  Bunzelwitz  had  ended),  ^Somansow 
'  made  his  fiercest  attempt  that  way ;  fiercest  and  last :  furious 
^  extremely,  from  2  in  the  morning  onwards ;  had  for  some  time 

*  hold  of  the  important  "  Green  Redoubt ;"  but  was  still  more 
^  furiously  battered  and  bayonetted  out  again,  with  the  loss  of 
^  above  3,000  men ;  and  tried  that  no  farther.    Impossible  by 

*  that  method.     But  he  can  stand  between  the  Eugen-Heyde 

*  people  and  supplies ;  and  by  obstinacy  hunger  them  out :  this, 

*  added  to  the  fruitless  bombardment,  is  now  his  more  or  less 

*  fruitful  industry. 

*  In  the  end  of  September,  the  effects  of  Bunzelwitz  are  felt : 
^  Platen,  after  burning  the  Butturlin  Magazine  at  Gostyn,  has 

*  hastened  hither ;  in  what  style  we  know.  Platen  arrives,  25th 
^  September ;   cuts  his  way  through  Romanzow  into  Eugen's 

*  Camp,  raises  Eugen  to  about  15,000  ;**  renders  Eugen,  not  to 

*  speak  of  Heyde,  more  impossible  than  ever.  Butturlin  did  truly 

*  send  reinforcements,  a  10,000,  a  12,000,  "As  many  as  you  like, 
^  my  Romanzow  r'  And,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  came  roU- 
^  ing  thitherward  bodily ;  hoping,  they  say,  to  make  a  Maxen  of 

*  it  upon  those  Eugens  and  Platens :  but  after  a  fortnight's  sui^ 
'  vey  of  them,  found  there  was  not  the  least  feasibility; — ^and  that 
^  he  himself  must  go  home,  on  the  score  of  hunger.  Which  he 
'  did,  November  2d ;  leaving  Romanzow  reinforced  at  discretion' 
(40,000,  but  with  him  too  provisions  are  fallen  low),  *  and  the 

*  advice,  "  Cut  off  tlieir  supplies :  time  and  famine  are  our  sole 
"  chances  here !"     Butturlin's  new  Russians,  endless  thousands 

«  Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iii.  238;  Tempelhof,  v.  314. 
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^  of  them,  under  Fermor  and  others,  infesting  the  roads  from 

*  Stettin,  are  a  great  comfort  to  Komanzow.     Nor  could  any 

*  Eugen, — ^with  his  Platens,  Thaddens,  and  utmost  expenditure 
^  of  skill  and  of  valour  and  endurance,  which  are  still  memor- 

*  able  in  soldier-annals,*^ — suffice  to  convey  provisions  through 
'  that  disastrous  Wilderness  of  distances  and  difficulties. 

^  From   Stettin,  which  lies   south-west,  through    Treptow, 

*  Gollnow,  and  other  wild  little  Prussian  Towns,  is  about  100 
^  miles ;  from  Landsberg  south,  150 :  Friedrich  himself  is  well- 

*  nigh  300  miles  away ;  in  Stettin  alone  is  succour,  could  we  hold 
*the  intervening  Country.  But  it  is  overrun  with  Russians, 
^  more  and  ever  more.    A  Country  of  swamps  and  moors,  winter 

*  darkness  stealing  over  it, — ^illuminated  by  such  a  volcano  a§  we 
^  see :  a  very  gloomy  waste  scene ;  and  traits  of  stubborn  human 

*  valour  and  military  virtue  plentiful  in  it,  with  utter  hardship  as 

*  a  constant  quantity:  details  not  permissible  here,  only  the  main 

*  features  and  epochs,  if  they  could  be  indicated. 

*  The  King  is  greatly  interested  for  Colberg ;  sends  orders  to 

*  collect  from  every  quarter  supplies  at  Stettin,  and  strain  every 

*  nerve  for  the  relief  of  that  important  little  Haven.     Which  is 

*  done  by  the  diligent  Bevem,  the  collecting  part ;  could  only 

*  the  conveying  be  accomplished.  But  endless  Russians  are 
^  afield,  Fermor  with  a  15,000  of  them  waylaying;  the  convey- 
'  ance  is  the  difficulty.'^ 

But  now  we  must  return  to  Bunzelwitz,  and  Sep- 
tember 25th,  in  Headquarters  there. 

«  Tagehtich  der  Untemehmungen  des  PlatenscJien  Corps  vom  September 
his  November  1761  (Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iii.  32-76).  Bericht  von  der  Un- 
temehmungen  des  Thaddenschen  Corps  vom  Jenner  his  zum  December  1761 
(ibid.  77-147). 

*•  Bericht  von  den  Untemehmungen  der  Wurtemhergischen  Corps  in 
Pommem,  vom  May  1761  his  December  1761  (Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iii.  147- 
258).    Tempelhof,  V.  313*326.    Helden-Gesehiohte,  yl  069-108. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

LOUDON  POUNCES  UPON  SCHWEmNITZ,  ONE  NIGHT 
(last  of  SEPTEMBER  1761 ). 

It  was  September  25th,  more  properly  26th/  when 
Friedrich  quitted  Btmzelwitz ;  we  heard  on  what  errand. 
Early  that  morning,  he  marches  with  all  his  goods,  first 
to  Pilzen  (that  fine  post  on  the  east  side  of  Schweid- 
nitz);  and  from  that,  straightway, — south-westward, 
two  marches  farther, — ^to  Neisse  neighbourhood  (Gross- 
Nossen,  the  name  of  the  place);  Loudon  making  little 
dispute  or  none.  In  Neisse  are  abundant  Magazines: 
living  upon  these,  Friedrich  intends  to  alarm  Loudon's 
rearward  country,  and  draw  him  towards  Bohemia.  As 
must  have  gradually  followed;  and  would  at  once, — 
had  Loudon  been  given  to  alarms,  which  he  was  not. 
Loudon,  very  privately,  has  quite  different  game  afield. 
Loudon  merely  detaches  this  and  the  other  small  Corps 
to  look  after  Friedrich's  operations,  which  probably  he 
believes  to  be  only  a  feint : — and,  before  a  week  passes, 
Friedrich  will  have  news  he  little  expects ! 

Friedrich,  pausing  at  Gross- Nossen,  and  perhaps  a 
little  surprised  to  find  no  Loudon  meddling  with  him, 
pushes  out,  first  one  party  and  then  another, — Dalwig, 
Biilow,  towards  Landshut  Hill-Country,  to  threaten 
Loudon's  Bohemian  roads; — who,  singular  to  say,  do 
not  hear  the  least  word  of  Loudon  thereabouts.  A  Lou- 
don strangely  indifferent  to  this  new  Enterprise  of  ours. 

I  Tempelhof,  v.  327. 
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On  the  third  day  of  Gross-Nossen  (Friday,  October  2d), 
Friedrich  detaches  General  Lentulus  to  rearward,  or 
the  way  we  came,  for  news  of  Loudon.  Rearward  too, 
Lentulus  sees  nothing  whatever  of  Loudon :  but,  from 
the  rumour  of  the  country,  and  from  two  Prussian  garri- 
son-soldiers, whom  he  found  wanderioQg  about,— he  hears, 
with  horror  and  amazement.  That  Loudon,  by  a  sudden 
panther-spring,  the  night  before  last,  has  got  hold  of 
Schweidnitz:  now  his  wholly,  since  5  a.m.  of  yesterday; 
and  a  strong  Austrian  garrison  in  it  by  this  time !  That 
was  the  news  Lentulus  brought  home  to  his  King;  the 
sorest  Job's-post  of  all  this  War. 

Truly,  a  surprising  enterprise  this  of  Loudon's;  and 
is  allowed  by  everybody  to  have  been  admirably  man- 
aged. Loudon  has  had  it  in  his  head  for  some  time ; — 
ever  since  that  colic  of  forty-eight  hours,  I  should  guess; 
upon  the  wrecks  of  which  it  might  well  rise  as  a  new 
daystar.  He  kept  it  strictly  in  his  own  head;  nobody 
but  Daim  and  the  Kaiser  had  hint  of  it,  both  of  whom 
assented,  and  agreed  to  keep  silence. 

*  On  Friedrich's  removal  towards  Neisse  and  threatening  of 

*  Bohemia,'  says  my  Note  on  this  subject,  *  Loudon's  time  had 

*  come.    Friedrich  had  disappeared  to  south-westward,  Saturday, 

*  September  26th:  "Gone  to  Pilzen,"  reported  Loudon's  scouts; 
"rests  there  over  Sunday.  Gone  to  Sigeroth,  28th;  gone  to 
"  Gross-Nossen,  Tuesday,  September  29th."^  That  will  do,  thinks 

*  Loudon  ;  who  lias  sat  immovable  at  Kunzendorf  all  this  while ; 

*  — and,  Wednesday  30^,  instantly  proceeds  to  business. 

*  Draws  out,  about  10  a.m.  of  Wednesday,  all  round  Schweid- 
'  nitz  at  some  miles  distance,  a  ring,  or  complete  girdle  of  Croat- 

*  Cossack  people;  blocking  up  every  path  and  road:  "Nobody  to 

*  pass,  this  day,  towards  Schweidnitz,  much  less  into  it,  on  any 

*  pretext."    That  is  the  duty  of  the  Croat  people.     To  another 

*  active  Officer  he  intrusts  the  task  of  collecting  from  the  neigh- 

»  Tempelhof ,  v.  330. 
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^  bouring  Villages  (outside  the  Croat  girdle)  as  many  ladders, 
^  planks,  and  the  like,  as  will  be  requisite ;  which  also  is  punc- 

*  tually  done.   For  the  Attack  itself,  wliich  is  to  be  Fourfold,  four 

*  picked  Officers  are  chosen,  with  the  20  best  Battalions  in  the 

*  Army :  Czemichef  is  apprised ;  who  warmly  assents,  and  offers 

*  every  help : — "  800  of  your  Grenadiers,"  answers  Loudon ;  "  no 
^  more  needed.**    Loudon's  arrangements  for  management  of  the 

*  ladders,  for  punctuality  about  the  routes,  the  times,  the  simul- 

*  taneity,  are  those  of  a  perfect  artist ;  no  Friedrich  could  have 

*  done  better. 

*  About  4  in  the  afternoon,   all  the   Captains   and  Batta- 

*  lions,  with  their  ladders  and  furnitures,  everybody  with  Instruc- . 

*  tion  very  pointed  and  complete,  are  assembled  at  Kunzendorf : 
^  Loudon  addresses  the  Troops  in  a  few  fiery  words;  assures 
^  himself  of  victory  by  them ;  promises  them  10,000Z.  in  lieu 
^  of  plunder,  which  he  strictly  prohibits.  Officers  had  better 
^  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  Four  Routes  they  are  to 

*  take  in  the  dark :  proper  also  to  set  all  your  watches  by  the 
^  chief  Generars,  that  there  be  no  mistake  as  to  time.®    At  9, 

*  all  being  now  dark,  and  the  Croat  girdle  having  gathered  it- 

*  self  closer  round  the  place  since  nightfall,  the  Four  Divisions 

*  march   to   their  respective   starting- places ;    will  wait  there, 

*  silent;    and  about  2  in   the  morning,  each  at  its   appointed 

*  minute,  step  forward  on  their  Business.  With  fixed  bayonets 
^  all  of  them ;  no  musketry  permitted  till  the  works  are  won. 
^  Loudon  will  wait  at  the  Village  of  Schonbrmm'  (not  WarkoUcKs 
Schonbrunn,  of  which  by  and  by,  and  which  also  is  not  far*), — 
^  at  Schonbrunn,  within  short  distance ;  give  Loudon  notice  when 
^  you  are  within  600  yards ; — ^there  shall,  if  desirable,  be  rein- 

*  f orcements,  farther  orders.  Loudon  knows  Schweidnitz  like 
^  his  own  bedroom.     He  was  personally  there,  in  Leuthen  time, 

*  improving  the  Works.  By  nocturnal  Croat  parties,  in  the  latter 
^  part  of  Bunzelwitz  time ;  and  since  then,  by  deserters  and  other- 

*  wise, — ^he  knows  the  condition  of  the  Garrison,  of  the  Com- 
^  mandant,  and  of  every  essential  point.     Has  calculated  that 

»  In  Tempelhof  (v.  332-349)  and  Archenholtz  {u.  272-280)  all  theae 
details. 

*  See  Archenhvltz,  ii.  287 ;  and  ooirect  his  mistake  of  the  two  places. 
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the  Grarrison  is  hardly  third  part  of  what  it  ought  to  be, — 3,800 
in  whole,  and  many  of  them  loose  deserter  fellows ;  special  ar* 
tillery-men,  instead  of  about  400,  only  191 ; — ^most  important 
of  all,  that  Commandant  Zastrow  is  no  wizard  in  his  txade ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  that  the  Enterprise  is  likely  to  succeed* 

^Zastrow  has  been  getting  married  lately;  and  has  many 
things  to  think  of,  besides  Schweidnitz.  Some  accounts  say 
this  was  his  wedding  night, — ^which  is  not  true,  but  only  that 
he  had  meant  to  give  a  Ball  this  last  night  of  September; 
and  perhaps  did  give  it,  dancing  over  before  2,  let  us  hope  I 
Something  of  a  jolter-head,  seemingly,  though  soUd  and  honest. 
I  observe  he  is  a  kind  of  butt,  or  laughing-stock,  of  Friedrich's, 
and  has  yielded  some  gleams  of  momentary  fun,  he  and  this 
marriage  of  his,  between  Prince  Henri  and  the  King,  in  the 
tragic  gloom  all  round.^  Nothing  so  surprises  me  in  Friedrich 
as  his  habitual  inattention  to  the  state  of  his  Garrisons.  He 
has  the  best  of  Commandants  and  also  the  worst :  Tauentzien 
in  Breslau,  Heyde  in  Colberg,  unsurpassable  in  the  world ;  in 
Glatz  a  D'O ;  in  Schweidnitz  a  Zastrow,  both  of  whom  cost 
him  dear.  Opposition  sneers  secretly,  ^^  It  is  as  they  happen 
to  have  come  to  hand."  Which  has  not  much  truth,  though 
some.  Tauentzien  he  chose ;  D'O  was  Fouquet's  choice,  not 
his;  Zastrow  he  did  choose;  Heyde  he  had  by  accident;  of 
Heyde  he  had  never  heard  till  the  defence  of  Colberg  began  to 
be  a  world's  wcmder.  And  in  regard  to  his  Garrisons,  it  is  in- 
di^utable  they  were  often  left  palpably  defective  in  quantity  and 
quality ;  and,  more  than  once,  fatally  gave  way  at  the  wrong 
moment.  We  can  only  say  that  Friedrich  was  bitterly  in  want 
of  men  for  the  field ;  that  "  a  Garrison-Regiment"  was  always 
reckoned  an  inferior  article ;  and  that  Friedrich,  in  the  press  of 
his  straits,  had  often  had  to  say :  ^^  Well,  these"  (plainly  Helots, 
not  Spartans),  '^  these  will  have  to  do  I"  For  which  he  severely 
suffered :  and  perhaps  repented, — ^who  knows  % 

*'  24astrow,  in  spite  of  Loudon's  precautionary  Girdle  of  Croats, 
and  the  cares  of  a  coming  Ball,  had  got  sujBicient  inkling  of 
sraaething  being  in  the  wind.  And  was  much  on  the  Walls 
all  day,  he  and  his  Officers ;  scanning  with  their  glasses  and 

•  Schoning,  iL  (MptiM). 
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their  guesses  the  surrounding  phenomena,  to  little  purpose. 
At  night  he  sent  out  patrols ;  kept  sputtering  with  musketry 
and  an  occasional  cannon  into  the  vacant  darkness  ("  We  are 
alert,  you  see,  Herr  Loudon  T).  In  a  word,  took  what  measures 
he  could,  poor  man; — ^very  stupid  measures,  thinks  Tempelhof, 
and  almost  worse  than  none,  especially  this  of  sputtering  with 
musketry; — ^and  hoped  always  there  would  be  no  Attack,  or 
none  to  speak  of.  Till,  in  fine,  between  2  and  3  in  the  morn- 
ing, his  patrols  gallop  in,  ^^  Austrians  on  march  I"  and  Zastrow, 
throwing  out  a  rocket  or  two,  descries  in  momentary  illumination 
that  the  Fact  is  verily  here. 

^  His  defence  (four  of  the  Five  several  Forts  attacked  at 
once)  was  of  a  confused  character ;  but  better  than  could  have 
been  expected.  Loudon's  Columns  came  on  with  extraordi- 
nary vigour  and  condensed  impetuosity;  stormed  the  Out- 
works everywhere,  and  almost  at  once  got  into  the  shelter  of 
the  Covered-way:  but  on  the  Main  Wall,  or  in  the  scaling 
part  of  their  business,  were  repulsed,  in  some  places  twice  or 
thrice ;  and  had  a  murderous  struggle,  of  very  chaotic  nature, 
in  the  dark  element.  No  picture  of  it  in  the  least  possible  or 
needful  here.  In  one  place,  a  Powder-Magazine  blew  up  with 
about  400  of  them, — ^blown  (said  rumour,  with  no  certainty) 
by  an  indignant  Prussian  artillery-man  to  whom  they  had  re- 
fused quarter :  in  another  place,  the  800  Russian  Grenadiers 
came  imexpectedly  upon  a  chasm  or  bridgeless  interstice  be- 
tween two  ramparts;  and  had  to  halt  suddenly, — ^till  (says 
rumour  again,  with  still  less  certainty)  their  Ofiicers  insisting 
with  the  rearward  part,  "  Forward,  forward !"  enough  of 
front  men  were  tumbled  in  to  make  a  roadway  I  This  w^as 
the  story  current;®  greatly  exaggerated,  I  have  no  doubt. 
What  we  know  is,  That  these  Russians  did  scramble  through, 
punctually  perform  their  part  of  the  work ; — and  furthermore 
that,  having  got  upon  the  Town- Wall,  which  was  finis  to  every- 
thing, they  punctually  sat  down  there ;  and,  reflectively  leaning 
on  their  muskets,  witnessed  with  the  gravity  and  dignity  of 
antique  sages,  superior  to  money  or  money's  worth,  the  general 
plunder  which  went  on  in  spite  of  Loudon's  orders. 

•  Aichenholtz,  ii  275. 
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^  For^  in  fine,  between  5  and  6,  that  is  in  about  three  hours 

*  and   a  half,  Loudon   was    everywhere    victorious ;    Zastrow^ 

*  Schweidnitz  Fortress,  and  all  that  it  held,  were  Loudon's  at 
'  discretion ;  Loudon's  one  care  now  was  to  stop  the  pillage  of  the 

*  poor  Townsfolk,  as  the  most  pressing  thing.     Which  was  not 

*  done  without  difficulty,  nor  completely  till  after  hours  of  exer- 
*tion  by  cavalry  regiments  sent  in.     The  captors  had  fought 

*  valiantly ;  but  it  was  whispered  there  had  been  a  preliminary 
^  of  brandy  in  them ;  certainly,  except  those  poor  Russians,  no- 

*  body's  behaviour  was  unexceptionable.' 

The  capture  of  Schweidnitz  cost  Loudon  about  1,400 
men;  he  found  in  Schweidnitz,  besides  the  Garrison  all 
prisoners  or  killed,  some  240  pieces  of  artillery, — '211 
'  heavy  guns,  135  hand-mortars,'  say  the  Austrian  Ac- 
counts, 'with  stores  and  munitions'  in  such  quantities; 
'  89,760  musket-cartridges,  1,300,600  flints,'^  for  two 
items : — and  all  this  was  a  trifle  compared  to  the  shock 
it  has  brought  on  Friedrich's  Silesian  affairs.  For,  in 
present  circumstances,  it  amounts  to  the  actual  conquest 
of  a  large  portion  of  Silesia;  and,  for  the  first  time,  of 
a  real  prospect  of  finishing  the  remainder  next  Year. 
It  is  judged  to  have  been  the  hardest  stroke  Friedrich 
had  in  the  course  of  this  War.  "  Our  strenuous  Cam- 
paign, on  a  sudden  rendered  wind,  and  of  no  worth ! 
The  Enemy  to  winter  in  Silesia,  after  all ;  Silesia  to  go 
inevitably, — and  life  along  with  it !"  What  Friedrich's 
black  meditations  were,  nobody  knows.    '  In  the  follow- 

*  ing  weeks*  (not  close  following,  but  poor  Kiister  does 
not  date),  *  the  King  fell  ill  of  gout,  saw  almost  no- 

*  body,  never  came  out ;   and,  it  was  whispered,  the 

*  inflexible  heart  of  him  was  at  last  breaking ;  that  is 

*  to  say,  the  very  axis  of  this  Prussian  world  giving 
'  way.    And  for  certain,  there  never  was  in  his  camp 

'  In  Hetdm-GescMchte  (vi.  651-665)  the  Austrian  Aoooont,  with  Lists  &o. 
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*  and  over  his  dommi(Mis  such  a  gloom  as  in  this  October 
'1761;  till  at  length  he  appeared  on  horseback  again, 

*  with  a  cheerful  face ;  and  everybody  thought  to  him- 
'  self,  "Ha,  the  world  will  still  roll,  then!"'« 

This  is  what  Loudon  had  done,  without  any  Rus- 
sians, except  Russians  to  give  him  eight-and-forty 
hours  colic,  and  put  him  on  his  own  shifts.  And  the 
way  in  which  the  Kriegshofrath,  and  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty the  Kaiserinn,  received  it,  is  perhaps  stiU  worth  a 
word.  The  Kaiser,  who  had  alone  known  of  Loudon's 
scheme,  and  for  good  reason  (absolute  secrecy  being  the 
very  soul  of  it)  had  whispered  nothing  of  it  further  to 
any  mortal,  was  naturally  overjoyed.  But  the  Olympian 
brow  of  Maria  Theresa,  when  the  Kaiser  went  radiant 
to  her  with  this  news,  did  not  radiate  in  response ;  but 
gloomed  indignantly:  "No  order  from  Kriegshofrath, 
or  me !"  Indignant  Kriegshofrath  called  it  a  Croaten- 
stretch  (Croat's-trick);  and  Loudon,  like  Prince  Eugene 
long  since,  was  with  difficulty  excused  this  act  of  disobe- 
dience. Great  is  Authority; — and  ought  to  be  divinely 
rigorous,  if  (as  by  no  means  always  happens)  it  is  other- 
wise of  divine  quality ! 

Friedrich's  treatment  of  Zastrow  was  in  strong  con- 
trast of  style.  Here  is  his  Letter  to  that  imlucky  Gentle- 
man, who  is  himself  clear  that  he  deserves  no  blame : 
"  My  dear  Major-General  von  Zastrow, — The  misfortune 
"  that  has  befallen  me  is  very  grievous ;  but  what  con- 
"  soles  me  in  it  is,  to  see  by  your  Letter  that  you  have 
"  behaved  like  a  brave  Officer,  and  that  neither  you  nor 
"  the  Garrison  have  brought  disgrace  or  reproach  on 
"  yourselves.   I  am  your  well-affectioned  King, — Fried- 

•  Kuster,  LebeM-ReiUngm  Friednchs  des  Zweyim  (Berlin,  1797), 
p.  59  &c.  It  is  the  same  innocent  reliable  KQster  whom  we  cited,  in 
BaMmCB  case,  already. 
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"  RICH."  And  in  Autograph  this  Postscript :  "  You 
"  may,  in  this  occurrence,  say  what  Francis  I.,  after 
"  the  Battle  of  Pavia,* wrote  to  his  Mother:  '  All  is  lost 
"  except  honour.'  As  I  do  not  yet  completely  under- 
"  stand  the  affair,  I  forbear  to  judge  of  it;  for  it  is 
"  altogether  extraordinary. — F."^ 

And  never  meddled  farther  with  Zastrow;  only  left 
him  well  alone  for  the  future.  "Grant  me  a  Court- 
Martial,  then !"  said  Zastrow,  finding  himself  fallen  so 
neglected,  after  the  Peace.  "  No  use,"  answered  Fried- 
rich  :  "  I  impute  nothing  of  crime  to  you ;  but  after  such 
"  a  mishap,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  trust  you  with  any 
"  post  or  command;" — and  in  1766,  granted  him,  on 
demand,  his  demission  instead.  The  poor  man  then 
retired  to  Cassel,  where  he  lived  twenty  years  longer, 
and  was  no  more  heard  of.  He  was  half-brother  of 
the  General  Zastrow  who  got  killed  by  a  Pandour  of 
long  range  (bullet  through  both  temples,  from  brush- 
wood, across  the  Elbe),  in  the  first  year  of  this  War. 

•  Militmr'Lexihm,iY,  305,  306  (Letter  undated  there;  date  {Hobably, 
*  GrosB-NoBsen,  October  3d'). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6th  Oct.— 30th  Nov.  1761. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

TRAITOR  WARKOTSCH. 

Friedrich's  Army  was  to  have  cantoned  itself  round 
Neisse,  October  3d:  but  on  the  instant  of  this  fatal 
Schweidnitz  news,  proceeded  (3d-6th  October)  towards 
Strehlen  instead, — ^Friedrich  personally  on  the  5th; — 
and  took  quarters  there  and  in  the  villages  round.  Ge- 
neral cantonment  at  Strehlen,  in  guard  of  Breslau  and 
of  Neisse  both ;  Loudon,  still  inunovable  at  Kunzendorf, 
attempting  nothing  on  either  of  those  places,  and  care- 
fully declining  the  risk  of  a  Battle,  which  would  have 
been  Friedrich's  game:  all  this  continued  till  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  when  both  parties  took  Winter- 
quarters  ;^  cantoned  themselves  in  the  neighbouring 
localities, — Czemichef,  with  his  Russians,  in  Glatz  Coun- 
try ;  Friedrich  in  Breslau  as  headquarter; — ^and  the 
Campaign  had  ended.  Ended  in  this  part,  without  far- 
ther event  of  the  least  notability; — except  the  follow- 
ing only,  which  a  poor  man  of  the  name  of  Kappel  has 
recorded  for  us.  Of  which,  and  the  astounding  Sequel 
to  which,  we  must  now  say  something. 

Kappel  is  a  Gentleman's  Groom  of  those  Strehlen 
parts;  and  shall,  in  his  own  words,  bring  us  face  to 
face  with  Friedrich  in  that  neighbourhood,  directly  after 
Schweidnitz  was  lost.  It  is  October  5th,  day,  or  ra- 
ther night  of  the  day,  of  Friedrich's  arrival  thereabouts; 

>  Tempelhof,  v.  349. 
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most  of  his  Army  ahead  of  him,  and  the  reminder  all 
mider  way.  Friedrich  and  the  rearward  part  of  his 
Army  are  filing  about,  in  that  new  Strehlen-ward  move- 
ment of  theirs,  mider  cloud  of  night,  in  the  intricate 
Hill-and-Dale  Country;  to  post  themselves  to  the  best 
advantage  for  their  double  object,  of  covering  Breslau 
and  Neisse  both.  Kappel  loquitur ;  abridged  by  Kuster, 
whom  we  abridge : 

^Monday  Night,  October  5thy  1761,  The  King,  with  two  or 
^  three  attendants,  still  ahead  of  his  Army,  appeared  at  Schon- 
^  brunn,  a  Schloss   and  Village,  five  or  six  miles  south  from 

*  Strehlen  ;*  and  did  the  owner,  Baron  von  Warkotsch,  an  ac- 

*  qualntance  of  his,  the  honour  of  lodging  there.  Before  bed- 
'  time, — ^if  indeed  the  King  intended  bed  at  all,  meaning  to  be 

*  off  in  four  hours  hence, — ^Friedrich  inquired  of  Warkotsch  for 
"  a  trusty  man,  well  acquainted  with  the  roads  in  this  Country." 

*  Warkotsch  mentioned  Kappel,  his  own  Groom  r  one  who  un- 
^  doubtedly  knew  every  road  of  the  Coimtry ;  and  who  had 
'  always  behaved  as  a  trusty  fellow  in  the  seven  years  he  had 

*  been  with  him.  "  Let  me  see  him,"  said  the  King.  Kappel 
^  was  sent  up,  about  midnight,  King  still  dressed ;  sitting  on  a 

*  sofa,   by  the   fire :   Kappel's   look  was   satisfactory ;   Kappel 

*  knows  several  roads  to  Strehlen,  in  the  darkest  night :  "  It  is 
^  the  footpath  which  goes  so-and-so  that  I  want"  (for  Friedrich 

*  knows  this  Country  intimately :  readers  remember  his  world- 
^  famous  Camp  of  Strehlen,  with  all  the  diplomacies  of  Europe 

*  gathered  there,  through  summer,  in  the  train  of  MoUwitz). 
«  Jo,  Ihro  Majestdty  I  know  it  T     "  Be  ready,  then,  at  4." 

^  Before  the  stroke  of  4,  Kappel  was  at  the  door,  on  Master^s 

*  best  horse ;  the  Bang's  Groom  too,  and  led  horse,  a  nimble 
'  little  gray,  were  waiting.     As  4  struck,  Friedrich  came  down, 

*  Warkotsch  with  him,  "  Unspeakable  the  honour  you  have  done 
*my  poor  house  1"    Besides  the  King's  Groom,  there  were  a 

*  This  is  the  Warkotflch  Schonbnmn  ;  not  the  other  near  Schweidnitz, 
as  Archenholtz  believes :  see  Archenholtz,  ii.  287,  and  the  bit  of  myth  he 
has  gone  into  in  consequence. 
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*  Chamberlain^  an  Adjutant,  and  two  mounted  Chasers  (reitende 

*  Jdger)y  which  latter  had  each  a  lighted  lantern :  in  all  seven 

*  persons,  including  Kappel  and  the  King.     "  Go  before  us  on 

*  foot  with  your  lanterns,"  said  the  King.     Very  dark  it  was. 

*  And  overnight  the  Army  had  arrived  all  about ;  some  of  them 

*  just  coming  in,  on  different  roads  and  paths.  The  King  walked 

*  above  two  miles,  and  looked  how  the  Kegiments  were,  without 
^  speaking  a  word.     At  last,  as  the  cannons  came  up,  and  were 

*  still  in  full  motion,  the  King  said :  "  Sharp,  sharp,  Bursche ;  it 

*  will  be  March  directly."     "March?  The  Devil  it  will;  we  are 

*  just  coming  into  Camp  r  said  a  canonier,  not  knowing  it  was 

*  the  King. 

'  The  King  said  nothing.     Walked  on  still  a  little  while ; 

*  then  ordered,  "  Blow  out  the  lanterns ;  to  horseback  now  I" 
^  and  mounted,  as  we  all  did.    Me  he  bade  keep  five  steps  ahead, 

*  five  and  not  more,  that  he  might  see  me ;  for  it  was  very  dark. 

*  Not  far  from  the  Lordship  Casserey,  where  there  is  a  Water- 

*  mill,  the  King  asked  me,  "  Haven't  you  missed  the  Bridge 

*  here  ?"  (a  King  that  does  not  forget  roads  and  topographies 

*  which  may  come  to  concern  him !) — ^and  bade  us  ride  with 
^  the  utmost  silence,  and  make  no  jingle.  As  day  broke,  we 
^  were  in  sight  of  Strehlen,  near  by  the  Farm  of  Treppendorf  • 
"  And  do  you  know  where  the  Kallenberg  lies  ?"  said  the  King : 
"It  must  be  to  left  of  the  Town,  near  the  Hills;  bring  us 
"  thither  r 

^When  we  got  on  the  Kallenberg,  it  was  not  quite  day;  and 

*  we  had  to  halt  for  more  light.  After  some  time,  the  King  said 
^  to  his  Groom,  "  Give  me  my  perspective  1"  looked  slowly  all 

*  round  for  a  good  while,  and  then  said,  "I  see  no  Austrians !" — 
^  (ground  all  at  our  choice,  then ;  we  know  where  to  choose !) 
"The  King  then  asked  me  if  I  knew  the  road  to" — ^in  fact,  to 
several  places,  which,  in  a  Parish  History  of  those  parts,  would 
be  abundantly  interesting;  but  must  be  entirely  omitted  here. 
»     *     *     <  The  King  called  his  Chamberlain ;  gave  some  sign, 

*  which  meant  "Beer-money  to  Kappel T — and  I  got  four  eight- 
'  groschen  pieces'  (three  shillings  odd;  a  rich  reward  in  those 
days) ;  <and  was  bid  tell  my  Master,  "That  the  King  thanked 

*  him  for  the  good  quarters,  and  assured  him  of  his  favour." 
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*  Riding  back  across  country,  Kappd,  some  four  or  five  miles 

*  homeward,  came  upon  the  "whole  Prussian  Army,"  struggling 
^  forward  in  their  various  Columns.     Two  Generals, — one  of 

*  them  Krusemark,  King's  Adjutant  (Colonel  Krusemark,  not 

*  General,  as  Kappel  thinks,  who  came  to  know  him  some  weeks 

*  after), — ^had  him  brought  up :  to  whom  he  gave  account  of 
'  himself,  how  he  had  been  escorting  the  King,  and  where  he 
'  had  left  his  Majesty.     "  Behind  Strehlen,  say  you  ?     Breslau 

*  road  ?  Devil  knows  whither  we  shall  all  have  to  go  yet  T  ob- 
^  served  Krusemark,  and  left  Kappel  free.'^ 

In  those  weeks,  Colberg  Siege,  Pitt's  Catastrophe, 
and  Mgh  things  are  impending,  or  completed,  elsewhere : 
but  tins  is  the  one  thing  noticeable  hereabouts.  In  re- 
gard to  Strehlen,  and  Friedrich's  history  there,  what  we 
have  to  say  turns  all  upon  this  Kappel  and  Warkotsch : 
and, — after  mentioning  only  that  Friedrich's  lodging 
is  not  in  Strehlen  proper,  but  in  Woiselwitz,  a  village 
or  suburb  almost  half  a  mile  off,  and  very  negligently 
guarded, — ^we  have  to  record  an  Adventure  which  then 
made  a  great  deal  of  noise  in  the  world. 

Warkotsch  is  a  rich  lord;  Schonbrunn  only  one  of 
five  or  six  different  Estates  which  he  has  in  those  parts; 
though,  not  many  years  ago,  being  younger  brother,  he 
was  a  Captain  in  the  Austrian  service  (Regiment  Botta, 
if  you  are  particular);  and  lay  in  Olmiitz, — ^with  very 
dull  outlooks;  not  improved,  I  should  judge,  by  the  fact 
that  Silesia  and  the  Warkotsch  connexions  were  become 
Prussian  since  this  junior  entered  the  Austrian  Army. 
The  junior  had  sown  his  wild  oats,  and  was  already  get- 
ting gray  in  the  beard,  in  that  dull  manner,  when,  about 
seven  years  ago,  his  Elder  Brother,  to  whom  Friedrich 
had  always  been  kind,  fell  unweU;  and,  in  the  end  of 

*  Kiisfcer,  LebenB-Bettungen,  pp.  66-76. 
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1755,  died:  whereupon  the  junior  saw  himself  Heir; 
and  entered  on  a  new  phase  of  things.  Quitted  his 
Captaincy,  quitted  his  allegiance ;  and  was  settled  here 
peaceably  under  his  new  King  in  1756,  a  little  while 
before  this  War  broke  out.  And,  at  Schonbrunn,  Octo- 
ber 5th,  1761,  has  had  his  Majesty  himself  for  guest. 

Warkotsch  was  not  long  in  riding  over  to  Strehlen 
to  pay  his  court,  as  in  duty  bound,  for  the  honour  of 
such  a  Visit;  and  from  that  time,  Kappel,  every  day  or 
two,  had  to  attend  him  thither.  The  King  had  always 
had  a  favour  for  Warkotsch's  late  Brother,  as  an  excel- 
lent SUesian  Landlord  and  Manager,  whose  fine  Domains 
were  in  an  exemplary  condition ;  as,  under  the  new  War- 
kotsch too,  they  have  continued  to  be.  Always  a  gra- 
cious Majesty  to  this  Warkotsch  as  well;  who  is  an  old 
soldier  withal,  and  man  of  sense  and  ingenuity;  accept- 
able to  Friedrich,  and  growing  more  and  more  familiar 
among  Friedrich's  circle  of  Officers  now  at  Strehlen. 

To  Strehlen  is  Warkotsch's  favourite  ride ;  in  the  soli- 
tary country,  quite  a  charming  adjunct  to  your  usual  duU 
errand  out  for  air  and  exercise.  Kappel,  too,  remarks 
about  this  time  that  he  (Kappel)  gets  once  and  again, 
and  ever  more  frequently,  a  Letter  to  carry  over  to  Sie- 
benhuben,  a  Village  three  or  four  miles  off;  the  Letter 
always  for  one  Schmidt,  who  is  Catholic  Curate  there; 
Letter  under  envelope,  well  sealed, — and  consisting  of 
two  pieces,  if  you  finger  it  judiciously.  And,  what  is 
curious,  the  Letter  never  has  any  address ;  Master  merely 
orders,  "Punctual;  for  Curatus  Schmidt,  you  know!" 
What  can  this  be?  thinks  Kappel.  Some  secret,  doubt- 
less ;  perhaps  some  intrigue,  which  Madam  must  not 
know  of, — "  J.cA,  Herr  Baron ;  and  at  your  age, — ^fifty,  I 
am  sure !"   Kappel,  a  solid  fellow,  concerned  for  groom- 
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business  alone,  punctually  carries  his  Letters ;  takes 
charge  of  the  Responses  too,  which  never  have  any 
Address;  and  does  not  too  much  trouble  himself  with 
curiosities  of  an  impertinent  nature. 

To  these  external  phenomena  I  will  at  present  only 
add  this  internal  one:  That  an  old  Brother  Officer  of 
Warkotsch's,  a  Colonel  Wallis,  with  Hussars,  is  now 
lying  at  Heinrichau, — say,  10  miles  from  Strehlen,  and 
about  10  from  Schonbrunn  too,  or  a  mile  more  if  you 
take  the  Siebenhuben  way  ;  and  that  all  these  missives, 
through  Curatus  Schmidt,  are  for  Wallis  the  Hussar 
Colonel,  and  must  be  a  secret,  not  from  Madam  alone ! 
How  a  Baron,  hitherto  of  honour,  could  all  at  once  be- 
come turpisdmua^  the  Superlative  of  Scoundrels?  This 
is  even  the  reason, — ^the  prize  is  so  superlative. 

^Monday  Nighty  Naoember  dOthy  17 QV  (night  bitter  cold), 
'  Kappel   finds  himself  sitting  mounted,  and  holding  Master's 

*  horse,  in  Strehlen,  more  exactly  in  Woiselwitz,  a  Suburb  of 

*  Strehlen,  near  the  Bang's  door, — Majesty's  travelling-coach 
'  drawn  out  there,  symbol  that  Strehlen  is  ending,  general  de- 
'  partore  towards  Breslau  now  nigh.  Not  to  Kappel's  sorrow,  per- 
'  haps,  waiting  in  the  cold  there.   Kappel  waits,  hour  after  hour ; 

*  Master  taking  his  ease  with  the  Bang's  people,  regardless  of 

*  the  horses  and  me,  in  this  shivery  weather ; — ^and  one  must  not 

*  walk  about  either,  for  disturbing  the  King's  sleep  1  Not  till 
<  midnight  does  Master  emerge,  and  the  freezing  Kappel  and 
'  quadrupeds  get  under  way.  Under  way,  Master  breaks  out  into 
'  singular  talk  about  the  King's  lodging :  Was  ever  anything  so 
'  careless ;  nothing  but  two  sentries  in  the  King's  anteroom ; 

*  thirteen  all  the  soldiers  that  are  in  Woiselwitz ;  Strehlen  not 
^  available  in  less  than  twenty  minutes :  nothing  but  woods, 
'  haggly  glens  and  hiUs,  all  on  to  Heinrichau :  How  easy  to 

*  snatch  off  his  Majesty !  "  Um  Gottea  Willen^  my  Lord,  don't 
^  speak  so :  think  if  a  patrolling  Prussian  were  to  hear  it,  in  the 
'  dark  T    Pooh,  pooh,  answers  the  Herr  Baron. 

VOL.  VI.  Q 
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^At  Schonbrunzi,  in  the  short  hoorsy  Kappel  finds  Fraa 
Kappel  in  a  state  of  unappeasable  curiosity:  ^What  can  it 
be  ?  Curatus  Schmidt  was  hei^  all  afternoon ;  much  in  haste 
to  see  Master ;  had  to  go  at  last, — ^for  the  Church-service,  this 
St  AndreVs  Eve.  And  only  think,  though  he  sat  with  My 
Lady  hours  and  hours,  he  left  this  Letter  with  me :  *  Give  it  to 
your  Husband,  for  my  Lord,  the  instant  they  come ;  and  say  X 
must  have  an  Answer  tomorrow  mcnming  at  7.'  Left  it  with, 
me,  not  with  My  Lady; — My  Lady  not  to  know  of  it  T  "Tush, 
wiaman !"  But  Frau  Kappel  has  been,  herself,  unappeasably 
running  about,  ever  since  she  got  this  Letter;  has  applied  to 
two  fdlow-servants,  one  after  the  other,  who  can  read  writing, 

'  Break  it  up,  will  you  I"  But  they  would  not.  Practical  Kap- 
pel takes  the  Letter  up  to  Master^s  room ;  delivers  it,  with  the 
Message.  "  What,  Curatus  Schmidt  I"  interrupts  My  Lady,  who 
was  sitting  there :  "  Herr  Good-man,  what  is  that  T  **That  is  a 
Letter  to  me,**  answers  the  Good-maa :  "  What  Imve  you  to  do 
with  it  ?"  Upon  which  My  Lady  flounces  out  in  a  huff,  and  the 
Herr  Baron  sets  about  writing  his  Answer,  whatever  it  may  be. 
^  Kappel  and  Fra;u  are  gone  to  bed,  Frau  still  doque&t  upon 
the  mystery  of  Curatus  Schmidt,  when  his  Lordship  taps  at  their 
door;  enters  in  the  dark :  ^  lliis  is  for  die  Curatus,  at  7  o^dock 
tomorrow;  I  leave  it  oa  the  table  here :  be  in  time,  like  a  gnoA 
Eappel !"  Kappel  promises  his  Unappeasable  that  he  will  ac- 
tually open  this  Piece  before  delivery  of  it ;  upon  which  she 
appeases  herself,  and  they  both  fall  asleep.  Kappel  is  on  foot 
betimes  next  morning.  Kappel  quietly  pockets  his  Letter;  still 
more  quietly,  from  a  neighbouring  room,  pock^is  his  Master^s 
big  Seal  {PetBchafi)^  with  a  view  to  resealing :  he  then  steps  out ; 
giving  his  BurscK  (Apprentice  or  Under^rocHn)  ^oi?der  to  be 
ready  in  so  many  minutes,  "You  and  these  two  horses'*  (specific 
for  speed) ;  and,  in  the  interim,  walks  over,  with  Letter  and 
Petsciuifty  to  the  Reverend  H^rr  Gerlach's,  for  some  prelimi- 
nary business.  Kappel  is  Catholic;  Warkotsch,  Protestant; 
Hen*  G^rlach  is  Protestant  preacher  in  the  Village  pf  Schon- 
brunn, — much  h«ted  by  Warkotsch,  whose  standing  order  is : 

'^  Don't  go  near  that  insolent  fellow;"  b«t  known  by  Kapp^  to 
be  a  just  man,  faithful  m  xlifficulties  of  die  weak  against  the 
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'  strong.  G^riach,  not  yet  out  of  bed,  listens  to  Ihe  awful  story: 
'  reads  the  horrid  missire ;  Warkotsch  to  Colonel  Wallis :  ^  You 
^  can  seize  the  King,  living  or  dead,  this  night!" — ^hesitates  about 
^  copying  it  (as  Kappel  wishes,  for  a  good  purpose);  but  is  encou- 

*  nged  by  his  Wife,  and  soon  writes  a  Copy.  This  Copy  Kappel 
^  sticks  into  the  old  cover,  seals  as  usual ;  and,  with  the  Original 
^  safe  in  Ids  own  pocket,  returns  to  the  stables  now.  His  Bursch 
^  and  he  mount;  after  a  little,  he  orders  his  Bursch :  ^^Buisch, 
^  ride  you  to  Siebenhuben  and  Cuiatus  Schmidt,  with  this  sealed 
'  Letter; 'you,  and  say  nothing.  I  was  to  have  gone  myself,  but 
^  cannot;  be  speedy,  be  discroetr  And  the  Bursch  dashes  off 
'  for  Siebenhuben  with  the  sealed  Copy,  for  Schmidt,  Warkotsch, 
'  Wallis  and  Company's  behoof ;  £[appel  riding,  at  a  still  better 
'  paoe^  to  StreUen  with  the  Original,  for  behoof  of  the  King^s 
^Majesty. 

^At  Strehlen,  King's  Majesty  not  yet  visible,  Kappel  has 
^  great  difficulties  in  the  anteroom  among  the  sentry  people. 
'  Bat  he  persists,  insists :  ^^  Read  my  Letter,  then  T'  which  they 
'dare  not  do;  which  only  Colonel  Kmsemark,  the  Adjutant, 
^  perhaps  dare.     They  take  him  to  Kmsemark.     Krusemark 

*  reads,  all  aghast;  locks  up  K^pel ;  runs  to  the  King;  returns, 
^  mu£3es  Kappel  in  soldier's  cloak  and  cap,  and  leads  him  in. 
'  The  King,  looking  into  Kappel's  face,  into  Kappel's  clear  story 
^  and  the  Warkotsch  handwriting,  needed  only  a  few  questions ; 
^  and  the  fit  orders,  as  to  Warkotsch  and  Company,  were  soon 
'  ^ven :  dangerous  engineers  now  fallen  harmless,  blown  up  by 
^  their  own  petard.  One  of  the  King's  first  questions  was:  ^'  But 
'how  have  I  offended  Warkotsch t"  Kappel  does  not  know; 
'  Master  is  of  strict  wilful  turn ; — ^Master  would  grumble  and 
^  growl  sometimes  about  the  peasant  people,  and  how  a  noble- 
'  man  has  now  no  power  over  them,  in  comparison."  ^'  Are 
'  you  a  Protestant !"   "No,  your  Majesty,  Catholic."   «  See,  ihr 

*  Herrm^*  said  the  Eang  to  those  about  him ;  "  Warkotsch  is  a 
'  Pkotestant ;  his  Curatus  Schmidt  is  a  Catholic ;  and  this  man 
'  is  a  Catbdic:  there  are  villains  and  lionest  people  in  every 
'creedr 

'At  noon^  that  day,  Warkotsch  had  sat  down  to  dinner,  com- 
^  fortably  in  his  dressing-gown,  nobody  but  the  good  Baroness 
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^  there ;  when  Bittmeister  Babenau  suddenly  descended  on  the 

*  Schloss  and  dining-room  with  dragoons :   "  In  arrest,  Herr 

*  Baron ;  I  am  sorry  you  must  go  with  me  to  Brieg  r  War- 
^  kotsch,  a  strategic  fellow,  kept  countenance  to  Wife  and  Ritt- 

*  meister,  in  this  sudden  fall  of  the  thxmderbolt :  "  Yes,  Herr 
^  Bittmeister ;  it  is  that  mass  of  Com  I  was  to  furnish"  (show- 
^  ing  him  an  actual  order  of  that  kind),  ^^  and  I  am  behind  my 
^  time  with  it  I    Nobody  can  help  his  luck.    Take  a  bit  of  dinner 

*  with  us,  any  way  1"     Bittmeister  refused ;  but  the  Baroness  too 

*  pressed  him ;  he  at  length  sat  down.     Warkotsch  went  "  to 

*  dress;"  first  of  all,  to  give  orders  about  his  best  horse ;  but  was 
^  shocked  to  find  that  the  dragoons  were  a  hundred,  and  that 
^  every  outgate  was  beset.  Betuming  half-dressed,  with  an  air 
^  of  bafiled  hospitality :  ^^  Herr  Bittmeister,  our  Schloss  must  not 

*  be  disgraced ;  here  are  your  brave  fellows  waiting,  and  nothing 

*  of  refreshment  ready  for  titem.    I  have  given  order  at  the 

*  Tavern  in  the  Village ;  send  them  down ;  there  they  shall 
'  drink  better  luck  to  me,  and  have  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheese.'* 
^  Stupid  Babenau  again  consents : — and  in  few  minutes  more, 
^  Warkotsch  is  in  the  Woods,  galloping  like  Epsom,  towards 
^  Wallis ;  and  Babenau  can  only  arrest  Madam  (who  knows 
^  nothing),  and  return  in  a  baffled  state. 

^  Schmidt  too  got  away.    The  party  sent  after  Schmidt  found 
'  him  in  the  little  Town  of  Nimptsch,  half  way  home  again  from 

*  his  Wallis  errand ;  comfortably  dining  with  some  innocent  hos- 
^  pitable  people  there.  Schmidt  could  not  conceal  his  confusion; 
'  but  pleading  piteously  a  necessity  of  nature,  was  with  difficulty 
^  admitted  to  the — ^to  the  Abtritt  so-called ;  and  there,  by  some 

*  long  pole  or  rake-handle,  vanished  wholly  through  a  never- 
^  imagined  aperture,  and  was  no  more  heard  of  in  the  upper  world. 

*  The  Prussian  soldiery  does  not  seem  expert  in  thief-taking. 

^Warkotsch  came  back  about  midnight  that  same  Tuesday, 
^  500  Wallis  Hussars  escorting  him ;  and  took  away  his  ready 

*  moneys,  near  5,000Z.  in  gold,  reports  Frau  Kappel,  who  wit- 
'  nessed  the  ghastly  operation  (Hussars  in  great  terror,  in  haste, 
^  and  unconscionably  greedy  as  to  sharing) ; — after  which  our 
'  next  news  of  him,  the  last  of  any  clear  autlienticity,  is  this  Note 
^  to  his  poor  Wife,  which  was  read  in  the  Law  Procedures  on 
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*  him  six  months  hence:  "My  Child  {Mein  Kind), — The  accursed 
^^  thought  I  took  up  against  my  King  has  overwhehned  me  in 
"  boundless  misery.  From  the  top  of  the  highest  hill  I  cannot 
"  see  the  limits  of  it.  Farewell ;  I  am  in  the  farthest  border  of 
«  Turkey.— Wakkotsch."'* 

Schmidt  and  he,  after  patient  trial,  were  both  of 
them  beheaded  and  quartered, — ^in  pasteboard  effigy, — 
in  the  Salt  Ring  (Great  Square)  of  Breslau,  May  1762 : 
— ^in  pasteboard,  Friedrich  liked  it  better  than  the  other 
way.  " Meinetwegen"  wrote  he,  sanctioning  the  execu- 
tion, "For  aught  I  care;  the  Portraits  will  Kkely  be  as 
worthless  as  the  Originals."  Rittmeister  Rabenau  had 
got  off  with  a  few  days'  arrest,  and  the  remark,  "  Er  ist 
ein  dummer  Teufel  (You  are  a  stupid  devil)!"  War- 
kotsch's  Estates,  all  and  sundry,  deducting  the  Ba- 
roness's jointure,  which  was  punctually  paid  her,  were 
confiscated  to  the  King, — ^and  by  him  were  made  over 
to  the  Schools  of  Breslau  and  Glogau,  which,  I  doubt 
not,  enjoy  them  to  this  day.  Reverend  Gerlach  in 
Schonbrunn,  Kappel  and  Kappel's  Bursch,  were  all  at-  "^ 
tended  to,  and  properly  rewarded,  though  there  are 
rumours  to  the  contrary.  Hussar-Colonel  Wallis  got 
no  public  promotion,  though  it  is  not  doubted  the  Head 
People  had  been  well  cognisant  of  his  ingenious  inten- 
tions. Official  Vienna,  like  mankind  in  general,  shud- 
dered to  own  him ;  the  great  Counts  Wallis  at  Vieima 
pubhshed  in  the  Newspapers,  "  Our  House  has  no  con- 
nexion with  that  gentleman ;" — ^and,  in  fact,  he  was  of 
Irish  breed,  it  seems,  the  name  of  him  WallwcA  (or 
Walsh),  if  one  cared.  Warkotsch  died  at  Raab  {this 
side  the  farthest  comer  of  Turkey),  in  1769 :  his  poor 
Baroness  had  vanished  from  Silesia  five  years  before, 
probably  to  join  him.     He  had  some  pension  or  aliment 

*  Kiister,  Lehem-ReUungen^  p.  88 :  Kiteter,  pp.  65-188  (for  the  general 
Nanratiye)  ;  Tempelhof ,  v.  346,  &c.  &c. 
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from  the  Austrian  Court;  small  or  not  so  small  is  a  dis- 
puted point. 

And  this  is,  more  minutely  than  need  have  been,  in 
authentic  form  only  too  diffuse,  the  once  world-famous 
Warkotsch  Tragedy  or  WeUnigh- Tragic  Melodrama; 
which  is  still  interesting  and  a  matter  of  study,  of  pathos 
and  minute  controversy,  to  the  patriot  and  antiquary 
in  Prussian  'Countries,  though  here  we  might  have 
been  briefer  about  it.  It  would,  indeed,  have  "  finished 
the  War  at  once;"  and  on  terms  delightful  to  Austria 
and  its  Generals  near  by.  But  so  would  any  unit  of  the 
million  balls  and  buUets  which  have  whistled  round 
that  same  Royal  Head,  and  have,  every  unit  of  them, 
missed  like  Warkotsch  !  Particular  Heads,  royal  and 
other,  meant  for  use  in  the  scheme  of  things,  are  not 
to  be  hit  on  any  terms  till  the  use  is  had. 

Friedrich  settled  in  Breslau  for  the  Winter,  Decem- 
ber 9th.  From  Colberg  bad  news  meet  him  in  Breslau; 
bad  and  ever  worse:  Colberg,  not  Warkotsch,  is  the 
interesting  matter  there,  for  a  fortnight  coming, — ^till 
Colberg  end,  it  also  irremediable.  The  Russian  hope 
on  Colberg  is,  long  since,  limited  to  that  of  famine.  We 
said  the  conveyance  of  Supplies,  across  such  a  Hundred 
MUes  of  wilderness,  from  Stettin  thither,  with  Russians 
and  the  Winter  gainsaying,  was  the  difficulty.  Our  short 
Note  continues : 

^  In  fact,  it  is  the  impossibility :  trial  after  trial  goes  on,  in  a 

*  strenuous  manner,  but  without  success.     October  13th,  Green 

*  Kleist  tries ;  October  22d,  Knobloch  and  even  Platen  try.   For 

*  the  next  two  months,  there  is  trial  on  trial  made  (Hussar  Kleist, 
^  Knobloch,   Thadden,   Platen),  not  without  furious   fencing, 

*  struggling ;  but  with  no  success.  There  are,  in  wait  at  the  proper 
/  places,  15,000  Russians  waylaying.  Winter  comes  early,  and 
^  unusually  severe :  such  marchings,  such  endeayoorings  and  ear 
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'  chiRuicefl, — ^without  success  I  For  dazknessy  cold,  grim  (UfBcoltj, 
'  fierce  resistance  to  it,  one  reads  few  tfaiiigs  like  this  of  Colberg. 
^The  sno^  Ucs  eU-deep^''  says  Archenholtz ;  ^mow-tempests, 
^  sleet,  frost :  a  coantrj  wasted  and  hungered  out ;  wants  fael- 
^  wood ;  has  not  even  salt.  The  soMier^s  bread  is  a  block  of  ice; 
**  impracticaUe  to  human  teeth  till  you  thaw  it, — which  is  <mly 
*'  possible  by  night."  The  Russian  ships  disappear  (1 7th  October) ; 

*  November  2d,  Butturlin,  leaving  reinforcements  without  stint, 
'  vanishes  towards  Poland.  The  day  before  Butturlin  went,  there 
'  had  been  solemn  summons  upon  Eogen, "  Surrender  honourably, 
**we  once  more  bid  yon;  never  will  we  leave  this  ground,  till 
*^  Colberg  is  ours !"    "  Vain  to  propose  it  T*  answers  Eugen,  as 

*  befwe.  The  Russians  too  are  clearly  in  great  misery  of  want ; 
^  though  with  better  roads  open  for  them;  and  BomanzoVs  ob- 
'  sdnacy  is  extreme. 

^  Kight  oi  November  14th-15th,  Eugen^  his  horse-fodder 

*  being  entirely  done,  and  Heyde's  magazines  worn  almost  out, 
^  is  obliged  to  glide  mysteriously,  circuitously  from  his  Camp, 
^  and  go  to  try  the  task  himself.  The  most  diflScuIt  of  marches, 
'  gloriously  executed ;  which  avails  to  deliver  Eugen,  and  lightens 

*  the  pressure  on  Heyde's  small  st(»e.  Eugen,  in  a  way  Tem- 
^pelhof  cannot  enough  admir^  gets  dear  away.  Joins  with 
^  Platen,  collects  Provision ;  tries  to  send  Provision  in,  but  with- 

*  out  effect.    By  the  Ejbg's  order,  is  to  try  it  himself  in  a  col- 

*  lective  form*    Had  Heyde  food,  he  would  care  little. 

^Romanzow,  who  is  now  in  Eugen's  old  Camp,  summons 

*  the  Veteran ;  they  say,  it  is  "  for  the  twenty-fifth  time," — ^not 
'  yet  quite  the  last.  Heyde  consults  his  people :  "  Kameraderiy 
^  what  think  you  should  I  do  ?"  "  Thun  Sie^s  durchaus  nichtj 
**  Herr  Obrist,  Do  not  a  whit  of  it,  H«t  Colonel :  we  will  defend 
^  ourselves  as  long  as  we  have  bread  and  powd^-."'  It  is  grim 
^  frost;  Heyde  pours  water  on  his  waUs.  Romanzow  tries  storm ; 
^  the  walls  are  glass;  the  garrison  has  powder,  though  on  half 
^  rations  as  to  bread :  storm  is  of  no  effect.    By  the  King's  order, 

*  Eugen  tries  again.     December  6th,  starts ;  has  again  a  march 

*  of  the  most  consummate  kind;  December  12th,  gets  to  the 
'  Russian  entrenchment ;  storms  a  Russian  redoubt,,  and  fights 

*  Seyfarth,  iix.  28 ;  Ardienholtz,  ii.  304. 
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*  inexpressibly ;  but  it  will  not  do.     Withdraws ;  leaves  Colberg 
^  to  its  fate.     Next  morning,  Heyde  gets  his  twenty-sixth  sum- 

*  mons ;  reflects  on  it  two  days ;  and  then  (December  16th),  his 
^  biscuit  done,  decides  to  "march  out,  with  music  playing,  arms 

*  shouldered,  and  the  honours  of  war."  '•  Adieu  to  the  old  Hero ; 
who,  we  hope,  will  not  stay  long  in  Russian  prison. 

"What  a  Place  of  Anns  for  us!"  thinks  Romanzow; 
— "  though,  indeed,  for  Campaign  1762,  at  this  late 
time  of  year,  it  will  not  so  much  avail  us."  No; — ^and 
for  1763,  who  knows  if  you  will  need  it  then! 

Six  weeks  ago,  Prince  Henri  and  Daim  had  finished 
their  Saxon  Campaign  in  a  much  more  harmless  man- 
ner. November  5thj  Daun,  after  infinite  rallying,  mar- 
shalling, re-arranging,  and  counselling  with  Loudon, 
who  has  sat  so  long  quiescent  on  the  Heights  at  Kun- 
zendorf,  ready  to  aid  and  reinforce,  did  at  length  (no- 
thing of  "  rashness"  chargeable  on  Daun)  make  *  a  gene- 
ral attack  on  Prince  Henri's  outposts,'  in  the  Meissen 
or  Mulda-Elbe  Country,  *from  Rosswein  all  across  to 
Siebeneichen;'  simultaneous  attack,  15  miles  wide,  or 
I  know  not  how  wide,  but  done  with  vigour;  and,  after 
a  stiflF struggle  in  the  small  way,  drove  them  all  in; — 
in,  all  of  them,  more  or  less; — ^and  then  did  nothing  far- 
ther whatever.  Henri  had  to  contract  his  quarters,  and 
stand  alertly  on  his  guard :  but  nothing  came.  "  Shall 
have  to  winter  in  straiter  quarters,  behind  the  Mulda, 
not  astride  of  it  as  formerly;  that  is  all."  And  so  the 
Campaign  in  Saxony  had  ended,  *  without,  in  the  whole 
'  course  of  it'  (say  the  Books),  *  either  party  gaining 

*  any  essential  advantage  over  the  other.'^ 

•  TempeDiof,  v.  351-377 ;  Aichenholtz,  ii.  294-307  ;  especially  the  Sey- 
farth  Beylagen  above  cited. 

'  Seyfarth,  iii.  54 ;  Tempelhof ,  v.  275  et  seq.  (ibid.  pp.  263-280  for 
the  Campaigii  at  large,  in  all  breadth  of  detail). 
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CHAPTER  X. 

FRIEBRICH  IN  BBESLAU;   HAS  NEWS  FBOM  PETERSBUBG. 

Since  December  9th,  Friedrich  is  in  Breslau,  in  some 
remainder  of  his  ruined  Palace  there;  and  is  represented 
to  us,  in  Books,  as  sitting  amid  ruins;  no  prospect  ahead 
of  him  but  ruin.  Withdrawn  from  Society ;  looking  fix- 
edly on  the  gloomiest  future.  Sees  hardly  anybody; 
speaks,  except  it  be  on  business,  nothing.  *  One  day,' 
I  have  read  somewhere,  '  General  Lentulus  dined  with 
*  him;  and  there  was  not  a  word  uttered  at  all.'  The 
Anecdote-Books  have  Dialogues  with  Ziethen;  Ziethen 
stiU  trusting  in  Divine  Providence;  King  trusting  only 
in  the  iron  Destinies,  and  the  stem  refuge  of  Death  with 
honour :  Dialogues  evidently  symbolical  only.  In  fact, 
this  is  not,  or  is  not  altogether,  the  King's  common 
humour.  He  has  his  two  Nephews  with  him  (the  elder, 
old  enough  to  learn  soldiering,  is  to  be  of  next  Cam- 
paign under  him);  he  is  not  without  society  when  he 
likes, — ^never  without  employment  whether  he  like  or 
not ;  and  in  the  blackest  murk  of  despondencies  has 
his  Turk  and  other  Illusions,  which  seem  to  be  brighter 
this  Year  than  ever.^ 

For  certain,  the  King  is  making  all  preparation,  as 
if  victory  might  stiU  crown  him :  though  of  practical 
hope  he,  doubtless  often  enough,  has  little  or  none. 

>  Letters  to  Henri :  in  Sch^wg^  iiL  {scepiui). 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


234       FBIEDBIGH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.     [Book  XX. 

Oct.  1761^July  1762. 

England  seems  about  deserting  him;  a  most  sad  and 
unexpected  change  has  befallen  there :  great  Pitt  thrown 
out;  perverse  small  Butes  come  in,  whose  notions  and 
procedures  differ  far  from  Pitt's!  At  home  here,  the 
Russians  are  in  Pommem  and  the  Neumark ;  Austrians 
have  Saxony,  aU  but  a  poor  strip  beyond  the  Mulda; 
Silesia,  all  but  a  fraction  on  the  Oder:  Friedrich  has 
with  himself  30,000;  with  Prince  Henri  25,000;  imder 
Eugen  of  Wiirtemberg,  against  the  Swedes,  5,000;  in 
all  his  Dominions,  60,000  fighting  men.  To  make  head 
against  so  many  enemies,  he  calculates  that  60,000  more 
must  be  raised  this  Winter.  And  where  are  these  to 
come  from;  England  and  its  help  having  also  fallen 
into  such  dubiety?  Next  Year,  it  is  calculated  by 
everybody,  Friedrich  himself  hardly  excepted  (in  bad 
moments),  must  be  the  finis  of  this  long  agonistic  tra- 
gedy. On  the  other  hand,  Austria  herself  is  in  sore 
difficulties  as  to  cash;  discharges  20,000  men, — ^trust- 
ing she  may  have  enough  besides,  to  finish  Friedrich. 
France  is  bankrupt,  starving,  passionate  for  Peace ; 
English  Bute  nothing  like  so  ill  to  treat  with  as  Pitt: 
to  Austria  no  more  subsidies  from  France.  The  War 
is  waxing  feeble,  not  on  Friedrich's  side  only,  like  a 
flame  short  of  fuel.  This  Year  it  must  go  out;  Austria 
will  have  to  kill  Friedrich  this  Year,  if  at  all. 

Whether  Austria's  and  the  world's  prophecy  would 
have  been  fulfilled?  Nobody  can  say  what  miraculous 
sudden  shifts,  and  outbursts  of  fiery  enterprise,  may  still 
lie  in  this  man.  Friedrich  is  difficult  to  kill,  grows  ter- 
ribly elastic  when  you  compress  him  into  a  comer.  Or 
Destiny,  perhaps,  may  have  tried  him  sufficiently;  and 
be  satisfied?  Destiny  does  send  him  a  wonderful  star- 
of-day,  bursting  out  on  the  sudden,  as  will  be  seen ! — 
Meanwhile  here  is  the  English  calamity;  worse   than 
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any  Sdhweidnitz,  Colberg,  or  other  that  has  befallen  in 
this  blackest  of  the  night* 

The  Pitt  Catastrophe:  how  the  Peace-Negotiation 
went  off  hy  Explosion  ;  how  Pitt  tmthdreio  (3d 
October  1761),  and  there  came  a  Spanish  War 
nevertheless. 

In  St.  James's  Street,  'in  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's 
late  lodgings,'  on  the  2d  of  October  1761,  there  was  held 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  Cabinet-Councils  known  in 
English  History :  it  is  the  last  of  Pitt's  Cabinet-Coun- 
cils, for  a  long  time, — ^might  a»  well  have  been  his  last 
of  all; — and  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  Friedrich 
through  Pitt.  We  spoke  of  the  Choiseul  Peace-Nego- 
tiation ;  of  an  c^er  indirectly  from  King  Carlos,  '^  Could 
not  I  mediate  a  little?' — offer  which  exploded  said  Ne- 
gotiation, and  produced  the  Bourbon  Family  Compact 
and  an  additional  War  instead.  Let  us  now  look,  slightly 
fer  a  few  moments,  into  that  matter  and  its  sequences. 

It  was  July  15^A,  when  Bussy,  along  with  something 
in  his  own  French  sphere,  presented  this  beautifdl  Span- 
ish Appendix, — "apprehensive  that  War  may  break  out 
again  with  Spain,  when  we  Two  have  got  settled."  By 
the  same  opportunity  came  a  Note  from  him,  which 
was  reckoned  important  too :  '^  That  the  Empress  Queen 
would  and  did,  whatever  might  become  of  the  Congress 
of  Augsburg,  approve  of  this  Separate  Peace  between 
France  and  England, — ^England  merely  undertaking  to 
leave  the  King  of  Prussia  altogether  to  himself  in  future 
with  her  Imperial  Majesty  and  her  Allies."  "Never, 
Sir!"  answered  Pitt,  with  emphasis,  to  this  latter  Pro- 
position; and  to  the  former  about  Spain's  interfering, 
or  whispering  of  interference,  he  answered — ^by  at  once 
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returning  the  Paper,  as  a  thing  non-extant,  or  which  it 
was  charitable  to  consider  so»  "  Totally  inadmissible, 
Sir;  mention  it  no  more!" — and  at  once  called  upon 
the  Spanish  Ambassador  to  disavow  such  impertinence 
imputed  to  his  Master.  Fancy  the  colloquies,  the  agi- 
tated consultations  thereupon,  between  Bussy  and  this 
Don,  in  view  suddenly  of  breakers  ahead ! 

In  about  a  week  (July  23d),  Bussy  had  an  Inter- 
view with  Pitt  himself  on  this  high  Spanish  matter;  and 
got  some  utterances  out  of  him  which  are  memorable  to 
Bussy  and  us.  "  It  is  my  duty  to  declare  to  you.  Sir, 
"  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,"  said  Pitt,  "  that  his 
"  Majesty  will  not  suffer  the  disputes  with  Spain  to  be 
•"  blended,  in  any  manner  whatever,  in  the  Negotiation 
"  of  Peace  between  the  Two  Crowns.  To  which  I 
"  must  add,  that  it  will  be  considered  as  an  affront 
"  to  his  Majesty's  dignity,  and  as  a  thing  incompatible 
"  with  the  sincerity  of  the  Negotiation,  to  make  further 
"  mention  of  such  a  circumstance."^  Bussy  did  not  go 
at  once,  after  this  deliverance ;  but  was  unable,  by  his 
arguments  and  pleadings,  by  all  his  oil  and  fire  joined 
together,  to  produce  the  least  improvement  on  it :  "  Time 
"  enough  to  treat  of  all  that.  Sir,  when  the  Tower  of 
"London  is  taken  sword  in  hand!"*  was  Pitt's  last 
word.  An  expression  which  went  over  the  world; 
and  went  especially  to  King  Carlos,  as  fast  as  it  could 
fly,  or  as  his  Choiseul  could  speed  it:  and,  in  about 
three  weeks,  produoed, — ^it  and  what  had  gone  before 
it,  by  the  united  industry  of  Choiseul  and  Carlos,  finally 
produced, — ^the  famed  Bourbon  Family  Compact  (August 

*  In  Thackeray,  ii.  564 ;— Pitt  next  day  patting  it  in  writing,  "  word 
for  word,"  at  Bussy's  request. 

'  Beatson,  ii.  434.  Archenholtz  (ii.  245)  has  heard  of  this  expression, 
in  a  slightly  inooirect  way. 
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15th,  1761),  and  a  variety  of  other  weighty  results, 
which  lay  in  embryo  therein. 

Pitt,  in  the  interim,  had  been  intensely  prosecuting, 
in  Spain  and  everywhere,  his  inquiry  into  the  Bussy 
phenomenon  of  July  15th;  which  he,  from  the  first 
glimpse  of  it,  took  to  mean  a  mystery  of  treachery  in 
the  pretended  Peace-Negotiation,  on  the  part  of  Choi- 
seul  and  Catholic  Majesty; — ^though  other  long  heads, 
and  Pitt's  Ambassador  at  Madrid  investigating  on  the 
spot,  considered  it  an  inadvertence  mainly,  and  of  no 
practical  meaning.  On  getting  knowledge  of  the  Bour- 
bon Family  Compact,  Pitt  perceived  that  his  suspicion 
was  a  certainty; — and  likewise  that  the  one  clear  course 
was,  To  declare  War  on  the  Spanish  Bourbon  too,  and 
go  into  him  at  once :  "We  are  ready;  fleets,  soldiers,  in 
the  East,  in  the  West;  he  not  ready  anywhere.  Since 
he  wants  War,  let  him  have  it,  without  loss  of  a  mo- 
ment!" That  is  Pitt's  clear  view  of  the  case;  but  it  is 
by  no  means  Bute  and  Company's, — ^who  discern  in  it, 
rather,  a  means  of  finishing  another  operation  they  have 
long  been  secretly  busy  upon,  by  their  Mauduits  and 
otherwise;  and  are  clear  against  getting  into  a  new  War 
with  Spain  or  anybody  :  "  Have  not  we  enough  of 
Wars?"  say  they. 

Since  September  18th,  there  had  been  three  Cabinet- 
Councils  held  on  this  great  Spanish  question:  "Mystery 
of  treachery,  meaning  War  from  Spain?  Or  awkward 
Inadvertence  only,  practically  meaning  little  or  nothing  ?" 
Pitt,  surer  of  his  course  every  time,  every  time  meets 
the  same  contradiction.  Council  of  October  2d  was  the 
third  of  the  series,  and  proved  to  be  the  last. 

"  Twelve  Seventy-fours  sent  instantly  to  Cadiz,"  had 
been  Pitt's  proposal,  on  the  first  emergence  of  the  Bussy 
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][^aiomenoii«  Here  are  his  words,  October  2d,  when  it 
is  about  to  get  consummated :  "  This  is  now  the  time 
"  for  humbling  the  whole  House  of  Bourbon :  and  if 
^^  this  opportunity  is  let  slip,  we  shall  never  find  an- 
"other!  Their  united  power,  if  suffered  to  gather 
"  strength,  will  baffle  our  most  vigorous  efforts,  and 
"  possibly  plunge  us  in  the  gulf  of  ruin.  We  must 
"  not  allow  them  a  moment  to  breathe.  Self-preser- 
"  vation  bids  us  crush  them  before  they  can  combine 
"  or  recollect  themselves." — "  No  evidence  Ihat  Spain 
"  means  war;  too  many  wars  on  our  hands;  let  us  at 
"  least  wait!"  urge  all  the  others, — all  but  CMie,  or  one 
and  a  hcdf^  of  whom  presently.  Whereupon  Pitt:  "If 
"  these  views  are  to  be  followed,  this  is  the  last  time  I 
"  can  sit  at  this  Board.  I  was  called  to  the  Administra- 
"  tion  of  Affairs  by  the  voice  of  the  People :  to  them 
"  I  have  always  considered  myself  as  accountable  for  my 
"  conduct;  and  therefore  cannot  remain  in  a  situation 
"  which  makes  me  responsible  for  measures  I  am  no 
"  longer  allowed  to  guide."^ 

Carteret  Granville,  President  of  said  Council  for  ten 
years  past,^  now  an  old  red-nosed  man  of  seVenty-two, 
snappishly  took  him  up, — ^it  is  the  last  public  thing  poor 
Carteret  did  in  this  world, — ^in  the  following  terms :  "  I 
"  find  the  Gentleman  is  determined  to  leave  us;  nor  can 
"  I  say  I  am  sorry  for  it,  since  otherwise  he  would  have 
"  certainly  compelled  us  to  leave  him"  (Has  ruled  us, 
may  not  I  say,  with  a  rod  of  iron!)  "  But  if  he  be 
"  resolved  to  assume  the  office  of  exclusively  advising 
"  his  Majesty  and  directing  the  operations  of  the  War, 
"  to  what  purpose  are  we  called  to  this  Council?  When 
"  he  talks  of  being  respcHisible  to  the  People,  he  talks 

«  Beatson,  ii.  438. 

•  Oune  m, '  17th  Jime  1761/— died,  *  2d  JwoBzy  1753.' 
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^  the  language  of  the  House  of  Ckxnmons;  forgets  that, 
^^  at  this  Board,  he  is  only  responsible  to  the  King. 
"  However,  though  he  may  possibly  have  convinced 
^'  himself  of  his  infallibility,  still  it  remains  that  we 
"  should  be  equally  convinced,  before  we  can  resign 
^  our  understandings  to  his  direction,  or  join  with  him 
^'  in  the  measure  he  proposes."^ 

Who,  besides  Temple  (Pitt's  Brother-in-law)  c<m- 
firmatory  of  Pitt,  Bute  negatory,  and  Newcastle  silent^ 
the  other  beautiful  gentlemen  were,  I  will  not  ask ;  but 
poor  old  Carteret, — the  wine  perhaps  sour  on  his  sto- 
mach (old  age  too,  with  German  memories  of  his  own^ 
^^  A  biggish  Life  once  mine,  all  futile  for  wcmt  of  4lus 
same  Kingship  like  Pitt's!") — ^I  am  sorry  old  Carteret 
should  have  ended  so!  He  made  the  above  Answer; 
and  Pitt  resigned  next  day/  "  The  Nation  was  thun- 
derstruck, alarmed  and  indignant,"  says  Walpole  :*  yes, 
no  wonder; — ^but,  except  a  great  deal  of  noisy  jargoning 
in  Parliament  and  out  of  it,  the  Nation  gained  nothing 
for  itself  by  its  indignant,  thunderstricken,  and  other 
feelings.  Its  Pitt  is  irrecoverable ;  and  it  may  long  look 
for  another  such.  These  beautiful  recalcitrants  of  the 
Cabinet-Council  had,  themselves,  within  three  months 
(think  under  what  noises  and  hootings  from  a  non- 
admiring  Nation),  to  declare  War  on  Spain,®  not  on 
better  terms  than  when  Pitt  advised;  and,  except  for 

•  Biog,  BriUmnica  (Kippis's ;  London,  1784),  iii.  278.    See  Thackeray, 
1  589-592. 

'  Thackeray,  i  592  n.    *  October  5th'  (acceptance  of  the  resignation,  I 
suppose  ?)  is  the  date  commonly  given. 

•  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third,  i.  82  et  seq. 

'  '  2d  Jnraaiy  1762,'  the  English ;  '  18th  Jannaiy/  the  Spaoiard  {An- 
fwl  Register  for  1762,  p.  50 ;  or  better,  Beatson,  ii  443). 
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the  "  readiness"  in  which  Pitt  had  left  all  things,  might 
have  fared  indifferently  in  it. 

To  Spain  and  France,  the  results  of  the  Family  Com- 
pact (we  may  as  well  give  them  at  once,  though  they 
extend  over  the  whole  next  year  and  farther,  and  con- 
cern Friedrich  very  little)  were:  a  War  on  England 
(chiefly  on  poor  Portugal  for  England's  sake) ;  with  a 
War  hy  England  in  return,  which  cost  Spain  its  Ha- 
vanah  and  its  Philippine  Islands. 

^From  1760  and  before,  the  Spanish  Carlos,  his  orthodox 
^  mind  perhaps  shocked  at  Pombal  and  the  Anti-Jesuit  pro- 

*  cedures,  had  forbidden  trade  with  Portugal ;  had  been  drawing 
^  out  dangerous  "  militia  forces  on  the  Frontier ;"  and  afflicting 

*  and  frightening  the  poor  Country.  But  on  the  actual  arrival 
^  of  War  with  England,  Choiseul  and  he,  as  the  first  feasibility 

*  discernible,  make  Demand  (three  times  over,  16th  March — 
^  18th  April  1762,  each  time  more  stringently)  on  poor  Portu- 
^  guese  Majesty :  "  Give  up  your  objectionable  Heretic  Ally,  and 

*  join  with  us  against  him;  will  you,  or  will-  you  not?"  To 
^  which  the  Portuguese  Majesty,  whose  very  title  is  Most  Faith- 

*  f ul,  answered  always :  "  You  surprise  me  1  I  cannot ;  how  can 
^  I?   He  is  my  Ally,  and  has  always  kept  faith  with  me!    For 

*  certain,  No  T*®  So  that  there  is  English  reinforcement  got 
^  ready,  men,  money ;  an  English  General,  Lord  Tyrawley,  Ge- 
^  neral  and  Ambassador;  with  a  5  or  6,000  horse  and  foot,  and 

*  many  volunteer  officers  besides,  for  the  Portuguese  behoof." 
'  In  short,  every  encouragement  to  poor  Portugal :  "  Pull,  and 
"  we  will  help  you  by  tracing," 

*The  poor  Portuguese  pulled  very  badly:  were  disgusting 

*  to  Tyrawley,  he  to  them ;  and  cried  passionately,  "  Get  us 

*  another  General ;" — ^upon  which,  by  some  wise  person's  coun- 

*  sel,  that  singular  Artillery  Gentleman,  the  Graf  von  der  Lippe 

^^  London  GkuseUe,  5th  May  1762,  &c.  (in  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1762, 
3cmL  205,  321,  411). 

"  list  of  all  thiB  m  Beatson,  ii  491,  iii.  323  ;— *  did  not  get  to  sea  till 
12th  May  1762'  iGenOeman'a  Magaeine  for  1762,  p.  239). 
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^  Biickeburg,  who  gave  the  dinner  in  his  Tent  with  cannon 

*  firing  at  the  pole  of  it,  was  appointed ;  and  Tyrawley  came 

*  home  in  a  huff.**    Which  was  probably  a  favourable  circum- 

*  stance.  Biickeburg  understands  War,  whether  Tyrawley  do 
'  or  not.  Duke  Ferdinand  has  agreed  to  dispense  with  his 
^  Ordnance-Master ;  nay  I  have  heard  the  Ordnance-Master,  a 
'  man  of  sharp  speech  on  occasion,  was  as  good  as  idle ;  and  had 

*  gone  home  to  Buckeburg,  this  Winter :  indignant  at  the  many 

*  imperfections  he  saw,  and  perhaps  too  frankly  expressing  that 
^  feeling  now  and  then.  What  he  thought  of  the  Portuguese 
^  Army  in  comparison  is  not  on  record ;  but  may  be  judged  of 
^  by  this  circumstance.  That  on  dining  with  the  chief  Portu- 

*  guese  military  man,  he  found  his  Portuguese   captains  and 

*  lieutenants  waiting  as  valets  behind  the  chairs.** 

'  The  improvements  he  made  are  said  to  have  been  many ; — 
^  and  Portuguese  Majesty,  in  bidding  farewell,  gave  him  a  park 
'  of  Miniature  Gold  Cannon  byway  of  gracious  symbol.  But,  so 
'  far  as  the  facts  show,  he  seems  to  have  got  from  his  Portuguese 
'  Army  next  to  no  service  whatever :  and,  but  for  the  English 

*  and  the  ill  weather,  would  have  fared  badly  against  his  French 

*  and  Spaniards, — 42,000  of  them,  advancing  in  Three  Divisions, 
'  by  the  Douro  and  the  Tagus,  against  Oporto  and  Lisbon. 

'  His  War  has  only  these  three  dates  of  event.     1**.  May  9th, 

*  The  northmost  of  the  Three  Divisions**  crosses  the  Portuguese 

<  Frontier  on  the  Douro ;  summons  Miranda,  a  chief  Tot^ti  of 
'  theirs ;  takes  it,  before  their  first  battery  is  built ;  takes  Bra- 
^  ganza,  takes  Monte  Corvo ;  and  within  a  week  is  master  of  the 
^  Douro,  in  that  part.  "  Will  be  at  Oporto  directly !"  shriek  all 
'  the  Wine  people  (no  resistance  anywhere,  except  by  peasants 
^  organised  by  English  OflScers  in  some  parts) ;  upon  which 
^  Seventy-fours  were  sent. 

'  2\  Division  Second  of  the  42,000  came  by  Beira  Country, 
'  between  Tagus  and  Douro,  by  Tras-os-Montes ;  and  laid  siege 

<  to  a  place  called  Almeida'  (north-west  some  20  odd  miles  from 

w  yarnhageii  von  Ense,  Graf  Wilhelm  zur  Lippe  (Berlin,  1845),  in 
VermischU  Schrifien^  i.  1-118 :  pp.  33-64,  his  Portuguese  operations. 
"  Vamhagen  (gives  no  date  anywhere). 
M  Annual  Register  for  1762,  p.  30. 
VOL.  VI.  R 
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Ciudad  BodrigOy  a  name  once  known  to  veterans  of  us  still  Kving), 
^  which  Biickeburg  had  tried  to  repair  into  strength,  and  furnish 

*  with  a  garrison.     Garrison  defended  itself  well ;  hut  could  not 

*  be  relieved ; — ^had  to  surrender,  August  25th :  whereby  it  seems 
^  the  Tagus  is  now  theirs  I  All  the  more,  as  Division  Three  is 
^  likewise  got  across  from  Estremadura,  invading  Alemte jo :  what 
'  is  to  keep  these  Two  from  falling  on  Lisbon  together  I 

^  3^.  Against  this,  Biickeburg  does  find  a  recipe.  Despatches 
^  Brigadier  Burgoyne  with  an  English  party  upon  a  Town  called 

*  Valencia  d' Alcantara*  (not  Alcantara  Proper,  but  Valencia  of 
ditto,  not  very  far  from  Badajoz\  ^  where  the  vanguard  of  this 
^  Third  Division  is,  and  their  principal  Magazine.     Burgoyne 

*  and  his  English  did  perfectly :  broke  into  the  place,  stormed  it 
'  sword  in  hand  (August  27  th) ;  kept  the  Magazine  and  it,  though 
"  the  sixteen  Portuguese  Battalions"  could  not  possibly  get  up  in 

*  time.     In  manner  following  (say  the  Old  Newspapers) : 

"  The  garrison  of  Almeida,  before  which  place  the  whole  Span- 
"  ish  Army  had  been  assembled,  surrendered  to  the  Spaniards  on 
"  the  25th"  (August  25th,  as  we  have  just  heard),  "  having  capitu- 
**  lated  on  condition  of  not  serving  against  Spain  for  six  months. 

**  As  a  counterbalance  to  this  advantage,  the  Count  de  Liippe 
"  caused  Valencia  d' Alcantara  to  be  attacked,  sword-in-hand,  by 
^^  the  British  troops ;  who  carried  it,  after  an  obstinate  redstance. 
"  The  loss  of  the  British  troops,  who  had  the  principal  share  in 
"  this  affair,  is  luckily  but  inconsiderable :  and  consists  in  Lieu- 
"  tenant  Burk  of  Colonel  Frederick's,  one  sergeant,  and  three 
"  privates,  killed ;  two  sergeants,  one  drummer,  18  privates 
*^  wounded ;  10  horses  killed,  arid  2  wounded"  (loss  not  at  all 
considerable,  in  a  War  of  such  dimensions  I)  "The  British  troops 
"  behaved  upon  this  occasion  with  as  much  generosity  as  courage ; 
"  and  it  deserves  admiration,  that,  in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  the 
"  town  and  the  inhabitants  suffered  veiy  little ;  which  is  owing 
"  to  the  good  order  Brigadier  Burgoyne  kept  up  even  in  the 
"  heat  of  the  action.  This  success  would  probably  have  been 
"  attended  with  more,  if  circumstances,  that  could  not  well  be 
"  expected,  had  not  retarded  the  march  of  sixteen  Portuguese 
"  battalions,  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry.*'** 

»  Old  Newspapers  (in  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1762,  p.  443). 
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*  Upon  which — ^upon  which,  in  f  jwt,  the  War  had  to  ead, 
^  Rainy  weather  came^  deluges  of  rain ;  Burgoyne,  with  or  with- 
^  out  the  sixteen  Battalions  of  Portuguese,  kept  the  grip  he  had. 
^  Valencia  d' Alcantara  and  its  ^Magazine  a  settled  business,  roads 

*  round  gone  all  to  mire, — this  Third  Division,  and  with  it  the 
^  42,000  in  general,  finding  they  had  nothing  to  live  upon,  went 

*  their  ways  again.'  Note^  The  Burgoyne,  who  begins  in  this 
pretty  way  at  Valencia  d' Alcantara,  is  the  same  who  ended  so 
dismally  at  Saratoga,  within  twenty  years : — ^perhaps,  with  other 
War-Offices,  and  training  himself  in  something  suitabler  than 
Parliamentary  Eloquence,  he  might  have  becomue  a  kind  of  Ge- 
neral, and  have  ended  far  otherwise  than  there  ? — 

'Such  was  the  credit  account  on  Carlos's  side:  By  gratuitous 
'  assault  on  Portugal,  which  had  done  him  no  offence;  result  zero, 

*  and  pay  your  expenses.     On  the  English,  or  per  contra  side, 

*  again,  there  were  these  three  items,  two  of  them  specifically  on 

*  Carlos :  Hrsty  Martinique  captured  from  the  French  this  Spring; 

*  (finished,  4th February  1762)  :** — ^was  to  have  been  done  in  anjr 

*  case,  Guadaloupe  and  it  being  both  on  Pitf  s  books  for  some 
'  time,  and  only  Gnadaloupe  yet  got.  Secondly ^  King  Carlos,  for 
'  Family  Compact  and  fruitless  attempt  at  burglary  on  an  un- 

*  offending  neighbour.  Debtor :  1®.  To  Loss  of  the  Havanah  (6th 

*  June — 13th  August  1762),'^  which  might  easily  have  issued  in 
'  loss  of  all  his  West  Indies  together,  and  total  abolition  of  the 

*  Pope's  meridian  in  that  Western  Hemisphere ;  and  2®.  To  Loss 
'  of  Manilla,  with  his  Philippine  Islands  (28d  Sept^nber — 6th 
'October  1762),'^  which  was  abolition  of  it  in  the  Eastern. 

*  After  which,  happily  for  Carlos,  Peace  came, — ^Peace,  and  no 
'  Pitt  to  be  severe  upon  his  Indies  and  him.  Carlos's  War  of 
'  ten  months  had  stood  him  uncommonly  high.' 

All  these  things  the  English  Public,  considerably 
sulleii  about  the  Cabinet-Council  event  of  October  3d, 
ascribed  to  the  real  owner  of  them.  The  Public  said : 
"Theae  are,  all  of  them,  Pitt's  bolts,  not  yours, — 
launched,  or  lying  ready  for  launching,  from  that  Olym- 

»  OmUemm'9  Magamne  £or  1762,  p.  127. 

»  IbicL  408-459,  &c.  "  Ibid,  nxml  171-177. 
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plan  battery  which,  in  the  East  and  in  the  West,  had  al- 
ready smitten  down  all  Lallys  and  Montcalms ;  and  had 
force  already  massed  there,  rendering  your  Havanahs 
and  Mamllas  easy  for  you.  For  which,  indeed,  you  do 
not  seem  to  care  much;  rather  seem  to  be  embarrassed 
with  them,  in  your  eagerness  for  Peace  and  a  lazy  life !" 
— Mamlla  was  a  beautiful  work  ;^^  but  the  Manilla  Ran- 
som; a  million  sterling,  half  of  it  in  bills, — ^which  the 
Spaniards,  on  no  pretext  at  all  but  the  disagreeable- 
ness,  refused  to  pay !  Havanah,  though  victorious,  cost  a 
good  many  men :  was  thought  to  be  but  badly  managed. 
*' What  to  do  ^vith  it?"  said  Bute,  at  the  Peace :  "Give  us 
Florida  in  lieu  of  it," — ^which  proved  of  little  benefit  to 
Bute.    Enough,  enough,  of  Bute  and  his  performances. 

Pitt  being  gone,  Friedrich's  English  Subsidy  lags: 
this  time,  Friedrich  concludes  it  is  cut  off; — silent  on 
the  subject;  no  words  will  express  one's  thoughts  on  it. 
Not  till  April  9th  has  poor  Mitchell  the  sad  errand  of 
announcing  formally  that,  such  are  our  pressures,  Por- 
tuguese War  and  other,  we  cannot  afford  it  farther. 
Answered  by  I  know  not  what  kind  of  glance  from 
Friedrich ;  answered,  I  find,  by  words  few  or  none 
from  the  forsaken  King:  "Good;  that  too- was  want- 
ing," thought  the  proud  soul :  "  Keep  your  coin,  since 
you  so  need  it ;  I  have  still  copper,  and  my  sword !"  The 
alloy  this  Year  became  as  3  to  1 : — what  other  remedy? 

From  the  same  cause,  I  doubt  not,  this  Year,  for 
the  first  time  in  human  memory,  came  that  complete 

"  A  Journal  of  ike  Proceedings  of  his  Mc^esty^s  Forces  in  the  Expedi- 
tion to  ManiUa  (^London  Gazette,  April  19th,  1763 ;  Crentleman's  Magazine^ 
XKxiii.  171  et  seq.)*  Written  by  Colonel  or  Brigadier-General  Draper 
(suggeater,  contriver,  and  performer  of  the  Enterprise ;  an  excellent  In- 
dian Officer,  of  great  merit  with  hu  pen  as  well, — ^BuUy  Junins's  Corre- 
spondent afterwards). 
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abeyance  of  the  Gift-moneys  {Douceur- Gelder\  which 
are  become  a  standing  expectation,  quasi -right,  and 
necessary  item  of  support  to  every  Prussian  Officer, 
from  a  Lieutenant  upwards:  not  a  word,  in  the  least 
official,  said  of  them  this  Year;  still  less  a  penny  of  them 
actually  forthcoming  to  a  worn-out  expectant  Army. 
One  of  the  greatest  sins  charged  upon  Friedrich,  by 
Prussian  or  Prussian-Military  public  opinion :  not  to 
be  excused  at  all; — Prussian-Military  and  even  Prus- 
sian-Civil opinion  having  a  strange  persuasion  that  this 
King  has  boundless  supply  of  money,  and  only  out  of 
perversity  refuses  it  for  objects  of  moment.  In  the 
Army  as  elsewhere  much  is  gone  awry;^^  many  rivets 
loose  after  such  a  climbing  of  the  Alps  as  there  has 
been,  through  dense  and  rare. 

It  will  surprise  everybody  that  Friedrich,  with  his 
copper  and  other  resources,  actually  raised  his  addi- 
tional 60,000;  and  has  for  himself  70,000  to  recover 
Schweidnitz,  and  bring  Silesia  to  its  old  state ;  40,000  for 
Prince  Henri  and  Saxony,  with  a  10,000  of  margin  for 
Sweden  and  accidental  simdries.  This  is  strange,  but  it 
is  true.^^  And  has  not  been  done  without  strivings  and 
contrivings,  hard  requisitions  on  the  places  liable;  and 
has  involved  not  a  little  of  severity  and  difficulty, — 
especially  a  great  deal  of  haggling  with  the  collecting 
parties,  or  at  least  with  Prince  Henri,  who  presides  in 
Saxony,  and  is  apt  to  complain  and  mourn  over  the  un- 
doable,  rather  than  proceed  to  do  it.  The  King's  Cor- 
respondence with  Henri,  this  Winter,  is  curious  enough; 
like  a  Dialogue  between  Hope  on  its  feet,  and  Despair 
taking  to  its  bed.  "  You  know  there  are  Two  Doctors 
in  Moli^re^^^  says  Friedrich  to  him  once ;  "  a  Doctor  TanU 


»  See  MollendorfB  two  or  three  Letters  (Preuas,  iv.  407-411). 
«  Stenzel,  v.  297,  286 ;  Tempelhof,  vi.  2, 10,  63. 
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mieux  (So  much  the  Better)  and  a  Doctor  Tant-pis 
(So  much  the  Worse):  these  two  camiot  be  expected 
to  agree !" — Instead  of  infinite  arithmetical  details,  here 
is7part  of  a  Letter  of  Friedrich's  to  D' Argens ;  and  a 
Passage,  one  of  many,  with  Prince  Henri; — ^which  com- 
mand a  view  into  the  interior  that  concerns  us. 

The  King  to  D^Argens  (at  Berlin). 

"  Breslau,  18Ui  January  1762. 

*  *  *  "  You  have  lifted  the  political  veil  which  covered 
"  horrors  and  perfidies  meditated  and  ready  to  burst  out"  (Bute's 
dismal  procedures,  I  believe ;  who  is  ravenous  for  Peace,  and 
would  fain  force  Friedricli  along  with  him  on  terms  altogether 
disgraceful  and  inadmissible^) :  "  you  judge  correctly  of  the 
"  whole  situation  I  am  in,  of  the  abysses  which  surround  me ; 
"  and,  as  I  see  by  what  you  say,  of  the  kind  of  hope  that  still  re- 
**  mains  to  me.  It  will  not  be  till  the  month  of  Februaiy*  (Turks, 
probably,  and  Tartar  Khan ;  great  things  coming  then  I)  ^^  that 
^^  we  can  speak  of  that ;  and  that  is  the  term.  I  contemplate 
^^  for  deciding  whether  I  shall  hold  to  Co^o"  (Cato, — and  the 
little  Glass  Tube  I  have  I)  "  or  to  Ccesar's  CommentarieSj^  and 
the  best  fight  one  can  make. 

"  The  School  of  patience  I  am  at  Is  hard,  long-continued, 
"  cruel,  nay  barbarous.  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  my  lot : 
"  all  that  human  foresight  could  suggest  has  been  employed,  and 
*^  nothing  has  succeeded.  If  Fortune  continues  to  pursue  me, 
^^  doubtless  I  shall  sink ;  it  is  only  she  that  can  extricate  me 
^'  from  the  situation  I  am  in.  I  escape  out  of  it  by  looking  at 
"  the  Universe  on  the  great  scale,  like  an  observer  from  some 
^^  distant  Planet ;  all  then  seems  to  me  so  infinitely  small,  and 
"  I  coidd  almost  pity  my  enemies  for  giving  themselves  such 
"  trouble  about  so  very  little.  What  would  become  of  us  with- 
"  out  philosophy,  without  this  reasonable  contempt  of  things 
"  frivolous,  transient,  and  fugitive,  about  which  the  greedy  and 
'^  ambitious  make  such  a  pother,  fancying  them  to  be  aoHdl 

"  See  D'Argens's  Letter  (to  which  this  is  Answer),  (Euvru  de  Frederic^ 
jdx.  281,  282. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  X.]  FBIEDEICH  IN  BEESLAU.  247 

Jan.— July  17S2. 

*^  This  is  to  become  wise  by  stripes,  you  will  tell  me ;  well,  if  one 
^^  do  become  wise,  what  matters  it  how? — ^I  read  a  great  deal ;  I 
^  devour  my  Books,  and  that  brings  me  useftd  alleviation.  But 
^  for  my  Books,  I  think  hypochondria  would  have  had  me  in 
^'  bedlam  before  now.  In  fine,  dear  Marquis,  we  live  in  trou- 
<^  blous  times  and  in  desperate  situations : — ^I  have  all  the  pro- 
^^  perties  of  a  Stage-Hero ;  always  in  danger,  always  on  the 
*^  point  of  perishing.  One  must  hope  the  conclusion  will  come ; 
^  and  if  the  end  of  the  piece  be  lucky,  we  will  forget  the  rest. 
^*  Patience  then,  mon  cAer,  till  February  20th"  (By  which  time, 
what  far  other  veritable  star-of-day  will  have  risen  on  mel) 
^  Adieuj  mon  cher. — ^F."  ^ 

Tiff  of  Quarrd  between  King  and  Henri  (March — April 

1762). 

In  the  Spring  months.  Prince  Henri  is  at  Hof  in  Voigtland, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  his  long  line  of  '  Quarters  behind  the 
Mulda ;'  busy  enough,  watching  the  Austrians  and  Reich ;  levy- 
ing the  severe  contributions ;  speeding,  all  he  can,  the  manifold 
preparatives ; — conscious  to  himself  of  the  greatest  vigilance  and 
diligence,  but  wrapt  in  despondency  and  black  acidulent  hu- 
mours ;  a  ^  Doctor  So  much  tiie  Worsey  who  is  not  a  comforting 
Correspondent.  From  Hof,  towards  the  middle  of  March,  he 
becomes  specially  gloomy  and  acidulous ;  sends  a  series  of  Com- 
plaints ;  also  of  News,  not  important,  but  all  rather  in  your  favour, 
my  dearest  Brother,  than  in  mine,  if  you  wiU  please  to  observe  I 
As  thus: 

Henri  (at  Hof,  10th-13th  March).  *  *  "Sadly  off  here, 
^  my  dearest  Brother  1  Of  our  ^  1,284  head  of  commissariat 
^^  horses,'  only  180  are  come  in ;  of  our  ^  287  drivers,'  not  one. 
"  Will  be  impossible  to  open  Campaign  at  that  rate." — "  Grena-r 
**  dier  Battalions  Roihenburg  and  Grant  demand  to  have  picked 
^*  men  to  complete  them"  (of  Cantcmistj  or  sure  Prussian  sort). 
*  ♦  « I  find"  {nota  lene^  Header !)  "  there  are  eight  Austrian 
^  regiments  going  to  Silesia"  (off  my  hands,  and  upon  yours^  in 
a  sense),  "  eight  instead  of  four  that  I  spoke  of :  intending^  pro- 

»  (Euvret  de  Frideric^  zix.  282,  283. 
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^  bably,  for  Glatz,  to  replace  Czemichef "  (a  Czemichef  off  for 
home  lately,  in  a  most  miraculous  way ;  as  readers  shall  hear  I) 
"  — ^to  replace  Czemichef,  and  the  blank  he  has  left  there  ? 
"  Eight  of  them :  Your  Majesty  can  have  no  difficulty ;  but  I 
"  will  detach  Platen  or  somebody,  if  you  order  it ;  though  I  am 
^  myself  perilously  ill  off  here,  so  scattered  into  parts,  not  capable 
"  of  speedy  junction  like  your  Majesty." 

Friedrich  (14th-16th  March).  "  Commissariat  horses,  drivers? 
"  I  arranged  and  provided  where  everything  was  to  be  got.  But 
"  if  my  orders  are  not  executed,  nor  the  requisitions  brought  in, 
*^  of  course  there  is  failure.  I  am  despatching  Adjutant  von 
"  Anhalt  to  Saxony  a  second  time,  to  enforce  matters.  If  I 
"  could  be  for  three  weeks  in  Saxony,  myself,  I  believe  I  could 
"  put  all  on  its  right  footing ;  but,  as  I  must  not  stir  two  steps 
"  from  here,  I  will  send  you  Anhalt,  with  orders  to  the  Generals, 
"  to  compel  them  to  their  duty."**  "  As  to  Grenadier  Battalions 
"  Grant  and  BotJienburg^  it  is  absurd."  (Henri  falls  silent  for 
about  a  week,  brooding  his  gloom ; — not  aware  that  still  worse  is 
coming.     King  continues : 

King  (22d  March).  "Eight  regiments,  you  said?  Here,  by 
"  enclosed  List,  are  seventeen  of  them,  names  and  particulars  all 
*^  given,"  which  is  rather  a  different  view  of  the  account  against 
Silesia  1  Seventeen  of  them,  going,  not  for  Glatz,  I  should  say, 
but  to  strengthen  our  Enemies  hereabouts. 

Henri.  "  Hm,  hah"  (answers  only  in  German ;  dry  miUtaiy 
reports,  official  merely ; — ^thinks  of  writing  to  Chief-Clerk  Eichel, 
who  is  factotimi  in  these  spheres).  *  ♦  «  Artillery  recruits  are 
"  scarce  in  the  extreme ;  demand  bounty :  five  thalers,  shall  we 
"say?" 

King.  "  Seventeen  regiments  of  them,  beyond  question,  instead 
"  of  eight,  coming  on  us :  strange  that  you  didn't  warn  me  bet- 
"  ter.  I  have  therefore  ordered  your  Major-General  Schmettau 
"  hitherward  at  once.  As  he  has  not  done  raising  the  contribu- 
'^  tions  in  the  Lausitz,  you  must  send  another  to  do  it,  and  have 
"  them  ready  when  General  Platen  passes  that  way  hither." — 
"  '  Five  thalers  bounty  for  artilleiy  men,'  say  you  ?  It  is  not 
"  to  be  thought  of.     Artillery  men  can  be  had  by  conscription 

»•  Schoning,  iii.  301,  302. 
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**  where  you  are."  Henri  (in  sflence,  still  more  indignant)  sends 
military  reports  exclusively.  March  26th,  Henri's  gloom  reaches 
the  igniting-point ;  he  writes  to  Chief-Clerk  Eichel : 

"  Monsieur,  you  are  aware  that  Adjutant  von  Anhalt  is  on  the 
**  way  hither.  To  judge  by  his  orders,  if  they  correspond  to  the 
"  Letters  I  have  had  from  the  King,  Adjutant  von  Anhalt's 
^'  appearance  here  will  produce  an  embarrassment,  from  which  I 
**  am  resolved  to  extricate  myself  by  a  voluntary  retirement  from 
"  office.  My  totally  ruined  {cMmie)  health,  the  vexations  I  have 
^  **  had,  the  fatigues  and  troubles  of  war,  leave  in  me  little  regret 
**  to  quit  the  employment.  I  solicit  only,  from  your  attentions 
**  and  skill  of  management,  that  my  retreat  be  permitted  to  take 
**  place  witli  the  decency  observed  towards  those  who  have  served 
**  the  State.  I  have  not  a  high  opinion  of  my  services ;  but  per- 
^^  haps  I  am  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  would  be  more  a 
**  shame  to  the  King  than  to  me  if  he  should  make  me  endure 
'^  all  manner  of  chagrins  during  my  retirement."^* 

Eichel  sinks  into  profound  reflexion ;  says  nothing.  How  is 
this  fire  to  be  got  under?  Where  is  the  place  to  trample  on  it, 
before  opening  door  or  window,  or  saying  a  word  to  the  King 
or  anybody? 

Henri  (same  day,  26th  March).  "  My  dearest  Brother, — In 
^^  the  List  you  send  me  of  those  seventeen  Austrian  regiments, 
^^  several,  I  am  informed,  are  still  in  Saxony ;  and  by  all  the 
^^  news  that  I  get,  there  are  only  eight  gone  towards  Silesia." — 
**  From  Leipzig  my  accounts  are,  the  Reichs  Army  is  to  make  a 
**  movement  in  advance,  and  Prince  Xavier  wdth  the  Saxons  was 
**  expected  at  Naumburg  the  20th  ult.  I  know  not  if  you  have 
'*  arranged  with  Duke  Ferdinand  for  a  proportionate  succour,  in 
*^  case  his  French  also  should  try  to  penetrate  into  Saxony  upon 
**  met  I  am,  with  the  profoundest  attachment,  your  faithful  and 
^*  devoted  ser\'ant  and  Brother." 

King  (30th  March).  "  Seventeen  of  them,  you  may  depend ; 
**  I  am  too  well  informed  to  be  allowed  to  doubt  in  any  way. 
^  What  you  report  of  the  Reichsf oik  and  Saxons  moving 
**  hither,  thither ;  that  seems  to  me  a  bit  of  game  on  their 
^  part.    They  will  try  to  cut  one  post  from  you,  then  another, 

»  Schomng,  iii.  307. 
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^^  unless  you  assemble  a  corps  and  go  in  upon  them.  Till  you 
^^  decide  for  this  resolution,  you  have  nothing  but  chicanes 
"  and  provocations  to  expect  there.  As  to  Duke  Ferdinand  of 
"  Brunswick,  I  don't  imagine  that  his  Orders"  (from  England) 
"  would  permit  him  what  you  propose"  (for  relief  of  yourself) : 
"  at  any  rate,  you  will  have  to  write  at  least  thrice  to  him, — ^that 
**  is  to  say,  waste  three  weeks,  before  he  will  answer  No  or  Yes. 
*^  You  yourself  are  in  force  enough  for  those  fellows :  but  so 
^^  long  as  you  keep  on  the  defensive  alone,  the  enemy  gains  time, 
^'  and  things  will  always  go  a  bad  road."  Henri's  patience  is 
already  out ;  this  same  day,  he  is  writing  to  the  King. 

Henri  (30th  March).  *  *  "You  have  hitherto  received 
^^  proofs  enough  of  my  ways  of  thinking  and  acting  to  know 
^^  that  if  in  reaUty  I  was  mistaken  about  those  eight  regiments, 
"  it  can  only  have  been  a  piece  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  my 
**  spy :  meanwhile  you  are  pleased  to  make  me  responsible  for 
^'  what  misfortune  may  come  of  it.  I  think  I  have  my  hands 
^^  full  with  the  task  laid  on  me  of  guarding  4,000  square  miles 
"  of  country  with  fewer  troops  than  you  have,  and  of  being  op- 
"  posite  an  enemy  whose  posts  touch  upon  ours,  and  who  is 
"  superior  in  force.  Your  preceding  Letters"  (from  March  16th 
hitherto),  "  on  which  I  have  wished  to  be  silent,  and  this  last 
"  proof  of  want  of  affection,  show  me  too  clearly  to  what  fortune 
^^  I  have  sacrificed  these  Six  Years  of  Campaigning." 

King  (3d  April:  OiHcial  Orders  given  in  Teutsch;  at  the 
tail  of  which).  "Spare  your  wrath  and  indignation  at  your 
"  servant,  Monseigneur  1  You,  who  preach  indulgence,  have  a 
"  little  of  it  for  persons  who  have  no  intention  of  offending 
"  you,  or  of  failing  in  respect  for  you ;  and  deign  to  receive  with 
^'  more  benignity  the  humble  representations  which  the  conjunc- 
"  tures  sometimes  force  from  me.  F." — ^Which  relieves  Eichel 
of  his  difficulties,  and  quenches  this  sputter.^ 

Prince  Henri,  for  all  his  complaining,  did  beautifully,  this 
Season  again  (though  to  us  it  must  be  silent,  being  smalt-war 
merely); — and  in  particular.  May  12thy  early  in  the  morning, 
fiimxdtaneously  in  many  different  parts,  burst  across  the  Mulda, 

«  Plucked  up  from  the  waste  imbrpgUos  of  Schdning  (iii.  296-311),  by 
arranging  and  omitting. 
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ten  or  twenty  miles  long  (or  broad  rather,  from  his  right  hand 
to  his  left),  sudden  as  lightning,  upon  the  supine  Serbelloni  and 
his  Austrians  and  Beichsf  oik.  And  hurled  them  back,  one  and 
all,  almost  to  the  Plauen  Chasm  and  their  old  haunts ;  widening 
his  quarters  notably.*^  A  really  brilliant  thing,  testifies  everybody, 
though  not  to  be  dwelt  on  here.  Seidlitz  was  of  it  (much  fine 
cutting  and  careering,  from  the  Seidlitz  and  others,  we  have  to 
omit  in  these  two  Saxon  Campaigns  I) — Seidlitz  was  of  it ;  he, 
and  another  still  more  special  acquaintance  of  ours,  the  learned 
Qnintus  Idlius ;  who  also  did  his  best  in  it,  but  lost  his  ^  AnuuetU 
(small  bit  of  cannon,  ^  Plaything,'  so  called  by  Mar^chal  de  Saxe, 
inventor  of  the  article),  and  did  not  shine  like  Seidlitz. 

Henri's  quarters  being  notably  widened  in  this  way,  and  no- 
thing but  torpid  Serbellonis  and  Prince  Stollbergs  on  the  opposite 
part,  Henri  *  drew  himself  out  thirty-five  miles  long ;'  and  stood 
there,  almost  looking  into  Plauen  region  as  formerly.  And  with 
his  fiery  SeidUtzes,  Kleists,  made  a  handsome  Summer  of  it. 
And  beat  the  Austrians  and  Reichsfolk  at  Freyberg  (October 
29thj  a  fine  Battle,  and  his  sole  one), — on  the  Horse  which 
afterwards  carried  Gellert,  as  is  pleasantly  known. 

But  we  are  omitting  the  news  from  Petersburg, — 
which  came  the  very  day  after  that  gloomy  Letter  to 
D'Argem;  months  before  the  Tiff  of  Quarrel  vaXh  Henri, 
and  tiie  brilliant  better  destinies  of  that  Gentleman  in 
his  Campaign. 

Bright  News  from  Petershurg  (certain,  January 
19th)  ;  which  grow  ever  brighter ;  and  hecome 
a  Star-of'day  for  Friedrich. 

To  Friedrich,  long  before  all  this  of  Henri,  indeed 
almost  on  the  very  day  while  he  was  writing  so  despond- 
ently to  D'Argens,  a  new  phasis  had  arisen.     Hardly 

»  Bericht  van  dem  Uebergang  uber  die  Mulde,  den  der  Prinz  Jleinrich 
den  12fe»  Matf  1762  glucklich  ausgefuhrt  (in  Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iii  280- 
291). 
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had  he  been  five  weeks  at  Breslau,  in  those  gloomy 
circumstances,  when, — about  the  middle  of  January 
1762  (day  not  given,  though  it  is  forever  notable), — 
there  arrive  rumours,  arrive  news, — ^news  from  Peters- 
burg; such  as  this  King  never  had  before!  "Among 
the  thousand  ill  strokes  of  Fortune,  does  there  at  length 
come  one  preemiuently  good?  The  unspeakable  So- 
vereign Woman,  is  she  verily  dead,  then,  and  become 
peaceable  to  me  for  evermore?"  We  promised  Fried- 
rich  a  wonderful  star-of-day;  and  this  is  it, — ^though  it 
is  long  before  he  dare  quite  regard  it  as  such,  Peter, 
the  Successor,  he  knows  to  be  secretly  his  friend  and 
admirer;  if  only,  in  the  new  Czarish  capacity  and  its 
chaotic  environments  and  conditions,  Peter  dare  and 
can  assert  these  feelings?  What  a  hope  to  Friedrich, 
from  this  time  onward !  Russia  may  be  counted  as  the 
bigger  half  of  all  he  had  to  strive  with;  the  bigger,  or 
at  least  the  far  uglier,  more  ruinous  and  incendiary; — 
and  if  this  were  at  once  taken  away,  think  what  a  day- 
break when  the  night  was  at  the  blackest ! 

Pious  people  say.  The  darkest  hour  is  often  nearest 
the  dawo.  And  a  dawn  this  proved  to  be  for  Friedrich. 
And  the  fact  grew  always  the  longer  the  brighter ; — 
and  before  Campaign  time,  had  ripened  into  real  day- 
light and  sunrise.  The  dates  should  have  been  precise ; 
but  are  not  to  be  had  so :  here  is  the  nearest  we  could 
come.  Jauuary  14th,  writing  to  Henri,  the  King  has  a 
mysterious  word  about  "  possibilities  of  an  uncommon 
sort," — ^rumours  from  Petersburg,  I  could  conjecture; 
though  perhaps  they  are  only  Turk  or  Tartar-Klan 
affairs,  which  are  higher  this  year  than  ever,  aud  as 
futile  as  ever.  But,  on  January  19^A,  he  has  heard 
plainly, — ^with  what  hopes  (if  one  durst  indulge  them)  I 
— that  the  implacable  Imperial  Woman,  infdme  Catin 
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du  Nard^  is  verily  dead.  Dead;  and  does  not  hate  me 
any  more.  Deliverance,  Peace  and  Victory  lie  in  the 
word ! — Catin  had  long  been  failing,  but  they  kept  it 
religiously  secret  within  the  Court  waUs:  even  at  Pe- 
tersburg, nobody  knew  till  the  Prayers  of  the  Church 
were  required:  Prayers  as  zealous  as  you  can, — the 
Doctors  having  plainly  intimated  that  she  is  desperate, 
and  that  the  thing  is  over.  On  Christmas-day  1761 
by  Russian  Style,  hth  January  1762  by  European,  the 
poor  Imperial  Catin  lay  dead; — ^a  death  still  more  im- 
portant than  that  of  George  II.  to  this  King. 

Peter  III.,  who  succeeded,  has  long  been  privately 
a  sworn  friend  and  admirer  of  the  King;  and  hastens, 
not  too  slmdy  as  the  King  had  feared,  but  far  the  re- 
verse, to  make  that  known  to  aU  mankind.  That,  and 
much  else,— in  a  far  too  headlong  manner,  poor  soul! 
Like  an  ardent,  violent,  totally  inexperienced  person 
(enfranchised  schoolboy^  come  to  the  age  of  thirty- 
four),  who  has  sat  hitherto  in  darkness,  in  intolerable 
compression ;  as  if  buried  alive !  He  is  now  Czar 
Peter,  Autocrat,  not  of  Himself  only,  but  of  All  the 
Russias; — and  has,  besides  the  complete  regeneration 
of  Russia,  two  great  thoughts :  First^  That  of  avenging 
native  Holstein,  and  his  poor  martyr  of  a  Father  now 
with  God,  against  the  Danes ; — ^and. 

Second^  what  is  scarcely  second  in  importance  to  the 
first,  and  indeed  is  practically  a  kind  of  preliminary  to 
it,  That  of  delivering  the  Prussian  Pattern  of  Heroes 
frona  such  a  pattern  of  foul  combinations,  and  bring- 
ing Peace  to  Europe,  while  he  settles  the  Holstein- 
Danish  business.  Peter  is  Russian  by  the  Mother's  side; 
his  Mother  was  Sister  of  the  late  Catin,  a  Daughter, 
like  her,  of  Czar  Peter  called  the  Great,  and  of  the  little 
brown  Catharine  whom  we  saw  transiently  long  ago. 
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His  Holstein  Business  shall  concern  us  little;  but  that 
with  Friedrich,  during  the  brief  Six  Months  allowed 
him  for  it, — for  it,  and  for  all  his  remaining  businesses 
in  this  world, — ^is  of  the  highest  importance  to  Fried- 
rich  and  us. 

Peter  is  one  of  the  wildest  men;  his  fate,  which  was 
tragical,  is  now  to  most  readers  rather  of  a  ghastly- 
grotesque  than  of  a  lamentable  and  pitiable  character. 
Few  know,  or  have  ever  considered,  in  how  wild  an 
element  poor  Peter  was  bom  and  nursed;  what  a  time 
he  has  had,  since  his  fifteenth  year  especially,  when 
Cousin  of  Zerbst  and  he  were  married.  Perhaps  the 
wildest  and  maddest  any  human  soul  had,  during  that 
Century.  I  find  in  him,  starting  out  from  the  Lethean 
quagmires  where  he  had  to  grow,  a  certain  rash  great- 
ness of  idea;  traces  of  veritable  conviction,  just  resolu- 
tion; veritable  and  just,  though  rash.  That  of  admira- 
tion for  King  Friedrich  was  not  intrinsically  foolish,  in 
the  solitary  thoughts  of  the  poor  young  fellow;  nay  it 
was  the  reverse;  though  it  was  highly  inopportune  in 
the  place  where  he  stood.  Nor  was  the  Holstein  notion 
bad;  it  was  generous  rather,  noble  and  natural,  though, 
again,  somewhat  impracticable  in  the  circumstances. 

The  summary  of  the  Friedrich-Peter  business  is  per- 
haps already  known  to  most  readers,  and  can  be  very 
briefly  given;  nor  is  Peter's  tragical  Six  Months  of 
Czarship  {5th  January — 9th  Jvly  1762)  a  thing  for  us 
to  dwell  on  beyond  need.  But  it  is  wildly  tragical, 
strokes  of  deep  pathos  in  it,  blended  with  the  ghastly 
and  grotesque :  it  is  part  of  Friedrich's  strange  element 
and  environment:  and  though  the  outer  incidents  are 
public  enough,  it  is  essentially  little  known.  Had  there 
been  an  ^schylus,  had  there  been  a  Shakespeare! — 
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But  poor  Peter's  shoddng  Six  Months  of  History  has 
been  treated  by  a  far  different  set  of  hands,  themselves 
almost  shocking  to  see :  and,  to  the  seriously  inquiring 
mind,  it  lies,  and  will  long  lie,  in  a  very  waste,  chaotic, 
enigmatic  condition.  Here,  out  of  considerable  bundles 
now  burnt,  are  some  rough  jottings,  Excerpts  of  Notes 
and  Studies, — ^which,  I  still  doubt  rather,  ought  to  have 
gone  in  Auto  de  Fe  along  with  the  others.  Auto  de  Fe 
I  called  it;  Act  o£ Faith^  not  Spanish-Inquisitional,  but 
essentially  Celestial  many  times,  if  you  reflect  well  on 
the  poisonous  consequences,  on  the  sinfulness  and  deadly 
criminality,  of  Human  Babble, — as  nobody  does  nowa- 
days! I  label  the  different  Pieces,  and  try  to  make 
legible; — ^hasty  readers  have  the  privilege  of  skipping, 
if  they  like.  The  first  Two  are  of  preliminary  or  pre- 
fetory  nature, — perhaps  still  more  skippable  than  those 
that  will  by  and  by  follow : 

1.  Genealogy  of  Peter.    ^  His  grandfather  was  Friedrich  IV., 

*  Duke  of  Hokteia-Gottorp  and  Schleswig,  Karl  Xn.'s  brother- 
'  in-law ;   on  whose  score  it  was  (Denmark  finding  the  time 

*  opportune  for  a  stroke  of  robbery  there)  that  Karl  XH.,  a 
'  young  lad  hardly  eighteen,  first  took  arms ;  and  began  the 
'  career  of  fighting  that  astonished  Denmark  and  certain  other 

*  Nei^boors  who  had  been  too  covetous  on  a  young  King.    This 

*  his  young  Brother-in-law,  Friedrich  of  Holstein-Gottorp  (young 
^  he  too,  though  Karl's  senior  by  ten  years),  had  been  reinstated 

*  in  his  Territory,  and  the  Danes  sternly  forbidden  farther  bur- 

*  glary  there,  by  the  victorious  Karl ;  but  went  with  Karl  in  his 

*  farther  expeditions.  Always  KarFs  intimate,  and  at  his  right 
'  hand  for  the  next  two  years ;  fell  in  the  Battle  of  Clissow, 

*  19th  July  1702 ;  age  not  yet  thirty-one, 

^  He  left  as  Heir  a  poor  young  Boy,  at  this  time  only  two 
'  years  old.  His  young  Widow  Hedwig  survived  him  six  years.** 
'  Her  poor  child  grew  to  manhood ;  and  had  tragic  fortunes  in 

*•  MicUielis,  ii.  618-629. 
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^  this  world ;  Danes  again  burglarious  in  that  part,  again  robbing 
'  this  poor  Boy  at  discretion,  so  soon  bs  Karl  XII.  became  un- 
^  fortunate ;  and  refusing  to  restore  (have  not  restored  Schleswig 

*  at  all^) : — a  grimly  sad  story  to  the  now  Peter,  his  only  Child  I 
^  This  poor  Duke  at  last  died,  18th  June  1739,  age  thirty- 
^  nine ;  the  now  Peter  then  about  11, — who  well  remembers 
^  tragic  Papa ;  tragic  Mamma  not,  who  died  above  ten  years 
^  before,^ 

^  Czar  Peter  called  the  Great  had  evidently  a  pity  for  this 
^  unfortunate  Duke,  a  hope  in  his  just  hopes ;  and  pleaded,  as 
^  did  various  others,  and  endeavoured  with  the  imjust  Danes, 
^  mostly  without  effect.     Did,  however,  give  him  one  of  his 

*  Daughters  to  wife ; — ^the  result  of  whom  is  this  new  Czar 

*  Peter,  called  the  Third :  a  Czar  who  is  Sovereign  of  Holstein, 

*  and  has  claims  of  Sovereignty  in  Sweden,  right  of  heirship  in 
^  Schleswig,  and  of  damages  against  Denmark,  which  are  in 

*  litigation  to  this  day.     The  Czarina  Catiny  tenderly  remember- 

*  ing  her  lister,  would  hear  of  no  Heir  to  Russia  but  this  Peter. 

*  Peter,  in  virtue  of  his  paternal  affinities,  was  elected  Eang  of 
^  Sweden  about  the  same  time ;  but  preferred  Russia, — ^with  an 
^  eye  to  his  Danes,  some  thinL  For  certain,  did  adopt  the  Rus- 
'  sian  Expectancy,  the  Greek  religion  so-called ;  and  was,'  in  the 
way  we  saw  long  years  ago,  *  married  (or  to  all  appearance  nuu> 
^  ried)  to  Catharina  Alexiewna  of  Anhalt-Zerbst,  bom  in  Stettin;'* 
^  a  Lady  who  became  world-famous  as  Czarina  of  the  Russias. 

*  Peter  is  an  abstruse  creature ;  has  lived,  all  this  while,  with 

*  his  Catharine  an  abstruse  life,  which  would  have  gone  altogether 
^  mad  except  for  Catharine's  superior  sense.  An  awkward,  ardent, 
^  but  helpless  kind  of  Peter,  with  vehement  desires,  with  a  dash 
^  of  wild  magnanimity  even :  but  in  such  an  inextricable  element, 

»  A.D.  1864,  have  at  last  had  to  do  it,  under  unexpected  circumstances ! 

»•  Michaelis,  ii.  617  ;  HGbner,  tt.  227,  229. 

**  Herr  Preuss  knows  the  house : '  Now  Dr.  Lehmann V  (at  that  time,  the 
Governor  of  Stettin's),  *in  which  also  Czar  Paul's  second  Spouse'  (Eugen 
of  Wiirtemberg,  a  new  Governor's  Daughter),  *  who  is  Mother  of  the  Czars 
that  follow,  was  bom :'  Preuss,  iL  310,  311.  Catharine,  during  her  reign, 
was  pious  in  a  small  way  to  the  place  of  her  cradle ;  sent  her  successive 
Medals  &o,  to  Stettin,  which  still  has  theili  to  show. 
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amid  such  darkness,  such  provocations  of  unmanageable  opu- 
lence, such  impediments,  imaginary  and  real, — dreadfully  real 
to  poor  Peter, — as  made  him  the  unique  of  mankind  in  his  time. 
He  ^^used  to  drill  cats,"  it  is  said,  and  to  do  the  maddest- 
looking  things  (in  his  late  buried-alive  condition); — and  fell 
partly,  never  quite,  which  was  wonderful,  into  drinking,  as  the 
solution  of  his  inextricabilities.  Poor  Peter :  always,  and  now 
more  than  ever,  the  cynosure  of  vulturous  vulpine  neighbours, 
withal ;  which  infinitely  aggravated  his  otherwise  bad  case ! — 

'  For  seven  or  eight  years,  there  came  no  progeny,  nor  could 
come;  about  the  eighth  or  ninth,  there  could,  and  did:  the 
marvellous  Czar  Paul  that  was  to  be.  Concerning  whose  exact 
paternity  there  are  still  cahunnious  assertions  widely  current ; 
to  this  individual  Editor  much  a  matter  of  indifference,  though 
on  examining,  his  verdict  is :  ^^  Calumnies,  to  all  appearance ; 
mysteries  which  decent  or  decorous  society  refuses  to  speak  of, 
and  which  indecent  is  pretty  sure  to  make  calumnies  out  of." 
Czar  Paul  may  be  considered  genealogically  genuine,  if  that  is 
much  an  object  to  him.  Poor  Paul,  does  not  he  father  himself 
were  there  nothing  more?  Only  that  Peter  and  this  Catha- 
rine could  have  begotten  such  a  Paul.  Genealogically  genuine 
enough, — ^my  poor  Czar,  that  needed  to  be  garrotted  so  very 
soon! 

2.  Of  Catharine  and  the  Books  upon  Peter  and  Her.  '  Catha- 
rine too  had  an  intricate  time  of  it  under  the  Catin;  which 
was  consoled  to  her  only  by  a  tolerably  rapid  succession  of 
lovers,  the  best  the  ground  yielded.  In  which  department  it  is 
well  known  what  a  Thrice-Greatest  she  became :  superior  to  any 
Charles  II.;  equal  almost  to  an  August  the  Strong!  Of  her 
loves  now  and  henceforth,  which  are  heartily  uninteresting  to 
me,  I  propose  to  say  nothing  further ;  merely  this.  That  in  extent 
they  probably  rivalled  the  highest  male  sovereign  figures  (and 
are  to  be  put  in  the  same  category  with  these,  and  damned  as 
deep,  or  a  little  deeper) ; — and  cost  her,  in  gifts,  in  magnificent 
pensions  to  the  emeriti  (for  she  did  things  always  in  a  grandiose 
manner,  quietly  and  yet  inexorably  dismissing  the  em^i'^itus 
with  stores  of  gold),  the  considerable  sum  of  20  millions  ster- 
Ung,  in  the  course  of  her  long  reign.  One,  or  at  most  two, 
VOL.  VI.  S 
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^  were  ofif  on  pension,  when  Hanbmy  Williams  brought  Ponia- 
^  towski  for  her,  as  we  transiently  saw.  Poniatowski  will  be 
^  King  of  Poland  in  the  course  of  events.'     *     * 

^  Kussia  is  not  a  publishing  country ;  the  Books  about  Ca- 
^  tharine  are  few,  and  of  little  worth.  Tooke^  an  English  Chap- 
^  lain ;  Caateroy  an  unknown  French  Hanger-on,  who  copies  from 
^  Tooke,  or  Tooke  from  him :  these  are  to  be  read,  as  the  bad-best, 
^  and  will  yield  Kttle  satisfactory  insight ;  Castira,  in  particular,  a 
^  great  deal  of  dubious  backstairs  gossip  and  street  rumour,  which 
^  are  not  delightful  to  a  reader  of  sense.  In  fine,  there  has  been 
^  published,  in  these  very  years,  a  Fragment  of  early  Autobiography 
'  by  Catharine  herself, — a  credible  and  liighly  remarkable  Kttle 

*  Piece ;  worth  all  the  others,  if  it  is  knowledge  of  Catharine 
'  you  are  seeking.^^  A  most  placid,  solid,  substantial  young  Lady 
^  comes  to  light  there ;  dropped  into  such  an  element  as^  might 
^  have  driven  most  people  mad.  But  it  did  not  her;  it  only  made 
^  her  wiser  and  wiser  in  her  generation.  Element  black,  hideous, 
^  dirty,  as  Lapland  Sorcery ; — ^in  which  the  first  dear  duty  is  to 
^  hold  one's  tongue  well,  and  keep  one's  eyes  open.  Stars, — ^not 
'  very  heavenly,  but  of  fixed  nature,  and  heavenly  to  Catharine, — 

*  a  star  or  two,  shine  through  the  abominable  murk :  Steady, 

*  patient ;  steer  silently,  in  all  weathers,  towards  these ! 

'  Young  Catharine's  immovable  equanimity  in  this  distracted 
^  environment  strikes  us  very  much.  Peter  is  careering,  tnm- 
^  bling  about,  on  all  manner  of  absurd  broomsticks,  driven  too 
'  surely  by  the  Devil ;  terrific-absurd  big  Lapland  Witch,  sm*- 

*  rounded  by  multitudes  smaller,  and  some  of  them  less  ugly. 

"  Memoires  de  VImperatrice  Catharine  11^  ecrlts  par  Elk-mime  (A. 
Herzen  editing ;  London,  1859)  ; — which  we  already  cited,  on  occasion  of 
Catharine's  marriage. 

Anonymous  (Cast^ra),  Vie  de  Catharine  II,  Imperatrice  de  Rmsie  (k 
Paris,  1797 ;  or  reprinted,  most  of  it,  enough  of  it,  a  Varsovie,  1798),  2 
tomes,  8vo.  Tooke,  Life  of  Catharine  II.  (4th  edition,  London,  1800), 
3  voll.  8vo ;  View  of  the  Russian  Empire  during  &c.  (London,  1799),  3 
voll.  8vo. — Hermann,  Geschichte  des  Eussischen  Stoats  (Hamburg,  1853  et 
anted),  v.  241-308  et  seq. ;  is  by  much  the  most  solid  Book,  though  a  dull 
and  heavy.  Stenzel  cites,  as  does  Hermann,  a  Biographie  Peters  des 
Illten  ;  which  no  doubt  exists,  in  perhaps  3  volumes ;  but,  where,  when, 
by  whom,  or  of  what  quality,  they  do  not  tell  me. 
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*  Will  be  Czar  of  Riissia,  however ; — ^and  is  one's  so-called  Hus- 

*  band.    These  are  prospects  for  an  observant,  immovably  steady- 

*  going  young  Woman !  The  reigning  Czarina,  old  Catin  herself, 
'  is  silently  the  Olympian  Jove  to  Catharine,  who  reveres  her 
^  very  much.     Though  articulately  stupid  as  ever,  in  this  Book 

*  of  Catharine's,  she  comes  out  with  a  dumb  weight,  of  silence, 

*  of  obstinacy,  of  intricate  abrupt  rigour,  which — who  knows  but 

*  it  may  savour  of  dumb  unconscious  wisdom   in  the  fat  old 

*  blockhead  ?     The  Book  says  little  of  her,  and  in  the  way  of 

*  criticism,  of  praise  or  of  blame,  nothing  whatever ;   but  one 

*  gains  the  notion  of  some  dark  human  female  object,  bigger 
^  than  one  had  fancied  it. before. 

*  Catharine  steered  towards  her  stars.     Lovers  were  vouch- 

*  saf ed  her,  of  a  kind  (her  small  stars,  as  we  may  call  them) ; 

*  and,  at  length,  through  perilpus  intricacies,  the  big  star,  Auto- 
^  cracy  of  all  the  Russias, — through  what  horrors  of  intricacy,  that 

*  last !   She  had  hoped  always  it  would  be  by  Husband  Peter  that 

*  she,  with  the  deepef  steady  head,  would  be  Autocrat :  but  the 

*  intricacies  kept  increasing,  grew  at  last  to  the  strangling  pitch ; 
'  and  it  came  to  be,  between  Peter  and  her,  "  Either  you  to 

*  Siberia  (perhaps  farther)^  or  else  I !"     And  it  was  Peter  that 

*  had  to  go ; — ^in  what  hideous  way  is  well  enough  known ;  no 

*  Siberia,  no  Holstein  thought  to  be  far  enough  for  Peter : — 

*  and  Catharine,  merely  weeping  a  little  for  him,  mounted  to  the 
^  Autocracy  herself.     And  then,  the  big  star  of  stars  being  once 

*  hers,  she  had,  not  in  the  lover  kind  alone,  but  in  all  unce- 

*  lestial  kinds,  whole  nebulsD  and  milky-ways  of  small  stars.  A 
'very  Semiramis,  or  the  Louis-Quatorze  of  those  Northern 
'  Parts.     "  Second  Creatress  of  Russia,"  second  Peter  the  Great 

*  in  a  sense.  To  me  none  of  the  loveliest  objects ;  yet  there  are 
^  uglier,  how  infinitely  uglier :  object  grandiose,  if  not  great.' — 
We  return  to  Friedrich  and  the  Death  of  Catin. 

Colonel  Hordt,  I  believe,  was  the  first  who  credibly 
apprised  Friedrich  of  the  great  Russian  Event.  Colonel 
Hordt,  late  of  the  Free-Corps  Hordt^  but  captive  since 
soon  after  the  Kunersdorf  time ;  and  whose  doleful  quasi- 
infernal  "twenty-five  months  and  three  days"  in  the 
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Citadel  of  Petersburg  have  changed  in  one  hour  into 
celestial  glories  in  the  Court  of  that  City; — as  readers 
shall  themselves  see  anon.  By  Hordt  or  by  whomso- 
ever, the  instant  Friedrich  heard,  by  an  authentic  source, 
of  the  new  Czar's  Accession,  Friedrich  hastened  to  turn 
round  upon  him  with  the  friendliest  attitude,  with  arms 
as  if  ready  to  open;  dismissing  all  his  Russian  Prison- 
ers ;  and  testifying,  in  every  polite  and  royal  way,  how 
gladly  he  would  advance  if  permitted.  To  which  the 
Czar,  by  Hordt  and  by  other  channels,  imperially  re- 
sponded; rushing  forward,  he,  as  if  with  arms  flung 
wide. 

January  31st,  is  Order  from  the  King,^^  That  our 
Russian  Prisoners,  one  and  all,  shod,  clad  and  dieted, 
be  forthwith  set  under  way  from  Stettin:  in  return  for 
which  generosity  the  Prussians,  froiji  Siberia  or  wher- 
ever they  were  buried,  are,  soon  after,  hastening  home 
in  like  manner.  Gudowitsh,  Peter's  favourite  Adjutant, 
who  had  been  sent  to  congratulate  at  Zerbst,  comes 
round  by  Breslau  (February  20th),  and  has  joyfully 
benign  audience  next  day ;  directly  on  the  heel  of 
whom.  Adjutant  Colonel  von  der  Goltz,  who  is  Kara- 
merherr  as  well  as  Colonel,  and  understands  things  of 
business,  goes  to  Petersburg.  February  23d,  Czarish 
Majesty,  to  the  horror  of  Vienna  and  glad  astonish- 
ment of  mankind,  emits  Declaration  (Note  to  all  the 
Foreign  Excellencies  in  Petersburg),  "  That  there  ought 
to  be  Peace  with  this  King  of  Prussia;  that  Czarish 
Majesty,  for  his  own  part,  is  resolved  on  the  thing ; 
gives  up  East  Preussen  and  the  so-called  conquests 
made ;  Russian  participation  in  such  a  War  has  ceased." 
And  practically  orders  Czemichef,  who  is  wintering  with 
his  20,000  in  Glatz,  to  quit  Glatz  and  these  Austrian 

»  In  Schoning,  iii.  276  (*  Breslau,  Slst  January  1762'). 
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Combinations,  and  march  homeward  with  his  20,000. 
Which  Czemichef,  so  soon  as  arrangements  of  proviant 
and  the  like  are  made,  hastens  to  do; — and  does,  as 
far  as  Thorn;  but  no  farther,  for  a  reason  that  A\dll  be 
seen.  On  the  last  day  of  March,  Czemichef,  off  about 
a  week  ago  from  Glatz,  and  now  got  into  the  Breslau 
latitude, — came  across,  with  a  select  Suite  of  Four,  to 
pay  his  court  there ;  and  had  the  honour  to  dine  with 
his  Majesty,  and  to  be,  personally  too,  a  Czemichef 
agreeable  to  his  Majesty. 

The  vehemency  of  Austrian  Diplomacies  at  Peters- 
burg ;  and  the  horror  of  Kaiserinn  and  Kriegshofrath,  in 
Vienna, — ^who  have  just  discharged  20,000  of  their  own 
people,  counting  on  this  Czemichef,  and  being  dread- 
fully tight  for  money, — ^may  be  fancied.  But  all  avails 
nothing.  The  ardent  Czar  advances  towards  Friedrich 
with  arms  flung  wide.  Goltz  and  Gudowitsh  are  en- 
gaged on  Treaty  of  Peace ;  Czar  frankly  gives  up  East 
Preussen,  "  Yours  again ;  what  use  has  Russia  for  it, 
Royal  Friend?"  Treaty  of  Peace  goes  forward  like  the 
drawing  of  a  Marriage-settlement  (concluded  May  5th) ; 
and,  in  a  month  more,  has  changed  into  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance ; — Czemichef  ordered  to  stop  short  at  Thorn ;  to 
turn  back,  and  join  himself  to  this  heroic  King,  in- 
stead of  fighting  against  him.  Which  again  Czemichef, 
himself  an  admirer  of  this  King,  joyfully  does ; — though, 
unhappily,  not  with  all  the  advantage  he  expected  to 
the  King. 

Swedish  Peace,  Queen  Ulrique  and  the  Anti-French 
Party  now  getting  the  upper  hand,  had  been  hasten- 
ing forward  in  the  interim  (finished,  at  Hamburg,  May 
22d) :  a  most  small  matter  in  comparison  to  the  Rus- 
sian; but  welcome  enough  to  Friedrich; — ^though  he 
said  slightingly  of  it,  when  first  mentioned:  "Peace? 
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I  know  not  haxdly  of  any  War  there  has  been  with 
Sweden; — ask  Colonel  Belling  about  it!"  Colonel  Bel- 
ling, a  most  shining  swift  Hussar  ColoneL,  who,  with  a 
2,000  sharp  fellows,  hanging  always  on  the  Swedish 
flanks,  sharp  as  lightning,  "nowhere  and  yet  every- 
where," as  was  said  of  him,  has  mainly,  for  the  last 
year  or  two,  had  the  management  of  this  extraordinary 
"War."  Peace  over  all  the  North,  Peace  and  more, 
is  now  Friedrich's.  Strangling  imbroglio,  wide  as  the 
world,  has  ebbed  to  man's  height;  dawn  of  day  has 
ripened  into  sunrise  for  Friedrich ;  the  way  out  is  now 
a  thing  credible  and  visible  to  him.  Peter's  friendli- 
ness is  boundless;  ahnost  too  boundless!  Peter  begs 
a  Prussian  Regiment, — dresses  himself  in  its  uniform, 
Colonel  of  Itzenplitz ;  Friedrich  begs  a  Russian  Regi- 
ment, Colonel  oi Schuwalof:  and  all  is  joyful,  hopeful; 
marriage-bells  instead  of  dirge  ditto  and  gallows  ditto, 
— unhappily  not  for  very  long. 

In  regard  to  Friedrich's  feelings  while  all  this  went 
on,  take  the  following  small  utterances  of  his,  before 
going  farther:  January  27 th^  1762  (To  Madame  Camas, 
-height  days  after  the  Russian  Event)  :  "  I  rejoice,  my 
"  good  Mamma,  to  find  you  have  such  courage ;  I  exhort 
"  you  to  redouble  it!  All  ends  in  this  world;  so  we 
"  may  hope  this  accursed  War  will  not  be  the  only  thing 
"  eternal  there.  Since  Death  has  trussed  up  a  certain 
"  Catin  of  the  Hjrperborean  Countries,  our  situation  has 
"  advantageously  changed,  and  becomes  more  support- 
"  able  than  it  was.  We  must  hope  that  some  other 
"  good  events"  (favour  of  the  new  Czar  mainly)  "  will 
"  happen;  by  which  we  may  profit  to  arrive  at  a  good 
"  Peace." 

January  Zlst  (To  Minister  Finckenstein) :  "  Behold 
"  the  first  gleam  of  light  that  rises; — Heaven  be  praised 
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"for  it!  We  must  hope  good  weather  will  succeed 
"  these  storms-     God  grant  it."^ 

End  of  March  (To  D'Argens):  ♦  ♦  "  AU  that"  (at 
Paris;  about  the  Pompadourisms,  the  exile  of  Broglio 
and  Brother,  and  your  other  news)  "is  very  miserable; 
"  as  well  as  that  discrepancy  between  King's  Council 
"  and  Parlement  for  and  against  the  Jesuits !  But,  mon 
"  cher  Marquis^  my  head  is  so  ill,  I  can  tell  you  nothing 
"more, — except  that  the  Czar  of  Russia  is  a  divine 
"man;  to  whom  I  ought  to  erect  altars."^ 

May  26th  (To  the  same, — Russian  Peace  three  weeks 
ago) :  "  It  is  very  pleasant  to  me,  dear  -Marquis,  that 
"  Sans-Souci  could  afford  you  an  agreeable  retreat  dur- 
"  ing  the  beautiful  Spring  days.  If  it  depended  only  oi)^ 
"  me,  how  soon  should  I  be  there  beside  you !  But  to 
"  the  Six  Campaigns  there  is  a  Seventh  to  be  added, 
"  and  will  soon  open;  either  because  the  Number  7  had 
"  once  mystic  qualities,  or  because  in  the  Book  of  Fate 
"from  all  eternity  the" —  *  *  "Jesuits  banished 
"  from  France?  Ah,  yes : — hearing  of  that,  I  made  my 
"  bit  of  plan  for  them"  (mean  to  have  my  pick  of  them 
as  schoolmasters  in  Silesia  here) ;  "  and  am  waiting  only 
^'  tiUI  get  Silesia  cleared  of  Austrians  as  the  first  thing. 
"  You  see  we  must  not  mow  the  com  tUl  it  is  ripe."®^ 

May  2Sth  (To  the  same) :  *  *  '  Tartar  Khan  actu- 
*  ally  astrp,  10,000  men  of  his  in  Hungary'  (I  am  told); 
'Turk  potentially  ditto,  with  200,000'  (futile  both,  as 
ever)  :  "  All  things  show  me  the  sure  prospect  of  Peace 
"  by  the  end  of  this  Year;  and,  in  the  background  of 
"  it,  Sans-Souci  and  my  dear  Marquis !  A  sweet  calm 
"  springs  up  again  in  my  soul ;  and  a  feeling  of  hope, 
"  to  which  for  six  years  I  had  got  unused,  consoles  me 

•«  Ptenss,  ii.  312. 

»  (Euvres  de  FrSderic,  xix.  301.  ••  Ibid.  p.  321. 
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"  for  all  I  have  come  through.  Think  only  what  a 
"  coil  I  shall  be  in,  before  a  month  hence"  (Campaign 
opened  by  that  time,  horrid  Game  begun  again);  "and 
"  what  a  pass  we  had  come  to,  in  December  last : 
"  Country  at  its  last  gasp  {agonisait\  as  if  waiting  for 
"  extreme  unction :  and  now — !"^^     *     * 

June  Stk  (To  Madame  Camas, — Russian  Alliance  now 
come) :  "I  know  well,  my  good  Mamma,  the  sincere  part 
"  you  take  in  the  lucky  events  that  befal  us.  The  mis- 
"  chief  is,  we  are  got  so  low,  that  we  want  at  present 
"  all  manner  of  fortunate  events  to  raise  us  again ;  and 
"  Two  grand  conclusions  of  Peace"  (the  Russian,  the 
Swedish),  "which  might  reestablish  Peace  throughout, 
"  are  at  this  moment  only  a  step  towards  finishing  the 
"  War  less  unfortunately."^® 

Same  day,  June  Stk  (To  D'Argens) :  "Czemichef  is 
"  on  march  to  join  us.  Our  Campaign  will  not  open  till 
"  towards  the  end  of  this  month"  (did  open,  July  1st); 
"  but  think  then,  what  a  prettj^  noise  in  this  poor  Silesia 
"  again !  In  fine,  my  dear  Marquis,  the  job  ahead  of  me 
"  is  hard  and  difficult;  and  nobody  can  say  positively 
"  how  it  will  all  go.  Pray  for  us ;  and  don't  forget  a  poor 
"  devil  who  kicks  about  strangely  in  his  harness,  who 
"  leads  the  life  of  one  damned ;  and  who  nevertheless 
"  loves  you  sincerely. — Adieu."^^  D'Argens  (May  24th) 
has  heard,  by  Letters  from  very  well-informed  persons 
in  Vienna,  that  '  Imperial  Majesty,  for  some  time  past, 
*  spends  half  of  her  time  in  praying  to  the  Virgin,  and 
'  the  other  half  in  weeping.'  '  I  wish  her,'  adds  the  un- 
gallant  D'Argens,  '  as  punishment  for  the  mischiefs  her 
'  ambition  has  cost  mankiad  these  seven  years  past,  the 
'  fate  of  Phaethon's  Sisters,  and  that  she  melt  altogether 

"  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xix.  323. 

»  Ibid,  xviii  146-7.  »•  Ibid.  xix.  327. 
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'  into  water  !'^^ — Take  one  other  little  utterance ;  and  then 
to  Colonel  Hordt  and  the  Petersburg  side  of  things. 

June  l^th  (still  to  D'Argens)  :  "  What  is  now  going 
"  on  in  Russia  no  Count  Kaunitz  could  foresee :  what 
"  has  come  to  pass  in  England, — of  which  the  hatefullest 
"  part"  (Bute's  altogether  extraordinary  attempts,  in 
the  Kaunitz,  in  the  Czar  Peter  direction,  to  force  a  Peace 
upon  me)  '*  is  not  yet  kno^Ti  to  you, — I  had  no  notion 
"  of,  in  forming  my  plans !  The  Governor  of  ,a  State,  in 
"  troublous  times,  never  can  be  sure.  This  is  what  dis- 
"  gusts  me  with  the  business,  in  comparison.  A  Man  of 
"  Letters  operates  on  something  certain;  a  Politician 
"  can  have  almost  no  data  of  that  kind."^^  (How  easy 
everybody's  trade  but  one's  own!) 

Readers  know  what  a  tragedy  poor  Peter's  was. 
His  Czemichef  did  join  the  King ;  but  mth  far  less 
advantage  than  Czemichef  or  anybody  had  anticipated! 
— It  is  none  of  our  intention  to  go  into  the  chaotic 
Russian  element,  or  that  wildly-blazing  sanguinar}'^  Ca- 
tharine-and-Peter  business;  of  which,  at  any  rate,  there 
are  plentiful  accounts  in  common  circulation,  more  or 
less  accurate, — especially  M.  Rulhiere's,*^  the  most  suc- 
cinct, lucid,  and  least  unsatisfactory,  in  the  accessible 
languages.  Only  so  far  as  Friedrich  was  concerned  are 
we.  But  readers  saw  this  Couple  married,  under  Fried- 
rich's  auspices, — a  Marriage  which  he  thought  important 
twenty  years  ago;  and  sure  enough  the  Dissolution  of  it 
did  prove  important  to  him,  and  is  a  necessary  item  here ! 

Readers,  even  those  that  know  Rulhiere^  will  doubt- 

«  (Euvres  de  FrSdiric,  xix.  320  (*  24th  May  1762').  "  Ihid,  p.  329. 

^  Hwtoire  ou  Anecdotes  sur  la  Revolution  cfe  Russie  en  Fannee  1762 
(written,  1768 ;  fiist  printed,  Palia,  1797 :  English  Translation,  London, 
1797). 
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less  consent  to  a  little  supplementing  from  Two  other 
Eye-witnesses  of  credit.  The  first  and  principal  is  a 
respectable  Ex-Swedish  Gentleman,  whom  readers  used 
to  hear  of;  the  Colonel  Hordt  above  mentioned,  once 
of  the  Free-Corps  Hordt^  but  fallen  Prisoner  latteriy; — 
whose  experiences  and  reports  are  all  the  more  interest- 
ing to  us,  as  Friedrich  himself  had  specially  to  depend 
on  them  at  present;  and  doubtless,  in  times  long  after- 
wards, now  and  then  heard  speech  of  them  from  Hordt. 
Our  second  Eye-witness  is  the  Reverend  Herr  Doctor 
Busching  (of  the  Erdbeschriebung^  of  the  Beytrdge^  and 
many  other  Works,  an  invaluable  friend  to  us  all  along) ; 
who,  in  his  wandering  time,  has  come  to  *be  "  Pastor  of 
the  German  Church  at  Petershurg^^  some  years  back. 

What  Colonel  Hordt  and  the  Others  saw  at  Petersburg 
(January — ^July  1762). 

Autumn  1759,  in  the  sequel  to  Kuneradorfj — ^when  the  Eus- 
sians  and  Daun  lay  so  long  torpid,  uncertain  what  to  do  except 
keep  Friedrich  and  Prince  Henri  well  separate,  and  Friedrich 
had  such  watchings,  campings,  and  marchings  about  on  the 
hither  skirt  of  them  (skirt  always  veiled  in  Cossacks,  and  pro- 
ducing skirmishes  as  you  marched  past),  —  we  did  mention 
Hordt's  capture  ;*^  not  much  hoping  that  readers  could  remem- 
ber it  in  such  a  press  of  things  more  memorable.  It  was  in, 
or  as  prelude  to,  one  of  those  skirmishes  (one  of  the  earliest, 
and  a  rather  sharp  one,  '  at  Trebatsch,'  in  Frankf  urt-Lieberose 
Coimtry,  ^  4th  September  1759'),  that  Hordt  had  his  misfortune : 
he  had  been  out  reconnoitering,  with  an  Orderly  or  two,  before 
the  skirmish  began,  was  suddenly  '  surrounded  by  200  Cossacks,' 
and  after  desperate  plunging  into  bogs,  desperate  firing  of  pis- 
tols and  the  like,  was  taken  prisoner.  Was  carted  miserably  to 
Petersburg, — such  a  journey  for  dead  ennui  as  Hordt  never 
knew ;  and  was  then  tumbled  out  into  solitary  confinement  in 

«  Siipra,  voL  v.  p.  634. 
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the  Citadel,  a  place  like  the  Spanish  Inquisition ;  not  the  least 
notice  taken  of  his  requests  for  a  few  Books,  for  leave  to  an- 
swer his  poor  Wife's  Letter  merely  by  the  words,  "  Dear  one, 
I  am  alive ;" — and  was  left  there,  to  the  company  of  his  own 
reflexions,  and  a  life  as  if  in  vacant  Hades,  for  twenty-five 
months  and  three  days.  After  the  lapse  of  that  period,  he  has 
something  to  say  to  lis  again,  and  we  transiently  look  in  upon 
him  there* 

The  Book  we  excerpt  from  is,  Mhnovres  du  Comte  de  Hordt 
(second  edition,  2  volumes  12mo,  Berlin,  1789).  This  is  Book- 
seller Pitra's  redaction  of  the  Hordt  Autobiography  (Berlin, 
1788,  was  Pitra's  first  edition) :  several  years  after,  how  many  is 
not  said,  nor  whether  Hordt  (who  had  become  a  dignitary  in 
Berlin  society  before  Pitra's  feat)  was  still  hving  or  not,  a  *  M. 
Bwelly,  Professor  in  the  Military  School,'  undertook  a  second 
considerably  enlarged  and  improved  redaction; — of  which  lat- 
ter there  is  an  Enghsh  Translation ;  easy  enough  to  read ;  but 
nearly  without  meaning,  I  should  fear,  to  readers  unacquainted 
with  the  scene  and  subject.**  Hordt  was  reckoned  a  perfectly 
veracious,  intelligent  khid  of  man :  but  he  seldom  gives  the 
least  date,  specification,  or  precise  detail;  and  his  Book  reads, 
not  like  the  Testimony  of  an  Eye-witness,  which  it  is,  and  valu- 
able when  you  imderstand  it ;  but  more  like  some  vague  For- 
gery, compiled  by  a  destitute  inventive  individual,  regardless 
of  the  Ten  Commandments  (sparingly  consulting  even  his  file 
of  Old  Newspapers),  and  writing  a  Book  which  would  deserve 
the  treadmill,  were  there  any  PoUce  in  his  trade ! — 

Wednesday  J  6ih  January  1762,  Hordt's  vacant  Hades  of  an 
existence  in  the  Citadel  of  Petersburg  was  broken  by  a  loud 
sound:  three  minute  guns  went  off  from  different  sides,  close  by; 
and  then  whole  salvos,  peal  after  peal :  "Czarina  gone  overnight, 
Peter  HI.  Czar  in  her  stead  I"  said  the  Officer,  rushing  in  to  tell 
Hordt ;  to  whom  it  was  as  news  of  resurrection  from  the  dead* 
*  Evening  of  same  day,  an  Aide-de-Camp  of  the  new  Czar  came 
^  to  announce  my  liberty;  equipage  waiting  to  take  me  at  once 

*♦  Memoirs  of  the  Count  de  Hordt:  London,  1806  :  2  veil.  12ino,^-only 
ih&  first  volimie  of  wbich  (unavailable  here)  is  in  my  poaaeBsion. 
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*  to  his  Eussian  Majesty.     Asked  him  to  defer  it  till  the  f ol- 

*  lowing  day ; — so  agitated  was  I.'  And  indeed  the  Czar,  busy 
taking  acclamations,  oaths  of  fealty,  riding  about  among  his 
Troops  by  torchlight,  could  have  made  little  of  me  that  even- 
ing.** ^  Ultimately,  my  presentation  was  deferred  till  Sunday,' 
January  10th,  '  that  it  might  be  done  with  proper  splendour,  all 
^  the  Nobility  being  then  usually  assembled  about  his  Majesty.' 

*  Waited,  amid  crowds  of  Nobility,  in  the  Gallery,  accord- 
^  ingly.    Was  presented  in  the  Gallery,  through  which  the  Czar, 

*  followed  by  Czarina  and  all  the  Court,  were  passing  on  their 
^  way  to  Chapel.     Czar  made  a  short  kind  speech  ("  Delighted 

*  to  do  you  an  act  of  justice.  Monsieur,  and  return  a  valuable 
^  servant  to  the  Eang  I  esteem") ;  gave  me  his  hand  to  kiss : 
^  Czarina  did  the  same.  General  Korf,'  an  excellent  friend,  so 
kind  to  me  at  Konigsberg  while  I  was  getting  carted  hither,  and 
a  General  now  in  high  Office  here,  *  who  had  been  my  introducer, 
^  led  me  into  Chapel,  to  the  Court's  place  (tribune  de  la  Cour). 
^  Czar  came  across  repeatedly*  (while  public  worship  was  going 
on ;  a  Czar  perhaps  too  regardless  that  way !)  *  to  talk  to  me ; 

*  dwelt  much  on  his  attachment  to  the  King.     On  coming  out, 

*  the  Head  Chamberlain  whispered  me,  "You  dine  with  the 
^  Court." '    Which,  of  course,  I  did. 

^  Table  was  of  sixty  covers ;  splendid  as  the  Arabian  Tales. 
^  Czar  and  Czarina  sat  side  by  side ;  Korf  and  I  had  the  honour 

*  to  be  placed  opposite  them.     Hardly  were  we  seated  when  the 

*  Czar  addressed  me :  "  You  have  had  no  Prussian  news  this  long 
"  while.  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  the  King  is  well,  though 
"  he  has  had  such  fighting  to  right  and  left ; — ^but  I  hope  there 
"  will  soon  be  an  end  to  all  that."  Words  which  everybody 
^  listened  to  like  prophecy  1'  (Peter  is  nothing  of  a  Politician). 
"  How  long  have  you  been  in  Prison  ?"  continued  the  Czar. 
"  Twenty-five  months  and  three  days,  your  Majesty."  "  Were 
"  you  well  treated?"  Hordt  hesitated,  knew  not  what  to  say; 
but  the  Czar  urging  him,  confessed,  "  He  had  been  always  rather 
"  badly  used ;  not  even  allowed  to  buy  a  few  books  to  read."  At 
^  wliich  the  Czarina  was  evidently  shocked :  "  Cela  est  hien  bar- 

*  hare  /"  she  exclaimed  aloud.'     *  I  wished  much  to  return  home 

^  Hermann,  Geschichte  det  Mtissischen  Stoats^  v.  241. 
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^  at  once ;  and  petitioned  the  Czar  on  that  subject,  during  coffee, 

*  in  the  withdrawing  rooms ;  but  he  answered,  "  No,  you  must 
**  not, — ^not  till  an  express  Prussian  Envoy  arrive  T  I  had  to 
'  stay,  therefore ;  and  was  thenceforth  almost  daily  at  Court,' — 
but  unluckily  a  little  vague,  and  altogether  dateless  as  to  what  I 
saw  there  I 

Bieren  and  Miinnichj  both  of  them  just  home  from  Siberioy  are 
to  drink  together  (No  date :  Palace  of  Petersburg,  Spring  1762). 
— ^Peter  had  begun  in  a  great  way :  all  for  liberalism,  enlighten- 
ment, abolition  of  abuses,  general  magnanimity  on  his  own  and 
everybody's  part.  Bulhi^re  did  not  see  the  following  scene ;  but 
it  seems  to  be  well  enough  vouched  for,  and  Rulhi^re  heard  it 
talked  of  in  society.  '  As  many  as  20,000  persons,  it  is  counted, 
^  have  come  home  from  Siberian  Exile :'  the  L'Estocs,  the  Miin- 
nichs,  Bierens,  all  manner  of  internecine  figures,  as  if  risen  from 
the  dead.  *  Since  the  night  whpn  Miinnich  arrested  Bieren' 
(readers  possibly  remember  it,  and  Mannstein's  account  of  it*^), 
^  the  first  time  these  two  met  was  in  the  gay  and  tumultuous 

*  crowd  which  surrounded  the  new  Czar.  "  Come,  bygones  be 
*^  bygones,"  said  Peter,  noticing  them ;  "  let  us  three  all  drink 
"  together,  like  friends  T' — ^and  ordered  three  glasses  of  wine. 

*  Peter  was  beginning  his  glass  to  show  the  others  an  example, 

*  when  somebody  came  with  a  message  to  him,  which  was  de- 
^  livered  in  a  low  tone ;  Peter  listening  drank  out  his  wine,  set 
^  down  the  glass,  and  hastened  off ;  so  that  Bieren  and  Munnich, 

*  the  two  old  enemies,  were  loft  standing,  glass  in  hand,  each 

*  with  his  eyes  on  the  Czar's  glass ; — ^at  length,  as  the  Czar  did 

*  not  return,  they  flashed  each  his  eyes  into  the  other's  face ; 

*  and  after  a  moment's  survey,  set  down  their  glasses  untasted, 

*  and  walked  off  in  opposite  directions.'*^  Won't  coalesce,  it 
seems,  in  spite  of  the  Czar's  high  wishes.  An  emblem  of  much 
that  bef el  the  poor  Czar  in  his  present  high  course  of  good  in- 
tentions and  headlong  magnanimities ! — ^We  return  to  Hordt : 

The  Czar  wears  a  Portrait  of  Friedrich  on  his  Finger,    '  Czar 

*  Peter  never  disguised  his  Prussian  predilections.  One  evening 
^  he  said,  "  Propose  to  your  friend  Keith"  (English  Excellency 
here,  whom  we  know)  "  to  give  me  a  supper  at  his  house  tomorrow 

«  Suprd^  vol.  iii  p.  252.  *'  RuUiiSre,  p.  33. 
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"  night.  The  other  Foreign  Ministers  will  perhaps  be  jealons ; 
"  but  I  don't  care  1"    Supper  at  the  English  Embassy  took  place. 

*  Only  ten  or  twelve  persons,  of  the  Czar^s  choosing,  were  pre- 

*  sent.     Czar  very  gay  and  in  fine  spirits.     Talked  much  of  the 

*  King  of  Prussia.     Showed  me  a  signet^ring  on  his  finger,  with 

*  Friedrich's  Portrait  in  it ;  ring  was  handed  round  the  table.'*® 
This  is  a  signet-ring  famous  at  Court,  in  those  months.  One 
day  Peter  had  lost  it  (mislaid  somewhere),  and  got  into  furious 
explosion  till  it  was  found  for  him  again.*®  Let  us  now  hear 
Biisching,  our  Geographical  Friend,  for  a  moment : 

Herr  Pastor  Bmching  does  Hie  Homaging  for  Self  and  People. 

*  *  *  In  most  Countries,  it  is  OfBcial  or  Military  People  that  ad- 
^  minister  the  Oath  of  Homage,  on  a  change  of  Sovereigns.    But 

*  in  Petersburg,  among  the  German  population,  it  is  the  Pastors 

*  of  their  respective  Churches.  At  the  accession  of  Peter  IH., 
^  I,  for  the  first  time'  (being  still  a  young  hand  rather  than  an 
old),  Hook  the  Oath  from  several  thousands  in  my  Church,' — 
and  handed  it  over,  with  my  own,  in  the  proper  quarter. 

'  As  to  the  Congratulatory  Addresses,  the  new  Czar  received 

*  the  Congratulations  of  all  classes,  and  also  of  the  Pastors  of 
^  the  Foreign  Churches,  in  the  following  manner.     He  came 

*  walking  slowly  through  a  suite  of  rooms,  in  each  of  which  a 
^  body  of  Congratulators  were  assembled.  Court-oflScials  pre- 
^  ceded,  State-officials  followed  him.     Then  came  the  Czarina, 

*  attended  in  a  similar  way.  And  always  on  entering  a  new 
^  room,  they  received  a  new  Congratulation  from  the  spokesman 
^  of  the  party  there.  The  spokesman  of  us  Protestant  Pastors 
^  was  my  colleague,  Senior  Tref urt ;  but  the  General-in-Chief 
^  and  Head-of-Police,  Baron  von  Korf '  (Hordt's  friend,  known 
to  us  above,  German,  we  perceive,  by  creed  and  name),  ^  think- 
^  ing  it  was  I  that  had  to  make  the  speech,  and  intending  to 
^  present  me  at  the  same  time  to  the  Czar,  motioned  to  me  from 

*  liis  place  behind  the  Czar  to  advance.    But  I  did  not  push  f(HV 

*  ward ;  thinking  it  inopportune  and  of  no  importance  to  me.' — 
^  Neither  did  I  share  the  great  expectations  which  Baron  von 

*  Korf  and  everybody  entertained  of  this  new  reign.     All  people 

*  now  promised  themselves  better  times,  without  reflecting^  (as 

«  Hordt,  ii.  118, 124,  129.  «  Hermann,  v.  258. 
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they  should  have  done  1)  ^  that  the  better  men  necessary  to  pro- 

*  duce  these  were  nowhere  forthcoming  !'^ 

For  the  first  two  or  three  months,  Peter  was  the  idol  of  all 
the  world :  Such  generosities  and  magnanimities ;  such  zeal  and 
diligence,  one  magnanimous  improvement  following  another !  He 
had  at  once  abolished  Torture  in  his  Law  Courts ;  resolved  to 
have  a  regular  Code  of  Laws, — ^and  Judges  to  be  depended  on 
for  doing  justice.  He  ^  destroyed  monopolies ;'  ^  lowered  the  price 
of  salt.'  To  the  joy  of  evetybody,  he  had  hastened  (January 
18th,  second  week  of  reign)  to  abolish  the  Secret  Clumceryy — 
a  horrid  Spanish-Inquisition  engine  of  domestic  Politics.  His 
Nobility  he  had  determined  should  be  noble:  January  28th 
(third  week  of  reign  just  beginning),  he  absolved  the  Nobility 
from  all  servile  duties  to  him :  "  You  can  travel  when  and  where 
you  please;  you  are  not  obliged  to  sen-e  in  my  Armies;  you 
may  serve  in  anybody's  not  at  war  with  me!"  under  plaudits 
loud  and  universal  from  that  Order  of  men.  And  was  peti- 
tioned by  a  grateful  Petersburg  world :  "  Permit  us,  magnani- 
mous Czar,  to  raise  a  Statue  of  your  Majesty  in  solid  Gold  I" 
**  Don't  at  all  T'  answered  Peter :  "  Ah,  if  by  good  governing  I 
could  raise  a  memorial  in  my  People's  hearts;  that  would  be 
the  Statue  for  mel"*'  Po©r  headlong  Peter! — ^It  was  a  less 
lucky  step  that  of  informing  the  Clergy  (date  not  given).  That 
in  the  Czarship  lay  Spiritual  Sovereignty  as  well  as  Temporal, 
and  that  he  would' henceforth  administer  their  rich  Abbey  Lands 
and  the  like; — this  gave  a  sad  shock  to  the  upper  strata  of 
Priesthood,  extending  gradually  to  the  lower,  and  ultimately 
raising  an  ominous  general  thought  (perhaps  worse  than  a  gene- 
ral crj)  of  "  Church  in  Danger !  Alas,  is  our  Czar  regardless 
of  Holy  Religion,  then  ?  Perhaps,  at  heart  still  Lutheran,  and 
has  no  Religion  ?"  This,  and  his  too  headlong  Prussian  tenden- 
cies, are  counted  to  have  done  him  infinite  mischief. 

Herr  Busching  sees  the  Czar  on  Horseback.  ^  When  the  Czar's 
'  own  Regiment  of  Cuirassiers  came  to  Petersburg,  the  Czar, 

*  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  regiment,  rode  out  to  meet  it ; 
^  and  returning  at  its  head,  rode  repeatedly  through  certain  quar- 

••  Busching's  Beytrage,  vi.  (*  Author's  own  Biography')  462  et  seq. 
n  Hermann,  v.  248. 
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^  ters  of  the  Town.     His  helmet  was  buckled  tight  with  leather 
^  straps  under  the  chin ;  he  sat  his  horse  as  upright  and  stiff  as 
^  a  wooden  image ;  held  his  sabre  in  equally  stiff  manner ;  turned 
^  fixedly  liis  eyes  to  the  right ;  and  never  by  a  hairsbreadth 
^  changed  that  posture.     In  such  attitude  he  twice  passed  my 
^  house  w^ith  his  regiment,  without  changing  a  feature  at  sight  of 
^  the  many  persons  who  crowded  the  windows.     To  me'  (in  my 
privately  austere  judgment)  'he  seemed  so  hleingeistisclij  so  small- 
'  minded  a  person,  that  F — ^in  fact,  knew  not  what  to  think  of  it.** 
Hordt  sees  the  deceased  Czarina  lying  in  State.     'One  day, 
'  after  dining  at  Court,  General  Korf  proposed  that  we  should 
'  go  and  see  the  Lit  de  Parade  (Parade-Bed)  of  the  late  Czarina, 
which  is  in  another  Palace,  not  far  off.    '  Count  Schuwalof '  {not 
her  old  lover,  who  has  died  since  her,  poor  old  creature;  but 
his  Son,  a  cultivated  man,  afterwards  Voltaire's  friend)  '  accom- 
'  panied  us ;  and,  his  rooms  being  contiguous  to  those  of  the 
'  dead  Lady,  he  asked  us  to  take  coffee  with  him  afterwards. 
'  The  Imperial  Bier  stood  in  the  Grand  Saloon,  which  was  hung 
'  all  round  with  black,  festooned  and  garlanded  with  cloth-of- 
'  silver;  the  glare  of  wax-lights  quite  blinding.     Bier,  covered 
'  with  cloth-of-gold  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  was  raised  upon 
'  steps.     A  rich  Crown  was  on  the  head  of  the  dead  Czarina. 
'  Beside  the  bier  stood  Four  Ladies,  two  on  each  hand,  in  grand 
'  mourning ;  immense  crape  training  on  the  ground  behind  them. 
'  Two  Officers  of  the  Lif e-Guard  occupied  the  lowest  steps :  on 
'  the  topmost,  at  the  foot  of  the  bier,  was  an  Archimandrite 
'  (superior  kind  of  Ahbot)^  who  had  a  Bible  before  him,  from 
'  which  he  read  aloud, — continuously  till  relieved  by  another. 
'  This  went  on  day  and  night  without  inteiTuption.     All  round 
'  the  bier,  on  stools  (tabourets\  were  placed  different  Crowns 
'  and  the  insignia  of  various  Orders, — those  of  Prussia,  among 
'  others.     It  being  established  usage,  I  had,  to  my  great  repug- 
'  nance,  to  kiss  the  hand  of  the  corpse !    We  then  talked  a  little 
'  to  the  Ladies  in  attendance  (with  their  crape  trains),  joking 
*  about  the  article  of  hand-kissing ;    finally  we  adjourned  for 
^  coffee  to  Count  Schuwalof 's   apartments,  which  were  of  an 
^  incredible  magnificence.'     That  same  evening,  farther  on, — 

«  Biisching's  Beytrage^  vL  464. 
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*  I  supped  with  the  Czar  in  his  Petit  Appartement,  Private 

*  Rooms'  (a  fine  free-and-easy  nook  of  space !)    *  The  company 

*  there  consisted  of  the  Coontess  Woronzow,  a  creature  without 

*  any  graces,  bodily  or  mental,  whom  the  Czar  had  chosen  for 
^  his  Mistress'  (snub-nosed,  pock-marked,  fat,  and  with  a  pert 
tongue  at  times),  '  whom  I  liked  the  less,  as  there  were  one  or 

*  two  other  very  handsome  women  there.     Some  Courtiers  too ; 

*  and  no  Foreigners  but  the  English  Envoy  and  myself.     The 

*  supper  was  very  gay,  and  was  prolonged  late  into  the  night. 

*  These  late  orgies,  however,  did  not  prevent  his  Majesty  from 
'  attending  to  business  in  good  time  next  morning.    He  would 

*  appear  imexpectedly,  at  an  early  hour,  at  the  Senate,  at  the 

*  Synod'  (Head  Consistofy)^  *  making  them  stand  to  their  duties,' 
— or  pretend  to  do  it.  His  Majesty  is  not  understood  to  have 
got  much  real  work  out  of  either  pf  these  Governing  Bodies ;  the 
former,  the  Senate,  or  secular  one,  which  had  fallen  very  torpid 
latterly,  was,  not  long  after  this,  suffered  to  die  out  altogether. 
Peter  himself  was  a*violently  pushing  man,  and  never  shrank 
from  labour;  always  in  a  plunge  of  hurries,  and  of  irregular 
honors.  In  his  final  time,  people  whispered,  '^The  Czar  is  killing 
himself;  sits  smoking,  tippling,  talking  till  2  in  the  morning; 
and  is  overhead  in  business  again  by  7  I" 

Czarina  ElizahetKs  Funeral^  as  seen  by  Hordt  (much  abridged). 

*  At  10  in  the  morning  all  the  bells  in  Petersburg  broke  out ; 
^  and  tolled  incessantly'  (day  or  month  not  hinted  at, — ^nor  worth 
seeking;  grim  darkness  of  universal  frost  perceptible  enough; 
clangour  of  bells ;  and  procession  seemingly  of  miles  long, — on 
this  extremely  high  errand!) — *  Minute-guns  were  fired  from  the 

*  moment  the  procession  set  out  from  the  Castle  till  it  arrived 
^  at  the  Citadd,  a  distance  of  two  English  miles  and  a  half. 

*  Planks  were  laid  all  the  way;  forming  a  sort  of  bridge  through 

*  the  streets,  and  over  the  ice  of  the  Neva.     All  the  soldiers  of 

*  the  Garrison  were  ranked  in  espalier  on  each  side.    Three  hun- 

*  dred  grenadiers  opened  the  march ;  after  them,  three  himdred 

*  priests,  in  sacerdotal  costume ;  walking  two-and-two,  singing 

*  hymns.     All  the  Crowns  and  Orders,  above  mentioned  by  me, 

*  were  carried  by  high  Dignitaries  of  the  Court,  walking  in  single 

*  file,  each  a  chamberlain  behind  him.    Hearse  was  followed  by 

VOL.  VI.  T 
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*  the  Czar,  his  black  cloak  carried  by  Twelve  Chamberlains,  each 
^  a  lighted  taper  in  the  oilier  hand.  Prince  George  of  Holstein' 
(Czar's  Uncle)  ^came  next,  then  Holstein-Beck'  (Czar^s  Cousin). 
^  Czarina  Catharine  followed,  also  on  foot,  with  a  lighted  taper; 

*  her  cloak  borne  by  all  her  Ladies.  Three  hundred  grenadiers 
^  closed  the  procession.  Bells  tolling,  minute-guns  firing,  seas  of 
^  people  crowding.* — ^Thus  the  Russians  buried  their  Czarina* 
Day  and  its  dusky  frost-curtains  sank ;  and  Bootes,  looking  down 
from  the  starry  deeps,  found  one  Telluric  Anomaly  forever  hidden 
from  him.  She  had  left  of  unworn  Dresses,  the  richest  procur- 
able in  Nature  (five  a-day  her  usual  allowance,  and  never  or 
seldom  worn  twice),  '  15,000  and  some  hundreds.'®* 

Hordt  is  of  the  new  Czarina  Catharines  Evening  Parties.  *The 

*  Czarina  received  company  every  morning.  She  received  every- 
^  body  with  great  affability  and  grace.  But  notwithstanding  her 
^  efforts  to  appear  gay,  one  could  perceive  a  deep  background 
'  of  sadness  in  her.  She  knew  better  than  anybody  the  violent 
^  (ardente)  character  of  her  husband ;  and  perhaps  she  then 
^  already  foresaw  what  would  come.     She  also  had  her  circle 

*  every  evening,  and  always  asked  the  company  to  stay  supper. 

*  One  evening,  w^hen  I  was  of  her  party,  a  confidential  Equerry 
^  of  the  Czar  came  in,  and  whispered  me  That  I  had  been  searched 
^  for  all  over  Town,  to  come  to  supper  at  the  Countess's  (that 
'  was  the  usual  designation  of  the  Sultana,' — das  Frdtdeiuy  spelt 
in  Russian  ways,  is  the  more  usual).     *  I  begged  to  be  excused 

*  for  this  time,  being  engaged  to  sup  with  the  Czarina,  to  whom 
^  I  could  not  well  state  the  reason  for  which  I  was  to  leave.  The 
^  Equerry  had  not  gone  long,  when  suddenly  a  great  noise  was 

*  heard,  the  two  wings  of  the  door  were  flung  open,  and  the  Czar 
^  entered.  He  saluted  politely  the  Czarina  and  her  circle ;  called 
^  me  with  that  smiling  and  gracious  air  which  he  always  had ; 
^  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  said  to  the  Czarina :  ^^  Excuse  me, 
'  Madam,  if  tonight  I  carry  off  one  of  your  guests ;  it  is  this 

*  Prussian  I  had  searched  for  all  over  the  Town."  The  Czarina 
^  laughed ;  I  made  her  a  deep  bow,  and  went  away  with  my 
^  conductor.  Next  morning  I  went  to  the  Czarina ;  who,  with- 
^  out  mentioning  what  had  passed   last   night,   said  smiling, 

»  Hennami,  v.  176. 
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"  Come  and  sup  with  me  always  when  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
«  vent  it."' 

Fehruary  21«^  Hordt  at  Zarakoe^Zeloe.     *  On  occasion  of  the 

*  Czar^s  birthda/  (which  gives  ns  a  date,  for  once),**  Hhere 
^  were  great  festivities,  lasting  a  week.     It  began  with  a  grand 

*  Te  Deumy  at  which  the  Czar  was  present,  but  not  the  Czarina. 
^  She  had,  that  morning,  in  obedience  to  her  husband's  will, 
^  decorated  "  the  Countess"  with  the  cordon  of  the  Order  of  St. 

*  Catharine.  She  was  now  detained  in  her  Apartment  "  by  in- 
^  disposition ;"  and  did  not  leave  it  during  the  eight  days  the  f  es- 
^  tivities  lasted.'  This  happened  at  the  Country  Palace,  Zarskoe- 
Zeloe;  and  is  a  turning-point  in  poor  Peter^s  History.^  From 
that  day,  his  Czarina  saw  that,  by  the  medium  of  her  Peter,  it 
was  not  she  that  would  ever  come  to  be  Autocrat ;  not  she,  but 
a  pock-marked,  tmbeautif  ul  Person,  with  Cordon  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Catharine, — ^blessings  on  it !  From  that  day,  the  Czarina  sat 
brooding  her  wrongs  and  her  perils, — ^wrongs  dwiey  very  many, 
and  now  wrongs  to  be  suferedy  who  can  say  how  many  1  She 
perceives  clearly  that  the  Czar  is  gone  from  her,  fixedly  sullen  at 
her  (not  without  cause) ; — and  that  Siberia,  or  worse,  is  possible 
by  and  by.  The  Czarina  was  helplessly  wretched  for  some  time ; 
and  by  degrees  entered  on  a  Plot ; — ^assisted  by  Princess  Dashkof 
(Sister  of  the  Snub-nosed),  by  Panin  (our  Son's  Tutor,  "  a  genu- 
ine Son,  I  will  swear,  whatever  the  Papa  may  think  in  his  wild 
moments  I"),  by  Gregory  Orlof  (one's  present  Lover),  and  others 
of  less  mark ; — and  it  ripened  exquisitely  within  the  next  four 
months  1 — 

Hordt  hears  the  Praises  of  his  King.  ^Next  day*  (nobody  can 
guess  what  day)  '  I  dined  at  Comi;.  I  sat  opposite  the  Czar,  who 
'  talked  of  nothing  but  of  his  "  good  friend  the  Bang  of  Prussia." 
'  He  knew  all  the  smallest  details  of  his  Campaigns ;  all  his 
^  military  arrangements ;  the  dress  and  strength  of  all  his  Kegi- 
^  ments ;  and  he  declared  aloud  that  he  would  shortly  put  all  his 
^  troops  upon  the  same  footing^  (which  he  did  shortly,  to  the 
great  disgust  of  his  troops). — ^  Kising  from  table,  the  Czar  him- 
*•  self  did  me  the  honour  to  say,  "  Come  tomorrow;  dine  with 
^'  me  en  petit  appartement^  (on  the  sfivug^  where  we  often  play 

«  Michoelis,  ii.  627 :  '  21st  February  1728.*  »  Hermann,  p.  253. 
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high-jinks,  and  go  to  great  lengths  in  liquor  and  tobacco) ;  "  I 
"  will  show  you  something  curious,  which  you  will  like."    I  went 

*  at  the  accustomed  hour ;  I  found  Lieutenant-General  Werner^ 
(hidden  since  his  accident  at  Colberg  last  winter,  whom  a  bene- 
ficent Czar  has  summoned  again  into  the  light  of  noon).     ^I 

*  made  a  great  friendship  with  this  distinguished  General,  who 

*  was  a  charming  man ;  and  went  constantly  about  with  him, 

*  till  he  left  me  here,' — Czarish  kindness  letting  Werner  home, 
and  detaining  me,  to  my  regret.** 

The  Prussian  Treaties,  first  of  Peace  (May  5th),  with  all  our 
Conquests  flung  back,  and  then  of  Alliance,  with  yourself  and 
ourselves,  as  it  were,  flung  into  the  bargain, — ^were  by  no  means 
so  popular  in  Petersburg  as  in  Berlin !  From  May  5th  onwards, 
we  can  suppose  Peter  to  be,  perhaps  rather  rapidly,  on  the  declin- 
ing hand.  Add  the  fatal  element,  "  Church  in  Danger''  (a  Czar 
privately  Apostate) ;  his  very  Guardsmen  indignant  at  their  tight- 
fitting  Prussian  uniforms,  and  at  their  no  less  tight  Prussian  drill 
(which  the  Czar  is  uncommonly  urgent  with) ;  and  a  Czarina 
Plot  silently  spreading  on  all  sides,  like  subterranean  mines  filled 
with  gunpowder ! — 

Herr  Busciing  sees  the  Catastrophe  (Friday,  9th  July  1762). 

*  This  being  the  day  before  Peter-and-Paul,  which  is  a  great 
^  Holiday  in  Petersburg,  I  drove  out,  between  9  and  10  in  the 

*  morning,  to  visit  the  sick.  On  my  way  from  the  first  house 
^  where  I  had  called,  I  heard  a  distant  noise  like  that  of  a  rising 
^  thunderstorm,  and  asked  my  people  what  it  was.  They  did  not 
^  know;  but  it  appeared  to  them  like  the  Shouting  of  a  Mob 
^  {Volksgeschrei)^  and  there  were  all  sorts  of  rumours  afloat. 
^  Some  said,  "  The  Czar  had  suddenly  resolved  to  get  himself 
^  crowned  at  Petersburg,  before  setting  out  for  the  War  on  Den- 
^  mark."  Others  said,  ^'  He  had  named  the  Czarina  to  be  Kegent 
^  during  his  absence,  and  that  she  was  to  be  crowned  for  this 

*  purpose."  These  rumours  were  too  silly :  meanwhile  the  noise 
^  perceptibly  drew  nearer;  and  I  ordered  my  coachman  to  pro- 

*  ceed  no  farther,  but  to  turn  home. 

^  On  getting  home,  1  called  my  Wife ;  and  told  her.  That 

*  something  extraordinary  was  then  going  on,  but  that  I  could 

■•  Hordt,  ii.  133-146, 161. 
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*  not  learn  what ;  that  it  appeared  to  me  like  some  popular  Tu- 

*  mult,  which  was  coming  nearer  to  us  every  moment  1   We  hur- 

*  ried  to  the  comer  room  of  our  house ;  threw  open  the  window, 

*  which  looks  to  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  of  Casan'  (where  an 
Act  of  Thanksgiving  has  just  been  consummated,  of  a  very 
peculiar  kind  I) — ^  and  we  then  saw,  near  this  Church,  an  in- 

*  numerable  crowd  of  people ;  dressed  and  half-dressed  soldiers 

*  of  the  foot-regiments  of  the  Guards,  mixed  with  the  populace. 
'  We  perceived  that  the  crowd  pressed  round  a  common  two- 

*  seated  Hackney  Coach  drawn  by  two  horses ;  in  which,  after  a 

*  few  minutes,  a  Lady  dressed  in  black,  and  wearing  the  Order  of 

*  St.  Catharine,  coming  out  of  the  church,  took  a  seat.  Where- 
'  upon  the  church-bells  began  ringing,  and  the  priests,  with  their 

*  assistants  carrying  crosses,  got  into  procession,  and  walked  be- 
'  fqre  the  Coach.  We  now  recognised  that'  it  was  the  Czarina 
^  Catharine  saluting  the  multitude  to  right  and  left,  as  she  fared 
<  along.'*7 

Yes,  Doctor,  that  Lady  in  black  is  the  Czarina;  and  has 
come  a  drive  of  twenty  miles  this  morning ;  and  done  a  great 
deal  of  business  in  Town,— one  day  before  the  set  time.  In  her 
remote  Apartment  at  Feterhof,  this  morning  between  2  and  3, 
she  awoke  to  see  Alexei  Orlof,  called  oftener  Scarred  Orlof 
(Lover  Gregorys  Brother),  kneeling  at  her  bedside,  with  the 
words,  ^'  Madam,  you  must  come :  there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose  I" 
— ^who,  seeing  her  awake,  vanished  to  get  the  vehicles  ready. 
About  7,  she,  with  the  Scarred  and  her  maid  and  a  valet  or  two, 
arrived  at  the  Guards*  Barracks  here, — Gregory  Orlof,  and  others 
concerned,  waiting  to  receive  her,  in  the  fit  temper  for  playing  at 
sharps.  She  has  spoken  a  little,  wept  a  little,  to  the  Guards  (still 
only  half-dressed,  many  of  them)  :  "  Holy  religion,  Russian  Em- 
pire thrown  at  the  feet  of  Prussia;  my  poor  Son  to  be  disin- 
herited :  Alack,  ohoo  T  Whereupon  the  Guards  (their  Officers 
already  gained  by  Orlof)  have  indignantly  blazed  up  into  the  fit 
Hurrap-hurra-ing : — and  here,  since  about  9  A.M.,  we  have  just 
been  in  the  ^  Church  of  St.  Mary  of  Casan'  ("  Oh,  my  friends, 
Orthodox  Religion,  first  of  all  T'),  doing  Te-Deumsj  and  the  other 
Divine  Offices,  for  the  thrice-happy  Revolution  and  Deliverance 

"  Beytrage,  vi.  465 :  compare  Rulhiere^  p.  96 ;  Hermann,  v.  287. 
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now  vouchs^ed  us  and  you  1  And  the  Herr  Doctor,  under  out- 
burst of  the  chimes  of  St.  Mary,  and  of  the  jubilant  Soldieries 
and  Populations,  sees  the  Czarina  saluting  to  right  and  left ;  and 
Priests,  with  their  assistants  and  crucifixes  ("behold  them,  ye 
Orthodox;  is  there  anything  equal  to  true  Religion?"),  walking 
before  her  Hackney  Coach. 

^  On  the  one  step  of  her  Coach,'  continues  the  Herr  Doctor, 
stood  Grigorei  Grigorjewitsh  Orlow,'  so  he  spells  him,  ^and 
in  front  of  it,  with  drawn  sword,  rode  the  Field-marshal  and 
Hetman  Count  E^irila  Grigorjewitsh  Rasomowski,  Colonel  of 
the  Ismailow  Gnard.  Lieutenant-General  (soon  to  be  General- 
Ordnance-Master)  Villebois  came  galloping  up ;  leapt  from  his 
horse  under  our  windows,  and  placed  himself  on  the  other  step 
of  the  Coach.  The  procession  passed  before  our  house ;  going 
first  to  the  New'stone  Palace,  then  to  the  Old  wooden  Winter 
Palace.  Common  Russians  shouted  mockingly  up  to  us,  "  Your 
'^*god"  (meaning  the  Czar)  "  is  dead !"  And  others,  "  He  is  gone ; 
'^  we  will  haver  no  more  of  him  !" ' — 

About  this  hour  of  the  day,  at  Oranieiibaum  {Orange-Treey 
some  twenty  miles  from  here,  and  from  Peterhof  guess  ten  or 
twelve).  Czar  Peter  is  drilling  zealously  his  brave  Holsteiners 
(2,000  or  more,  "  the  flower  of  all  my  troops") ;  and  has  not,  for 
hours  after,  the  least  inkling  of  all  this.  Catharine  had  been 
across  to  visit  him,  on  Wednesday,  no  farther  back;  and  had 
kindled  Oranienbaum  into  opera,  into  illumination  and  what  not. 
Thursday  (yesterday),  Czar  and  Czarina  met  at  some  Grandee's 
festivity,  who  lives  between  their  two  Residences.  This  day  the 
Czar  is  appointed  for  Peterhof ;  tomorrow,  July  10th  (Peter-and- 
Paul's  grand  Holiday),  Czar,  Czarina,  and  tmited  Court  were  to 
have  done  the  Festivities  together  there, — ^with  Czarina's  powder- 
mine  of  Plot  laid  under  them ;  which  latter  has  exploded  one  day 
sooner,  in  the  present  happy  manner  1  The  poor  Czar,  this  day, 
on  gettmg  to  Peterhof,  and  finding  Czarina  vanished,  understood 
too  well :  he  saw  *  big  fimoke-clouds  rise  suddenly  over  Petersburg 
region,'  withal, — "  Ha,  she  has  cannon  going  for  her  yonder ;  sal- 
voing  and  homaging !" — ^and  rushed  back  to  Oranienbaiun  half 
mad.  Old  Miinnich  undertook  to  save  him,  by  one,  by  two  or 
even  three  dijBferent  methods,  "  Only  order  me,  and  stand  up  to 
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it  with  sword  bare  I" — ^but  Peter^s  wits  were  all  flying  miscel- 
laneously abont,  and  be  could  resolve  on  nothing. 

Peter  and  his  Czarina  never  met  more.  Saturday  (tomorrow), 
he  abdicates ;  drives  over  to  Peterhof ,  expecting,  as  per  bargain, 
interview  with  his  Wife;  freedom  to  retire  to  Holstein,  and 
**  every  sort  of  kindness  compatible  with  his  situation :"  but  is 
met  there  instead,  on  the  staircases,  by  brutal  people,  who  tear 
the  orders  off  his  coat,  at  length  the  very  clothes  off  his  back, — 
and  pack  him  away  to  Eopscha,  a  quiet  Villa  some  nules  off^  to 
sit  silent  there  till  Orlof  and  Company  have  considered.  Con- 
sideration is :  "To  Holstein ?  He  has  an  Anti-Danish  Russian 
Army  just  now  in  that  neighbourhood ;  he  will  not  be  safe  in  Hol- 
stein ; — ^where  will  he  be  safe?"  Saturday  17th,  Peter's  seventh 
day  in  Kopscha,  the  Orlofs  (Scarred  Orlof,  and  Four  other  mis^ 
creants,  one  of  them  a  Prince,  one  a  Playactor)  came  over,  and 
murdered  poor  Peter,  ia  a  treacherous,  and  even  bungling  and 
disgusting,  and  altogether  hideous  manner.  "A  glass  of  bui^ 
gundy"  (poisoned  burgundy),  "your  Highness  1"  said  they,  at 
dinner  with  his  poor  Highness.  On  the  back  of  which,  the 
burgundy  having  failed  and  been  found  out,  came  grappUng 
and  hauling,  trampling,   shrieking,   and  at  last  strangulation. 

Surely  the  Devil  will  reward  such  a  Five  of  his  Elect  ? 

But  we  detain  Herr  Biisching :  it  is  still  only  Friday  morning, 
9th  of  the  month;  and  the  Czarina's  Hackney  Coach,  in  the 
manner  of  a  comet  and  tail,  has  just  gone  into  other  streets : 

^  After  this  terrible  uproar  had  left  our  quarter,  I  hastened 
'  to  the  Danish  Ambassador,  Count  Haxthausen,  who  lived  near 
^  m^  to  bring  him  the  important  news  that  the  Czar  was  said  to 

*  be  dead.     The  Count  was  just  about  to  bum  a  mass  of  Papers, 

*  fearing  the  mob  would  plunder  his  house ;  but  he  did  not  pro- 
^  ceed  with  it  now,  and  thanked  Heaven  for  saving  his  Country. 

*  His  Secretaiy  of  Legation,  my  friend  Schumacher,  gave  me  all 
'  the  money  he  had  in  his  pockets,  to  distribute  amongst  the  poor ; 
^  and  I  returned  home.    Directly  after,  there  passed  our  house, 

*  at  a  rate  as  if  the  horses  were  running  away,  a  common  two- 

*  horse  coach,  in  wliich  sat  Head-Tutor  {Ober-Hofmeister)  von 

*  Panin  with  the  Grand  Duke'  (famous  Czar  Paul,  that  is  to  be), 

*  who  was  still  in  his  nightgown,'  poor  frightened  little  boy ! — 
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*  Not  long  af  ter^  I  saw  some  of  the  Foot-guards,  in  the  public 

*  street  near  the  Winter  Palace,  selling,  at  rates  dog-cheap,  their 

*  new  uniforms  after  the  Prussian  cut,  which  they  had  stript  off; 

*  whiljBt  others,  singing  merrily,  carried  about,  stuck  on  the  top 
^  of  their  muskets,  or  on  their  bayonets,  their  new  grenadier  caps 
^  of  Prussian  fashion.*®  I  saw  several  soldiers,  out  on  errand  or 
^  otherwise,  seizing  the  coaches  they  met  in  the  stlreets,  and 

*  driving  on  in  them.  Others  appropriated  the  eatables  which 
^  hucksters  carried  about  in  baskets.  But,  in  all  this  wild  tumult, 
^  nobody  was  killed ;  and  only  at  Oranienbaum  a  few  Holstein 
^  soldiers  got  wounded  by  some  low  Russians,  in  their  wantonness. 

^  July  11th,   the  disorder  amongst  the  soldiers  was  at  its 

*  height ;  yet  still  much  less  than  might  have  been  expected. 

*  Many  of  them  entered  the  houses  of  Foreigners,  and  demanded 

*  money.     Seeing  a  number  of  them  come  into  my  house,  I 

*  hastily  put  a  quantity  of  roubles  and  half-roubles  in  my  pocket, 
^  and  went  out  with  a  servant,  especially  with  a  cheerful  face, 

*  to  meet  them,' — and  no  harm  was  done. 

'Saturday^  July  17 thy  was  the  day  of  the  Czar's  death;  on 

*  the  same  17th,  the  Empress  was  informed  of  it ;  and  next  day, 
^  his  body  was  brought  from  Kopscha  to  the  Convent  of  St. 
'  Alexander  Newski,  near  Petersburg.  Here  it  lay  in  state  three 
^  days ;  nay,  an  Imperial  Manifesto  even  ordered  that  the  last 
^  honours  and  duty  be  paid  to  it.  July  20th,  I  drove  thither 
^  with  my  Wife ;  and  to  be  able  to  view  the  body  more  minutely, 

*  we  passed  twice  through  the  room  where  it  la/  (An  uncom- 
monly broad  neckcloth  on  it,  did  you  obsen^et)    *  Owing  to  the 

*  rapid  dissolution,  it  had  to  be  interred  on  the  following  day : — 
^  and  it  was  a  touching  circumstance  that  this  happened  to  be 

*  the  very  day  on  which  the  Czar  had  fixed  to  start  from  Peters- 
^  burg  on  his  Campaign  against  DenmarL'*^ 

Catharine,  one  must  own  with  a  shudder,  has  not 
attained  the  Autocracy  of  All  the  Russias  gratis.  Let 
us  hope  she  would  once, — till  driven  upon  a  dire  alter- 

■     "  See  in  Herrmnn  (v.  291)  the  Saxon  Ambaasador's  Report. 
»  Bliaching,  vi  464-467. 
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native, — ^have  herself  shuddered  to  purchase  at  such 
a  price.  A  kind  of  horror  haunts  one's,  notion  of  her 
redhanded  brazen-faced  Orlofs  and  her,  which  all  the 
cosmetics  of  the  worid  will  never  quite  cover.  And 
yet,  on  the  spot,  in  Petersburg  at  the  moment — !  Read 
this  Clipping  from  Smelfungus,  on  a  collateral  topic : 

*  In  BUschin^s  Magazine  are  some  Love-letters  from  the  old 
^  Marshal  Miinnich  to  Catharine  just  after  this  event,  which  are 
^  psychologically  curious.  Love-letters,  for  they  partake  of  that 
^  character ;  though  the  man  is  82,  and  has  had  such  breakages 

*  and  -vicissitudes  in  this  Earth.     Alive  yet,  it  would  seem ;  and 

*  full  of  ambitions.  Unspeakably  beautiful  is  this  young  Woman 
'  to  him ;  radiant  as  ox-eyed  Juno,  as  Diana  of  the  silver  bow, — 
'  such  a  power  in  her  to  gratify  the  avarices,  ambitions,  cupidities 

*  of  an  insatiable  old  fellow :  Oh  divine  young  Empress,  Aurora 

*  of  bright  Summer  epochs,  rosy-fingered  daughter  of  the  Sun, — 

*  grant  me  the  governing  of  This,  the  administering  of  That : 

*  and  see  what  a  thing  I  will  make  of  it  (I,  an  inventive  old 

*  gentleman),  for  your  Majesty's  honour  and  glory,  and  my  own 

*  advantage  1^ Linumerable  persons  of  less  note  than  Miin- 

*  nich  have  their  Biographies,  and  are  known  to  the  reading 
^  public  and  in  all  barbers'-shops,  if  that  were  an  advantage  to 
^  them.     Very  considerable,  this  Miinnich,  as  a  soldier,  for  one 

*  thing.     And  surely  had  very  strange  adventures ;  an  original 

*  German  character  withal : — about  the  stature  of  Belleisle,  for 

*  example;  and  not  quite  unlike  Belleisle,  in  some  of  his  ways? 

*  Came  originally  from  the  swamps  of  Oldenburg,  or  Lower 
'  Weser  Country, — son  of  a  Deiehgrdfe  (Ditch-Superintendent) 
^  there.  Requiescant  in  oblivious  silence,  Belleisle  and  he ;  it  is 
^  better  than  being  lied  of,  and  maunderea  of,  and  blotched  'and 
'  blundered  of. 

^  Biographies  were  once  rhythmic,  earnest  as  death  or  as  life, 
'  earnest  as  transcendant  human  Insight  risen  to  the  Singing 

••  BGflching,  Magazinfur  die  neue  Historie  und  Geographie  (Halle,  Year 
1782),  rvi  413-477  (22  Letters^  and  only  thrice  or  so  a  word  of  Response 
from  "  ma  DiviniU  :"*  dates,  *  Narva,  4th  August  1762' ...  *  Petersburg, 
3d  October  1762'). 
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^  pitch ;  some  Homer,  nay  some  Psalmist  or  Evangelist,  spokes- 
^  man  of  reverent  Populations,  was  the  Biographer.     Rhythmic, 

*  with  exactitude,  investigation  to  the  very  marrow ;  this,  or  else 
^  oblivion,  Biography  should  now,  and  at  all  times,  be ;  but  is 

*  not, — ^by  any  manner  of  means.     With  what  results  is  visible 

*  enough,  if  you  will  look  1     Hmnan  Stupor,  fallen  into  the  dis- 

*  honest,  lazy,  and  tmflogged  condition,  is  truly  an  awful  thing.' 

Catharine  did  not  persist  in  her  Anti-Pnissian  deter- 
mination. July  9th,  the  Manifesto  had  been  indignantly 
emphatic  on  Prussia;  July  22d,  in  a  Note  to  Goltz  from 
the  Czarina,  it  was  all  withdrawn  again.^^  Looking  into 
the  deceased  Czar's  Papers,  she  found  that  Friedrich's 
Letters  to  him  had  contained  nothing  of  wrong  or  offen- 
sive ;  always  excellent  advices,  on  the  contrary, — advice, 
among  others,  To  be  conciliatory  to  his  clever- witted 
Wife,  and  to  make  her  his  ally,  not  his  opponent,  in 
living  and  reigning.  In  Konigsberg  (July  16th,  seven 
days  after  July  9th),  the  Russian  Governor,  just  on  the 
point  of  quitting,  emitted  Proclamation,  to  everybody's 
horror:  "No;  altered  all  that;  under  pain  of  death, 
your  Oath  to  Russia  still  valid !"  Which,  for  the  next 
ten  days,  or  till  his  new  Proclamation,  made  such  a 
Konigsberg  of  it  as  may  be  imagined.  The '  sight  of 
those  Letters  is  understood  to  have  turned  the  scale; 
which  had  hung  wavering  till  July  22d  in  the  Czarina's 
mind.  "  Can  it  be  good,"  she  might  privately  think 
withal,  "  to  begin  our  reign  by  kindling  a  foolish  War 
again?"  How  Friedrich  received  the  news  of  July  9th, 
and  into  what  a  crisis  it  threw  him,  we  shall  soon  see. 
His  Campaign  had  begun  July  1st; — and  has  been  sum- 
moning us  home,  into  its  horizon,  for  some  time. 

«  Bodenbeck,  ii.  171. 
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CHAPTEE  XI. 

SEVENTH  CAMPAIGN  OPENS. 

Friedrich's  plan  of  Campaign  is  settled  long  since :  Re- 
capture Schweidnitz ;  clear  Silesia  of  the  enemy;  Silesia 
and  all  our  own  Dominions  clear,  we  can  then  stand  fen- 
cible  against  the  Austrian  perseverances.  Peace,  one  day, 
they  must  grant  us.  The  general  tide  of  European  things 
is  changed  by  these  occurrences  in  Petersburg  and  Lon- 
don. Peace  is  evidently  near.  France  and  England  are 
again  beginning  to  negotiate;  no  Pitt  now  to  be  rigor- 
ous. The  tide  of  War  has  been  wavering  at  its  summit 
for  two  years  past;  and  now,  with  this  of  Russia,  and 
this  of  Bute  instead  of  Pitt,  there  is  ebb  everywhere, 
and  all  Europe  determining  for  peace.  Steady  at  the 
helm,  as  heretofore,  a  Friedrich,  with  the  world-current 
in  his  favour,  may  hope  to  get  home  after  all. 

Austrian  Headquarters  had  been  at  Waldenburg, 
imder  Loudon  or  his  Lieutenants,  all  Winter.  Loudon 
returned  thither  from  Vienna,  April  7th;  but  is  not  to 
command  in  chief,  this  Year, — Schweidnitz  still  sticking 
in  some  people's  throats:  "Dangerous;  a  man  with 
such  rash  practices,  rapidities  and  Pandour  tendencies !" 
Daun  is  to  command  in  Silesia;  Loudon,  under  him, 
obscure  to  us  henceforth,  and  inoffensive  to  Official 
people.  Reichs  Army  shall  take  charge  of  Saxony; 
nominally  a  Reichs  Army,  though  there  are  35,000 
Austrians  in  it,  as  the  soul  of  it,  under  some  Serbelloni, 
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some  StoUberg  as  Chief — (the  fact,  I  believe,  is:  Ser- 
belloni  got  angrily  displaced  on  that  '  crossing  of  the 
Mulda  by  Prince  Henri,  May  13th;'  Prince  of  Zweibriick 
had  angrily  abdicated  the  year  before ;  and  a  Prince  von 
StoUberg  is  now  Generalissimo  of  Reich  and  Allies:  but 
it  is  no  kind  of  matter), — some  StoUberg,  with  Serbel- 
loni,  Haddick,  Maguire,  and  suchlike,  in  subaltern  places. 
Cunctator  Daun,  in  spite  of  his  late  sleepy  ways,  is  to 
be  Headman  again:  this  surely  is  a  cheering  circum- 
stance to  Friedrich ;  Loudon,  not  Daun,  being  the  only 
man  he  ever  got  much  iU  of  hitherto. 

Daun  arrives  in  Waldenburg,*  May  9th ;  and  to  show 
that  he  is  not  cunctatory,  steps  out  within  a  week  after. 
May  15th,  he  has  descended  from  his  Mountains;  has 
swept  round  by  the  back  and  by  the  front  of  Schweidnitz, 
far  and  wide,  into  the  Plain  Country,  and  encamped  him- 
self crescent- wise,  many  mUes  in  length.  Headquarter 
near  the  Zobtenberg.  Bent  fondly  round  Schweidnitz; 
meaning,  as  is  evident,  to  defend  Schweidnitz  against  aU 
comers, — his  very  position  symboUcaUy  intimating :  "  I 
wiU  fight  for  it,  Prussian  Majesty,  if  you  like !" 

Prussian  Majesty,  however,  seemed  to  take  no  notice 
of  him;  and,  what  was  very  surprising,  kept  his  old 
quarters:  'a  Cantonment,  or  Chain  of  Posts,  ten  miles 
'  long;  Schweidnitz  Water  on  his  right  flank,  Oder  on 
*  his  left;'  perfectly  safe,  as  he  perceives,  being  able  to 
assemble  in  four  hours,  if  Daun  try  anjrthing.^  And,  in 
fact,  sat  there,  and  did  not  come  into  the  Field  at  aU 
for  five  weeks  or  more ; — waiting  tiU  Czemichef 's  20,000 
arrive,  who  are  on  march  from  Thorn  since  June  2d. 
Mere  smaU-war  goes  on  in  the  interim;  world  getting 
aU  greener  and  flowrier;  the  Glatz  Highlands,  to  one's 
left  yonder  (Owl- Mountains,  Eulengebirge  so-caUed),  ly- 
•  See  Map,  p.  306  a.  »  Tempelhof  ,  vi  66. 
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ing  magically  blue  and  mysterious: — on  the  Plain  in 
front  of  them,  ten  miles  from  the  final  peaks  of  them, 
is  Schweidnitz  Fortress,  lying  full  in  view,  with  a  picked 
Garrison  of  12,000  under  a  picked  Captain,  and  all  else 
of  defence  or  impregnability;  and  Friedrich  privately 
determined  to  take  it,  though  by  methods  of  his  own 
choosing,  and  which  cqnnot  commence  till  Czemichef 
come.  Daun,  with  his  right  wing,  has  hold  of  those 
Highland  Regions,  and  cautiously  guards  them;  can, 
when  he  pleases,  wend  back  to  Waldenburg  Country; 
and  at  once,  with,  his  superior  nmnbers,  block  all  pass- 
ages, and  sit  there  impregnable.  The  methods  of  dis- 
lodging him  are  obscure  to  Friedrich  himself;  but 
methods  there  must  be,  dislodged  he  must  be,  and  sent 
packing.  Without  that,  all  siege  of  Schweidnitz  is  flatly 
impossible. 

June  27th,  Friedrich's  Headquarter  is  Tintz,  Czer- 
nichef  now  nigh:^  two  days  ago  (June  25th),  Czemi- 
chef's  Cossacks  '  crossed  the  Oder  at  Auras,' — ^with  how 
diflFerent  objects  from  those  they  used  to  have!  July 
Ist^  Czemichef  himself  is  here,  in  full  tale  and  equip- 
ment. Had  encamped,  a  day  ago,  on  the  Field  of  Lissa; 
where  Majesty  reviewed  him,  inspected  and  manoeuvered 
him,  with  great  mutual  satisfaction.  "  Field  of  Lissa;" 
it  is  where  our  poor  Prussian  people  encamped  on  the 
night  of  Leuthen,  with  their  "  Nun  danket  alle  GoU^^  five 
years  ago,  in  memorable  circumstances :  to  what  various 
uses  are  Earth's  Fields  liable ! 

Friedrich,  by  degrees,  has  considerably  changed  his 
opinion,  and  bent  towards  the  late  Keith's,  about  Russian 
Soldiery :  a  Soldiery  of  most  various  kinds ;  from  preda- 
tory Cossacks  and  Calmucks  to  those  noble  Grenadiers, 
whom  we  saw  sit  down  on  the  Walls  of  Schweidnitz 
«  Tempelhof ,  vi.  76. 
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when  their  work  was  done.  A  perfectly  steady  obedi- 
ence is  in  these  men;  at  any  and  all  times,  obedient,  to 
the  death  if  needful,  and  with  a  silence,  with  a  steiad- 
fastness  as  of  rocks  and  gravitation.  Which  is  a  super- 
lative quality  in  soldiers.  Good  in  Nations  too,  within 
limits ;  and  much  a  distinction  in  the  Russian  Nation : 
rare,  or  ahnost  imique,  in  these  unruly  Times.  The 
Russians  have  privately  had  their  admirations  of  Fried- 
rich,  all  this  while;  and  called  him  by  I  forget  what 
unpronounceable  vernacular  epithet,  signifying  "  Son  of 
Lightning,"  or  some  such  thing.^  No  doubt  they  are 
proud  to  have  a  stroke  of  service  under  such  a  one, 
since  Fatiier  Peter  Feodorowitsh  graciously  orders  it: 
the  very  Cossacks  show  an  alertness,  a  vivacity;  and 
see  cheery  possibilities  ahead,  in  Countries  not  yet 
plundered  out.  They  stayed  with  Friedrich  only  Three 
Weeks, — Russia  being  an  imcertain  Country.  As  we 
have  seen  above ;  though  Friedrich,  who  is  vitally  con- 
cerned, has  not  yet  seen!  But  their  junction  with  him, 
and  review  by  him  in  the  Field  of  Lissa,  had  its  uses  by 
and  by;  and  may  be  coimted  an  epoch  in  Russian  His- 
tory, if  nothing  more.  The  poor  Russian  Nation,  most 
pitiable  of  loyal  Nations, — ^struggling  patiently  ahead,  on 
those  bad  terms,  under  such  Catins  and  foul  Nightmares, 
— ^has  it,  shall  we  say,  quite  gone  without  conquest  in  this 
mad  War?  Perhaps,  not  quite.  It  has  at  least  shown 
Europe  that  it  possesses  fighting  qualities:  a  changed 
Nation,  since  Karl  XII.  beat  them  easily,  at  Narva, 
8,000  to  80,000,  in  the  snowy  morning,  long  since ! — 

Czemichef  once  come,  and  in  his  place  in  the  Camp 
of  Tintz,  business  instantly  begins, — ^business,  and  a  press 

*  Buchholz,  Neueste  Pretis8i$ch-Brande7ihurgi8che  Gedckichte  (1775), 
vol.  ii,  (page  irrecoverable). 
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of  it,  in  right  earnest ; — ^upon  the  hitherto  idle  Daun. 
July  1st,  there  is  general  complex  Advance  everywhere 
on  Friedrich's  part;  general  attempt  towards  the  Momi- 
tains.  Upon  which  Daim,  well  awake,  at  once  rolls 
universally  thitherward  again;  takes  post  in  front  of 
the  Mountains, — on  the  Heights  of  Kunzendorf,  to  wit 
(Loudon's  old  post  in  Bunzelwitz  time); — ^and  elabo- 
rately spreads  himself  out  in  defence  there.  "  Take  him 
multifariously  by  the  left  flank,  get  between  him  and 
his  Magazine  at  Braunau !"  thinks  Friedrich.  Discover- 
ing which,  Daun  straightway  hitches  back  into  the  Moun- 
tains altogether,  leaving  Kunzendorf  to  Friedrich's  use 
as  main  camp.  His  outmost  Austrians,  on  the  edge 
of  the  Mountain  Country,  and  back  as  far  as  suitable, 
Daun  elaborately  posts;  and  entrenches  himself  behind 
them  in  all  the  commanding  points, — Schweidnitz  still 
well  in  sight;  and  Braunau  and  the  roads  to  it  well 
capable  of  being  guarded.  Daun's  Headquarter  is  Tami- 
hausen ;  Burkersdorf,  Ludwigsdorf,  if  readers  can  re- 
member them,  are  frontward  posts: — ^in  his  old  imper- 
turbable way,  Daun  sits  there  waiting  events. 

And  for  near  three  weeks  there  ensues  a  very  multi- 
plex series  of  rapid  movements,  and  alarming  demon- 
strations, on  Daim's  front,  on  Daun's  right  flank;  Avith 
serious  exteixsive  efibrt  (masked  in  that  way)  to  turn 
Daun's  left  flank,  and  push  round  by  Landshut  Country 
upon  Bohemia  and  Braunau.  Effort  very  serious  indeed 
on  that  Landshut  side :  conducted  at  first  by  Friedrich 
in  person,  with  General  Wied  (called  also  Neuvned^  a 
man  of  mark  since  Liegnitz  time)  as  second  under  him; 
latterly  by  Wied  himself,  as  Friedrich  foimd  it  growing 
dubious  or  hopeless.  That  was  Friedrich's  first  notion 
of  the  Daun  problem.  There  are  rapid  marches  here, 
there,  roimd  that  western  or  left  flank  of  Daun;  sudden 
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spurts  of  fierce  fighting,  oftenest  with  a  stiff  climb  as 
preliminary:  but  not  the  least  real  success  on  Daun. 
Daun  perfectly  comprehends  what  is  on  foot;  refuses  to 
take  shine  for  substance ;  stands  massed,  or  grouped, 
at  his  own  skilful  judgment,  in  the  proper  points  for 
Braunau,  still  more  for  Schweidnitz;  and  is  very  vigi- 
lant and  imperturbable. 

Kimzendorf  Heights,  which  are  not  of  the  Hills,  but 
in  front  of  them,  with  a  strip  of  flat  still  intervening; — 
these,  we  said,  Daun  had  at  once  quitted :  and  these  are 
now  Friedrich's; — ^but  yield  him  a  very  complex  pro- 
spect at  present.  A  line  of  opposing  Heights,  Bur- 
kersdorf,  Ludwigsdorf,  Leuthmannsdorf,  bristling  with 
abundant  cannon ;  belund  is  the  multiplex  sea  of 
Hills,  rising  higher  and  higher,  to  the  ridge  of  the 
Eulenberg  in  Glatz  Country  10  or  12  miles  southward: 
Daun,  with  forces  much  superior,  calmly  lord  of  all 
that;  infinitely  needing  to  be  ousted,  could  one  but 
say  how!  Friedrich  begins  to  perceive  that  Braunau 
will  not  do;  that  he  must  contrive  some  other  plan. 
General  Wied  he  still  leaves  to  prosecute  the  Braunau 
scheme:  perhaps  there  is  still  some  chance  in  it;  at 
lowest  it  will  keep  Daun's  attention  thitherward.  And 
Wied  perseveres  upon  Braunau ;  and  Braunau  proving 
impossible,  pushes  past  it  deeper  into  Bohemia,  Daun 
loftUy  regardless  of  him.  Wied's  marches  and  attempts 
were  of  approved  quality;  though  unsuccessful  in  the 
way  of  stirring  Daun.  Wied's  Light  troops  went  scour- 
ing almost  as  far  as  Prag, — especially  a  500  Cossacks 
that  were  witR  him,  following  their  old  fashion,  in  a 
new  Country.  To  the  horror  of  Austria;  who  shrieked 
loudly,  feeling  them  in  her  own  bowels;  though  so 
quiet,  while  they  were  in  other  people's  on  her  score. 
This  of  the  500  Cossacks  under  Wied,  if  this  were  any- 
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thing,  was  all  of  actual  work  that  Friedrich  had  from 
his  Czemichef  Allies ; — ^nothing  more  of  real  or  actual 
while  they  stayed,  though  something  of  imaginary  or 
ostensible  which  had  its  importance,  as  we  shall  see. 

Friedrich,  in  the  third  week,  recalls  Wied :  "  Braunau 
cleariy  impossible;  only  let  us  still  keep  up  appear- 
ances!" July  18th,  Wied  is  in  Kxmzendorf  Country 
agabi;  on  an  important  new  enterprise,  or  method  with 
the  Daun  Problem,  in, which  Wied  is  to  bear  a  principal 
hand.  That  is  to  say,  The  discomfiture  and  overturn  of 
Daun's  right  wing,  if  we  can, — since  his  left  has  proved 
impossible.  This  was  the  Storming  of  Burkersdorf  Heights ; 
Friedrich's  new  plan.  Which  did  prove  successful,  and 
is  still  famous  in  the  Annals  of  War :  reckoned  by  aU 
judges  a  beautiful  plan,  beautifully  executed,  and  once 
more  a  wonderful  achieving  of  what  seemed  the  im- 
possible, when  it  had  become  the  indispensable.  One  of 
Friedrich's  prettiest  feats;  and  the  last  of  his  notable 
performances  in  this  War.  Headers  ought  not  to  be  left 
without  some  shadowy  authentic  notion  of  it;  though 
the  real  portraiture  or  image  (which  is  achievable  too, 
after  long  study)  is  for  the  professional  soldier  only, — 
for  whom  Tempelhof  good  maps,  and  plenty  of  patience, 
are  the  recipe. 

*  The  scene  is  the  Wall  of  Heights,  running  east  and  west, 

*  parallel  to  Friedrich*s  Position  at  Ktmzendorf ;  which  form  the 

*  Face,  or  decisive  beginning,  of  that  Mountain  Glacis  spreading 
<  up  ten  miles  farther,  towards  Glatz  Country.     They,  these 

*  Heights  called  of  Burkersdorf,  are  in  effect  Daun's  right  wing ; 

*  vitally  precious  to  Daun,  who  has  taken  every  pains  about 

*  them.     Burkersdorf  Height  (or  Heights,  for  there  are  two, 

*  divided  by  the  Brook  Weistritz ;  but  we  shall  neglect  the  east- 

*  em  or  lower,  which  is  ruled  by  the  other,  and  stands  or  falls 

*  along  with  it),  Burkersdorf  Height  is  the  principal :  a  Hill  of 

*  some  magnitude  (short  way  south  of  the  Village  of  Burkersdorf, 
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which  also  is  Daun's) ;  Hill  falling  rather  steep  down,  on  two 
of  its  sides,  namely  on  the  north  side,  which  is  towards  Fried- 
rich  and  Kunzendorf,  and  on  the  east  side,  where  Weistritz 
Water,  as  yet  only  a  Brook,  gushes  out  from  the  Mountains, — 
hastening  towards  Schweidnitz  or  Schweidnitz-Water ;  towards 
Lissa  and  Leuthen  Country,  where  we  have  seen  it  on  an  im- 
portant night.  Weistritz,  at  this  part,  has  scarped  the  eastern 
flank  of  Burkersdorf  Height ;  and  made  for  itself  a  pleasant 
little  Valley  there :  this  is  the  one  Pass  into  the  Mountains. 
A  Valley  of  level  bottom ;  where  Daun  has  a  terrific  trench 
and  sunk  battery  level  with  the  ground,  capable  of  sweeping 
to  destruction  whoever  enters  there  without  leave. 

*  East  from  Burkersdorf  Lesser  Height  (which  we  neglect 
for  the  present),  and  a  little  farther  inwards  or  south,  are  Two 
other  Heights :  Ludwigsdorf  and  Leuthmannsdorf ;  which  also 
need  capture,  as  adjuncts  of  Burkersdorf,  or  second  line  to 
Burkersdorf;  and  are  abundantly  difficult,  though  not  so  steep 
as  Burkersdorf. 

'  The  Enterprise,  therefore,  divides  itself  into  two.  Wied  is 
to  do  the  Ludwigsdorf-Leuthmannsdorf  part ;  Mollendorf ,  the 
Burkersdorf.  The  strength  of  guns  in  these  places,  especially 
on  Burkersdorf, — ^we  know  Daun's  habit  in  that  particular; 
and  need  say  nothing.  Man-devouring  batteries,  abatis ;  bat- 
talions paUsaded  to  the  teeth,  ^^  the  pales  strong  as  masts,  and 
room  only  for  a  musket-barrel  between  f  nay,  they  are  "  fur- 
nished with  a  lath  or  cross-strap  all  along,  for  resting  your 
gun-barrel  on  and  taking  aim:" — so  careful  is  Daim.  The 
ground  itself  is  intricate,  in  parts  impracticably  steep ;  every- 
where full  of  bushes,  gnarls,  and  impediments.  Seldom  was 
there  such  a  problem  altogether !  Friedrich's  position,  as  we 
say,  is  Kunzendorf  Heights,  with  Schweidnitz  and  his  old 
ground  of  Bunzelwitz  to  rear,  Czemichef  and  others  lying 
there,  and  Wilrben  and  the  old  Villages  and  Heights  again 
occupied  as  posts : — ^what  a  tale  of  Egyptian  bricks  has  one 
to  bake,  your  Majesty,  on  certain  fields  of  this  world;  and 
with  such  insufficiency  of  raw-material  sometimes  V 

By  the  16th  of  July,  Friedrich's  plans  are  complete. 
Contrived,  I  must  say,  with  a  veracity  and  opulent 
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potency  of  intellect,  flashing  clear  into  the  matter,  and 
yet  careful  of  the  smallest  practical  detail,  Friday  17  th^ 
Miillendorf,  with  men  and  fiimitures  complete,  circles 
off  north-westward  by  Wiirben  (for  the  benefit  of  cer- 
tain onlookers),  but  will  have  circled  round  to  Burkers- 
dorf  neighbourhood  two  dqys  hence;  by  which  time 
also  Wied  will  be  quietly  in  his  place  thereabouts, 
witii  a  view  to  business  on  the  20th  and  2l8t.  Miillen- 
dorf, Wied  and  everything,  are  prosperously  under  way 
in  this  manner, — ^when,  on  the  afternoon  of  that  same 
Priday  17tli,*  Czemichef  steps  over,  most  privately,  to 
headquarters:  with  what  a  bit  of  news!  "A  Revo- 
lution in  Petersburg"  (^Jvly  9thj  as  we  saw  above,  or 
as  Herr  Biisching  saw);  "Czar  Peter,  your  Majesty's 
adorer,  is  dethroned,  perhaps  murdered;  your  Majesty's 
enemies,  in  the  name  of  Czarina  Cathaarine,  order  me  in- 
stantly homeward  with  my  20,000 !"  This  is  true  news, 
this  of  Czernichef.  A  most  unexpected,  overwhelming 
Revolution  in  those  Xorthem  Parts; — ^not  needing  to 
be  farther  touched  upon  in  this  place. 

What  here  concerns  us  is,  Friedrich's  feelings  on 
hearing  of  it;  which  no  reader  can  now  imagine.  Hor- 
ror, amazement,  pity,  very  poignant;  grief  for  one's  hap- 
less friend  Peter,  for  one's  stiU  more  hapless  self!  "  The 
Sisyphus  stone,  which  we  had  got  dragged  to  the  top,  the  ^ 
chains  all  beautifully  slack  these  three  months  past, — 
has  it  leapt  away  again?  And  on  the  eve  of  Burkers- 
dorf,  and  our  grand  Daun  problem !"  Truly,  the  Des- 
tinies have  been  quite  dramatic  mth  this  King,  and 
have  contrived  the  moment  of  hitting  him  to  the  heart. 
He  passionately  intreats  Czemichef  to  be  helpful  to 
him, — ^which  Czemichef  would  fain  be,  only  how  can 
he?  To  be  helpful;  at  least  ttf  keep  the  matter  ab- 
*  Compare  Tempelhof,  vi.  99,  and  Bodenbeck,  ii.  164. 
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solutely  secret  yet  for  some  hours:  this  the  obliging 
Czemichef  will  do.  And  Friedrich  remains,  Czemichef 
having  promised  this,  in  the  throes  of  desperate  consi- 
deration and  uncertainty,  hour  after  hour, — ^how  many 
hours  I  do  not  know.  It  is  confidently  said,^  Friedrich 
had  the  thought  of  forcibly  disarming  Czemichef  aad 
his  20,000 : — ^in  which  case  he  must  have  given  up  the 
Daun  Enterprise ;  for  without  Czemichef  as  a  positive 
quantity,  much  more  with  Czemichef  as  a  negative,  it 
is  impossible.  But,  at  any  rate,  most  luckily  for  himself, 
he  came  upon  a  milder  thought :  "  Stay  with  us  yet  three 
days,  merely  in  the  semblance  of  Allies,  no  service  re- 
quired of  you,  but  keeping  the  matter  a  dead  secret; — 
on  the  fourth  day  go,  with  my  eternal  thanks !"  This 
is  his  milder  proposal;  urged  with  his  best  eflforts  upon 
the  obliging  Czemichef:  who  is  in  huge  difficulty,  and 
sees  it  to  be  at  peril  of  his  head,  but  generously  con- 
sents. It  is  the  same  Czemichef  who  got  lodged  in 
Cttstrin  cellars,  on  one  occasion:  know,  0  King, — ^the 
King,  before  this,  does  begin  to  know, — ^that  Russians 
too  can  have  something  of  heroic,  and  can  recognise  a 
hero  when  they  see  him !  In  this  fine  way  does  Fried- 
rich get  the  MghtM  chasm,  or  sudden  gap  of  the  ground 
under  him,  bridged  over  for  the  moment;  and  proceeds 
upon  Burkersdorf  all  the  same. 

Of  the  Attack  itself  we  propose  to  say  almost  no- 
thing. It  consists  of  Two  Parts,  Wied  and  Mollendorf, 
which  are  intensely  Real;  and  of  a  great  many  more 
which  are  Scenic  chiefly, — some  of  them  Scenic  to 
the  degree  of  Drury-Lane  itself,  as  we  perceive ; — ^all 
cunningly  devised,  and  beautifully  playing  into  one 
another,  both  the  real  and  the  scenic.  Evening  of  the 
20^A,  Friedrich  is  on  his  ground,  according  to  Program. 
•  Eei20w,ii.415. 
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Friedrich, — who  has  now  his  Mollendorf  and  Wied 
beside  him  again,  near  this  Village  of  Burkersdorf ; 
and  has  his  completely-scenic  Czemichef,  and  partly- 
scenic  Ziethen  and  others,  all  in  their  places  behind 
him, — quietly  crushes  Daun's  people  out  of  Burkers- 
dorf Village;  and  furthermore,  so  soon  as  Night  has 
fallen,  bursts  up,  for  his  own  uses,  Burkersdorf  old 
Castle,  and  its  obstinate  handM  of  defenders,  which 
was  a  noisier  process.  Which  done,  he  diligently  sets 
to  trenching,  building  batteries  in  that  part;  will  have 
forty  formidable  guns,  howitzers  a  good  few  of  them, 
ready  before  sunrise.     And  so, 

Wednesday^  2l8t  Jvly  1762,  All  Prussians  are  in 
motion,  far  and  wide ;  especially  Mollendorf  and  Wied 
{versus  O'Kelly  and  Prince  de  Ligne), — ^which  Pair  of 
Prussians  may  be  defined  rather  as  near  and  close; 
these  Two  being,  in  fact,  the  soul  of  the  matter,  and  all 
elsle  garniture  and  semblance.  About  4  in  the  morning, 
Friedrich's  battery  of  40  has  begun  raging;  the  howitz- 
ers diligent  upon  O'Kelly  and  his  Burkersdorf  Height, 
— not  much  hurting  O'Kelly  or  his  Height,  so  high  was 
it,  but  making  a  prodigious  noise  upon  O'Kelly ; — others 
of  the  cannon  sheering  home  on  those  palisades  and  ela- 
borations, in  the  Weistritz  Valley  in  particular,  and  quite 
tearing  up  a  Cavalry  Regiment  which  was  drawn  out 
there ;  so  that  O'Kelly  had  instantly  to  call  it  home,  in 
a  very  wrecked  condition.  Why  O'Kelly  ever  put  it 
there, — except  that  he  saw  no  place  for  it  in  his  rugged 
localities,  or  no  use  for  it  anywhere, — ^is  still  a  mystery 
to  the  intelligent  mind.^  The  howitzers,  their  shells 
bursting  mostly  in  the  air,  did  O'Kelly  little  hurt,  nor 
for  hours  yet  was  there  any  real  attack  on  Burkersdorf 
or  him ;  but  the  noise,  the  horrid  death-blaze  was  pro- 
•  Tempelhof,  vi.  107. 
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digious,  and  kept  O'Kelly,  like  some  others,  in  an  agi- 
tated, occupied  condition  till  their  own  turn  came. 

For  it  had  been  ordered  that  "Wied  and  MoUendorf 
were  not  to  attack  togeliier:  not  together,  but  succes- 
sively,— ^for  the  following  reasons.  Together;  suppose 
MoUendorf  to  prosper  on  O'Kelly  (whom  he  is  to  storm, 
not  by  the  steep  front  part  as  O'Kelly  fancies,  but  to  go 
round  by  the  western  flank  and  take  him  in  rear) ;  sup- 
pose MoUendorf  to  be  near  prospering  on  Burkersdorf 
Height, — unless  Wied  too  have  prospered,  Ludwigs- 
dorf  batteries  and  forces  will  have  MoUendorf  by  the 
right  flank,  and  between  two  fires  he  will  be  ruined; 
He  and  everything !  On  the  other  hand,  let  Wied  try 
first:  if  Wied  can  manage  Lud^svigsdorf,  weU:  if  Wied 
camiot,  he  comes  home  again  with  smaU  damage;  and 
the  whole  Enterprise  is  off  for  the  present.  That  was 
Friedrich's  wise  arrangement,  and  the  reason  why  he  so 
bombards  O'Kelly  with  thunder,  blank  mostly. 

And  indeed,  from  4  this  morning  and  till  4  in  the 
afternoon,  there  is  such  an  outburst  and  blazing  series 
of  Scenic  Effect,  and  thunder  mostly  blank,  going  on 
far  and  near  aU  over  that  District  of  Country ;  General 
This  ostentatiously  speeding  off,  as  if  for  attack  on  some 
important  place;  General  That,  for  attack  on  some 
other;  all  hands  busy, — ^the  20,000  Russians  not  yet 
speeding,  but  seemingly  just  about  to  do  it, — ^and  blank 
thunder  so  mixed  with  not-blank,  and  scenic  effect 
with  bitter  reality,^ — as  was  seldom  seen  before.  And 
no  wisest  Daun,  not  to  speak  of  his  O'Kellys  and  Ueu- 
tenants,  can,  for  the  life  of  him,  say  where  the  real  at- 
tack is  to  be,  or  on  what  hand  to  turn  himself.  Daim 
in  person,  I  beUeve,  is  stiU  at  Tannhausen,  near  the 
centre  of  this  astonishing  scene ;  five  or  six  nules  from 

'  Tempelhof,  vi.  105-111. 
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any  practical  part  of  it*  And  does  order  forward,  hither,, 
thither,  masses  of  force  to  support  the  De  Ligne,  the 
O'Kelly  among  others;  but  who  can  tell  what  to  sup- 
port ?  Baun's  lieutenants  were  alert  some  of  them, 
others  less:  General  Guasco,  for  instance,  who  is  in 
Schweidnitz,  an  alert  ComnLandant,  with  12,000  picked 
men,  was  drawing  out,  of  his  own  will,  with  certain 
regiments  to  try  Friedrich's  rear :  but  a  check  was  put 
on  him  (some  dangerous  shake  of  the  fist  from  afar), 
when  he  had  to  draw  in  again.  In  general  the  O'KeUy 
supports  sat  gaadng  dubiously,  and  did  nothing  for 
O'Kelly  but  roll  back  along  with  him  when  the  time 
came.  But  let  us  first  attend  to  Wied,  and  the  Lud- 
wigsdorf-Leuthmannsdorf  part. 

Wied,  divided  into  Three,  is  diligently  pushing  up 
on  Ludwigsdorf  by  the  slacker  eastern  ascents;  meets 
firm  enough  battalions,  potent,  dangerous,  and  resolute 
in  their  strong  posts;  but  endeavours  firmly  to  be  more 
dangerous  than  they.  Dislodges  everything,  on  his 
right,  on  his  left;  comes  in  sight  of  the  batteries  and 
ranked  masses  atop,  which  seem  to  him  difficult  indeed ; 
flatly  impossible,  if  tried  on  front;  but  always  some 
Colonel  Lottum,  or  quick-eyed  man,  finds  some  little 
valley,  little  hoUow;  gets  at  the  Enemy  side- wise  and 
rear-wise ;  rushes  on  with  fixed  bayonets,  double-quick, 
to  cooperate  with  the  front :  and,  on  the  whole,  there 
are  the  best  news  fix>m  Wied,  and  we  perceive  he  sees 
his  way  through  the  affair. 

Upon  which,  Mollendorf  gets  in  motion,  upon  his 
specific  errand.  MoUendorf  has  been  surveying  his 
ground  a  little,  during  the  leisure  hour;  especially  ex- 
amining what  mode  of  passage  there  may  be,  and  look- 
ing for  some  road  up  tiiose  slacker  western  parts :  has 
found  no  road,  but  a  kind  of  sheep-track,  which  he 
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thinks  will  do.  MoUendor^  with  all  energy,  surmount- 
ing many  difficulties,  pushes  up  accordingly;  gets  into 
his  sheep- track;  finds,  in  the  steeper  part  of  this  track, 
that  horses  cannot  draw  his  cannon;  sets  his  men  to  do 
it;  pulls  and  pushes,  he  and  they,  with  a  right  will; — 
sees  over  his  left  shoulder,  at  a  certain  point,  the  ranked 
Austrians  waiting  for  him  behind  their  cannon  (which 
must  have  been  an  interesting  glimpse  of  scenery  for 
some  moments);  tugs  along,  till  he  is  at  a  point  for 
planting  his  cannon;  and  then,  under  help  of  these, 
rushes  forward, — ^in  two  parts,  perhaps  in  three,  but 
with  one  impetus  in  all, — ^to  seize  the  Austrian  firuit  set 
before  him.  Surely,  if  a  precious,  a  very  prickly  pome- 
granate, to  clutch  hold  of  on  different  sides,  after  such 
a  climb!  The  Austrians  make  stiff  fight;  have  abatis, 
multiplex  defences ;  and  Mollendorf  has  a  ftuious  wrestle 
with  this  last  remnant,  holding  out  wonderfully, — ^tiU  at 
length  the  abatis  itself  catches  fire,  in  the  musketry,  and 
they  have  to  surrender.  This  must  be  about  noon,  as 
I  collect :  and  Feldmarschall  Daun  himself  now  orders 
everybody  to  fall  back.  And  the  tug  of  fight  is  over; — 
though  Friedrich's  scenic  effects  did  not  cease;  and  in 
particular,  his  big  battery  raged  till  5  in  the  afternoon, 
the  more  to  confirm  Daunts  rearward  resolutions  and 
quicken  his  motions.  On  fall  of  night,  Daun,  everybody 
having  had  his  orders,  and  been  making  his  preparations 
for  six  hours  past,  ebbed  totally  away;  in  perfect  order, 
bag  and  baggage.  Well  away  to  southward;  and  left 
Friedrich  quit  of  him.^ 

Quit  of  Daun  forevermore,  as  it  turned  out.    Plainly 
free,  at  any  rate,  to  begin  upon  Schweidnitz,  whenever 

•  Tempelhof,  vi.  100-115 :  compare  Bericht  von  der  hey  Leutmarmadorf 
den  2Uten  Julius  1762  vorgefaUenen  Action  (Sey&rth,  Beylagen^  iii  302-308) ; 
Anderweiier  Bericht  von  der  de.  (ibid.  308-314)  ;  Aichenholtz,  Ac.  Ac. 
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he  sees  good.  Of  the  behaviour  of  Wied,  MoUendorf, 
and  their  people,  indeed  of  the  Prussians  one  and  all, 
what  can  be  said,  but  that  it  was  worthy  of  their  Cap- 
tain and  of  the  Plannings  he  had  made?  Which  is  say- 
ing a  great  deal.  '  We  got  above  14  big  guns,'  report 
they;  *  above  1,000  prisoners,  and  perhaps  twice  as 
'  many  that  deserted  to  us  in  the  days  following.'  Czer- 
nichef  was  fiiU  of  admiration  at  the  day's  work:  he 
marched  early  next  morning, — ^I  trust  with  lasting  gra- 
titude on  the  part. of  an  obliged  Friedrich. 

Some  three  weeks  before  this  of  Burkersdorf,  Duke 
Ferdinand,  near  a  place  called  Wilhelmsthal,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cassel,  in  woody  broken  country  of 
Hill  and  Dale,  favourable  for  strategic  contrivances,  had 
organised  a  beautiful  movement  from  many  sides,  hoping 
to  overwhelm  the  too  careless  or  too  ignorant  French, 
and  gain  a  signal  victory  over  them :  Battle^  so-called, 
of  Wilhelmsthal^  June  24fA,  1762,  being  the  result.  Mau- 
villon  never  can  forgive  a  certain  stupid  Hanoverian, 
who  mistook  his  orders;  and  on  getting  to  his  HUl-top, 
which  was  the  centre  of  aU  the  rest, — ^formed  himself 
with  his  back  to  the  point  of  attack;  and  began  shooting 
cannon  at  next  to  nothing,  as  if  to  warn  the  French,  that 
they  had  better  instantly  make  off !  Which  they  instantly 
set  about,  with  a  will;  and  mainly  succeeded  in;  nothing 
all  day  but  mazes  of  intricate  marching,  on  both  sides, 
with  spurts  of  fight  here  and  there, — ending  in  a  truly 
stiff  bout  between  Granby  and  a  Comte  de  StainviUe,  who 
covered  the  retreat,  and  who  could  not  be  beaten  with- 
out a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  result  a  kind  of  victory 
to  Ferdinand;  but  nothing  like  what  he  expected.^ 

Soubise  leads  the  French  this  final  Year;  but  he 
•  MauTillon,  ii  227-236 ;  Tempelhof,  vi.  &c.  &c 


Digitized  by 


Google 


298       FEIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OYE&WHELMED.      [Book  3X 

21at  July  1762. 

has  a  D'Estr(5es  with  him  (our  old  D'Estr^es  oi Hasten- 
heck)^  who  much  helps  the  accoimt  current;  and  though 
generally  on  the  declining  hand  (obliged  to  give  up 
GrottiDgen^  to  edge  away  ferther  and  farther  out  of 
Hessen  itself  to  give  up  the  Weser,  and  see  no  shift 
but  the  farther  side  of  Fulda,  with  Frankfurt  to  rear)^ 
— is  not  often  caught  napping  as  here  at  Wilhehnsthal. 
There  ensued  about  the  banks  of  the  Fulda,  and  the 
question,  Shall  we  be  driven  across  it  sooner  or  not  so 
soon?  a  great  deal  of  fighting  and  pushing  (Battle  called 
of Luttemberg^  Battle  of  Jokannisberg,  and  others):  but 
all  readers  wiH  look  forward  rather  to  the  Cannonade 
of  Amoneburg^  more  precisely  Camionade  ofthe^rwcA^n- 
Miihle  (September  21st),  which  finishes  these  wearisome 
death-wrestlings.  Peace  is  coming;  aU  the  world  can 
now  count  on  that ! 

Bute  is  ravenous  for  Peace ;  has  been  privately  taking 
the  most  xmheard-of  steps : — ^wrote  to  Kaunitz,  "  Peace 
at  once,  and  we  will  vote  for  your  having  Silesia;"  to 
which  Kaunitz,  suspecting  trickery  in  artless  Bute,  att- 
swered,  haughtily  sneering,  "  No  help  needed  from,  your 
Lordship,  in  that  matter!"  After  which  repulse,  or  be- 
fi>re  it,  Bute  had  applied  to  the  Czar's  Minister  in  Lon- 
don :  "  Czarish  Majesty  to  have  East  Preussen  guaranteed 
to  him,  if  he  will  insist  that  the  King  of  Prussia  dispense 
with  Silesia;"  which  the  indignant  Czar  rejected  with 
scorn,  and  at  once  made  his  Royal  Friend  aware  of; — 
with  what  emotion  on  the  Royal  Friend's  part  we  have 
transiently  seen.  "Horrors  and  perfidies!"  ejaculated 
he,  in  our  hearing  lately;  and  regarded  Bute,  fi-om  that 
time,  as  a  knave  and  an  imbecile  both  in  one;  nor  ever 
quite  forgave  Bute's  Nation  either,  which  was  far  fi:om 
being  Bute's  accomplice  in  this  unheard-of  procedure. 
"  No  more  Alliances  with  England !"  counted  he :  "  What 
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Alliance  can  there  be  with  that  ever-fluctuating  People; 
today  they  have  a  thrice-noble  Pitt;  tomorrow  a  thrice- 
paltry  Bute,  and  all  goes  heels-over-head  on  the  sud- 
den!"!^— 

Bute,  at  this  rate  of  going,  will  manage  to  get  hold 
of  Peace  before  long.  To  Friedrich  himself,  a  Siege  of 
Schweidnitz  is  now  free ;  Schweidnitz  his,  the  Austrians 
will  have  to  quit  SUesia.  "  Their  cash  is  out :  except 
prayer  to  the  Virgin,  what  but  Peace  can  they  attempt 
farther?  In  Saxony  things  will  have  gone  ill,  if  there 
be  not  enough  left  us  to  offer  them  in  return  for  Glatz. 
And  Peace  and  As-you-were  must  ensue !" — 

Let  us  go  upon  Schweidnitz,  therefore ;  pausing  on 
none  of  these  subsidiary  things;  and  be  brief  upon 
Schweidnitz  too, 

*»  PreiuB,  ii  308 ;  Mitch^  H.  286. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

SIEGE  OF  SCHWEIDNITZ :   SEVENTH  CAMPAIGN  ENDS. 

Daun  being  now  cleared  away,  Friedrich  instantly  pro- 
ceeds upon  Schweidnitz.  Orders  the ,  necessary  Siege 
Materials  to  get  under  way  from  Neisse;  posts  his  Army 
in  the  pi*oper  places,  between  Daun  and  the  Fortress, — 
King's  headquarter  Dittmannsdorf,  Army  spread  in  fine 
large  crescent-shape,  to  south-west  of  Schweidnitz  some 
ten  miles,  and  as  far  between  Daun  and  it; — orders 
home  to  him  his  Upper-Silesia  Detachments,  "Home, 
all  of  you,  by  Neisse  Country,  to  make  up  for  Czemi- 
chef's  departure;  from  Neisse  onwards  you  can  guard 
the  Siege- Ammunition  wagons !"  Naturally  he  has  block- 
aded Schweidnitz,  from  the  first;  he  names  Tauentzien 
Siege-Captain,  with  a  10  or  12,000  to  do  the  Siege: 
"  Ahead,  all  of  you !" — ^and  in  short,  Auffust  7th^  with 
the  due  adroitness  and  precautions,  opens  his  first  paral- 
lel; suffering  little  or  nothing  hitherto  by  a  resistance 
which  is  rather  vehement.^  He  expects  to  have  the 
place  in  a  couple  of  weeks — "  one  week  (huit  joursY^ 
he  sometimes  counts  it;  but  was  far  out  in  his  reckon- 
ing as  to  time. 

The  Siege  of  Schweidnitz  occupied  two  most  la- 
borious, tedious  months; — ^and  would  be  wearisome  to 
every  reader  now,  as  it  was  to  Friedrich  then,  did  we 
venture  on  more  than  the  briefest  outline.     The  resist- 

>  Tempelhof,  tL  126. 
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ance  is  vehement,  very  skilful : — Commandant  is  Guasco 
(the  same  who  was  so  truculent  to  Schmettau  in  the 
Dresden  time) ;  his  Garrison  is  near  12,000,  picked  from 
all  regiments  of  the  Austrian  Army;  his  provisions, 
ammunitions,  are  of  the  amplest ;  and  he  has  under  him 
as  chief  Engineer  a  M.  Gribeauval,  who  understands 
"  counter-mining"  like  no  other.  After  about  a  fortnight 
of  trial,  and  one  Event  in  the  neighbourhood  which 
shall  be  mentioned,  this  of  Mining  and  Countermining, 
— ^though  the  External  Sap  went  restlessly  forward  too, 
and  the  cannonading  was  incessant  on  both  sides, — came 
to  be  regarded  more  and  more  as  the  real  method,  and 
for  six  or  seven  weeks  longer  was  persisted  in,  with 
wonderful  tenacity  of  attempt  and  resistance.  Fried- 
rich's  chief  Mining  Engineer  is  also  a  Frenchman,  one 
Lefebvre ;  who  is  personally  the  rival  of  Gribeauval  (his 
old  class-fellow  at  College,  I  almost  think) ;  but  is  not 
his  equal  in  subterranean  work,— or  perhaps  rather  has 
the  harder  task  of  it,  that  of  Mining,  instead  of  Counter- 
mining,  or  spoiling  Mines.  Tempelhof's  account  of  these 
two  people,  and  their  underground  wrestle  here,  is  really 
curious  reading; — clear  as  daylight  to  those  that  will 
study,  but  of  endless  expansion  (as  usual  in  Tempel- 
hof),  and  fit  only  to  be  indicated  here.* 

The  external  Event  I  promised  to  mention  is  an  at- 
tempt on  Daun's  part  (August  16th)  to  break  in  upon 
Friedrich's  position,  and  interrupt  the  Siege,  or  render 
it  still  impossible.  Event  called  the  Batde  of  Reichen- 
back,  though  there  was  not  much  of  battle  in  it; — ^in 
which  our  old  friend  the  Duke  of  Brunswick-Bevem 

s  Tempelhof,  vi  122-219 ;  Bericht  und  Tagebuch  v<m  der  Belagerung 
von  Schweidnitz  vom  Iten  August  hU  9  October  1762  (Seyi^urtii,  Beylagmy 
iii  376-479) ;  Archenholtz,  Betzow,  &o. 
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(whom  we  liave  seen  in  abeyance,  and  merely  a  Garri- 
son Commandant,  for  years  back,  till  the  Russians  left 
Stettin  to  itself)  again  played  a  shining  part 

Daun, — at  Tannhausen,  10  miles  to  south-west  of 
Friedrich,  and  spread  out  among  the  Hills,  with  Lou- 
dons,  Lacys,  Becks,  as  lieutenants,  and  in  plenty  of 
force,  could  he  resolve  on  using  it, — ^has  at  last,  after 
a  month's  meditation,  hit  upon  a  plan.  Plan  of  flowing 
round  by  the  southern  skirt  of  Friedrich,  aijd  seizing 
certain  Heights  to  the  south-eastern  or  open  side  of 
Schweidnitz, — ^Koltschen  Height  the  key  one;*  frqm 
which  he  may  spread  up  at  will,  Height  after  Height, 
to  the  very  Zobtenberg  on  that  eastern  side,  and  render 
Schweidnitz  an  impossibility.  The  plan,  people  say,  was 
good;  but  required  rapidity  of  execution, — ^a  thing  Daun 
is  not  strong  in. 

Bevem's  behaviour,  too,  upon  whom  the  edge  of  the 
matter  fell,  was  very  good.  Bevem,  coming  on  from 
Neisse  and  Upper-Silesia,  had  been  much  manoeuvered 
upon  for  various  days  by  Beck;  Beck,  a  dangerous, 
alert  man,  doing  his  utmost  to  seize  post  after  post, 
and  bar  Bevem's  way, — meaning  especially,  as  ultimate 
thing,  to  get  hold  of  a  Height  called  Fischerberg,  which 
lies  near  Reichenbach  (in  the  southern  Schweidnitz  vici- 
nities), and  is  preface  to  Koltschen  Height  and  to  the 
whole  Enterprise  of  Daun.  In  most  of  which  attempts, 
especially  in  this  last,  Bevem,  with  great  merit,  not  of 
dexterity  alone  (for  the  King's  Orders  had  often  to 
be  disoheyei  in  the  letter,  and  only  the  spirit  ^f  them 
held  in  view),  contrived  to  outmanoeuvre  Beck;  and  be 
found  (August  13th)  already  firm  on  the  Fischerberg, 
when  Beck,  in  full  confidence,  came  marching  towards 
it.     "  The  Fischerberg  lost  to  us!"  Beck  had  to  report, 

o  See  Map,  p.  306  a. 
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in  disappointment.    "  Must  be  recovered,  and  my  grand 

Enterprise  no  longer  put  off !"  thinks  Daun'  to  himself^ 

in  still  more  disappointment  ("  Laggard  that  I  am!"). — 

And,  on  the  third  day  following,  the  Batde  of  Rekhen- 

bdch  ensued.     Lacy,  as  chief,  with  abundant  force,  and 

Beck  and  Brentano  under  him:  these  are  to  march^ 

"Recover  me  that  Fischerberg;  it  is  the  prefiice  to 

Koltschen,  and  all  else  !"^ 

Monday^  August  16ih^  pretty  early  in  the  day,  Lacy, 
with  his  Becks  and  Brentanos,  appeared  in  great  force 
on  the  western  side  of  Fischerberg;  planted  themselves 
there,  about  the  "three  Villages  of  Peilau  (Upper,  Nether, 
and  Middle  Peilau,  a  little  way  to  south  of  Reichenbach), 
within  cannonshot  of  Bevem;  their  purpose  abundantly 
clear.  Behind  them,  in  the  gorges  of  the  Mountains, 
what  is  not  so  clear,  lay  Daun  and  most  of  his  Army; 
intending  to  push  through  at  once  upon  Koltschen  and 
seize  the  key,  were  this  of  Fischerberg  had.  Lacy, 
after  reconnoitering  a  little,  spreads  his  tents  (which  it 
is  observable  Beck  does  not) ;  and  all  Austrians  proceed 
to  cooking  their  dinner.  "  Nothing  coming  of  them  till 
tomorrow!"  said  Friedrich,  who  was  here;  and  went 
his  way  home,  on  this  symptom  of  the  Austrian  pro- 
cedures;— hardly  consenting  to  regard  them  farther, 
even  when  he  heard  their  cannonade  begin. 

Lacy,  the  general  composure  being  thus  established, 
and  dinner  well  done,  suddenly  drew  out  about  five  in 
the  evening,  in  long  strong  line,  before  these  Hamlets  of 
Peilau,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Fischerberg;  Beck 
privately  pushing  round  by  woods  to  take  it  on  the 
eastern  side:  and  there  ensued  abundant  cannonading 
on  the  part  of  Lacy  and  Brentano,  and  some  idle  flourish- 
ing about  of  horse,  responded  to  by  Bevem;  and,  on 
*  Tempelhof,  tL  144. 
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the  part  of  Lacy  and  Brentano,  nothing  else  whatever. 
More  like  a  theatre  fight  than  a  real  one,  says  Tem- 
pelhof.  Beck,  however,  is  in  earnest;  has  a  most  dif- 
ficult march  through  the  tangled  pathless  woods;  does 
arrive  at  length,  and  begin  real  fighting,  very  sharp 
for  some  time  ;  which  might  have  been  productive,  had 
Lacy  given  the  least  help  to  it,  as  he  did  not.^  Beck  did 
his  firiest;  but  got  repulsed  everywhere.  Beck  tries 
in  various  places;  finds  swamps,  impediments,  fierce 
resistance  from  the  Bevem  people; — ^finds,  at  length, 
that  the  King  is  awake,  and  that  reinforcements,  horse, 
foot,  riding-artiUery,  are  coming  in  at 'the  gallop;  and 
that  he.  Beck,  cannot  too  soon  get  away. 

None  of  the  King's  Foot  people  could  get  in  for  a 
stroke,  though  they  came  mostly  running  (distance  five 
miles) ;  but  the  Horse-charges  were  beautifully  impres- 
sive on  Lacy's  theatrical  performers,  as  was  the  Horse- 
Artillery,  to  a  still  more  surprising  degree;  and  pro- 
duced an  immediate  Exeunt  Oranes  on  the  Lacy  part. 
All  ofi^;  about  7  p.m., — Sun  just  going  down  in  the 
autumn  sky; — and  the  Battle  of  Reichenbach  a  thing 
finished.  Seeing  which,  Daun  also  immediately  with- 
drew, through  the  gorges  of  the  Mountains  again.  And 
for  seven  weeks  thenceforth  sat  contemplative,  without 
the  least  farther  attempt  at  relief  of  Schweidnitz.  It  was 
during  those  seven  weeks,  some  time  after  this,  that  poor 
Madam  Daun,  gomg  to  a  Levee  at  Schonbrunn  one  day, 
had  her  carriage  half  filled  with  symbolical  nightcaps, 
successively  flung  in  upon  her  by  the  Vienna  people; — 
symbolical;  in  lieu  of  Slashing  Ajrticles,  and  Newspapers 
the  best  Instructors,  which  they  as  yet  have  not. 

Next  day  the  Joy-fire  of  the  Prussians  taught  Guasco 

♦  Tempelhof,  vL  146-161. 
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what  disaster  had  happened;  and  on  the  fifth  day  after- 
wards (August  22d),  hearing  nothing  farther  of  Daun, 
Guasco  offered  to  surrender,  on  the  principle  of  Free 
Withdrawal.  "  No,  never,"  answered  Tauentzien,  by 
the  King's  order :  "  As  Prisoners  of  War  it  must  be !" 
Upon  which  Guasco  stood  to  his  defences  again ;  and 
maintained  himself, — Gribeauval  and  he  did, — ^with  an 
admirable  obstinacy :  the  details  of  which  would  be  very 
wearisome  to  readers.  Gribeauval  and  he,  I  said;  for 
from  this  time,  Engineer  Lefebvre,  though  he  tried  (with 
bad  skill,  thinks  Tempelhof)  some  bits  of  assault  above 
ground,  took  mainly  to  mining,  and  a  grand  under- 
ground invention  called  Globes  de  Compression;  which 
he  reckoned  to  be  the  real  sovereign  method, — ^unlucky 
that  he  was!  I  may  at  least  explain  what  Ghbe  de 
Compression  is;  for  it  becomes  famous  on  this  occasion, 
and  no  name  could  be  less  descriptive  of  the  thing.  Not 
SL  globe  at  all,  for  that  matter,  nor  intended  to  *  com- 
press,' but  to  earpress,  and  shatter  to  pieces  in  a  tran- 
scendent degree:  it  is,  in  fact,  a  huge  cubical  mine- 
chamber,  filled  by  a  wooden  box  (tiU  Friedrich,  in  his 
hurry,  taught  Lefebvre  that  a  sack  would  do  as  well), 
loaded  with,  say,-  five  thousand-weight  of  powder.  Suf- 
ficient to  blow  any  horn-work,  bastion,  bulwark,  into 
the  air, — ^provided  you  plant  it  in  the  right  place; 
which  poor  Lefebvre  never  can.  He  tried,  with  im- 
mense labour,  successively  some  four  or  almost  five  of 
these  ^^ Press  Balls"  so-cfiJled  (or  Volcanoes  in  Little); 
mining  on,  many  yards,  15  or  20  feet  underground 
(tormented  by  Gribeauval  all  the  way);  then  at  last, 
exploding  his  five  thousand-weight, — ^would  produce  a 
**  Funnel,"  or  crater,  of  perhaps  *  30  yards  in  diameter,' 
but,  alas,  *  150  yards  off  any  bastion.'  Funnel  of  no 
use  to  him ; — ^mere  sign  to  him  that  he  must  go  down 
VOL.  VI.  X 
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into  it,  and  begin  there  again;  with  better  aim,  if  pos- 
sible. And  then  Gribeauval's  tormentings;  never  were 
the  like !  Gribeauval  has,  all  round  under  the  Glacis, 
mine-galleries,  or  main-roads  for  Countermining,  ready 
to  his  hand  (mine-gaUeries  built  by  Friedrich,  while 
lately  proprietor);  there  Gribeauval  is  hearkening  the 
beat  of  Lefebvre's  picks:  "Ten  yards  from  us,  think 
you?  Six  yards?  Get  a  30  hundred- weight  of  cham- 
ber ready  for  him!"  And  will,  at  the  right  moment, 
blow  Lefebvre's  gallery  about  his  ears; — sometimes 
burst  in  upon  him  bodily  with  pistol  and  cutlass,  or 
still  worse,  with  explosive  sulphur-balls,  choke-pots,  and 
infinitudes  of  malodour  instantaneously  developed  on 
Lefebvre, — ^which  mean  withal,  "  You  will  have  to  begin 
again,  Monsieur !"  Enough  to  drive  a  Lefebvre  out  of 
his  wits.  Twice,  or  oftener,  Lefebvre,  a  zealous  crea- 
ture, but  a  thin-skinned,  flew  out  into  open  paroxysm; 
wept,  invoked  the  gods,  threatened  suicide:  so  that 
Friedrich  had  to  console  him,  "  Courage,  you  wiU  man- 
age it ;  make  chicanes  on  Gribeauval,  as  he  does  on 
you," — ^and  suggested  that  powder-sac^  instead  of  deal- 
box,  which  we  just  mentioned. 

Friedrich's  patience  seems  to  have  been  great;  but 
in  the  end  he  began  to  think  the  time  long.  He  was  in 
three  successive  headquarters,  Dittmannsdorf,  Peters- 
waldau,  Bogendorf,  nearer  and  nearer;*  at  length  quite 
near  (Bogendorf  within  a  couple  of  miles) ;  and  wonder- 
ing Gazetteers  reported  him  on  horseback,  examining 
minutely  the  parallels  and  siege-works, — ^with  a  singular 
indifference  to  the  cannon-balls  ^ying about  ("Not  easy 
to  hit  a  small  object  with  cannon!"),  and  intent  only 
on  giving  Tauentzien  suggestions,  admonitions,  and  new 
orders.    Here,  prior  to  Bogendorf,  are  three  snatches  of 

•  See  Map,  p.  306  a. 
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writing,  which  successively  have  indications  for  us.  King 
to  Prince  Henri: 

Peterswaldau  (King  has  just  shifted  hither,  August  10th,  on 
the  Bevem-i?«Mj/i«n6acA  score;  continues  here  till  September 
23d),  August  IStfj,  1762.  ♦  ♦  «  You  are  right  to  say,  ^  We 
«  ourselves  are  our  best  Allies.'  I  am  of  the  same  opinion ; 
"  neverthdess,  it  is  a  clear  duty  and  call  of  prudence  to  try 
'^  and  alleviate  the  burden  as  much  as  possible :  and  I  own  to 
^  you,  that  if,  after  all  I  have  written,  the  thing  fails  this  time" 
(as  it  does),  "  I  shall  be  obliged  to  grant  that  there  is  nothing 

"  to  be  made  of  those  Turks." "  We  are  now  in  the  press 

"  of  our  crisis  as  to  Schweidnitz.  The  Siege  advances  beauti- 
"  fully :  but  Beck  is  come  hereabouts,  Lacy  naasked  behind  him ; 
"  and  I  cannot  yet  tell  you"  (not  tiU  Reichenbach  and  the  16th) 
"  whether  the  Enemy  intends  some  big  adventure  for  disengaging 
"  Schweidnitz,  or  will  content  himself  with  disturbing  and  an- 
^  noying  us." 

PeterawaldaUj  9i7i  September,  ^  Springs,  water-threads  coming 
^  into  our  mines  delay  us  a  Utile :  "  by  the  12th"  (in  3  days  time^ 
little  thinking  it  would  be  30  days  I)  "  I  stiU  hope  to  despatch  you 
^  a  courier  with  the  news.  All  is  over !  Your  Nephew"  (Prince  of 
Prussia)  "  is  out  today  assisting  in  a  forage ;  he  begins  to  kindle 
^'  into  fine  action.  We  are  nothing  but  pygmies  in  compaiison 
*^  to  him"  (in  point  of  physical  stature) ;  "  imagine  to  yourself 
"  Prince  Franz"  (of  Brunswick ;  killed,  poor  fellow,  at  Hoch- 
kirch),  "  only  taller  still ;  this  is  the  figure  of  him  at  present." 

Peterswaldauj  September  19^.  ♦  *  «  Our  Siege  wearies  all 
**  the  world ;  people  persecute  me  to  know  the  end  of  it ;  I  never 
^*  get  a  Berlin  Letter  without  something  on  that  head ; — and  I 
"  have  no  resource  myself  but  patience.  We  do  all  we  can :  but 
"  I  cannot  hinder  the  enemy  from  defending  himself,  and  Gri- 
"  beauval  from  being  a  clever  fellow : — soon,  however,  surely 
"  soon,  spon,  we  shall  see  the  end.  Our  weather  here  is  like  De- 
^  cember;  the  Seasons  are  as  mad  as  the  Politics  of  Europe. 
"  Finally,  my  dear  Brother,  one  must  shove  Time  on ;  day  f  ol- 
**  lows  day,  and  at  last  we  shall  catch  the  one  that  ends  our 
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24th  Sept.  1762. 
"  laboiirs.  Adieu ;  je  vou8  embrasser^ — ^Here  farther,  from  the 
Siege-ground  itself,  are  some  traceries,  scratchings  by  a  sure 
hand,  which  yield  us  something  of  image.  Date  is  still  only  *  jB^ 
fore  Schweidnitz,'  far  on  in  the  eighth  week : 

September  23rf.  *  This  morning,  before  9,  the  Bang'  (direct 
from  Peterswaldau,  where  he  has  been  lodging  hitherto, — must 
have  breakfasted  rather  tearly)  *  came  into  the  Lines  here : — ^his 
'  quarter  is  now  to  be  at  Bogendorf  near  hand,  in  a  Farmhouse 

*  there.  The  Prince  of  Prussia  was  riding  with  him,  and  Lieu- 
'  tenant-Colonel  von  Anhalt'  (the  Adjutant  whom  we  have  heard 
of) :  *he  looked  at  the  Battery'  lately  ordered  by  him;  '  looked 
'  at  many  things ;  rode  along,  a  good  100  yards,  inside  of  the 

*  vedettes ;  so  that  the  Enemy  noticed  him,  and  fired  violently,' — 
King  decidedly  ignoring.  *  To  Captain  Beauvrye'  (Captain  of 
the  ^liners)  '  he  paid  a  gracious  compliment ;  Major  Lef ebvre 
'  he  rallied  a  little  for  losing  heart,  for  bungling  his  business ; 
'  but  was  not  angry  with  him,  consoled  him  rather ;  bantered 
^  him  on  the  shabbiness  of  his  equipments,  and  made  him  a  gift 
'  of  400  thalers  (60Z.),  to  improve  them.  Lefebvre,  Tauentzien, 
'  and'  another  General  *  dined  with  him  at  Bogendorf  today.'* 

September  2ithy  early.  '  The  Bang  on  horseback  viewed  the 
'  trenches,  rode  close  behind  the  first  parallel,  along  the  midmost 
^  communication-line :  the  Enemy  cannonaded  at  us  horribly 
'  {erachrecklich)  ;  a  ball  struck  down  the  Page  von  Pirch's  horse' 
(Pirch  lay  writhing,  making  moan, — ^plainly  over-much,  thought 
the  Bang) :  '  on  Pirch's  accident,  too,  the  Prince  of  Prussia's 
'  horse  made  a  wild  plunge,  and  pitched  its  rider  aloft  out  of 
'  the  saddle ;  people  thought  the  Prince  was  shot,  and  everybody 
'  was  in  horror :  great  was  the  commotion  ;  only  the  Bang  was 

*  heard  calling  with  a  clear  voice,  "  Pirchy  vergiss  Er  seinen  Sattel 
"  nichtj — ^Pirch,  bring  your  saddle  with  you  I" ' — 

This  of  Pirch  and  the  saddle  is  an  Anecdote  in  wide  circula- 
tion ;  taken  sometimes  as  a  proof  of  Boyal  thrift ;  but  is  mainly 
the  Royal  mode  of  rebuking  Pirch  for  his  weak  behaviour  in  the 
accident  that  had  befallen.    Pirch,  an  ingenious  handy  kind  of 

«  Schoning,  iii.  403,  430,  446. 

*  'Captam  Gotz^s  NoUhooT^  (a  oonspicnous  Captain  here,  Notebook 
still  in  manuscript,  I  think)  :  cited  in  ScJtdning,  iii.  453  et  seq. 
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fellow,  famed  for  his  pranks  and  trickeries  in  those  Page-days, 
had  many  adventures  in  the  world ; — was,  for  one  while,  some- 
thing of  a  notability  among  the  French ;  will  "  teach  you  the 
Prussian  mode  of  drill,"  and  actually  got  leave  to  try  it  "  on  the 
German  Eegiments  in  our  service  r"'^ — died,  finally,  as  Colonel 
of  one  of  these,  at  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar,  in  1783. 

September  25th.  '  Morning  and  noon,  each  time  two  hours, 
^  the  King  was  in  his  new  batteries ;  and,  with  great  satisfaction, 

*  w^atched  the  working  of  them.    This  day  there  dined  with  him 

*  the  Prince  of  Bemburg^  (General  of  Brigade  here),  *  Tauen- 
'  tzien,  Lefebvre,  and  Dieskau'  (head  of  the  Artillery). 

The  King  is  always  riding  about ;  has  now,  virtually,  taken 
charge  of  the  Siege  himself.  *In  Bogendorf,  the  first  night,  he 
'  dismissed  the  Guard  sent  for  him ;  would  have  nothing  there 
'  but  six  chasers  (jdger) :'  an  alarming  case !  ^  After  a  night  or 
'  two,  there  came  always,  without  his  knowledge,  a  dragoon  party 

*  of  30  horse ;  took  post  behind  Bogendorf  Church,  patrolled 
'  towards  Kunzendorf,  Giesdorf,  and  had  three  pickets.' 

September  28th.  ^  Gribeauval  has  sprung  a  mine  last  night ;' 
totally  blown  up  Lefebvre  again  I     *  Engineer-Lieutenants  Ger- 

*  hard  and  Von  Kleist  were  wounded  by  our  own  people ;  Captain 

*  Guyon  was  shot :'  things  all  going  wrong, — ^weather,  I  suspect 
also,  bad.     *  The  King  was  in  dreadful  humour  (sehr  ungnddig) ; 

*  rated  and  rebuked  to  right  and  left :  "  If  it  should  last  till 
"  January,  the  Attack  must  go  on.  Nobody  seems  to  be  able 
"  for  his  business ;  Lefebvre  a  blockhead  (dummer  Teufet),  who 
"  knows  nothing  of  mining :  the  Generals,  too,  where  are  they  f 
^  Every  General  henceforth  is  to  take  his  place  in  the  third 
"  parallel,  at  the  head  of  his  Covering-Party"  (most  exposed  place 
of  all),  "  and  stay  his  whole  twenty-four  hours  there"  (Prince  of 
Anhalt-Bemburg  is  Covering-Party  today ;  I  hope,  in  his  post 
during  this  thunder  I) :  "  Taken  the  Place  can  and  must  be !  We 
"  have  the  misfortune.  That  a  stupid  Engineer  who  knows  no- 
"  thing  of  his  art  has  the  direction ;  and  a  General  without  sense 

'  Voltaire's  wondering  Beport  of  him  (^Femey,  7th  December  1774'), 
and  Friedrich^B  quiet  Answer  Q  Berlin,  28th  December  1774*)  :  in  (Euvres 
de  FredSric,  xziii  297,  301.  Bodenbeck  (ii  198-200)  has  a  alight  ''  ^lo- 
graphy''  of  Pirch. 
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7th-9th  Oct  1762. 
"  in  Sieging  has  the  command.  Everybody  is  at  a  nonplus^  it 
"  appears !  Not  all  our  Artillery  can  silence  that  Front-fire ;  not 
"  in  a  single  place  can  Thirty  stapid  Miners  get  into  the  Fort." 
'  Today  and  yesterday  the  King  spoke  neither  to  General  Tanen- 
*  tzien  nor  to  Major  Lefebvre ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Anhalt 
^  had  to  give  all  the  Orders.'     An  electric  kind  of  day  I 

The  weather  is  becoming  wet.  In  fact,  there  ensue 
whole  weeks  of  rain, — the  trenches  swimming,  service 
very  hard.  Guasco's  gmis  are  many  of  them  dismomited ; 
no  Daim  to  be  heard  of.  Guasco  again  and  again  pro- 
poses modified  capitulations;  answer  always,  "  Prisoners 
of  War  on  the  common  terms."  Guasco  is  wearing  low: 
October  7th  (Lefebvre  sweating  and  pufiing  at  his  last 
Globe  of  Expression,  hoping  to  hit  the  mark  this  last 
time),  an  accidental  grenade  from  Tauentzien,  above 
ground,  rolled  into  one  of  Guasco's  powder-vaults;  blew 
it,  and  a  good  space  of  Wall  along  with  it,  into  wreck; 
two  days  after  which,  Guasco  had  finished  his  Capitu- 
lating;— and  we  get  done  with  this  wearisome  affair.^ 
Guasco  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  King;  praised  for 
his  excellent  defence.  Prisoners  of  War  his  Garrison 
and  he;  about  9,000  of  them  still  on  their  feet;  their 
entire  loss  had  been  3,552  killed  and  woimded;  that  of 
the  Prussians  3,033.  Poor  Guasco  died,  in  Konigsberg, 
still  prisoner,  before  the  Peace  came. 

Of  Austrian  fighting  in  Silesia,  this  proved  to  be  the 
last,  in  the  present  Controversy  which  has  endured  so 
long.  No  thought  of  fighting  is  in  Daun ;  far  the  reverse. 
Daun  is  getting  ill  off  for  horse-forage  in  his  Mountains; 
the  weather  is  bad  upon  him;  we  hear  'he  has  had,  for 
some  time  past,  12,000  labourers'  palisading  and  forti- 

*  Tempelliof ,  vi.  122-220 ;  Tagehuch  von  der  Bdagemng  von  Schwdd- 
nitz  vom  Iten  August  hU  9ten  October  1762  (Seyfurth,  Beylagen^  iii  376- 
479)  ;  Tielke,  &c.  &c. 
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fying  at  the  Passes  of  Bohemia:  "  Truce  for  the  Win- 
ter" is  what  he  proposes.  To  which  the  King  answers, 
"  No ;  unless  you  retire  wholly  within  Bohemia  and 
Glatz  Country:"  this  at  present  Daun  grudged  to  do; 
but  was  forced  to  it,  some  weeks  afterwards,  by  the 
sleets  and  the  snows,  had  there  been  no  other  pressure. 
In  about  three  weeks  hence,  Friedrich,  leaving  Bevem 
in  command  here,  and  a  Silesia  more  or  less  adjusted, 
made  for  Saxony;  whither  important  reinforcements  had 
preceded  him, — ^reinforcements  under  General  Wied,  the 
instant  it  was  possible.  Saxony  he  had  long  regarded 
as  the  grand  point,  were  Schweidnitz  over :  "  Recapture 
Dresden,  and  they  will  have  to  give  us  Peace  this  very 
Winter !"  Daun,  also  with  reinforcements,  followed  him 
to  Saxony,  as  usual;  but  never  quite  arrived,  or  else 
found  matters  settled  on  arriving; — ^and  will  not  require 
farther  mention  in  this  History.  He  died  some  three 
years  hence,  age  60;^  an  honourable,  imperturbable, 
eupeptic  kind  of  man,  sufficiently  known  to  readers  by 
this  time. 

Friedrich  did  not  recapture  Dresden;  far  enough 
from  that, — though  Peace  came  all  the  same.  Hardly  a 
week  after  our  recovery  of  Schweidnitz,  StoUberg  and 
his  Reichsfolk,  especially  his  Austrians,  became  unex- 
pectedly pert  upon  Henri;  pressed  forward  (October 
15th),  in  overpowering  force,  into  his  Posts  about  Frey- 
berg,  Pretschendorf,  and  that  south-western  Reich-ward 
part :  "  No  more  invadings  of  Bohemia  from  you,  Mon- 
seigneur;  no  more  tormentmgs  of  the  Reich;  here  is 
other  work  for  you,  my  Prince !" — and  in  spite  of  all 
Prince  Henri  could  do,  drove  him  back,  clear  out  of 
Freyberg;  north-westward,  towards  Hiilsen  and  his  re- 

•  '  5th  February  1766 ;' '  bom,  24th  September  1705*  (HmsAjv,  Oes^- 
rekhischer  Plutarch,  ii  80-111). 
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serves.^^  Giving  him,  in  this  manner,  what  soldiers  call 
a  slap;  slap  which  might  have  been  more  considerable, 
had  those  Stollberg  people  followed  it  up  with  emphasis. 
But  they  did  not;  so  alert  was  Henri.  Henri  at  once 
rallied  beautifully  from  his  slap  (King's  reinforcements 
coming,  too,  as  we  have  said) ;  and,  in  ten-days  time, 
^  without  any  reinforcement,  paid  Stollberg  and  Company 
by  a  stunning  blow:  Batde  of  Freyherg  (October  29th), 
— ^which  must  not  go  without  mention,  were  it  only  as 
Prince  Henri's  sole  Battle,  and  the  last  of  this  War. 
Preparatory  to  which  and  its  sequel,  let  us  glance  again 
at  Duke  Ferdinand  and  the  English-French  posture, — 
also  for  the  last  time. 

CannoTiade  at  AmOnehurg  (21st  September  1762).    *  The  con- 
^troversies  about  right  or  left  bank  of  the  Fulda  have  been 

*  settled  long  since  in  Ferdinand's  favour ;  who  proceeded  next 

*  to  blockade  the  various  French  strongholds  in  Hessen ;  Mar- 

*  burg,  Ziegenhayn,  especially  Cassel ;  with  an  eye  to  besieging 

*  the  same,  and  rooting  the  French  pennanently  out.     To  pre- 

*  vent  or  delay  which,  what  can  Soubise  and  D'Estr^es  do  but 

*  send  for  their  secondary  smaller  Army,  which  is  in  the  Lower- 
^  Rhine  Country  under  a  Prince  de  Cond6,  mostly  idle  at  pre- 

*  sent,  to  come  and  join  them  in  the  critical  regions  here. 
^  Whereupon  new  Controversy  shifting  westward  to  the  Mayn 

*  and  Nidda-Lahn  Country,  to  achieve  said  Junction  and  to 

*  hinder  it.  Junction  was  not  to  be  hindered.  The  D'Estrees- 
'  Soubise  people  and  young  Cond6  made  good  manoeuvering, 
'  handsome  fight  on  occasion ;  so  that  in  spite  of  all  the  Erb- 

*  prinz  could  do,  they  got  hands  joined;  far  too  strong  for  the 
^  Erbprinz  thenceforth ;  and  on  the  last  night  of  August  were 

*  all  fairly  together,  headquarter  Friedberg  in  Frankfurt  Coun- 
^  try  (a  thirty  miles  north  of  Frankfurt) ;  and  were  earnestly  con- 

'•  Bericht  von  dem  Angriffso  am  15ten  October  1762  van  der  RekJu- 
Armee  aufdie  Kdniglich'Freuasischen  unter  dem  Frinzen  Heinrich  gesckehen 
(Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iii.  362-364).  Ausfuhrlicher  Bericht  von  der  den  I5ten 
October  1762  bey  Brand  vorgefalUnen  Action  (Ibid.  ilL  350-362).  Tern- 
pelhof ,  vi.  238. 
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*  sidering  the  now  not  hopeless  question^  "  How,  or  by  what  routes 
"  and  methods,  push  to  north-westward,  get  through  to  those 
"  blockaded  Hessian  Strong-places,  Cassel  especially ;  and  hinder 
"  Ferdinand's  besieging  them,  and  quite  outrooting  us  there  I" 

*  This  is  a  difficult  question,  but  a  vital.     "  Sweep  rapidly 

*  past  Ferdinand,— cannot  we?     Well  frontward  or  westward  of 

*  him,  dexterously  across  the  Lahn  and  its  Branches  (our  light 

*  people  are  to  rear  of  him,  on  this  side  of  the  Fulda,  between 
^  the  Fulda  and  him) :  once  joined  with  those  light  people  by 

*  such  methods,  we  have  Cassel  ahead,  Ferdinand  to  reai^  and 

*  will  make  short  work  with  the  blockades, — ^the  blockades  will 

*  have  to  rise  in  a  hurry !"  This  was  the  plan  devised  by  D'Es- 
^  tr^s ;  and  rapidly  set  about ;  but  it  was  seen  into,  at  the  first 
^  step,  by  Ferdinand,  who  proved  stiU  more  rapid  upon  it.   Camp- 

*  ings,  counter-campings,  crossings  of  the  Lahn  by  D'Estrtes 

*  people,  then  recrossings  of  it,  ensued  for  above  a  fortnight ; 

*  which  are  not  for  mention  here :  in  fine,  about  the  middle  of 
^  September,  the  lyEstr^es  Enterprise  had  plainly  become  im- 
^  possible,  unless  it  could  get  across  the  Ohm, — an  eastern,  or 

*  wide-circling  north-eastern  Branch  of  the  Lahn, — ^where,  on 
^  the  right  or  eastern  bank  of  which,  as  better  for  him  than  the 
^  Lahn  itself  in  this  part,  Ferdinand  now  is.  "  Across  the  Ohm : 
^  and  that,  how  can  that  be  done,  the  provident  Ferdinand  having 
"  laid  hold  of  Ohm,  and  secured  every  pass  of  it,  several  days 
"  ago !    Perhaps  by  a  Surprisal ;  by  extreme  despatch  f 

^  Amoneburg  is  a  pleasant  little  Town,  about  thirty  miles 
^  east  of  Marburg, — ^in  which  latter  we  have  been,  in  very  old 

*  times ;  looking  after  St.  Elizabeth,  Teutsch  Ritters,  Philip  the 
^  Magnanimous,  and  other  objects.    Amoneburg  stands  on  the 

*  left  or  western  bank  of  the  Ohm,  with  an  old  Schloss  in  it, 

*  and  a  Bridge  near  by ;  both  of  which,  Ferdinand,  the  left  or 

*  southmost  wing  of  whose  Position  on  the  other  bank  of  Ohm  is 

*  hereabouts,  has  made  due  seizure  of.     Seizure  of  the  Bridge, 

*  first  of  all, — ^Bridge  with  a  Mill  at  it  (which,  in  consequence,  is 

*  called  BrUeken-Mtihley  Bridge-Mill), — ^at  the  eastern  end  of  this 

*  there  is  a  strong  Bedoubt,  with  the  Bridge-way  blocked  and 
^  rammed  ahead  of  it ;  there  Ferdinand  has  put  200  men ;  500 

*  more  are  across  in  Amoneburg  and  its  old  Castle.  Unless  by  sur- 
^  prisal  and  extreme  despatch,  there  is  clearly  no  hope  I    Ferdi- 
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^  nand's  headquarter  is  seven  or  eight  miles  to  north-west  of  this 
^  his  Briicken-Miihle  and  extreme  left ;  next  to  Briicken-Miihle 

*  is  Zastrow's  Division ;  next^  again^  is  Granb/s ;  several  Divi- 
^  sions  between  Ferdinand  and  it :  "  Do  it  by  sorprisal,  by  utmost 

*  force  of  vehemency  F'  say  the  French.     And  accordingly, 

^  September  2Ui  (day  of  the  Equinox  1762),  ^  An  hour  before 
^  sunrise,  there  began,  quite  on  the  sudden,  a  vivid  attack  on  the 

*  Briicken-Muhle  and  on  Amoneburg,  by  cannon,  by  musketry, 
^  by  all  methods ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  alert  and  completely  ob- 
^  stinate  resistance,  would  not  cease ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  seemed 

*  to  be  on  the  increasing  hand,  new  cannon,  new  musketries ;  and 
^  went  on,  hour  after  hour,  ever  the  more  vivid.  So  that,  about 
^  8  in  the  morning,  after  three  hours  of  this,  Zastrow,  with  his 

*  Division,  had  to  intervene :  to  range  himself  on  the  Hill-top 
^  behind  this  Briicken-Miihle ;  replac5e  the  afflicted  200  (many  of 

*  them  hurt,  not  a  few  killed)  by  a  fresh  200  of  his  own ;  who 

*  again  needed  to  be  relieved  before  long.  For  the  French,  whom 
^  Zastrow  had  to  imitate  in  that  respect,  kept  bringing  up  more 

*  cannon,  ever  more,  ajs  if  they  would  bring  up  all  the  cannon  of 
^  their  Army;  and  there  rose  between  Zastrow  and  them  such  a 
'  cannonade,  for  length  and  loudness  together,  as  had  not  been 
^  heard  in  this  War.  Most  furious  cannonading,  musketading ; 
^  and  seemingly  no  end  to  it.  Ferdinand  himself  came  over  to 
^  ascertain ;  found  it  a  hot  thing  indeed.    Zastrow  had  to  relieve 

*  his  200  every  hour :  "  Don't  go  down  in  rank,  you  new  ones," 

*  ordered  he ; — "  slide,  leap,  descend  the  hill-face  in  scattered 
'  form :  rank  at  the  bottom  I" — and  generally  about  half  of  the 

*  old  200  were  left  dead  or  lamed  by  their  hou/s  work.     "  They 

*  intend  to  have  this  Bridge  from  us  at  any  cost,"  thinks  Ferdi- 
^  nand ;  ^^  and  at  any  cost  they  shall  not  I"  And,  in  the  end,  orders 
^  Granby  forward,  in  room  of  Zastrow  who  has  had  some  eight 
^  hours  of  it  now;  and  rides  home  to  look  after  his  main  quarters. 

^  It  was  about  4  in  the  afternoon  when  Granby  and  his  £ng- 
^  Hsh  came  into  the  fire ;  and  I  rather  think  the  French  onslaught 
^was,  if  anything^  more  furious  than  ever: — ^Despair  striding 
^  visibly  forward  on  it,  or  something  too  like  Despair.  Amone- 
^  burg  they  had  battered  to  pieces,  Wall  and  Schloss,  so  that  the 
^  500  had  to  ground  arms :  but  not  an  inch  of  way  had  they 
'  made  upon  the  Bridge,  nor  were  Hke  to  make.    Granby  con- 
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^  tmued  on  the  old  plan,  P^Ji^  ^  ^  diligences  and  artilleries ; 

*  needing  them  all.    Fierce  work  to  a  degree :  "  200  of  you  go 

*  down  on  wings"  (in  an  hour  about  100  will  come  back)  !    In 

*  English  Families  you  will  still  hear  some  vague  memory  of 
'  Amoneburg,  How  we  had  built  walls  of  the  dead,  and  fired 
'  from  behind  them, — ^French  more  and  more  furious,  we  more 

*  and  more  obstinate.     Ghunby  had  still  four  hours  of  it ;  sunset, 

*  twilight,  dusk ;  about  8,  the  French,  in  what  spirits  I  can  guess, 
'  ceased,  and  went  their  way.    Bridge  impossible ;   game  up. 

*  They  had  lost,  by  their  own  account,  1,100  killed  and  wounded ; 
^  Ferdinand  probably  not  fewer.'" 

And  in  this  loud  peal,  what  none  could  yet  ktiow, 
the  French-English  part  of  the  Seven -Years  War  had 
ended.  The  French  attempted  nothing  farther;  hutted 
themselves  where  they  were,  and  waited  in  the  pouring 
rains:  Ferdinand  also  hutted  himself,  in  guard  of  the 
Ohm;  while  his  people  plied  their  Siege-batteries  on 
Cassel,  on  Ziegenhayn,  cannonading  their  best  in  the 
bad  weather; — ^took  Cassel,  did  not  quite  take  Ziegen- 
hayn, had  it  been  of  moment; — and  for  above  six  weeks 
coming  (till  November  7th-14th*2),  nothing  more  but 
skirmishings  and  small  scuffles,  not  worth  a  word  from 
us,  fell  out  between  the  Two  Parties  there.  That  Can- 
nonade of  the  Brucken-Muhle  had  been  finis. 

For  supreme  Bute,  careless  of  the  good  news  coming 
in  on  him  from  West  and  from  East,  or  even  rather  em- 
barrassed by  them,  had  some  time  ago  started  decisively 
npon  the  Peace  Negotiation.  '  September  5th,'  three 
weeks  before  that  of  Amoneburg,  'the  Duke  of  Bedford, 

*  Bute's  Plenipotentiary,  set  out  towards  Paris,— consi- 

*  derably  hissed  on  the  street  here  by  a  sulky  population,* 
it  would  seem; — 'but  sure  of  success  in  Paris.     Bute 

n  Mauvillon,  ii  251 ;  ffelden-Geschichte,  vii.  432-439. 

^  Preliminaries  of  Peace  signed,  ^ Paris,  November  3d;*  known  to 
French  Generals,  *  November  7th ;'  not,  officially,  to  Ferdinand  till  *  No- 
vember 14ih'  (ManviHon,  ii  257> 
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'  shared  in  none  of  the  national  triumphs  of  this  Year. 
'  The  transports  of  rejoicing  which  burst  out  on  the 
'  news  of  Havanah'  were  a  sorrow  and  distress  to  him.^^ 
"  Havanah,  what  shall  we  do  with  it?"  thought  he;  and 
for  his  own  share  answered  stiffly,  "Nothing  with  it; 
fling  it  back  to  them !" — ^till  some  consort  of  his  per- 
suaded him  Florida  would  look  better.^*  Of  Manilla  and 
the  Philippines  he  did  not  even  hear  till  Peace  was  con- 
cluded; had  made  the  Most  Catholic  Carlos  a  present  of 
that  Colony, — ^who  would  not  even  pay  our  soldiers  their 
Manilla  Ransom,  as  too  disagreeable.  Such  is  the  Bute, 
such  and  no  other,  whom  the  satirical  Fates  have  ap- 
pointed to  crown  and  finish  off  the  heroic  Day's- work  of 
such  a  Pitt.  Let  us,  if  we  can  help  it,  speak  no  more  of 
him !  Friedrich  writes  before  leaving  for  Saxony :  "  The 
"  Peace  between  the  English  and  the  French  is  much 
"  farther  off  tiian  was  thought; — so  many  oppositions 
"  do  the  Spaniards  raise,  or  rather  do  the  French, — ^busy 
"  duping  this  buzzard  of  an  English  Minister,  who  has  not 
"  common  sense."^^  Never  fear,  your  Majesty :  a  man 
with  Havanahs  and  Manillas  of  that  kind  to  fling  about 
at  random,  is  certain  to  bring  Peace,  if  resolved  on  it! — 

We  said.  Prince  Henri  rallied  beautifully  from  his 
little  slap,  and  loss  of  Freyberg  (October  15th),  and 
that  the  King  was  sending  Wied  with  reinforcements 
to  him.  In  fact.  Prince  Henri  of  himself  was  all  alert- 
ness, and  instantly  appeared  on  tiie  Heights  again; 
seemingly  quite  in  sanguinary  humour,  and  courting 
Battle,  much  more  than  was  yet  really  the  case.  Which 
cowed  Stoljberg  from  meddling  with  him  farther,  as  he 
might  have  done.     Not  for  some  ten  days  had  Henri 

"  Walpole's  George  the  Third,  ii  191. 

"  Thackeray,  ii  11. 

»  Schoning,  iii.  480  (To  Henri :  '  Petenwaldan,  17th  October  1762'). 
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finished  his  arrangements;  and  then,  under  cloud  of 
night  (28^A-29^A  October  1762),  he  did  break  forward 
on  those  Spittelwalds  and  Michael's  Mounts,  and  mul- 
tiplex impregnabilities  about  Freyberg,  in  what  was 
thought  a  very  shining  manner.  The  Batde  ofFreyherg^ 
I  think,  is  five  or  six  miles  long,  all  on  the  west,  and 
finally  on  the  south-west  side  of  Freyberg  (north  and 
north-west  sides,  with  so  many  batteries  and  fortified 
villages,  are  judged  unattackable) ;  and  the  main  stress, 
very  hea^y  for  some  time,  lay  in  the  abatis  of  the  Spit- 
telwald  (where  Seidlitz  was  sublime),  and  about  the 
roots  of  St.  Michael's  Mount  (the  top  of  it  StoUberg, 
or  some  fooUsh  General  of  StoUberg's,  had  leffc  empty; 
nobody  there  when  we  reached  the  top), — down  from 
which,  Freyberg  now  lying  free  ahead  of  us,  and  the 
Spittelwald  on  our  left  now  also  ours,  we  take  StoUberg 
in  rear,  and  turn  him  inside  out.  The  Battle  lasted  only 
three  hours,  till  StoUberg  and  his  Maguires,  Campitellis, 
and  Austrians  (especially  his  Reichsfolk,  who  did  no 
work  at  all,  except  at  last  running),  were  aU  under 
way;  and  the  hopes  of  some  Saxon  Victory  to  balance 
one's  disgraces  in  SUesia  had  altogether  vanished.^^ 

Of  Austrians  and  Reichsfolk  together  I  dimly  count 
about  40,000,  in  this  Action;  Prince  Henri  seems  to 
have  been  weU  under  30,000.^''  I  wUl  give  Prince 
Henri's  Despatch  to  his  Brother  (a  most  modest  Piece) ; 
and  cannot  afford  to  say  more  of  the  matter, — except 
that  '  Wegfurth,^  where  Henri  gets  on  march  the  night 
before,  Ues  8  or  more  nules  west-by-north  of  Freyberg 
and  the  Spittelwald,  and  is  about  as  far  straight  south 

"  Beschreihung  der  am  ^sten  October  1762  hey  Freyberg  vorgefaUenen 
Schlacht  (Seyfarth,  Beylagen,  iiL  365-376).  Tempelhof,  vi.  235-258 ;  Rel- 
den'Oeschichte^  vii.  177-181. 

.  "  '29  battalions,  60  squadrons,'  vertrus  *49  battalions,  68  squadrons' 
(Schoning,  iiL  499). 
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from  Hainichen,  Gellert's  birthplace,  who  afterwards  got 
the  War-horse  now  coming  into  action, — I  sometimes 
think,  with  what  surprise  to  that  quadruped ! 

Prince  Henri  to  the  King  (Battle  just  done ;  'King  on  the  road 
from  Silesia  hither,  Letter  meets  him  at  Lowenberg). 

"  Freyberg,  29th  October  1762. 
"  My  dearest  Brother, — ^It  is  a  happiness  for  me  to  send  you 
"  the  agreeable  news,  That  your  Aimy  has  this  day  gained  a 
"  considerable  advantage  over  the  combined  Austrian  andReichs 
^  Army.  I  marched  yesternight ;  I  had  got  on  tlux)ugh  Weg- 
"  forth,  leaving  Spittelwald*®  to  my  left,  with  intent  to  seize" 
(storm,  if  necessary)  "  the  Height  of  St.  Michael, — ^when  I  came 
"  upon  the  Enemy's  Army.  I  made  two  true  attacks,  and  two 
"  false :  the  Enemy  resisted  obstinately ;  but  the  sustained  valour 
"  of  your  troops  prevailed :  and,  after  three  hours  in  fire,  the 
"  Enemy  was  obliged  to  yield  everywhere.  I  don't  yet  know 
"  the  number  of  Prisoners ;  but  there  must  be  above  4,000 : — 
"  the  Reichs  Army  has  lost  next  to  nothing ;  the  stress  of  effort 
^^  fell  to  the  Austrian  share.  We  have  got  quantities  of  Cannon 
"  and  Flags ;  Lieutenant-General  Roth  of  the  Reichs  Army  is 
"  among  our  Prisoners.  I  reckon  we  have  lost  from  2  to  3,000 
"  men ;  among  them  no  OflScer  of  mark.  Lieutenant-General 
"  von  Seidlitz  rendered  me  the  highest  services ;  in  a  place 
"  where  the  Cavalry  coiJd  not  act"  (border  of  the  Spittelwald, 
and  its  impassable  entanglements  and  obstinacies),  "he  put  him- 
*^  self  at  the  head  of  the  Infantry,  and  did  signal  services"  (his 
Battle  mainly,  scheming  and  all,  say  some  ill-natured  private 
accounts);  "Generals  Belling  and  Kleist"  (renowned  Colonels 
known  to  us,  now  become  Major-Generals)  "  did  their  very 
^^  best.  All  the  Infantry  was  admirable ;  not  one  battalion 
"yielded  ground.  My  Aide-de-Camp"  (Kalkreuth,  a  famous 
man  in  the  Napoleon  times  long  after),  "  who  brings  you  this, 
*^  had  charge  of  assisting  to  conduct  the  attack  through  the 
"  Spittelwald"  (and  did  it  well,  we  can  suppose) :  "  if,  on  that 
"  ground,  you  pleased  to  have  the  goodness  to  advance  him,  I 
"  should  have  my  hiunble  thanks  to  give  you.     There  are  a 

"  Tempelhof,  p.  237. 
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^  good  many  Officers  who  have  distingtdshed  themselves  and 
**  behaved  with  coura^  for  wh(»n  I  shall  present  similar  re- 
"  quests.  You  will  permit  me  to  pay  those  who  have  taken 
**  cannons  and  flags"  (100  ducats  per  cannon^  50  per  flag,  or 
whatever  the  tariff  was : — "  By  all  manner  of  means  T  his  Ma- 
jesty would  answer). 

"The  Enemy  is  retbing  towards  Dresden  and  Dippoldis- 
^  walda.  I  am  sending  at  his  heels  this  night,  and  shall  hear 
^  the  result.  My  Aide-de-Oarap  is  acquainted  with  all,  and  will 
**  be  able  to  render  you  account  of  everything  you  may  wish  to 
^  know  in  regard  to  our  "present  circumstances.  General  Wied, 
^I  believe,  will  cross  Elbe  tomorrow^  (General  Wied,  with 
10,000  to  help  us, — ^for  whom  it  was  too  dangerous  to  wait,  or 
perhaps  there  was  a  spur  on  one's  own  mind?);  "his  arrival 
"  would  be"  (not  ^  would  have  been :'  cela  mendraity  not  even 
viendrd)  "  very  opportime  for  me.  I  am,  with  all  attachment, 
"  my  dearest  Brother, — ^your  most  devoted  Servant  and  Bro- 
« ther,— Hekri.''^^ 

Tomorrow,  in  cipher,  goes  the  following  Despatch : 

"  Freyberg,  30th  October  1762. 

"  General  Wied"  (not  yet  come  to  hand,  or  even  got  across 
Elbe)  "  informs  me,  That  Prince  Albert  of  Saxony"  (pushing 
hither  with  reinforcement,  sent  by  Daxm)  "must  have  crossed 
"  Elbe  yesterday  at  Pima"  (did  not  show  face  here,  with  his 
large  reinforcements  to  them,  or  what  would  have  become  of 
us !) ; — "  and  that  for  this  reason  he,  Wied,  must  himself  cross ; 
"  which  he  will  tomorrow.  The  same  day  I  am  to  be  joined  by 
"  some  battalions  from  General  Hiilsen ;  and  the  day  after  to- 
"  morrow,  when  General  Wied"  (coming  by  Meissen  Bridge,  it 
.appears)  "  shall  have  reached  the  Katzenhauser,  the  whole  of 
"  General  Hiilsen's  troops  vnil  join  me.  Directly  thereupon  I 
"  shall — ^^^  Or  no  more  of  that  second  Despatch ;  Friedrich's 
Letter  in  Response  is  better  worth  giving : 

"  Lowenberg,  2d  November  1762. 

"  My  dear  Brother, — ^The  arrival  of  Kalkreuter^'  (so  he  per- 
sists in  calling  him),  "  and  of  your  Letter,  my  dear  Brother,  has 

»  Schoning,  iii.  491,  492.  »  Ibid.  p.  493. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


320       FRIEDRICH  NOT  TO  BE  OTERWHELMED.      [Book  XX. 

29th  0ct.-4th  Nov.  1762. 
"  made  me  twent/'  (not  to  say  forty)  "  years  younger :  yester- 
"  day  I  was  sixty,  today  hardly  eighteen.  I  bless  Heaven  for 
"  preserving  you  in  health  (bonne  santSy^  so  we  te^n  escape  of 
lesion  in  fight) ;  "  and  that  things  have  passed  so  happily  I  You 
"  took  the  good  step  of  attacking  those  who  meant  to  attack  you ; 
"  and,  by  your  good  and  solid  measures  (dispositions)^  you  have 
"  overcome  all  the  diflSculties  of  a  strong  Post  and  a  vigorous  re- 
**  sistance.  It  is  a  service  so  important  rendered  by  you  to  the 
"  State,  that  I  cannot  enough  express  my  gratitude,  and  will  wait 
"  to  do  it  in  person. 

"  Kalkreuter  will  explain  what  motions  P' —  *  *  "  If  For- 
"  tune  favour  our  views  on  Dresden"  (which  it  cannot  in  the 
least,  at  this  late  season),  "  we  shall  indubitably  have  Peace  this 
"  Winter  or  next  Spring, — ^and  get  honourably  out  of  a  difficult 
*^  and  perilous  conjuncture,  where  we  have  often  seen  ourselves 
"  within  two  steps  of  total  destruction.  And,  by  this  which  you 
**  have  now  done,  to  you  alone  will  belong  the  honour  .of  having 
"  given  the  final  stroke  to  Austrian  Obstinacy,  and  laid  the  f  oun- 
^  dations  of  the  Public  Happiness,  which  will  be  the  consequence 
''  of  Peace.— F."" 

Two  days  after  this,  November  4th,  Friedrich  is  in 
Meissen;  November  9th,  he  comes  across  to  Freyberg; 
has  a  pleasant  day, — ^pleasant  survey  of  the  Battlefiield, 
Henri  and  Seidlitz  escorting  as  guides,  Hemi,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  Dresden  project,  has  Kleist  out  on  the 
Bohemian  Magazines, — "  That  is  the  one  way  to  clear 
Dresden  neighbourhood  of  Enemies !"  tbTnlra  Henri  al- 
ways. Kleist  bums  the  considerable  magazine  of  Saatz; 
finds  .the  grand  one  of  Leitmeritz  too  well  guarded  for 
him : — ^upon  which,  in  such  snowdrifls  and  sleefy  deluges, 
is  not  Dresden  plainly  impossible,  your  Majesty?  Im- 
possible, Friedrich  admits, — ^the  rather  as  he  now  sees 
Peace  to  be  coming  without  that.  Freyberg  has  at  last 
broken  the  back  of  Austrian  Obstinacy.  "  Go  in  upon 
the  Reich,"  Friedrich  now  orders  Kleist,  the  instant 

«  SchoniBg,  iii.  495,  496. 
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Kleist  is  home  from  his  Bohemian  imroad :  "  In  upon  the 

Reich,  with  6,000,  in  your  old  style !    That  will  dispose 

the  Reichs  Principalities  to  Peace." 

Kleist  marched,  November  3d;  kept  the  Reich  in 
paroxysm,  till  December  13th; — ^Plotho,  meanwhile,  pro- 
claiming in  the  Reichs  Diet :  "  Such  Reichs  Princes  as 
wish  for  Peace  with  my  King  can  have  it;  those  that 
prefer  War,  they  too  can  have  it !"  Kleist,  dividing  him- 
self in  the  due  artistic  way,  flew  over  the  Voigtland,  on 
to  Bamberg,  on  to  Niimberg  itself  (which  he  took,  by 
sounding  ram's-homs,  as  it  were,  having  no  gun  heavier 
than  a  carbine,  and  held  for  a  week)  ;^ — ^fluttering  the 
Reichs  Diet  not  a  littie,  and  disposing  everybody  for 
Peace*  The  Austrians  saw  it  with  pleasure,  "We  so- 
lemnly engaged  to  save  these  poor  people  harmless,  on 
their  joining  us; — ^and,  behold,  it  has  become  thrice  and 
four  times  impossible.  Let  them  fall  off  into  Peace,  like 
ripe  pears,  of  themselves ;  we  can  then  turn  round  and 
say,  'Save  you  harmless?  Yes;  if  you  hadn't  fallen 
off!' " 

November  24itky  all  Austrians  make  Truce  with  Fried- 
rich,  Truce  tiU  March  Ist; — all  Austrians,  and  what  is 
singular,  with  no  mention  of  the  Reich  whatever.  The 
Reich  is  defenceless,  at  the  feet  of  Kleist  and  his  6,000. 
Stollberg  is  still  in  Prussian  neighbourhood;  and  may 
be  picked  up  any  day!  Stollberg  hastens  off  to  defend 
the  Reich;  finds  the  Reich  quite  empty  of  enemies  be- 
fore his  arrival; — ^and  at  least  saves  his  own  skin.  A 
month  or  two  more,  and  Stollberg  will  lay  down  his 
Command,  and  the  last  Reichs-Execution  Army,  plajong 
Farce-Tragedy  so  long,  make  its  exit  from  the  Theatre 
of  this  World. 


»  Heldm*GeBchichU,  yii  186-194. 
VOL.  VI.  Y 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

PEACE  OF  HUBERTSBURG. 

The  Prussian  troops  took  Winter-quarters  in  the  Meis- 
sen-Freyberg  region,  the  old  Saxon  ground,  familiar  to 
them  for  the  last  three  years :  room  enough  this  Win- 
ter, '  from  Plauen  and  Zwickau,  round  by  Langensaka 
again ;'  Truce  with  everybody,  and  nothing  of  disturb- 
ance till  March  1st  at  soonest.  Th€  usual  recruiting 
went  on,  or  was  preparing  to  go  on, — ^a  part  of  which 
took  immediate  effect,  as  we  shall  see*  Recruiting,  re- 
fitting, "  Be  ready  for  a  new  Campaign,  in  any  case : 
the  readier  we  are,  the  less  our  chance  of  having  one !" 
Friedrich's  headquarter  is  Leipzig;  but  till  December 
5th,  he  does  not  get  thither.  "  More  business  on  me  than 
ever !"  complains  he.  At  Leipzig  he  had  hb  Nephews, 
his  D'Argens;  for  a  week  or  two  his  Brother  Henri; 
finally,  his  Berlin  Mimsters,  especially  Herzberg,  when 
actual  Peace  came  to  be  the  matter  in  hand.  Henri, 
before  that,  had  gone  home:  "Peace  being  now  the 
likelihood; — ^Home;  and  recruit  one's  poor  health,  at 
Berlin,  among  friends!" 

Before  getting  to  Leipzig,  the  King  paid  a  flying 
Yisit  at  Gotha; — ^probably  now  the  one  fraction  of  these 
manifold  Winter  movements  and  employments,  in  which 
readers  could  take  interest.     Of  this,  as  there  happens 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  XTTT.]  PHAGE  OP  HUBEBTSBUBG.  323 

3d  Dec  1762. 

to  be  some  record  left  of  it,  here  is  what  will  suffice. 
From  Meissen,  Friedrich  writes  to  his  bright  Grand- 
Duchess,  always  a  bright,  high  and  noble  creature  in 
his  eyes :  "  Authorised  by  your  approval"  (has  politely 
inquired  beforehand),  "  I  shall  have  the  infinite  satisfac- 
"  tion  of  paying  my  duties  on  December  3d"  (four  days 
hence),  "and  of  reiterating  to  you,  Madame,  my  live- 
"  liest  and  sincerest  assurances  of  esteem  and  friend- 
"  ship."  *  *  *  Some  of  my  Commissariat  people  have 
'  been  misbehaving?  Strict  inquiry  shall  be  had,'^ — ^and 
we  soon  find,  was.    But  the  Visit  is  our  first  thing. 

The  Visit  took  place  accordingly;  Seidlitz,  a  man 
known  in  Gotha  ever  since  his  fine  scenic-military  pro- 
cedures there  in  1767,  accompanied  the  King.  Of  the 
lucent  individualities  invited  to  meet  him,  all  are  now 
lost  to  me,  except  one  Putter,  a  really  learned  Gottingen 
Professor  (deep  in  Rekhs-History  and  the  like),  whom 
the  Duchess  has  summoned  over.  By  the  dim  lucency 
of  Putter,  faint  to  most  of  us  as  a  rushlight  in  the  act  of 
going  out,  the  available  part  of  our  imagination  must 
try  to  figure,  in  a  kind  of  Obliterated-Rembrandt  way, 
this  glorious  Evening;  for  there  was  but  one, — Decem- 
ber 3d-4th, — Friedrich  having  to  leave  early  on  the  4th. 
Here  is  Putter's  record,  given  in  the  third  person : 

*  During  dinner.  Putter,  honourably  present  among 
'  the  spectators  of  this  high  business,  was  beckoned  by 

*  the  Duchess  to  step  near  the  King'  (right  hand  or  left, 
Putter  does  not  say) ;  but  '  the  King  graciously  turned 

*  round,  and  conversed  with  Putter.'     The  King  said : 

King.  "  In  German  History  much  is  still  buried ;  many  im- 
"  portant  Documents  lie  hidden  in  Monasteries."  Putter  answered 
'  schicJdich — ^fitly ;'  that  is  all  we  know  of  Putter's  answer. 

^  To  the  Grand-DitcheBS,  'MdaBen,  29th  Noyember*  ((Euvres  de  Fre- 
deric, xviii.  199). 
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King  (thereupon).  ^^Of  Books  on  Reichs-History  I  know 
'^  only  the  Five  BarriT^ 

Putter.  ♦  ♦  « Foreigners  have  for  most  part  known  only,  in 

regard  to  our  History,  a  Latin  work  written  by  Struve  at  Jena."* 

King.  ^  Struv,  Struvius ;  him  I  don't  know." 

Putter.  "  It  is  a  pity  Barri  had  not  known  German.** 

King.  "Barri  was  a  Lorrainer ;  Barri  must  have  known  Ger- 

"  man  P — ^Then  turning  to  the  Duchess,  on  this  hint  about  the 

German  Language,  he  told  her,  ^  in  a  ringing  merry  tone,  How, 

^  at  Leipzig  once,  he  had  talked  with  Gottsched'  (talk  known  to 

^  us)  on  that  subject,  and  had  said  to  him.  That  the  French  had 

^  many  advantages ;  among  others,  that  a  word  could  often  be 

'  used  in  a  complex  signification,  for  which  you  had  in  German 

'  to  scrape  together  several  different  expressions.    Upon  which 

*  Gottsched  had  said,  "  We  will  have  that  mended  {Das  woUen 

*  vnr  noch  machen)  1"    These  words  the  King  repeated  twice  or 

*  thrice,  with  such  a  tone  that  you  could  well  see  how  the  man's 
^  conceit  had  struck  him  ;* — and  in  short,  as  we  know  already, 
what  a  gigantic  entily,  consisting  of  wind  mainly,  he  took  this 
elevated  Gottsched  to  be. 

Upon  which,  Putter  retires  into  the  honorary  ranks  again ; 
silent,  at  least  to  us,  and  invisible;  as  the  rest  of  this  Eoyal 
Evening  at  Gotha  is.^  Here,  however,  is  the  Letter  following 
on  it  two  days  after : 

Friedrich  to  the  Duchess  of  SachsenrGothcu 

^  Leipzig,  6th  December  1762. 
^^  Madame, — ^I  shoidd  never  have  done,  my  adorable  Duchess^ 
^^  if  I  rendered  you  account  of  all  the  impressions  which  the 
"  friendship  you  lavished  on  me  has  made  on  my  heart.    I  cotdd 

*  Barri  de  Beaumarchaii^  10  voU.  4to,  Paris,  1748 :  I  believe,  an  ex- 
tremely feeble  PiUar  of  Will-o*- Wisps  by  Night; — as  I  can  ezpressly  testify 
Pfeffel  to  be  (Pfeffel,  AhrSgS  Chronologique  de  VHistoire  d'Allemagne,  2 
voll.  4to,  Paris,  1776),  who  has  snooeeded  Barri  as  Patent  Guide  through 
that  vast  Sylva  Sylvarum  and  its  pathless  intricades,  for  the  inquirijag 
French  and  Engliflh. 

*  Bmrkhaxd  Gotthelf  Strove,  SyrUagma  Historia  Germamca  (1730, 
2  voU.  folio). 

*  *  Patter's  Selbstbiographie  (Autobiography),  p.  406  :*  cited  in  Prenss, 
ii277n. 
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^  ¥dsh  to  answer  it  by  entering  into  eveiythiDg  that  can  be 
"  agreeable  to  you"  (conduct  of  my  Recruiters  or  Conunissariat 
people  first  of  all).  "  I  take  the  liberty  of  forwarding  the  Amwers 
"  which  have  come  in  to  the  Two  Mhnoires  you  sent  me.  I  am 
*^  mortified,  Madame,  if  I  have  not  been  able  to  fulfil  completely 
^^  your  desires :  but  if  you  knew  the  situation  I  am  in,  I  flatter 
^*  myself  you  would  have  some  consideration  for  it. 

"  I  have  found  myself  here"  (in  Leipzig^  as  elsewhere)  "  over- 
^^  whehned  with  business,  and  even  to  a  degree  I  had  not  ex- 
^^  pected.  Meanwhile,  if  I  ever  can  manage  again  to  run  over 
^^  and  pay  you  in  person  the  homage  of  a  heart  which  is  more 
^*  attached  to  you  than  that  of  your  near  relations,  assuredly  I 
*^  wiU  not  neglect  the  first  opportunity  that  shall  present  itself. 

*^  Messieurs  the  English"  (Bute,  Bedford  and  Company,  with 
their  Preliminaries  signed,  and  all  my  Westphalian  Provinces  left 
in  a  condition  we  shall  hear  of)  ^  continue  to  betray.  Poor  M. 
^^  Mitchell  has  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  on  hearing  it.  It  is  a 
^^  hideous  thing  (chose  affreuse)  ;  but  I  will  speak  of  it  no  more. 
"  May  you,  Madame,  enjoy  all  the  prosperities  that  I  wish  for 
^^  you,  and  not  forget  a  Friend,  who  wiU  be  till  his  death,  with 
*^  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  the  most  perfect  con- 
**  sideration, — Madame,  your  Highness's  most  faithful  Cousin 
"  and  Servant, — Feibdbioh."* 

For  a  fortnight  past,  Friedrich  has  had  no  doubt 
that  general  Peace  is  now  actually  at  hand.  November 
25th,  ten  days  before  this  visit,  a  Saxon  Privy-Coun- 
cillor, Baron  von  Fritsch,  who,  by  Order  from  his  Court, 
had  privately  been  at  Vienna  on  the  errand,  came  pri- 
vately next,  with  aU  speed,  to  Friedrich  (Meissen,  No- 
vember 25th) :^  "Austria  willing  for  Treaty;  is  your 
Majesty  willing?"  "Thrice-willing,  I;  my  terms  well 
known !"  Friedrich  would  answer, — ^gladdest  of  mankind 
to  see  general  Pacification  coming  to  this  vexed  Earth 
again.  The  Dance  of  the  Furies,  waltzing  itself  off, 
home  out  of  this  upper  sunlight :  the  mad  BeUona  steeds 

•  CEuwts  de  Fridiric,  zriiL  201.  •  Bodenbeok,  ii  193. 


Digitized  by 


v^oogle 


326    ,  FRIEDRIOH  NOT  TO  BE  OVERWHELMED.     [Book  XX. 

24tli  Nov.  1762— 15tih  Feb.  1763. 

plunging  down,  down,  towards  their  Abysses  again,  for 
a  season ! — 

This  was  a  result  which  Friedrich  had  foreseen  as 
nearly  certain  ever  since  the  French  and  English  signed 
their  Preliminaries.  And  there  was  only  one  thing  which 
gave  him  anxiety:  that  of  his  Rhine  Provinces  and 
Strong  Places,  especially  Wesel,  which  have  been  in 
French  hands  for  six  years  past,  ever  since  Spring  1757. 
Bute  stipulates  That  those  places  and  countries  shall  be 
evacuated  by  his  Choiseul,  as  soon  as  weather  and  pos- 
sibility permit;  but  Bute,  astonishing  to  say,  has  not 
made  the  least  stipulation  as  to  whom  they  are  to  be 
delivered  to, — allies  or  enemies,  it  is  all  one  to  Bute. 
Truly  rather  a  shamefiil  omission,  Pitt  might  indignantly 
think, — ^and  call  the  whole  business  steadily,  as  he  per- 
sisted to  do,  "a  shamefiil  Peace,"  had  there  been  no 
other  article  in  it  but  this; — as  Friedrich,  with  at  least 
equal  emphasis,  thought  and  felt.  And,  in  fact,  it  had 
thrown  him  into  very  great  embarrassment,  on  the  first 
emergence  of  it. 

For  her  Imperial  Majesty  began  straightway  to  draw 
troops  into  those  neighbourhoods :  "  We  will  take  deli- 
very, our  Allies  plajdng  into  our  hand !"  And  Fried- 
rich, who  had  no  disposable  troops,  had  to  devise  some 
rapid  expedient;  and  did.  Set  his  Free-Corps  agents 
and  recruiters  in  motion :  "  Enlist  me  those  Light  people 
of  Duke  Ferdinand's,  who  are  all  getting  discharged; 
especiall)^  that  Britannic  Legion  so-called.  All  to  be  dis- 
charged ;  re-enlist  them,  you ;  Ferdinand  wiU  keep  them 
till  you  do  it.  Be  swift  !'*  And  it  is  done ; — a  small  bit 
of  actual  enlistment  among  the  many  prospective  that 
were  going  on,  as  we  noticed  above.  Precise  date  of  it 
not  given;  must  have  been  soon  after  November  3d. 
There  were  fi-om  5   to  6,000  of  them;   and  it  was 
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promptly  done.  Divided  into  various  regiments;  chief 
command  of  them  given  to  a  Colonel  Bauer,  imder  whom 
a  Colonel  Beckwith  whose  name  we  have  heard :  these, 
to  the  surprise  of  Imperial  Majesty,  and  alann  of  a 
pacific  Versailles,  suddenly  appeared  in  the  Cleve  Coun- 
tries, handy  for  Wesel,  for  Geldem;  in  such  posts,  and 
in  such  force  and  condition  as  intimated,  "It  shall  be 
we,  imder  favour,  that  take  delivery!"  Snatch  Wesel 
from  them,  some  night,  sword  in  hand :  that  had  been 
Bauer's  notion ;  but  nothing  of  that  kind  was  found 
necessary;  mere  demonstration  proved  sufficient.  To 
the  French  Garrisons  the  one  thing  needful  was  to  get 
away  in  peace ;  Bauer  with  his  brows  gloomy  is  a  dan- 
gerous neighbour.  Perhaps  the  French  Officers  them- 
selves rather  favoured  Friedrich  than  his  enemies. 
Enough,  a  private  agreement,  or  mutual  understanding 
on  word  of  honour,  was  come  to :  and,  very  publicly,  at 
length,  on  the  11th  and  12th  days  of  March  1763  (Peace 
now  settled  everywhere),  Wesel,  in  great  gala,  full  of 
field-music,  military  salutations  and  mutual  dining,  saw 
the  French  all  filing  out,  and  Bauer  and  people  filing 
in,  to  the  joy  of  that  poor  Town.^ 

Soon  after  which,  painfiil  to  relate,  such  the  inexor- 
able pressure  of  finance,  Bauer  and  people  were  all  paid 
off,  flung  loose  again :  ruthlessly  paid  off  by  a  necessitous 
King !  There  were  about  6,000  of  those  poor  fellows, — 
specimens  of  the  bastard  heroic,  under  difficulties,  from 
every  country  in  the  world ;  Beckwith  and  I  know  not 
what  other  English  specimens  of  the  lawless  heroic ;  who 
were  all  cashiered,  officer  and  man,  on  getting  to  Berlin. 
As  were  the  earlier  Free-Corps,  and  indeed  the  subse- 
quent, all  and  sundry,  *  except  seven,'  whose  names  will 
not  be  interesting  to  you.     Paid  off,  with  or  without 

^  PreuBS,  ii.  342. 
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remorse,  such  the  exhaustion  of  finance ;  Kleist,  Icilius, 
Count  Hordt  and  others  vainly  repugning  and  remon- 
strating ;  the  King  himself  inexorable  as  Arithmetic. 
"  Can  maintain  138,000  of  regular,  12,000  of  other  sorts; 
not  a  man  more !"  Zealous  Icilius  applied  for  some 
consideration  to  his  Officers :  "  partial  repayment  of  the 
money  they  have  spent  from  their  own  pocket,  in  enlist- 
ment of  their  people  now  discharged!"  Not  a  doit.  The 
King's  answer  is  in  autograph,  still  extant;  not  in  good 
spelling,  but  with  sense  clear  as  light :  "  Seine  Officiers 
haben  wie  die  Rahen  gestoUen  Sie  Krigen  nichts^  Your  Offi- 
cers stole  like  ravens; — ^they  get  Nothing."®  Lessing's 
fine  play  of  Minna  von  Bamhelm  testifies  to  consider- 
able public  sympathy  for  these  impoverished  Ex-MUitary 
people.  Pathetic  truly,  in  a  degree;  but  such  things 
will  happen.  Irregular  gentlemen,  to  whom  tiie  world's 
their  oyster, — said  oyster  does  suddenly  snap-to  on  them, 
by  a  chance.  And  they  have  to  try  it  on  the  other  side, 
and  say  little ! — But  we  are  forgetting  the  Peace-Treat}^ 
itself,  which  still  demands  a  few  words. 

Kleist's  raid  into  the  Reich  had  a  fine  effect  on  the 
Potentates  there ;  and  Plotho's  Offer  was  greedily  com- 
plied with ;  the  Kaiser,  such  his  generosity,  giving  "  free 
permission."  We  spoke  of  Privy-Councillor  von  Fritsch, 
and  his  private  little  word  with  Friedrich,  at  Meissen,  on 
November  25th.  The  Electoral-Prince  of  Saxony,  it 
seems,  was  author  of  that  fine  stroke ;  the  history  of  it 
this.  Since  November  3d,  the  French  and  English  have 
had  their  preliminaries  signed;  and  all  Nations  are  long- 
ing for  the  like.  "  Let  us  have  a  German  Treaty  for 
general  Peace,"  said  the  Kurprinz  of  Saxony,  that  ami- 
able Heir- Apparent  whom  we  have  seen  sometimes,  who 
•  Prenaa,  il  320. 
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is  rather  crooked  of  back,  but  has  a  sprightly  Wife.  "  By 
all  means,"  answered  Polish  Majesty :  "  and  as  I  am  in 
the  distance,  do  you  in  every  way  further  it,  my  Son !" 
Whereupon  despatch  of  Fritsch  to  Vienna,  and  thence 
to  Meissen;  with  "  Yes"  to  him  from  both  parties. 
Plenipotentiaries  are  named:  "Fritsch  shall  be  ours: 
they  shall  have  my  Schloss  of  Hubertsburg  for  Place 
of  Congress,"  said  the  Prince.  And  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 30th,  1762,  the  Three  Dignitaries  met  at  Hu- 
bertsburg, and  began  business. 

This  is  the  Schloss  in  Torgau  Country  which  Quintus 
Icilius's  people,  Saldem  having  refused  the  job,  willingly 
undertook  spoiling;  and,  as  is  well  known,  did  it,  Janu- 
ary 22d,  1761 ;  a  thing  Quintus  never  heard  the  end  of. 
What  the  amount  of  profit,  or  the  degree  of  spoil  and 
mischief,  Quintus's  people  made  of  it,  I  could  not  learn; 
but  infer  from  this  new  event  that  the  wreck  had  not 
been  so  considerable  as  the  noise  was;  at  any  rate,  that 
the  Schloss  had  soon  been  restored  to  its  pristine  state  of 
brilliancy.  The  Plenipotentiaries, — ^for  Saxony,  Fritsch ; 
for  Austria,  a  Von  Collenbach,  unknown  to  us ;  for 
Prussia,  one  Hertzberg,  a  man  experienced  beyond  his 
years,  who  is  of  great  name  in  Prussian  History  subse- 
quently,— sat  here  till  February  15th,  1763,  that  is  for 
six  weeks  and  five  days.  Leaving  their  Protocols  to 
better  judges,  who  report  them  good,  we  will  much 
prefer  a  word  or  two  from  Friedrich  himself,  while  wait- 
ing the  result  they  come  to. 

Friedrich  to  Prince  Henri  (home  at  Berlin). 

"  Leipzig,  14<A  January  1763.  *  *  Am  not  surprised  you 
^  find  Berlin  changed  for  the  worse :  such  a  train  of  calamities 
^  must,  ia  the  end,  make  itself  felt  in  a  poor  and  naturally  barren 
"  Country,  where  continual  industry  is  needed  to  second  its  f  ecun- 
"  dity  and  keep  up  production.   However,  I  will  do  what  I  can  to 
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^  remedy  this  dearth  (la  disette)^  at  least  as  far  as  mj  small 
**  means  permit,"    *    * 

"  No  fear  of  Geldem  and  Wesel :  all  that  has  been  cared 
"  for  by  Bauer  and  the  new  Free-Corps.  By  the  end  of  Febru- 
*^  ary,  Peace  will  be  signed ;  at  the  beginning  of  April,  every- 
^  body  will  find  himself  at  home,  as  in  1756. 

*The  Circles  are  going  to  separate:  indifferent  to  me,  or 
*  nearly  so ;  ^  but  it  is  good  to  be  plucking  out  tiresome  burning 
"  sticks,  stick  after  stick.  I  hope  you  amuse  yourself  at  Berlin :  at 
"  Leipzig,  nothing  but  balls  and  redouts ;  my  Nephews  diverting 
"  themselves  amazingly.  Madame  Friedrich,  lately  Garden-maid 
"  at  Seidlitz"  (Village  in  the  Neumai-k,  with  this  Beauty  pluck- 
ing weeds  in  it, — ^little  prescient  of  such  a  fortune),  "  now  Wife 
"  to  an  Officer  of  the  Free  Hussars,  is  the  principal  heroine  of 
"  these  Festivities."^ 

Leipzigy  ibik  January  1763.  "Thanks  for  your  care  about 
"  my  existence.  I  am  becoming  very  old,  dear  Brother ;  in  a 
"  little  while,  I  shall  be  useless  to  the  world  and  a  burden  to  my- 
"  self :  it  is  the  lot  of  all  creatures  to  wear  down  with  age, — ^but 
"  one  is  not,  for  all  that,  to  abuse  one's  privilege  of  falling  into 
"  dotage. 

"  You  still  speak  without  full  confidence  of  our  Negotiation 
"  business'*  (going  on  at  Hubertsburg  yonder).  "  Most  cer- 
"  tainly  the  chapter  of  accidents  is  inexhaustible ;  and  it  is  still 
^  certain  there  may  happen  quantities  of  things  which  the  limited 
"  mind  of  man  cannot  fofesee :  but,  judging  by  the  ordinary 
"  course,  and  such  degrees  of  probability  as  himian  creatures 
"  found  their  hopes  on,  I  believe,  before  the  month  of  February 
"  entirely  end,  om:  Peace  will  be  completed.  In  a  permanent 
"  Arrangement,  many  things  need  settling,  which  are  easier  to 
"  settle  now  than  they  ever  will  be  again.  Patience ;  haste  vdtkr 
"  out  speed  is  a  thriftless  method."*® 

February  5th,  the  trio  at  Hubertsburg  got  their 
Preliminaries  signed.  On  the  tenth  day  thereafter,  the 
Treaty  itself  was  signed  and  sealed.     All  other  Treaties 

•  SGhomng,  ill  528.  »  Ibid.  iii.  529. 
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on  the  same  subject  had  been  guided  towards  a  contem- 
porary finis :  England  and  France,  ready  since  the  3d 
of  November  last,  signed  and  ended  February  10th. 
February  11th,  the  Reich  signed  and  ended;  February 
15th,  Prussia,  Austria,  Saxony;  and  the  Third  SUesian 
or  Seven-Tears  War  was  completely  finished.^^ 

It  had  cost,  in  loss  of  human  lives  first  of  all,  no- 
body can  say  what :  according  to  Friedrich's  computa- 
tion, there  had  perished  of  actual  fighters,  on  the  various 
fields,  of  all  the  nations,  853,000 ;  of  which  .above  the 
fifth  part,  or  180,000,  is  his  own  share:  and,  by  misery 
and  ravage,  the  general  Population  of  Prussia  finds 
itself  500,000  fewer;  nearly  the  ninth  man  missing. 
This  is  the  expenditure  of  Life.  Other  items  are  not 
worth  enumerating,  in  comparison;  if  statistically  given, 
you  can  find  the  most  approved  guesses  at  them  by  the 
same  Head,  who  ought  to  be  an  authority.  ^^  It  was  a 
War  distinguished  by — Archenholtz  will  tell  you,  with 
melodious  emphasis,  what  a  distinguished,  great,  and 
thrice-greatest  War  it  was.  There  have  since  been  other 
fBLT  bigger  Wars, — ^if  size  were  a  measure  of  greatness ; 
which  it  by  no  means  is !  I  believe  there  was  excellent 
Heroism  shown  in  this  War,  by  persons  I  could  name ; 
by  one  person,  Heroism  really  to  be  called  superior,  or, 
in  its  kind,  almost  of  the  rank  of  supreme ; — and  that  in 
regard  to  the  Military  Arts  and  Virtues,  it  has  as  yet, 
for  {s/cvlty  and  for  performance,  had  no  rival;  nor  is 
likely  soon  to  have.  The  Prussians,  as  we  once  men- 
tioned, still  use  it  as  their  school-model  in  those  re- 
spects. And  we — Oh  readers,  do  not  at  least  you  and 
I  thank  God  to  have  now  done  with  it ! — 

"  CJopy  of  the  Treaty,  in  ffelden-GescJiickie,  yii.  624  et  aeq. ;  in  Sey- 
farth,  Beylagen,  iii.  479-495  ;  in  Romset^  in  Wenck^  in  &c.  &c. 
»«  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  v.  230-234 ;  Prenss,  iii.  349-351. 
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Of  the  Peace-Treaties  at  Hubertsburg,  Paris,  and 
other  places,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  say  ahnost 
anything.  They  are  to  te  found  in  innumerable  Books, 
dreary  to  the  mind ;  and  of  the  158  Articles  to  be  counted 
there,  not  one  could  be  interesting  at  present.  The 
substance  of  the  whole  lies  now  in  Three  Points,  not 
mentioned  or  contemplated  at  all  in  those  Documents, 
though  repeatedly  alluded  to  and  intimated  by  us  here. 

The  issue,  as  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  strives 
to  be,  in  aU  points,  simply  As-you-ioere ;  and,  in  all- 
outward  or  tangible  points,  strictly  is  so.  After  such  a 
tornado  of  strife  as  the  civilised  world  had  not  witnessed 
since  the  Thirty- Years  War.  Tornado  springing  doubt- 
less from  the  regions  called  Infernal;  and  darkening 
the  upper  world  from  south  to  north,  and  from  east  to 
west  for  Seven  Years  long; — tissuing  in  general  As-you- 
were!  Yes  truly,  the  tornado  was  Infernal;  but  Hea- 
ven too  had  silently  its  purposes  in  it.  Nor  is  the  mere 
expenditure  of  men's  diabolic  rages,  in  mutual  clash  as 
of  opposite  electricities,  with  reduction  to  equipoise,  and 
restoration  of  zero  and  repose  again  after  seven  years, 
the  one  or  the  principal  result  arrived  at.  Inarticu- 
lately, little  dreamt  of  at  the  time  by  any  by-stander, 
the  results,  on  survey  from  this  distance,  are  visible  as 
Threefold.     Let  us  name  them  one  other  time : 

1^.  There  is  no  taking  of  Silesia  from  this  man;  no 
clipping  of  him  down  to  the  orthodox  old  limits;  he 
and  his  Country  have  palpably  outgrown  these.  Austria 
gives  up  the  Problem:  "We  have  lost  Silesia!"  Yes; 
and,  what  you  hardly  yet  know, — ^and  what,  I  perceive, 
Friedrich  himself  still  less  knows, — Teutschland  has 
found  Prussia.  Prussia,  it  seems,  cannot  be  conquered 
by  the  whole  world  trying  to  do  it;  Prussia  has  gone 
through  its  Fire-Baptism,  to  the  satisfaction  of  gods 
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and  men;  and  is  a  Nation  henceforth.  In  and  of  poor 
dislocated  Teutschland,  there  is  one  of  the  Great  Powers 
of  the  World  henceforth ;  an  actual  Nation.  And  a 
Nation  not  grounding  itself  on  extinct  Traditions,  Wig- 
geries,  Papistries,  Immaculate  Conceptions;  no,  but  on 
living  Facts, — ^Facts  of  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Gravita- 
tion, Martin  Luther's  Reformation,  and  what  it  really 
can  believe  in : — ^to  the  infinite  advantage  of  said  Na- 
tion and  of  poor  Teutschland  henceforth.  To  be  a 
Nation;  and  to  believe  as  you  are  convinced,  instead 
of  pretending  to  believe  as  you  are  bribed  or  bullied 
by  the  devils  about  you;  what  an  advantage  to  parties 
concerned!  If  Prussia  follow  its  star — As  it  really 
tries  to  do, » in  spite  of  stumbling !  For  the  sake  of 
Germany,  one  hopes  always  Prussia  will;  and  that  it 
may  get  through  its  various  Child-Diseases,  without 
death :  though  it  has  had  sad  plunges  and  crises, — ^and 
is  perhaps  just  now  in  one  of  its  worst  Influenzas,  the 
Parliamentary-Eloquence  or  Ballot-Box  Influenza !  One 
of  the  most  dangerous  Diseases  of  National  Adolescence; 
extremely  prevalent  over  the  world  at  this  time, — ^in- 
deed unavoidable,  for  reasons  obvious  enough.  ''Sic 
itur  ad  astraf  all  Nations  certain  that  the  way  to 
Heaven  is  By  voting,  by  eloquently  wagging  the  tongue 
"  within  those  walls !"  Diseases,  real  or  imaginary,  await 
Nations  like  individuals;  and  are  not  to  be  resisted,  but 
must  be  submitted  to,  and  got  through  the  best  you 
can.  Measles  and  mumps;  you  cannot  prevent  them  in 
Nations  either.  Nay  fashions  even;  fashion  of  Crinoline, 
for  instance  (how  infinitely  more,  that  of  Ballot-Box  and 
Fourth-Estate!), — ^are  you  able  to  prevent  even  that? 
You  have  to  be  patient  under  it,  and  keep  hoping ! 

2^.  In  regard  to  England.     Her  Jenkins^ s-Ear  Con- 
troversy is  at  last  settled.    Not  only  liberty  of  the  Seas, 
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but  if  she  were  not  wiser,  dominion  of  them;  guardian- 
ship of  liberty  for  all  others  whatsoever :  Dominion  of 
the  Seas  for  that  wise  object.  America  is  to  be  English^ 
not  French;  what  a  result  is  that,  were  there  no  other! 
Really  a  considerable  Fact  in  the  History  of  the  World. 
Fact  principally  due  to  Pitt,  as  I  believe,  according  to 
my  best  conjecture,  and  comparison  of  probabilities  and 
circumstances.  For  which,  after  all,  is  not  everybody 
thankful,  less  or  more?  Oh  my  English  brothers.  Oh 
my  Yankee  half-brothers,  how  oblivious  are  we  of  those 
that  have  done  us  benefit ! — 

These  are  the  results  for  England.  And  in  the  rear 
of  these,  had  these  and  the  other  elements  once  ripened 
for  her,  the  poor  CJountry  is  to  get  into  such  merchan- 
disings,  colonisings,  foreign-settlings,  gold-nuggetings,  as 
lay  beyond  the  drunkenest  dreams  of  Jenkins  (supposing 
Jenkins  addicted  to  liquor) ; — and,  in  fact,  to  enter  on 
a  universal  uproar  of  Machineries,  Eldorados,  "  Unex- 
ampled'  Prosperities,"  which  make  a  great  noise  for 
themselves  in  the  very  days  now  come.  Prosperities 
evidently  not  of  a  sublime  type:  which,  in  the  mean 
while,  seem  to  be  covering  the  at  one  time  creditably 
clean  and  comely  face  of  England  with  mud-blotches, 
soot-blotches,  miscellaneous  squalors  and  horrors;  to  be 
preaching  into  her  amazed  heart,  which  once  knew  bet- 
ter, the  omnipotence  oi  shoddy ;  filling  her  ears  and  soul 
with  shriekery  and  metallic  clangour,  mad  noises,  mad 
hurries  mostly  nowhither; — and  are  awakening,  I  sup- 
pose, in  such  of  her  sons  as  still  go  into  reflexion  at  all, 
a  deeper  and  more  ominous  set  of  Questions  than  have 
ever  risen  in  England's  History  before.  As  in  the  fore- 
going case,  we  have  to  be  patient  and  keep  hoping. 

3^  In  regard  to  France.  It  appears,  noble  old 
Teutschland,  with  such  pieties,  and  unconquerable  si- 
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lent  valours,  sach  optdences  hmuan  and  divine,  amid 
its  wreck  of  new  and  old  confusions,  is  not  to  be  cut 
in  Four,  and  made  to  dance  to  the  piping  of  Versailles 
or  another.  Far  the  contrary!  To  Versailles  itself, 
there  has  gone  forth,  Versailles  may  read  it  or  not,  the 
writing  on  the  waU :  "  Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balance, 
and  foimd  wanting"  (at  last  even  ^^ found  wanting") ! 
France,  beaten,  stript,  humiliated;  sinful,  unrepentant, 
governed  by  mere  sinners  and,  at  best,  clever  fools 
{fou8  pleins  d!esprit\ — collapses,  like  a  creature  whose 
limbs  fail  it;  sinks  into  bankrupt  quiescence,  into  name- 
less fermentation,  generally  into  dry-rot  Rotting,  none 
guesses  whitherward; — rotting  towards  that  thrice-ex- 
traordinary Spontaneous-Combustion,  which  blazed  out 
in  1789,  And  has  kindled,  over  the  whole  world,  gradu- 
ally or  by  explosion,  this  unexpected  Outburst  of  all 
the  chained  Devilries  (among  other  chained  things),  this 
roaring  Conflagration  of  the  Anarchies;  under  which  it 
is  the  lot  of  these  poor  generations  to  live, — -for  I  know 
not  what  length  of  Centuries  yet,  "  Go  into  Combustion, 
my  pretty  child!"  the  Destinies  had  said  to  this  helle 
France^  who  is  always  so  fond  of  shining  and  outshin- 
ing :  "  Self-Combustion ; — ^in  that  way,  won't  you  shine, 
as  none  of  them  yet  could?"  Shine;  yes,  truly, — till 
you  are  got  to  caput  mortuum^  my  pretty  child  (unless 
you  gain  new  wisdom!) — But  not  to  wander  farther: 

Wednesday^  March  16^A,  Friedrich,  all  Saxon  things 
being  now  settled, — among  the  rest '  eight  Saxon  School- 
masters' to  be  a  model  in  Prussia, — quitted  Leipzig,  with 
the  Seven- Years  War  safe  in  his  pocket,  as  it  were.  Drove 
to  Moritzburg,  to  dinner  with  the  amiable  Kurprinz  and 
still  more  amiable  Wife :  "  It  was  to  your  Highness  that 
we  owe  this  Treaty!"     A  dinner,  which  readers  may 
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hear  of  again.  At  Moritzburg;  where,  with  the  Lacys, 
there  was  once  such  rattling  and  battling.  After  which, 
rapidly  on  to  Silesia,  and  an  eight  days  of  adjusting  and      ^ 

inspecting  there.  ^  t^- 

Wednesday^  March  30<A,  Fsiedrich  arrives  in  Frank-  ^ 
ftirt-on-Oder,  on  the  way  homeward  from  Silesia :  '  takes  ,  -f^ 
view  of  the  Field  of  Kunersdorf '  (reflexions  to  be  fan-  .^^ 
cied);  early  in  the  afternoon,  speeds  forward  again;  at  i^y. 
one  of  the  stages  (place  called  Tassdorf ),  has  a  Dia-  \.J^ 
logue,  which  we  shall  hear  of;  and  between  8  and  9  U.-- 
in  the  evening,  noi  through  the  solemn  receptions  and  J^,^^ 
crowded  streets,  drives  to  the  Schloss  of  Berlin.  '  Goes  '^A  '^' 
straight  to  the  Queen's  Apartment,'  Queen,  Princesses  \rj^4 
and  Court  all  home  triumphantly  some  time  ago;  sups 
there  with  the  Queen's  Majesty  and  these  bright  crea- 
tures,— ^beautiful  supper,  had  it  consisted  only  of  cresses 
and  salt;  and,  behind  it,  sound  sleep  to  us  under  our 
own  rooftree  once  more.^^  Next  day,  'the  King  made 
^  gifts  to,'  BS  it  were,  to  everybody;  '  to  the  Queen  about 
'  5,000/.,  to  the  Princess  Amelia  1,000Z.,'  and  so  on;  and 
saw  true  hearts  all  merry  round  him, — ^merrier,  per 
than  his  own  was. 

^  Bodenbeck,  ii  211,  212 ;  Freuss,  il  345, 346 ;  &o.  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VolMjj, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOOK  XXI. 

AFTERNOON  AND  EVENUfa  OP  PRIEDEICH'S  LIFE. 

1763-1786. 


VOL.  VI.  Z 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1768, 


CHAPTER  I. 

PEEFATORY. 

The  Twelve  Hercules-labours  of  this  King  have  ended 
here ;  what  was  required  of  him  in  World-History  is  ac- 
complished. There  remain  to  Friedrich  Twenty-three 
Years  more  of  Life,  which  to  Prussian  History  are  as  full 
of  importance  as  ever;  but  do  not  essentially  concern 
European  History,  Europe  having  gone  the  road  we  now 
see  it  in.  On  the  grand  World-Theatre,  the  curtain  has 
fidlen  for  a  New  Act;  Friedrich's  part,  like  everybody's 
for  the  present,  is  played  out.  In  fact,  there  is,  during 
the  rest  of  his  Reign,  nothing  of  World-History  to  be 
dwelt  on  anywhere.  America,  it  has  been  decided,  shall 
be  English;  Prussia  be  a  Nation.  The  French,  as  finis 
of  their  attempt  to  cut  Grermany  in  Four,  find  themselves 
sunk  into  torpor,  abeyance,  and  dry  rot;  fermenting  to- 
wards they  know  not  what.  Towards  Spontaneous  Com- 
bustion, in  the  year  1789,  and  for  long  years  onwards ! 

There,  readers,  there  is  the  next  mile-stone  for  you, 
in  the  History  of  Mankind !  That  universal  Buming-up, 
as  in  hellfire,  of  Human  Shams.  The  oath  of  Twenty- 
five  Million  men,  which  has  since  become  that  of  all  men 
whatsoever,  "  Eather  than  live  longer  under  lies,  we  will 
die!" — that  is  the  New  Act  in  World-History.  New 
Act, — or,  we  may  call  it  New  Part ;  Drama  of  World- 
History,  Part  Third.  If  Part  Second  was  1,800  years 
ago,  this  I  reckon  will  be  Part  Third.     This  is  the  truly 
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celestial-infernal  Event :  the  strangest  we  have  seen  for 
a  thousand  years.  Celestial  in  one  part;  in  the  other, 
infernal.  For  it  is  withal,  the  breaking-out  of  universal 
mankind  into  Anarchy,  into  the  faith  and  practice  of 
iVo-Grovermnent, — ^that  is  to  say  (if  you  will  be  candid), 
into  unappeasable  Revolt  against  Sham-Governors  and 
Sham-Teachers, — ^which  I  do  charitably  define  to  be  a 
Search,  most  imconscious,  yet  in  deadly  earnest,  for  true 
Governors  and  Teachers.  That  is  the  one  fact  of  World- 
History  worth  dwelling  on  at  this  day;  and  Friedrich 
cannot  be  said  to  have  had  much  hand  farther  in  that. 

Nor  is  the  progress  of  a  French  or  European  world, 
aU  silently  ripening  and  rotting  towards  such  issue,  a 
thing  one  wishes  to  dwell  on.  Only  when  the  Sponta- 
neous Combustion  breaks  out;  and,  many-coloured,  with 
loud  noises,  envelopes  the  whole  world  in  anarchic  flame 
for  long  hundreds  of  years:  then  has  the  Event  come; 
there  is  the  thing  for  all  men  to  mark,  and  to  study  and 
scrutinise  as  the  strangest  thing  they  ever  saw.  Cen- 
turies of  it  yet  lying  ahead  of  us;  several  sad  Centuries, 
sordidly  tumultuous,  and  good  for  little !  Say  Two  Cen- 
turies yet, — say  even  Ten  of  such  a  process :  before  the 
Old  is  completely  burnt  out,  and  the  New  in  any  state  of 
sightliness  ?  Millennium  of  Anarchies ; — ^abridge  it,  spend 
your  heart's  blood  upon  abridging  it,  ye  Heroic  Wise 
that  are  to  come !  For  it  is  the  consummation  of  All 
the  Anarchies  that  are  and  were; — ^which  I  do  trust 
always  means  the  death  (temporary  death)  of  them! 
Death  of  the  Anarchies:  or  a  world  once  more  built 
wholly  on  Fact  better  or  worse ;  and  the  lying  jargoning 
professor  of  Sham-Fact,  whose  name  is  Legion,  who  as 
yet  (oftenest  little  conscious  of  himself)  goes  tumulting 
and  swarming  from  shore  to  shore,  become  a  species 
extinct,  and  well  knoum  to  be  gone  down  to  Tophet ! — 
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There  were  bits  of  Anarchies  before,  little  and 
greater:  but  till  that  of  France  in  1789,  there  was  none 
long  memorable ;  aU  were  pigmies  in  comparison,  and 
not  worth  mentioning  separately.  In  1772  the  Anarchy 
of  Poland,  which  had  been  a  considerable  Anarchy  for 
about  three  hundred  years,  got  itself  extinguished, — 
what  we  may  call  extinguished; — decisive  surgery  being 
then  first  exercised  upon  it :  an  Anarchy  put  in  the  sure 
way  of  extinction.  In  1775,  again,  there  began,  over 
seas,  another  Anarchy  much  more  considerable, — ^little 
dreaming  that  it  could  be  called  an  Anarchy;  on  the 
contrary,  calling  itself  Liberty,  Rights  of  Man ;  and 
singing  boundless  lo-Pteans  to  itself,  as  is  common  in 
such  cases;  an  Anarchy  which  has  been  challenging  the 
Universe  to  show  the  like,  ever  since.  And  which  has, 
at  last,  flamed  up  as  an  independent  Phenomenon,  un- 
exampled in  the  hideously  suicidal  wsij; — ^and  does  need 
much  to  get  burnt  out,  that  miatters  may  begin  anew  on 
truer  conditions.  But  neither  the  Partition  of  Poland 
nor  the  American  War  of  Independence  have  much  gene- 
ral importance,  or,  except  as  precursors  of  1789,  are 
worth  dwelling  on  in  History.  From  us  here,  so  far  as 
Friedrich  is  concerned  with  them,  they  may  deserve 
some  transient  mention,  more  or  less :  but  World-His- 
tory, eager  to  be  at  the  general  Funeral-pile  and  ulti- 
mate Buming-up  of  Shams  in  this  poor  World,  will  have 
less  and  less  to  say  of  small  tragedies  and  premonitory 
symptoms. 

Curious  how  the  busy  and  continually  watchful  and 
speculating  Friedrich,  busied  about  his  dangers  from 
Austrian  encroachments,  from  Russian-Turk  Wars,  Ba- 
varian Successions,  and  other  troubles  and  anarchies 
close  by,  saw  nothing  to  dread  in  France ;  nothing  to 
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remark  there,  except  carelessly  from  time  to  time, 
its  beggarly  decaying  condition,  so  strangely  sunk  in 
arts,  in  arms,  in  finance ;  oftenest  an  object  of  pity  to 
bim,  for  he  still  has  a  love  for  France; — and  reads  not 
the  least  sign  of  that  immeasurable  all-engulfing  FreTich 
Revolution  which  was  in  the  wind !  Neither  Voltaire 
nor  he  have  the  least  anticipation  of  such  a  thing.  Vol- 
taire and  he  see,  to  their  contentment.  Superstition 
visibly  declining :  Friedrich  rather  disapproves  the  heat 
of  Voltaire's  procedures  on  the  Infdme.  "  Why  be  in 
such  heat?  Other  nonsense,  quite  equal  to  it,  wiU  be 
almost  sure  to  foUow.  Take  care  of  your  own  skin !" 
Voltaire  and  he  are  deeply  alive,  especially,  Voltaire 
is,  to  the  horrors  and  miseries  which  have  issued  on 
mankind  from  a  Fanatic  Popish  Superstition,  or  Creed 
of  Incredibilities, — ^which  (except  from  the  throat  out- 
wards, from  the  bewildered  tongue  outwards)  the  ortho- 
dox themselves  cannot  believe,  but  only  pretend  and 
struggle  to  beheve.  This  Voltaire  calls  ^^The  Infa- 
mous;'^ and  this — ^what  name  can  any  of  us  give  it? 
The  man  who  believes  in  falsities  is  very  miserable.  The 
man  who  cannot  believe  them,  but  only  struggles  and 
pretends  to  believe;  and  yet,  being  armed  with  the 
power  of  the  sword,  industriously  keeps  menacing  and 
slashing  all  round,  to  compel  every  neighbour  to  do 
like  him:  what  is  to  be  done  with  such  a  man?  Hu- 
man Xature  calls  him  a  Social  Nuisance ;  needing  to 
be  handcuffed,  gagged,  and  abated.  Human  Nature, 
if  it  be  in  a  terrified  and  imperilled  state,  with  the 
sword  of  this  feUow  swashing  round  it,  calls  him  "  In- 
famous," and  a  Monster  of  Chaos.  He  is  indeed  the 
select  Monster  of  that  region;  the  Patriarch  of  all  the 
Monsters,  little  as  he  dreams  of  being  such.  An  Angel 
of  Heaven  the  poor  caitiff  dreams  himself  rather,  and  in 
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cheery  moments  is  consciouB  of  being : — ^Bedlam  holds 
in  it  no  madder  article.  And  I  often  think  he  wiU 
agam  need  to  be  tied  up  (feeble  as  he  now  is  in  com- 
parison, disinclined  though  men  are  to  manacling  and 
ty^S)?  so  many  helpless  infirm  souls  are  wandering 
about,  not  knowing  their  right-hand  from  their  left,  who 
fall  a  prey  to  him.  ^^Llnfdme''  I  also  name  him, — 
knowing  well  enough  how  little  he,  in  his  poor  muddled 
drugged  and  stupefied  mind,  is  conscious  of  deserving 
that  name.  More  signal  enemy  to  God,  and  friend  of 
the  Other  Party,  walks  not  the  Earth  in  our  day. 

Anarchy  in  the  shape  of  religious  slavery  was  what 
Voltaire  and  Friedrich  saw  aU  round  them.  Anarchy 
in  the  shape  of  Revolt  against  Authorities  was  what 
Friedrich  and  Voltaire  had  never  dreamed  of  as  possible, 
and  had  not  in  their  minds  the  least  idea  of.  In  one,  or 
perhaps  two  places,  you  may  find  in  Voltaire  a  grim  and 
rather  glad  forethought,  not  given  out  as  prophecy,  but 
felt  as  interior  assurance  in  a  moment  of  hope.  How 
these  Priestly  Sham  Hierarchies  will  be  pulled  to  pieces, 
probably  on  the  sudden,  once  people  are  awake  to  them. 
Yes,  my  much-suffering  M.  de  Voltaire,  be  pulled  to 
pieces ;  or  go  aloft,  like  the  awakening  of  Vesuvius,  one 
day, — Vesuvius  awakening  after  ten  centuries  of  slimi- 
ber,  when  his  crater  is  all  grown  grassy,  bushy,  copiously 
*  tenanted  by  wolves'  I  am  told;  which,  after  premoni- 
tory grumblings,  heeded  by  no  wolf  or  bush,  he  will 
hurl  bodily  aloft,  ten  acres  at  a  time,  in  a  very  tremen- 
dous manner!^  A  thought  like  this,  about  the  Priestly 
Sham-Hierarchies,  I  have  found  somewhere  in  Voltaire : 
but  of  the  Social  and  Civic  Sham-Hierarchies  (which 
are  likewise  accursed,  if  they  knew  it,  and  indeed  are 
junior  copartners  of  the  Priestly;  and,  in  a  sense,  sons 

1  Fint  modem  Eraption  of  Yesavins,  aj>.  1631,  after  long  interval  of  rest. 
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and  products  of  them,  and  cannot  escape  being  partakers 
of  their  plagues),  there  is  no  hint  in  Voltaire,  though 
Voltaire  stood  at  last  only  fifteen  years  from  the  Fact 
(1778-1793);  nor  in  Friedrich,  though  he  lived  ahnost 
to  see  the  Fact  beginning. 

Friedrich's  History  being  henceforth  that  of  a 
Prussian  King,  is  interesting  to  Prussia  chiefly,  and 
to  us  little  otherwise  than  as  the  Biography  of  a 
distinguished  fellow-man.  Friedrich's  Biography,  his 
Physiognomy  as  he  grows  old,  quietly  on  his  own 
harvest-field,  among  his  own  People :  this  has  still  an 
interest,  and  for  any  feature  of  this  we  shall  be  eager 
enough;  but  this  withal  is  the  most  of  what  we  now 
want.  And  not  very  much  even  of  this;  Friedrich  the 
unique  King,  not  having  as  a  man  any  such  depth  and 
singularity,  tragic,  humorous,  devotionally  pious,  or 
other,  as  to  authorise  much  painting  in  that  aspect. 
Extreme  brevity  beseems  us  in  these  circumstances : 
and  indeed  there  are, — as  has  already  happened  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  Enterprise  (Nature  herself,  in  her 
silent  way,  being  always  something  of  an  Artist  in  such 
things), — other  circumstances,  which  leave  us  no  choice 
as  to  that  of  detail.  Available  details,  if  we  wished  to 
give  them,  of  Friedrich's  later  Life,  are  not  forthcoming : 
masses  of  incondite  marine-stores,  tumbled  out  on  you, 
dry  rubbish  shot  with  unconunon  diligence  for  a  hun- 
dred years,  till,  for  Rubbish-PeUon  piled  on  Rubbish- 
Ossa,  you  lose  sight  of  the  stars  and  azimuths;  whole 
mountain  continents,  seemingly  all  of  cinders  and  sweep- 
ings (though  fragments  and  remnants  do  He  hidden, 
could  you  find  them  again) : — ^these  are  not  details  that 
will  be  available !    Anecdotes  there  are  in  quantity ;  but 

of  uncertain  quality ;  of  doubtfril  authenticity,  above  all. 
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One  recollects  hardly  any  Anecdote  whatever  that  seems 
completely  credible,  or  renders  to  us  the  Physiognomy 
of  Friedrich  in  a  convincing  manner.  So  remiss  a  crea- 
ture has  the  Prussian  Clio  been, — employed  on  all  kinds 
of  loose  errands  over  the  Earth  and  the  Air;  and  as  good 
as  altogether  negligent  of  this  most  pressing  errand  in 
her  own  House.  Peace  be  with  her,  poor  slut;  why 
should  we  say  one  other  hard  word  on  taking  leave  of 
her  to  all  eternity ! — 

The  practical  fact  is,  what  we  have  henceforth  to 
produce  is  more  of  the  nature  of  a  loose  Appendix  of 
Papers,  than  of  a  finished  Narrative.  Loose  Papers, — 
which,  we  will  hope,  the  reader  can,  by  industry,  be 
made  to  understand  and  tolerate :  more  we  cannot  do 
for  him.  No  continuous  Narrative  is  henceforth  pos- 
sible to  us.  For  the  sake  of  Friedrich's  closing  Epoch, 
we  will  visit,  for  the  last  time,  that  dreary  imbroglio 
under  which  the  memory  of  Friedrich,  which  ought  to 
have  been,  in  all  the  epochs  of  it,  bright  and  legible,  lies 
buried;  and  will  try  to  gather,  as  heretofore,  and  put 
under  labels.  What  dwells  with  oneself  as  human,  may 
have  some  chance  to  be  humanly  interesting.  In  the 
wildest  chaos  of  marine-stores  and  editorial  shortcomings 
(provided  only  the  editors  speak  truth,  as  these  poor 
fellows  do),  this  can  be  done.  Part  the  living  from  the 
dead;  pick  out  what  has  some  meaning,  leave  carefully 
what  has  none ;  you  will  in  some  small  measure  pluck 
up  the  memory  of  a  hero,  like  drowned  honour  by  the 
locks,  and  rescue  it  into  visibility. 

That  Friedrich,  on  reaching  home,  made  haste  to  get 
out  of  the  bustle  of  joyances  and  exclamations  on  the 
streets;  proceeded  straight  to  his  music-chapel  in  Char- 
lottenburg,   summoning  the  Artists,   or  having  them 
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already  summoiied;  and  had  there,  all  alone,  sitting 
invisible  wrapt  in  his  cloali,  Graun's  or  somebody's 
grand  Te-Deum  pealed  out  to  him,  in  seas  of  melody, 
— soothing  and  salutary  to  the  altered  soul,  revolving 
many  things, — ^is  a  popular  mjiih,  of  pretty  and  appro- 
priate character;  but  a  myth  only,  with  no  real  founda- 
tion, though  it  has  some  loose  and  apparent.^  No  doubt, 
Friedrich  had  his  own  thoughts  on  entering  Berlin 
again,  after  such  a  voyage  through  the  deeps;  himself, 
his  Country  stUl  here,  though  solitary  and  in  a  world 
of  wild  shipwrecks.  He  was  not  without  piety;  but  it 
did  not  take  the  devotional  form,  and  his  habits  had 
nothing  of  the  clerical. 

What  is  perfectly  known,  and  much  better  worth 
kno"sving,  is  the  instantaneous  practical  alacrity  with 
which  he  set  about  repairing  that  immense  miscellany 
of  ruin;  and  the  surprising  success  he  had  in  dealing 
with  it.  His  methods,  his  rapid  inventions  and  pro- 
cedures, in  this  matter,  are  still  memorable  to  Prussia; 
and  perhaps  might  with  advantage  be  better  known 
than  they  are  in  some  other  Coimtries.  To  us,  what 
is  all  we  can  do  with  them  here,  they  wUl  indicate 
that  this  is  still  the  old  Friedrich,  with  his  old  activi- 
ties and  promptitudes ;  which  indeed  continue  unabated, 
lively  in  Peace  as  in  War,  to  the  end  of  his  life  and 
reign. 

The  speed  with  which  Prussia  recovered  was  extra- 
ordinary. Within  little  more  than  a  year  (June  1st, 
1764),  the  Coin  was  all  in  order  again;  in  1765,  the 
King  had  rebuilt,  not  to  mention  other  things, '  in  Silesia 
8,000  Houses,  in  Pommern  6,600.'^  Prussia  has  been  a 
ineritorious  Nation;  and,  however  cut  and  ruined,  is 
and  was  in  a  healthy  state,  capable  of  recovering  soon. 

s  In  Frews,  ii  46,  aU  the  details  of  it.  *  Bodenbeck,  ii.  234,  261. 
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Prussia  has  defended  itself  agaiost  overwhelming  odds, 
— ^brave  Prussia;  but  the  real  soul  of  its  merit,  was  that 
of  having  merited  such  a  King  to  command  it.  Without 
this  King,  all  its  valours,  disciplines,  resources  of  war, 
would  have  availed  Prussia  little.  No  wonder  Prussia 
has  still  a  loyalty  to  its  great  Friedrich,  to  its  Hohen- 
zoUem  Sovereigns  generally.  Without  these  Hohenzol- 
lems,  Prussia  had  been,  what  we  long  ago  saw  it,  the 
unluckiest  of  German  Provinces ;  and  could  never  have 
had  the  pretension  to  exist  as  a  Nation  at  all.  With- 
out this  particular  Hohenzollem,  it  had  been  trampled 
out  again,  after  apparently  succeeding.  To  have  achieved 
a  Friedrich  the  Second  for  Ejng  over  it,  was  Prussia's 
grand  merit. 

An  accidental  merit,  thinks  the  reader?  No,  reader, 
you  may  believe  me,  it  is  by  no  means  altogether  such. 
Nay,  I  rather  think,  could  we  look  into  the  Account- 
Books  of  the  Recording  Angel  for  a  course  of  centuries, 
no  part  of  it  is  such!  There  are  Nations  in  which  a 
Friedrich  is,  or  can  be,  possible ;  and  again  there  are 
Nations  in  which  he  is  not  and  cannot.  To  be  practi- 
cally reverent  of  Human  Worth  to  the  due  extent,  and 
abhorrent  of  Human  Want  of  Worth  in  the  like  propor- 
tion, do  you  understand  that  art  at  all?  I  fear,  not, — or 
that  you  are  much  forgetting  it  again !  Human  Merit, 
do  you  really  love  it  enough^  think  you ; — ^human  Scoun- 
drelism  (brought  to  the  dock  for  you,  and  branded  as 
scoundrel),  do  you  even  abhor  it  enough?  Without 
that  reverence  and  its  corresponding  opposite-pole  of 
abhorrence,  there  is  simply  no  possibility  left.  That, 
my  friend,  is  the  outcome  and  summary  of  all  virtues 
in  this  world,  for  a  man  or  for  a  Nation  of  men.  It  is 
the  supreme  strength  and  glory  of  a  Nation; — ^without 
which,  indeed,  all  other  strengths,  and  enormities  of 
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bullion  and  arsenals  and  warehouses,  are  no  strength. 
None,  I  should  say; — and  are  oftenest  even  the  reverse. 
Nations  who  have  lost  this  quality,  or  who  never  had 
it,  what  Friedrich  can  they  hope  to  be  possible  among 
them?  Age  after  age,  they  grind  down  their  Friedrichs, 
contentedly  under  the  hoofs  of  cattle  on  their  highways ; 
and  even  find  it  an  excellent  practice,  and  pride  them- 
selves on  Liberty  and  Equality.  Most  certain  it  is, 
there  will  no  Friedrich  come  to  rule  there ;  by  and  by, 
there  will  none  be  bom  there.  Such  Nations  cannot 
have  a  King  to  command  them;  can  only  have  this  or 
the  other  scandalous  swindling  Copper  Captain,  consti- 
tutional  Gilt  Mountebank,  or  other  the  like  unsalutary 
entity  by  way  of  King;  and  the  sins  of  the  fathers  are 
visited  upon  the  children  in  a  frightful  and  tragical 
manner,  little  noticed  in  the  Penny  Newspapers  and  Pe- 
riodical Literatures  of  this  generation.  Oh  my  friends — ! 
— ^But  there  is  plain  Business  waiting  us  at  hand. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

BEFAIBINa  OF  A  BUIKED  PRUSSIA. 

That  of  Friedrich's  sitting  wrapt  in  a  cloud  of  reflex- 
ions Olympian- Abysmal,  in  the  music-chapel  at  Char- 
lottenburg,  while  he  had  the  Ambrosian  Song  executed 
for  hitn  there,  as  the  preliminary  step,  was  a  loose  myth ; 
but  the  fact  lying  imder  it  is  abundantly  certain.  Few 
Sons  of  Adam  had  more  reason  for  a  piously-thankful 
feeling  towards  the  Past,  a  piously-valiant  towards  the 
Future.  What  king  or  man  had  seen  himself  delivered 
from  such  strangling  imbroglios  of  destruction,  such 
devouring  rages  of  a  hostile  world?  And  the  ruin 
worked  by  them  lay  monstrous  and  appalling  all  round. 
Friedrich  is  now  Fifty-one  gone;  imusually  old  for  his 
age ;  feels  himself  an  old  man,  broken  with  years  and 
toils;  and  here  lies  his  Kingdom  in  haggard  slashed 
condition,  worn  to  skin  and  bone:  How  is  the  King, 
resourceless,  to  remedy  it?  That  is  now  the  seemingly 
impossible  problem.  "  Begin  it, — ^thereby  alone  will  it 
ever  cease  to  be  impossible !"  Friedrich  begins,  we  may 
say,  on  the  first  morrow  morning.  Labours  at  his  pro- 
blem, as  he  did  in  the  march  to  Leuthen;  finds  it  to 
become  more  possible,  day  after  day,  month  after  month, 
the  farther  he  strives  witib  it. 

"Why  not  leave  it  to  Nature?"  think  many,  with 
the  Dismal  Science  at  their  elbow.  Well;  tiiat  was  the 
easiest  plan,  but  it  was  not  Friedrich's.     His  remain- 
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ing  moneys,  25  million  thalers  ready  for  a  Campaign 
which  has  not  come,  he  distributes  to  the  most  neces- 
sitous :  '  all  his  artillery-horses'  are  parted  into  plough- 
teams,  and  given  to  those  who  can  otherwise  get  none : 
think  what  a  fine  figure  of  rye  and  barley,  instead  of 
mere  windlestraws,  beggary  and  desolation,  was  realised 
by  that  act  alone.  Nature  is  ready  to  do  much ;  will  of 
herself  cover,  with  some  veil  of  grass  and  lichen,  the 
nakedness  of  ruin:  but  her  victorious  act,  when  she 
can  accomplish  it,  is  that  of  getting  you  to  go  with  her 
handsomely,  and  change  disaster  itself  into  new  wealth. 
Into  new  wisdom  and  valour,  which  are  wealth  in  all 
kinds;  Califomia  mere  zero  to  them,  zero,  or  even  a 
fiightful  minus  quantity !  Friedrich's  procedures  in  this 
matter  I  believe  to  be  little  less  didactic  than  those 
other,  which  are  so  celebrated  in  War:  but  no  Dry- 
asdust, not  even  a  Dryasdust  of  the  Dismal  Science,  has 
gone  into  them,  rendered  men  familiar  with  them  in 
their  details  and  results.  His  Silesian  Land-Bank  (joint- 
stock  Moneys,  lent  on  security  of  Land)  was  of  itself, 
had  I  room  to  explain  it,  an  immense  furtherance.^ 
Friedrich,  many  tell  us,  was  as  great  in  Peace  as  in 
War:  and  truly,  in  the  economic  and  material  pro- 
vinces, my  own  impression,  gathered  painfiilly  in  dark- 
ness, and  contradiction  of  the  Dismal-Science  Doctors^ 
is  much  to  that  effect.  A  first-rate  Husbandman  (as 
his  Father  had  been) ;  who  not  only  defended  his  Na- 
tion, but  made  it  rich  beyond  what  seemed  possible; 
and  diligently  sowed  amiuals  into  it,  and  perennials 
which  flourish  aloft  at  this  day. 

Wir^Joewi!^  Monar elite  Pnissienne^  in  8  thick  Volumes 
8vo,  —  composed,  or  hastily  cobbled  together,  some 
Twenty  years  after  this  period, — contains  the  best  tabu- 

>  Preuss,  iii.  75 ;  (Euvrea  de  FrtdSric,  vi.  81. 
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lar  view  one  anywhere  gets  of  Friedrich's  economics, 
miKtary  and  other  practical  methods  and  resources: — 
solid  exact  Tables  these  are,  and  intelligent  intelligible 
descriptions,  done  by  Mauvillon  Fih^  the  same  punctual 
Major  Mauvillon  who  used  to  attend  us  in  Duke  Ferdi- 
nand's War; — ^aad  so  far  as  Mirabeau  is  concerned,  the 
Work  consists  farther  of  a  certain  small  Essay  done  in 
big  type,  shoved  into  the  belly  of  each  Volume,  and 
eloquently  recommending,  with  respectful  censures  and 
regrets  over  Friedrich,  the  Gospel  of  Free  Trade,  dear 
to  Papa  Mirabeau.  The  Son  is  himself  a  convert;  fiir 
above  lying,  even  to  please  Papa :  but  one  can  see,  the 
thought  of  Papa  gives  him  new  fire  of  expression.  They 
are  eloquent,  ruggedly  strong  Essays,  those  of  Mirabeau 
Junior  upon  Free  Trade: — ^they  contain,  in  condensed 
shape,  everything  we  were  privileged  to  hear,  seventy 
years  later,  from  all  organs,  coach-horns,  jews-harps  and 
scrannel-pipes,  pro  and  contra^  on  the  same  sublime  sub- 
ject: *God  is  great,  and  Plugson  of  Undershot  is  his 
'  Prophet.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Buy  in  the  cheapest 
^  market,  sell  in  the  dearest !'  To  which  the  afflicted 
human  mind  listens  what  it  can; — and  after  seventy 
years,  mournfully  asks  itself  and  Mirabeau,  "  M.  le 
Comte,  would  there  have  been  in  Prussia,  for  example, 
any  Trade  at  all ;  any  Nation  at  ail,  had  it  always  been 
left  *Free'?  There  would  have  been  mere  sand  and 
quagmire,  and  a  community  of  wolves  and  bisons,  M.  le 
Comte.  Have  the  goodness  to  terminate  that  Litany, 
and  take  up  another !" — 

We  said,  Friedrich  began  his  problem  on  the  first 
morrow  morning;  and  that  is  literally  true,  that  or  even 
more.  Here  is  how  Friedrich  takes  his  stand  amid  the 
wreck,  speedy  enough  to  begin:  this  view  of  our  old 


Digitized  by 


Google 


362  AFTERNOON  AND  EYENING.  [Book  XXI. 

1763-1766. 

friend  Niissler  and  him  is  one  of  the  Pieces  we  can  give, 
— ^thanks  to  Herr  Busching  and  his  Beytrdge  for  the  last 
time !  Niissler  is  now  something  of  a  Country  Gentle- 
man, so  to  speak;  has  a  pleasant  place  out  to  east  of 
Berlin;  is  Landrath  (County  Chauman)  there,  "Land- 
rath  of  Nether-Bamim  Circle;"  where  we  heard  of  the 
Cossacks  spoiling  him:  he,  as  who  not,  has  suffered 
dreadfully  in  these  tumults.  Here  is  Biisching's  wel- 
come Account. 

Landrath  Niissler  and  the  King  (30th  March — 
3d  April  1763).      . 

'  March  30^,  1763,  Friedrich,  on  his  return  to  Berlin, 

*  came  by  the  route  of  Tassdorf,' — Tassdorf,  in  Nether- 
Bamim  Circle  (40  odd  miles  from  Frankfurt,  aad  above 
15  from  Berlin) ; — '  and  changed  horses  there.  During 
^  this  little  pause,  among  a  crowd  assembled  to  see  him, 

*  he  was  addressed  by  Nussler,  Landrath  of  the  Circle, 
'  who  had  a  very  piteous  story  to  tell.     Nussler  wished 

*  the  King  joy  of  his  noble  victories,  and  of  the  glorious 
'  Peace  at  last  achieved :  "  May  your  Majesty  reign  in 
'  health  and  happiness  over  us  many  years,  to  the  bless- 

*  ing  of  us  aU!" — and  recommended  to  his  gracious 

*  care   the  extremely  ruined,   and,   especially  by  the 

*  Russians,  uncommonly  devastated  Circle,  for  which' 
(continues  Busching)  ^this  industrious  Landrath  had 
'  not  hitherto  been  able  to  extract  any  effective  help.' 
Generally  for  the  Provinces  wasted  by  the  Russians 
there  had  already  some  poor  300,000  thalers  (45,000/.) 
been  allowed  by  a  helpful  Majesty,  not  over-rich  him- 
self at  the  moment;  and  of  thk,  Nether-Bamim  no 
doubt  gets  its  share :  but  what  is  this  to  such  ruin  as 
there  is?  A  mere  preliminary  drop,  instead  of  the  bucket 
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and  buckets  we  need ! — ^Biisching,  a  dull,  though  solid 
accurate  kind  of  man,  heavy-footed,  and  yet  always  in 
a  hurry,  always  slipshod,  has  nothing  of  dramatic  here ; 
far  from  it;  but  the  facts  themselves  fall  naturally  into 
that  form, — ^in  Three  Scenes : 

1.  Tassdorf  (still  two  hours  from  Berlin),  Kingy  Nusder  and 
a  Crowd  of  People^  Niissler  dloTie  daring  to  speak. 

King  (from  his  Carriage,  ostlers  making  despatch).  ^What 
"  is  your  Circle  most  short  of?** 

Landrath  NUssler.  ^^  Of  horses  for  ploughing  the  seed-fields, 
'^  of  lye  to  sow  them,  and  of  bread  till  the  crops  come.'' 

King.  "Eye  for  bread,  and  to  sow  with,  I  will  give;  with 
^'  horses  I  cannot  assiBi." 

NUssler.  "  On  representation  of  Privy-Councillor  von  Bren- 
"kenhof  (the  Minister  concerned  with  such  things),  "your 
^^  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  the  Neumark  and  Pommem 
"an  allowance  of  Artillery-  and  Commissariat -Horses:  but 
"poor  Nether -Bamim,  nobody  will  speak  for  it;  and  unless 
^'  your  Majesty's  gracious  self  please  to  take  pity  on  it,  Nether- 
"  Bamim  is  lostT — (^A  great  many  things  more  he  said,  in 
^  presence  of  a  large  crowd  of  men  who  had  gathered  round 
^  the  King^s  Carriage  as  the  horses  were  being  changed ;  and 
^  spoke  with  such  force  and  frankness  that  the  King  was  sur- 
^  prised,  and  asked :) — 

King.  "Who  are  you  I*'  (has  forgotten  the  long-serviceable 
maul) 

NUssler.  "  I  am  the  Niissler  who  was  lucky  enough  to  man- 
"  age  the  Fixing  of  the  Silesian  Boundaries  for  your  Majesty  T 

King.  ^^Ja^  jay  now  I  know  you  again !  Bring  me  all  the 
"  Landratihs  of  the  Kurmar^  (Mark  of  Brandenburg  Proper, 
Electoral  Mark)  "in  a  hody ;  I  will  speak  with  them." 

Niissler.  "  All  of  them  but  two  are  in  Berlin  already." 

King.  "  Send  off  estaf ettes  for  those  two  to  come  at  once 
"to  Berlin;  and  on  Thursday,"  day  after  tomorrow,  "come 
"  yourself,  with  all  the  others,  to  the  Schloss  to  me :  I  will 
"  then  have  some  closer  conversation,  and  say  what  I  can 
"  and  wiU  do  for  helping  of  the  countr/'  (ESng^s  Carriage 

VOL.  VL  AA 
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rolls  away,  TOth  low  bows  and  blessings  from  Niissler  and  every- 
body). 

2.  Tkttrsdayy  April  Isty  Nussler  and  assembled  Landraths  at 
the  Schloss  of  Berlin.    To  them,  enter  King.    •    * 

Nussler  (whom  they  have  appointed  spokesman).  *  *  "  Yonr 
"  Majesty  has  given  us  Peace ;  you  will  also  give  us  Well-being 
^'  in  the  Land  again :  we  leave  it  to  Highest-the-Same's  gracious 
"  judgment"  (no  limit  to  Highest-the-Same*s  pawery  it  would 
seem)  ^^  what  you  will  voudisafe  to  us  as  indemnification  for  the 
"  Russian  plunderings." 

Kinff.  *^  Be  you  quiet ;  let  me  speak.  Have  you  got  a  pencil 
"  {Hat  Er  crayon)  ?  Yes !  Well  tiiien,  write,  and  these  Gentle- 
"  men  shall  dictate  to  you : 

*  How  much  rye  for  bread ;    How  much  for  seed ;   How 

*  many  Horses,  Oxen,  Cows,  their  Circles  do  in  an  entirely 

*  pressing  way  require  ? 

^^  Consider  all  that  to  the  bottom ;  and  come  to  me  again  the 
"  day  after  tomorrow.  But  see  that  you  fix  everything  with  the 
"  utmost  exactitude,  for  I  cannot  give  much.'*     {Exit  King.) 

Nussler  (to  the  Landraths).  ^Meine  Herren,  have  the  good- 
^  ness  to  accompany  me  to  our  Landschaf  t  House"  (we  have 
a  kind  of  County  Hall,  it  seems) ;  ^^  there  wo  will  consider  eveiy- 
« thing." 

'And  Nussler,  goiding  the  deliberations,  which  are  glad  to 

*  follow  him  on  every  point,  and  writing  as  Pro-tempore  Secre- 
'  tary,  has  all  things  brought  to  luminous  Protocol,  in  the  course 
^  of  this  day  and  next* 

3.  SaJtxardayApfil^dyinilieSeld(yssagamiNii» 
roths.    To  them,  the  King. 

Nussler.  ^^  We  deliver  to  your  Majesty  the  written  Spedfica- 
^^  tion  you  were  graciously  pleased  to  command  of  us.  It  con- 
^^  tains  only  the  indispensablest  things  that  the  Circles  are  in 
"  need  of.  Moreover,  it  regards  only  the  Standi  (richer  No- 
bility), "who  pay  contribution;  the  Gfentay*  {Adel)y  "and  other- 
"  poor  people,  who  have  been  utterly  plundered  out  by  the  Rus- 
"  sians,  are  not  included  in  it : — ^the  Gentry  too  have  suffered 
"  very  much  by  the  War  md  jthe  Plundering.". 
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King.  ^'  What  JEdeUeute  that  are  niembers  of  Stdnde  have . 
«  you"  (Er)  "  got  in  your  Circle!" 

NUasler  (names  them ;  and,  as  finis  of  the  list,  adds) :  *  * 
*^  I  myself,  too,  your  Majesty,  I  have  suffered  more  than  any- 
^  body :  I  absolutely  could  not  furnish  those  4,0(K)  bushels  of 
"  meal  ordered  of  me  by  the  Eussians ;  upon  which  they  — " 

King.  "  I  cannot  give  to  all :  but  if  you  have  poor  Nobles  in 
*^  your  Circle,  who  can  in  no  way  help  themselves,  I  will  give 
^  them  something." 

Nu8sler  (^has  not  any  in  Nether-Bandm  who  are  altogeth^ 
^  in  that  extreme  predicament ;  but  knows  several  in  Lebus  Circle, 
^  names  them  to  the  King; — ^and  turning  to  the  Landrath  of 
^  Lebus,  and  to  another  who  is  mute) :  ^^  Heir,  you  can  name 
^  some  more  in  Lebus ;  and  you,  in  Teltow  Circle,  Herr  Land- 
*^  rath,  since  his  Majesty  permits."    *    *    In  a  word,  *  the  King 

*  having  informed  himself  and  declared  his  intention,  Niissler 
^  leads  the  Landraths  to  their  old  County  Hall,  and  brings  to 
^  Protocol  what  had  taken  place. 

^  Next  day,  the  Kammer  Fresidentf  (Exchequer  President), 

*  Von  der  Groben,  had  Niissler,  with  other  Landraths,  to  dinner. 
^  During  dinner,  there  came  from  Head-Secretary  EicheF  (Ma- 
jesty's unwearied  Clerk  of  the  Pelhy  Sheepskins,  or  Papers)  ^  an 

*  earnest  request  to  Von  der  Groben  for  help, — ^Eichel  not  being 

*  able  to  remember,  with  the  requisite  precision,  everything  his 

*  Majesty  had  bid  him  put  down  on  this  matter.     "You  will  go, 

*  Herr  von  Niissler ;  be  so  kind,  won't  you  ?**  And  Niissler  went^ 

*  and  fully  illuminated  Eichel.*    *    * 

To  the  poorest  of  the  Nobility,  Biisching  tells  us,  what  is. 
otherwise  well  known,  the  King  gave  considerable  sums :  to  one 
Circle  12,000/.,  to  another  9,000Z.,  6,000?.,  and  so  on.  ^  By  help  of 

*  which  bounties,  and  of  Niissler  labouring  incessantly  with  all  his 

*  strength,  Nieder-Bamim  Circle  got  on  its  feet  again,  no  subject 

*  having  been  entirely  ruined,  but  all  proving  able  to  recover.'* 

This  Biisching'  Fragment  is  not  in  the  style  of  the 
Elder  Dramatists,  or  for  the  Bankside  Theatre ;  but  this 
represents  a  Fact  which  befel  in  Gfod's  Creation,  and 
may  have  an  interest  of  its  own  to  the  Practical  Soul, 

>  BiLsching,  BeyirSge  (§  Nussler),  L  401-405. 
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especially  in  anarchic  Countries,  far  advanced  in  the 
"  Gold-nugget  and  Nothing  to  Buy  with  it"  Career  of 
unexampled  Prosperities. 

On  these  same  errands,  the  King  is  soon  going  on 
an  Inspection  Journey,  where  we  mean  to  accompany. 
But  first,  one  word,  and  one  will  suffice,  on  the  debased 
Coin.  The  Peace  was  no  sooner  signed,  than  Friedrich 
proceeded  on  the  Coin.  The  third  week  after  his  arrival 
home,  there  came  out  a  salutary  Edict  on  it,  April  21st; 
King  eager  to  do  it  without  loss  of  time,  yet  with  the 
deliberation  requisite.  Not  at  one  big  leap,  which  might 
shake,  to  danger  of  oversetting,  much  commercial  ar- 
rangement ;  but  at  two  leaps,  with  a  halfway  station 
intervening.  Halfway  station,  with  a  new  coinage  ready, 
much  purer  of  alloy  (and  marked  how  much,  for  the 
benefit  of  parties  with  accounts  to  settle),  is  to  com- 
mence on  Trinitatis  (Whitsunday)  instant;  fi^om  and 
after  Whitsunday,  the  improved  new  coin  to  be  sole 
legal  tender,  till  farther  notice.  Farther  notice  comes 
accordingly,  within  a  year,  March  29th,  1764 :  "  Pure 
money  of  the  standard  of  1750"  (honest  silver  coinage : 
readers  may  remember  Linsenbarth,  the  Candidatus 
TheohgicB^  and  his  sack  of  Batzen,  confiscated  at  the 
Packhof)  "  shall  be  ready  on  the  1st  of  June  instant;"^ 
— ^fi*om  and  after  which  day  we  hear  no  more  of  that  sad 
matter.  Finished  off  in  about  fourteen  months.  Here, 
meanwhile,  is  the  Inspection  Journey. 

Kriegsrath  Boden  and  the  King  (6th-13th  June 

1763). 

June  2rf,  1763,  Friedrich  left  Potsdam  for  Westphalia; 
got  as  far  as  Magdeburg  that  day.     Intends  seeing  into 

*  Bodenbedc,  ii  214, 234. 
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matters  with  his  own  eyes  in  that  region,  as  in  others, 
after  so  long  and  sad  an  absence.  There  are  with  him 
Triedrich  Wilhehn  Prince  of  Prussia,  a  tall  young  fellow 
of  nineteen;  General- Adjutant  von  Anhalt;  and  one  or 
two  Prussian  military  people.  From  Magdeburg  and  on- 
wards the  great  Duke  Ferdinand  accompanies, — ^who  is 
now  again  Governor  of  Magdeburg,  and  a  quiet  Prussian 
Officer  as  heretofore,  though  with  excellent  Pensions 
from  England,  and  glory  from  all  the  world. 

The  Royal  Party  goes  by  Halberstadt,  which  suf- 
fered greatly  in  the  War;  thence  by  Minden  (June 
4th);  and  the  first  thing  next  day,  Friedrich  takes 
view  of  the  Batde/ield  there, — ^under  Ferdinand's  own, 
guidance,  doubtless;  and  an  interesting  thing  to  both 
Friedrich  and  him,  though  left  silent  to  us.  This  done, 
they  start  for  Lippstadt,  are  received  there  under  joyous 
clangorous  outburst  of  aU  the  bells  and  aU  the  honours, 
that  same  afkemoon;  and  towards  sunset,  Hamm  being 
the  Night-quarter  ahead,  are  crossing  VeUingkatisenBatde' 
ground^ — ^where  doubtless  Ferdinand  again,  like  a  dutiftd 
apprentice,  wiU  explain  matters  to  his  old  master,  so 
far  as  needful  or  permissible.  The  conversation,  I  sup- 
pose, may  have  been  lively  and  miscellaneous:  Ferdi- 
nand mentions  a  clever  business-person  of  the  name  of 
Eoden,  whom  he  has  known  in  these  parts;  "Roden?" 
the  King  carefully  makes  note; — and,  in  fact,  we  shall 
see  Roden  presently,  and  his  bit  of  Dialogue  with  the 
King  (recorded  by  his  own  hand)  is  our  chief  errand 
on  this  Journey.  From  Hamm,  next  morning  (June 
6th),  they  get  to  Wesel  by  11  a.m.  (only  sixty  miles); 
Wesel  all  in  gala  as  Lippstadt  was,  or  still  more  than 
Lippstadt;  and  for  four  days  farther,  they  continue 
there  very  busy.  As  Roden  is  our  chief  errand,  let 
us  attend  to  Roden. 
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Wesel^  Monday^  June  Gth^  '  Dinner  being  done/  says 
an  authentic  Third-Party,*  *the  King  had  Kammer- 
'  Director  Meyen  smnmoned  to  liim  ivith  his  Register- 

*  Books,  Schedules,  and  Reports'  (what  they  call  jSiats) ; 

*  and  was  but  indifferently  contented  with  Meyen  and 

*  them.'  And  in  short,  *  ordering  Meyen  to  remodel 
'  these  into  a  more  distinct  condition,' — we  may  now 
introduce  the  Herr  Kriegsrath  Roden,  a  subaltern  in 
rank,  but  who  has  perhaps  a  better  head  than  Meyen  to 
judge  of  these'  £!tat8.  Roden  himself  shall  now  report. 
This  is  the  Royal  Dialogue  with  Roden;  accurately  pre- 
served for  us  by  him; — ^I  wish  it  had  been  better  worA 
the  reader's  trouble ;  but  its  perfect  credibility  in  every 
point  wiU  be  some  recommendation  to  it. 

^  Monday^  &tk  June  1763,  about  11  AJtf.  his  Majesty  arrived 

*  in  Wesel,*  says  Roden  (confirming  to  ns  the  authentic  Third- 
Party)  ;  '  I  waited  on  Adjutant-General  Colonel  von  Anhalt  to 

*  announce  myself ;  who  referred  me  to  Kriegsrath  Copei'  ("  mein 
Segreter  K&per^^  is  a  name  we  have  heard  before),  ^  who  told  me 
^  to  be  ready  so  soon  as  Dinner  should  be  over.    Dinner  was  no 

*  sooner  over'  (2  p.m.  or  so),  ^than  the  Herr  Kjunmer-Drrector 
<  Meyen  with  his  Etats  was  called  in.  His  Majesty  was  not 
^  content  with  these,  Herr  Meyen  was  told ;  and  they  were  to 

*  be  remodelled  into  a  more  distinct  condition.    The  instant  Herr 

*  Meyen  stept  out,  I  was  called  in.    Hb  Majesty  was  standing 

*  with  his  back  to  the  fire ;  and  said : 

King.  "  Come  nearer^'  (Koden  comes  nearer).  "  Prince  Fer- 
^  dinand"  (of  Brunswick,  whom  we  generally  call  Duke  and 
great,  to  distinguish  him  from  a  little  Prussian  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand) ^^has  told  me  much  good  of  yon:  where  do  you  come 
"from?" 

Boden.  "From  Soest''  (venerable  ^stone-old'  little  Town,  in 
Vellinghausen  region). 

King.  "  Did  you  get  my  Letter?** 

Boderu  "  Yea,  Ihro  MajestdtT 

*  Eodenbeck,  IL  217. 
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King.  *'  I  -mJl  give  yon  some  emploTnient.  Have  you  got  a 
"pendir 

Boden.  ^^  Yea"  (and  took  out  his  Notebook  and  tools,  wbich 
he  had  ^  bought  in  a  shop  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before'). 

Eing.  ^^  List^k  By  the  War  many  Houses  have  got  mined : 
^  I  mean  that  they  shall  be  put  in  order  again ;  for  which  end, 
<<  — ^to  those  that  cannot  themselves  help,  particularly  to  Soest, 
^  Hamm,  Liinen  and  in  part  Wesel,  as  places  that  have  suffered 
"most, — I  intend  to  give  the  moneys.  Now  you  must  make 
"  me  an  exact  List  of  what  is  to  be  done  in  those  places.  Thus" 
(King,  lifting  his  finger,  let  us  fancy,  dictates;  Boden,  with 
brand-new  pencil  and  tablets,  writes) : 

^  1^  In  each  of  those  Towns,  how  many  nuned  Houses  there 
^  are,  which  the  proprietors  themselves  can  manage  to  rebuild. 

*  2**.  How  many  which  the  proprietors  cannot.  3^  Th^  vacant 
'  groxmds  or  steadings  of  such  proprietors  as  are  perhaps  dead^  or 
^  g^xie  elsewhither,  must  be  given  to  others  that  are  willing  to 
^  build :  but,  in  regard  to  this.  Law  also  must  do  its  part,  and  the 

*  absent  and  the  heirs  must  be  cited  to  say.  Whether  they  will 
^  themselves  build?  and  in  case  they  won't,  the  steadings  can 

*  then  be  given  to  others.'    Soden  having  written, — 

JSSng,  "  In  the  course  of  six  days,  you  must  be  ready"  (what 
an  expeditious  King  I  Is  to  be  at  Cleve  the  sixth  day  hence : 
Meet  me  there,  then), — "  longer  I  cannot  give  you." 

Soden  (considering  a  moment).  "If  your  Majesty  will  peav 
"  mit  me  to  use  estafettes^  (express  messengers)  "  for  the  Towns 
"  farthest  off, — as  I  cannot  myself,  within  the  time,  travel  over 
"  all  the  Towns, — I  hope  to  be  ready." 

IRng.  "That  I  permit;  and  will  repay  you  the  estafette 
^  moneys. — ^TeU  me.  How  comes  the  decrease  of  population  in 
"  these  parts  ?    Eecruits  I  got  none." 

Roden.  *^  Under  favour  of  your  Majesty,  Regiment  Schenk- 
**  ^dorf  got,  every  year,  for  recompletion,  what  recruits  were 
^  wanted,  from  its  Canton  in  the  Graf schaf t  Mark  here." 

JGngr.  "  There  you  may  be  right :  but  from  Cleve  Country 
^  we  had  no  recruits;  not  we,  though  the  Austrians  had"  (with 
a  slight  sarcasm  of  tone). 

Roden.  "  Out  of  Cleve,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  were  no  re- 
*^  cruits  delivered  to  the  Austrians." 
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King.  "You  could  not  know;  you  were  with  the  Allied 
"  Army^  (Duke  Ferdinand's,  commissariating  and  the  like,  where 
Duke  Ferdinand  recognised  you  to  have  a  head). 

Roderu  "There  have  been  many  epidemic  diseases  too;  es- 
"  pecially  in  Soest ; — ^af  ter  the  Battle  of  Vellinghausen  all  the 
"  wounded  were  brought  thither,  and  the  hospitals  were  esta- 
"  blished  there.'' 

King.  "Epidemic  diseases  they  might  have  got  without  a 
"  Battle"  (dislikes  hearing  ill  of  the  soldier  trade).  "  I  will  have 
"  Order  sent  to  the  Cleve  Eammer,  Not  to  lay  hindrance  in  your 
"  way,  but  the  contrary.  Now  God  keep  you  (Gott  bewahre 
"  iAn)." — Eadt  Boden ; — ^  darauf  retirirte  michy*  says  he ; — ^but 
will  reappear  shortly. 

Sunday  12th  June  is  the  sixth  day  hence ;  later  than  the  end 
of  Sunday  is  not  permissible  to  swift  Boden ;  nor  does  he  need  it. 

Friday  10th,  Friedrich  left  Wesel;  crossed  the  Bhine,  in- 
tending for  Cleve ;  went  by  Crefeldy — at  Cref eld,  had  view  of 
another  Battlefield,  under  good  dceroneship ;  remarks  or  circiun- 
stances  otherwise  not  given: — and,  next  day,  Saturday  11th, 
picked  up  D'Alembert,  who,  by  appointment,  is  proceeding  to- 
wards Potsdam,  at  a  more  leisurely  rate.  That  same  Saturday, 
after  much  business  done,  the  King  was  at  Kempen,  thence  at 
Geldem;  speeding  for  Cleve  itself,  due  there  that  night.  At 
Geldem,  we  say,  he  picked  up  D'Alembert ;— concerning  whom, 
more  by  and  by.  And  finally,  *  on  Saturday  night,  about  half- 
past  8,  the  King  entered  Cleve,'  amid  joyances  extraordinary, 
but  did  not  alight ;  drove  direct  through  by  the  Nassau  Gate^ 
and  took  quarter  *in  the  neighbouring  Country-house  of  Belle- 
vue,  with  the  Dutch  General  von  Spaen  there,' — ^an  obHgmg 
acquaintance  once,  while  Lieutenant  Spaen,  in  our  old  Crown- 
Prince  times  of  trouble  I  Had  his  year  in  Spandau  for  us  there, 
while  poor  Katte  lost  his  head !  To  whom,  I  have  heard,  the 
King  talked  charmingly  on  this  occasion,  but  was  silent  as  to 
old  Potsdam  matters.^ — 

By  his  set  day,  Boden  is  also  in  Cleve,  punctual  man,  finished 
or  just  finishing;  and  ready  for  summons  by  his  Majesty.  And 
accordingly : 

•  Suprd,  liL  26. 
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*  Cleve^  Mondcy  June  13^  At  9  in  the  morning/  records  he, 

*  I  had  audience  of  the  Kin^s  Majesty :' — (In  Spaen's  Villa  of 
Bellevue,  shall  we  still  suppose  ?  Duke  Ferdinand,  Prince  of  Prus- 
sia, and  the  rest,  have  bestowed  themselves  in  other  fit  houses ; 
D'AIembert  too, — ^who  is  to  make  direct  for  Potsdam  henceforth, 
by  his  own  route ;  and  will  meet  us  on  arriving). — ^  I  handed 

*  him  my  Keport,  with  the  Tabular  Schedule.  His  Majesty  read 
^  it  carefully  through,  in  my  presence ;  and  examined  all  of  it 

*  with  strictness.    Was  pleased  to  signify  his  satisfaction  with  my 

*  work.  Resolved  to  allow  250,000  thalers  (37,500^)  for  this 
^  business  of  Eebuilding;  gave  out  the  due  Orders  to  his  Kam- 
^  mer,  in  consequence,  and  commanded  me  to  arrange  with  the 
'  Eammer  what  was  necessary.    This  done,  his  Majesty  said : 

King.  "  What  you  were  described  to  ine,  I  find  you  to  be. 
"  You  are  a  diligent  laborious  man ;  I  must  have  you  nearer  to 
"  me ; — ^in  the  Berlin  Kammer  you  ought  to  be.  You  shall  have 
"  a  good,  a  right  good  Salary ;  your  Patent  I  will  give  you  gratis ; 
"  also  a  VorspannrPasd^  (Standing  Order  available  at  all  Prus- 
sian Post-Stations)  "  for  two  carriages"  (rapid  Program  of  the 
thing,  though  yet  distant,  rising  in  the  Royal  fancy  I).  "  Now 
"  serve  on  as  faithfully  as  you  have  hitherto  done.** 

Roden,  "  That  is  the  object  of  all  my  endeavours.'*  {Exit : — I 
did  not  hear  specially  whitherward  just  now ;  but  he  comes  to  be 
supreme  Kammer-President  in  those  parts  by  and  by.) 

*  The  Herr  Kriegsrath  Coper  was  present,  and  noted  all  the 
Orders  to  be  expedited.'* 

These  snatches  of  notice  at  first-hand,  and  what  the 
reader's  fancy  may  make  of  these,  are  all  we  can  bestow 
on  this  Section  of  Friedrich's  Labours;  which  is  natu- 
rally more  interesting  to  Prussian  readers  than  to  Eng- 
1  i^4.  He  has  himself  given  lucid  and  eloquent  account 
i-^it, — Two  ample  Chapters,  'Des  Finances  f  'Du  Mill" 
\\ittf^ — altog^ether  pleasant  readiiMte.Bhould  there  still 

*  curiosity  up^Wt     There  is , 
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eloquent  in  Friedrich's  account  of  this  Battle  waged 
against  the  inanimate  Chaos;  something  of  exultant  and 
triumphant,  not  noticeable  of  him  in  regard  to  his  other 
Victories.  On  the  Leuthens,  Eossbachs,  he  is  always  cold 
as  water,  and  nobody  could  gather  that  he  had  the  least 
pleasure  in  recording  them.  Not  so  here.  And  indeed 
here  he  is  as  beautiful  as  anywhere ;  and  the  reader,  as  a 
general  son  of  Adam, — ^proud  to  see  human  intellect  and 
heroism  slaying  that  kind  of  lions,  and  doing  what  in 
certain  sad  epochs  is  unanimously  voted  to  be  impossible 
and  unattemptable, — exults  along  with  him;  and  perhaps 
whispers  to  his  own  poor  heart,  nearly  choked  by  the  im- 
measurable imbroglio  of  Blue-books  and  Parliamentary 
Eloquences  which  for  the  present  encumber  Heaven  and 
Earth,  '^Mdiora  spero.^^  To  Mirabeau,  the  following  de- 
tails, from  First  Hand,  but  already  of  twenty-three  years 
distance,  were  not  known,^  while  he  sat  penning  those 
robust  Essays  on  the  Duty  of  Leave-Alone. 

^  To  form  an  idea  of  the  general  sabyersion,'  says  the  Ejng, 
in  regard  to  1763,  ^  and  how  great  were  the  desolation  and  dis- 
'  couragement,  yon  must  represent  to  yourself  Countries  entirely 
'  ravaged,  the  very  traces  of  the  old  habitations  hardly  discover- 

*  able ;  Towns,  some  ruined  from  top  to  bottom,  others  half- 

*  destroyed  by  fire ; — 13,000  Houses,  of  which  the  very  vestiges 

*  were  gone.  No  field  in  seed ;  no  grain  for  the  food  of  the 
'  inhabitante ;  60,000  horses  needed,  if  there  was  to  be  ploughing 
^  carried  on :  in  the  Provinces  generally  Half-^armillion  Popuhr- 
'  tion  (500,000)  less  than  in  1756, — ^that  is  to  say,  upon  only 
^  Four  Millions  and  a  Half,  the  ninth  man  was  wanting.  Noble 
'  and  Peasant  had  been  pillaged,  ransomed,  foraged,  eaten  out  by 
^  so  many  different  Armies ;  nothing  now  left  them,  but  life  and 
f  miserable  rags. 

*  There  was  no  credit  by  trading  people,  even  for  the  daily 

>  Appeared  first  in  Twm  v.  of '  (Euvres  Poathvmea  de  FredSric  II'  (are 
in  Tome  vi.  of  Prenss's  Edition  of  (Euvres), '  Berlin  1788  ;*-^bove  a  year 
after  Mirabeau  had  left. 
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*  necessaries  of  life.'  And  furthermore,  what  we  were  not  pre^ 
pared  for,  *  No  poKce  in  the  Towns :  to  habits  of  equity  and  order 
^  had  succeeded  a  Tile  greed  of  gain  and  an  anarchic  disorder. 
^  The  Colleges  of  Jnstice  and  of  Finance  had,  by  these  frequent 
•*  invasions  of  so  many  enemies,  been  reduced  to  inaction :'  no 
Judge,  in  many  places  not  even  a  Taxgatherer:  ^the  silence 

*  of  the  Laws  had  produced  in  the  people  a  taste  for  license ; 
'  boundless  appetite  for  gain  was  their  main  rule  of  action :  the 

*  noble,  the  merchant,  the  farmer,  the  labourer,  raising  emu- 

*  lously  each  the  price  of  his  commodity,  seemed  to  endeavour 

*  only  for  their  mutual  ruin.  Such,  when  the  War  ended,  was 
^  the  fatal  spectacle  over  these  Provinces,  which  had  once  been 

*  so  flourishing :  however  pathetic  the  description  may  be,  it  will 
^  never  approach  the  touching  and  sorrowful  impression  which 

*  the  sight  of  it  produced.' 

Friedrich  found  that  it  would  never  do  to  trust  to  the  mere 
aid  of  Time  in  such  circumstances :  at  the  end  of  the  Thirty- 
Years  War,  "  Time**  had,  owing  to  absolute  want  of  money, 
been  the  one  recipe  of  the  Great  Elector  in  a  similar  case; 
and  Time  was  then  found  to  mean  ^^  about  a  hundred  Years." 
Friedrich  found  that  he  must  at  once  step  in  with  active  reme- 
dies, and  on  all  hands  to  make  the  impossible  possible.  Luckily 
he  had  in  readiness,  as  usual,  the  funds  for  an  Eighth  Cam- 
paign, had  such  been  needed.  Out  of  these  moneys  he  pro- 
ceeded to  rebuild  the  Towns  and  Villages ;  *  from  the  Com- 
'  Stores  (ffranaries  Wabondxmce^  Government  establishments  gar 
thered  from  plentiful  harvests  against  scarce,  according  to  old 
rule)   ^were  taken  the  suppHes  for  food  of  the  people  and 

*  sowing  of  the  ground :  the  horses  intended  for  the  artillery, 

*  baggage   and  commissariat,'   60,000   horses  we  have  heard^ 

*  were  distributed  among  those  who  had  none,  to  be  employed 
^  in  the  tillage  of  the  land.  Silesia  was  discharged  from  all  taxes 
'  for  six  months ;  Pommem  and  the  Neumark  for  two  years.  A 
^  smn  of  about  Three  Million  sterling'  (in  duiUrB  20,389,000) 
^  was  given  for  relief  of  the  Provinces,  and  as  acquittance  of  the 
^  impositions  the  Enemy  had  wrung  from  them. 

^  Great  as  was  this  esqpense,  it  was  necessary  and  indispensable. 

*  The  condition  of  these  Provinces  after  the  Peace  oi  Huberts- 

*  burg  recalled  what  we  know  of  them  when  the  Peace  of  Miinster 
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*  closed  the  famous  Thirty-Years  War.  On  that  occasion  the 
^  State  failed  of  help  from  want  of  means ;  which  put  it  out  of 
^  the  Great  Elector^s  po-v^r  to  assist  his  people :  and  what  hap- 

*  pened  f    That  a  whole  century  elapsed  before  his  Successors 

*  could  restore  the  Towns  and  Champaigns  to  what  they  were. 
^  This  impressive  example  was  admonitory  to  the  King :  that  to 
^  repair  the  Public  Calamities,  assistance  must  be  prompt  and 

*  effective.  Repeated  gifts  (largesses)  restored  courage  to  the 
^  poor  Husbandmen,  who  began  to  despair  of  their  lot ;  by  the 
'  helps  given,  hope  in  all  classes  sprang  up  anew :  encouragement 
'  of  labour  produced  activity ;  love  of  Country  rose  again  with 
'  fresh  life :  in  a  word'  (within  the  second  year  in  a  markedly 
hopeful  manner,  and  within  seven  years  altogether),  ^the  fields 
^  were  cultivated  again,  manufacturers  had  resumed  their  work; 

*  and  the  Police,  once  more  in  vigour,  corrected  by  degrees  the 
'  vices  that  had  taken  root  during  the  time  of  anarchy.'^ 

To  Friedrich's  diffictilties,  which  were  not  incon- 
siderable, mark  only  this  last  additament :  *  During  this 

*  War,  the  elder  of  the  Councillors,  and  all  the  Ministers 

*  of  the  Grand  Directorium'  (centre  of  Prussian  Admi- 
nistration), *  had  successively  died :  and  in  such  time  of 

*  trouble  it  had  been  impossible  to  replace  them.     The 

*  embarrassment  was,  To  find  persons  capable  of  filling 

*  these  different  employments'  (some  would  have  very 
soon  done  it,  your  Majesty;  but  their  haste  would  not 
have  tended  to  speed!) — 'We  searched  the  Provinces 

*  {on  fouilla^  sifted),  where  good  heads  were  found  as 

*  rare  as  in  the  Capital :  at  length  five  Chief  Ministers 

*  were  pitched  upon,' — ^who  prove  to  be  tolerable,  and 
even  good.  Three  of  them  were,  the  Vans  Blumenthal, 
Massow,  Hagen,  unknown  to  readers  here :  fourth  and 
fifth  were,  the  Von  Wedell  as  War  Minister,  once  Dic- 
tator at  Ziillichau;  and  a  Von  der  Horst,  who  had  what 
we  might  partially  call  the  Home  Department,  and  who 
may  by  accident  once  or  so  be  nameable  again. 

•  (Euvres  de  FrSdiriCj  vL  74,  75. 
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Nor  was  War  all,  says  the  King :  '  accidental  Fires 
'  in  different  places/  while  we  struggled  to  repair  the 
ravagings  of  War,  '  were  of  unexampled  frequency,  and 

*  did  immense  farther  damage.     From  1765  to  1769, 
^  here  is  the  Ust  of  places  burnt :  In  East  Preussen,  the 

*  City  of  Konigsberg  twice  over;  in  Silesia,  the  Towns 

*  of  Freystadt,  Ober-Glogau'  (do  readers  recollect  Mati- 
teuffel  of  Foot  and  "  Wir  woUen  ihm  was^^  l\  *  Parchwitz, 

*  Naumburg-on-Queiss,  and  Goldberg;   in  the  Mark, 
^  Nauen;  in  the  Neumark,  Calies  and  a  part  of  Lans- 

*  berg;  in  Pommem,  Belgard  and  Tempelburg.     These 
'  accidents  required  incessantly  new  expenditures  to  re- 

*  pair  them/ 

Friedrich  was  not  the  least  of  a  Free  Trader,  except 
where  it  suited  him :  and  his  continual  subventions  and 
donations,  guidances,  encouragements,  commandings  and 
prohibitions,  wise  supervision  and  impulsion, — ^are  a  thing 
I  should  like  to  hear  an  intelligent  Mirabeau  (Junior  or 
Senior)  discourse  upon,  after  he  had  well  studied  them ! 
For  example :  *  On  rendit  les  Pritres  utiles^  The  Priests, 

*  Catholic  Priests,  were  turned  to  use  by  obliging  all 

*  the  rich  Abbeys  to  establish  manufactures :  here  it 
^  was  weavers  making  damasks  and  table-cloths;  there 

*  oil-mills'  (oil  fix>m  linseed) ;  *  or  workers  in  copper, 
^  wire-drawers;  as  suited  the  localities  and  the  natural 

*  products, — ^the  flaxes  and  the  metals,  with  water-power, 

*  markets,  and  so  on.'   What  a  charming  resuscitation  of 
the  rich  Abbeys  fix>m  their  dormant  condition  I 

I  should  like  still  better  to  explain  how,  in  Lower 
Silesia,  *we  {on)  managed  to  increase  the  number  of 
'  Husbandmen  by  4,000  families.    You  will  be  surprised 

*  how  it  was  possible  to  multiply  to  this  extent  the  people 

*  living  by  Agriculture  in  a  Country  where  already  not 

*  a  field  was  waste.    The  reason  was  this.    Many  Lords 
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'  of  Land,  to  increase  their  Domain,  had  imperceptibly 

*  appropriated  to  themselves  the  holdings  {terres)  of  their 
^  vassals.     Had  this  abuse  been  suffered  to  go  on,  in 

*  time  a  great' —  But  the  commentary  needed  would 
be  too  lengthy;  we  will  give  only  the  result:  *  In  the 

*  long-run,  every  Village  would  have  had  its  Lord,  but 

*  there  would  have  been  no  tax-paying  Farmers  left' 
The  Landlord,  ruler  of  these  Landless,  might  himself 
(as  Majesty  well  knows)  have  been  made  to  pay,  had 
tibat  been  ail;  but  it  was  not.  ^  To  possess  something; 
'  that  is  what  makes  the  citizen  attached  to  his  Country; 

*  those  who  have  no  property,  and  have  nothing  to  lose, 
'what  tie  have  they?'  A  weak  one,  in  comparison !- 
'  All  these  things  being  represented  to  the  Landlord 
'  Qass,  their  own  advantage  made  them  consent  to  re- 

*  place  their  Peasants  on  the  old  footing.'     *    * 

^  To  make  head  against  so  many  extraordinary  de- 

*  mands,'  adds  the  King  (looking  over  to  a  new  Chapter, 
that  of  The  Military^  which  Department,  to  his  eyes,  was 
not  less  shockingly  dilajndated  than  the  Civile  and  equally 
or  more  needed  instant  repair),  '  new  resources  had  to 

*  be  devised.  For,  besides  what  was  needed  for  reesta- 
'  blishment  of  the  Provinces,  new  Fortificaticma  were 
'  necessary;  and  aU  our  Cannon,  Svaais  (worn  too  wide 

*  in  the  bore),  needed  to  be  refounded ;  which  occasicxied 

*  considerable  new  expense.     This  led  us  to  improve- 

*  ment  of  the  Excises,' — concerning  which  there  will 
have  to  be  a  Section  by  itself, 


/ 


Of  Friedrich's  new  Excise'System. 

Li  his  late  Lispection-Joumey  to  Cleve  coimtiy, 
D'Alembert,  from  Paris,  by  appointment  waited  for  the. 
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King;^^ — ^picked  up  at  Geldem  (June  11th),  as  we  saw 
above.  D'Alembert  got  to  Potsdam,  June  22d;  stayed 
till  middle  of  August.  He  had  met  the  King  once  before, 
in  1755;  who  found  him  "a  bon  garqon^^^  as  we  then 
saw.  D* Alembert  was  always,  since  that  time,  an  agree- 
able, estimable  little  man  to  Friedrich.  Age  now  about 
forty-six;   has  lately  refused  the  fine  Russian  post  of 

*  Tutor  to  the  Czarowitsh'  (Czarowitsh  Paul,  poor  little 
Boy  of  eight  or  nine,  whom  we,  or  Herr  Bftsching  for 
us,  saw  galloping  about,  not  long  since,  ^  in  his  dressing- 
gown,'  under  Panim's  Tutorage);  refuses  now,  in  a 
delicate  gradual  manner,  the  fine  Prussiaa  post  of  Per- 
petual President,  or  Successor  to  ]^£aupertuis; — defi- 
nitely preferring  his  frugal  pensions  at  Paris,  and  garret 
all  his  own  there.  Continues,  especially  after  this  two- 
months  idsit  of  1763,  one  of  the  King's  chief  corre- 
spondents for  the  next  twenty  years."  A  man  of  much 
clear  intellect;  a  thought  shrieky  in  his  ways  some- 
times; but  alwaj^  prudent,  rational,  polite,  and  loyally 
recognising  Friedrich  as  a  precious  article  in  this  world. 
Here  is  a  word  of  D' Alembert's  to  Madame  du  Deffand, 
at  Paris,  scnne  ten  or  twelve  days  after  the  Cleve  meet- 
ing, and  the  third  day  after  his  arrival  here : 

'  ^  'PoUdam,25AJunein^.  Madame,-  •  ♦  I^notgo 
^  into  the  praises  of  this  Prince,'  King  Friedrich,  my  now  Host; 
'  in  my  month  it  might  be  snapidons :  I  wiU  merely  send  jou  two 
<  traits  of  him,  which  wiU  indicate  his  way  of  thinking  and  feeling. 
'  When  I  spoke  to  him'  (at  Geldem,  probably,  on  our  first  meet- 
ing) ^of  the  gloiy  he  had  acquired,  he  answered,  with  the  greatest 

»  In  (Euwres  de  Fredhic,  zxir.  377-380  (D^Alembert^s  fine  biis  oi 
Letters  in  prospect  of  Potadun,  'Paris,  7th  Much— 29th  April  1763  f  an4 
two  small  Notes  while  there, '  Sans-Sonci,  6th  July — 15th  August  1763*). 

»'  *29th  October  1783/  D'Alembert  died :  'bom  16th  November  1717 ;' 
— a  Foondling,  as  is  WeU  known ;  'Mother  a  Sister  of  Cardinal  Tendn^s ; 

*  Father,'  accidental, '  an  Officer  in  the  Artillery.*  .    1 
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^  simplicity^  That  there  was  a  f  urions  discount  to  be  deducted 
'  from  said  glory ;  that  chance  came  in  for  almost  the  whole  of 
^  it;  and  that  he  would  far  rather  have  done  Racine's  AihaUe 
^  than  all  this  War : — Athalie  is  the  work  he  likes,  and  re-reads 

*  of tenest ;  I  believe  you  won't  disapprove  his  taste  there.    The 

*  other  trait  I  have  to  give  you  is,  That  on  the  da/  (15th  Febru- 
ary last)  ^of  concluding  this  Peace,  which  is  so  glorious  to  him, 

*  some  one  saying  "  It  is  the  finest  day  of  your  Majesty's  life  :** 
^  The  finest  day  of  life,"  answered  he,  ^*  is  the  day  on  which  one 
'quits it"    *    •— Adieu,  Madame.'" 

The  meeting  in  Cleve  Country  was,  no  doubt,  a  very 
pretty  passage,  with  Two  pretty  Months  following; — 
and  if  it  be  true  that  Hdveims  was  a  consequence,  the 
11th  of  June  1763  naay  almost  claim  to  be  a  kind  of 
epoch  in  Friedrich's  later  history.  The  opulent  and 
ingenious  M.  Helvetius,  who  wrote  De  V Esprit^  and  has 
got  banished  for  that  feat  (lost  in  the  gloom  of  London 
in  those  months),  had  been  a  mighty  Tax-gatherer  as 
well;  D'Alembert,  as  brother  Philosophe,  was  familiar 
Tvith  Helvetius.  It  is  certain,  also.  King  Friedrich,  at 
this  time,  found  he  would  require  annually  two  million 
thalers  more; — ^where  to  get  them,  seemed  the  impossi- 
bility. A  General  Ejrockow,  who  had  long  been  in 
French  Service,  and  is  much  about  the  King,  was  often 
reconomaending  the  French  Excise-system; — he  is  the 
Krockow  ot  Domstadd,  and  that  Siege  of  Olmiitz,  me- 
morable to  some  of  us : — "  A  wonderful  Excise-system," 
Krockow  is  often  saying,  in  this  time  of  straits.  "  Who 
completely  understands  it  ?'^  the  King  might  ask.  "  Hel- 
vetius, against  the  world!"  D'Alembert  could  justly 
answer.  "  Invite  Helvetius  to  leave  his  London  exUe, 
and  accept  an  asylum  here,  where  he  may  be  of  vital 
use  to  me !"  concludes  Friedrich. 

"  '  (Euvres  Potihume9  de  D'Alembert  (Paris,  1799),  i  197:'  cited  in 
Preui9^  ii  348. 
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Helvetius  came  in  March  1765;  stayed  till  June 
1766:^^ — within  which  time  a  French  Excise-system, 
which  he  had  been  devising  and  putting  together,  had 
just  got  in  gear,  and  been  in  action  for  a  month,  to 
Helvetius's  satisfaction.  Who  thereupon  went  his  way, 
and  never  returned; — ^taking  with  him,  as  man  and  tax- 
gatherer,  the  King's  lasting  gratitude;  but  by  no  means 
that  of  the  Prussian  Nation,  in  his  tax-gathering  capa- 
city !  All  Prussia,  or  aU  of  it  that  fell  under  this  Hel- 
vetius Excise-system,  united  to  condemn  it,  in  aU  manner 
of  dialects,  louder  and  louder :  here,  for  instance,  is  the 
utterance  of  Herr  Hamann,  himself  a  kind  of  Custom- 
house Clerk  (at  Konigsberg,  in  East  Preussen),  and  on 
modest  terms  a  Literary  man  of  real  merit  and  origin- 
ality, who  may  be  supposed  to  understand  this  subject: 
"  And  so,"  says  Hamann,  "  the  State  has  declared  its 
''  own  subjects  incapable  of  managing  its  Finance-sys- 
*'  tem;  and  in  this  way  has  intrusted  its  heart,  that  is 
"  the  purse  of  its  subjects,  to  a  company  of  Foreign 
"  Scoundrels,  ignorant  of  everything  relating  to  it  !"^^ 

This  lasted  all  Friedrich's  lifetime ;  and  gave  rise 
to  not  a  little  buzzing,  especially  in  its  primary  or  in- 
cipient stages.  It  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  unsuc- 
cessfullest  Finance-adventures  Friedrich  ever  engaged 
in.  It  cost  his  subjects  infinite  small  trouble ;  awakened 
very  great  complaining ;  and  for  the  first  time,  real  dis- 
content,— ^skin-deep  but  sincere  and  universal,  against 
the  misguided  Vater  Fritz.  Much  noisy  absurdity  there 
was  upon  it,  at  home,  and  especially  abroad :  "  Griping 
miser,"  "greedy  tjn^ant,"  and  so  forth!  Deducting  all 
which,  everybody  now  admits  that  Friedrich's  aim  was 

"  Rodenbeck,  il  254 ;  Preuas,  iii.  11. 

"  *  Hamann  to  Jacobi*  (see  Preuas,  iii.  1-35),  *  Konigsberg,  ISth  Janu- 
ary 1786.' 

VOL.  VI.  BB 
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excellent  and  proper;  but  nobody  denies  withal  that 
the  means  were  inconsiderate,  of  no  profit  in  proportion 
to  the  trouble  they  gave,  and  improper  to  adopt  unless 
the  necessity  compelled. 

Friedrich  is  forbidden,  or  forbids  himself,  as  we  have 
often  mentioned,  to  impose  new  taxes:  and  neverthe- 
less now,  on  calculations  deep,  minute,  and  no  doubt 
exact,  he  judges  That  for  meeting  new  attacks  of  War 
(or  being  ready  to  meet,  which  will  oftenest  mean 
averting  them), — ^a  thing  which,  as  he  has  just  seen, 
may  concern  the  very  existence  of  the  State, — it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  on  foot  such  and  such 
quotities  and  kinds  of  Soldiery  and  War-furniture,  visible 
to  all  neighbours ;  and  privately  in  the  Treasury  never 
less  than  such  and  such  a  sum.  To  which  end  Arith- 
metic declares  that  there  is  required  about  Two  Million 
thalers  more  of  yearly  revenue  than  we  now  have.  And 
where,  in  these  circumstances,  are  the  means  of  raising 
such  a  sum? 

Friedrich  imposes  no  new  taxes;  but  there  may  be 
stricter  methods  of  levying  the  old; — ^there  may,  and  in 
fact  there  must,  be  means  found!  Friedrich  has  con* 
suited  his  Finance  Ministers ;  put  the  question  seriatim 
to  these  wise  heads :  they  answer  with  one  voice, "  There 
are  no  means."^^  Friedrich,  therefore,  has  recourse  to 
Helvetius;  who,  on  due  consideration,  and  after  survey 
of  much  documentary  and  tabulary  raw-material,  is  of 
opinion.  That  the  Prussian  Excises  would,  if  levied  with 
the  punctuality,  precision  and  vigilant  exactitude  of 
French  methods,  actually  yield  the  required  overplus. 
"  Organise  me  the  methods,  then ;  get  them  put  in 
action  here ;  imder  French  hands,  if  that  be  indispens- 
able."   Helvetius  bethought  him  of  what  fittest  French 

»  Eodenbeck,  ii.  256. 
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hands  there  were  to  his  knowledge, — ^m  France  there 
are  a  great  many  hands  flung  idle  in  the  present  down- 
break  of  finance  there : — Helvetius  appears  to  have  se- 
lected, arranged  and  contrived  in  this  matter  with  his 
best  diligence.  De  Launay,  the  Head-engineer  of  the 
thing,  was  admitted  by  all  Prussia,  after  Twenty-two 
years  imfriendly  experience  of  him,  to  have  been  a  suit- 
able and  estimable  person;  a  man  of  judicious  ways,  ci 
no  small  intelligence,  •prudence,  and  of  very  great  skill 
in  administering  business. 

Head-engineer  De  Launay,  one  may  guess,  would  ^ 
be  consulted  by  Helvetius  in  choice  of  the  subaltern 
Officials,  the  stokers  and  steerers  in  this  new  Steam- 
Machinery,  which  had  all  to  be  manned  from  France. 
There  were  Four  heads  of  departments  immediately 
under  De  Launay,  or  scarcely  under  him,  junior  brothers 
rather: — ^who  chose  these  I  did  not  hear;  but  these 
latter,  it  is  evident,  were  not  a  superior  quality  of  people. 
Of  these  Four,— aU  at  very  high  salaries,  from  De  Lau- 
nay  downwards ;  "  higher  than  a  Prussian  Minister  of 
State!"  murmured  the  public, — ^two,  within  the  first 
year,  got  into  quarrel;  fought  a  duel,  fatal  to  one  of 
them;  so  that  there  were  now  only  Three  left.  "  Three, 
with  De  Launay,  will  do,"  opined  Friedrich ;  and  divided 
the  vacant  salary  among  the  survivors :  in  which  form 
they  had  at  least  no  more  duelling. 

As  to  the  subaltern  working-parties,  the  Visitateurs^ 
ConiroUeurs^  Jaugeurs  (Gangers),  Phmbeurs  (Lead- 
stampers),  or  the  strangest  kind  of  all,  called  '  Cellar- 
Rats  {Commis  Bate-de-Cave)^  they  were  so  detested  and 
exclaimed  against,  by  a, Public  impatient  of  the  work 
itself  there  is  no  knowing  what  their  degree  of  scoun- 
drelism  was,  nor  even,  within  amazingly  wide  limits, 
what  the  arithmetical  number  of  them  was.    About  500 
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in  the  whole  of  Prussia,  says  a  quiet  Prussian,  who  has 
made  some  inquiry-/^  1,500  says  Mirabeau;  3,000  say 
other  exaggerative  persons,  or  even  5,000;  DeLaimay's 
accoimt  is,  Not  at  any  time  above  200.  But  we  can  all 
imagine  how  vexatious  they  and  their  business  were. 
Nobody  now  is  privileged  with  exemption:  from  one 
and  all  of  you.  Nobles,  Clergy,  People,  strict  account  is 
required,  about  your  beers  and  liquors ;  your  coflFee, 
salt ;  your  consumptions  and  your  purchases  of  all  ex- 
cisable articles : — ^nay,  I  think  in  coffee  and  salt,  in  salt 
.for  certain,  what  you  will  require,  according  to  your 
station  and  domestic  numbers,  is  computed  for  you,  to 
save  trouble ;  such  and  such  quantities  you  will  please 
to  buy  in  our  presence,  or  to  pay  duty  for,  whether  you 
buy  them  or  not.  Into  all  houses,  at  any  hour  of  the 
day  or  of  the  night,  these  cellar-rats  had  liberty, — (on 
warrant  from  some  higher  rat  of  their  own  type,  I  know 
not  how  much  higher;  and  no  sure  appeal  for  you,  ex- 
cept to  the  King ;  tolerably  sure  there,  if  you  be  inno- 
cent^ but  evidently  perilous  if  you  be  only  not-convicted  I) 
— ^had  liberty,  I  say,  to  search  for  contraband ;  all  your 
presses,  drawers,  repositories,  you  must  open  to  these 
beautiful  creatures;  watch  in  nightcap,  and  candle  in 
hand,  while  your  things  get  all  tumbled  hither  and 
thither,  in  the  search  for  what  perhaps  is  not  there ;  nay, 
it  was  said  and  suspected,  but  I  never  knew  it  for  cer- 
tain, that  these  poisonous  French  are  capable  of  slipping- 
in  something  contraband,  on  purpose  to  have  you  fined 
whether  or  not. 

Readers  can  conceive,  though  apparently  Friedrich 
did  not,  what  a  world  of  vexation  all  this  occasioned; 
and  how,  in  the  continual  annoyance  to  all  mankind,  the 
irritation,  provocation,  and  querulous  eloquence  spread 

M  » Beguelin,  Accise-  und  ZolUVerfaamng^  S.  138'  (Prcuss,  iii.  18). 
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among  high  and  low.  Of  which  the  King  knew  some- 
thing; but  far  from  the  whole.  His  object  was  one  of 
vital  importance ;  and  his  plan  once  fixed,  he  went  on 
with  it,  according  to  his  custom,  regardless  of  little  rubs. 
The  Anecdote  Books  are  full  of  details,  comic  mostly,  on 
this  subject :  How  the  French  rats  pounced  down  upon 
good  harmless  people,  innocent  frugal  parsonages,  farm- 
houses; and  were  comically  flung  prostrate  by  native 
ready  wit,  or  by  direct  appeal  to  the  King.  Details, 
never  so  authentic,  could  not  be  advisable  in  this  place. 
Perhaps  there  are  not  more  than  Two  authentic  Pass- 
ages, known  to  me,  which  can  now  have  the  least  inte- 
rest, even  of  a  momentary  sort,  to  English  readers.  The 
first  is.  Of  King  Friedrich  caricatured  as  a  Miser  grind- 
ing Coffee.  I  give  it,  without  essential  alteration  of  any 
kind,  in  Herr  Preuss's  words,  copied  from  those  of  one 
who  saw  it : — ^the  second,  which  relates  to  a  Princess  or 
Ex-Princess  of  the  Royal  House,  I  must  reserve  for  a 
little  while-     Herr  Preuss  says : 

'  Once,  during  the  time  of  the  Regie'  (which  lasted 
from  1766  to  1786  and  the  King's  death:  no  other 
date  assignable,  though  1768,  or  so,  may  be  imaginable 
for  our  purpose),  '  as  the  King  came  riding  along  the 

*  Jager  Strasse,  there  was  visible  near  what  is  called  the 
'  Furstenhaus,'  kind  of  Berlin  SomerseUHouse^^'^  '  a  great 

*  crowd  of  people.  "  See  what  it  is !"  the  King  sent 
'  his  one  attendant,  a  heiduc  or  groom,  into  it,  to  learn 
'  what  it  was. .  "  They  have  something  posted  up  about 
'your  Majesty,"  reported  the  groom;    and  Friedrich, 

*  who  by  this  time  had  ridden  forward,  took  a  look  at 
'  the  thing;  which  was  a  Caricature  figure  of  himself: 
'  King  in  very  melancholy  guise,  seated  on  a  Stool,  a 
'  Coffee-mill  between  his  knees;  diligently  grinding  with 

>'  Kicolai,  i  165. 
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*  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  picking  up  any  bean 

*  that  might  have  fallen,     "  Hang  it  lower,"  said  the 

*  King,  beckoning  his  groom  with  a  wave  of  the  finger : 
"Lower,  that  they  may  not  have  to  hurt  their  nedks 
"  about  it!"     No  sooner  were  the  words  spoken,  which 

*  spread  instantly,  than  there  rose  from  the  whole  crowd 

*  one  universal  huzzah  of  joy.    They  tore  the  Caricature 

*  into  a  thousand  pieces,  and  rolled  after  the  King  with 
'  loud  "  Lebe  hock^  Our  Friedrich  forever !"  as  he  rode 
'  slowly  away.'^*  That  is  their  Friedrich's  method  with 
the  Caricature  Department.  Heffiier,  Kapellmeister  in 
Upsala,  reports  this  bit  of  memorability;  he  was  then 
of  the  Bang's  Music-Chapel  in  Berlin,  and  saw  this  with 
his  eyes. 

The  King's  tendency  at  all  times,  and  his  practice 
generally,  when  we  hear  of  it,  was  to  take  the  people's 
side;  so  that  gradually  these  French  procedures  were 
a  great  deal  mitigated;  and  die  Begie^ — ^so  they  called 
this  hateful  new-fangled  system  of  Excise  Machinery, 
— ^became  much  more  supportable,  '  the  sorrows  of  it 
nothing  but  a  tradition  to  the  younger  sort,'  reports 
Dohm,  who  is  extremely  ample  on  this  subject.^*  De 
Launay  was  honourably  dismissed,  and  the  whole  Eegie 
abolished,  a  month  or  two  after  Friedrich's  death. 

With  a  spleaietic  satisfaction  authentic  Dohm,  who 
sufficiently  condemns  the  Eegie^  adds  that  it  was  not 
even  successful;  and  shows  by  evidence,  and  computa- 
tion to  the  uttermost  farthing,  that  instead  of  two  mil- 
lion thalers  annually,  it  yielded  on  the  average  rather 
less  than  one.  The  deared  overplus  of  two  millions, 
and  a  good  deal  more  did  indeed  come  in,  says  he :  but 

I*  PreuflB,  iii  275  C  &om  Berlin  ConversationahlaU  &o.  of  1827,  Na  253'). 
1*  Christian  Wilhelin  Ton  Dohm,  Denkumrdigkeiten  meiner  Zdt  (Lemgo 
nnd  Hanover,  1819),  iv.  500  etaeq. 
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it  was  owing  to  the  great  prosperity  of  Prussia  at  large, 
after  the  Seven -Years  War;  to  the  manifold  industries 
awakening,  which  have  gone  on  progressive  ever  since. 
Dohm  declares  farther,  that  the  very  object  was,  in  a 
sort,  fanciful,  nugatory;  arguing  that  nobody  did  attack 
Friedrich; — ^but  omitting  to  prove  that  nobody  would 
have  done  so,  had  Friedrich  not  stood  ready  to  receive 
him.  We  will  remark  only,  what  is  very  indisputable, 
that  Friedrich,  owing  to  the  Regie,  or  to  other  causes, 
did  get  the  humble  overplus  necessary  for  him;  and  did 
stand  ready  for  any  war  which  might  have  come  (and 
which  did  in  a  sort  come) ;  that  he  more  and  more 
relaxed  the  Regie,  as  it  became  less  indispensable  to 
Mm;  and  was  ^villing,  if  he  found  the  Caricatures  and 
Opposition  Placards  too  high  posted,  to  save  the  poor 
reading  people  any  trouble  that  was  possible. 

A  French  eyewitness  testifies :  '  They  had  no  talent, 

*  these  R^gie  fellows,  but  that  of  writing  and  ciphering; 
'  extremely  conceited  too,  and  were  capable  of  the  most 

*  ridiculous  follies.    Once,  for  instance,  they  condemned 

*  a  common  soldier,  who  had  hidden  some  pounds  of 
'  tobacco,  to  a  fine  of  200  thalers.  The  King,  on  re- 
'  viewiag  it  for  confirmation, '  wrote  on  the  margin: 
"  Before  confirming  this  sentence,  I  should  wish  to 
"  know  where  the  Soldier,  who  gets  8  groschen"  (nine- 
pence  halfpenny)  "in  the  5  days,  will  find  the  200 
"  crowns  for  paying  this  Fine !"  '^^  Innumerable  in- 
stances of  a  constant  disposition  that  way,  on  the  Kiag's 
part,  stand  on  record.  "  A  crown  a  head  on  the  import 
"  of  fat  cattle,  Tax  on  butcher's-meat?"  writes  he  once 
to  De  Launay:  "No,  that  would  fall  on  the  poorer 
"  classes;  to  that  I  must  say  No.  I  am,  by  oflBLce,  Pro- 
"  curator  of  the  Poor  {Vavocat  du  pauvre)"    Elsewhere 

»  LaTeanz  (2d  edition),  iiL  2^8. 
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it  is,  ^^Avocat  du  pauvre  et  du  soldat  (of  the  working-man 
"  and  of  the  soldier) ;  and  have  to  plead  their  cause."^^ 

We  will  now  give  our  Second  Anecdote;  which  has 
less  of  memorability  to  us  strangers  at  present,  though 
doubtless  it  was  then,  in  Berlin  society,  the  more  cele- 
brated of  the  two ;  relating,  as  it  did,  to  a  high  Court- 
Lady,  almost  the  highest,  and  who  was  herself  only 
too  celebrated  in  those  years.  The  heroine  is  Princess 
Elizabeth  of  Brunswick,  King's  own  Niece  and  a  pretty 
woman;  who  for  four  years  (14th  July  1765 — 18th 
April  1769)  of  her  long  life  was  Princess  Royal  of  Prus- 
sia,— Wife  of  that  tall  young  Gentleman,  whom  we  used 
to  see  dancing  about,  whom  we  last  saw  at  Schweidnitz, 
getting  flung  from  his  horse,  on  the  day  of  Pirch's  saddle 
there; — but  in  the  fourth  year  ceased  to  be  so^^  (for  ex- 
cellent reasons,  on  both  sides),  and  lived  thenceforth  in 
a  divorced  eclipsed  state,  at  Stettin,  where  is  laid  the 
scene  of  our  Anecdote.  I  understand  it  to  be  perfectly 
true :  but  cannot  ascertain  from  any  of  the  witnesses 
in  what  year  the  thing  happened;  or  whether  it  was 
at  Stettin  or  Berlin, — ^though  my  author  has  guessed, 
'  Stettin,  in  the  Lady's  divorced  state,'  as  appears : 

*  This  Princess  had  commissioned,  direct  from  Lyon,  a  reiy 

*  beautiful  dress ;  which  arrived  duly,  addressed  to  her  at  Stettin. 

*  As  this  kind  of  stuffs  is  charged  with  very  heavy  dues,  the 
^  Dowmier,  head  Customhouse  Personage  of  the  Town,  had  the 
'  impertinence  to  detain  the  dress  till  payment  were  made.    The 

*  Princess,  in  a  lofty  indignation,  sent  word  to  this  person,  To 

*  bring  the  dress  instantly,  and  she  would  pay  the  dues  on  it. 
^  He  obeyed :  but,' — ^mark  the  result, — *  scarcely  had  the  Princess 

*  got  eye  on  him,  when  she  seized  her  Lyon  Dress ;  and,  giving 

*  the  Douanier  a  couple  of  good  slaps  on  the  face,  ordered  him 
^  out  of  her  apartment  and  house. 

«  Prenss,  iil  20.  «  Eodenbeck,  il  241,  257. 
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^  The  Donanier,  tUnking  himself  one  and  somewhat,  with- 
'  drew  in  high  choler ;   had  a  long  Procis^erbal  of  the  thing 

*  drawn  ont ;  and  sent  it  to  the  Bang  with  eloquent  complaint, 
"  That  he  had  been  dishonoured  in  doing  the  function  appointed 

*  him."  Friedrich  repUed  as  follows  i  ^  Tothe  Douanier  at  Stettin : 
*'  The  loss  of  the  Excise-dues  shall  fall  to  my  score ;  the  Dress 
*^  shall  remain  with  the  Princess ;  the  slaps  to  him  who  has  received 
*'  them.  As  to  the  pretended  Dishonour,  I  entirely  reUeve  the 
**  complainant  from  that :  never  can  the  appliance  of  a  beautiful 
"  hand  dishonour  the  face  of  an  Officer  of  Customs. — ^F."*' 

Northern  Tourists,  Wraxall  arid  others,  passing  that 
way,  speak  of  this  Princess,  down  to  recent  times,  as  a 
phenomenon  of  the  place.  Apparently  a  high  and  per- 
emptory kind  of  Lady,  disdaining  to  be  bowed  too  low 
by  her  disgraces.  She  survived  all  her  generation,  and 
the  next  and  the  next,  and  indeed  into  our  own.  Died, 
18th  February  1840:  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  Three 
score  and  eleven  years  of  that  eclipsed  Stettin  Existence; 
this  of  the  Lyon  gown,  and  caitiff  of  a  Customhouser 
slapped  on  the  face,  her  one  adventure  put  on  record 
for  us ! — 

She  was  signally  blameable  in  that  of  the  Divorce; 
but  not  she  alone,  nor  first  of  the  Two.  Her  Crovra- 
Prince,  Friedrich  Wilhebn,  called  afterwards,  as  King, 
"  der  Dicke  (the  Fat,  or  the  Big),"  and  held  in  little 
esteem  by  Posterity, — a  headlong,  rather  dark  and  phy- 
sical kind  of  creature,  though  not  ill-meaning  or  dis- 
honest,— ^was  himself  a  dreadful  sinner  in  that  depart* 
ment  of  things;  and  had  begun  the  bad  game  against 
his  poor  Cousin  and  Spouse!  Eeaders  of  discursive 
turn  are  perhaps  acquainted  with  a  certain  "  Grafin  von 
Lichtenau,"  and  her  Memoirs  so-called : — ^not  willingly, 
but  driven,  I  fish  up  one  specimen,  and  one  only,  firom 
that  record  of  human  puddles  and  perversities: 

»  Bodenbeck  (abridged),  iii.  229. 
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*  From  the  first  year  of  our  attachment,'  says  this  precious 
Grafin,  ^I  was  already  the  confidant  of  his,'  the  Prince  of 
Pmssia's,  '  most  secret  thoughts.  One  da/  (in  1767,  second  year 
of  his  married  life,  I  then  fifteen,  slim  Daughter  of  a  Player  on 
the  French  Horn,  in  his  Majestjr's  pay),  ^  the  Pnnce  happened 
^  to  be  very  serious ;  and  was  owning  to  me  with  frankness  that 
'  he  had  some  wrongs  towards  my  sex  to  reproach  himself  with,' 
— alas  yes,  some  few : — ^*and  he  swore  that  he  would  never  fop- 
^  sake  me ;  and  that  if  Heaven  disposed  of  my  life  before  his, 
^  none  but  he  should  dose  my  eyes.    He  was  fingering  with  a 

*  penknife,  at  the  time ;  he  struck  the  point  of  it  into  the  palm 

*  of  his  left  hand,  and  wrote  with  his  blood'  (the  unclean  crea- 
ture), '  on  a  little  bit  of  paper,  the  Oath  which  his  lips  had  just 
^  pronounced  in  so  solemn  a  tone.  Vainly  should  I  undertake  to 
^  paint  my  emotion  on  this  action  of  his !  The  Prince  saw  what 
'  I  felt ;  and  took  advantage  of  it  to  beg  that  I  would  follow  his 
^  example.  I  hastened  to  satisfy  him ;  and  traced,  as  he  had 
^  done,  with  my  blood,  the  promise  to  remain  his  friend  to  the 
^  tomb,  and  never  to  forsake  him.  This  Promise  must  have  been 
'  found  among  his  Papers  after  his  death'  (still  in  the  Archives  ? 
we  will  hope  not !) — ^  Both  of  us  stood  faithful  to  this  Oath.  The 
'  tie  of  love,  it  is  true,  we  broke :  but  that  was  by  mutual  con- 

*  sent,  and  the  better  to  fix  ourselves  in  the  bonds  of  an  inviolable 

*  friendship.  Other  mistresses  reigned  over  his  senses ;  but  P — 
Ach  Gotty  no  more  of  that.^ 

The  King^s  own  account  of  the  aflTair  is  sufficianitly 
explicit.  His  words  are:  'Not  long  ago'  (about  two 
years  before  this  of  the  penknife),  '  we  mentioned  the 
'  Prince  of  Prussia's  marriage  with  Elizabeth  of  Bruna- 

*  wick'  (his  Cousin  twice  over,  her  Mother,  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Prussia,  being  his  Father's  Sister  apd  mine, 
and  her  Father  his  Mother^s  Brother, — i£  you  like  to 
count  it).  'This  engagement,  from  which  everybody 
'  had  expected  hapj^  consequences,  did  not  correspond 

*  to  the  wishes  of  the  Royal  House.'    Only  one  Princess 

**  Memoires  de  la  Comtesse  de  Lichtenau  (it  Londres,  chez  Colbnzn 
Libraire,  Condoit-Btreet,  Bond-Btceet,  2  tonia^  snuU  Syo,  1809),  L  129. 
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could  be  realised  (subsequently  Wife  to  the  late  Duke 
of  York), — she  came  this  same  year  of  the  penknife, — 
and  bad  outlooks  for  more.  '  The  Husband,  young  and 
'  dissolute  {sans  m€surs\  given  up  to  a  crapulous  life, 

*  from  which  his  relatives  could  not  correct  him,  was 

*  continually  committing  infidelities  to  his  Wife*     The 

*  Princess,  who  was  in  the  flower  of  her  beauty,  felt 

*  outraged  by  such  neglect  of  her  charms;  her  vivacity, 
'  and  the  good  opinion  she  had  erf  herself,  brought  her 
'  upon  the  thought  of  avenging  her  wrongs  by  retalia- 

*  tion.   Speedily  she  gave  into  excesses,  scarcely  inferior 

*  to  those  of  her  Husband.  Family  quarrels  broke  out,  and 

*  were  soon  publicly  known*  The  antipathy  that  ensued, 
'  took  away  aU  hope  of  succession'  (had  it  been  desirable 
in  these  sad  circumstances!).  '  Prince  Henri'  {Junior^ 
this  h<^eful  Prince  c£  Prussia's  Brother),  'who  was 
^  gifted  with  all  the  qualities  to  be  wished  in  a  young 

*  man'  (witness  my  tears  for  him),  *  had  been  carried  off 

*  by  smallpox.^  The  King's  Brothers,  Princes  Henri  and 

*  Ferdinand,  avowed  frankly  that  they  would  never  con- 

*  sent  to  have,  by  some  accidental  bastard,  their  rights 

*  of  succession  to  the  crown  carried  off.  In  the  end, 
'  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  proceeding  to  a  divorce.'^ 

Divorce  was  done  in  a  beautiful  private  mamier; 
case  tried  with  strictly-shut  doors;  all  the  five  judges 
under  oath  to  carry  into  the  grave  whatever  they 
eame  to  know  of  it  -P  divorce  completed,  18th  April 
1769;  and,  withfai  three  months,  a  new  marriage  was 
accomplished,  Princess  Frederika  Luisa  of  Hessen-Dann- 
stadt  the  happy  woman.  By  means  of  whom  there  was 
duly  realised  a  Friedrich  Wilhehn,  who  became  "  King 

«  *  26th  May  1767,'  age  19  gone ;  £loge  of  him  by  Friedrich  (*  JO. 
siill  stained  with  tears'),  in  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  vii.  37  et  seq. 

«  (Evnres  de  FrederiCrVL23.  «  Preuaa,  iv.  180-186. 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm  III."  (a  much-enduring,  excellent, 
though  marticulate  man),  as  well  as  various  other  Princes 
and  Princesses,  in  spite  of  interruptions  from  the  Lich- 
tenau  Sisterhood.  High-souled  Elizabeth  was  relegated 
to  Stettin;  her  amount  of  Pension  is  not  mentioned; 
her  Family,  after  the  unhappy  proofs  communicated  to 
them,  had  given  their  consent  and  sanction; — ^and  she 
stayed  there,  idle,  or  her  own  mistress  of  work,  for  the 
next  seventy-one  years. — ^Enough  of  her  Lyon  Dress, 
surely,  and  of  the  Excise-system  altogether ! — 

The  Neue  Palais,  in  SansSouci  Neighbourhood^ 
is  founded  and  finished  (1763-1770). 

If  D'Alembert's  Visit  was  the  germ  of  the  Excise- 
system,  it  will  be  curious  to  note, — ^and  indeed  whether 
or  not,  it  will  be  chronologically  serviceable  to  us  here, 
and  worth  noting, — ^that  there  went  on  a  small  synchro- 
nous affair,  still  visible  to  everybody :  namely.  That  in 
the  very  hours  while  Friedrich  and  D'Alembert  were 
saluting  mutually  at  Geldem  (11th  June  1763),  there 
was  laid  the  foundation  of  what  they  call  the  Neue  Pa- 
lais;  New  Palace  of  Sans-Souci  :^^  a  sumptuous  Edifice, 
in  the  curious  Louis-Quinze  or  what  is  called  "  Rococo" 
style  of  the  time ;  Palace  never  much  inhabited  by  Fried- 
rich or  his  successors,  which  still  stands  in  those  orna- 
mental Potsdam  regions.  Why  built,  especially  in  the 
then  down-pressed  financial  circumstances,  some  have 
had  their  difficulties  to  imagine.  It  appears,  this  New 
Palace  had  been  determined  on,  before  the  War  broke 
out;  and  Friedrich  said  to  himself:  "We  will  build  it 
now,  to  help  the  mechanical  classes  in  Berlin, — ^perhaps 
also,  in  part"  (think  some,  and  why  should  not  they,  a 

»  Bddenbeck,  ii.  219. 
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little?)  "to  show  mankind  that  we  have  still  ready 

money;  and  are  nothing  like  so  ruined  as  they  fancy," 

'  This  Neue  Palais^^  says  one  recent  Tourist,  ^  is  a 

'  pleasant  quaint  object,  nowadays,  to  the  stranger.     It 

'  has  the  air  digagi^  pococurante ;  pleasantly  fine  in  aspect 

*  and  in  posture ; — spacious  expanses  round  it,  jiot  in  a 

*  waste,  but  still  less  in  a  strict  condition ;  and  (in  its 
'  deserted  state)  has  a  sUence,  especially  a  total  absence 
'  of  needless  flunkeys  and  of  gaping  fellow-loungers, 
'  which  is  charming.  Stands  mute  there,  in  its  solitude, 
'  in  its  stately  silence  and  negligence,  like  some  Tadmor 

*  of  the  WUdemess  in  small.    The  big  square  of  Stables, 

*  Coach-houses,  near  by,  was  locked  up, — ^probably  one 
'  sleeping  groom  in  it.     The  very  Custos  of  the  grand 

*  Edifice  (such  the  rarity  of  fees  to  him)  I  could  not 

*  awaken  without  difficulty.  In  the  gray  autumn  zephyrs, 

*  no  sound  whatever  about  this  New  Palace  of  King 
'  Friedrich's,  except  the  rustle  of  the  crisp  brown  leaves, 
'  and  of  any  faded  or  fading  memories  you  may  have. 

'  I  should  9ay,'  continues  he,  *  it  somehow  reminds 
'  you  of  the  City  of  Bath.     It  has  the  cut  of  a  battered 

*  Beau  of  old  date ;  Beau  still  extant,  though  in  strangely 

*  other  circumstances;  something  in  him  of  pathetic  dig- 
'  nity  in  that  kind.    It  shows  excellent  sound  masonries; 

*  which  have  an  over-tendency  to  jerk  themselves  into 
'  pinnacles,  curvatures  and  graciosities ;  many  statues 

*  atop, — ^three  there  are,  in  a  kind  of  grouped,  or  part- 

*  nership  attitude;  "  These,"  s^d  diligent  scandal,  "note 

*  them;  these  mean  Maria  Theresa,  Pompadour  and  Ca- 
'  tin  du  Nord^^  (mere  Muses,  I  believe,  or  of  the  Nymph 

*  or  Hamadryad  kind,  nothing  of  harm  in  them).  In 
'  short,  you  may  call  it  the  stone  Apotheosis  of  an  old 

*  French  Beau.  Considerably  weatherbeaten  (the  brown 
'  of  lichens  spreading  visibly  here  and  there,  the  firm-set 
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*  ashlar  telling  you,  "  I  have  stood  a  hundred  years") ; — 

*  Beau  old  and  weatherbeaten,  with  his  cocked-hat  not 
'  in  the  fresh  condition,  all  his  gold-laces  tarnished;  and 

*  generally  looking  strange,  and  in  a  sort  tragical,  to 

*  find  Tiimself,  fleeting  creature,  become  a  denizen  of  the 
^  Architectural  Fixities  and  earnest  Eternities !' — 

From  Potsdam  Palace  to  the  New  Palace  of  Sans- 
Soud  may  be  a  mile  distance;  flat  ground,  parallel  to 
the  foot  of  Hills;  all  through  arbours,  parterres,  water- 
works, and  ornamental  gardenings  and  cottagings  or 
Tilla-ings, — Cottage -Villa  for  Lord  Marischal  is  one  of 
i^em.  This  mile  of  distance,  taking  the  Cottage  Roysl 
of  Sans-Souci  on  its  hill-top  as  vertex,  wiU  be  the  base 
of  an  isosceles  or  nearly  isosceles  triangle,  flatter  than 
equilateral.  To  the  Cottage  Royal  of  Sans-Souci  may 
be  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north-east  from  this 
New  Palace,  and  from  Potsdam  Palace  to  it  rather  less. 
And  the  whole  square-mile  or  so  of  space  is  continuously 
a  Garden,  not  in  the  English  sense,  though  it  has  its  own 
beauties  of  the  more  artificial  kind ;  and,  at  any  rate,  has 
memories  for  you,  and  footsteps  of  persons  stiU  imfor- 
gotten  by  mankind. — ^Here  is  a  Notice  of  Lord  Marischal ; 
which  readers  will  not  grudge ;  the  chronology  of  tiie 
worthy  man,  in  these  his  later  epochs,  being  in  so  hazy 
a  state : 

Lord  Marischal,  We  know  well  and  Pitt  knows,  was  in  Eng- 
land in  1761, — ostensibly,  on  the  Ejmtore  Heritage;  and  in  part 
perhaps,  really  on  that  errand.  But  he  went  and  came,  at  dates 
now  uncertain ;  was  back  in  Spain  after  that,  had  difficult  yoy- 
agings  about  ;^ — ^and  did  not  get  to  rest  again,  in  his  Govern* 
ment  of  NeufchAtel,  tiU  April  1762.  There  is  a  Letter  of  the 
Ejng^s,  which  at  least  fixes  that  paint : 

"  BreslaUy  10th  April  1762.   My  nose  is  the  most  impertinfflit 

•  Eng'b  Lei;tera  to  liim,  in  <Euvres  de  Fridge,  xx.  282-285. 
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*^  nose  in  the  universe,  mon  cherMylord"  (Queen-Dowager  snuff, 
Spamol  from  the  fountain-head,  of  Marischal's  providing;  quality 
exquisite,  but  difficult  to  get  transmitted  in  the  Storms  of  War) ; 
^^  I  am  ashamed  of  the  trouble  it  costs  you  I  I  beg  many  pardons ; 
^  — and  should  be  quite  abashed,  did  I  not  know  how  you  com- 
^  passionate  the  weak  points  of  your  friends,  and  that,  for  a  long 
"  time  past,  you  have  a  singular  indulgence  for  my  nose.  I  am 
^  very  glad  to  know  you  happily  returned  to  your  Government, 
"  safe  at  Colombier  (Dove-cote)  in  Neuf ch&tel  again."  This  is 
10th  April  1762.  There,  as  I  gather,  quiet  in  his  Dove-cote, 
Marischal  continued,  though  rather  weary  of  the  business,  for 
about  a  year  more;  or  till  the  King  got  home, — who  delights 
in  companionship,  and  is  willing  to  let  an  old  man  demit  for 
good. 

It  was  in  Summer  1762  (about  three  months  after  the 
above  Letter  from  the  King),  that  Rousseau  made  his  celebrated 
exodus  into  Neufch&tel  Country,  and  found  the  old  Governor 
so  good  to  him, — ^glad  to  be  allowed  to  shelter  the  poor  skinless 
creature.  And,  mark  as  curious,  it  must  have  been  on  two  of 
those  mornings,  towards  the  end  of  the  Siege  of  Schweidnitz, 
when  things  were  getting  so  intolerable,  and  at  times  breaking 
out  into  electricity,  into  *  rebuke  all  round,'  that  Friedrich  re- 
ceived that  singular  pair  of  Laconic  Notes  from  Eousseau  in 
Neuf chatel :  forwarded,  successively,  by  Lord  Marischal ;  Note 
Firstj  of  date,  *  Motier-Travers,  Neuf ch&tel,  September,'  nobody 
can  guess  what  day,  ^  1762 :'  "I  have  said  much  ill  of  you, 
**  and  don't  repent  it.  Now  everybody  has  banished  me ;  and 
"it  is  on  your  threshold  that  I  sit  down.  Kill  me,  if  you 
^  have  a  mind  T  And  then  (after,  not  death,  but  the  gift  of 
100  crowns).  Note  Second^  '  October  1762 :'  ♦  ♦  «  Take 
^^  out  of  my  sight  that  sword,  which  dazzles  and  pains  me ;  it 
^  has  only  too  well  done  its  duty,  while  the  sceptre  is  aban- 
**  doned :"  Make  Peace,  can't  you  !^° — ^What  curious  reading  for 
a  King  in  such  posture,  among  the  miscellaneous  arrivals  over- 
night! Above  six  weeks  before  either  of  these  Notes,  Fried- 
rich,  hearing  of  him  from  Lord  Marischal,  had  answered :  "An 
asylum?    Yes,  by  all  means:   the  unlucjjy  cynic!"     It  is  on 

*•  (Euvres  completes  de  Mousseau  (i  Geneve,  1782-1789),  accdii.  64,  65. 
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September  Ist,  that  lie  sends,  by  the  same  channel,  100  crowns 
for  his  use,  with  advice  Jo  "  give  them  in  naturdy  lest  he  refuse 
otherwise ;"  as  Friedrich  knows  to  be  possible.  In  words,  the 
Housseau  Notes  got  nothing  of  Answer.  "  A  gargon  singulier^ 
says  Friedrich :  odd  fellow,  yes  indeed,  your  !Majesty ; — ^and  has 
such  a  pungency  of  flattery  in  him,  too,  presented  in  the  way  of 
snarl  I  His  Majesty  might  take  him,  I  suppose,  with  a  kind  of 
relish,  like  Queen-Dowager  snuff. 

There  was  still  another  shift  of  place,  shift  which  proved 
temporary,  in  old  Marischal's  life :  Home  to  native  Aberdeen- 
shire. The  two  childless  Brothers,  Earls  of  Bantore,  had  died 
successively,  the  last  of  them,  November  22d,  1761 :  title  and 
heritage,  not  considerable  the  latter,  fell  duly,  by  what  prepa- 
ratives we  know,  to  old  Marischal ;  but  his  Keith  kinsfolk,  fur- 
thermore, would  have  him  personally  among  them, — ^nay,  after 
that,  would  have  him  to  wed  and  produce  new  Keiths.  At  the 
age  of  78 ;  decidedly  an  inconvenient  thing  I  Old  Marischal 
left  Potsdam,  ^August  1763,'^* — New-Pcdace  scaffoldings  and  big 
stone-blocks  conspicuous  in  those  localities ;  pleasant  D' Alembert 
now  just  about  leaving  in  the  other  direction ; — ^much  to  Fried- 
rich's  regret,  the  old  Marischal  especially,  as  is  still  finely  evident. 

Friedrich  to  Lord  Marischal  (in  Scotland  for  the  last  six  months). 

"  Sans-Souci,  16th  February  1764. 
"  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  Scotch  fight  to  have  you  among 
"  them ;  and  wish  to  have  progeny  of  yours,  and  to  preserve  your 
"  bones.  You  have,  in  your  lifetime,  the  lot  of  Homer  after  death : 
^  Cities  arguing  which  is  your  birthplace ; — I  myself  would  dis- 
"  pute  it  with  Edinburgh  to  possess  you.  If  I  had  ships,  I  would 
"  make  a  descent  on  Scotland,  to  steal  off  my  cher  Mylordy  and 
"  bring  him  hither.  Alas,  our  Elbe  Boats  can't  do  it.  But  you 
"  give  me  hopes ; — which  I  seize  with  avidity  I  I  was  your  late 
*^  Brother's  friend,  and  had  obligations  to  him ;  I  am  yours  with 
"  heart  and  soul.  These  are  my  titles,  these  are  my  rights : — 
"  you  shan't  be  forced  in  the  matter  of  progeny  here  (/aire  H Stolon 

«  Letter  of  his  to  the  King  QLondres^  14  Aout  1763'),  in  (Euvres  de 
Frideric,  xx.  293. 
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*^  tci),  neither  priests  nor  attorneys  shall  meddle  with  you ;  you 

^  shall  live  here  in  the  bosom  of  f riendship,  liberty  and  philo- 

"sophy."     Come  to  me  I     *     *— F.^ 

Old  Marischal  did  come ;  and  before  long.  I  know  not  the 
precise  month :  but  *  his  Villa-Cottage  was  built  for  him,'  the 
Books  say,  *  in  1764.'  He  had  left  D'Alembert  just  going ;  next 
year,  he  will  find  Helvetius  coming.  He  lived  here,  a  great  trea- 
sure to  Friedrich,  till  his  death,  25th  May  1778,  age  92. 

The  New  Palace  was  not  finished  till  1770 ; — ^in  which 
year,  also,  Friedrich  reckons  that  the  general  Problem 
of  Repairing  Prussia  was  victoriously  over.  New  Palace, 
growing  or  complete,  looks  down  on  all  these  operations 
and  occurrences.  In  its  cradle,  it  sees  D'Alembert  go, 
Lord  Marischal  go ;  Helvetius  come.  Lord  Marischal 
come ;  in  its  boyhood  or  maturity,  the  Excise,  and 
French  Bats-de-Cave,  spring  up;  Crown  Prince  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm  prick  his  hand  for  a  fit  kind  of  ink ; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Divorced  Wife  give  her  Douanier 
two  slaps  in  the  face,  by  way  of  payment.  Nay,  the 
same  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  become  "  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
II.,  or  der  Dickej^  died  in  it, — his  Lichtenau  and  his 
second  Wife,  jewel  of  women,  nursing  him  in  his  last 
sickness  there.®^ 

The  violent  stress  of  effort  for  repairing  Prussia, 
Friedrich  intimates,  was  mostly  over  in  1766 :  tiU  which 
date  specifically,  and  in  a  looser  sense  tiU  1770,  that 
may  be  considered  as  his  main  business.  But  it  was 
not  at  any  time  his  sole  business;  nor  latterly  at  all 
equal  in  interest  to  some  others  that  had  risen  on  him, 
as  the  next  Chapter  will  now  show.  Here,  first,  is  a 
little  Fraction  of  Necrology,  which  may  be  worth  taking 
with  us.     Readers  can  spread  these  fateful  specialities 

«  (Eutfres  de  FridMc,  xx.  295.  "  *  Died,  16th  November  1797.' 

VOL.  VI.  CO 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


386  AFTERNOON  AND  ETENING.  [Book  XXL 

1766. 

over  the  Period  in  question;  and  know  that  each  of 
them  came  with  a  kind  of  knell  upon  Friedrich's  heart, 
whatever  he  might  be  employed  about.  Hour  striking 
after  hour  on  the  Horologe  of  Time;  intimating  how 
the  Afternoon  wore,  and  that  Night  was  coming.  Vari- 
ous meanings  there  would  be  to  Friedrich,  in  these  foot- 
falls of  departing  guests,  the  dear,  the  less  dear,  and  the 
indifferent  or  hostile ;  "but  each  of  them  would  mean : 
"  Gone,  then,  gone;  thus  we  all  go!" 

'  Obituary  in  Friedrich's  Circle  till  1771.' 

Of  Polish  Majest/s  death  (5th  October  1763),  and  then 
(2d  December  following)  of  his  Kurprinz  or  Successor's,  with 
whom  we  dined  at  Moritzburg  so  recently,  there  will  be  mention 
by  and  by.  November  28th,  1763,  in  the  interval  between  these 
two,  the  wretched  Briihl  had  died.  April  14tli,  1764,  died  the 
wretched  Pompadour; — "To  us  not  known,  Je  ne  la  eonnais 
pas:^' — hapless  Butterfly,  she  had  been  twenty  years  in  the 
winged  condition;  age  now  forty-four:  dull  Louis,  they  say, 
looked  out  of  window  as  her  hearse  departed,  ^^ froidemenJt^ 
without  emotion  of  any  visible  kind.  These  little  concern  Fried- 
rich  or  us ;  we  will  restrict  ourselves  to  Friends. 

*  Died  in  1764.  At  Pisa,  Algarotti  (23d  May  1764,  age  fift}- 
^  two) ;  with  whom  Friedrich  has  always  had  some  oorrespond- 

*  ence  hitherto  (to  himself  interesting,  though  not  to  us),  and 
^  will  never  henceforth  have  more.     Friedrich  raised  a  Monu- 

*  ment  to  him ;  Monument  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Campo-Santo 

*  of  Pisa :  ^^  IUcjacet  Ovidii  cemulus  et  Neutoni  discipidus ;"  friends 

*  have  added  ^^  Frederi&us  Magnus  poni  fedt;^  and  on  another 

*  part  of  the  Monument,  "  Algarottua  non  amnis,"^ 

* —  in  1765.  At  the  age  of  eighty,  November  18th,  OrHfin 
^  Camas,  ^'Ma  bonne  Mamari'  (widow  since  1741) ;  excellent  old 
^  Lady, — once  brilliantly  young,  German  by  birth,  her  name 

*  Brandt ; — ^to  whom  the  Eng's  Letters  used  to  be  so  pretty.' 
This  same  year,  too.  Kaiser  Franz  died ;  but  him  we  mil  reserve, 
as  not  belonging  to  this  Select  List. 

w  Preuss,  iv.  188. 
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*  Died  in  1766.  At  Nanci,  23d  February,  age  eighty-six, 
^  King  Stanislaus  Leczinsky :  ^^  his  clothes  caught  fire"  (acci- 
^  dental  spark  or  sputter  oa  some  damask  dressing-gown  or  the 
^  like) ;  and  the  much-enduring  innocent  old  soul  ended  pain- 

*  fully  his  Titular  career. 

* — m  1767.  October  22d,  the  Grand-Duchess  of  Sachsen- 
'  Gotha,  age  fifty-seven ;   a  sad  stroke  this  also,  among  one's 

*  narrowing  list  of  Friends. — ^I  doubt  if  Friedrich  ever  saw  this 
'  high  Lady  after  the  Visit  we  lately  witnessed.  His  Letters  to 
^  her  are  still  in  the  Archives  of  Gotha :  not  hers  to  him ;  all 
'  lost,  these  latter,  but  an  accidental  Two,  which  are  still  beau- 

*  tiful  in  their  kind.** 

'  —  Ml  1770.  Bielfeld,  the  fantastic  individual  of  old  days. 
^  Had  long  been  out  of  Friedrich's  circle, — ^in  Altenburg  Coun- 
^  try,  I  think ; — ^without  importance  to  Friedrich  or  us :  the  year 
^  of  him  will  do,  without  search  for  day  or  month. 

^ —  in  1771.  Two  heavy  deaths  come  this  year.     January 

*  28th,  1771,  at  Berlin,  dies  our  valuable  old  friend  Excellency 
'  Mitchell, — still  here  on  the  part  of  England,  in  cordial  esteem 

*  as  a  man  and  companion ;  though  as  Minister,  I  suppose,  with 
^  function  more  and  more  imaginary.     This  painfully  ushers  in 

*  the  year.    To  usher  it  out,  there  is  still  worse :  faithful  D' Ar- 

*  gens  dies,  26th  December  1771,  on  a  visit  in  his  native  Pro- 

*  vence, — leaving,  as  is  still  visible,'^  a  big  and  sad  blank  behind 

*  him  at  Potsdam.'  But  we  need  not  continue ;  at  least  not  at 
present. 

Long  before  all  these  Friedrich  had  lost  friends ;  w  ith  a  sad 
but  quiet  emotion  he  often  alludes  to  this  tragic  fact,  that  all 
the  souls  he  loved  most  are  gone.  His  Winterfelds,  his  Keiths, 
many  loved  faces,  the  War  has  snatched :  at  Monbijou,  at  Bai- 
reuth,  it  was  not  War ;  but  they  too  are  gone.  Is  the  world 
becoming  all  a  Mausoleum,  then ;  nothing  of  divine  in  it  but  the 
Tombs  of  vanished  loved  ones?  Friedrich  makes  no  noise  on 
such  subjects :  loved  and  unloved  alike  must  go. 

We  have  still  to  mark  Kaiser  Franz's  sudden  death;  a 
thing  politically  interesting,  if  not  otherwise.     August  1765,  at 

»  Given  in  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xviii.  165,  256. 

^  Friedrich's  two  Letters  to  the  Widow  (Ibid.  xix.  427-429). 
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Innspnick,  during  the  Marriage-festivities  of  his  Second  Son, 
Leopold  (Duke  of  Florence,  who  afterwards,  on  Joseph's  death, 
was  Kaiser), — ^Kaiser  Franz,  sauntering  about  in  the  eyening 
gala,  *  18th  August,  about  9  P.M.,'  suddenly  tottered,  staggered 
as  falling ;  fell  into  Son  Joseph's  arms ;  and  was  dead.  Above 
a  year  before,  this  same  Joseph,  his  Eldest  Son,  had  been  made 
Eang  of  the  Eom^s :  ^elected,  26th  March ;  crowned,  3d  April 
1764;' — ^Friedrich  furthering  it,  wishful  to  be  friendly  with  his 
late  enemies.*^ 

On  this  Innspruck  Tragedy,  Joseph  naturally  became  Kaiser, 
— ^Part-Kaiser;  his  Dowager-Mother,  on  whom  alone  it  depends, 
having  decided  that  way.  The  poor  Lady  was  at  first  quite 
overwhelmed  with  her  grief.  She  had  the  death-room  of  her 
Husband  made  into  a  Chapel ;  she  founded  furthermore  a  Mon- 
astery in  Innspruck,  *  Twelve  Canonesses  to  pray  there  for  the 
repose  of  Franz;'  was  herself  about  to  become  Abbess  there, 
and  quit  the  secular  world ;  but  in  the  end  was  got  persuaded 
to  continue,  and  take  Son  Joseph  as  Coadjutor.*^  In  which 
capacity  we  shall  meet  the  young  man  again. 

*^  Rodenbeck,  ii.  234. 

w  Hormayr,   Oeaterreickischer  Plutarch  (§  Maria  Theresa),  iv.  (2te8 
Bandchen)  6-124 ;  Mana  Thermens  Leben^  p.  30. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

TROUBLES  IN  POLAND. 

April  11th,  1764,  one  year  after  his  Seven- Years  labour 
of  Hercules,  Friedrich  made  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the 
new  Czarina  Catharine.  England  had  deserted  him; 
France  was  his  enemy,  especially  Pompadour  and  Choi- 
seul,  and  refused  reconcilement,  though  privately  soli- 
cited :  he  was  without  an  Ally  anywhere.  The  Russians 
had  done  him  frightful  damage  in  the  last  War,  and 
were  most  of  all  to  be  dreaded  in  the  case  of  any  new 
one.  The  Treaty  was  a  matter  of  necessity  as  well  as 
choice.  Agreement  for  mutual  good  neighbourhood  and 
friendly  offices;  guarantee  of  each  other  against  intru- 
sive third  parties:  should  eitiier  get  engaged  in  war 
with  any  neighbour,  practical  aid  to  the  length  of  12,000 
men,  or  else  money  in  lieu.  Treaty  was  for  eight  years, 
from  day  of  date. 

As  Friedrich  did  not  get  into  war,  and  Catharine 
did,  with  the  Turks  and  certain  loose  Polacks,  the 
burden  of  fulfilment  happened  to  fall  wholly  on  Fried- 
rich; and  he  was  extremely  punctual  in  performance, 
— eager  now,  and  all  his  life  after,  to  keep  well  with 
such  a  Country  under  such  a  Czarina.  Which  proved 
to  be  the  whole  rule  of  his  policy  on  that  Russian  side. 
"  Good  that  Country  cannot  bring  me  by  any  quarrel 
with  it;  evil  it  can,  to  a  frightful  extent,  in  case  of  my 
quarrelling  with  others !     Be  wary,  be  punctual,^  mag- 
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nanimously  polite,  with  that  grandiose  Czarina  and  her 
huge  territories  and  notions :"  this  was  Friedrich's  con- 
stant rule  in  public  and  in  private.  Nor  is  it  thought  his 
Correspondence  with  the  Empress  Catharine^  when  future 
generations  see  it  in  print,  will  disclose  the  least  ground 
of  offence  to  that  highflying  Female  Potentate  of  the 
North.  Nor  will  it  ever  be  known  what  the  silently 
observant  Friedrich  thought  of  her,  except  indeed  what 
we  already  know,  or  as  good  as  knpw,  That  he,  if  any- 
body did,  saw  her  clearly  enough  for  what  she  was ;  and 
found  good  to  repress  into  absolute  zero  whatever  had 
no  bearing  upon  business,  and  might  by  possibility  give 
offence  in  that  quarter.  For  we  are  an  old  King,  and 
have  learned  by  bitter  experiences!  No  more  nick- 
names, biting  verses,  or  words  which  a  bird  of  the  air 
could  carry;  though  this  poor  Lady  too  has  her  liabili- 
ties, were  not  we  old  and  prudent; — ^and  is  entirely  as 
weak  on  certain  points  (deducting  the  devotions  and  the 
brandy-and-water)  as  some  others  were !  The  Treaty 
was  renewed  when  necessary ;  and  continued  valid  and 
vital  in  every  particular,  so  long  as  Friedrich  ruled. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  eight  years,  by  strictly  fol- 
lowing this  passive  rule,  Friedrich,  in  coimterbalance 
of  his  losses,  unexpectedly  found  himself  invested  with 
a  very  singular  bit  of  gain, — "  unjust  gain !"  cried  all 
men,  making  it  of  the  nature  of  gain  and  loss  to  him, — 
which  is  stiU  practically  his,  and  which  has  made,  and 
makes  to  this  day,  an  immense  noise  in  the  world. 
Everybody  knows  we  mean  West-Preussen;  Partition 
of  Poland;  bloodiest  picture  in  the  Book  of  Time,  Sar- 
matia's  fall  unwept  mthout  a  crime ; — and  that  we  have 
come  upon  a  very  intricate  part  of  our  poor  History. 

No  prudent  man, — especially  if  to  himself  as  is  my 
own  poor  case  in  regard  to  it,  the  subject  have  long  been 
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altogether  dead  and  indifferent, — ^would  wish  to  write 

of  the  Polish  Question.     For  almost  a  hundred  years 

the  Polish  Question  has  been  very  loud  in  the  world; 

and  ever  and  anon  rises  again  into  vocality  among  Able 

Editors,  as  a  thing  pretending  not  to  be  dead  and  buried, 

but  capable  of  rising  again,  and  setting  itself  right,  by 

good  effort  at  home  and  abroad.    Kot  advisable,  beyond 

the  strict  limits  of  compulsion,  to  write  of  it  at  present ! 

The  rather  as  the  History  of  it,  any  History  we  have, 

is  not  an  intelligible  series  of  events,  but  a  series  of 

vociferous  execrations,  filling  all  Nature,  with  nothing 

left  to   the   reader  but  darkness,   and  such  remedies 

against  despair  as  he  himself  can  summon  or  contrive. 

*  Eulhiere's  on  that  subject/  says  a  Note  which  I  may  cite, 
^  is  the  only  articulate-speaking  Book  to  which  mankind  as  yet 
^  can  apply  ;*  and  they  will  by  no  means  find  that  a  sufficient 
^  one.  Enlhiere's  Book  has  its  considerable  merits ;  but  it  abso- 
^  lutely  wants  those  of  a  History ;  and  can  be  recognised  by  no 

*  mind  as  an  intelligible  cosmic  Portraiture  of  that  chaotic  Mass 

*  of  Occurrences :  chronologjr,  topography,  precision  of  detail  by 
'  time  and  place ;  scene,  and  actors  on  scene,  remain  unintelli- 
'  gible.     EulhiSre  himself  knew  Poland,  at  least  had  looked  on 

*  it  from  Warsaw  outwards,  year  after  year,  and  knew  of  it  what 

*  an  inquiring  Secretary  of  Legation  could  pick  up  on  those 

*  terms,  which  perhaps,  after  all,  is  not  very  much.     His  Narra- 

*  tive  is  drowned  in  beautiful  seas  of  description  and  reflexion ; 
^  has  neither  dates  nor  references;  and  advances  at  an  intolerable 

*  rate  of  slowness;  in  fact,  rather  turns  on  its  axis  than  advances; 

*  produces  on  you  the  effect  of  a  melodious  Sonata,  not  of  a  lucid 

*  and  comfortably  instructive  History. 

*  I  forget  for  how  long  RulhiSre  had  been  in  Poland,  as  Am- 
^  bassador^s  Assistant :  but  the  Country,  the  King,  and  leading 

*  Personages  were  personally  known  to  him,  more  or  less ;  Events 
^  with  all  details  of  them  were  known :  "Why  not  write  a  His- 

B  CL  BnUiidre,  HUtoire  de  VAnarchie  de  Pologne  (Paris,  1807),  4  voU.  12mo. 
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tory  of  the  Anarchy  and  Wreck  they  fell  into?"  said  the 
Official  people  to  him,  on  his  return  home :  "  For  behoof  of 
the  Dauphin"  (who  is  to  be  Louis  XVI.  shortly);  "may  not 
he  perhaps  draw  profit  from  it?  At  the  top  of  the  Universe, 
experience  is  sometimes  wanted.  Here  are  the  Archives,  here 
is  Salary,  here  are  what  appliances  you  like  to  name :  Write  T 
It  is  well  known  he  was  appointed,  on  a  Pension  of  250L 
a-year,  with  access  to  all  archives,  documents,  and  appliances 
in  possession  of  the  French  Oovemment,  and  express  charge  to 
delineate  this  subject  for  benefit  of  the  Dauphin's  young  mind. 
Nor  can  I  wonder,  considering  everything,  that  the  process  on 
Rulhiere's  part,  being  so  full  of  difficulties,  was  extremely  delibe- 
rate ;  that  his  Book  did  not  grow  so  steadily  or  fast  as  the  Dau- 
phin did ;  and  that  in  fact  the  poor  Dauphin  never  got  the  least 
benefit  from  it, — ^being  guillotined,  he,  in  1793,  and  the  Book 
intended  for  him  never  coming  to  light  for  fourteen  years  after- 
wards, it  too  in  a  posthumous  and  still  unfinished  condition. 

^  Sulhiere  has  heard  the  voices  of  rumour,  knows  an  infinitude 
of  events  that  were  talked  of ;  but  has  not  discriminated  which 
were  the  vital,  which  were  the  insignificant;  treats  the  vital 
and  the  insignificant  alike ;  seldom  with  satisfactory  precision ; 
mournfully  seldom  giving  any  date,  and  by  no  chance  any 
voucher  or  authority; — ^and  instead  of  practical  terrestrial  scene 
of  action,  with  distances,  milestones,  definite  sequence  of  occur- 
rences, and  of  causes  and  effects,  paints  us  a  rosy  cloudland, 
which  if  true  at  all,  as  he  well  intends  it  to  be,  is  little  more 
than  symbolically  or  allegorically  so ;  and  can  satisfy  no  clear- 
headed Dauphin  or  man.  Sulhiere  strives  to  be  authentic,  too ; 
gives  you  no  suspicion  of  his  fairness.  There  is  really  fine  high- 
coloured  painting  in  Eulhiere ;  and  you  hope  always  he  will  let 
you  into  the  secret  of  the  matter :  but  the  sad  fact  is,  he  never 
does.  He  merely  loses  himself  in  picturesque  details,  philoso- 
phic eloquences,  elegancies ;  takes  you  to  a  Castle  of  Choczim, 
a  Monastery  of  Czenstochow,  a  Bay  of  Tschesme,  and  lets  off 
extensive  fireworks  that  contain  little  or  no  shot ;  leads  you  on 
trackless  marches,  inroads  or  outroads,  through  the  Lithuanian 
Peatbogs,  on  daring  adventures  and  hairbreadth  escapes  of 
mere  Pulawski,  Potodd,  and  the  like ; — ^had  not  got  to  under- 
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^  stand  the  matter  himself,  you  perceive :  how  hopeless  to  make 

^  you  understand  it  T 

English  readers,  however,  have  no  other  shift ;  the  rest  of 
the  Books  I  have  seen, — HUtoire  des  Rholutions  de  Pologne;^ 
Sistoire  des  Trois  DSmembremens  de  la  Pologne;^  Letters  on 
Polandy*  and  many  more, — ^are  not  worth  mentioning  at  all. 
Comfortable  in  the  mad  dance  of  these  is  Hermann's  recent  dull 
volume  ;*— commonplace,  dull,  but  steady  and  faithful ;  yielding 
us  at  least  dates,  and  an  inmiunity  from  noise.  By  help  of  Her- 
mann and  the  others,  distilled  to  caput  mortuumy  a  few  dated 
facts  (cardinal  we  dare  not  call  them)  may  be  extracted  ;^-dimly 
out  of  these,  to  the  meditatmg  mind,  some  outline  of  the  pheno- 
menon may  begin  to  become  conceivable. 

King  of  Poland  dies  ;  and  there  ensue  huge 
Anarchies  in  that  Country. 

The  poor  old  King  of  Poland, — ^whom  we  saw,  on 
that  fall  of  the  curtain  at  Pima  seven  years  ago,  rush 
off  for  Warsaw  with  his  Briihl,  with  expressive  speed 
and  expressive  silence,  and  who  has  been  waiting  there 
ever  since,  sublimely  confident  that  his  powerful  terres- 
trial friends,  Austria,  Russia,  France,  not  to  speak  of 
Heaven's  justice  at  all,  would  exact  due  penalty,  of 
signal  and  tremendous  nature,  on  the  Prussian  Aggres- 
sor,— ^has  again  been  disappointed.  The  poor  old  Gen- 
tleman got  no  compensation  for  his  manifold  losses  and 

*  1778  (a  Warsovie,  et  se  trouve  a  Paris),  2  voU.  8vo. 

*  AnonymotiB  (by  one  Ferrand,  otherwise  unknown  to  me),  Paris,  1820, 
3  volL  8vo. 

*  Anonymous  (by  a  *  Beverend  Mr.  Lindsey,*  it  would  seem),  Letters 
concerning  the  Present  State  of  Poland,  together  with  &c.  (London,  1773; 
1  YoL  8yo)  :  of  these  Letters,  or  at  least  of  Reverend  Lindsey,  Author  of 
them,  ^  Tutor  to  King  Stanislauses  Nephew,*  and  a  man  of  painfully  loud 
loose  tongue,  there  may  perhaps  be  mention  afterwai-ds. 

<  Hermann,  Geschichte  des  Russischen  Stoats,  yol.  v.  (already  cited  in 
regard  to  the  Peter-Catharine  tragedy) ;  seems  to  be  compiled  mainly  from 
the  Baxon  Archiyes,  from  Despatches  written  on  the  spot,  and  at  the  time. 
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woes  at  Pima  or  elsewhere;  not  the  least  mention  of 
such  a  thing,  on  the  final  winding-up  of  that  War  of 
Seven  Years,  in  which  his  share  had  been  so  tragical; 
no  alleviation  was  provided  for  him  in  this  world.  His 
sorrows  in  Poland  had  been  manifold;  nothing  but  an- 
archies, confusions  and  contradictions  had  been  his  Royal 
portion  there:  in  about  Forty  difierent  Diets  he  had 
tried  to  get  some  business  done, — ^no  use  asking  what; 
for  the  Diets,  one  and  all,  exploded  in  Nie  pozwalam ; 
and  could  do  no  business,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  for 
him  or  anybody.  An  unwise,  most  idle  Country;  fol- 
lowing as  chief  employment  perpetual  discrepancy  with 
its  idle  unwise  King  and  self;  Russia  the  virtual  head 
of  it  this  long  while,  so  far  as  it  has  any  head. 

February — AugiLst  1763,  just  while  the  Treaty  of 
Hubertsburg  was  blessing  everybody  with  the  return  of 
Peace,  and  for  long  months  after  Peace  had  returned  to 
everybody,  Polish  Majesty  was  in  sore  trouble.  Trouble 
in  regard  to  Courland,  to  his  poor  Son  Karl,  who  fancied 
himself  elected,  under  favour  and  permission  of  the  late 
Czarina  our  gracious  Protectress  and  Ally,  to  the  diffi- 
cult post  of  Duke  in  Courland ;  and  had  proceeded,  three 
or  four  years  ago,  to  take  possession, — ^but  was  now  in- 
terrupted by  Russian  encroachments  and  violences.  Not 
at  aU  well  disposed  to  him,  these  new  Peters,  new  Catha- 
rines. They  have  recalled  their  Bieren  from  Siberia; 
declare  that  old  Bieren  is  again  Duke,  or  at  least  that 
3^oung  Bieren  is,  and  not  Saxon  Karl  at  all ;  and  have 
proceeded.  Czarina  Catharine  has,  to  instal  him  forcibly 
with  Russian  soldiers.  Karl  declares,  "  You  shall  kill  me 
before  you  or  he  get  into  this  Palace  of  Mietau!" — and 
by  Domestics  merely,  and  armed  private  Gentlemen,  he 
does  maintain  himself  in  said  Palatial  Mansion;  valiantly 
indignant,  for  about  six  months;  the  Russian  Battalions 
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girdling  him  on  all  sides,  minatory  more  and  more,  but 
loth  to  begin  actual  bloodshed,^  A  transaction  very 
famed  in  those  parts,  and  still  giving  loud  voice  in  the 
Polish  Books,  which  indeed  get  ever  noisier  from  this 
point  onward,  till  they  end  in  inarticulate  shrieks,  as  we 
shall  too  well  hear. 

Empress  Catharine,  after  the  lapse  of  six  months, 
sends  an  Ambassador  to  Warsaw  (Kayserling  by  name), 
who  declares,  in  tone  altogether  imperative,  that  Czarish 
Majesty  feels  herself  weary  of  such  contumacy,  weary 
generally  of  Polish  Majesty's  and  Polish  Republic's  mul- 
tifarious contumacies;  and,  in  fine,  cruellest  of  all,  that 
she  has  troops  on  the  Frontier;  that  Courland  is  not  the 
only  place  where  she  has  troops.  What  a  stab  to  the 
poor  old  man !  '  Contumacies?'  Has  not  he  been  Rus- 
sia's patient  stepping-stone,  all  along ;  his  anarchic  Po- 
land and  he  accordant  in  that,  if  in  nothing  else?  "  Let 
us  to  Saxony,"  decides  he  passionately,  "  and  leave  aU 
this,"  In  Saxony  his  poor  old  Queen  is  dead  long  since; 
much  is  dead :  Saxony  and  Life  generally,  what  a  Gol- 
gotha! He  immediately  sends  word  to  Karl:  " Give  up 
Courland;  I  am  going  home!" — and  did  hastily  make 
his  packages,  and  bid  adieu  to  Warsaw,  and,  in  a  few 
weeks  after,  to  this  anarchic  world  altogether.  Died  at 
Dresden,  5th  October  1763. 

Polish  Majest}'  had  been  elected,  5th  October  1733; 
died,  you  observe,  5th  October  1763; — ^wasKing  of  Po- 
land ("King,"  save  the  mark!)  for  30  years  to  a  day. 
Was  elected — do  readers  still  remember  how?  Leaves 
a  ruined  Saxony  lying  round  him;  a  ruined  life  mutely 
asking  him,  "  Couldst  thou  have  done  no  better,  then?" 
Wretched  Brtthl  followed  him  in  four  or  five  weeks. 
Nay,   in  about  two  months,   his  Son  and  Successor, 

*  Bulhidre,  ii.  (Livre  v.)  81  et  antea ;  Hermann,  v.  348  et  seq. 
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"  Friedrich  Christian"  (with  whom  we  dined  at  Moritz- 
burg),  had  followed  him;^  leaving  a  small  Boy,  age  13, 
as  new  Kurfurst,  "  Friedrich  August"  the  name  of  him, 
with  guardians  to  manage  the  Minority;  especially  with 
his  Mother  as  chief  guardian, — of  whom,  for  two  rea- 
sons, we  are  now  to  say  something.  Reason  first  is. 
That  she  is  really  a  rather  brilliant,  distinguished  crea- 
ture, distinguished  more  especially  in  Friedrich's  world; 
whose  Letters  to  her  are  numerous,  and,  in  their  kind, 
among  the  notablest  he  wrote; — of  which  we  would 
gladly  give  some  specimen,  better  or  worse :  and  reason 
second^  That  in  so  doing,  we  may  contrive  to  look,  for  a 
moment  or  two,  into  the  preliminary  Polish  Anarchies 
at  first  hand;  and,  transiently  and  far  off,  see  something 
of  them  as  if  with  our  own  eyes. 

Marie -Antoine,  or  Marie -Antoinette,  Electress  of 
Saxony,  is  still  a  bright  Lady,  and  among  the  busiest 
living;  now  in  her  36th  year:  'bom  17th  July  1724; 
second  child  of  Kaiser  Karl  VII.'; — a  living  memento 
to  us  of  those  old  times  of  trouble.  Papa,  when  she 
came  to  him,  was  in  his  27th  year;  this  was  his  second 
daughter;  three  years  afterwards,  he  had  a  son  (bom, 
1727;  died,  1777),  who  made  the  "Peace  of  Fussen," 
to  Friedrich's  disgust,  in  1745,  if  readers  recollect; — 
and  who,  djdng  childless,  will  give  rise  to  another  War 
(the  "Potato  War"  so-called),  for  Friedrich's  behoof  and 
ours.  This  little  creature  would  be  in  her  teens  during 
that  fatal  Kaisership  (1742-1745,  her  age  then  18-21), 
— during  these  triumphs,  flights,  and  furnished-lodging 
intricacies.  Her  Mamma,  whom  we  have  seen,  a  little 
fat  bullet  given  to  devotion,  was  four  years  younger  tlian 
Papa.     Mamma  died,  '  11th  December  1756,'  Germany 

'  '  Prince  died,  17th  December  (BrOhl,  18th  November)  1763. 


Digitized  by 


v^oogle 


Chap.  HI.]  TROUBLES  IN  POLAND.  397 

1763-1769. 

all  blazing  out  in  War  again ;  she  had  been  a  Widow 
eleven  years, 

Marie- Antoine  was  wedded  to  Friedrich  Christian, 
Saxon  Kurprinz,  '  20th  June  1747;'  her  age  23,  his  25 : 
— Chronology  itself  is  something,  if  one  will  attend  to  it, 
in  the  absence  of  all  else !  The  young  pair  were  Cou- 
sins, their  Mothers  being  Sisters ;  Polish  Majesty  one's 
Uncle,  age  now  51, — ^who  was  very  fond  of  us,  poor  in- 
dolent soul,  and  glad  of  our  company  on  an  afternoon, 
'  being  always  in  his  dressing-gown  by  2  o'clock.'  Con- 
cerning which  the  tongue  of  Court  scandal  was  not  en- 
tirely idle, — Haubury  chronicling,  as  we  once  noticed. 
All  which  I  believe  to  be  mere  lying  wind.  The  young 
Princess  was  beautiful;  extremely  clever,  graceful  and 
lively,  we  can  still  see  for  ourselves:  no  wonder  poor 
Polish  Majesty,  always  in  his  dressing-gown  by  2,  was 
charmed  to  have  her  company, — the  rather  as  I  hope 
she  permitted  him  a  little  smoking  withal. 

Her  Husband  was  crook-backed;  and,  except  those 
slight,  always  perfectly  polite  little  passages,  in  Schmet- 
tau's  Siege  (1759),  in  the  Hubertsburg  Treaty  affair,  in 
the  dinner  at  Moritzburg,  I  never  heard  much  history 
of  him.  He  became  Elector,  5th  October  1763;  but 
enjoyed  the  dignity  little  more  than  two  months.  Our 
Princess  had  borne  him  seven  children, — ^three  boys, 
four  girls, — ^the  eldest  about  13,  a  Boy,  who  succeeded; 
the  youngest  a  girl,  hardly  3.  The  Boy  is  he  who  sent 
Gellert  the  caparisoned  Horse,  and  had  estafettes  on  the 
road  while  Gellert  lay  dying.  This  Boy  lived  to  be  77, 
and  saw  strange  things  in  the  world;  had  seen  Napo- 
leon and  the  French  Revolution;  was  the  first  "King  of 
Saxony"  so-called;  saw  Jena,  retreat  of  Moscow;  saw 
the  "Battle  of  the  Nations"  (Leipzig,  15th-18th  October 
1813),  and  his  great  Napoleon  terminate  in  bankruptcy. 
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He  left  no  Son.  A  Brother,  age  72,  succeeded  him  as 
King  for  a  few  years;  whom  again  a  Brother  would 
have  succeeded,  had  not  he  (this  third  Brother,  age 
now  66)  renounced,  in  favour  of  his  Son,  the  present 
King  of  Saxony.     Enough,  enough ! — 

August  28th,  1763,  while  afflicted  Polish  Majesty 
is  making  his  packages  at  Warsaw,  far  away, — Marie* 
Antoinette,  in  Dresden,  had  sent  Friedrich  an  Opera  of 
her  composing,  just  brought  out  by  her  on  her  Court- 
theatre  there.  Here  is  Friedrich's  Answer, — ^to  what 
kind  of  Opera  I  know  not,  but  to  a  Letter  accompanying 
it  which  is  extremely  pretty. 

Friedrich  to  the  Electoral  Princess  (at  Dresden). 

''  Potsdam,  5th  September  1763. 

^^  Madam  my  Sister, — ^The  remembrance  your  Eoyal  EGgh- 
"  ness  sends  is  the  more  flattering  to  me,  as  I  regret  infinitely 
"  not  to  have  been  spectator  and  hearer  of  the  fine  things'* 
(Opera  Thalestrisy  words  and  music  entirely  lost  to  us)  "which  I 
^  have  admired  for  myself  in  the  silent  state. 

^^  I  wish  I  could  send  you  things  as  pleasant  out  of  these 
^  parts :  but.  Madam,  I  am  obliged  to  give  you  a  hint,  which 
**  may  be  useful  if  you  can  hare  it  followed.  Li  Saxony,  how- 
"  ever,  my  Letters  get  opened ; — ^which  obliges  me  to  send  this 
"  by  a  special  Messenger ;  and  him,  that  he  may  cause  no  suspi- 
"  cion,  I  have  charged  with  fruits  from  my  garden.  Yon  will 
"  have  the  goodness  to  say*'  (if  anybody  is  eavesdropping)  "that 
"  you  asked  them  of  me  at  Moritzburg,  when  I  was  happy 
"  enough  to  see  you  there"  (six  months  ago,  coming  home  from 
the  Seven-Years  War).     "  The  hint  I  had  to  give  was  this : 

"In  Petersburg  people's  minds  are  getting  angry  at  the 
"  stubbornness  your  friends  show  in  refusing  to  recognise  Duke 
"  Bieren"  (home  from  Siberia,  again  Duke  of  Courland,  by  Rus- 
sian appointment,  as  if  Russia  had  that  right ;  Polish  Majesty 
and  his  Prince  Karl  resisting  to  the  uttermost).  "I  counsel  you 
^  to  induce  the  powerful  in  your  circle  to  have  this  condescen- 
"  sion"  (they  have  had  it,  been  obliged  to  have  it,  though  Fried- 
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rich  does  not  yet  know) ;  "for  it  will  turn  out  ill  to  them,  if  they 
*^  persist  in  being  obstinately  stiff.  It  begins  already  to  be  said 
"  That  there  are  more  than  a  million  Kussian  subjects  at  this 
"  time  refugees  in  Poland ;  whom,  by  I  forget  what  cartel,  the 
^  Republic  was  bound  to  deliver  up.  Orders  have  been  given 
"  to  Detachments  of  Military  to  enter  certain  places,  and  bring 
"  away  these  Russians  by  force.  In  a  word,  you  will  ruin  your 
**  affairs  forever,  unless  you  find  means  to  produce  a  change  of 
**  conduct  on  the  part  of  him  they  complain  of.  Take,  Madam, 
"  what  I  now  say  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  and  profound  regard 
«  with  which— ''—F.« 

This  hint,  if  the  King  knew,  had  been  given,  in  a  less  kind 
shape,  by  Necessity  itself;  and  had  sent  Polish  Majesty,  and  his 
Briihls  and  *  powerful  people,*  bodily  home,  and  out  of  that 
Polish-Russian  welter,  in  a  headlong  and  tragically  passionate 
condition.  Electoral  Princess,  next  time  she  writes,  is  become 
Electress  all  at  once. 

JSlectress  Marie-Atitoine  to  Friedrich. 

«'  Dresden,  6ih  October  1763. 

"  Sire, — ^Your  Majesty  has  given  me  such  assurance  of  your 
"  goodness  and  your  friendship,  that  I  will  now  appeal  to  that 
^  promise.  You  have  assured  us,  too,  that  you  would  with 
^*  pleasure  contribute  to  secure  Poland  for  us.  The  moment  is 
^  come  for  accomplishing  that  promise.  The  King  is  dead"  (died 
this  very  day;  see  if  /lose  time  in  sentimental  lamentations  1) — 
*'  with  him  these  grievances  of  Russia"  (our  stiffness  on  Courland 
and  the  like)  "  must  be  extinct ;  the  rather  as  we"  (the  now  reign- 
ing) *^will  lend  ourselves  willingly  to  everything  that  can  be  re- 
^  quired  of  us  for  perfect  reconcilement  with  that  Power. 

^^  You  can  do  all,  if  you  will  it ;  you  can  contribute  to  this 
**  reconcilement !  You  can  render  it  favourable  to  us.  You  will 
^  give  me  that  proof  of  the  flattering  sentiments  I  have  been 
^  so  proud  of  hitherto," — won't  you,  now?  " Russia  cannot  dis- 
^*  approve  the  mediation  you  might  deign  to  offer  on  that  be- 
**  half ; — our  intentions  being  so  honestly  amicable,  and  all  ground 
*^  of  controversy  having  died  with  the  late  King.    Russia  recon- 

•  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xadv.  46. 
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"  ciled,  our  views  on  the  Polish  Crown  might  at  once  be  de- 
"  clared  (Sclater)'^  Oh,  do  it,  yonr  Majesty ; — "  my  gratitude 
«  shall  only  end  with  life !— M,  A."» 

Friedrich,  who  is  busy  negotiating  his  Treaty  with  Bussia 
(perfected  11th  April  next),  and  understands  that  they  will  mean 
not  to  have  a  Saxon,  but  to  have  a  Kast,  and  perhaps  dimly  even 
what  Piast  (Stanislaus  Poniatowski,  the  emeritus  Lover),  who  will 
be  their  own,  and  not  Saxon/s  at  all, — ^must  have  been  a  little 
embarrassed  by  such  an  appeal  from  his  fair  friend  at  this  mo- 
ment. "  Wait  a  little ;  don^t  answer  yet,"  would  have  occurred 
to  the  common  mind.  But  that  was  not  Friedrich's  resource : 
he  answers  by  return  of  post,  as  always  in  such  cases ; — ^and  in 
the  following  adroit  manner  brushes  off,  without  hurt  to  it,  with 
kisses  to  it  rather,  the  beautiful  hand  that  has  him  by  the  button : 

To  the  Electreas  Marie-Antoine  (at  Dresden). 

"  Berlin,  8th  October  1763. 

"Madam  my  Sister, — I  be^n  by  making  my  condolences 
"  and  my  congratulations  to  your  Electoral  Highness  on  the 
"  death  of  the  King  your  Father-in-law,  and  on  your  Accession 
"  to  the  Electorate. 

"  Your  Electoral  Highness  will  remember  what  I  wrote,  not 
'^  long  since,  on  the  affairs  of  Poland.  I  am  afraid.  Madam,  that 
"  Russia  will  be  more  contrary  to  you  than  you  think.  M.  de 
"  WoronzoV*  (famous  Grand-Chancellor  of  Russia;  saved  him- 
self dexterously  in  the  late  Petei^Gatharine  overturn ;  has  since 
fallen  into  disfavour  for  his  notions  about  our  Gregory  Orlof ,  and 
is  now  on  his  way  to  Italy,  ^  for  health's  sake,'  in  consequence), 
*^  who  is  just  arrived  here,*®  told  me,  too,  of  some  things  which 
**  raise  an  ill  augury  of  this  affair.  If  you  do  not  disapprove  of 
**  my  speaking  frankly  to  you,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
'*  suitable  in  you  to  send  some  discreet  Diplomatist  to  that  Court 
**  to  notify  the  Bang's  death ;  and  you  would  learn  by  him  what 
"  you  have  to  expect  from  her  Czarish  Majesty^'  (the  Empress, 
he  always  calls  her,  knowing  she  prefers  that  title).  ^  It  seems 
'^  to  me.  Madam,  that  it  would  be  precipitate  procedure  should 

•  (Euvrea  de  FridSric,  xxiv.  47. 

»  '  Had  his  audience,  7th  October'  (yesterday) :  Bodenbeck,  ii.  224. 
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^^  I  wish  to  enga^  you  in  an  Enterprise,  which  appears  to 
<<  myself  absolutely  dubious  (ha8ardie)y  unless  approved  by  that 
^^  Princess.  As  to  me.  Madam,  I  have  not  the  ascendant  there 
^^  which  you  suppose :  I  act  under  rule  of  all  the  delicacies  and 
^^  discretions  with  a  Court  which  separated  itself  from  my  Ene- 
<<  mies  when  all  Europe  wished  to  crush  me :  but  I  am  far 
^  from  being  able  to  regolate  the  Empress's  way  of  thinking* 

^^  It  is  the  same  with  the  quarrels  about  the  Duke  of  Oour- 
^^  land;  one  cannot  attempt  mediation  except  by  consent  of  both 
^  parties.  I  betieve  I  am  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
^^  Court  of  Russia  does  not  mean  to  terminate  that  business  by 
"  foreign  mediation.  What  I  have  heard  about  it  (what,  how- 
<<  ever,  is  founded  only  on  vague  news)  is.  That  the  Empress 
**  might  prevail  upon  herself  (pourrait  se  r^soudre)  to  purchase 
"  from  Briihl  the  Prindpalily  of  Zips"  (Zips,  on  the  edge  of 
Hungary;  let  readers  take  note  of  that  Principality,  at  pre- 
sent in  the  hand  of  Briihl, — ^who  has  much  disgusted  Poland 
by  his  voracity  for  Lands;  and  is  disgorging  them  all  again, 
poor  soul  I),  ^^  to  give  it  to  Prince  Karl  in  compensation :  but 
^  that  would  lead  to  a  negotiation  with  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
**  which  might  involve  the  affair  in  other  contentions. 

^  I  conjure  you.  Madam,  I  repeat  it,  Be  not  precipitate  in 
"  anything;  lest,  as  my  fear  is,  you  replunge  Europe  into  the 
^^  troubles  it  has  only  just  escaped  from  I  As  to  me,  I  have 
^  found,  since  the  Peace,  so  much  to  do  within  my  own  borders, 
^<  that  I  have  not,  I  assure  you,  had  time,  Madam,  to  think  of 
^'  going  abroad.  I  confine  myself  to  forming  a  thousand  wishes 
^  for  the  prosperity  of  your  Electoral  Highness,  assuring  you 
"  of  the  high  esteem  with  which  I  am, — ^F."" 

After  some  further  Letters,  of  eloquently  pressing  solicita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Lady,  and  earnest  advising,  as  well  as 
polite  fencing^  on  the  part  of  Friedrich,  the  latter  writes : 

jFViedrich  to  Eleetress* 

"  Potadam,  3d  November  1763. 
^^  Madam  my  Sister, — ^At  this  moment  I  receive  a  Letter 
^'  from  the  Empress  of  Russia,  the  contents  of  which  do  not 

"  (EuvreadeFrSdMc^^jdY.^. 
VOL.  VI.  D  D 
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^  appear  to  me  f  aTourable,  Madam,  to  your  hopes*  She  requires 
^  {exige)  that  I  should  iustmet  mj  Minister  in  Poland  to  act 
•  ^  entirely  in  concert  with  the  Count  Eajierling ;  and  she  adds 
'^  these  Teiy  words :  ^  I  expect,  from  the  friendship  of  your  Ma- 
^  jesty^  that  you  will  not  allow  a  passage  through  your  tecritory, 
^nor  the  entry  into  Poland,  to  Saxon  troops,  who  are  to  be 
^^  regarded  there  absolutely  as  strangers.' 

^  Unless  your  Letters,  Madam"  (Madam  had  said  that  she 
had  written  to  the  Empress,  assuring  her  &c.)  ^^  change  the 
^  sentiments  of  the  Empress,  I  do  not  see  in  what  way  the  Elector 
^  could  arrive  at  the  throne  of  Poland ;  and  consequent^,  whether 
^^  I  deferred  to  the  widies  of  the  Empress  in  this  pointy  or  re^ 
^  fused  to  do  so,  you  would  not  the  more  become  Queen ;  and  I 
^  might  commit  myself  against  a  Power  whidi  I  ou^t  to  ke^ 
^  well  with  (mdnager).  I  am  persuaded.  Madam,  that  your  Eleo- 
'^^  toral  Highness  enters  into  my  embarrassment ;  and  that,  un- 
^  less  you  find  youraelf  successful  in  changing  the  Empress's  own 
^^  ideas  on  this  matter,  you  will  not  require  of  me  that  I  should 
^  embroil  myself  fruitlessly  with  a  neighbour  who  deserves  the 
^'  greatest  consideration  from  me. 

^^All  this  is  one  consequence  of  the  course  which  Ckrant 
'^  Briifal  induced  his  late  Polish  Majesty  to  take  with  regard  to 
^^  the  interests  of  Prince  Karl  in  Courland ;  and  your  Electoral 
^^  Highness  will  remember,  that  I  often  represented  to  you  the 
•"  injury  which  would  arise  to  him  from  it. 

^I  will  wish.  Madam,  that  other  opportimities  may  occur, 
•**  where  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  prove  to  your  Electoral 
^  ELighness  the  profound  esteem  and  consideration  with  which 
*'  I  am— "— F,i» 

Electress  to  Friedrich. 

"  Dresden,  11th  November  1763. 
"  Sire, — ^I  am  not  yet  disheartened.  I  love  to  flatter  myself 
"  with  your  friendship,  Sire,  and  I  will  not  easily  renounce  the 
^^  hope  that  you  will  give  n^  a  real  mark  of  it  in  an  affair  which 
^^  interests  me  so  strongly.  Nobody  has  greater  ascendancy  over 
^  the  mind  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  than  your  Majesty ;  use  it, 

It  (Euores  de  FrMeric^  zxiv.  52. 
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^  Sire^  to  incline  it  to  onr  favour.  Our  obligation  will  be  infi- 
"  nite."  ♦  *  «  Why  should  she  be  absolutely  against  us  I 
'^  What  has  she  to  fear  from  us  ?  The  Courland  business,  if 
^  that  sticks  with  her^  could  be  terminated  in  a  suitable  mannerJ 
— ^^  Troops  into  Poland,  Sire?'  ^^My  Husband  so  little  thinks 
^  of  sending  troops  thither,  that  he  has  given  orders  for  the  re* 
"  turn  of  those  already  there.  He  does  not  wish  the  Crown 
^'  except  from  the  free  suffrages  of  the  Nation :  if  the  Empress 
^  absolutely  refuse  to  help  him  with  her  good  offices,  let  her,  at 
*  least,  not  be  against  him.  Do  try,  Sire."^' — ^Friedrich  answers^ 
after  four  days,  or  by  return  of  post — But  we  will  give  the 
rest  in  the  form  of  Dialogue. 

Frtedrich  (after  four  days).  *  *  "  K,  Madam,  I  had 
**  Crowns  to  give  away,  I  would  place  the  first  on  your  head,  as 
'^  most  worthy  to  bear  it.  But  I  am  far  from  such  a  position.  I 
**  have  just  got  out  of  a  horrible  War,  which  my  enemies  made 
^  upon  me  with  a  rage  almost  beyond  example ;  I  endeavour  to 
^  cultivate  friendship  with  all  my  nei^bours,  and  to  get  em* 
^  broiled  with  nobody.  With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Poland,  an 
^  Empress  whom  I  ought  to  be  well  with,  and  to  whom  I  owe 
**  great  obligations,  requires  me  to  enter  into  her  measures ;  you, 
^  Madam,  whom  I  would  fain  please  if  I  could,  you  want  me 
^  to  change  the  sentiments  of  this  Empress.  Do  but  enter  into 
^  my  embarrassment r  *  *  "According  to  all  I  hear  from 
^  Russia,  it  appears  to  me  that  every  resolution  is  taken  there ; 
^  and  that  the  Empress  is  resolved  even  to  sustain  the  party  of 
^  her  partisans  in  Poland  with  the  forces  she  has  all  in  readiness 
^  at  the  borders.  As  for  me.  Madam,  I  wish,  if  possible,  not  to 
"  meddle  at  all  with  this  business,  which  hitherto  is  not  com- 
^  pKcated,  but  which  may,  any  day,  become  so  by  the  neigh- 
"  hours  of  Poland  taking  a  too  lively  part  in  it  Ready,  other- 
**  wise,  on  all  occasions,  to  give  to  your  Electoral  Highness  proofs 
^  of  my— ''^^ 

EUctresa  (after  ten  days).  *  •  "Why  should  the  Em- 
^  press  be  so  much  against  usf  We  have  not  deserved  her 
^  hatred.     On  the  contrary,  we  seek  her  friendship.    She  de- 


"  (Ewns  de  Frederic,  xxiv.  53. 

>«  Ibid.  p.  54 :  <  Potsdam,  16th  November  1763/ 
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"  claresy  however,  that  she  will  nphold  the  freedom  of  the  Poles 
"  in  the  election  of  their  King.  You,  Sire" — "  — ^But  we  must 
cut  short,  though  it  lasts  long  months  after  this.  Great  is  the 
Electress's  persistence, — ^^^My  poor  Husband  being  dead,  cannot 
^  our  poor  Boy,  cannot  his  uncle  Prince  Xavier  try?  O  Sire  r 
Our  last  word  shall  be  this  of  Friedrich's ;  actual  Election-time 
now  drawing  nigh : 

Friedrich.  ^I  am  doing  like  the  dogs  who  have  fought  bit- 
"  terly  till  they  are  worn  down :  I  sit  licking  my  wounds.  I 
'^  notice  most  European  Powers  doing  the  same ;  too  happy  if, 
^  whilst  Kings  are  being  manufactured  to  right  and  left,  public 
^  tranquilUty  is  not  disturbed  thereby,  and  if  every  one  may 
^  continue  to  dwell  in  peace  beside  his  hearth  and  his  household 
^  gods.^^^    Adieu,  bright  Madam. 

No  reader  who  has  made  acquaintance  with  Polish 
History  can  well  doubt  but  Poland  was  now  dead  or 
moribund,  and  had  well  deserved  to  die.  Anarchies  are 
not  permitted  in  this  world.  Under  fine  names,  they 
are  grateful  to  the  Populaces,  and  to  the  Editors  of 
Newspapers;  but  to  the  Maker  of  this  Universe  they 
are  eternally  abhorrent;  and  from  the  beginning  have 
been  forbidden  to  be.  They  go  their  course,  applauded 
or  not  applauded  by  self  and  neighbours, — ^for  what 
lengths  of  time  none  of  us  can  know;  for  a  long  term 
sometimes,  but  always  for  a  fixed  term;  and  at  last 
their  day  comes.  Poland  had  got  to  great  lengths,  two 
centuries  ago,  when  poor  John  Casimir  abdicated  his 
Crown  of  Poland,  after  a  trial  of  twenty  years,  and  took 
leave  of  the  Republic  in  that  remarkable  Speech  to  the 
Diet  of  1667. 

This  John  is  "  Casimir  V.,"  last  Scion  of  the  Swed- 
ish House  of  Vasa, — ^with  whom,  in  the  Great  Elector's 
time,  we  had  some  slight  acquaintance;  and  saw  at  least 

"  (EuvreM  de  FrSdhic,  xxiv.  65 :  *  Dresden,  26th  November  1763/ 
^<  '  gana-Souci,  26th  June  1764'  (IbicL  p.  69). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  IIL]  TROUBLES  IN  POLAND.  405 

1763-1769. 

the  three-days  beating  he  got  (Warsaw,  28th-30th  July 
1656)  from  Karl  Gustav  of  Sweden  and  the  Great  Elec- 
tor,^^  ancestors  respectively  of  Karl  XII.  and  of  our 
present  Friedrich.  He  is  not  "  Casimir  the  Great"  of 
Polish  Kings;  but  he  is,  in  our  day,  Casrmir  the  alone 
Eemarkable.  It  seems  to  me  I  once  had  in  extenso  this 
Valedictory  Speech  of  his;  but  it  has  lapsed  again  mto 
the  general  Mother  of  Dead  Dogs,  and  I  will  not  spend 
a  week  in  fishing  for  it.  The  gist  of  the  Speech,  innu- 
merable Books  and  Dead  Dogs  tell  you,^^  is  '  lamentation 
over  the  Polish  Anarchies,*  and  '  a  Prophecy,'  which  is 
very  easily  remembered.  The  poor  old  Gentleman  had 
no  doubt  eaten  his  peck  of  dirt  among  those  Polacks, 
and  swallowed  chagrins  till  he  felt  his  stomach  could 
no  more,  and  determined  to  have  done  with  it.  To 
one's  fancy,  in  abridged  form,  the  Valediction  must  have 
run  essentially  as  follows : 

*  Magnanimous  Polack  Gentlemen,  you  are  a  glori- 

*  ous  Eepublic,  and  have  Nie  pozwalam^  and  strange 

*  methods  of  business,  and  of  behaviour  to  your  Kings 

*  and  others.     We  have  often  fought  together,  been 

*  beaten  together,  by  our  enemies  and  by  ourselves;  and 

*  at  last  I,  for  my  share,  have  enough  of  it.     I  intend, 

*  for  Paris;  religious-literary  pursuits,  and  the  society 

*  of  Ninon  de  TEnclos.     I  wished  to  say  before  going, 

*  that  according  to  all  record,  ancient  and  modem,  of 
'  the  ways  of  God  Almighty  in  this  world,  there  was 

*  not  heretofore,  nor  do  I  expect  there  can  henceforth 

*  be,  a  Human  Society  that  would  stick  together  on 
'.  those  terms.     Believe  me,  ye  Polish  Chivalries,  with- 

*  out  superior  except  in  Heaven,  if  your  glorious  Re- 

"  Supra,  i.  348-351. 

**  Histoire  des  TroU  Dememhremens  does,  and  many  others  do ;— copied 
in  BiograpJiie  Univeraelle,  vii  278  (§  Casimir). 
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'  public  continue  to  be  managed  in  such  maimer,  not 
'  good  will  come  of  it,  but  evil.  The  day  will  arrive' 
(this  is  the  Prophecy,  almost  in  ipsissimis  verbis)^  '  the 

*  day  perhaps  is  not  so  far  off,  when  this  glorious  Re- 
'  public  will  get  torn  into  shreds,  hither,  thither;   be 

*  stuffed  into  the  pockets  of  covetous  neighbours,  Braa- 

*  denburg,  Muscovy,  Austria;  and  find  itself  reduced  to 

*  zero,  and  abolished  from  the  face  of  the  world. 

*  I  speak  these  words  in  sorrow  of  soul;  words  which 
'  probably  you  will  not  believe.     Which  only  Fate  can 

*  compel  you  to  believe,  one  day,  if  they  are  true  words: 

*  — ^you  think,  probably,  they  are  not?  Me,  at  least,  or 
'  interest  of  mine,  they  do  not  regard.     I  speak  them 

*  from  the  fulness  of  my  heart,  and  on  behest  of  fiiend- 

*  ship  and  conviction  alone ;  having  the  honour  at  this 
'  moment  to  bid  you  and  your  Republic  a  very  long 

*  farewell.  Good  morning,  for  the  last  time  !*  And  so 
exit:  to  Rome  (had  been  Cardinal  once);  to  Paris  and 
the  society  of  Ninon's  Circle,  for  the  few  years  left  him 
oflife.»» 

This  poor  John  had  had  his  bitter  experiences :  thkik 
only  of  one  instance.  In  1652,  the  incredible  Law  of 
Liberum  Veto  had  been  introduced,  in  spite  of  John  and 
his  endeavours.  Liberum  Veto ;  the  power  of  one  man  to 
stop  the  proceedings  of  Polish  Parliament  by  pronounc- 
ing audibly,  "  Nie  pozwalam^  I  don't  permit !" — never 
before  or  since  among  mortals  was  so  incredible  a  Law. 
Law  standing  indisputable,  nevertheless,  on  the  Polish 
Statute-Book  for  above  two  hundred  years  :  like  an 
ever-flowing  fountain  of  Anarchy,  joyful  to  the  Polish 
Nation.  How  they  got  any  business  done  at  all,  under 
such  a  Law?  Truly  they  did  but 'little;  and  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  as  good  as  uone.     But  if  Polish  Par- 

»  »-Died,  16th  December  1672,  age  63/ 
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liament  was  universally  in  earnest  to  do  some  business,  ^ 
and  veto  came  upon  it,  Honourable  Members,  I  observe, 
gathered  passionately  round  the  vetoing  Brother;  con- 
jured, obtested,  menaced,  wept,  prayed;  and,  if  the  case 
was  too  urgent  and  insoluble  otherwise,  the  Nie  pozwa- 
lam  Gentleman  still  obstinate,  they  plunged  their  swords 
through  him,  and  in  that  way  brought  consent  The 
commoner  course  was  to  dissolve  and  go  home  agam,  in 
a  tempest  of  shrieks  and  curses. 

The  Right  of  Confederation,  too,  is  very  curious :  do 
readers  know  it?  A  free  Polack  gentleman,  aggrieved 
by  anything  that  has  occurred  or  been  enacted  in  his 
N^ation,  has  the  right  of  swearing,  whether  absolutely 
by  himself  I  know  not,  but  certainly  with  two  or  three 
others  of  like  mind,  that  he  will  not  accept  said  occur- 
rence or  enactment,  and  is  hereby  got  into  arms  against 
its  abettors  and  it.  The  brightest  jewel  in  the  cestus 
of  Polish  Liberty  is  this  right  of  confederating;  and  it 
has  been,  till  of  late,  and  will  be  now  again  practised  to 
all  lengths :  right  of  every  Polish  gentleman  to  con- 
federate with  every  other  against,  or  for,  whatsoever  to 
them  two  may  seem  good;  and  to  assert  their  particular 
view  of  the  case  by  fighting  for  it  against  all  comers, 
Eang  and  Diet  included.  It  must  be  owned,  there  n^ver 
was  in  Nature  such  a  Form  of  Government  before;  such 
a  mode  of  social  existence,  rendering  "government"  im- 
possible for  some  generations  past. 

On  the  strength  of  Saxony  and  its  resources  and 
connexions,  the  two  Augusts  had  contrived  to  exist 
with  the  name  of  Kiags;  with  the  name,  but  with  little 
or  nothing  more.  Under  this  last  August,  as  we  heard, 
there  have  been  about  forty  Diets,  and  in  not  one  of 
them  the  least  thing  of  business  done ;  all  the  forty, 
after  trying  their  best,  have  stumbled  on  Nie  pozwalam^ 
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and  been  obliged  to  vanish  in  shrieks  and  curses.^^  As 
to  August  the  Physically  Strong,  such  treatment  had 
he  met  with, — ^poor  August,  if  readers  remember,  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  partition  Poland;  to  give  away 
large  sections  of  it  in  purchase  of  the  consent  of  neigh- 
bours, and  plant  himself  hereditarily  in  the  central 
part; — ^and  would  have  done  so,  had  not  Grumkow  and 
he  drunk  so  deep,  and  death  by  inflammation  of  the 
foot  suddenly  come  upon  the  poor  man.  Some  Parti- 
tion of  Poland  has  been  more  than  once  thought  of  by 
practical  people  concerned.  Poland,  as  *  a  house  chroni- 
cally smoking  through  the  slates,*  which  usually  brings 
a  new  European  War  every  time  it  changes  King,  does 
require  to  be  taken  charge  of  by  its  neighbours. 

Latterly,  as  we  observed,  there  has  been  little  of  con- 
federating; indeed,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  asRulhifere 
copiously  informs  us,  there  has  been  no  Grovemment,  con- 
sequently no  mutiny  needed;  little  or  no  National  busi- 
ness of  any  kind, — ^the  Forty  Diets  having  all  gone  the 
road  we  saw.  Electing  of  the  Judges, — ^that,  says  Rul- 
hi^re,  and  wearisomely  teaches  by  example  again  and  ever 
again,  has  always  been  an  interesting  act,  in  the  various 
Provinces  of  Poland ;  not  with  the  hope  of  getting  fair  or 
upright  Judges,  but  Judges  that  will  lean  in  the  desir- 
able direction.  In  a  Country  overrun  with  endless  law- 
suits, debts,  credits,  feudal  intricacies,  claims,  liabilities, 
how  important  to  get  Judges  with  the  proper  bias !  And 
these  once  got,  or  lost  till  next  term, — ^what  is  there  to 
hope  or  to  fear?  Russia  does  our  Politics,  fights  her 
Seven -Years  War  across  us;  and  we,  happy  we,  have 
no  fighting; — ^never  till  this  of  Courland  was  there  the 
least  ill-nature  from  Russia !     We  are  become  latterly 

»  Buchholz  (Preussisch-BrandenhurgiscJie  Geschichte^  ii.  133,  154,  &c. 
&c.)  gives  various  samples,  and  this  enumeration. 
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the  peaceable  stepping-stone  of  Russia  into  Europe  and 
out  of  it; — ^what  may  be  called  the  door-mat  of  Russia, 
useful  to  her  feet,  when  she  is  about  paying  visits  or 
receiving  them !  That  is  not  a  glorious  feet,  if  it  be  a 
safe  and  '  lucky'  one;  nor  do  the  Polish  Nobilities  at  all 
phrase  it  in  that  manner.  But  a  fact  it  is;  which  has 
shown  itself  complete  in  the  late  Czarina's  and  late  Au- 
gust's time,  and  which  had  been  on  the  growing  hand 
ever  since  Peter  the  Great  gained  his  Battle  of  Pultawa, 
and  rose  to  the  ascendancy,  instead  of  Earl  and  Sweden. 
The  Poles  put  fine  colours  on  aU  this;  and  are  much 
contented  with  themselves.  The  Russians  they  regard 
as  intrinsically  an  inferior  barbarous  people ;  and  to  this 
day  you  will  hear  indignant  Polack  Gentlemen  bursting 
out  in  the  same  strain :  "  StiU  barbarian,  sir;  no  culture, 
no  literature," — ^inferior  because  they  do  not  make  verses 
equal  to  ours !  How  it  may  be  with  the  verses,  I  will 
not  decide :  but  the  Russians  are  inconceivably  superior 
in  respect  that  they  have,  to  a  singular  degree  among 
Nations,  the  gift  of  obeying,  of  being  commanded.  Po- 
lack Chivalry  snifis  at  the  mention  of  such  a  gift.  Polack 
Chivalry  got  sore  stripes  for  wanting  this  gift.  And  in 
the  end,  got  striped  to  death,  and  flung  out  of  the  world, 
for  continuing  blind  to  the  want  of  it,  and  never  acquir- 
ing it.  Beyond  all  the  verses  in  Nature,  it  is  essential 
to  every  Chivalry  and  Nation  and  Man.     *  Polite  Polish 

*  Society  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  felt  itself  to  be  in 

*  a  most  halcyon  condition,'  says  Rulhi^re  :^^  *  given  up 
'  to  the  agreeable,  and  to  that  only;'  charming  evening- 
parties,  and  a  great  deal  of  flirting;  fuU  of  the  benevo- 
lences, the  philanthropies,  the  new  ideas, — given  up 
especially  to  the  pleasing  idea  of  ^^  Laissez-faire^  and 
everything  will  come  right  of  itself."     "  What  a  dis- 

«  Bnlhi^,  i  216  (a  noteworthy  passage). 
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covery !"  said  every  liberal  Polifih  mind :  "  for  thousaads 
of  years,  how  people  did  torment  themflelveB  trying  to 
steer  the  ship;  never  knowing  that  the  plan  was,  To 
let  go  the  helm,  and  honestly  sit  down  to  your  mutual 
amusements  and  powers  of  pleasing !" 

To  this  condition  of  beautifully  phosphorescent  rot- 
heap  has  Poland  ripened,  in  the  helpless  reigns  of  those 
poor  Augusts; — the  Ailness  of  time  not  now  fer  off,  one 
would  say?  It  would  complete  the  picture,  could  I  go 
into  the  state  of  what  is  called  "  Religion"  in  Poland. 
Dissenterism,  of  various  poor  types,  is  extensive;  and, 
over  against  it,  is  such  a  type  of  Jesuit  Fanaticism  as 
has  no  fellow  in  that  time.  Of  which  there  have  been 
truly  savage  and  sanguinary  outbreaks,  fiom  time  to 
time;  especially  one  at  Thorn,  forty  yeans  ago,  which 
shocked  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  tl^  whole  Protestant 
world.^  Polish  Orthodoxy,  in  that  time,  and  perhaps 
still  in  ours,  is  a  thing  worth  noting.  A  late  Tourifit 
informs  me,  he  saw  on  the  streets  of  Stettin,  not  long 
«nce,  a  drunk  human  creature  staggenng  about,  who 
seemed  to  be  a  Baltic  Sailor,  just  arrived ;  the  dirtiest,  or 
among  the  dirtiest,  of  mankind;  who,  as  he  reeled  along, 
kept  slapping  his  hands  upon  his  breast,  and  shouting, 
in  exultant  soliloquy,  "  Polack,  Catholik  I"  /  am  a  Pole 
and  Orthodox,  ye  inferior  two-legged  entities ! — ^In  re- 
gard to  the  Jesuit  Fanaticisms,  at  Thorn  and  elsewhere, 
no  blame  can  attach  to  the  poor  Augusts,  who  always 
leant  the  other  way,  what  they  durst  or  could.  Nor  is 
speciality  of  blame  due  to  them  on  any  score ;  it  was 
"like  People,  like  King,"  all  along; — and  they,  such 
their  luck,  have  lived  to  bring  in  the  fulness  of  time. 

The  Saxon  Electors  are  again  aspirants  for  this  en- 

»  See  snprd.,  iL  15, 16  (and  many  old  PamphleiB  on  it). 
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viable  Throne.  We  have  seen  the  beautiful  Electress 
sealously  solicitmg  Friedrich  for  help  in  that  project; 
Friedrich,  in  a  dexterously  graceful  manner,  altogether 
declining.  Hereditary  Saxons  are  not  to  be  the  expe- 
dient liris  time,  it  iv^ould  seem;  a  grandiose  Czarina  has 
decided  otherwise.  Why  should  not  she?  She  and  all 
the  world  are  well  aware,  Russia  has  been  virtual  lord 
of  Poland  this  long  time.  Credible  enough  that  Russia 
intends  to  continue  so ;  and  also  that  it  will  be  able, 
without  very  much  expenditure  of  new  contrivance  for 
lliat  object. 

So  £bu*  as  can  be  guessed  and  assiduously  deduced 
from  RvJMere^  with  your  bes*  attention,  Russian  Ca- 
tharine's interference  seems  first  of  all  to  have  been 
grounded  on  the  grandiose  philanthropic  principle. 
Astonishing  to  the  liberal  mind ;  yet  to  appearance 
true.  Rulhi^re  nowhere  soys  so;  but  that  is  gradually 
one's  own  perception  of  the  matter ;  no  other  refuge 
for  you  out  of  flat  inconceivability.  Philanthropic  prin- 
ciple, we  say,  which  the  Voltaires  and  Sages  of  that 
Epoch  are  prescribing  as  one's  duty  and  one's  glory: 
**0h  ye  Kings,  why  won't  you  do  good  to  mankind, 
then?"  Catharine,  a  kind  of  She-Louis  Quatorze,  was 
equal  to  such  a  thing.  To  put  one's  cast  Lover  into 
A  throne, — ^poor  soul,  console  him  in  that  manner; — 
and  reduce  the  long-dissentient  Country  to  blessed  com- 
posure under  him :  what  a  thing !  Foolish  Poniatowski, 
an  empty,  windy  creature,  redolent  of  macassar  and  the 
finer  sensibilities  of  the  heart :  him  she  did  make  King 
of  Poland ;  but  to  reduce  the  long-dissentient  Country 
to  composure, — ^thatwas  what  she  could  not  do.  Coun- 
tries in  that  predicament  are  sometimes  very  difficult  to 
compose.  The  Czarina  took,  for  above  five  years,  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  without  losing  patience.     The  Czarina, 
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after  every  new  effort,  perceived  with  astonishment  that 
she  was  further  from  success  than  ever.  With  aston- 
ishment ;  and  gradually  with  irritation,  thickening  and 
mounting  towards  indignation. 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  grandiose 
Woman  handled,  or  designed  to  handle,  a  doomed  Po- 
land in  the  merciless  feline-diabolic  way  set  forth  with 
wearisome  loud  reiteration  in  those  distracted  Books; 
playing  with  the  poor  Country  as  cat  does  with  mouse; 
now  lifting  her  fell  paw,  letting  the  poor  mouse  go  loose 
in  floods  of  celestial  joy  and  hope  without  limit;  and  al- 
ways clutching  the  hapless  creature  back  into  the  black- 
ness of  death,  before  eating  and  ending  it.  Reason  first 
is,  that  the  Czarina,  as  we  see  her  elsewhere,  never  was 
in  the  least  a  Cat  or  a  Devil,  but  a  mere  Woman;  al* 
ready  virtual  proprietress  of  Poland,  and  needing  little 
contrivance  to  keep  it  virtually  hers.  Reason  second  is, 
that  she  had  not  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  could  not  fore- 
know the  Polish  events  of  the  next  ten  years,  much  less 
shape  them  out  beforehand,  and  preside  over  them,  like  a 
Devil  or  otherwise,  in  the  way  supposed. 

My  own  private  conjecture,  I  confess,  has  rather 
grown  to  be,  on  much  reading  of  those  Rvlhihes  and 
distracted  Books,  that  the  Czarina, — ^who  was  a  gran- 
diose creature,  with  considerable  magnanimities,  natural 
and  acquired;  with  many  ostentations,  some  really  great 
qualities  and  talents;  in  effect,  a  kind  of  She-Louis  Qua- 
torze  (if  the  reader  will  reflect  on  that  Royal  Gentle- 
man, and  put  him  into  petticoats  in  Russia,  and  change 
his  improper  females  for  improper  males), — that  the 
Czarina,  very  clearly  resolute  to  keep  Poland  hers,  had 
determined  with  herself  to  do  something  very  handsome 
in  regard  to  Poland ;  and  to  gain  glory,  both  with  the 
enlightened  Philosophe  classes  and  -with  her  own  proud 
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heart,  by  her  treatment  of  that  intricate  matter,  "  On 
the  one  hand,"  thinks  she,  or  let  us  fancy  she  thinks, 
"here  is  Poland;  a  Country  fallen  bedrid  amid  Anar- 
chies, curable  or  incurable;  much  tormented  with  reli- 
gious intolerance  at  this  tune,  hateful  to  the  phUosophic 
mind;  a  hateful  fanaticism  growing  upon  it  for  forty 
years  past"  (though  it  is  quite  against  Polish  Law); 
"and  the  cries  of  oppressed  Dissidents"  (Dissenters, 
chiefly  of  the  Protestant  and  of  the  Greek  persuasion) 
"  becoming  more  and  more  distressing  to  hear.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  here  is  Poniatowski  who,  who — !"* — 

Readers  have  not  forgotten  the  handsome,  otherwise 
extremely  paltry,  young  Polack,  Stanislaus  Poniatowski, 
whom  Excellency  Williams  took  with  him  8  or  9  years 
ago,  ostensibly  as  "  Secretary  of  Legation,"  unostensibly 
as  something  very  different?  Handsome  Stanislaus  did 
duly  become  Lover  of  the  Grand  Duchess;  and  has  duly, 
in  tiie  course  of  Nature,  some  time  ago  (date  uncertain 
to  me),  become  discarded  Lover;  the  question  rising, 
What  is  to  be  done  with  that  elegant  inane  creature,  and 
his  vaporous  sentimentalisms  and  sublime  sorrows  and 
disappointments  ?  "  Let  us  make  him  King  of  Poland !" 
said  the  Czarina,  who  was  always  much  the  gentleman 
with  her  discarded  Lovers  (more  so,  I  should  say,  than 
Louis  Quatorze  with  his; — and  indeed  it  is  computed 
they  cost  her,  in  direct  moneys,  about  twenty  millions 
sterling, — ^being  numerous  and  greedy;  but  never  the 
least  tiff  of  scolding  or  ill  language)  :^ — "  King  of  Po- 
land, with  furnishings,  and  set  him  handsomely  up  in  the 
world !  We  will  close  the  Dissident  Business  for  him, 
cure  many  a  curable  Anarchy  of  Poland,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Voltaire  and  all  leading  spirits  of  mankind. 

^  Cast^ra  (Viede  Catharine  II)  has  an  elaborate  Appendix  on  this  part 
of  his  subject. 
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He  shall  have  outfit  of  Erus&dan  taroopa,  poor  creature; 
and  be  able  to  put  down  Anarchiea,  and  show  himself 
a  useful  and  grateful  Viceroy  for  us  there.  Outfit  of 
10,000  troops,  a  wise  Russian  Manager:  and  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  Dissidents  to  be  settled  as  the  first  glacy  of 
his  reign!" 

Ingenuous  readers  are  invited  to  try,  in  their  diffiiae 
vague  Bvihi^resj  and  unintelligible  s^ieky  Polish  His- 
tories, whether  this  notion  does  not  rise  on  th^oti  as 
a  posdble  human  explaxkation^  more  credible  than  the 
feline-diabolic  one,  which  needs  withal  such  a  foreknow- 
ledge, unattainable  by  cat  or  devil?  Poland  must  not 
rise  to  be  too  strong  a  Country,  and  turn  its  back  on 
Eussia.  No,  truly;  nor,  except  by  miraculous  suspen- 
sion of  the  Laws  of  Nature,  is  liiere  danger  of  that. 
But  neither  need  Poland  lie  utterly  lame  and  prostrate, 
useless  to  Russia;  and  be  tortured  on  its  sick-bed  with 
Dissident  Questions  and  Anarchies,  curable  by  a  strong 
Sovereign,  of  whom  much  is  expected  by  Voltaire  and 
the  leading  spirits  of  mankind. 

What  we  shall  have  to  say  with  perfect  certainty, 
and  what  alone  concerns  us  in  our  own  affair,  is,  First, 
that  Catharine  did  proceed  by  this  method,  of  crowning, 
fitting  out  and  otherwise  setting  up  Stanislaus  ;  did 
attempt  settlement  (and  at  one  time  thought  she  had 
settled)  the  Dissident  Question  and  some  curable  Anar- 
chies,— ^but  stirred  up  such  legions  of  incurable,  waxing 
on  her  hands,  day  after  day,  year  after  year,  as  were 
abundantly  provoking  and  astonishing ; — and  that  within 
the  next  eight  years  she  had  arrived,  with  Poland  and 
her  cargo  of  anarchies,  at  results  which  struck  the  whole 
world  dumb.  Dumb  with  astonishment,  for  some  time ; 
and  then  into  tempests  of  vociferation  more  or  less  deli- 
rious, which  have  never  yet  quite  ended,  though  sinking 
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gradually  to  lower  and  lower  stages  of  human  vocality. 
Fact  Jirst  is  abundantly  manifest.  Nor  is  fact  second 
any  longer  doubtful,  That  Bang  Friedrich,  in  regard  to 
all  this,  tin  a  real  crisis  elsewhere  had  risen,  took  little 
or  no  visible  interest  whatever ;  had  one  unvarying 
course  of  conduct,  that  of  punctually  following  Czarish 
Majesty  in  every  respect;  instructing  his  Minister  at 
Warsaw  always  to  second  and  reinforce  the  Russian 
one,  as  his  one  rule  of  policy  in  that  Country, — whose 
distracted  procedures,  imbecilities  and  anarchies,  are, 
beyond  this  point  of  keeping  well  with  a  grandiose 
Czarina  concerned  in  it,  of  no  apparent  practical  in- 
terest to  Prussia  or  its  King, 

Friedrich,  for  a  long  time,  passed  with  the  PubKc 
for  contriver  of  the  Catastrophe  of  Poland, — "  felonious 
mortal,"  "  monster  of  maleficence,"  and  what  not,  in  con- 
sequence. Rulhi^re,  whose  notion  of  him  is  none  of  the 
friendliest  nor  correctest,  acquits  him  of  this  atrocity; 
declares  him,  till  the  very  end,  mainly  or  altogether 
passive  in  it  Which  I  think  is  a  little  more  than  the 
truth, — and  only  a  little,  as  perhaps  may  appear  by  and 
by.  Beyond  dispute,  these  PoliA  events  did  at  last 
grow  interesting  enough  to  Prussia  and  its  King; — and 
it  will  be  our  task,  sufficient  in  this  place,  to  extricate 
and  riddle  out  what  few  of  these  had  any  cardinal  or 
notable  quality,  and  put  them  down  (dated,  if  possible, 
and  in  intelligible  form),  as  pertinent  to  throwing  light 
on  this  distressing  matter,  with  careful  exclusion  of  the 
immense  mass  which  can  throw  only  darkness* 

Ex- Lover  Poniatowshi  becmnes  King  of  Poland  (7th  Sept. 
1764),  and  is  crowned  withovi  Loss  of  Ms  Hair. 

WarsanTy  7th  September  1764.  Stanislans  Poniatowski,  by 
what  management  of  an  Imperial  Catharine  upon  an  anarchic 
Nation  readers  shall  imagine  ad  UbUwnj  was  elected,  what  they 
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call  elected,  I^ng  of  Poland.  Of  course  there  had  been  preli- 
minary Diets  of  Convocation,  much  dieting,  demonstrating,  and 
electing  of  imaginary  members  of  Diet, — only  "ten  persons 
massacred"  in  the  bosiness.  There  was  a  Saxon  Party ;  but  no 
counter-candidate  of  that  or  any  other  nation.  King  Friedrich, 
solicited  by  a  charming  Electress-Dowager,  decides  to  remain 
accurately  passive.  Polish  emissaries  came  entreating  him.  A 
certain  Mockranowski,  who  had  been  a  soldier  under  him  (never 
of  much  mark  in  that  capacity,  though  now  a  flamingly  con- 
spicuous "  General"  and  Politician,  in  the  new  scene  he  has  got 
into),  came  passionately  entreating  (Potsdam,  Smnmer  of  1764, 
is  all  the  date),  "  JDonnez-nous  le  Prince  Henrij  Give  us  Prince 
Henri  for  a  King  T  the  sound  of  which  almost  made  Friedrich 
turn  pale :  "Have  you  spoken  or  hinted  of  this  to  the  Prince?" 
"  No,  your  Majesty."  **  Home  then,  instantly ;  and  not  a  whisper 
of  it  again  to  any  mortal  T^  which,  they  say,  greatly  irritated 
Prince  Henri,  and  left  a  permanent  sore-place  in  his  mind,  when 
he  came  to  hear  of  it  long  after. 

^  A  question  rises  here,'  says  one  of  my  Notes,  which  perhaps 
I  had  better  have  burnt :  ^  At  or  about  what  dates  did  this  glo- 

*  nous  Poniatowski  become  Lover  of  the  Grand-Duchess,  and 

*  then  become  Ex-Lover!  Nobody  will  say;  or  perhaps  can?^ 
^  Would  have  been  a  small  satisfaction  to  us,  and  it  is  denied ! 
^'  Sitter  Williams"  (that  is,  Hanbury)  must  have  produced  him 

*  at  Petersburg  some  time  in  1756;  "  11th  January  1757,"  find- 
^  ing  it  would  suit,  Poniatowski  appeared  there  on  his  own 

*  footing  as  **  Ambassador  from  Warsaw," — (easy  to  get  that 
kind  of  credential  from  a  devoted  Warsaw,  if  you  are  succeed- 
ing at  the  Court  of  Petersburg;  *  Warsaw  watchfully  makes 
^  that  the  rule  of  distributing  its  honours ;  and,  from  freezing- 
^  point  upwards,  is  the  most  delicate  thermometer,'  says  Her- 
mann somewhere).    And  this  is  our  one  date,  ^Poniatowski  in 

*  business.  Spring  1757;*  of  'Poniatowski  fallen  bankrupt,'  date 
is  totally  wanting. 

' Poniatowski's  age  is  32  gone; — how  long  out  of  Russia, 
^  readers  have  to  guess.    Made  his  first  public  appearance  on  the 

»•  BulhiSpe,  ii.  268 ;  Hermann,  vL  355-364. 

«•  PteoBS  (iv.  12)  seems  to  try,  but  does  not  succeed. 
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^  streets  of  Warsaw,  in  the  late  Election  time,  as  a  Captain  of 

*  Patriot  Volunteers, — "  Independence  of  Poland  1  Shall  Poland 
^  be  dictated  to  f  cried  Stanislaus  and  an  indignant  Public  at 
^  one  stage  of  the  affair.  His  Uncles  Czartoryski  were  piloting 
^  him  in ;  and  in  that  mad  element,  the  cries,  and  shif  tings  of 

*  tack,  had  to  be  many.*®  He  is  Nephew,  by  his  mother,  of  these 

*  Czartoryskis ;  but  is(  not  by  the  father  of  very  high  family. 
"  Ought  he  to  be  King  of  Poland?"  argued  some  Polish  Emis- 
^  sary  at  Petersburg :  "  His  Grandfather  was  Land-steward  to 
^  the  Sapiehas."     ^^  And  if  he  himself  had  been  it  T  said  the 

*  Empress,  inflexible,  though  with  a  blush. — li  seems  the  family 
^  was  really  good,  though  fallen  poor ;  and,  since  that  Land- 
^  steward  phasis,  had  bloomed  well  out  again.  His  Father  was 
^  conspicuous  as  a  busy,  shifting  kind  of  man,  in  the  Charles-* 
^  Twelfth  and  other  troubles ;  had  died  two  years  ago,  as  *^  Cas- 
^  tellan  of  Cracow ;"  always  a  dear  friend  of  Stanislaus  Leczinski^ 

*  who  gets  his  death  two  years  hence'  (in  1766,  as  we  have  seen). 

^  King  Stanislaus  had  Ave  Brothers :  two  of  them  dead  long 
^  before  this  time ;  a  third,  still  alive,  was  Bishop  of  Something^ 
^  Abbot  of  Something;  ate  his  revenues  in  peace,  and  demands 
^  silence  from  us.     The  other  two,  Casimir  and  Andreas,  are 

*  better  worth  naming, — especially  the  Son  of  one  of  them  is. 

*  Casimir,  the  eldest,  is  "  Grand  Crown-Chamberlain'*  in  the 

*  days  now  coming,  is  also  ^*  Starost  of  Zips"  (a  Country  you 
may  note  the  name  of!) — "and  has  a  Son,"  who  is  not  the 
^  remarkable  one.  Andreas,  the  second  Brother  (died^  1773), 
^  was  in  the  Austrian  Service,  "  Ordnance-Master,"  and  a  man 
^  of  parts  and  weight ; — ^who  has  been  here  at  Warsaw,  ardently 
^  helping,  in  the  late  Election  time.     He  too  had  a  Son  (at  this 

*  time  a  child  in  arms), — ^who  is  really  the  remarkable  "  Nephew 
'  of  King  Stanislaus,"  and  still  deserves  a  word  from  us. 

^  This  Nephew,  bred  as  an  Austrian  soldier,  like  his  Father, 

*  is  the  Joseph  Poniatowakiy  who  was  very  famous  in  the  News- 

*  papers  fifty  years  ago.    By  all  appearance,  a  man  of  some  real 

*  patriotism,  energy  and  worth.   He  had  tried  to  believe  (though, 

*  I  think,  never  rightly  able)  what  his  omnipotent  Napoleon  had 

»  In  Hermann,  v.  362-380  (still  more  in  Rulhiere,  ii  119-289),  weari- 
some account  of  every  particnlar. 

VOL.  VI.  EB 
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25th  Nov.  1764. 
'  promised  him.  That  extinct  Poland  should  be  resuscitated;  and 
'  he  fought  and  strove  very  fiercely,  his  Poles  and  he,  in  that  faith 
^  or  half-faith.     And  perished,  fiercely  fighting  for  Napoleon, 

*  fiercely  covering  Napoleon's  retreat  when  his  game  was  lost : 

*  horse  and  man  plunged  into  the  Elster  River  (Leipzig  Country, 

*  October  19th,  1813,  evening  of  the  « Battle  of  the  Nations'* 

*  there),  and  sank  forever ; — and  the  last  gleam  of  Poland  along 

*  with  him.*^  Not  even  a  momentaiy  gleam  of  hope  for  her,  in 
'  the  sane  or  half-sane  kind,  since  that, — though  she  now  and 

*  then  still  tries  it  in  the  insane :  the  more  to  my  regret,  for  her 

*  and  others ! 

^  Besides  these  three  Brothers,  King  Stanislaus  had  two  Sis- 

*  ters  still  living :  one  of  them  Wife  of  a  very  high  Zamoiski ; 

*  the  other  of  a  ditto  Branicki  (pronounce  Braniteld) — ^him  whom 

*  our  German  Books  call  Kron-Groaafeldherrj  *^  Grand  Crown- 
'  General,"  if  the  Crown  have  any  soldiers  at  all ;  the  sublime, 
^  debauched  old  Branicki,  of  whom  Rulhi&re  is  continually  talk-* 
<  ing,  and  never  reports  anything  but  futilities  in  a  futile  manner. 

*  So  much  is  futile,  and  not  worth  reporting,  in  this  Polish  ele- 
^  ment ! — ^King  Stanislaus  himself  was  bom,  17th  January  1732 ; 

*  played  King  of  shreds  and  patches  tiH  1790, — or  even  farther 
^  (not  till  1795  did  Catharine  pluck  the  paper  tabard  quite  o£P 

*  him) ;  he  died  in  Petersburg,  February  11th  or  12th,  1798.' 
After  such  a  life  1 — 

Stanislaus  was  crowned,  25th  November  1764.  He  needs,  as 
preliminary,  to  be  anointed,  on  the  bare  scalp  of  him,  with  holy 
oil  before  crowning;  ought  to  have  his  head  close-shaved  with 
that  view*  Stanislaus,  having  an  unconunonly  fine  head  of  hair, 
shuddered  at  the  barbarous  idea ;  absolutely  would  not :  where- 
upon delay,  consultation ;  and  at  length  some  artificial  scalp,  or 
second  skull,  of  pasteboard  or  dyed  leather,  was  contrived  for  the 
poor  man,  which  comfortably  took  the  oiling  in  a  vicarious  way, 
"with  the  ambrosial  locks  well  packed  out  of  sight  under  it,  and 
capable  of  fiowing  out  again  next  day,  as  if  nothing  had  hap^ 
pened.**  Not  a  sublime  specimen  of  Ornamental  Human  Nature, 

«  Biographic  Univeraelle  (§  Poniatowski,  Joseph),  xxxv.  349-359. 
■  EulhiSre. 
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this  poor  Stanislaiis  I   Ornamental  wholly :  the  body  of  him,  and 

the  mind  of  him^  got  np  for  representation ;  and  terribly  plucked 

to  pieces  on  the  stage  of  the  world.    You  may  try  to  drop  a  tear 

over  him^  but  will  find  mostly  that  you  cannot. 

For  several  Years  the  Dissident  Question  cannot  be  got 
*   settled;  Confederation  of  Radom  (23d  June  1767 — 
6th  March  1768)  pushes  it  into  Settlement 

For  several  years  after  this  feat  of  the  false  scalp,  through 
long  volumes,  wearisome  even  in  RuUiihrey  there  turns  up  nothing 
which  can  now  be  called  memorable.  The  settling  of  the  Dissi- 
dent Question  proves  extremely  tedious  to  an  impatient  Czarina ; 
as  to  curing  of  the  other  curable  Anarchies,  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  but  a  knitting  up  by  A,  with  a  ravelling  out  again  by 
B,  and  no  progress  discernible  whatever.  Impatient  Czarina 
ardently  pushes  on  some  Dissident  settlement, — seconded  by 
Ejng  Friedrich  and  the  chief  Protestant  Courts,  London  in- 
cluded, and  by  the  European  leading  spirits  everywhere, — 
through  endless  difficulties:  finds  native  Orthodoxy  an  unex- 
pectedly stiff  matter;  Bishops  generally  having  a  fanaticism 
which  is  wonderful  to  think  of,  and  which  keeps  mounting 
higher  and  higher.  Till  at  length  there  will  Images  of  the 
Yirgin  take  to  weeping, — as  they  generally  do  in  such  cases, 
when  in  the  vicinity  of  brewhouses  and  conveniences  ;^ — a  Car- 
meUte  Monk  go  about  the  country  working  miracles ;  and,  in 
short,  an  extremely  ugly  phasis  of  religious  human  nature  dis- 
close itself  to  the  afflicted  reader.  Eong  Friedrich  thinks,  had  it 
not  been  for  this  Dissident  Question,  things  would  have  taken 
their  old  Saxon  complexion,  and  Poland  might  have  rotted  on  as 
heretofore,  perhaps  a  good  while  longer. 

As  to  the  knitting  up  and  ravelling  out  again,  which  is 
called  curing  of  the  other  anarchies,  no  reader  can  or  need  say 
any  thing :  it  seems  to  be  a  most  painful  knitting  uj),  by  the 
Czartoryskis  chiefly,  then  an  instant  ravelling  out  by  malign 

»  Nioolai,  in  bis  Travels  over  Germasny^  doggedly  midertook  to  over- 
haul one  of  those  weeping  Yirgins  (somewhere  in  Austria,  I  think)  ;  and 
found  her,  he  says,  to  depend  on  subterranean  percolation  of  steam  from 
a  Brewery  not  far  off. 
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Opposition  parties  of  various  indistinct  complexion ;  the  knit- 
tings the  ravelling,  and  the  malign  Opposition  parties,  aUke  in- 
distinct and  without  interest  to  mankind.  A  certain  drunken, 
rather  brutal  Phantasm  of  a  Prince  Badzivil,  who  hates  the 
Czartoryskis,  and  is  dreadfully  given  to  drink,  to  wasteful  am- 
bitions and  debaucheries,  figures  much  in  these  businesses;  is 
got  banished  and  confiscated^  bj  some  Confederation  formed; 
then,  by  new  Confederations,  is  recalled  and  reinstated, — worse 
if  possible  than  ever.  The  thing  is  reality;  but  it  reads  like  a 
Phantasmagory  produced  by  Lapland  Witches,  under  presidency 
of  Diabolus  (very  certainly  the  Devil  presiding,  as  you  see  at  all 
turns), — and  is  not  worth  understanding,  were  it  even  easy. 

Much  semi-intelligible,  wholly  forgetable  stuff  about  King 
Stanislaus  and  his  difficulties,  and  his  duplicities  and  treacherous 
imbecilities,^  now  of  interest  to  no  mortal.  Stanislaus  is  at  one 
time  out  with  the  uncles  Czartoryski,  at  another  in  with  these 
worthy  gentlemen  :  a  man  not  likely  to  cure  Anarchies,  unless 
wishing  would  do  it.  On  the  Dissident  Question  itself  he  needs 
spurring :  a  King  of  liberal  ideas,  yes ;  but  with  such  flames  of 
fanaticism  under  the  nose  of  him.  In  regard  to  the  Dissident 
and  all  other  curative  processes  he  is  languid,  evasive,  for  mo- 
ments recalcitrant  to  Bussian  suggestions ;  a  lost  imbecile, — ^for^ 
get  him,  with  or  without  a  tear.  He  has  still  a  good  deal  of 
so-called  gallantry  on  his  hands ;  flies  to  his  harem  when  outside 
things  go  contradictory.'^  Think  of  malign  Journalists  printing 
this  bit  of  Letter  at  one  time,  to  do  him  ill  in  a  certain  quarter  f 
"  Oh,  come  to  me,  my  Princess  I  Dearer  than  all  Empresses : — 
^^  imperial  charms,  what  were  they  to  thine  for  a  heart  that 
*^  has — ^*  with  more  of  the  like  stuff,  for  a  Czarina's  behoof. 

Winter  of  1766,  Imperial  Majesty,  whether  after  or  before 
that  miraculous  Carmelite  Monlc^  I  do  not  remember,  became 
impatient  of  these  tedious  languors  and  tortuosities  about  the 
Dissident  Question,  and  gave  express  order,  "Settle  it  straight- 
way 1"  To  which  end.  Confederations  and  the  other  machinery 
were  set  agoing:  Confederations  among  the  Protestants  and  Dis- 
sidents themselves,  about  Thorn  and  such  places  (got  up  by  Rus- 
sian engineering),  and  much  more  extensively  in  the  Lithuanian 

-  Hennann,  v.  400,  &c. ;  BxiMk^  jpamm.       «  Hermann,  v.  402,  &c 
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parts ;  Confederations  of  great  extent,  imperative^  minatory;  os- 
tensibly for  reinstating  these  poor  people  in  their  rights  (which, 
by  old  Polish  Law,  they  quite  expressly  were,  if  that  were  any 
matter),  but  in  reality  for  bringing  back  drunken  Kadzivil,  who 
has  covenanted  to  carry  that  measure.    And  so, 

June  2Sdy  1767,  These  multiplex  Polish-Lithuanian  Confede^ 
r&tions,  twenty-four  of  them  in  all,  with  their  sublime  marshals 
and  officials,  and  above  80,000  noblemen  in  them,  meet  by  depu- 
ties at  Eadom,  a  convenient  little  Town  within  wind  of  Warsaw 
(lies  60  miles  to  south  of  Warsaw) ;  and  there  coalesce  into 
one  general  "  Confederation  of  Radom,"^  with  drunken  Radzivil 
atop,  who,  glad  to  be  reinstated  in  his  ample  Domains  and  Wine- 
cellars,  and  willing  at  any  rate  to  spite  the  Czartoryskis  and 
others,  has  pledged  himself  to  carry  that  great  measure  in  Diet, 
and  quash  any  JVw^o-2iraia«w  and  difficulties  there  may  be.  This 
is  the  once  world-famous,  now  dimly  discoverable.  Confederation 
o/JRadom^YfYnchy — ^by  preparatory  declaring,  under  its  hand  and 
seal.  That  the  Law  of  the  Land  must  again  become  vaUd,  and 
^  Free  Polacks  of  Dissident  opinions  concerning  Religion  (No8 
^  cUssidentes  de  religione),  as  the  old  Law  phrases  it,  shall  have 
equal  rights  of  citizenship, — ^was  beautifully  instrumental  in 
achieving  that  bit  of  Human  Progress,  and  pushing  it  through 
the  Diet,  and  its  difficulties  shortly  ensuing. 

Not  that  the  Diet  did  not  need  other  vigorous  treatment  as 
well,  the  flame  of  fanaticism  being  frightfully  ardent ;  many  of 
the  poor  Bishops  having  run  nearly  frantic  at  this  open  spoliation 
of  Mother  Church,  and  snatching  of  the  sword  from  Peter.  So 
that  Lnperial  Majesty  had  to  decide  on  picking  out  a  dozen,  or 
baker^s  dozen,  of  the  hottest  Bishops ;  and  carrying  them  quietly 
into  Russia  under  lock  and  key,  till  the  thing  were  done.  Done 
it  was,  surely  to  the  infinite  relief  of  mankind ; — ^I  cannot  say 
precisely  on  what  day:  October  13th-14th  (locking  up  of  the 
dozen  Bishops),  was  one  vital  epoch  of  it;  November  19th,  1767 
(report  of  Committee  on  it,  under  Radzivil's  and  Russia's  co* 
ercion),  was  another :  first  and  last  it  took  about  five  months 
baking  in  Diet.  Diet  met,  Oct.  4th,  1767,  Radzivil  controlling 
as  Grand-Marshal,  and  Russia  as  minatory  Phantom  controlling 
**  Henmixm,  v.  420. 
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Badzivil ;  Diet,  after  adjournments,  after  one  long  adjournment^ 
disappeared,  5th  March  1768 ;  and  of  work  mentionable  it  had 
done  this  of  the  Dissidents  only.  That  of  contributing  to  ^  the 
^  sovereign  contempt  with  which  King  Stanislaus  is  regarded  bj 
'  all  ranks  of  men,'  is  hardly  to  be  called  peculiar  work  or  pecu<* 
liarly  mentionable. 

At  this  point,  to  relieve  the  readei^s  mind^  and^  at  any  rate, 
as  the  date  is  fully  come,  we  will  introduce  a  small  Newspaper 
Article  from  a  very  high  hand,  little  guessed  till  long  afterwards 
as  the  writer, — ^namely,  from  King  Friedrich's  own.  It  does  not 
touch  on  the  Dissident  Question,  or  the  Polish  troubles;  but 
does,  in  a  back-handed  way,  on  Prussian  Kumours  rising  about 
them;  and  may  obUquely  show  more  of  the  Eingi's  feeling  on 
that  subject  than  we  quite  suppose.  It  seems  the  King  had 
heard  that  the  Berlin  people  were  talking  and  rumouring  of  "  a 
War  being  just  at  hand;"  whereupon — 'March  bfJij  1767,  m 
the  Vossiache  Zeitung  (Voss's  Chronicle),  No.  28,*  an  inquisitive 
Berlin  public  read,  as  follows : 

*  We  are  advised  from  Potsdam,  that,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 

*  ruaiy,  towards  evening,  the  sky  began  to  get  overcast;  black 
^  douds,  presaging  a  tempest  of  unexampled  fuiy,  covered  all 
^  the  horizon :  the  thunder,  with  its  lightnings,  forked  bolts  of 
'  amazing  brilliancy,  burst  out ;  and,  under  its  redoubled  peals, 
^  there  descended  such  a  torrent  of  hail  as  within  man's  memory 

*  had  not  been  seen.  Of  two  bullocks  yoked  in  their  plough,  with 
^  which  a  peasant  was  hastening  home,  one  was  struck  on  the 

*  head  by  a  piece  of  it,  and  killed  outright.  Many  of  the  common 
^  people  were  wounded  in  the  streets ;  a  brewer  had  his  arm 
^  broken.     Boof  s  are  destroyed  by  the  weight  of  this  hail ;  all 

*  the  windows  that  looked  windward  while  it  fell  were  broken* 
^  In  the  streets,  hailstones  were  found  of  the  size  of  pumpkins 

*  (citrouilles)^  which  had  not  quite  melted,  two  hours  after  the 
^  storm  ceased.    This  singular  phenomenon  has  made  a  very 

*  great  impression.  Scientific  people  say,  the  air  had  not  buoy- 
^  ancy  enough  to  support  these  solid  masses  when  congealed  to 
'  ice ;  that  the  small  hailstones  in  these  clouds  getting  so  lashed 
^  about  in  the  impetuosity  of  the  winds,  had  united  the  more  the 
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'  further  they  fell,  and  had  not  acquired  that  enormous  magni- 
*  tude  till  comparatively  near  the  earth.  Whatever  way  it  may 
'  have  happened,  it  is  certain  that  occurrences  of  that  kind  are 
^  rare,  and  almost  without  example.'^ 

Another  singularity  is,  ^Professor  Johann  Daniel  Titius  of 
Wittenberg,'  who  teaches  Natural  Philosophy  in  that  famous 
University,  one  may  judge  with  what  effect,  wrote  a  Monograph 
on  this  unusual  Phenomenon  I*^ 

Confederation  of  Bar  ensues^  on  the  per-contra  Side  (March 
28th,  1768);  and^  a^  first  Result  of  its  Achievements 
(October  6th,  1768),  a  Turk-Bussian  War. 

The  Confederation  of  Eadom,  and  its  victorious  Diet,  had 
hardly  begun  their  Song  of  Triumph,  when  there  ensued  on  the 
per-contra  side  a  flaming  Confederation  of  Bar ; — ^which,  by  suc- 
cessive stages,  does  at  last  burn  out  the  Anarchies  of  Poland,  and 
reduce  them  to  ashes.  Confederation  of  Bar;  and  then,  as  pro- 
geny of  that,  for  and  against,  such  a  brood  of  Confederations, 
orthodox,  heterodox,  big,  little,  short-lived,  long-lived,  of  all 
c^omplexions,  and  degrees  of  noisy  fuiy,  potent,  at  any  rate,  each 
of  them  for  murder  and  arson,  within  a  certain  radius,  as  the 
£arth  never  saw  before.  Now  was  the  time  of  those  inextric- 
able marchings  (as  inroads  and  outroads)  through  the  Lithuanian 
Bogs,  of  those  death-defiant,  unparalleled  exploits,  skirmishings, 
scaladings,  riding  by  the  edge  of  precipices,  of  Pulawski,  Potocki, 
and  others, — ^in  which  Kulhiere  loses  himself  and  turns  on  his 
axis,  amid  impatient  readers. 

For  the  Kussian  troops  (summoned  by  a  trembling  Stanis- 
laus and  his  Senate,  in  terms  of  Treaty  1764),  and  in  more 
languid  manner,  the  Stanislaus  soldiery,  as  per  law  of  the  case, 
proceeded  to  strike  in, — ^generally,  my  impression  was,  with  an 
eye  to  maintain  the  Kin^s  Peace  and  keep  down  murder  and 
arson : — ^and  sure  enough,  the  small  bodies  of  drilled  Russians 
blew  an  infuriated  orthodox  Polack  chivalry  to  right  and  left  . 
at  a  short  notice ;  but  as  to  the  Constable's  Peace  or  King's, 

"  Vo»si9che  Zeitung,  ubi  saprd ;  (Euvres  de  FredSric,  xv.  204. 
^  Bodenbeck  (ii  285)  gives  the  Title  of  it,  *  Gnrnderations  on  (lie  PoU- 
dam  Hail  of  Last  Year  (Wittenbmg,  1768).' 
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made  no  improvement  upon  that,  far  the  reverse.  It  is  certain 
the  Confederate  chivalry  were  driven  abont,  at  a  terrible  rate, — 
over  the  Turk  frontier  for  shelter ;  began  to  appeal  to  the  Orand 
Turk,  in  desperate  terms:  "Brother  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  saw 
you  ever  such  a  chance  for  finishing  Eussiat  Polack  chivaby 
is  Orthodox,  but  also  it  is  Anti-Kussian  T  The  Turk  beginning 
to  give  ear  to  it,  made  the  matter  pressing  and  serious.  Here^ 
more  specifically,  are  some  features  and  successive  phases, — unless 
the  reader  prefer  to  skip. 

Bar,  March  1768.  The  Confederation  of  Radom,  as  efficient 
preliminary,  and  chief  agent  in  that  Diet  of  emancipation  to  the 
Dissident  human  mind,  might  long  have  been  famous  over  Po- 
land and  the  world ;  but  there  instantly  followed  as  corollary  to 
it  a  Confederation  of  Bar ,  which  quite  dimmed  the  fame  of  Ra-^ 
dom,  and  indeed  of  all  Confederations  prior  or  posteriori  As 
the  Confederation  of  Bar  and  its  Doings,  or  rather  sufferings 
and  tragical  misdoings  and  undoings,  still  hang  like  fitful  spec- 
tralities,  or  historical  shadows,  of  a  vague  ghastly  complexion,  in 
the  human  memoiy,  one  asks  at  least :  Since  they  were  on  this 
Planet,  tell  us  where  ?  Bar  is  in  the  Waiwodship  Podol  (what 
we  call  Podolia),  some  400  miles  south-^ast  of  Warsaw ;  not  far 
from  the  Dniester  River : — ^not  very  far  from  that  mystery  of 
the  Dniester,  the  Zaporavian  Cossacks, — from  those  rapids 
or  cataracts  (quasi-cataracts  of  the  Dniester,  with  Islands  in 
them,  wjiere  those  Cossack  robbers  live  unassailable): — across 
the  Dniester  lies  Turkey,  and  its  famed  Fortress  of  Choczim. 
This  is  a  commodious  station  for  Polish  Gentlemen  intending 
mutiny  by  law. 

March  %ihy  1768,  Three  short  days  after  the  Diet  had  done  its 
fine  feat,  and  retired  to  privacy,  news  come  to  Warsaw,  That 
Podolia  and  the  Southern  parts  are  all  up,  confederating  with  the 
highest  animation ;  in  hot  rage  against  such  decision  of  a  Diet^ 
contrary  to  Holy  Religion  and  to  much  else ;  and  that  the  said 
decision  will  have  to  fight  for  itself,  noW  that  it  has  done  voting. 
This  interesting  news  is  true;  and  goes  on  intensifying  and 
enlarging  itself,  one  dreadful  Confederation  springing  up,  and 
then  another  and  ever  another,  day  after  day;  till  at  last  we 
hear  that  on  the  27th  of  the  month,  March  27tA,  1768,  at  Bar^ 
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a  little  Town  on  the  Sonthem  or  Turkish  Frontier,  all  these 

more  or  less  dreadful  Confederations  have  met  by  delegates,  and 

coalesced  into  one  *^  Confederation  of  Bar," — ^which  did  surely 

prove  dreadful  enough,  to  itself  especially,  in  the  months  now 

ensuing! 

No  history  of  Bar  Confederation  shall  we  dream  of;  far  be 
such  an  attempt  from  us.  It  consists  of  many  Confederations, 
and  out  of  each,  pro  and  contra^  spring  many.  Like  the  Lemean 
Hydra,  or  even  Hydras  in  a  plural  condition.  A  many-headed 
dog:  and  how  many  whelps  it  had, — ^I  cannot  give  even  the 
cipher  of  them,  or  I  would  1  One  whelp  Confederation,  that  of 
Cracow,  is  distinguished  by  having  frequently  or  generally  been 
^  drunk ;"  and  of  course  its  procedures  had  often  a  vinous  cha^ 
racter.^  I  fancy  to  have  read  somewhere  that  the  number  of 
them  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  rumour  and  the 
furious  barking  of  Bar  and  its  whelps  goes  into  all  lands :  such 
rabid  loud  baying  at  mankind  and  the  moon ;  and  then,  under 
Russia's  treatment,  such  shrill  yelping  and  shrieking,  was  not 
heard  in  the  world  before,  thou^  perhaps  it  has  since. 

Poor  jBar'fi  exploits  in  the  fighting  way  were  highly  incon- 
siderable ;  all  on  the  same  scale ;  and  spread  over  such  a  surface 
of  country,  mostly  unknown,  as  renders  it  impossible  to  give 
them  head-room,  were  you  never  so  unfurnished.  They  can  be 
read  in  eloquent  Bulhiere ;  but  by  no  mortal  held  in  memory. 
Anarchy  is  not  a  thing  to  be  written  of:  a  Lemean  Hydra^ 
several  Lemean  Hydras,  in  chaotic  genesis,  gettiag  their  heads 
lopped  off,  and  at  the  same  time  sprouting  new  ones  in  such 
ratio,  where  is  the  Zoologist  that  will  give  account  of  itt  There 
was  not  anything  considerable  of  fighting;  but  of  bullying, 
plundering^  murdering  and  being  murdered,  a  frightful  amount* 
There  are  seizures  of  castles,  convents,  defensible  houses ;  marches 
at  a  rate  like  that  of  antelopes,  through  the  Lithuanian  parts, 
boggy,  hungry,  boundless,  opening  to  the  fancy  the  Infinitude  of 
Peat,  in  the  solid  and  the  fluid  state.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  finest 
species  of  feats,  though  they  never  lead  to  anything.  There  are 
heroes  famed  for  these  marches. 

**  In  Hermann  (v.  431-448) ;  and  especially  in  Eulkiere  (ii  livre  8  ei 
seq.),  details  in  snperabandance. 
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The  Pulawskisy  for  example, — ^f our  of  them.  Lawyer  people, 
-^Hshowed  much  activiiy,  and  a  talent  for  impromptu  soldiering^ 
in  that  kind.  The  Magnates  of  the  Confederation,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  learn,  had  all  quitted  it,  the  instant  it  came  to  strokes : 
^  You  Lawyer  people,  with  your  priests  and  orthodox  peasantries, 
you  do  the  fighting  part;  ours  is  the  consulting T  And  except 
Fotocki  (and  he  worse  than  none),  there  is  presently  not  a  Ma^ 
nate  of  them  left  in  Poland, — ^the  rest  all  gone  across  the  Aus* 
trian  Border,  to  Teschen,  to  Bilitz,  a  handy  little  town  and 
domain  in  that  Duchy  of  Teschen ; — and  sit  there  as  ^^  Committee 
of  Government  :*'  much  at  their  ease  in  comparison,  could  th^ 
but  agree  among  themselves,  which  they  cannot.  Bilitz  is  one  of 
the  many  domains  of  Magnate  Sulkowski : — do  readers  recollect 
the  Sulkowski  who  at  one  time  ^^  declared  War^  on  King  Fried- 
rich ;  and  was  picked  up,  both  War  and  he,  so  compendiously 
by  General  Goltz,  and  locked  in  Glogau  to  cool?  This  is  the 
same  Sulkowski ;  much  concerned  now  in  these  matters ;  a  rich 
Magnate,  glad  to  see  his  friends  about  him  as  Governing  Com- 
mittee ;  but  gets,  and  gives,  a  great  deal  of  vexation  in  it,  the 
element  proving  again  too  hot ! — 

I  said  there  were  four  famed  Pulawskis;'*  a  father,  once 
Advocate  in  Warsaw,  with  three  sons  and  a  nephew;  who^ 
though  extremely  active  people,  could  do  no  good  whatever. 
The  father  Pulawski  had  the  fine  idea  of  introducing  the  British 
Constitution ;  clothing  Poland  wholly  in  British  tailorage,  and 
so  making  it  a  new  Poland:  but  he  never  could  get  it  done. 
This  poor  gentleman  died  in  Turkish  prison,  flung  into  jail  at 
Constantinople,  on-  calumnious  accusation  and  contrivance  by  a 
rival  countryman;  his  sons  and  nephew,  poor  fellows,  all  had 
their  fame,  more  or  less,  in  the  Cause  of  Freedom  so-called; 
but  no  other  profit  in  this  world,  that  I  could  hear  of.  Car 
simir,  the  eldest  son,  went  to  America;  died  there,  still  in  the 
Cause  of  Freedom  so-called ;  Fort  Pulawski,  in  the  Harbour 
of  Charleston  (which  is  at  present,  on  very  singular  tenns,  re* 
engagea  in  the  same  so-called  Cause  I),  was  named  in  memory 
of  this  Casimir.  He  had  defended  Czenstochow  (if  anybody 
knew  what  Czenstochow  was,  or  could  find  it  in  the  Polish  map) ; 

**  Hermann,  V.  465. 
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and  it  was  also  he  that  contriyed  that  wonderful  plan  of  sud^ 
denlj  snapping  up  King  Stanislaus  from  the  streets  of  Warsaw 
one  night,*^  and  of  locking  him  away  (b  j  no  means  killing  him)^ 
as  the  source  of  all  our  woes.  Oh  myPulawskis,  men  not  with-* 
out  manhood,  what  a  bedlam  of  a  Time  have  you  and  I  fallen 
into,  and  what  Causes  of  Freedom  it  has  got  in  hand  I 

Bar,  a  poor  place,  with  no  defences  but  a  dry  ditch  and  some 
miserable  earthworks,  the  Confederates  had  not  the  least  chance 
to  maintain ;  Kaminiec,  the  only  fortress  of  the  Province,  they 
never  even  got  into,  finding  some  fraction  of  royal  soldiery  who 
stood  for  King  Stanislaus  there,  and  who  fired  on  the  Confeder- 
ates when  applied  to.  Bar  a  small  Bussian  division,  with  certain 
Stanislaus  soldieries  conjoined,  took  by  capitulation ;  and  (date 
not  given)  entered  in  a  victorious  manner.  The  War^Epic  of 
the  Confederates,  which  Bulhi^  sings  at  such  length,  is  blank 
of  meaning. 

Of  "  Cloister  Czenstochow,"  a  famed  feat  of  Pulawski's,  also 
without  result,  I  could  not  from  my  Bulhi^re  discover  (what  was 
altogether  an  illuminative  fact  to  me  I)  that  the  date  of  Czensto^ 
chow  was  not  till  1771.  A  feat  of  "  Cloister  Berdiczowi*  almost 
an  exact  f  ac-simile  by  the  same  Pulawski,  also  resultless,  I  did, 
under  Hermann's  guidance,  at  once  find; — ^and  hope  the  reader 
will  be  satisfied  to  accept  it  instead :  Cloister  Berdiczow,  which 
lies  in  the  Palatinate  of  Kiow ;  and  which  has  a  miraculous  Holy 
Virgin,  not  less  venerated  far  and  wide  in  those  eastern  parts, 
than  she  of  Cloister  Czenstochow  in  the  western :  this  Cloister 
Berdiczow  and  its  salutary  Virgin,  Pulawski  (the  Casimir,  now 
of  Charlestown  Harbour)  did  defend,  with  about  1,000  men,  in  a 
really  obstinate  way.  The  Monastery  itself  had  in  it  gifts  of  the 
faithful  accumulated  for  ages ;  and  all  the  richest  people  in  those 
Provinces,  Confederate  or  not,  had  lodged  their  preciosities  there, 
as  in  an  impregnable  and  sure  place,  in  those  times  of  trouble. 
Intensely  desirous,  accordingly,  the  Russians  were  to  take  it,  but 
had  no  cannon ;  desperately  resolute  Pulawski  and  his  1,000  to 
defend.  Pulawski  and  his  1,000  fired  intensely,  till  their  cannon- 
balls  were  quite  done ;  then  took  to  firing  with  iron-work,  and 
hard  miscellanies  of  every  sort,  especially  glad  when  they  could 
^  *  3d  November  1771.' 
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get  a  haul  of  glass  to  load  with ; — and  absolutely  would  not  yield 
till  famine  came;  though  the  tenns  offered  were  good^ — had  thqr 
been  kept.  So  that  Pukwski,  it  would  appear,  did  Two  Cloister 
Defences?  Two,  each  with  a  miraculous  Holy  Virgin;  an  east- 
em,  and  then  a  westerly.  This  of  Berdiczow,  not  dated  to  me 
farther,  is  for  certain  of  the  year  1768 ;  and  Pulawski,  owing  to 
famine,  did  yield  here.  In  1771,  at  miraculous  Cloister  Czen- 
stochow,  in  the  western  parts,  Pulawski  did  an  external  feat,  or 
consented  to  see  it  done, — ^that  of  trying  to  snuff  out  poor  King 
Stanislaus  on  the  streets  (3d  November,  10  P.M.,  "miraculously^ 
in  yain,  as  most  readers  know), — ^which  brought  its  obloquies  and 
troubles  on  the  Defender  of  Czenstochow.  Obloquies  and  troubles : 
but  as  to  surrendering  Czenstochow  on  call  of  obloquy,  or  of 
famine  itself,  Pulawski  would  not,  not  he  for  his  own  part ;  but 
solemnly  left  his  men  to  do  it,  and  walked  away  by  circuitous 
uncertain  paths,  which  end  in  Charlestown  Harbour,  as  we  have 
seen.  Defence  of  Czenstochow  in  1771  shall  not  concern  us 
farther.  Truly  these  two  small  defences  of  monasteries  by 
Pulawski  are  almost  all,  I  do  not  say  of  glorious,  but  even  of 
creditable  or  human,  that  reward  the  poor  wanderer  in  that 
Polish  Valley  of  Jehosaphat,  much  of  it  peat-country ;  where- 
fore I  have,  as  before,  marked  the  approximate  localities,  ap- 
proximate dates,  for  behoof  of  ingenuous  readers. 

The  Russians,  ever  since  1764,  from  the  beginnings  of  those 
Stanislaus  times,  are  pledged  to  maintain  peace  in  Poland;  and 
it  is  they  that  have  to  deal  with  this  affair, — they  especially,  or 
almost  wholly,  poor  Stanislaus  having  scarcely  any  power,  mili* 
tary  or  other,  and  perhaps  being  loth  withal.  There  was  more 
of  investigating  and  parleying,  bargaining  and  intriguing,  than 
of  fighting,  on  Stanislaus's  part.  '  June  11th,  1768,'  says  a  Saxon 
Note  from  Warsaw,  ^  Mokranowski,  Stanislaus's  G^end'  (the 
same  that  was  with  Friedrich),  ^has  been  sent  down  to  Bar  to 
'  look  into  those  Confederates.  Mokranowski  does  not  think 
'  there  are  above  8,000  of  them ;  about  3,000  have  got  their  death 
^  from  Russian  castigation.  The  8,000  might  be  treated  with, 
'  only  Russians  are  so  dreadfully  severe,  especially  so  intent  on 
'  wringing  money  from  them.   Confederates  have  been  complain* 
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^ing  to  the  Turk;  Turk  ambigaoos;  gives  them  no  definite 
Aground  of  hope,  **What,  then,  is  your  hope?"  I  inquired, 
^little  or  none,  except  in  Heaven,**  several  answered:  *Mt  is 

*  for  our  religion  and  our  liberty :"  religion  cut  to  pieces  by  this 
^  Dissident  Toleration-blasphemy ;  liberty  ditto  by  the  Bussian 
^  guarantee  of  peace  among  us :  ^^  what  can  we  do  but  trust  in 

*  Qod  and  our  own  despair  f '*  '*•  ^*  Prave  worts,  Ancient  Pistol,** 
— but  much  destitute  of  sense,  and  not  to  be  realised  in  present 
circumstances.    Here  is  something  much  more  critical : 

June — Jidy  1768*     ^The  peasants  in  the  Southern  regions, 

*  Palatinates  Podol,  Kiow,  Braclaw,  called  Ukraine  or  Border- 
^  Country  by  the  Poles,  are  mostly  of  Greek  and  other  schismatic 
^  creeds*  Their  Lords  are  of  an  orthodox  religion,  and  not  distin- 
^  guished  by  mild  treatment  of  such  Peasantry,  upon  whom  civil 
^  war  and  plimder  have  been  latterly  a  sore  visitation.  To  com- 
'  plete  the  matter,  the  Confederates  in  certain  quarters,  blown 
^  upon  by  fanatical  priests,  set  about  converting  these  poor  pea- 
^  sants,  or  forcing  them,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  swear 

*  that  they  adopt  the  "  Greek  united  rite,'*  which  I  suppose  to 
'  be  a  kind  of  halfway  house  towards  perfect  orthodoxy.  In  one 
^  Village,  which  was  getting  converted  in  this  manner,  the  mill- 
^  tary  party  seemed  to  be  small ;  the  Village  boiled  over  upon  it ; 
^  trampled  orthodoxy  and  military  both  under  foot,  in  a  violent 
^  and  sanguinary  manner ;  and  was  extremely  frightened  when  it 
^  had  done.  Extremely  frightened,  not  the  Village  only,  but  the 
^  schismatic  mind  generally  in  those  parts,  dreading  vengeance 
^  for  such  a  paroxj'^sm.  But  the  atrocious  Kussians  whispered 
^  them,  "  We  are  here  to  protect  you  in  your  religions  and  rights, 

*  in  your  poor  consciences  and  sldns.'*  Upon  which  hint  of  the 
^  atrocious  Russians,  the  schismatic  mind  and  population  one  and 

*  all  rose;  and,  "with  the  cannibaFs  ferocity,  gave  way  to  their 

*  appetite  for  plunder  p     *     * 

^  Nay,  the  Bussian  Government*  (certain  Bussian  Officials 
liard  pressed)  ^had  invited  the  Zaporavian  Cossacks  to  step  over 
^  from  their  Islands  in  the  Dniester,  and  assist  in  defending  their 

*  Beligion'  (true  Greek,  of  course) ;  ^  who  at  once  did  so ;  and  not 
^  only  extinguished  the  last  glimmer  of  Confederation  there,  but 

»  *  Eflsen^s  Report,  11th  June  1768'  (in  Hermam^  v.  441)« 
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^  oyerwhelmed  the  Country,  thousands  on  thousands  of  them, 
^  attended  by  revolted  peasants, — say  a  20,000  of  peasants  under 

<  conmuind  of  these  Zaporavians, — ^who  went  about  plundering 
^  and  burning.  That  they  plundered  the  Jew  pothouses  of  their 
^  brandy,  and  drank  it,  was  a  small  matter.  Very  furious  upon 
^  Jews,  upon  Noblemen,  Landlords,  upon  Catholic  Priests.  ^  Oil 
'  one  tree"  (tree  should  have  been  noted)  ^^was  found  hanged  a 
^  specimen  of  each  of  those  classes,  with  a  Dog  adjoined,  as  fit 
^  company."  In  one  little  Town,  Town  of  Humcai  (so-called  in 
that  foreign  dialect),  ^  getting  some  provocation  or  other,  they  set 
'  to  massacring ;  and  if  brandy  were  plentiful,  we  can  suppose 
'  they  made  short  work.    By  the  lowest  computation  the  number 

<  of  slain  Jews  and  Catholics  amounted  to  10,000  odd*^ — ^Rulhi^re 
«  says  <* 50,000,  by  some  accounts  200,000."'  This  I  guess  to 
have  been  at  its  height  about  the  end  of  June ;  this  leads  direct 
to  the  Catastrophe,  as  will  presently  be  seen. 

Foreign  States  don't  seem  to  pay  much  attention, — ^indeed, 
what  sane  person  would  like  to  interfere,  or  hope  to  do  it  with, 
profit!  France,  Austria,  both  wish  well  to  Poland,  at  least  ill 
to  Bussia ;  Choiseul  has  no  finance,  can  do  nothing  but  intrigue, 
and  stir  up  t]:t)uble  everywhere:  a  devout  Kaiserin  goes  with 
Holy  Church,  and  disapproves  of  these  Dissident  Tolerations :  it 
is  remarked  that  all  through  1768  the  Confederates  of  Bar  are 
permitted  to  retire  over  £he  Austrian  Frontier  into  Austrian 
Silesia,  and  find  themselves  there  in  safety.  Permitted  to  buy 
arms,  to  make  preparations,  issue  orders :  at  Sulkowskfs  Bilitz, 
in  the  Duchy  of  Teschen,  supreme  Managing  Committee  sits 
there ;  no  Kaunitz  or  Official  person  meddling  with  it.  About 
the  beginning  of  next  year  (1769),  it  is,  ostensibly,  a  little  dis* 
countenanced ;  and  obliged  to  go  to  Epeijes,  on  the  Hungarian 
Frontier*^  (as  a  more  decent,  or  less  conspicuous  place), — such 
trouble  now  rising ;  a  Turk  War  having  broken  out,  momentous 
not  to  the  Confederation  alone.  March  1769,  the  ever-intriguing 
Choiseul, — ^fancy  with  what  rapturous  effect, — ^had  sent  some 
kind  of  Agent  or  Visitor  to  Teschen ;  Yergennes  in  Turkey,  from 
the  beginning  of  these  things,  has  been  plying  night  and  day  his 

»  Hermann,  v.  444  ;  .BnUii^,  iii.  93. 

^.  See  B&sdiing :  for  Epezjes,  ii.  1427 ;  for  Bilitz,  viiL  885. 
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diplomatic  bellows  upon  every  live-coal  (^  I  who  myself  kindled 
this  Turk-War  T  brags  he  afterwards) ;— not  till  next  year  (1770) 
did  Choiseul  send  his  Dumouriez  to  the  Bilitz  neighbourhoods ; 
not  till  next  again,  when  Choiseul  was  himself  out,^^  did  his 
Yiomenfl  come:^'  neither  of  whom,  by  their  own  head  alone, 
without  fimds,  without  troops,  could  do  other  than  with  fine 
effort  make  bad  worse. 

It  is  needless  continuing  such  a  subject.  Here  is  one  glimpse 
two  years  later,  and  it  shall  be  our  last :  ^  Near  LubUny  2bik  Sep^ 
^  tember  1770.  It  is  frightful,  all  this  that  is  passing  in  these 
^  parts, — about  the  Town  of  Labun,  for  example.     The  dead 

*  bodies  remain  without  burial ;  they  are  devoured  by  the  dogs 

*  and  the  pigs.'  *  *  *  Everywhere  reigns  Pestilence ;  nor 
^  do  we  fear  contagion  so  much  as  famine.    Offer  100  ducats' 

*  for  a  fowl  or  for  a  bit  of  bread,  I  swear  you  won't  get  it. 
^  G^eral  von  Essen'  (Russian,  we  will  hope)  ^  has  had  to  escape 
^  from  Laticzew,  then  from'  some  other  place,  ^Pestilence  chas- 
<  ing  him  everywhere.' 

To  apply  to  the  Turks, — afflicted  Polish  Patriots  prostrating 
themselves  with  the  hope  of  despair,  ^^Save  us,  your  sublime 
Clemency ;  throw  a  ray  of  pity  on  us,  Brother  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon :  oh,  chastise  our  diabolic  oppressors  f — ^this  was  one  of 
the  first  resources  of  the  Bar  Confederates.  The  Turks  did  give 
ear ;  not  inattentive,  though  pretending  to  be  rather  deaf.  M.  de 
Yergennes,— of  whose  ^diplomatic  bellows'  we  just  heard  (in 
fact,  for  diligence  in  this  Turk  element,  in  this  young  time,  the 
like  of  him  was  seldom  seen ;  we  knew  him  long  afterwards  as  a 
diligent  old  gentleman,  in  French  Bevolution  days), — ^M.  ^e  Yer- 
gennes zealously  supports ;  zealous  to  let  loose  the  Turk  upon 
Anti-French  parties.  The  Turks  seem  to  wag  their  heads,  for 
some  time ;  and  their  responses  are  ambiguous.  For  some  time, 
not  for  long.  Here,  fast  enough,  comes,  in  disguised  shape,  the 
Catastrophe  itself,  ye  poor  plaintive  Poles  I 

«  Thrown  out,  *  2d  December  1770,'— by  Louis's  new  Pompadour. 

«  Hermann,  v.  469-471 ;  in  Rulhiere  (iv.  241-289),  account  of  Du- 
monriesB  and  his  fencings  and  spyings,  still  more  of  Yiom^nil,  who  had 
^  French  Yolnnteers,"  and  did  some  bits  of  real  fighting  on  the  small 
scale. 
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July — October  1768.  Those  Zaporavian  and  other  Cossacka, 
with  20,000  peasants  plondering  about  on  both  sides  of  the 
Dniester,  had  set  fire  to  the  little  Town  of  Balta,  which  is  on  the 
south  side,  and  belongs  to  the  Turks :  a  very  grave  accident,  think 
all  political  people,  think  especially  the  Foreign  Excellencies  at 
Warsaw,  when  news  of  it  arrives*  Btiming  of  Balta,  not  to  be 
quenched  by  the  amplest  Kussian  apologies,  proved  a  Uve-ooal 
at  Constantinople ;  and  Yergennes  says,  he  set  population  and 
Divan  on  fire  by  it:  a  proof  that  the  population  and  Divan  had 
already  been  in  a  very  inflammable  state.  Not  a  wise  Divan, 
though  a  zealous.  Plenty  of  fuiy  in  these  people;  but  a  sad 
deficiency  of  every  other  faculty.  They  made  haste,  in  their  hot 
humour,  to  declare  War  (6th  October  1768)  ;*'  not  considering 
much  how  they  would  cany  it  on.  Declared  themselves  in  late 
Autumn, — as  if  to  give  the  Russians  ample  time  for  preparing ; 
those  poor  Turks  themselves  being  as  yet  ready  with  nothing, 
and  even  the  season  for  field-operations  being  over. 

King  Friedrich,  v^ho  has  still  a  Minister  at  the  Porte, 
endeavoTired  to  dissuade  his  old  Turk  friends,  in  this 
rash  crisis;  but  to  no  purpose;  they  would  listen  to 
nothing  but  Vergennes  and  their  own  fury.  Friedrich 
finds  this  War  a  very  mad  one  on  the  part  of  his  old 
Turk  jfriends ;  their  promptitude  to  go  into  it  (he  has 
knovni  them  backward  enough  when  their  chances  were 
better!),  and  their  way  of  carrying  it  on,  are  alike  sur- 
prising to  him.  He  says:  *  Catharine's  Generals  were 
'  unacquainted  with  the  first  elements  of  Castrametation 
*  and  Tactic;  but  the  Generals  of  the  Sultan  had  a  still 
'  more  prodigious  depth  of  ignorance;  so  that  to  form 
'  a  correct  idea  of  this  War,  you  must  figure  a  set  of 
'  purblind  people,  who,  by  constantly  beating  a  set  of  al- 
'  together  blind,  end  by  gaining  over  them  a  complete 
'  mastery.'**  This,  as  Friedrich  knows,  is  what  Austria 
cannot  suffer;  this  is  what  will  involve  Austria  and 

«  Hennann,  v.  608-11.  «  (Euwet  de  FredSric^  vi  23,  24 
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Russia,  and  Friedrich  along  with  them,  in — Friedrich, 
as  the  matter  gradually  unfolds  itself,  shudders  to  think 
what.  The  beginnings  of  this  War  were  perhaps  almost 
comical  to  the  old  Soldier-King;  but  as  it  gradually 
developed  itself  into  complete  shattering  to  pieces  of 
the  stupid  Blind  by  the  ambitious  Purblind,  he  grew 
abundantly  serious  upon  it- 
It  is  but  six  months  since  Polish  Patriotism,  so  eflM- 
gent  to  its  own  eyes  in  Orthodoxy,  in  Love  of  glorious 
Liberty,  confederated  at  Bar,  and  got  into  that  extra- 
ordinary whirlpool,  or  cesspool,  of  miseries  and  deliriums 
we  have  been  looking  at ;  and  now  it  has  issued  on  a 
broad  highway  of  progress, — ^broad  and  precipitous, — 
and  will  rapidly  arrive  at  the  goal  set  before  it.  All 
was  so  rapid,  on  the  Polish  and  on  the  Turkish  part. 
The  blind  Turks,  out  of  mere  fanaticism  and  heat  of 
humour,  have  rushed  into  this  adventure; — and  go  rush- 
ing forward  into  a  series  of  chaotic  platitudes  on  the 
huge  scale,  and  mere  tragical  disasters,  year  after  year, 
which  would  have  been  comical,  had  they  not  been  so 
hideous  and  sanguinary :  constant  and  enormous  blun- 
ders on  the  Turk  part,  issuing  in  disasters  of  like  mag- 
nitude ;  which  in  the  course  of  Two  Campaigns  had 
quite  finished  oflF  their  Polish  friends,  in  a  very  unex- 
pected way ;  and  had  like  to  have  finished  themselves 
off,  had  not  drowned  Poland  served  as  a  stepping-stone. 
Not  till  March  26th,  1769,  six  months  after  declar- 
ing in  such  haste,  did  the  blind  Turks  *  display  their 
Banner  of  Mahomet,'  that  is,  begin  in  earnest  to  assemble 
and  make  ready.  Xor  were  the  Russians  shiningly  stra- 
tegic, though  sooner  in  the  field, — a  Prince  Galitzin 
commanding  them  (an  extremely  purblind  person) ;  till 
replaced  by  Romanzow,  our  old  Colberg  acquaintance, 
who  saw  considerably  better.     Galitzin,  early  in  the  ' 

VOL.  VI,  F  F 
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season,  made  a  rush  on  Choczim  (Chofeim),  the  first 
Turk  Fort  beyond  the  Dniester ;  and  altogether  failed, 
— ^not  by  Turk  prowess,  but  by  his  own  purblind  mal- 
arrangements  (want  of  ammunition,  want  of  bread,  or  I 
will  forget  what)-; — ^whioh  occasioned  mighty  grumblings 
in  Eussia :  till  in  a  month  or  two,  by  favour  of  Fortune 
and  blindness  of  the  Turk,  matters  had  come  well  round 
again;  and  Galitzin,  walking  up  to  Choczim  the  second 
time,  foimd  there  was  not  a  Turk  in  the  place,  and  that 
Choczim  was  now  his  on  those  imcommonly  easy  terms ! 
Instead  of  farther  details  on  such  a  War, — ^the  shadow 
or  reflex  of  which,  as  mirrored  in  the  Austrian  mind, 
has  an  importance  to  Friedrich  and  us ;  but  the  self  or 
substance  of  which  has  otherwise  little  or  none, — ^we 
will  close  here  with  a  bit  of  Russian  satire  on  it,  which 
is  still  worth  reading.  The  date  is  e^ddently  Spring 
1769;  the  scene  what  we  are  now  treating  of:  GaHtadn 
obliged  to  fall  back  from  Choczim ;  great  rumour — 
"  What  a  Galitzin;  what  a  Turk  War  his,  in  contrast  to 
the  last  we  had  !"^ — no  Romanzow  yet  appointed  in  his 
room.  And  here  is  a  small  Manuscript,  which  was  then 
circulating  fresh  and  new  in  Russian  Society;  and  has 
since  gone  over  all  the  world  (though  mostly  in  an  un- 
certain condition,  in  old  Jest-Books  and  the  like),  as  a 
genuine  bit  of  caviare  from  those  Northern  parts : 

Manuscript  circulating  in  Russian  Society.     ^Galitzin,  much 

*  grieved  about  Choczim,  could  not  sleep ;  and,  wandering  about 

*  in  his  tent,  overheard,  one  night,  a  common  soldier  recounting 
^  his  dream  to  the  sentry  outside  the  door. 

"A  curious  dream,"  said  the  soldier:  "I  dreamt  I  was  in  a 
"  battle ;  that  I  got  my  head  cut  ofif ;  that  I  died ;  and,  of  course, 
•"  went  to  Heaven.  I  knocked  at  the  door:  Peter  came  with  a 
"  bunch  of  Keys ;  and  made  s\ich  rattling  that  he  awoke  God ; 

«  Turk  War  of  1736-1739,  under  Miinnich  (supril,  ii.  621-673). 
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**  who  started  up  in  haste,  asking,  ^  What  is  the  matter?'  ^  Why,' 
^'  says  Peter,  ^  there  is  a  great  War  on  earth  between  the  Rus- 
"  sians  and  the  Turks.'  ^  And  who  commands  my  Russians  V 
"  said  the  Supreme  Being.  *  Count  Miinnich,'  answered  Peter. 
«  i  Very  well ;  I  may  go  to  sleep  again !' — ^But  this  was  not  the 
"  end  of  my  dream,"  continued  the  soldier ;  "  I  fell  asleep  and 
"  dreamt  again,  the  very  same  as  before,  except  that  the  War 
"  was  not  Count  Miinnich's,  but  the  one  we  are  now  in.  Ac- 
*'  cordingly,  when  God  asked,  ^  Who  commands  my  Russians  V 
*^  Peter  answered,  ^Prince  Galitzin.'  ^Galitzin?  Then,  get  me 
"  my  boots  V  said  the"  (Russian)  "  Supreme  Being."*® 

^  W.  EichardBon  (then  at  Petersbiizg,  Tutor  to  Excellency  Oathcart's 
Children ;  afterwards  Professor  at  Glasgow,  and  a  man  of  some  reputation 
in  his  old  age),  Anecdotes  of  the  Russian  Empire^  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
written  a  few  Years  ago  from  St,  Petersburg  (London,  1784),  p.  110 :  date 
of  this  Letter  is  '  17th  October  1769/ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

PARTITION  OF  POLAND. 

These  Polish  phenomena  were  beginning  to  awaken  a 
good  deal  of  attention,  not  all  of  it  pleasant,  on  the 
part  of  Friedrich.  From  the  first  he  had,  as  usual,  been 
a  most  clear-eyed  observer  of  everything;  and  found  the 
business,  as  appears,  not  of  tragical  nature,  but  of  ex- 
pensive-farcical, capable  to  shake  the  diaphragm  rather 
than  touch  the  heart  of  a  reflective  onlooker.  He  has 
a  considerable  Poem  on  it, — War  of  the  Confederates  by 
title  (in  the  old  style  of  the  PaUadion^  imitating  an 
unattainable  Jeanne  d^Arc\ — considerable  Poem,  now 
forming  itself  at  leisure  in  his  thoughts,^  which  deci- 
dedly takes  that  turn ;  and  laughs  quite  loud  at  the 
rabid  fanaticisms,  blusterous  inanities  and  imbecilities 
of  these  noisy  unfortunate  neighbours : — old  unpleasant 
style  of  the  PaUadion  and  PuceUe;  but  much  better 
worth  reading ;  having  a  great  deal  of  sharp  sense  in  its 
laughing  guise,  and  more  of  real  Historical  Discernment 
than  you  will  find  in  any  other  Book  on  that  delirious 
subject. 

Much  a  laughing-stock  to  this  King  hitherto,  such  a 
"  War  of  the  Confederates," — consisting  of  the  noisiest, 
emptiest  bedlam  tumults,  seasoned  by  a  proportion  of 
homicide,  and  a  great  deal  of  battery  and  arson.     But 

»  *  La  Guerre  de$  Confidires'  {(Eutsres^  xiv,  183  et  seq.),  *  finished  in 
November  1771.' 
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now,  with  a  Russian -Turk  War  springing  from  it,  or 
already  sprung,  there  are  quite  serious  aspects  rising 
amid  the  laughable.  By  Treaty,  this  War  is  to  cost  the 
King  either  a  12,000  of  Auxiliaries  to  the  Czarina,  or  a 
72,000/.  (480,000  thalers)  armually  ;2— which  latter  he 
prefers  to  pay  her,  as  the  alternative :  not  an  agreeable 
feature  at  all;  but  by  no  means  the  worst  feature.  Sup- 
pose it  lead  to  Russian  conquests  on  the  Turk,  to  Aus- 
trian complicacies,  to  one  knows  not  what,  and  kindle 
the  world  round  one  again !  In  short,  we  can  believe 
Friedrich  was  very  willing  to  stand  well  with  next-door 
neighbours  at  present,  and  be  ci\dl  to  Austria  and  its 
young  Kaiser's  civilities. 

First  Interview  between  Friedrich  and  Kaiser 
Joseph  (Neisse,  25th-28th  August  1769). 

In  1766,  the  yoimg  Kaiser,  who  has  charge  of  the 
Military  Department,  and  of  little  else  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  is  already  a  great  traveller,  and  enthusiastic 
soldier,  made  a  pilgrimage  over  the  Bohemian  and  Saxon 
Battlefields  of  the  Sev^n -Years  War.  On  some  of  them, 
whether  on  all  I  do  not  know,  he  set  up  memorial  stones ; 
one  of  which  you  still  see  on  the  field  of  Lobositz; — of 
another  on  Prag  field,  and  of  reverent  salutation  by  Ar- 
tiDery  to  the  memory  of  Schwerin  there,  we  heard  long 
ago.  Coming  to  Torgau  on  this  errand,  the  Kaiser, 
through  his  Berlin  Minister,  had  signified  his  "  particu- 
lar desire  to  make  acquaintance  with  the  King  in  return- 
ing;" to  which  the  King  was  ready  with  the  readiest; — 
only  that  Kaunitz  and  the  Kaiserinn,  in  the  interim, 
judged  it  improper,  and  stopped  it.  '  The  reported 
'  Interview  is  not  to  take  place,'  Friedrich  warns  the 

«  OSuvres  de  Frederic^  vi.  13. 
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Newspapers;  'having  been  given  up,  though  only  from 
'  courtesy,  on  some  points  of  ceremonial.'® 

The  yoimg  E^ser  felt  a  little  huiFed;  and  signified 
to  Friedrich  that  he  would  find  a  time  to  make  good 
this  bit  of  uncivility,  which  his  pedagogues  had  forced 
upon  him.  And  now,  after  three  years,  August  1769,  on 
occasion  of  the  Silesian  Reviews,  the  Kaiser  is  to  come 
across  from  his  Bohemian  businesses,  and  actually  visit 
him :  Interview  to  be  at  Neisse,  25th  August  1769,  for 
three  days.  Of  course  the  King  was  punctual,  every- 
body was  punctual,  glad  and  cordial  after  a  sort, — no 
ceremony,  the  Kaiser,  officially  incognito,  is  a  mere  Graf 
von  Falkenstein,  come  to  see  his  M^'est}'^'s  Reviews- 
There  came  with  him  four  or  five  Generals,  Loudon  one 
of  them;  Lacy  had  preceded :  Friedrich  is  in  the  Palace 
of  the  place,  ready  and  expectant.  With  Friedrich  are : 
Prince  Henri;  Prince  of  Prussia;  Margraf  of  Anspach, 
Friedrich's  Nephew  (Lady  Craven's  Margraf^  the  one 
remnant  now  left  there) ;  and  some  Generals  and  Mili- 
tary ftmctionaries,  Seidlitz  the  notablest  figure  of  these. 
And  so,  Friday^  August  25th,  shortly  after  noon- — ^But  the 
following  Two  Letters,  by  an  Eyewitness,  will  be  pre- 
ferable ;  and  indeed  are  the  only  real  Narrative  that  cam 
be  given : 

No.  L  Engineer  Le  Febvre  to  Perpetual  Secretary  Formey  (at 

Berlin). 

'  Neiflse,  26th'  (partly  25th)  '  Augnst  1769. 
^My  most  worthy  Friend, — ^I  make  haste  to  inform  you  of 
Hhe  Kaisei^s  arrival  here  at  Neisse,  this  day,  25th  August 
*  1769,  at  one  in  the  afternoon.  The  Bang  had  spent  the 
^  morning  in  a  proof  Manoeuvre,  making  rehearsal  of  the  Man- 
^  oBuvre  that  was  to  be.    When  the  Kaiser  was  reported  just 

■  ^Friedrich  to  One  of  his  Foreign  Ambassadors'  (the  oommon  way  of 
announcing  in  Newspapers)  :  Prenas,  iv.  22  n. 
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*  comings  the  King  went  to  the  window  of  the  grand  Episco- 
^  pal  Saloon,  and  seeing  Iiim  alight  from  his  carriage,  turned 

'  *  ronnd  and  said,  "  Je  Vox  vu  (I  have  seen  him)."     His  Af ajesty 

*  then  went  to  receive  him  on  the  grand  staircase'  (had  hardly- 
descended  three  or  four  steps),  '  where  they  embraced ;  and  then 

*  his  Majesty  led  by  the  hand  his  august  Guest  into  the  Apart- 
^  ments  designed  for  him,  which  were  all  standing  open  and 
'  ready,' — ^which,  however,  the  august  Guest  will  not  occupy 
except  with  a  grateful  imagination,  being  for  the  present  in- 
cognito, mere  Graf  von  Falkenstein,  and  judging  that  The 
Threa'Kings  Inn  will  be  suitabler. 

^Arrived  in  the  Apartments,  they  embraced  anew;  and  sat 
'  talking  together  for  an  hour  and  half.' — 

(The  talk,  unknown  to 
Le  Febvre,  began  in  this  strain.  Kaiser:  "  Now  are  my  wishes 
^'  fulfilled,  since  I  have  the  honour  to  embrace  the  greatest  of 
"  Kings  and  Soldiers."  King :  "  I  look  upon  this  day  as  the 

'*  fairest  of  my  Uf e ;  for  it  will  become  the  epoch  of  uniting  Two 
"  Houses  which  have  been  enemies  too  long,  and  whose  mutual 
"  interests  require  that  they  should  strengthen,  not  weaken  one 
"another,"  Kaiser:  "For  Austria  there  is  no  Silesia  far- 

"  ther."^    Talk,  it  appears,  lasted  an  hour  and  half.) 

— ^  The  Kaiser^  (continues 
our  Engineer)  Miad  brought  with  him  the  Prince  of  Sachsen- 

*  Tesdien'  (his  august  Brother-in-law,  Duke  of  Teschen,  son  of 
the  late  Polish  Majesty  of  famous  memory) :  *  afterwards  there 

*  came  Feldmarschall  Lacy,  Graf  von  Dietrichstein,  General  von 
^  Loudon,'  and  three  others  of  no  account  to  us.  *^  At  the  King's 
^  table  were  the  B^aiser,  the  Prince  of  Prussia'  (dissolute  young 
Heir-Apparent,  of  the  polygamous  tendencj'),  ^Prince  Henri, 

*  the  Margraf  of  Anspach*  (Kang^s  Nephew,  unfortunate  Lady- 
Craven  Margraf,  ultimately  of  Hammersmith  vicinity) ;   ^  the 

*  above  Generals  of  the  Austrian  suite,  and  Generals  Seidlitz  and 
^  Tauentzien.  The  rest  of  the  Court  was  at  two  other  tables.' 
Of  the  dinner  itself  an  Outside  Individual  will  say  nothing. 

*  The  Kaiser,  having  expressly  requested  the  King  to  let  him 

*  lodge  in  an  Lm  (Three  Kings),  under  the  name  of  Graf  von 

*  Falkenstein,  would  not  go  into  the  carriage  which  had  stood 

*  Preuss,  iv.  23 ;  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  vi.  26,  26. 
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'  expressly  ready  to  conduct  liim  thither.    He  preferred  walking 

*  on  foot'  (the  loftily  scornful  Incognito)  ^in  spite  of  the  rain  ;  it 

*  was  like  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  stepping  out  of  his  quarters. 
'  Some  moments  after,  the  King  went  to  visit  him ;  and  they  re- 

*  mained  together  from  5  in  the  evening  till  8.  It  was  thought 
^  they  would  be  present  (assiater)  at  a  Comic  Opera  which  was 

*  to  be  played :  but  after  waiting  till  7  o'clock,  the  people  re- 
'  ceived  orders  to  go  on  with  the  Piece ;' — ^both  Majesties  did 
afterwards  look  in;  but  finding  it  bad,  soon  went  their  way 
again.     (Major  Le  Febvre  stops  writirtg  for  the  night.) 

^This  morning,  26th,  the  Manoeuvre'  (rehearsed  yesterday) 

*  has  been  performed  before  both  their  Majesties ;  the  troops,  by 
'  way  of  finish,  filing  past  them  in  the  highest  order.  The  Kaiser 
'  accompanied  the  King  to  his  abode ;  after  which  he  returned 
^  to  his  own.  Tliis  is  all  the  news  I  have  today :  the  sequel  by 
^  next  Post'  (apparently  a  week  hence).  ^  I  am,  and  shall  ever 
^  be, — ^your  true  Friend,  Le  Febvke.' 

No.  2.  Same  to  Same, 

'  Neisse,  2d  September  1769. 
^  Monsieur  and  dearest  Friend, — ^We  had,  as  you  heard,  our 
^  first  Manoeuvre  on  Saturday  26th,  in  presence  of  the  Kaiser 
^  and  the  King,  and  of  the  whole  Court  of  each.    That  evening 

*  there  was  Opera ;  which  their  Majesties  honoured  by  attending. 

*  Sunday  was  our  Second  Manoeuvre ;  Operette  in  the  evening. 
^  Monday  28th,  was  our  last  Manoeuvre ;  at  the  end  of  which 
^  the  two  Majesties,  without  alighting  from  horseback,  embraced 

*  each  other ;  and  p;arted,  protesting  mutually  the  most  con- 
'  stant  and  inviolable  friendship.  One  took  the  road  for  Bres- 
'  lau ;  the  other  that  of  Konigsgratz.     All  the  time  the  Kaiser 

*  was  here,  they  have  been  continually  talking  together,  and 
^  exhibiting  the  tenderest  friendship, — ^from  which  I  cannot  but 
^  think  there  will  benefit  result. 

'  I  am  almost  in  the  mind  of  coming  to  pass  this  Winter  a£ 
^  Berlin ;  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  embracing  you, — 
^  perhaps  as  cordially  as  King  and  Kaiser  here.  I  am,  and  shall 
^  always  be,  with  all  my  heart, — ^your  very  good  Friend, 

*Le  Febvre.'* 

*  Formey,  Souvenirs  dun  Citoyen^  ii  145-148. 
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The  Le  Febvre  that  writes  here  is  the  same  who  was  set 
to  manage  the  last  Siege  of  Schweidiiitz,  by  Globes  of  Com- 
pression and  other  fine  inventions ;  and  ahnost  went  out  of  his 
wits  because  he  could  not  do  it.  An  expert  ingenious  crea- 
ture ;  skilful  as  an  engineer ;  had  been  brought  into  Friedrich's 
service  by  the  late  Balbi,  during  Balbi's  ascendancy  (which 
ended  at  Olmiitz  long  ago).  At  Schweidnitz,  and  often  else- 
where, Friedrich,  who  had  an  esteem  for  poor  Le  Febvre,  was 
good  to  him;  and  treated  his  excitabilities  with  a  soft  hand, 
not  a  rough.  Once  at  Neisse  (1771,  second  year  after  these 
Letters),  on  looking  roimd  at  the  works  done  since  last  re- 
view, in  sight  of  all  the  Garrison  he  embraced  Le  Febvre,  wliile 
commending  his  excellent  performance;  which  filled  the  poor 
soul  with  a  now  unimaginable  joy. 

^  HSlaSj  says  Formey,  '  the  poor  Gentleman  wrote  to  me  of 
^  his  endless  satisfaction ;  and  how  he  hoped  to  get  through  his 

*  building,  and  retire  on  half-pay  this  very  season,  thenceforth  to 

*  belong  to  the  Academy  and  me ;  he  had  been  Member  for  twenty 

*  years  past.'  With  this  view,  thinks  Formey,  he  most  likely 
hastened  on  his  buildings  too  fast :  certain  it  is,  a  barrack  he  was 
building  tumbled  suddenly,  and  some  workmen  perished  in  the 
ruins.  *  Enemies  at  Court  suggested,'  or  the  accident  itself  sug- 
gested without  any  enemy,  "  Has  not  he  been  playing  false,  using 
cheap  bad  materials  V — and  Friedrich  ordered  him  arrest  in  his 
own  Apartments,  till  the  question  were  investigated.  Excitable 
Le  Febvre  was  like  to  lose  his  wits,  almost  to  leap  out  of  his  skin. 

*  One  evening  at  supper,  he  managed  to  smuggle  away  a  knife ; 
^  and,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  gave  himself  sixteen  stabs  with 
^  it ;  which  at  length  sufficed.  The  King  said,  "  He  has  used 
^  himself  worse  than  I  should  have  done ;"  and  was  very  sorry.' 
Of  Lefebvre's  scientific  structures,  globes  of  compression  and  the 
rest,  I  know  not  whether  anything  is  left ;  the  above  Two  Notes, 
thrown  off  to  Formey,  were  accidentally  a  hit,  and,  in  the  great 
blank,  may  last  a  long  while. 

The  King  found  this  young  Kaiser  a  very  pretty 
man;  and  could  have  liked  him  considerably,  had  their 
mutual  positions  permitted.  *He  had  a  frankness  of 
'  manner,  which  seemed  natural  to  him,'  says  the  King; 
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'  in  his  amiable  character,  gaiety  and  great  vivacity  were 
'prominent  features.'  By  accidental  chinks,  however, 
one  saw  *  an  ambition  beyond  measure'  burning  in  the 
interior  of  this  young  man,^ — ^let  an  old  King  be  wary. 
A  three  days,  clearly,  to  be  marked  in  chalk;  radiant 
outwardly  to  both;  to  a  certain  depth,  sincere;  and  im- 
commonly  pleasant  for  the  time.  Tying  and  Kaiser  were 
seen  walking  about  arm  in  arm.  At  one  of  the  Reviews 
a  Note  was  brought  to  Friedrich:  he  read  it,  a  Note 
from  her  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  handing  it  to  Kaiser 
Joseph,  kissed  it  first.  At  parting,  he  had  given  Joseph, 
by  way  of  keepsake,  a  copy  of  MariSchal  de  Saxe's  Reve- 
ries (a  strange  MUitar}'^  Farrago,  dictated,  I  should  think, 
under  opium^) :  this  Book  lay  continually  thereafter  on 
the  Kaiser's  nightrtable ;  and  was  found  there  at  his  death. 
Twenty-one  years  hence, — ^not  a  page  of  it  read,  the  leaves 
all  sticking  together  under  their  bright  gilding.^ 

It  was  long  believed,  by  persons  capable  of  seeing; 
into  millstones,  that,  under  cover  of  this  Neisse  Inter- 
view, there  were  important  Political  negotiations  and 
consultings  carried  on;— tha*  here,  and  in  a  Second 
Interview  or  Return -Visit,  of  which  presently,  lay  the 
real  foundation  of  the  Polish  Catastrophe.  What  ofi 
Political  passed  at  the  Second  Interview  readers  shall 
see  for  themselves,  from  an  excellent  Authority.  As  to 
what  passed  at  the  present  ("mutual  word-of-honour: 
should  England  and  France  quarrel,  we  will  stand  neu^ 
tral"^),  it  is  too  insignificant  for  being  shown  to  readers. 
Dialogues  there  were,  delicately  holding  wide  of  the 

•  (Euvres  de  Frediric  (in  Memoires  de  .1763  jusqu'a  1775,  a  Chapter 
which  yields  the  briefest,  and  the  one  completely  intelligible  account  we 
yet  have  of  those  affaini),  vL  26. 

'  *  Mes  Reveries  ;  Ouvrage  Fosthume,  par*  &c.  (2  voll.  4to :  Amsterdam 
et  Leipzig,  1757). 

»  PreusB,  iv.  24  n.  »  (EuvreB  de  Frederic^  ubi  snpriL 
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mark,  and  at  length  coming  close  enough ;  but,  at  nei- 
ther the  one  Interview  nor  the  other,  was  Poland  at  all  a 
party  concerned, — ^though,  beyond  doubt,  the  Turk  War 
was ;  silently  this  first  time,  and  with  clear  vocality  on 
the  second  occasion. 

In  spite  of  Galitzin's  blunders,  the  Turk  War  is 
going  on  at  a  fine  rate  in  these  months ;  Turks,  by  the 
hundred  thousand,  getting  scattered  in  panic  rout: — 
but  we  will  say  nothing  of  it  just  yet.  Polish  Con- 
federation,— ^horror-struck,  as  may  be  imagined,  at  its 
auxiliary  Brother  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  and  his  per- 
formances,— ^is  weltering  in  violently  impotent  spasms 
into  deeper  and  ever  deeper  wretchedness,  Priedrich 
sometimes  thinking  of  a  Burlesque  Poem  on  the  sub- 
ject;— ^though  the  Russian  successes,  and  the  Austrian 
grudgings  and  gloomings,  are  rising  on  him  as  a  very 
serious  consideration.  "  Is  there  no  method,  then,  of 
allowing  Russia  to  prosecute  its  Turk  War  in  spite  of 
Austria  and  its  mnbrages?"  thinks  Priedrich  some- 
times, in  his  anxieties  about  Peace  in  Europe: — "K 
the  Ukraine,  and  its  meal  for  the  Armies,  were  but 
Russia's!  At  present,  Austria  can  strike  in  there,  cut 
off  the  provisions,  and  at  once  put  a  spoke  in  Russia's 
wheel."  Priedrich  tells  us  'he  (on,'  the  King  himself, 
what  I  do  not  find  in  any  other  Book)  *  sent  to  Peters- 
*  burg,  under  the  name  of  Count  Lynar,  the  seraphic 
'  Danish  Gentleman,  who,  in  1757,  had  brought  about 
'  the  Convention  of  Kloster-Zeven,  a  Project,  or  Sketch 
'  of  Plan,  for  Partitioning  certain  Provinces  of  Poland, 
^  in  that  view ;' — the  Lynar  opining,  so  fiar  as  I  can  see, 
somewhat  as  follows :  "  Russia  to  lay  hold  of  the  essential 
"  bit  of  Polish  Territory  for  provisioning  itself  against 
"  the  Turk,  and  allow  to  Austria  and  Prussia  certain 
"  other  bits ;  which  would  content  everybody,  and  en- 
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"  able  Russia  and  Christendom  to  extrude  and  suppress 

"  ad  libitum  that  abominable  mass  of  Mahometan  Sen- 

"  sualism,  Darkness  and  Fanaticism  from  the  fairest  part 

"  of  God's  Creation."    An  excellent  Project,  though  not 

successful !    '  To  which  Petersburg,  intoxicated  with  its 

'  own  outlooks  on  Turkey,  paid  not  the  least  attention/ 

says  the  King.^^     He  gives   no  date  to  this  curious 

statement;  nor  does  anybody  else  mention  it  at  all;  but 

we  may  fancy  it  to  have  been  of  Winter  1769-1770, — 

and  leave  it  with  the  curious,  or  the  idly  curious,  since 

nothing  came  of  it  now  or  afterwards. 

Fotsdanij  20tlir29th  October  1769.  Only  two  months  after 
Neisse,  what  kindles  Potsdam  into  sudden  splendour,  Electress 
Marie-Antoine  makes  a  Visit  of  nine  days  to  the  King.     *  In 

*  July  last,'  says  a  certain  Note  of  ours,  ^  the  Electress  was  in- 
^  vited  to  Berlin,  to  a  Wedding ;  "  would  have  been  delighted  to 

*  come,  but  letter  of  invitation  arrived  too  late.  Will,  however, 
^  not  give  up  the  plan  of  seeing  the  great  Friedrich."     Comes  to 

*  Potsdam,  20th-29th  October.   Stays  nine  days ;  much  delighted, 

*  both,  with  the  visit.  "  Magnificent  palaces,  pleasant  gardens, 
^  ravishing  concerts,  charming  Princes  and  Princesses :  the  plea- 
^  santest  nine  days  I  ever  had  in  my  life,"  says  the  Electress. 

*  Friedrich  grants,  to  her  intercession,  pardon  for  some  culprit. 
"-Dit?a  AnUmia^^  he  calls  her  henceforth  for  some  time;  she  him, 
"  Pltia  grand  dea  morteU^^  "  Salomon  du  Nord^  and  the  like 
^  names.'"  Next  year,  too  (September  26th — October  5th,  1770), 
the  bright  Lady  made  a  second  visit;"  no  third, — ^the  times 
growing  too  political,  perhaps ;  the  times  not  suiting.  Tlie  Cor- 
respondence continues  to  the  end;  and  is  really  pretty.  And 
would  be  instructive  withal,  were  it  well  edited.  For  example, — 
if  we  might  look  backwards,  and  shoot  a  momentary  spark  into 
the  vacant  darkness  of  the  Past, — ^Friedrich  wrote  (the  year  be- 
fore this) : 

Potsdam^  M  May  1768.    *    *  "  Jesuits  have  got  all  cut  adrift : 

>•  CEuvres  de  Frederic,  vi.  26. 

»  Ibid.  (Correspondance  avec  TElectrke  Marie-Antoine) y  xriv.  179-186. 

"  Bodenbeck,  iii.  24. 
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^^  A  dim  rumour  spreads  that  his  Holiness  will  not  rest  with  that 
^^  first  anathema,  but  that  a  fulminating  Bull  is  coming  out  against 
"  the  Most  Christian,  the  Most  Catholic  and  the  Most  Faithful, 
"  If  that  be  so,  my  notion  is,  Madam,  that  the  Holy  Father,  to 
"  fill  his  table,  will  admit  the  Defender  of  the  Faith"  (poor 
George  HI.)  "  and  your  Servant ;  for  it  does  not  suit  a  Pope  to 
"  sit  solitary/'     *     * 

^^  A  pity  for  the  human  race.  Madam,  that  men  cannot  be 
"  tranquil, — ^but  they  never  and  nowhere  can !  Not  even  the  little 
"  Town  of  Neuf  ch&tel  but  has  had  its  troubles ;  your  Royal  High- 
"  ness  will  be  astonished  to  learn  how.  A  Parson  there"  (this  was 
above  seven  years  ago,  in  old  Marischal's  reign")  "had  set  forth 
"  in  a  sermon,  That  considering  the  immense  mercy  of  God,  the 
"  pains  of  Hell  could  not  last  forever.  The  Synod  shouted  mur- 
"  der  at  such  scandal ;  and  has  been  struggling^  ever  since,  to  get 
"  the  Parson  exterminated.  The  affair  was  of  my  jurisdiction ; 
"  for  your  Royal  Highness  must  know  that  I  am  Pope  in  that 
"  Country ; — here  is  my  decision :  Let  the  parsons,  who  make  for 
"  themselves  a  cruel  and  barbarous  God,  be  eternally  damned,  as 
"  they  desire,  and  deserve ;  and  let  those  parsons,  who  conceive 
"  God  gentle  and  merciful,  enjoy  the  plenitude  of  his  mercy  I 
"  However,  Madam,  my  sentence  has  failed  to  calm  the  minds ; 
"  the  schism  continues ;  and  the  number  of  the  damnatory  theo- 
"  logians  prevails  over  the  others."" — Or  again : 

Potsdam^  Ist  December  1766.  "  At  present  I  have  with  me  my 
"  Niece"  (Sister's Daughter,  of  Schwedt),  "the Duchess  of  Wiir- 
"  temberg ;  who  remembers  with  pleasure  to  have  had  the  happi- 
"  ness  of  seeing  your  Royal  Highness  in  former  times.  She  is 
"  very  unhappy  and  much  to  be  pitied ;  her  Husband"  (Eugen  of 
Wiirtemberg,  whom  we  heard  much  of,  and  last  at  Colberg) 
"  gives  her  a  deal  of  trouble :  he  is  a  violent  man,  from  whom 
"  she  has  everything  to  fear ;  who  gives  her  chagrins,  and  makes 
"  her  no  allowances.  I  try  my  best  to  bring  him  to  reason ;" — but 
am  little  successful.     Three  years  after  this,  *May  3d,  1769,'  we 

"  See  Letters  to  Marischal,  'Leipzig,  9th  March  1761/  'Breslan,  14th 
May  1762  •:  in  (Eavres  dc  Frederic,  xx.  282,  287. 

^*  *•  April  2d,  1768'  (a  month  before  this  Letter  to  Madam),  there  is 
*  riot  at  Neufch^tel ;  and  Avocat  Gaxdot'  (heterodox  Paison's  Advocate) 
*■  killed  in  it'  (Bodenbeck,  ii  303). 
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3d-7th  Sept.  1770. 
find  Eugen,  who  once  talked  of  running  his  august  Reigning 
Brother  through  the  body,  has  ended  by  returning  to  Stuttgard 
and  him ;  where,  or  at  Miimpelgard,  his  Apanage,  he  continued 
thenceforth.  And  was  Keigning  Duke  himself,  long  afterwards, 
for  two  years,  at  the  very  end  of  his  life.**  At  this  date  of 
1766,  ^my  poor  Niece  and  he'  have  been  married  thirteen  years, 
and  have  half  a  score  of  children; — ^the  eldest  of  them  Czar 
Paul's  Second  Wife  that  is  to  be,  and  Mother  of  the  now  Czars. 

Becembef'  i7<A,  1765.  *  *  "I  have  had  12,360  houses 
"  and  bams  to  rebuild,  and  am  nearly  through  with  that.  But 
"  how  many  other  woimds  remain  yet  to  be  healed !" 

July  22d,  1765.  *  *  "Wedding  festivities  of  Prince  of 
"  Prussia.  Duchess  of  Eang^ton  tipsy  on  the  occasion !" — ^But 
we  must  not  be  tempted  farther.*® 

Neai  Tear,  there  is  a  Second  Interview;  Friedrich 
making  a  BetumrVisit  during  the  Kaiser's  Mo- 
ravian Beviews  (Camp  t>f  Mahrisch-Neustadt, 
3d-7tli  September  1770). 

The  Russian-Turk  War,  especially  in  this  Second 
Canapaign  of  it, — "  Liberation  of  Greece,"  or,  failing 
that,  total  destruction  of  the  Turk  Fleet  in  Greek 
waters;  conquest  of  Wallachia,  as  of  Moldavia;  in  a 
word,  imminency  of  total  ruin  to  the  Turk  by  land 
and  sea, — all  this  is  blazing  aloft  at  such  a  pitch,  in 
Summer  1770,  that  a  new  Interview  upon  it  may  well, 
to  neighbours  so  much  interested,  seem  more  desirable 
than  ever.  Interview  accordingly  there  is  to  be:  3d 
September,  and  for  four  dayis  following. 

Kaunitz  himself  attends,  this  time;  something  of 
real  business  privately  probable  to  Kaunitz.  Prince 
Henri  is  not  there;   Prince  Henri  is  gone  to  Sweden; 

»  '  Succeeded;  on  his  Biother  Karrs  death,  *  20tli  May  1795 ;  died,  23d 
December  1797,  age  76.' 

"  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xxiv.  90-155. 
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on  visit  to  his  Sister,  whom  he  has  not  seen  since  boy- 
hood: of  which  Visit  there  will  be  farther  mention. 
Present  with  the  King  were:^^  the  Prince  of  Prussia 
(luckier  somewhat  in  his  second  wedlock,  little  red- 
coloured  Son  and  Heir  bom  to  him  just  a  month  ago)  ;^^ 
Prince  Ferdinand;  two  Brunswick  Nephews,  Erbprinz 
whom  we  used  to  hear  of,  and  Leopold  a  jimior,  of 
whom  we  shall  once  or  so.  No  Seidlitz  this  time.  Ex- 
cept Lentulus,  no  General  to  name.  But  better  for  us 
than  all  Generals,  in  the  Kaiser's  suite,  besides  Kaunitz, 
was  Prince  de  Ligne, — ^who  holds  B.pen^  as  will  appear. 
"  Liberation  of  the  Greeks"  had  kindled  many  people, 
Voltaire  among  the  number,  who  is  still  intermittently  in 
correspondence  with  Friedrich :  "  A  magnificent  Czarina 
about  to  revivify  that  true  Temple  of  Mankind,  or  at 
least  to  sweep  the  blockhead  Turks  out  of  it;  what  a 
prospect!"  Friedrich  i^  quite  cool  on  Greece;  not  too 
hot  on  any  part  of  this  subject,  though  intensely  con- 
cerned about  it.  Besides  his  ingenious  Count-Lynar  Pro- 
ject, and  many  other  businesses,  Friedrich  has  just  been 
confuting  Baron  d'Holbach's  Systhme  de  la  Nature  ;^® — 
writing  to  Voltaire,  Potsdam^  l%th  August  1770,  on  this 
subject  among  others,  he  adds :  "  I  am  going  for  Silesia, 
"  on  the  Reviews.  I  am  to  see  the  Kaiser,  who  has 
•"  invited  me  to  his  Camp  in  Mahren.  That  is  an  amiable 
•**  and  meritorious  Prince ;  he  values  your  Works,  reads 
'^  them  as  diligently  as  he  can;  is  anjrthing  but  super- 
"  stitious :  in  brief,  a  Kaiser  such  as  Germany  has  not 
"  for  a  great  while  had.  Neither  he  nor  I  have  any 
"  love  for  the  blockhead  and  barbaric  sort ; — ^but  that 
**  is  no  reason  for  extirpating  them :  if  it  were,  your 

"  Rodenbeck,  iii.  21. 

"  Friedrich  Wilhelm  m.,  *  bom  3d  August  1770.' 
»  *  Examen  Cfntique  du  Syateme  de  la  Nature'  (in  (Euvrea  de  Frederic^ 
iz.  153  6t  aeq.), '  finished,  July  1770.' 
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"Turks"  (oppressors  of  Greece)  "would  not  be  the 
"only  victims  r  20 

In  a  lengthy  Letter^  written  by  request,  To  Stanislaus^ 
King  of  Poland^  in  1785,  or  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  years 
from  this  Interview  at  Neustadt,  Prince  de  Ligne,  who 
was  present  there,  has  left  us  some  record  or  loose  lively 
reminiscence  of  it;^^ — ^sputtering,  efiervescing,  epigram- 
matic creature,  had  he  confined  himself  to  a  faithful 
description,  and  burnt  off  for  us,  not  like  a  pretty  fire- 
work, but  Uke  an  innocent  candle,  or  thing  for  seeing 
by !  But  we  must  take  what  we  have,  and  endeavour 
to  be  thankful.  By  great  luck,  the  one  topic  he  insists 
on  is  Friedrich  and  his  aspect  and  behaviour  on  the 
occasion;  which  is  what,  of  all  else  in  it,  we  are  most 
concerned  with. 

*You  have  ordered  me,  Sire'  (this  was  written  for  V>itvi  in 
1785), '  to  speak  to  you  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  this  Age. 
'  You  admire  him,  though  his  neighbourhood  has  done  you  mis- 

*  chief  enough ;  and,  placing  yourself  at  the  impartial  distance  of 
^  History,  feel  a  noble  curiosity  on  all  that  belongs  to  this  extra- 

*  ordinary  genius.     I  will,  therefore,  give  you  an  exact  account 

*  of  the  smallest  words  that  I  myself  heard  the  great  Friedrich 

*  speak.  *  *  The  I  (le  je)  is  odious  to  me ;  but  nothing  is  indif- 
^  ferent  when' — Well,  your  account,  then,  your  account,  without 
farther  preambling,  and  in  a  more  exact  w^ay  than  you  are  wont! — 

*  By  a  singular  chance,  in  1770'  (3d-7th  September,  if  you 
would  but  date),  *  the  Kaiser  was'  (for  the  second  time)  '  enabled 

*  to  deliver  himself  to  the  personal  admiration  which  he  had  con- 

*  ceived  for  the  King  of  Prussia;  and  these  Two  great  Sove- 
'  reigns  were  so  w^ell  together,  that  they  could  pay  risits.     The 

*  Kaiser  permitted  me  to  accompany ;  and  introduced  me  to  the 

*  King :  it  was  at  Neustadt  in  Moravia'  {Malirisch^Neustadtj  short 
way  from  AmterlitZj  which  is  since  become  a  celebrated  place). 
^  I  can't  recollect  if  I  had,  or  had  assumed,  an  air  of  embarrass- 

*  ment ;  but  what  I  do  well  remember  is,  that  the  Kaiser,  who 

«•  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xxiii.  165,  166. 

»»  Prince  de  Ligne,  Memoires  et  Melanges  Riatoriques  (Par.  1827),  L  3-21. 
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^  noticed  my  look,  said  to  the  King,  "  He  has  a  timid  expression, 
^  which  I  never  observed  in  him  before ;  he  will  recover  presently/' 
'  This  he  said  in  a  graceful  merry  way ;  and  the  two  went  out, 

*  to  go,  I  believe,  to  the  Play.     On  the  way  thither,  the  King 

*  for  an  instant  quitting  his  Imperial  Friend,  asked  me  if  my 

*  Letter  to  Jean  Jacqued  (now  an  entirely  forgotten  Piece),  %hich 
t  had  been  printed  in  the  Papers,  was  really  by  me  ?  I  answered, 
**  Sire,  I  am  not  famous  enough  to  have  my  name  forged''  (as  a 
certain  Other  name  has  been,  on  this  same  unproductive  topic). 
'  He  felt  what  I  meant.     It  is  known  that  Horace  Walpole  took 

*  the  King^s  name  to  write  his  famous  Lettre  a  Jean  Jacques^ 
(impossible  to  attend  to  the  like  of  it  at  present),  *  which  con- 

*  tributed  the  most  to  drive  mad  this  eloquent  and  unreasonable 

*  man  of  genius. 

*  Coming  out  of  the  Play,  the  Kaiser  said  to  the  King  of 
^  Prussia :  "  There  is  Noverre,  the  famous  Composer  of  Ballets ; 
*'  he  has  been  in  Berlin,  I  believe."  Noverre  made  thereupon 
'  a  beautiful  dancing-master  bow.     "  Ah,  I  know  liim,"  said  the 

*  King :  "  we  saw  him  at  Berlin ;  he  was  very  droll ;  mimicked 
'*  all  the  world,  especially  our  chief  Dancing  Women,  to  make 
^'  you  split  with  laughing."     Noverre,  ill  content  with  this  way 

*  of  remembering  him,  made  another  beautiful  third-position 
^  bow ;  and  hoped  possibly  the  King  would  say  something  f  ar- 

*  ther,  and  offer  him  the  opportunity  of  a  small  revenge.  "  Your 
"  Ballets  are  beautiful,"  said  the  King  to  him;  "your  Dancing 
**  Girls  have  grace ;  but  it  is  grace  in  a  squattish  form  (c?e  la 
^'  grace  engoncie).  I  think  you  make  them  raise  their  shoulders 
'*  and  their  arms  too  much.  For,  Monsieur  Noverre,  if  you 
'*  remember,  our  principal  Dancing  Girl  at  Berlin  wasn't  so." 
**  That  is  why  she  was  at  Berlin,  Sire,"  replied  Noverre'  (sa- 
tirically, all  he  could). 

*  I  was  every  day  asked  to  sup  with  the  King ;  too  often  the 

*  conversation  addressed  itself  to  me.  In  spite  of  my  attach- 
^  ment  to  the  Kaiser,  whose  General  I  like  to  be,  but  not  whose 

*  lyArgens  or  Algarotti,  I  had  not  beyond  reason  abandoned 

*  myself  to  that  feeling.  When  urged  by  the  King's  often 
^  speaking  to  me,  I  had  to  answer,  and  go  on  talking.  Besides 
^-the  Kaiser  took  a  main  share  in  the  conversation;   and  was 

VOL.  VI.  GO 
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^  perhaps  more  at  his  ease  with  the  King  than  the  King  with 
^  him.  One  day,  they  got  talking  of  what  one  would  wish  to  be 
^  in  this  world ;  and  they  asked  my  opinion.  I  said,  I  should 
^  like  to  be  "  a  Pretty  Woman  till  thirty ;  then,  till  six^,  a 
^  fortunate  and  skilful  General ;" — and  not  knowing  what  more 
^  to  say,  but  for  the  sake  of  adding  something,  whatever  it  might 

*  be,  "  a  Cardinal  till  eighty."  The  King,  who  likes  to  banter 
^  the  Sacred  College,  made  himself  merry  on  this ;  and  the 
^  Kaiser  gave  him  a  cheap  bargain  of  Rome  and  its  upholders 

*  (suppots).    That  supper  was  one  of  the  gayest  and  pleasantest 

*  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Two  Sovereigns  were  without  preten- 
^  sion  and  without  reserve ;  what  did  not  always  happen  on 
^  other  days ;  and  the  amiabiUty  of  two  men  so  superior,  and 
^  often  so  astonished  to  see  themselves  together,  was  the  agree- 

*  ablest  thing  you  can  imagine.  The  Bang  bade  me  come  and 
'  see  him  the  first  time  he  and  I  should  have  three  or  four  hours 

*  to  ourselves.    . 

^  A  storm  such  as  there  never  was,  a  deluge  compared  with 

*  which  that  of  Deucalion  was  a  summer  shower,  covered  our 

*  Hills  with  water  (cannot  say  loluch  day  of  the  four),  ^and 
^  almost  drowned  our  Army  while  attempting  to  manoeuvre.   The 

*  morrow  was  a  rest-day  for  that  reason.  At  nine  in  the  mom- 
^  ing,  I  went  to  the  King,  and  stayed  till  one.  He  spoke  to 
^  me  of  our  Generals ;  I  let  him  say,  of  his  own  accord,  the 
^  things  I  think  of  Marshals  Lacy  and  Loudon ;  and  I  hinted 
^  that,  as  to  the  others,  it  was  better  to  speak  of  the  dead  than 
^  of  the  living ;  and  that  one  never  can  well  judge  of  a  General 
^  who  has  not  in  his  lifetime  actually  played  high  parts  in  War. 
^  He  spoke  to  me  of  Feldmarschall  Daim :  I  said,  ^^  that  against 
"  the  French  I  believed  he  might  have  proved  a  great  man ;  but 
"  that  against  him"  (you),  "  he  had  never  quite  been  all  he  was ; 
"  seeing  always  his  opponent,  as  a  Jupiter,  thunderbolt  in  hand, 
"ready  to  pulverise  his  Army."  That  appeared  to  give  the 
^  King  pleasure :  he  signified  to  me  a  feeling  of  este^n  for 
^  Daun ;  he  spoke  favourably  of  General  Brentano'  (one  of  the 
Maxen  gentlemen).     ^  I  asked  his  reason  for  the  praises  I  knew 

*  he  had  given  to  General  Beck.  "Why  (w«w),  I  thought  him 
"  a  man  of  merit,"  said  the  King.     "  I  do  not  think  so^  Sire;  he 
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"  didn't  do  you  much  mischief."  "  He  sometimes  took  Magar 
"  zines  from  me."  "And  sometimes  let  your  Generals  escape" 
(Bevem  at  Beichenbachj  for  jnstance,  do  you  reckon  that  his 
blame?). — ^^^I  have  never  beaten  him,"  said  the  King.  "He 
**  never  came  near  enough  for  that :  and  I  always  thought  your 
"  Majesty  was  only  appearing  to  respect  him,  in  order  that  we 
"  might  have  more  confidence  in  him,  and  that  you  might  give 
"  him  the  better  slap  some  day,  with  interest  for  all  arrears." 

King.  "  Do  you  know  who  taught  me  the  little  I  know  ?  It 
"  was  your  old  Marshal  Traun :  that  was  a  man,  that  one.r — ^You 
"  spoke  of  the  French :  do  they  make  progress  I" 

Ego.  "  They  are  capable  of  everything  in  time  of  war,  Sire : 
"  but  in  Peace, — ^their  chiefs  want  them  to  be  what  they  are 
"  not,  what  thqr  are  not  capable  of  being." 

King.  "  How,  then ;  disciplined?  They  were  so  in  the  time 
"  of  M.  du  Turenne." 

Ego.  "  Oh,  it  isn't  that  They  were  not  so  in  the  time  of 
"  M.  de  VendSme,  and  they  went  on  gaining  battles.  But  it 
^  is  now  wished  that  they  become  your  Apes  and  ours ;  and  that 
"  doesn't  suit  them." 

King.  "  Perhaps  so :  I  have  said  of  their  busy  people  (/at- 
"  Bcursj^  St  Germains  and  Army-reformers),  ^* that  they  would 
^'  fain  sing  without  knowing  music." 

Ego.  "  Oh,  that  is  true !  But  leave  ti^em  their  natural  notes ; 
"  profit  by  their  bravery,  their  alertness  (Ugereti)^  by  their  very 
"  faults, — ^I  beheve  their  confusion  might  confuse  their  en^nies 
"  sometimes." 

King.  "  Well,  yes,  doubtless,  if  you  have  somc^thing  to  sup^ 
"  port  diem  with." 

Ego.  "  Just  so.  Sire, — some  Swiss  and  Gtermans." 

Kwg.  "  'Tis  a  brave  and  amiable  nation,  the  French ;  one 
^^  can't  help  loving  them : — ^but,  mon  Dieuj  what  have  they  made 
^^  of  their  Men  of  Letters ;  and  what  a  tone  has  now  come  up 
^'  among  them !  Voltaire,  for  example,  had  an  excellent  tone. 
"  D'Alembert,  whom  I  esteem  in  many  respects,  is  too  noisy, 
"  and  insists  too  much  on  producing  effect  in  society : — ^was 
"  it  the  Men  of  Letters  that  gave  the  Court  of  Louis  XTV. 
^  its  grace,  or  did  they  themselves  acquire  it  iroai  the  many 
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"  amiable  persons  they  found  there?  He  was  the  Patriarch  of 
"  Kings,  that  one"  (in  a  certain  sense,  your  Majesty  1)  "  In  his 
"  Hfetime,  a  Uttle  too  much  good  was  said  of  him ;  but  a  great 
"  deal  too  much  ill  after  his  death." 

Ego,  "  A  King  of  France,  Sire,  is  always  the  Patriarch 
"  of  Clever  People  {Pairiarche  des  gens  cT esprit :"  You  do  not 
much  mean  this,  Monsieur  ?  You  merely  grin  it  from  the  teeth 
outward  ?). 

King.  "  That  is  the  bad  Number  to  draw  :  they  aren't  worth 
"  a  doit  (ne  valentpas  le  diahle^  these  gens  cT esprit)  at  Governing. 
"  Better  be  Patriarch  of  the  Greek  Church,  like  my  sister  the 
"  Empress  of  Russia !  That  brings  her,  and  will  bring,  advan- 
"  tages.  There's  a  religion  for  you ;  comprehending  many  Coun- 
"  tries  and  different  Nations  I  As  to  our  poor  Lutherans,  they 
"  are  so  few,  it  is  not  worth  while  being  their  Patriarch." 

Ego.  "  Nevertheless,  Sire,  if  one  join  to  them  the  Calvin- 
"  ists,  and  all  the  little  bastard  Sects,  it  would  not  be  so  bad 
"  a  post."  (The  King  appeared  to  kindle  at  this ;  his  eyes  were 
full  of  animation.  But  it  did  not  last  when  I  said) :  "  If  the 
"  Kaiser  were  Patriarch  of  the  Catholics,  that  too  wouldn't  be 
"  a  bad  place." 

King.  "  There,  there :  Europe  divided  into  Three  Patriarch- 
"  ates.  I  was  wrong  to  begin ;  you  see  where  that  leads  us : 
"  Messieurs,  our  dreams  are  not  those  of  the  just,  as  M.  le 
"  Regent  used  to  say.  If  Louis  XIV.  were  alive,  he  would 
"  thank  us." 

^  All  these  patriarchal  ideas,  possible  and  impossible  to  realise, 
^  made  him,  for  an  instant,  look  thoughtful,  almost  moody. 

King.  "  Louis  XIV.,  possessing  more  judgment  than  clever- 
"  ness  (esprit)^  looked  out  more  for  the  former  quality  than  for  the 
"  latter.  It  was  men  of  genius  that  he  wanted,  and  foimd.  It 
"  could  not  be  said  that  Comeille,  Bossuet,  Racine,  and  Conde 
"  were  people  of  the  clever  sort  (des  hommes  d*esprit).^ 

Ego.  "  On  the  whole,  there  is  that  in  the  Coimtry  which 
"  really  deserves  to  be  happy.  It  is  asserted  that  your  Majesty 
"  has  said,  If  one  would  have  a  fine  dream,  one  must — ^" 

King.  "  Yes,  it  is  true, — ^be  King  of  France." 

Ego.  "  If  Francis  I.  and  Henri  IV.  had  come  into  the  world 
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"  after  your    Majesty,   they  would   have  said,   ^  be  King  of 

"Prussia.'" 

King.  "Tell  me,  pray,  is  there  no  citeable  Writer  left  in 
"France?" 

'  This  made  me  laugh ;  the  King  asked  the  reason.     I  told 

*  him,  He  reminded  me  of  the  Russe  a  Paris^  that  charming 

*  little  piece  of  verse  of  M.  de  Voltaire's ;  and  we  remembered 

*  charming  things  out  of  it,  which  made  us  both  laugh.   He  said, 

King.  "  I  have  sometimes  heard  the  Prince  de  Conti  spoken 
"  of :  what  sort  of  man  is  he  ?" 

Ego.  "  He  is  a  man  composed  of  twenty  or  thirty  men.  He 
"  is  proud,  he  is  affable," — ^he  is  fiddle,  he  is  diddle  (in  the  see- 
saw epigrammatic  way,  for  a  page  or  more) ;  and  is  not  worth 
pen  and  ink  from  us,  since  the  time  old  Marshal  Traun  got  us 
rid  of  him, — ^home  across  the  Rhine,  full  speed,  with  Croats 
sticking  on  his  skirts.^^ 

*This  portrait  seemed  to  amuse  the  King.  One  had  to 
^  captivate  him  by  some  piquant  detail ;  without  that,  he  would 

*  escape  you,  give  you  no  time  to  speak.     The  success  generally 

*  began  by  the  first  words,  no  matter  how  vague,  of  any  con- 
^  versation ;  these  he  found  means  to  make  interesting ;  and 
^  what,  generally,  is  mere  talk  about  the  weather,  became  at 
'  once  sublime ;   and  one   never  heard  anything  vulgar  from 

*  him.  He  ennobled  everything ;  and  the  examples  of  Greeks 
^  and  Eomans,  or  of  modern  Generals,  soon  dissipated  every- 
^  thing  of  what,  with  others,  would  have  remained  trivial  and 
^  commonplace. 

"  Have  you  ever,"  said  he,  "  seen  such  a  rain  as  yesterday's  ? 
"  Your  orthodox  CathoUcs  will  say,  *  That  comes  of  ha\'ing  a 
"  man  without  religion  among  us :  what  are  we  to  do  with  this 
"  cursed  (maudit)  King;  a  Protestant  at  lowest?'  For  I  really 
"  think  I  brought  you  bad  luck.  Your  soldiers  would  be  saying, 
"  ^  Peace  we  have;  and  still  is  this  devil  of  a  man  to  trouble 
"usT" 

Ego.  "  Certainly,  if  your  Majesty  was  the  cause,  it  is  very 
"  bad.  Such  a  thing  is  only  permitted  to  Jupiter,  who  has 
"  always  good  reasons  for  everything ;  and  it  would  have  been 
«  Suprd,  iv.  159. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  [Book  XXT. 

3d.7tii  Sept.  1770. 
"  in  his  fashion,  after  destroying  the  one  set  by  fire,  to  set  about 
"  destroying  the  others  by  water.  However,  the  fire  is  at  an 
"  end ;  and  I  did  not  expect  to  revert  to  it." 

King.  "  I  ask  your  pardon  for  ha\ang  plagued  yon  so  often 
"  with  that ;  I  regret  it  for  the  sake  of  all  mankind.  But  what  a 
"  fine  Apprenticeship  of  War  I  I  have  committed  errors  enough 
"  to  teach  you  young  people,  all  of  you,  to  do  better.  Mon 
"  Dieu^  how  I  love  your  grenadiers  I  How  well  they  defiled  in 
"  my  presence  I  If  the  god  Mars  ■  were  raising  a  bodyguard 
"  for  himself,  I  should  advise  him  to  take  them  hand  over  head. 
"  Do  you  know  I  was  well  pleased  (bien  content)  with  the  Kaiser 
"  last  night  at  supper?  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  to  me  about 
^  Liberty  of  the  Press,  and  the  Troubling  of  Consciences  {la, 
"  g^ne  des  consciences)  1  There  will  be  bits  of  difference  between 
"  his  worthy  Ancestors  and  him,  on  some  points  !*' 

Ego.  "I  am  persuaded,  he  will  entertain  no  prejudices  on 
"  anything ;  and  that  your  Majesty  will  be  a  great  Book  of  In- 
"  struction  to  him.** 

King.  "  How  adroitly  he  disapproved,  without  appearing  to 
**  mean  anything,  the  ridiculous  Vienna  Censorship ;  and  the 
"  too  great  fondness  of  his  Mother  (without  naming  her)  for 
"  certain  things  which  only  make  hypocrites.  By  the  bye,  she 
"  must  detest  you,  that  High  Ladyf 

Ego.  "  Well,  then,  not  at  all.  She  has  sometimes  lectured 
"  me  about  my  strayings,  but  very  maternally :  she  is  sorry  for 
'^  me,  and  quite  sure  that  I  shall  return  to  the  right  path.  She 
"  said  to  me,  some  time  ago,  *  I  don't  know  how  you  do,  you  are 
"  the  intimate  friend  of  Father  Griffet ;  the  Bishop  of  Neustadt 
"  has  always  spoken  well  of  you ;  likewise  the  Archbishop  of 
"  Malines ;  and  the  Cardinal"  (name  not  known  to  me,  dignity 
and  red  hat  sufficiently  visible)  "loves  you  much.'" 

'  Wliy  cannot  I  remember  the  hundred  luminous  things  which 

*  escaped  the  King  in  this  conversation  I     It  lasted  till  the  trum- 
^  pet  at  Headquarters  announced  dinner.   The  King  went  to  take 

*  his  place ;  and  I  think  it  was  on  this  occasion  that,  some  one 

*  having  asked  why  M.  de  Ijoudon  had  not  come  yet,  he  said, 
"  That  is  not  his  custom :  formerly  he  often  arrived  before  me. 
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^^  Please  let  him  take  this  place  next  me ;  I  would  rather  have 
"  him  at  my  side  than  opposite.'* 

That  is  very  pretty.  And  a  better  authority  gives  it,  The 
King  said  to  Loudon  himself,  on  Loudon's  entering,  ^^Mettez-^vaus 
**  auprka  de  moiy  M,  de  Loudon  ;  faime  mieux  vous  avoir  h  c6tS  de 
^  moi  que  t?w-A-t7M."     He  was  very  kind  to  Loudon ;  '  constantly 

*  called  him  ^  M.U  FeldmarichoT '  (delicate  hint  of  what  should 
have  been,  but  was  not  for  seven  years  yet) ;  ^and,  at  parting, 
^  gave  him'  (as  he  did  to  Lacy  also)  *  two  superb  horses,  magni- 

*  ficently  equipped.'*' 

'Another  day,'  continues  Prince  de  Ligne,  'the  Manoeuvres 
'  being  over  in  good  time,  there  was  a  Concert  at  the  Kaiser's. 
'  Notwithstanding  the  King^s  taste  for  music,  he  was  pleased  to 
'  give  me  the  preference ;  and  came  where  I  was,  to  enchant  me 
'  with  the  magic  of  his  conversation,  and  the  brilliant  traits,  gay 
'  and  bold,  which  characterise  him.  He  asked  me  to  name  the 
'  general  and  particular  Officers  who  were  present,  and  to  tell 
'  him  those  who  had  served  imder  Marshal  Traun :  "  For,  enfinP 
he  said, ''  as  I  think  I  have  told  you  already,  he  is  my  Master; 
**  he  corrected  me  in  the  Schooling  I  was  at." 

Ego.  ''  Your  Majesty  was  veiy  ungrateful,  then ;  you  never 
**  paid  him  his  lessons.  If  it  was  as  your  Majesty  says,  you 
^  should,  at  least,  have  allowed  him  to  beat  you ;  and  I  do  not 
^  remember  that  you  ever  did." 

King.  "  I  did  not  get  beaten,  because  I  did  not  fight." 

Ego.  ^^  It  is  in  this  manner  that  the  greatest  Generals  have 
^  often  conducted  their  wars  against  each  other.  One  has  only 
"  to  look  at  the  two  Campaigns  of  M.  de  Montecuculi  and  M.  de 
"  Tuienne,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Rench"  (Strasburg  Country, 
1674  and  1675,  two  celebrated  Campaigns,  Turenne  killed  by  a 
cannon-shot  in  the  last). 

King.  "Between  Traun  and  the  former  there  is  not  much 
'*  difference ;  but  what  a  difference,  bon  Dieuy  between  the  latter 
«  and  me  1" 

^  I  named  to  him  the  Count  d' Althan,  who  had  been  Adju- 
'  tant-General,  and  the  Count  de  Pellegrini.  He  asked  me  twice 

*•  Pezd,  Vie  efe  Loudon^  iL  29. 
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*  which  was  which,  from  the  distance  we  were  at ;  and  said,  He 

*  was  so  short-sighted  I  must  excuse  him. 

EgOn  "  Nevertheless,  Sire,  in  the  War  your  sight  was  good 
"  enough ;  and,  if  I  remember  right,  it  reached  very  far  I" 

King.  "  It  was  not  I ;  it  was  my  glass." 

Ego.  "Ha,  I  should  have  liked  to  find  that  glass; — but  I 
"  fear  it  would  have  suited  my  eyes  as  little  as  Scanderbeg's 
"  sword  my  arm." 

'  I  forget  how  the  conversation  changed ;  but  I  know  it  grew 
'  so  free  that,  seeing  somebody  coming  to  join  in  it,  the  King 
^  warned  him  to  take  care ;  that  it  wasn't  safe  to  converse  with 
'  a  man  doomed  by  the  theologians  to  Everlasting  Fire.  I  felt 
^  as  if  he  somewhat  overdid  this  of  liis  "  being  doomed,"  and  that 
'  he  boasted  too  much  of  it.  Not  to  hint  at  the  dishonesty  of 
^  these  free-thinking  gentlemen  {ineaskurs  les  esprits  forU)^  who 

*  very  often  are  thoroughly  afraid  of  the  Devil,  it  is,  at  least,  bad 
^  taste  to  make  display  of  such  things :  and  it  was  with  the  people 
^  of  bad  taste  whom  he  has  had  about  him,  such  as  a  Jordan, 
^  a  D'Argens,  !Maupertuis,  La  Beaumelle,  La  Mettrie,  Abbe  de 

*  Prades,  and  some  dull  sceptics  of  his  own  Academy,  that  he 
^  had  acquired  the  habit  of  mocking  at  BeUgion ;  and  of  talking 
^  (de  parler)  Dogma,  Spinozism,  Court  of  Rome,  and  the  like. 

*  In  the  end,  I  didn't  always  answer  when  he  touched  upon  it. 
^  I  now  seized  a  moment's  interval,  while  he  was  using  his  hand- 
^  kerchief,  to  speak  to  him  about  some  business,  in  connexion 
^  with  the  Circle  of  Westphalia,  and  a  little  Comt^  InimMiaC 
(County  holding  direct  of  the  Reich)  ^  which  I  have  there.    The 

*  King  answered  me :  "  I,  for  my  part,  will  do  anj^ing  you 
"  wish ;  but  what  thinks  the  other  Director,  my  comrade,  the 
"  Elector  of  Cologne,  about  it?" 

Ego.  "I  was  not  aware.  Sire,  that  you  were  an  Ecclesiastical 
"  Elector." 

King.  "I  am  so ;  at  least  on  my  Protestant  account." 

Ego.  "  That  is  not  to  our  account's  advantage  1  Those  good 
"  people  of  mine  believe  your  Majesty  to  be  their  protector." 

^  He  continued  asking  me  the  names  of  persons  he  saw.    I 

*  was  telling  him  those  of  a  number  of  young  Princes  who  had 

*  lately  entered  the  Service,  and  some  of  whom  gave  hopes. 
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"  That  may  be,"  said  he ;  "  but  I  think  the  breed  of  the  govern- 
"  ing  races  ought  to  be  crossed.  I  like  the  children  of  love :  look 
"  at  the  Mar^chal  de  Saxe,  and  my  own  Anhalt"  (severe  Adju- 
tant von  Anhalt,  a  bastard  of  Prinz  Gustav,  the  Old-Dessauer^s 
Heir-Apparent,  who  begot  a  good  many  bastards,  but  died  before 
inheriting :  bastards  were  brought  up,  all  of  them  to  soldiering, 
by  their  Uncles, — this  one  by  Uncle  Moritz ;  was  thrown  from 
his  horse  eight  years  liencCj  to  the  great  joy  of  many) ;  "  though 
"  I  am  afraid  that  sinc^'  (mark  this  sincej  alas !)  "  his  fall  on  his 
"  head,  that  latter  is  not  so  good  as  formerly.  I  should  be 
"  grieved  at  it,^^  botli  for  his  sake  and  for  mine ;  he  is  a  man 
«  full  of  talents." 

'  I  am  glad  to  remember  this ;  for  I  have  heard  it  said  by 
^  silly  slanderous  people  {sots  denigrants\  who  accuse  the  King 

*  of  Prussia  of  insensibility,  that  he  was  not  touched  by  the  acci- 
'  dent  which  happened  to  the  man  he  seemed  to  love  most.    Too 

*  happy  if  one  had  only  said  that  of  him !  He  was  supposed  to 
^  be  jealous  of  the  merit  of  Schwerin  and  of  Keith,  and  delighted 

*  to  have  got  them  killed.     It  is  thus  that  mediocre  people  seek 

*  to  lower  great  men,  to  diminish  the  immense  space  that  lies 
'  between  themselves  and  such. 

*  Out  of  politeness,  the  King,  and  his  Suite  as  well,  had  put 

*  on  white'  (Austrian)  '  Uniforms,  not  to  bring  back  on  us  that 
'  blue  which  we  had  so  often  seen  in  war.  He  looked  as  though 
'  he  belonged  to  our  Army  and  to  the  Kaiser's  suite.   There  was, 

*  in  this  Visit,  I  believe,  on  both  sides,  a  little  personality,  some 

*  distrust,  and  perhaps  a  beginning  of  bitterness ; — as  always 
'  happens,  says  Philippe  de  Comines,  when  Sovereigns  meet.  The 
^  King  took  Spanish  snuff,  and  brushing  it  off  with  his  hand  from 

*  his  coat  as  well  as  he  could,  he  said,  "  I  am  not  clean  enough 
"  for  you,  Messieurs ;  I  am  not  worthy  to  wear  your  colours." 
^  The  air  with  which  he  said  this,  made  me  think  he  would  yet 

*  soil  them  with  powder,  if  the  opportunity  arose. 

*  I  forgot  a  little  Incident  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
^  setting  off  {/aire  vahir)  the  two  Monai'chs  to  each  other,' — 

^  Not  for  eight  years  yet,  mmi  Prince,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  Adjutant 
Ton  Anhalt  did,  in  reality,  get  this  fall,  and  damaging  hurt  on  the 
head,  in  the  "Bavarian  War"  (nick>named  Kartoffel-Krieg,  "Potato- 
War"),  1778-9.    Militair-Lexikon,  i.  69  :  see  Preuss,  ii.  356,  iv.  678 ;  &c. 
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(Incident,  about  the  King^s  high  opinion  of  the  Kaiser^s  drill- 
sergeantry  in  this  day's  manoeuvres,  and  how  I  was  the  happy- 
cause  of  the  Kaiser's  hearing  it  himself :  Incident  omissible ;  as 
the  whole  Sequel  is,  except  a  sentence  or  two). — 

*  *  ^  On  this  Neustadt  occasion,  the  King  was  sometimes 
^  too  ceremonious ;  which  annoyed  the  ICaiser.  For  instance, — 
^  I  know  not  whether  meaning  to  show  himself  a  disciplined 

*  Elector  of  the  Reich,  but  so  it  was, — ^whenever  the  Kaiser  put 

*  his  foot  in  stirrup,  the  King  was  sure  to  take  his  Majesty's 
^  horse  by  the  bridle,  stand  respectfully  waiting  the  £[aiser^s  right 
'  foot,  and  fit  it  into  its  stirrup :  and  so  with  every  thing  else. 
^  The  Kaiser  had  the  more  sincere  appearance,  in  testifying  his 
^  great  respect;  like  that  of  a  young  Prince  to  an  aged  King^  and 

*  of  a  young  Soldier  to  the  greatest  of  Captains.'     *     * 

*  Sometimes  there  were  appearances  of  cordiality  between 
'  the  two  Sovereigns.  One  saw  that  Friedrich  II.  loved  Jo- 
^  seph  n.,  but  that  the  preponderance  of  the  Empire,  and  the 

*  contact  of  Bohemia  and  Silesia,  a  good  deal  barred  the  senti- 

*  ments  of  King  and  Kaiser.  You  remember.  Sire'  (Ex-Sire  of 
Poland),  *  their  Letters^  (readers  shall  see  them,  in  1778, — or 
rather  refuse  to  see  them  I)  ^  on  the  subject  of  Bavaria ;  their 

*  compliments,  the  explanations  they  had  with  regard  to  their 
^  intentions ;  all  carried  on  with  such  politeness ;  and  that  from 

*  politeness  to  politeness,  the  King  ended  by  invading  Bohemia.' 

Well,  here  is  legible  record,  with  something  really  of  por- 
traiture in  it,  valuable  so  far  as  it  goes ;  record  unique  on  this 
subject ; — and  substantially  true,  though  inexact  enough  in  de- 
tails. Thus,  even  in  regard  to  that  of  Anhalt's  fieady  which  is 
so  impossible  in  this  First  Dialogue,  Friedrich  did  most  probably 
say  something  of  the  kind,  in  a  Second  which  there  is,  of  date 
1780;  of  which  latter  De  Ligne  is  here  giving  account  as  weU, 
— though  we  have  to  postpone  it  till  its  time  come. 

At  this  Neustadt  Interview  there  did  something  of 
Political  occur;  and  readers  ought  to  be  shown  exactly 
what,  Kaunitz  had  come  with  the  Kaiser;  and  this 
something  was  intended  as  the  real  business  among  the 
gaieties  and  galas  at  Neustadt.  Poland,  or  its  Farce- 
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Tragedy  now  playing,  was  not  once  mentioned  that  I 
hear  of;  though  perhaps,  as  aJleMle  ludihrium^  it  might 
turn  up  for  moments  in  dinner-conversation  or  the  like : 
but  the  astonishing  Russian-Turk  War,  which  has  sprung 
out  of  Poland,  and  has  already  filled  Stamboul  and  its 
Divans  and  Muftis  with  mere  horror  and  amazement; 
and,  in  fact,  has  brought  the  Grand  Turk  to  the  giddy 
rim  of  the  Abyss ;  nothing  but  ruin  and  destruction 
visible  to  him :  this,  beyond  all  other  things  whatever, 
is  occupying  these  high  heads  at  present ; — and  indeed 
the  two  latest  bits  of  Russian- Turk  news  have  been  of 
such  a  blazing  character  as  to  occupy  all  the  world 
more  or  less.  Readers,  some  glances  into  the  Turk  War, 
I  grieve  to  say,  are  become  inevitable  to  us ! 

Russian-Turh  War^  First  Two  Campaigns. 

*  October  6thy  1768,  Turks  declare  War;  Russian  Ambassador 

*  thrown  into  the  Seven  Towers  as  a  preliminary,  where  he  sat 

*  till  Peace  came  to  be  needed.  March  23rf,  1769,  Display  their 
^  Banner  of  Mahomet,  all  in  paroxysm  of  Fanaticism  risen  to  the 
^  burning-point :  "  Under  pain  of  death,  No  Giaour  of  you  ap- 

*  pear  on  the  streets,  nor  even  look  out  of  window,  this  day  T — 

*  Austrian  Ambassador's  Wife,  a  beautiful  gossamer  creature, 
^  venturing  to  transgress  on  that  point,  was  torn  from  her  car- 

*  riage  by  tlie  Populace,  and  with  difficulty  saved  from  destruc- 
^tion:  Brother  of  the  Son  and  Moon,  apologising  afterwards 
^  down  to  the  very  shoe-tie,  is  forgiven. 

First  Campaign;  1769.  ^ April  26<A-30<A,  Galitzin  versus 
'  Choczim ;  can't,  having  no  provender  or  powder.  Falls  back 
^  over  Dniester  again, — overhears  that  extraordinary  Dream^  as 
^  above  recited,  betokening  great  rumour  in  Kussian  Society 
^  against  such  Purblind  Commanders-in-Chief.     Purblind  versx^s 

*  Blind  is  fine  play,  nevertheless ;  wait,  only  wait : 

^July  2dy  Galitzin  slowly  gets  on  the  advance  again:  150,000 

*  Turks,  still  slower,  are  at  last  across  the  Donau  (sharp  enough 
^  French  Officers  among  them,  agents  of  Choiseul ;  but  a  mass 
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*  incurably  chaotic) ; — furiously  intending  towards  Poland  and 

*  extermination  of  the  Giaour.     Do  not  reach  Dniester  River  till 

*  September,  and  look  across  on  Poland, — for  the  first  time,  and 

*  also  for  the  last,  in  this  War.     September  Vlth :  Weather  has 

*  been  rainy ;  Dniester,  were  Galitzin  nothing,  is  very  difficult  for 
'  Turks ;  who  try  in  two  places,  but  cannot.**     In  a  third  place 

*  (name  not  given,  perhaps  has  no  name),  about  12,000  of  them 
^  are  across ;  when  Dniester,  raging  into  flood,  carries  away  their 
^  one  Bridge,  and  leaves  the  12,000  isolated  there.  Purblind 
^  Galitzin,  on  express  order,  does  attack  these  12,000  (night  of 

*  September  17th-18th)  : — "  Hiurah"  of  the  devouring  Russians 

*  about  midnight,  hoarse  shriek  of  the  doomed  12,000,  wail  of 

*  their  brethren  on  the  southern  shore,  who  cannot  help : — night 

*  of  horrors  "  from  midnight  till  2  a.m.  ;"  and  the  12,000  mas- 

*  sacred  or  captive,  every  man  of  them ;  Russian  loss  600  killed 

*  and  wounded.  Whereupon  the  Turk  Army  bursts  into  unani- 
^  mous  insanity ;  and  flows  home  in  deliquimn  of  ruin.  Choczim 
^  is  got  on  the  terms  already  mentioned  (15  sick  men  and  women 

*  lying  in  it,  and  184  bronze  cannon,  when  we  boat  across) ;  Turk 
^  Airmy  can  by  no  effort  be  brought  to  halt  anywhere ;  flows 

*  across  the  Donau,  disappears  into  Chaos : — and  the  whole  of 

*  Moldavia  is  conquered  in  this  cheap  manner.    Wliat  perhaps 

*  is  still  better,  Galitzin  (28th  September)  is  thrown  out ;  Ro- 
^  manzow,  hitherto  Commander  of  a  second  smaller  Army,  kind 

*  of  covering  wing  to  Galitzin,  is  Chief  for  Second  Campaign. 

'  In  the  Humber,  this  Winter,  to  the  surprise  of  incredulous 

*  mankind,  a  Russian  Fleet  drops  anchor  for  a  few  days :  actual 
'  Russian  Fleet  intending  for  the  Greek  waters,  for  Monten^^ 
^  and  intermediate  errands,  to  conclude  vrith  "  Liberation  of 
^  Greece  next  Spring," — so  grandiose  is  this  Czarina.^ 

Second  Campaign;  1770.   ^Tliis  is  the  flower  of  Anti-Turk 

*  Campaigns, — ^victorious,  to  a  blazing  pitch,  both  by  land  and 

*  sea.    Romanzow,  master  of  Moldavia,  goes  upon  Wallachia,  and 

*  the  new  or  rehabilitated  Tiu'k  Army ;  and  has  an  almost  gratis 

*  bargain  of  both.     Romanzow  has  some  good  Officers  tmder 

*  him  ("  Brigadier  Stoffeln,"  much  more  "  General  Tottleben," 
"  General  Bauer,"   once   Colonel  Bauer  of  the  Wesel  Free- 

«  Hermann,  v.  611-613.  *•  Ibid.  v.  617. 
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*  Corps, — ^many  of  the  Superior  Officers  seem  to  be  German, 
^  others  have  Swedish  or  Danish  names) ; — ^better  Officers ;  and 

*  knows  better  how  to  use  them  than  Galitzin  did.  August  1st, 
^  Romanzow  has  a  Battle,  called  of  Kaghul,  in  Pruth  Countr3% 

*  That  is  his  one  " Battle"  this  Summer;  and  brings  him  Ismail, 
^  Akkerman,  all  Wallachey,  and  no  Turks  left  in  those  parts. 
^  But  first  let  us  attend  to  sea-matters,  and  the  Liberation  of 
^  Greece,  which  precede  in  time  and  importance. 

*  "  Liberation  of  Greece :"   an  actual  Fleet,  steering  from 
^  Oronstadt  to  the  Dardanelles  to  liberate  Greece !    The  sound 

*  of  it  kindles  all  the  warm  heads  in  Europe ;  especially  Vol- 

*  taire's,  which,  though  covered  with  the  snow  of  age,  is  still 

*  warm  internally  on  such  points.    Als  to  liberating  Greece,  Vol- 

*  taire's  hopes  were  utterly  balked ;  but  the  Fleet  from  Oron- 

*  stadt  did  amazing  service  otherwise  in  those  waters.  February 
'  28(A,  1770,  first  squadron  of  the  Russian  Fleet  anchors  at  Pas- 
^  sawa, — ^not  far  from  Calamata,  in  the  Gulf  of  Ooron,  on  the 

*  antique  Peloponnesian  coast ;  Sparta  on  your  right  hand,  Arcadia 

*  on  your  left,  and  so  many  excellent  Ghosts  (?^0«/uoi  "^vxai)  of 
^  Heroes  looking  on : — Russian  squadron  has  four  big  ships,  three 
^  frigates,  more  soon  to  follow :  on  board  there  are  arms  and 
^  munitions  of  war ;  but  unhappily  only  500  soldiers.    Admiral- 

*  in-Chief  (not  yet  come  up)  is  AJexei  Orlof ,  a  brother  of  Lover 
^  Gregory's,  an  extremely  worthless  seaman  and  man.  Has  under 
^  him  "  many  Danes,  a  good  few  English  too,"— especially  Three 

*  English  Officers,  whom  we  shall  hear  of,  when  Alexei  and  they 
^  come  up.  Meanwhile,  on  the  Peloponnesian  coast  are  modem 
^  Spartans,  to  the  number  of  15,000,  all  sitting  ready,  expect- 
^  ing  the  Russian  advent :  these  rose  duly ;  got  Russian  muskets, 

*  cartridges,  —  only  two  Russian  Officers:  —  and  attacked  the 

*  Turks  with  considerable  fury  or  voracity,  but  with  no  success 
'  of  the  least  solidity.  Were  foiled  here,  driven  out  there ;  in 
^  fine,  were  utterly  beaten,  Russians  and  they :  lost  Tripolizza, 
'  by  surprise ;  whereupon  (April  19th)  the  Russians  withdrew  to 
^  their  Fleet ;  and  the  Affair  of  Greece  was  at  an  end.^    It  had 

*  lasted  (28th  February — 19th  April)  seven  weeks  and  a  day. 
'  The  Russians  retired  to  their  Fleet,  with  little  loss ;  and  rode 

^  Hermann,  v.  621. 
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^  at  their  ease  again,  in  Navarino  Bay.  But  the  15,000  modem 
^  Spartans  had  nothing  to  retire  to, — ^these  had  to  retire  into  ex- 
^  tinction,  expulsion,  and  the  throat  of  Moslem  vengeance,  which 
^  was  frightfully  bloody  and  inexorable  on  them. 

^  Greece  having  failed,  the  Russian  Fleet,  now  in  complete 

*  tale,  made  for  Turkey,  for  Constantinople  itself.  "  Into  the 
<  very  Dardanelles"  they  say  they  will  go ;  an  Englishman  among 
^  them, — Captain  Mphinstone,  a  dadiing  seaman,  if  perhaps  rather 

*  noisy,  whom  Bulhi^  is  not  blind  to, — has  been  heard  to  declare, 
^  at  least  in  his  cups:  ^^Dardanelles  impossible?    Pshaw,  I  will 

*  do  it,  as  easily  as  diink  this  glass  of  wine  T'  Alexei  Orlof 
^  is  a  Sham-Admiral ;  but  under  him  are  real  SearOfficers,  one 

*  or  two. 

^  In  the  Turkic  Fleet,  it  seems,  there  is  an  Ex-Algerine, 
^  Hassan-Bey,  of  some  capacity  in  sea-noatters ;  but  he  is  not  in 
^  chief  c(»nmand,  only  in  second;  and  can  accomplish  nothing. 

*  The  Turkish  Fleet,  numerous  but  rotten,  retires  daily, — ^through 

*  the  famed  Cyclades,  and  Isles  of  Greece,  Paros,  Naxos,  apoca- 
^  lyptic  Patmos,  on  to  Scio  (old  Chios  of  the  wines) ;  and  on  July 
^  5th,  takes  refuge  behind  Scio,  between  Scio  and  the  Coast 

*  of  Smyrna,  in  Tchesme  Bay.  "  Safe  here  1"  thinks  the  chief 
^  Turk  AdmiraL  ^^Yery  far  from  safe!"  remonstrates  Hassan; 
^  though  to  no  purpose.  And  privately  puts  the  question  to  him- 
^  self,  ^^  Have  these  Giaours  a  real  Admiral  among  them,  or,  like 
^us,  a  sham  one?" 

Tchesme  Bai/y  1th  July  1770.  ^  Nothing  can  be  more  ima- 
'  ginary  than  Alexei  Orlof  as  an  Admiral :  but  he  has  a  Cap- 
^  tain  Elphinstone,  a  Captain  Gregg,  a  Lieutenant  Dugdale;  and 
^  these  determine  to  bum  poor  Hassan  and  his  whole  Fleet  in 

*  Tchesme  here : — and  do  it  totally,  night  of  July  7th ;  witli 
^  one  single  fireship;  Dugdale  steering  it;  Gregg  behind  him, 

*  to  support  with  broadsides ;  Elphinstone  ruling  and  contriv- 
^  ing,  still  faiths  to  rear;  helpless  Turk  Fleet  able  to  make  no 
'  debate  whatever.  Such  a  blaze  of  conflagration  on  the  help- 
^  less  Turks  as  sh(Mie  over  all  the  world — one  of  Rulhiere's  finest 

*  fireworks,  with  little  shot ; — ^the  light  of  which  was  still  dazzling 

*  mankind  while  the  Interview  at  Neustadt  took  place.     Turk 

*  Fleet,  fifteen  ships,  nine  frigates,  and  above  8,000  men,  gone 
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'  to  gases  and  to  black  cinders, — Hassan  hardly  escaping  with  I 

*  forget  how  many  score  of  wounds  and  bruises.*® 

"Now  for  the  Dardanelles,"  said  Elphinstone:  "bombard 
^  Constantinople,  stance  it, — to  death,  or  to  what  terms  you 
^wilir  "Cannot  be  done;  too  dangero.us;  impossible!"  an- 
'  swered  the  sham  Admiral,  quite  in  a  tremor,  they  say; — 
^  which  at  length  fiUed  the  measure  of  Elphinstone's  disgusts 
^  with  such  a  Fleet  and  Admiral.     Indignant  Elphinstone  with- 

*  drew  to  his  own  ship,  "  Adieu,  Sham-Admiral !" — sailed  with 
'  his  own  ship,  through  the  impossible  Dardanelles  (Turk  batte- 
^  ries  firing  one  huge  block  of  granite  at  him,  which  missed ;  then 
^  needing  about  forty  minutes  to  load  again) ;  feat  as  easy  to 
'  Elphinstone  as  this  glass  of  wine.  In  sight  of  Constantinople, 
'  Ellphinstone,  furthermore,  called  for  his  tea;  took  his  tea  on 
'  deck,  under  flourishing  of  all  his  drum^  and  all  his  trumpets : 
^  tea  done,  sailed  out  again  scathless ;  instantly  threw  up  his 
^  command, — ^and  at  Petersburg,  soon  after,  in  taking  leave  of 
*'  the  Czarina,  signified  to  her,  in  language  perhaps  too  plain,  or 

*  perhaps  only  too  painfully  true,  some  Naval  facts  which  were 

*  not  welcome  in  that  high  quarter.'^  This  remarkable  Elphiur 
stone  I  take  to  be  some  junior  or  irregular  Balmerino  scion; 
but  could  never  much  hear  of  him  except  in  Rulhiere^  where, 
on  vague,  somewhat  theatrical  terms,  he  figures  as  above. 

*  AitgtLBt  Isty  Komanzow  has  a  "  Battle  of  Kaghul,"  so  they 
^  call  it ;  though  it  is  a  "  Slaughtery"  or  Schlachterei,  rather  than 

*  a  "  Slaught"  or  Schlaclitj  say  my  German  friends.  Kaghul  is 
'  not  a  specific  place,  but  a  longish  river,  a  branch  of  the  Pruth ; 

*  under  screen  of  which  the  Grand  Turk  Army,  100,000  strongs 

*  with  100,000  Tartars  as  second  line,  has  finally  taken  posi- 

*  tion,  and  fortified  itself  with  earthworks  and  abundant  cannon. 

*  August  Istj  1770,  Komanzow,  after  study  and  advising,  feels 

*  prepared  for  this  Grand  Army  and  its  earthworks :  with  a 

*  select  20,000,  under  select  captains,  Romanzow,  after  night- 

*  fall,  bursts  in  upon  it,  simultaneously  on  three  different  points ; 

*  and  gains,  gratis  or  nearly  so,  such  a  victory  as  was  never  heard 

*  of  before.    The  Turks,  on  their  earthworks,  had  140  cannons ; 

*  these  the  Turk  gunners  fired  off  two  times,  and  fled,  leaving 

"  Hermann,  v.  623.  »  Enlhi^  iii,  476-609. 
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^  them  for  RomanzoVs  uses.  The  Turk  cavalry  then  tried  if 
^  they  could  not  make  some  attempt  at  charging ;  found  they 
^  could  not ;  whirled  back  upon  their  infantry ;  set  it  also  whirl- 

*  ing :  and  in  a  word,  the  whole  200,000  whirled,  without  blow 
^  struck ;  and  it  was  a  universal  panic  rout,  and  delirious  stam- 
^  pede  of  flight,  which  never  paused  (the  very  garrisons  emptying 
^  themselves,  and  joining  in  it)  till  it  got  across  the  Donau  again, 

*  and  drew  breath  there,  not  to  rally  or  stand,  but  to  run  rather 

*  slower.     And  had  left  Wallachia,  Bessarabia,  Dniester  river, 

*  Donau  river,  swept  clear  of  Turks ;  all  RomanzoVs  hence- 
'  forth.  To  such  astonishment  of  an  in\^ncible  Grand  Turk,  and 
^  of  his  Moslem  Populations,  fallen  on  such  a  set  of  Giaours, — 
^  ("  AUah  Kerinij  And  cannot  we  abolish  them,  then  I"  Not  we 
^  theniy  it  would  appear  1), — ^as  every  reader  can  imagine.'  Which 
shall  suffice  every  reader  here,  in  regard  to  the  Turk  War,  and 
what  concern  he  has  in  the  extremely  brutish  phenomenon. 

Tchesme  fell  out,  July  7th ;  Elphinstone  has  hardly 
done  his  tea  in  the  Dardanelles,  when  (August  1st)  this 
of  Kaghul  follows :  both  would  be  fresh  news  blazing  in 
every  head,  while  the  Dialogues  between  Friedrich  and 
Kaunitz  were  going  on.  For  they  ^  had  many  dialogues,' 
Friedrich  says;  'and  one  of  the  days'  (probably  Sep- 
tember 6th)  was  mainly  devoted  to  Politics,  to  deep 
private  Colloquy  with  Kaunitz.  Of  which,  and  of  the 
great  things  that  followed  out  of  it,  I  will  now  give, 
from  Friedrich's  own  hand,  the  one  entirely  credible 
account  I  have  anjrwhere  met  with  in  writing. 

Friedrich's  account  of  Kaunitz  himself  is  altogether 
life-like:  A  solemn,  arrogant,  mouthing,  brow-beating 
kind  of  man, — embarrassed  at  present  by  the  necessity 
not  to  browbeat,  and  by  the  consciousness  that  "  King 
"  Friedrich  is  the  only  man  who  refuses  to  acknowledge 
"  my  claims  to  distinction  :"*^ — ^a  Kaimitz  whose  arro- 

^  BuMere  (somewhere)  has  heard  this,  as  an  utterance  of  Kaunitz's 
in  some  plaintiye  moment. 
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gances,  qualities  and  clainis,  this  King  is  not  here  to 
notice,  except  as  they  concern  business  on  hand.  He 
says,  '  Kaunitz  had  a  clear  intellect,  greatly  tvristed  by 

*  perversities  of  temper  (un  sens  droit,  V esprit  rempli 
'  de  travers),  especiaUy  by  a  self-conceit  and  arrogance 
'  which  were  boundless.  He  did  not  talk,  but  preach. 
'  At  the  smallest  interruption,  he  would  stop  short  in 
'  indignant  surprise :  it  has  happened  that,  at  the  Coun- 
'  cil-Board  in  Schonbrunn,  when  Imperial  Majesty  her- 
'  self  asked  some  explanation  of  a  word  or  thing  not 
'  understood  by  her,  Kaunitz  made  his  bow  {lui  tira 

*  sa  reverence)^  and  quitted  the  room.'  Good  to  know 
the  nature  of  the  beast.  Listen  to  him,  then,  on  those 
terms,  since  it  is  necessary.  The  Kaunitz  Sermon  was 
of  great  length,  imbedded  in  circumlocutions,  innuendos 
and  diplomatic  cautions;  but  the  gist  of  it  we  gather 
to  have  been  (abridged  into  dialogue  form)  essentially 
as  follows : 

Kaunitz.  "  Dangerous  to  the  repose  of  Europe, 
those  Russian  encroachments  on  the  Turk.  Never 
will  Imperial  Majesty  consent  that  Russia  possess  Mol- 
davia orWallachia;  War  sooner,^ all  things  sooner! 
These  views  of  Russia  are  infinitely  dangerous  to  every- 
body. To  your  Majesty  as  well,  if  I  may  say  so;  and 
no  remedy  conceivable  against  them, — to  me  none 
conceivable,  —  but  this  only.  That  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria join  frankly  in  protest  and  absolute  prohibition 
of  them." 

Friedrich.  "I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
stand  well  with  Austria;  and  always  to  be  her  ally, 
never  her  enemy.  But  the  Prince  sees  how  I  am  situ- 
ated: bound  by  express  Treaty  with  Czarish  Majesty; 
must  go  with  Russia  in  any  War!  What  can  I  do? 
I  can,  and  will  with  all  industry,  labour  to  conciliate 

VOL.  VI.  H  H 
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Czarish  Majesty  and  Imperial;  to  produce,  at  Peters- 
burg, such  a  Peace  with  the  Turks  bs  may  meet  the 
wishes  of  Viemia.  Let  us  hope  it  caa  be  done.  By 
faithful  endeavouring,  on  my  part  and  on  yours,  I  per- 
suade myself  it  can.  Meanwhile,  steadfastly  together, 
we  two !  All  our  little  rubs,  customhouse  squabbles  on 
the  Frontier,  and  suchlike,  why  not  settle  them  here, 
and  now?"  (and  does  so  with  his  Highness.)  "That 
there  be  nothing  but  amity,  helpfulness  and  mutual 
eflfbrt  towards  an  object  so  momentous  to  us  both,  and 
to  all  mankind !" 

Kaunitz.  "  Good  so  far.  And  may  a  not  intolerable 
Turk-Russian  Peace  prove  possible,  without  our  fighting 
for  it !  Meanwhile,  Imperial  Majesty"  (as  she  has  been 
visibly  doing  for  some  time)  "must  continue  massing 
troops  and  requisites  on  the  Hungarian  Frontier,  lest 
the  contrary  happen !" 

This  was  the  result  arrived  at.     Of  which  Friedrich 

*  judged  it  but  polite  to  inform  the  young  Kaiser ;  who 

*  appeared  to  be  grateful  for  this  mark  of  attention, 

*  being  much  held  down  by  Katmitz  in  his  present  state 
'oftutelage.'^^ 

And  by  a  singular  chance,  on  the  very  morrow  there 
arrived  from  the  Divan  (dated  August  12th)  an  Express 
to  Friedrich:  "Mediate  a  Peace  for  us,  with  Eussia; 
not  you  alone,  as  we  have  often  asked,  but  Austria  and 
you!"  For  the  Kaghul  Slaughtery  has  come  on  us; 
Giaour  Elphinstone  has  taken  tea  in  the  Dardanelles; 
and  we  know  not  to  what  hand  to  turn ! — '  The  young 

*  Kaiser  did  not  hide  his  joy  at  this  Overture,  as  Eaunitz 

*  did  his,  which  was  perhaps  still  greater :'  the  Kaiser 
warmly  expressed  his  thanks  to  Friedrich  as  the  Author 
of  it;  Kaunitz,  with  a  lofty  indiflference  {morgue\  and 

«  (Euvre9  de  Frederic,  xxvi.  3Qp 
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nose  in  air  as  over  a  small  matter,  '  merely  signified  his 
approval  of  this  step  which  the  Turks  had  taken.' 

'  Never  was  mediation  undertaken  with  greater  plea- 
sure/ adds  the  King.  And  both  did  proceed  upon  it 
with  all  zeal;  but  only  the  King  as  real  "mediator/' 
or  middte-maii ;  Kaunitz  from  the  first  planting  himself 
immovably  upon  the  Turk  side  of  things,  which  is  like- 
wise the  Austrian ;  and  playing  in  secret  (as  Friedrich 
probably  expected  he  would)  the  strangest  tricks  with 
his  assumed  function. 

So  that  Friedrich  had  to  take  the  burden  of  medi- 
ating altogether  on  himself;  and  month  after  month, 
year  after  year,  it  is  evident  he  prosecutes  the  same 
with  aU  the  industry  and  faculty  that  are  in  him, — in 
intense  desire,  and  in  hope  often  nearly  desperate,  to 
keep  his  two  neighbours'  houses,  and  his  own  and  the 
whole  world  along  with  them,  from  taking  fire.  Apart 
from  their  conflicting  interests,  the  two  Empresses  have 
privately  a  rooted  aversion  to  one  another.  What  with 
Russian  exorbitancy  (a  Czarina  naturally  uplifted  with 
her  Tchesmes  and  Kaghuls) ;  what  with  Austrian  cu- 
pidity, pride,  mulishness,  and  private  trickeiy  of  Kau- 
nitz ;  the  adroit  and  heartily  zealous  Friedrich  never  had 
such  a  bit  of  diplomacy  to  do.  For  many  months  hence, 
in  spite  of  his  intensest  efforts  and  cunningest  appliances, 
no  way  of  egress  visible  :  "  The  imbrogUo  must  catch 
fire!"  At  last  a  way  opens,  "Ha,  at  last  a  way!" — 
then,  for  above  a  twelvemonth  longer,  such  a  guiding 
of  the  purblind  quadrupeds  and  obstinate  Austrian  mules 
into  said  way:  and  for  years  more  such  an  urging  of 
them,  in  pig-driver  fashion,  along  the  same,  tiU  Peace 
did  come ! — 

And  here,  without  knowing  it,  we  have  insensibly 
got  to  the  topmost  summit  of  our  Polish  Business;  one 
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small  step  more,  and  we  shall  be  on  the  brow  of  the 
precipitous  inclined-plane,  down  which  Poland  and  its 
business  go  careering  thenceforth,  down,  down,  —  and 
will  need  but  few  words  more  from  us.  Actual  dis- 
covery of  "  a  way  out"  stands  for  next  Section. 

First,  however,  we  will  notice,  as  prefatory,  a  curious 
occurrence  in  the  Country  of  Zips,  contiguous  to  the 
Hungarian  Frontier.  Zips,  a  pretty  enough  District,  of 
no  great  extent,  had  from  time  immemorial  belonged  to 
Hungary;  till,  above  300  years  ago,  it  was, — ^by  Sigis- 
mund  super  Grammaticam^  a  man  always  in  want  of 
money  (whom  we  last  saw,  in  flaming  colour,  investing 
Friedrich's  Ancestor  with  Brandenburg  instead  of  pay- 
ment for  a  debt  of  money), — ^pledged  to  the  Crown  of 
Poland  for  a  round  sum  to  help  in  Sigismund's  pressing 
occasions.  Redemption  by  pajnment  never  followed ;  at- 
tempt at  redemption  there  had  never  been,  by  Sigismund 
or  any  of  his  successors.  Nay,  one  successor,  in  a  Treaty 
still  extant,^^  expressly  gave  up  the  right  of  redeeming : 
Pledge  forfeited;  a  Zips  belonging  to  Polish  Crown  and 
RepubKc  by  every  law. 

Well ;  Imperial  Majesty,  as  we  have  transiently  seen, 
is  assembling  troops  on  the  Hungarian  Frontier,  for  a 
special  purpose.  Poor  Poland  is,  by  this  time  (1770), 
as  we  also  saw,  sunk  in  Pestilence, — ^pigs  and  dogs  de- 
vouring the  dead  bodies ;  not  a  loaf  to  be  had  for  a  hun- 
dred ducats,  and  the  rage  of  Pestilence  itself  a  mild 
thing  to  that  of  Hunger,  not  to  mention  other  rages. 
So  that  both  Austria  and  Prussia,  in  order  to  keep  out 
Pestilence  at  least,  if  they  cannot  the  other  rages,  have 
had  to  draw  cordons,  or  lines  of  troops,  along  the  Fron- 

«  PrenaB,  iv.  32  (date  1689 ;  pawning  had  been,  1412). 
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tiers.  '  The  Prussian  cordon/  I  am  informed, '  goes  from 
'  Crossen,  by  Frankfurt  northward,  to  the  Weichsel  River 
'  and  border  of  Warsaw  Country ;'  and  '  is  mider  the 
*  command  of  General  Belling,'  our  famous  Anti-Swede 
Hussar  of  former  years.  The  Austrian  cordon  looks  over 
upon  Zips  and  other  Starosties,  on  the  Hungarian  Bor- 
der ;  ^^here,  independently  of  Pestilence,  an  alarmed  and 
indignant  Empress-Queen  has  been  and  is  assembling 
masses  of  troops,  with  what  object  we  know.  Looking 
over  into  Zips  in  these  circumstances,  indignant  Kau- 
nitz  and  Imperial  Majesty,  especially  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, a  youth  always'  passionate  for  territory,  say  to 
themselves,  "  Zips  was  ours,  and  in  a  sense  is  !" — 
and  (precise  date  refused  us,  but  after  Neustadt,  and 
before  Winter  has  quite  come)  pusli  troops  across  into 
Zips  Starosty;  seize  the  whole  Thirteen  Townships  of 
Zips,  and  not  only  these,  but  by  degrees  tract  after 
tract  of  the  adjacencies :  "  Must  have  a  Frontier  to 
our  mind  in  those  parts ;  indefensible  otherwise !"  And 
quietly  set  up  boundary-pillars,  with  the  Austrian  double- 
eagle  stamped  on  them,  and  intimation  to  Zips  and  neigh- 
bourhood. That  it  is  now  become  Austrian,  and  shall 
have  no  part  farther  in  these  PoKsh  Confederatings, 
Pestilences,  rages  of  men,  and  pigs  devouring  dead 
bodies,  but  shall  Uve  quiet  under  the  double-eagle  as 
others  do.  Which  to  Zips,  for  the  moment,  might  be 
a  blessed  change,  welcome  or  otherwise ;  but  which 
awoke  considerable  amazement  in  the  outer  world, — 
very  considerable  in  King  Stanislaus  (to  whom,  on  ap- 
plying, Kaunitz  would  give  no  explanation  the  least 
articulate) ; — and  awoke,  in  the  Russian  Court  especially, 
a  rather  intense  surprise  and  provocation. 
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Prince  Henri  has  been  to  Sweden  ;  is  seen  at  Peters- 
bu7y  in  Masquerade  (on  or  about  Newyear's 
Day  1771) ;  and  does  get  Home,  with  Results 
that  are  important. 

Prince  Henri,  as  we  noticed,  was  not  of  this  Second 
King-and-Kaiser  Interview;  Henri  had  gone  in  the  oppo- 
site direction, — to  Sweden,  on  a  visit  to  his  Sister  Ul- 
rique, — off  for  West  and  North,  just  in  the  same  days 
while  the  King  was  leaving  Potsdam  for  Silesia  and  his 
other  errand  in  the  South-east  parts.  Henri  got  to  Drot- 
tingholm,  his  Sister's  country  Palace  near  Stockholm,  by 
the  '  end  of  August;'  and  was  there  with  Queen  Ulrique 
and  Husband  during  these  Neustadt  manoeuvres.  A 
changed  Queen  Ulrique,  since  he  last  saw  her  '  beautiful 
as  Love,'  whirling  off  in  the  dead  of  night  for  those  re- 
mote Countries  and  destinies.^^  She  is  now  fifty,  or  on 
the  edge  of  it,  her  old  man  sixty, — old  man  dies  within 
few  months.  They  have  had  many  chagrins,  especi- 
ally she,  as  the  prouder,  has  had,  from  their  contuma- 
cious People, — contumacious  Senators  at  least  (strong 
always  both  in  pocket-money  French  or  Russian,  and  in 
tendency  to  insolence  and  folly), — ^who  once,  I  remem- 
ber, demanded  sight  and  count  of  the  Crown-Jewels 
from  Queen  Ulrique:  "There,  voila^  there  are  they!" 
said  the  proud  Queen;  "  view  them,  count  them, — ^lock 
them  up :  never  more  will  I  wear  one  of  them !"  But 
she  has  pretty  Sons  grown  to  manhood,  one  pretty 
Daughter,  a  patient  good  old  Husband;  and  Time,  in 
Sweden  too,  brings  its  roses ;  and  life  is  life,  in  spite  of 
contumacious  bribed  Senators  and  doggeries  that  do 
rather  abound.     Henri  stayed  with  her  six  or  seven 

"  Supra,  iii,  738. 
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weeks;  leaves  Sweden,  middle  of  October  1770, — ^not 
by  the  straight  course  homewards :  "  No,  verily,  and 
well  knew  why!"  shrieks  the  indignant  Polish  world 
on  us  ever  since. 

It  is  not  true  that  Friedrich  had  schemed  to  send 
Henri  round  by  Petersburg.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
the  Czarina,  on  ground  of  old  acquaintanceship,  who  in- 
vited him,  and  asked  his  Brother's  leave  to  do  it.  And 
if  Poland  got  its  fate  from  the  circumstance,  it  was  by 
accident,  and  by  the  fact  that  Poland's  fate  was  drop- 
ripe,  ready  to  fall  by  a  touch. — Before  going  farther, 
here  is  ocular  view  of  the  shrill-minded,  serious  and 
ingenious  Henri,  little  conscious  of  being  so  fateful  a 
man: 

Prince  Henri  in  white  Domino.  *  Prince  Henri  of  Prussia,' 
gays  Kichaxdson,  the  useful  Eye-witness  cited  already,  ^  is  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  Generals  of  the  present  age.  So  great 
are  his  military  talents,  that  his  Brother,  who  is  not  apt  to  pay 
compliments,  says  of  him, — ^that,  in  commanding  an  army,  he 
was  never  known  to  commit  a  fault.  This,  however,  is  hut  a 
negative  kind  of  praise.  He'  (the  King)  ^  reserves  to  himself 
the  glory  of  superior  genius,  which,  though  capable  of  brilliant 
achievements,  is  yet  liable  to  unwary  mistakes ;  and  allows  him 
no  other  than  the  praise  of  correctness. 

*  To  judge  of  Prince  Henri  by  his  appearance,  I  should  form 
no  high  estimate  of  his  abilities.  But  the  Scythian  Ambassa- 
dors judged  in  the  same  manner  of  Alexander  the  Great.  He 
is  under  the  middle  size ;  very  thin ;  he  walks  firmly  enough, 
or  rather  struts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly ;  and  has  Uttle 
dignity  in  his  air  or  gesture.  He  is  dark-complexioned ;  and  he 
wears  his  hair,  which  is  remarkably  thick,  clubbed,  and  dressed 
with  a  high  toupee.  His  forehead  is  high ;  his  eyes  large  and 
blue,  with  a  little  squint ;  and  when  he  smiles,  his  upper  lip  is 
drawn  up  a  little  in  the  middle.  His  look  expresses  sagacity 
and  observation,  but  nothing  very  amiable ;  and  his  manner  is 
grave  and  stiff  rather  than  affable.  He  was  dressed,  when  I 
first  saw  him,  in  a  light-blue  frock,  with  silver  frogs ;  and  wore 
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*  a  red  waistcoat  and  blue  breeches.  He  is  not  very  popular 
^  among  the  Russians ;  and  accordingly  their  wits  are  disposed  to 

*  amuse  themselves  with  his  appearance,  and  particularly  with  his 

*  toupee.     They  say  he  resembles  Samson ;  that  all  his  strength 

*  lies  in  his  hair ;  and  that,  conscious  of  this,  and  recollecting  the 

*  fate  of  the  son  of  Manoah,  he  suffers  not  the  nigh  approaches 

*  of  any  deceitful  Delilah.   They  say  he  is  Hke  the  Comet,  which, 

*  about  fifteen  months  ago,  appeared  so  formidable  in  the  Russian 

*  hemisphere ;  and  which,  exhibiting  a  small  watery  body,  but  a 

*  most  enormous  train,  dismayed  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Po- 

*  tentates  with  "  fear  of  change." 

*  I  saw  him  a  few  nights  ago'  (on  or  about  Newyear^s  Day 
1771 ;  come  back  to  us,  from  his  Tour  to  Moscow,  three  weeks 
before,  and  nothing  but  galas  ever  since)  ^at  a  Masquerade 
^  in  the  Palace,  said  to  be  the  most  magnificent  thing  of  the 

*  kind  ever  seen  at  the  Russian  Court.  Fourteen  large  rooms 
'  and    galleries  were    opened  for  the    accommodation    of  the 

*  masks ;  and  I  was  informed  that  there  were  present  several 

*  thousand  people.  A  great  part  of  the  company  wore  dominos, 
^  or  capuchin  dresses ;  though,  besides  these,  some  fanciful  ap- 
^  pearances  afforded  a  good  deal  of  amusement.  A  very  tall  Cos- 
'  sack  appeared  completely  arrayed  in  the  "  hauberk's  twisted 

*  mail."  He  was  indeed  very  grim  and  martial.  Persons  in 
^  emblematical  dresses,  representing  Apollo  and  the  Seasons,  ad- 

*  dressed  the  Empress  in  speeches  suited  to  their  characters.   The 

*  Empress  herself,  at  the  time  I  saw  her  Majesty,  wore  a  Grecian 

*  habit ;  though  I  was  afterwards  told  that  she  varied  her  dress 

*  two  or  three  times  during  the  masquerade.  Prince  Henri  of 
^  Prussia  wore  a  white  domino.    Several  persons  appeared  in  the 

*  dresses  of  different  nations, — Clunese,  Turks,  Persians,  and 
^  Armenians.    The  most  humorous  and  fantastical  figure  was  a 

*  Frenchman,  who,  with  wonderful  nimbleness  and  dexterity,  re- 

*  presented  an  overgrown  but  very  beautiful  Parrot.    He  chat- 

*  tered  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit ;  and  his  shoulders,  covered  with 

*  green  feathers,  performed  admirably  the  part  of  wings.  He 
'  drew  the  attention  of  the  Empress;  a  ring  was  formed;  he 
^  was  quite  happy ;  fluttered  his  plumage ;  made  fine  speeches 

*  in  Russ,  Frendi,  and  tolerable  English ;  the  ladies  were  ex- 

*  ceedingly  diverted ;  everybody  laughed  except  Prince  Henri^ 
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^  who  stood  beside  the  Empress,  and  was  so  grave  and  so  solemn, 

*  that  he  would  have  performed  his  part  most  admirably  in  the 

*  shape  of  an  owl.     The  Parrot  observed  him ;  was  determined 

*  to  have  revenge ;  and  having  said  as  many  good  things  as  he 

*  could  to  her  Majesty,  he  was  hopping  away ;  but  just  as  he 
^  was  going  out  of  the  circle,  seeming  to  recollect  himself,  he 

*  stopped,  looked  over  his  shoulder  at  the  formal  Prince,  and 
'  quite  in  the  parrot  tone  and  French  accent,  he  addressed  him 
*most  emphatically  with  ^' Henri!  Henri!  Henri !^  and  then 
^  diving  into  the  crowd,  disappeared.  His  Royal  Highness  was 
^  disconcerted ;  he  was  forced  to  smile  in  his  own  defence,  and 
^  the  company  were  not  a  little  amused. 

^  At  midnight,  a  spacious  hall,  of  a  circular  form,  capable  of 
^  containing  a  vast  number  of  people,  and  illuminated  in  the 
^  most  magnificent  manner,  was  suddenly  opened.  Twelve  tables 
^  were  placed  in  alcoves  around  the  sides  of  the  room,  where  the 

*  Empress,  Prince  Henri,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  chief 
^  nobility  and  foreign  ministers  sat  down  to  supper.    The  rest  of 

*  the  company  went  up,  by  stairs  on  the  outside  of  the  room,  into 
^  the  lofty  galleries  placed  all  around  on  the  inside.    Such  a  row 

*  of  masked  visages,  many  of  them  with  grotesque  features  and 
^  bushy  beards,  nodding  from  the  side  of  the  wall,  appeared  very 

*  ludicrous  to  those  below.    The  entertainment  was  enlivened 

*  with  a  concert  of  music ;  and  at  different  intervals  persons  in 

*  various  habits  entered  the  hall,  and  exhibited  Cossack,  Chinese, 

*  Polish,  Swedish,  and  Tartar  dances.  The  whole  was  so  gor^ 
'  geous,  and  at  the  same  time  so  fantastic,  that  I  could  not  help 

*  thinking  myself  present  at  some  of  the  magnificent  festivals 

*  described  in  the  old-fashioned  romances : 

"  The  marshaled  feast 
•  Served  up  in  hall  with  sewers  and  seneschals." 

'  The  rest  of  the  company,  on  returning  to  the  rooms  adjoining^ 
^  foimd  prepared  for  them  also  a  sumptuous  banquet.  The 
^  masquerade  began  at  6  in  the  evening,  and  continued  till  5 

*  next  morning. 

^  Besides  the  masquerade,  and  other  festivities,  in  honour  of, 

*  and  to  divert  Prince  Henri,  we  had  lately  a  most  magnificent 

*  show  of  fireworks.    They  were  exhibited  in  a  wide  space  before 
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^the  Winter  Palace;   and,  in  truth,  "beggared  description." 

*  They  displayed,  by  a  variety  of  emblematical  figra^,  the  reduc- 
^  tion  of  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  Bessarabia,  and  the  various  con- 
^  quests  and  victories  achieved  since  the  commencement  of  the 
^  present  War.  The  various  colours,  the  bright  green,  and  the 
'  snowy  white,  exhibited  in  these  fireworks,  were  truly  astonish- 
^  ing.  For  the  space  of  twenty  minutes,  a  tree,  adorned  with  the 
^  loveliest  and  most  verdant  foliage,  seemed  to  be  waving  as  with 
^  a  gentle  breeze.     It  was  entirely  of  fire ;  and  during  the  whole 

*  of  this  stupendous  scene,  an  arch  of  fire,  by  the  continued 
^  throwing  of  rockets  and  fireballs  in  one  direction,  formed  as  it 
'  were  a  suitable  canopy. 

^  On  this  occasion  a  prodigious  multitude  of  people  was  aa- 
^  sembled ;  and  the  Empress,  it  was  surmised,  seemed  uneasy.  She 
^  was  afraid,  it  was  apprehended,  lest  any  accident,  like  what  hap- 
^  pened  at  Paris  at  the  marriage  of  the  Dauphin,  should  bef  al  her 
'  beloved  people.    I  hope  I  have  amused  you ;  and  ever  am' — ^ 

The  masquerades  and  galas  in  honour  of  Prince 
Henri,  from  a  grandiose  Hostess,  who  had  played  mth 
him  in  childhood,  were  many;  but  it  is  not  with  these 
that  we  have  to  do.  One  day,  the  Czarina,  talking  to 
him  of  the  Austrian  procedures  at  Zips,  said  with  pique, 
"  It  seems,  in  Poland  you  have  only  to  stoop,  and  pick 
"  up  what  you  like  of  it.  If  the  Court  of  Vieima  have 
"  the  notion  to  dismember  that  Kingdom,  its  neighbours 
"  will  have  right  to  do  as  much."^  This  is  supposed, 
in  all  Books,  to  be  the  puncium  aaliena^  or  first  mention, 
of  the  astonishing  Partition,  which  was  settled,  agreed 
upon,  within  about  a  year  hence,  and  has  made  so  much 
noise  ever  since.  And  in  effect  it  was  so ;  the  idea 
rising  practically  in  that  high  head  was  the  real  begin- 
ning.   But  this  was  not  the  first  head  it  had  been  in ;  fiir 

•*  W.  Bichardson,  Anecdotes  of  the  Russian  Empire^  pp.  325-331 :  *  Pe- 
tersburg, 4th  January  1771.' 

«•  Bollii^,  iv.  210 ;  Trois  Demembremens,  i.  142 ;  above  all,  Henri 
himself,  in  (Euvrea  de  FrSderic,  xxvi  345,  *  Petersburg,  8th  January  1771.' 
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from  that-  Above  a  year  ago,  as  Friednch  himself  in- 
formed us,  it  had  been  in  Friedrich's  own  head,— though 
at  the  time  it  went  for  absolutely  nothing,  nobody  even 
bestowing  a  sneer  on  it  (as  Friedrich  intimates),  and  dis- 
appeared through  the  Horn-Gate  of  Dreams. 

Friedrich  himself  appears  to  have  quite  forgotten 
the  Count-Lynar  idea ;  and,  on  Henri's  report  from 
Eussia,  wa8  totally  incredulous;  and  even  suspected  that 
there  might  be  trickery  and  danger  in  this  Russian  Pro- 
posal. Not  till  Henri's  return  {Fdmiary  ISth,  1771) 
could  he  entirely  believe  that  the  Czarina  was  serious; 
— and  then,  sure  enough,  he  did,  with  his  whole  heart, 
go  into  it :  the  Eureka  out  of  all  these  difficulties,  which 
had  so  long  seemed  insuperable.  Prince  Henri '  had  an 
Interview  with  the  Austrian  Minister  next  day*  (Fe- 
bruary 19th),  who  immediately  communicated  with  his 
Kaunitz, — and  got  discouraging  response  from  Eaunitz; 
discouraging,  or  ahnost  negatory;  which  did  not  dis- 
courage Friedrich.  "A  way  out,"  thinks  Friedrich: 
"  the  one  way  to  save  my  Prussia  and  the  world  from 
incalculable  conflagration."  And  entered  on  it  without 
loss  of  a  moment.  And  laboured  at  it  with  such  con- 
tinual industry,  rapidity,  and  fitculty  for  guiding  and 
pushing,  as  all  readers  have  known  in  him,  on  danger- 
ous emergencies;  at  no  moment  lifting  his  hand  from 
it  till  it  was  complete. 

His  difficulties  were  enormous :  what  a  team  to  drive ; 
and  on  such  a  road,  untrodden  before  by  hoof  or  wheel ! 
Two  Empresses  that  cordially  hate  one  another,  and 
that  disagree  on  this  very  subject.  Eaunitz  and  his 
Empress  are  extremely  skittish  in  the  matter,  and  as  if 
quite  refuse  it ,  at  first :  "  Zips  will  be  better,"  thinks 
Kaunitz  to  himself;  "  Cannot  we  have,  all  to  ourselves, 
a  beautiful  Kttle  cutting  out  of  Poland  in  that  part; 
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and  then  perhaps,  in  league  with  the  Turk,  who  has 
money,  beat  the  Russians  home  altogether,  and  rule 
Poland  in  their  stead,  or  'share  it  with  the  Sultan,' 
as  Reis-Effendi  suggests?"  And  the  dismal  truth  is, 
though  it  was  not  known  for  years  afterward,  Kaunitz 
does  about  this  time,  in  profoundest  secret,  actually 
make  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  Turk  ("so  many 
million  Piastres  to  us,  ready  money,  year  by  year,  and 
you  shall,  if  not  by  our  mediating,  then  by  our  fighting, 
be  a  contented  Turk");  and  all  along  at  the  different 
Russian-Turk  "  Peace-Congresses,"  Kaunitz,  while  pre- 
tending to  sit  and  mediate  along  with  Prussia,  sat  on 
that  far  other  basis,  privately  thwarting  everything; 
and  span  out  the  Turk  pacification  in  a  wretched  man- 
ner for  years  coming.*^  A  dangerous,  hard-mouthed, 
high-stalking,  ill-given  old  coach-horse  of  a  Kaunitz: 
fancy  what  the  driving  of  him  might  be,  on  a  road 
he  did  not  like!  But  he  had  a  driver  too,  who,  in 
dehcate  adroitness,  in  patience,  and  in  sharpness  of 
whip,  was  consummate:  "You  shall  know  it  is  your 
one  road,  my  ill-given  friend!"  (I  ostentatiously  in- 
crease my  Cavalry  by  8,000 ;  meaning,  "  A  new  Seven- 
Years  War,  if  you  force  me,  and  Russia  by  my  side 
this  time!")  So  that  Kaunitz  had  to  quit  his  Turk 
courses  (never  paid  the  Piastres  back),  and  go  into 
what  really  was  the  one  way  out. 

But  Friedrich's  difficulties  on  this  course  are  not  the 
thing  that  can  interest  readers;  and  all  readers  know 
his  faculty  for  overcoming  difficulties.  Readers  ask 
rather:  "And  had  Friedrich  no  feeling  about  Poland 
itself,  then,  and  this  atrocious  Partitioning  of  the  poor 

• 

»  *  Peace  of  Kainardachi,'  not  till  *  21st  July  1774/— after  four  <x 
five  abortive  attempts,  two  of  them  "Congresses,**  Kaunitz  so  indns- 
trions  (Hermann,  v.  664  et  antea). 
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Country  T  Apparently  none  whatever ; — unless  it  might 
be,  that  Deliverance  from  Anarchy,  Pestilence,  Famine, 
and  Pigs  eating  your  dead  bodies,  would  be  a  manifest 
advantage  for  Poland,  while  it  was  the  one  way  of  saving 
Europe  from  War.  Nobody  seems  more  contented  in 
conscience,  or  radiant  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  and 
certainty  of  thanks  from  all  wise  and  impartial  men, 
than  the  King  of  Prussia,  now  and  afterwards,  in  re- 
gard to  this  Polish  atrocity!  A  psychological  fact, 
which  readers  can  notice.  Scrupulous  regard  to  Po- 
lish considerations,  magnanimity  to  Poland,  or  the  least 
respect  or  pity  for  her  as  a  dying  Anarchy,  is  what 
nobody  will  claim  for  him ;  consummate  talent  in  exe- 
cuting the  Partition  of  Poland  (inevitable  some  day,  as 
he  may  have  thought,  but  is  nowhere  at  the  pains  to 
say), — great  talent,  great  patience  too,  and  meritorious 
self-denial  and  endurance,  in  executing  that  Partition, 
and  in  saving  it  from  catching  fire  instead  of  being 
the  means  to  quench  fire,  no  well-informed  person  will 
deny  him.  Of  his  difficulties  in  the  operation  (which 
truly  are  unspeakable)  I  will  say  nothing  more;  readers 
are  prepared  to  believe  that  he,  beyond  others,  should 
conquer  difficulties  when  the  object  is  vital  to  him.  I 
will  mark  only  the  successive  dates  of  his  progress,  and 
have  done  with  this  wearisome  subject : 

June  14^,  1771.  Within  four  months  of  the  arrival  of  Prince 
Henri  and  that  first  certainty  from  Russia,  diligent  Friedrich, 
upon  whom  the  whole  burden  had  been  laid  of  drawing  up  a 
Plan,  and  bringing  Austria  to  consent,  is  able  to  report  to  Peters- 
burg, That  Austria  has  dubieties,  reluctancies,  which  it  is  to  be 
foreseen  she  will  gradually  get  over ;  and  that  here  meanwhile 
(June  14th,  1771)  is  my  Plan  of  Partition, — the  simplest  conceiv- 
able :  "  That  each  choose  (subject  to  future  adjustments)  what 
"Will  best  suit  him ;  I,  for  my  own  part,  will  say,  West-Preussen ; 
— ^what  Province  will  Czarish  Majesty  please  to  say?"     Czarish 
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17th  Feb.-^tli  Aug.  1772. 
Majesty,  in  answer,  is  exorbitantly  liberal  to  herself ;  claims,  not 
a  Province,  but  four  or  five ;  will  have  Friedrich,  if  the  Austrians 
attack  her  in  consequence,  to  assist  by  declaring  War  on  Austria; 
Czarish  Majesty,  in  the  reciprocal  case,  not  to  assist  Friedrich  at 
all,  tiU  her  Turk  War  is  "done !  "  Impossible,"  thinks  Friedrich ; 
"  surprisingly  so,  high  Madam  1  But,  to  the  delicate  bridle-hand, 
you  are  a  manageable  entity." 

It  was  with  Kaunitz  that  Friedrich's  real  difficulties  lay. 
Privately,  in  the  course  of  this  Summer,  Kaunitz,  by  way  of 
preparation  for  "mediating  a  Turk-Kussian  Peace,"  had  con- 
cluded his  "Subsidy  Treat/'  vrith  the  Turk,^ — ^Treaty  never 
ratified,  but  the  Piastres  duly  paid; — ^Treaty  rendering  Peace 
impossible,  so  long  as  Kaunitz  had  to  do  with  mediating  it.  And 
indeed  Kaunitz's  tricks  in  that  function  of  mediator,  and  also 
after  it,  were  of  the  kind  which  Friedrich  has  some  reason  to  call 
'  infamous.'  "  Your  Majesty,  as  co-mediator,  will  join  us,  should 
the  Eussians  make  War?"  said  Kaunitz's  Ambassador,  one  day, 
to  Friedrich.  "  For  certain,  no  I"  answered  Friedrich ;  and,  on 
the  contrary,  remounted  his  Cavalry,  to  signify,  "I  tvtII  fight  the 
other  way,  if  needed !"  which  did  at  once  bring  Kaunitz  to  give 
up  his  mysterious  Turk  projects,  and  come  into  the  Polish. 
After  which  his  exorbitant  greed  of  territory  there ;  his  attempts 
to  get  Russia  into  a  partitioning  of  Turkey  as  well, — ("  A  slice 
of  Turkey  too,  your  Czarish  Majesty  and  we?"  hints  he  more 
than  once), — ^gave  Friedrich  no  end  of  trouble ;  and  are  singular 
to  look  at  by  the  light  there  now  is.  Not  for  about  a  twelve- 
month did  Friedrich  get  his  hard-mouthed  Kaunitz  brought  into 
step  at  all ;  and  to  the  last,  perpetual  vigilance  and,  by  whip  and 
bit,  the  adroitest  charioteering  was  needed  on  him. 

February  llthy  1772,  Russia  and  Prussia,  for  their  own  part, 
— ^Friedrich,  in  the  circumstances,  submitting  to  many  things 
from  his  Czarina, — ^get  their  particular  "  Convention"  (Bargain 
in  regard  to  Poland)  completed  in  all  parts,  "  will  take  posses- 
sion, 4th  June  instant :"  sign  said  Convention  (February  17th) ; 
— and  invite  Austria  to  join,  and  state  her  claims.  Which,  in 
three  weeks  after,  March  Ath^  Austria  does ;— exorbitant  abun- 
dantly; and  not  to  be  got  very  much  reduced,  though  we  try, 
for  a  series  of  months.     Till  at  last : 

•^  » 6th  July  1771'  (Preuss,  iv.  31 ;  Hermann ;  &c.  &c.). 
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13th  Sept.  1772. 

Atigmt  5th,  1772,  Final  Agreement  between  the  Three  Par- 
titioning  Powers :  "  These  are  our  respective  shares ;  we  take 
possession  on  the  let  of  September  instant:" — and  actual  pos- 
session for  Friedrich's  share  did,  on  the  13th  of  that  month, 
ensue.  A  right  glad  Friedrich,  as  everybody,  friend  or  enemy, 
may  imagine  him !  Glad  to  have  done  with  such  a  business, — 
had  there  been  no  other  profit  in  it ;  which  was  far  from  being 
the  case.  One's  clear  belief,  on  studying  these  Books,  is  of  two 
things :  Pirsty  that,  as  everybody  admits,  Friedrich  had  no  real 
hand  in  starting  the  notion  of  Partitioning  Poland ; — but  that  he 
grasped  at  it  with  eagerness,  as  the  one  way  of  saving  Europe 
from  War :  Second,  what  has  been  much  less  noticed,  that,  imder 
any  other  hand,  it  would  have  led  Europe  to  War ; — ^and  that 
to  Friedrich  is  due  the  fact  that  it  got  effected  without  such  ac- 
companiment. Friedrich's  share  of  Territory  is  counted  to  be 
in  all,  9,465  English  square  miles ;  Austria's,  62,500 ;  Russia's, 
87,500,"*  between  nine  and  ten  times  the  amount  of  Friedrich's, 
— which  latter,  however,  as  an  anciently  Teutonic  Country,  and 
as  filling  up  the  always  dangerous  gap  between  his  Ost-Preussen 
and  him,  has,  under  Prussian  administration,  proved  much  the 
most  valuable  of  the  Three ;  and,  next  to  Silesia,  is  Friedrich's 
most  important  acquisition.  September  ISth,  1772,  it  was  at  last 
entered  upon, — ^through  such  waste-weltering  confusions,  and  on 
terms  never  yet  unquestionable. 

Consent  of  Polish  Diet  was  not  had  tor  a  year  more ;  but 
that  is  worth  little  record.  Diet,  for  that  object,  got  together, 
19th  April  1773 ;  recalcitrant  enough,  had  not  Russia  understood 
the  methods:  *a  common  fund  was  raised'  (on  se  cotisa,  says 
Friedrich)  ^for  bribing;'  the  Three  Powers  had  each  a  repre- 
sentative General  in  Warsaw  (Lentulus  the  Prussian  person- 
age), all  tliree  with  forces  to  rear :  Diet  came  down  by  degrees, 
and,  in  the  course  of  five  months  {September  18^,  1773),  ac- 
quiesced in  everything. 

And  so  the  matter  is  ended;  and  various  men  will 
long  have  various  opinions  upon  it.  I  add  only  this  one 
small  Document  from  Maria  Theresa's  hand,  which  all 
hearts,  and  I  suppose  even  Friedrich's  had  he  ever  read 

"  Preuss,  iv.  45. 
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13th  Sept.  1772. 
it,  will  pronounce  to  be  very  beautiful;  homely,  faith- 
ful, wholesome,  well-becoming  in  a  high  and  true  Sove- 
reign Woman. 

*  The  Empress-Queen  to  Prince  Kaunit£  (Undated :  date  must  be 
Vienna,  February  1772). 

^*  When  all  my  lands  were  invaded,  and  I  knew  not  where  in 
"  the  world  I  should  find  a  place  to  be  brought  to  bed  in,  I  relied 
^^  on  my  good  right  and  the  help  of  God.  But  in  this  thing, 
"  where  not  only  pubUc  law  cries  to  Heaven  against  us,  but  also 
"  all  natural  justice  and  sound  reason,  I  must  confess  never  in  my 
"  life  to  have  been  in  such  trouble,  and  am  ashamed  to  show  my 
"  face.  Let  the  Prince"  (Kaunitz)  "  consider  what  an  example 
"  we  are  giving  to  all  the  world,  if,  for  a  miserable  piece  of  Po- 
"  land,  or  of  Moldavia  or  Wallachia,  we  throw  our  honour  and 
'^  reputation  to  the  winds.  I  see  well  that  I  am  alone,  and  no 
"  more  in  -vdgour ;  therefore  I  must,  though  to  my  very  great 
"  sorrow,  let  things  take  their  course."^ 

And  some  days  afterwards,  here  is  her  Majest/s  Official  As- 
sent :  "  Flacety  since  so  many  great  and  learned  men  will  have  it 
*'  so :  but  long  after  I  am  dead,  it  will  be  known  what  this  vio- 
^^  lating  of  all  that  was  hitherto  held  sacred  and  just  will  give 
'^  rise  to,"*®  (Hear  her  Majesty !) 

Friedrich  has  none  of  these  compunctious  visitings ;  but  his 
account  too,  when  he  does  happen  to  speak  on  the  subject,  is 

^  ^^Ah  alls  meine  lander  angefochten  wurden  undgar  nit  mehrwusste 
"  ^Do  ruhig  niederkommen  sollte^  steiffete  ick  mich  auf  mdn  gutes  Recht  und 
"  den  Bey  stand  Gottes.  Aber  in  dieser  Sach^  wo  nit  allein  das  offenbare  Bechi 
'^  himmelachreyent  wider  Vhs,  sondem  auch  alle  Billigheit  und  die  gesunde 
"  Vemunft  toider  Uns  iat,  muesa  hekhennen  doss  zeitlebene  nit  so  heangsUgt 
'^  mich  befunten  und  mich  sehen  zu  lassen  schdm^.  Bedenhh  der  FOrst,  was 
"  wir  aller  Welt  fur  ein  Exempel  geben^  wenn  wir  um  ein  eUendes  stub  van 
"  Pohlen  Oder  von  der  MoMau  und  Wallachey  unser  ehr  und  reputation  in 
"  die  schanz  schlagen.  Ich  merhh  wohl  doss  ich  allein  bin  und  nit  mehr  en 
"  vigenr,  darum  lasse  ich  die  8a>chen,jedoch  nit  ohne  meinen  grossten  Gram^ 
"  ihren  Weg  gehen."  (From  *  Hormayr,  Taschenbuch,  1831,  S.  66  :'  cited  in 
Preuss,  iv.  38.) 

"  From  ^  Zeitgenossen'  (a  Biographical  Periodical),  *bm.  29 :'  cited  in 
Preuss^  iv.  39. 
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worth  hearing,  and  credible  every  word.  Writing  to  Voltaire,  a 
good  while  after  {Potsdam^  9ih  October  1773),  this,  in  the  swift- 
flowing,  miscellaneous  Letter,  is  one  passage :  *  *  "  To  return 
"  to  your  King  of  Poland.  I  am  aware  that  Europe  pretty 
"  generally  believes  the  late  Partition  made  {qtjl(m  a  fait)  of 
"  Poland  to  be  a  result  of  the  Political  trickeries  {mamgances) 
^  which  are  attributed  to  me ;  nevertheless,  nothing  is  more 
"  imtrue.  After  in  vain  proposing  different  arrangements  and 
"  expedients,  there  was  no  alternative  left  but  either  that 
"  same  Partition,  or  else  Europe  kindled  into  a  general  War. 
"  Appearances  are  deceitful ;  and  the  Public  Judges  only  by 
"  these.  What  I  tell  you  is  as  true  as  the  Forty-seventh  of 
«  Euchd."« 


What  Friedrich  did  with  his  new  Acquisition. 

Considerable  obloquy  still  rests  on  Friedrich,  in 
many  liberal  circles,  for  the  Partition  of  Poland.  Two 
things,  however,  seem  by  this  time  tolerably  clear, 
though  not  yet  known  in  liberal  circles:  first,  that 
the  Partition  of  Poland  was  an  event  inevitable  in 
Polish  History ;  an  operation  of  Almighty  Providence 
and  of  the  Eternal  Laws  of  Nature,  as  well  as  of 
the  poor  earthly  Sovereigns  concerned  there:  and  se- 
condly, that  Friedrich  had  nothing  special  to  do  with 
it,  and,  in  the  way  of  originating  or  causing  it,  nothing 
whatever. 

It  is  certain  the  demands  of  Eternal  Justice  must 
be  fiilfilled :  in  earthly  instruments,  concerned  with  ful- 
filling them,  there  may  be  all  degrees  of  demerit  and 
also  of  merit, — ^from  that  of  a  world-ruffian  Attila  the 
Scourge  of  God,  conscious  of  his  own  ferocities  and 
cupidities  alone,  to  that  of  a  heroic  Cromwell,  sacredly 

«  (Euvres  de  FridSric,  xxiii.  267. 
VOL.  VI.  II 
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aware  that  he  is,  at  his  soul's  peril,  doing  God's  Judg- 
ments on  the  enemies  of  God,  in  Tredah  and  other  severe 
scenes.  If  the  Laws  and  Judgments  are  verily  those  of 
God,  there  can  be  no  clearer  merit  than  that  of  pushing 
them  forward,  regardless  of  the  barkings  of  Gazetteers 
and  wayside  dogs,  and  getting  them,  at  the  earliest  term 
possible,  made  valid  among  recalcitrant  mortals !  Fried- 
rich,  in  regard  to  Poland,  I  cannot  find  to  have  had 
anything  considerable  either  of  merit  or  of  demerit,  in 
the  moral  point  of  view ;  but  simply  to  have  accepted, 
and  put  in  his  pocket  without  criticism,  what  Pro\i- 
dence  sent.  He  himself  evidently  views  it  in  that  light ; 
and  is  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  great  sense  of  the  value 
of  West-Preussen  to  him.  We  praised  his  Narrative  as 
eminently  true,  and  the  only  one  completely  intelligible 
in  every  point :  in  his  Preface  to  it,  written  some  years 
later,  he  is  still  more  candid.  Speaking  there  in  the 
first  person,  this  once  and  never  before  or  after, — ^he 
says: 

'  These  new  pretensions'  (of  the  Czarina,  to  assuage 
the  religious  putrid-fever  of  the  Poles,  by  word  of  com- 
mand) 'raised  all  Poland'  (into  Confederation  of  Bar, 
and  War  of  the  Confederates^  sung  by  Friedrich);  *the 

*  Grandees  of  the  Kingdom  implored  lie  assistance  of  the 
'  Turks :  straightway  War  flamed  out ;  in  which  the  Rus- 
'  sian  Armies  had  only  to  show  themselves  to  beat  the 
'  Turks  in  every  rencounter.'  His  Majesty  continues : 
'  This  War  changed  the  whole  Political  System  of  Europe' 
(general  Diplomatic  Dance  of  Europe,  suddenly  brought 
to  a  whirl  by  such  changes  of  the  music) ;  *  a  new  arena 

*  (carriere)  came  to  open  itself, — and  one  must  have 
'  been  either  without  address,  or  else  buried  in  stupid 
'  somnolence  {engourdissement)^  not  to  profit  by  an  op- 

*  portunity  so  advantageous.     I  had  read  Bojardo's  fine 
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*  Allegory  ;*2  I  seized  by  the  forelock  this  unexpected 

*  opportunity;  and,  by  dint  of  negotiating  and  intriguing' 
(candid  King),  '  I  succeeded  in  indemnifying  our  Mon- 

*  archy  for  its  past  losses,  by  incorporating  Polish  Prussia 

*  with  my  Old  Provinces.'^ 

Here  is  a  Historian  King  who  uses  no  rouge-pot  in 
his  Narratives, — whose  word,  which  is  all  we  shaU.  say 
of  it  at  present,  you  find  to  be  perfectly  trustworthy,  and 
a  representation  of  the  fact  as  it  stood  before  himself ! 
What  follows,  needs  no  vouching  for :  ^  This  acquisition 

*  was  one  of  the  most  important  we  could  make,  be- 

*  cause  it  joined  Pommem  to  East  Prussia'  (ours  for 
ages  past),  '  and  because,  rendering  us  masters  of  the 

*  Weichsel  River,  we  gained  the  double  advantage  of 

*  being  able  to  defend  that  Kingdom'  (Ost-Preussen), 

*  and  to  draw  considerable  tolls  from  the  Weichsel,  as 
'  all  the  trade  of  Poland  goes  by  that  River.' 

Yes  truly !  Our  interests  are  very  visible :  and  the 
interests  and  wishes  and  claims  of  Poland, — are  they 
nowhere  worthy  of  one  word  from  you,  0  King?  No- 
where that  I  have  noticed;  not  any  mention  of  them,  or 

^  Signifies  only,  *  seize  opportunity ;'  but  here  is  the  passage  itself : 
"  Quante  volte  le  disse :  *  0  bella     *  Questa  eta  giovenil,  ch'  e  si  gioiosa, 

dama^  *  Tutta  in  diletto  consumar  si  deve, 

'  Conosci  Vora  de  la  tua  ventura^  ^Perche  quasi  in  un  punto  ci  e  nas- 

*  Dapoi  che  un  tal  Baron  piii  che  cosa : 

se  t'ama,  *  Cofno  dissolve  7  sol  la  bianca  neve, 

*  Chenon hail  del jnuvagacreatura.     ^Oomo  in  un  giomo  la  vermiglia 

*  Forse  anco  avrai  di  quesio  tempo  rasa 

hrama^  ^Perde  il  vago  color  in  tempo  hreve, 

*  Che  Hfelicedestinsemprenon dura;     '  Cosifugge  V  eta  com'  un  balenoy 

^  Prendi  diletto  J  mentre  sei  sulverde,      *jEJ  non  si  pud   tener,  che  non  ha 

*  Che  Favutopiacer  mai  non  siperde.  freno.^ " 

(Bojardo,  Orlando  Innamorato^  lib.  L  cant.  2.) 

«  (Euvres  de  Frederic  (Preface  to  Memoires  depuis  llQSjusqu'd  1774), 
Ti.  6,  7  :  *  Memoires'  (Chapter  First,  including  all  the  Polidi  part)  *  were 
finiflhed  in  1775 ;  Preface  is  of  1779.* 
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allusion  to  them;  though  the  world  is  still  so  convinced 
that  perhaps  they  were  something,  and  not  nothing! 
Which  is  very  curious.  In  the  whole  course  of  my 
reading  I  have  met  with  no  Autobiographer  more  care- 
less to  defend  himself  upon  points  in  dispute  among  his 
Audience,  and  marked  as  criminal  against  him  by  many 
of  them.  Shadow  of  Apology  on  such  points  yoii  search 
for  in  vain.  In  rapid  bare  summary  he  sets  down  the 
sequel  of  facts,  as  if  assured  beforehand  of  your  favour- 
able judgment,  or  with  the  profoundest  indifference  to 
how  you  shall  judge  them;  drops  his  actions,  as  an 
Ostrich  does  its  young,  to  shift  for  themselves  in  the 
wUdemess,  and  hurries  on  his  way.  This  style  of  his, 
noticeable  of  old  in  regard  to  Silesia  too,  has  consider- 
ably hurt  him  with  the  common  kind  of  readers;  who, 
in  their  preconceived  suspicions  of  the  man,  are  all  the 
more  disgusted  at  tracing  in  him  not  the  least  anxiety 
to  stand  well  with  any  reader,  more  than  to  stand  ill,  a3 
ill  as  any  reader  likes ! 

Third  parties,  it  would  seem,  have  small  temptation 
to  become  his  advocates;  he  himself  being  so  totally 
improvided  with  thanks  for  you !  But,  on  another  score, 
and  for  the  sake  of  a  better  kind  of  readers,  there  is 
one  third  party  bound  to  remark :  1°.  That  hardly  any 
Sovereign  known  to  us  did,  in  his  general  practice,  if 
you  will  examine  it,  more  perfectly  respect  the  boun- 
daries of  his  neighbours;  and  go  on  the  road  that  was 
his  own,  anxious  to  tread  on  no  man's  toes  if  he  could 
avoid  it:  a  Sovereign  who,  at  all  times,  strictly  and 
beneficently  confined  himself  to  what  belonged  to  his 
real  business  and  him.  2*^.  That  apparently,  therefore, 
he  must  have  considered  Poland  to  be  an  exceptional 
case,  imique  in  his  experience:  case  of  a  moribund 
Anarchy,  fallen  down  as  carrion  on  the  common  high- 
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ways  of  the  world;  belonging  to  nobody  in  particular; 
liable  to  be  cut  into  (nay,  for  sanitary  reasons  requiring 
it,  if  one  were  a  Rhadamanthus  Errant,  which  one  is 
not!) — Pliable  to  be  cut  into,  on  a  great  and  critically 
stringent  occasion;  no  question  to  be  asked  of  it;  your 
only  question  the  consent  of  bystanders,  and  the  mode- 
rate certainty  that  nobody  got  a  glaringly  dispropor- 
tionate share!  That  must  have  been,  on  the  part  of 
an  equitable  Friedrich,  or  even  of  a  Friedrich  accurate 
in  Bookkeeping  by  Double  Entry,  the  notion  silently 
formed  about  Poland. 

Whether  his  notion  was  scientifically  right,  and  con- 
formable to  actual  fact,  is  a  question  I  have  no  thought 
of  entering  on;  still  less,  whether  Friedrich  was  morally 
right,  or  whether  there  was  not  a  higher  rectitude,  grant- 
ing even  the  fact,  in  putting  it  in  practice.  These  are 
questions  on  which  an  Editor  may  have  his  opinion, 
partly  complete  for  a  long  time  past,  partly  not  com- 
plete, or,  in  human  language,  completable  or  pronounce- 
able at  all;  and  may  carefully  forbear  to  obtrude  it  on 
his  readers;  and  only  advise  them  to  look  with  their 
own  best  eyesight,  to  be  deaf  to  the  multiplex  noises 
which  are  evidently  blind,  and  to  think  what  they  find 
thinkablest  on  such  a  subject.  Were  it  never  so  just, 
proper,  and  needful,  this  is  by  nature  a  case  of  Lynch 
Law;  upon  which,  in  the  way  of  approval  or  apology, 
no  spoken  word  is  permissible.  Lynch  being  so  dan- 
gerous a  Lawgiver,  even  when  an  indispensable  one ! — 

For,  granting  that  the  Nation  of  Poland  was  for 
centuries  past  an  Anarchy  doomed  by  the  Eternal  Laws 
of  Heaven  to  die,  and  then  of  course  to  get  gradually 
buried,  or  eaten  by  neighbours,  were  it  6nly  for  sanitary 
reasons, — ^it  will  by  no  means  suit,  to  declare  openly  on 
behalf  of  terrestrial  neighbours  who  have  taken  up  such 
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an  idea  (granting  it  were  even  a  just  one,  and  a  true 
reading  of  the  silent  but  inexorably  certain  purposes  of 
Heaven),  That  they,  those  volunteer  terrestrial  neigh- 
bours, are  justified  in  breaking  in  upon  the  poor  dying 
or  dead  carcass,  and  flaying  and  burying  it,  with  amic- 
able sharing  of  skin  and  shoes !  If  it  even  were  certain 
that  the  wretched  Polish  Nation,  for  the  last  forty  years 
hastening  with*  especial  speed  towards  death,  did  in 
present  circumstances,  with  such  a  howling  canaille  of 
Turk  Janissaries  and  vultures  of  creation  busy  round 
it,  actually  require  prompt  surgery,  in  the  usual  method, 
by  neighbours, — the  neighbours  shall  and  must  do  that 
function  at  their  own  risk.  If  Heaven  did  appoint  them 
to  it.  Heaven,  for  certain,  will  at  last  justify  them;  and 
in  the  mean  while,  for  a  generation  or  two,  the  same 
Heaven  (I  can  believe)  has  appointed  that  Earth  shall 
pretty  unanimously  condemn  them.  The  shrieks,  the 
foam-lipped  curses  of  mistaken  mankind,  in  such  case, 
are  mankind's  one  security  against  over-promptitude 
(which  is  so  dreadfully  possible)  on  the  part  of  surgical 
neighbours. 

Alas,  yes,  my  articulate-speaking  friends ;  here,  as  so 
often  elsewhere,  the  solution  of  the  riddle  is  not  Logic, 
but  Silence.  When  a  dark  human  Individual  has  filled 
the  measure  of  his  wicked  blockheadisms,  sins  and  brutal 
nuisancings,  there  are  Gibbets  provided,  there  are  Laws 
provided ;  and  you  can,  in  an  articulate  regular  manner, 
hang  him  and  finish  him,  to  general  satisfaction.  Nations 
too,  you  may  depend  on  it  as  certain,  do  require  the 
same  process,  and  do  infallibly  get  it  withal ;  Heaven's 
Justice,  with  written  Laws  or  without,  being  the  most 
indispensable  and  the  inevitablest  thing  I  know  of  in 
this  Universe.  No  doing  without  it ;  and  it  is  sure  to 
come : — and  the  Judges  and  Executioners,  we  observe, 
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are  not^  in  that  latter  case,  escorted  in  and  out  by  the 

Sheriffs  of  Counties  and  general  ringing  of  bells ;  not 

SO,  in  that  latter  case,  but  far  otherwise ! — 

And  now,  leaving  that  vexed  question,  we  will  throw 
one  glance — only  one  is  permitted — into  the  far  more 
profitable  question,  which  probably  will  one  day  be  the 
sole  one  on  this  matter,  What  became^  of  poor  West- 
Preussen  under  Friedrich?  Had  it  to  sit  weeping  uncon- 
solably,  or  not?  Herr  Dr.  Freytag,  a  man  of  good  repute 
in  Literature,  has,  in  one  of  his  late  Books  of  Popular 
History,^  gone  into  this  subject,  in  a  serious  way,  and 
certainly  with  opportunities  far  beyond  mine  for  inform- 
ing himself  upon  it : — from  him  these  Passages  have  been 
excerpted,  labelled,  and  translated  by  a  good  hand : 

Acquisition  of  Polish  Prussia.     ^During  several  Centuries, 

*  the  much-divided  Germans  had  habitually  been  pressed  upon, 

*  and  straitened  and  injured,  by  greedy  conquering  neighbours ; 

*  Friedrich  was  the  first  Conqueror  who  once  more  pushed  for- 

*  ward  the  German  Frontier  towards  the  East ;  reminding  the 

*  Germans  again,  that  it  was  their  task  to  carry  Law,  Culture, 

*  Liberty  and  Lidustry,  into  the  East  of  Europe.    All  Friedrich's 

*  Lands,  with  the  exception  only  of  some  Old-Saxon  territory, 

*  had,  by  force  and  colonisation,  been  painfully  gained  from  the 

*  Sclave.     At  no  time  since  the  migrations  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
'  had  this  struggle  for  possession  of  the  wide  Plains  to  the  east 

*  of  Oder  ceased.  When  arms  were  at  rest,  politicians  carried  on 

*  the  struggle.' 

Persecution  of  German  Protestants  in  Poland.  *  Li  the  very 
"  Century  of  EnUghtenment"  the  persecution  of  the  Germans 

*  became  fanatical  in  those  Countries ;  one  Protestant  Church 
'  after  the  other  got  confiscated ;  pulled  down ;  if  built  of  wood, 

*  set  on  fire :  its  Church  once  burnt,  the  Village  had  lost  the 

*  privilege  of  having  one.     Ministers   and   schoolmasters  were 

"  G.  Freytag,  Neue  Bildcr  aus  dem  Leben  des  deutschen  Volkes  (Leip- 
zig, 1862). 
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driven  away,  cruelly  maltreated.  "  Vexa  Lutheranumj  dabU 
Thalerum  (wring  the  Lutheran,  he  has  money  in  him),"  became 
the  current  Proverb  of  the  Poles  in  regard  to  Germans.  A 
Protestant  Starost  of  Gnesen,  a  Herr  von  Unrvh  of  the  House 
of  Bimbaum,  one  of  the  largest  proprietors  of  the  coimtiy,  was 
condemned  to  die,  and  first  to  have  his  tongue  pulled  out  and 
his  hands  cut  off, — for  the  crime  of  having  copied  into  his 
Notebook  some  strong  passages  against  the  Jesuits,  extracted 
from  German  B«K)ks.  Patriotic  "  Confederates  of  Bar,"  joined 
by  all  the  plunderous  vagabonds  around,  went  roaming  and 
ravaging  through  the  country,  falling  upon  small  towns  and 
German  villages.  The  Polish  Nobleman,  Eoskowski'  (a  cele- 
brated "  symbolical"  Nobleman,  this),  *•  put  on  one  red  boot  and 
one  black,  symbolising  fire  and  death ;  and  in  this  guise  rode 
about,  murdering  and  burning,  from  place  to  place;  finally, 
at  Jastrow,  he  cut  off  the  hands,  feet,  and  lastly  the  head  of 
the  Protestant  Pastor,  Willich  by  name,  and  tlu^w  the  limbs 
into  a  swamp.    This  happened  in  1768.' 

In  what  State  Friedrich  found  the  Polish  Provinces. .  *  Some 
few  only  of  the  larger  German  Towns,  which  were  secured  by 
walls,  and  some  protected  Districts  inhabited  exclusively  by 
Germans, — as  the  Niederung  near  Danzig,  tlie  Villages  imder 
the  mild  rule  of  the  Cistercians  of  Oliva,  and  the  opulent 
German  towns  of  the  Catholic  Ermeland, — ^were  in  tolerable 
circumstances.  The  other  Towns  lay  in  ruins ;  so  also  most  of 
the  Hamlets  (Safe)  of  the  open  Country.  Bromberg,  the  city 
of  German  Colonists,  the  Prussians  found  in  heaps  and  ruins : 
to  this  hour  it  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  clearly  how  the 
Town  came  into  this  condition.^*  No  historian,  no  document, 
tells  of  the  destruction  and  slaughter  that  had  been  going  on, 
in  the  whole  District  of  the  Netze  there,  during  the  last  ten 
years  before  the  arrival  of  the  Prussians.  The  Town  of  Culm 
had  preserved  its  strong  old  walls  and  stately  churches ;  but  in 
the  streets,  the  necks  of  the  cellars  stood  out  above  the  rotten 
timber  and  brick  heaps  of  the  timibled  houses :  whole  streets 
consisted  merely  of  such  cellars,  in  which  wretched  people  were 
stiU  trying  to  live.     Of  the  forty  houses  in  the  large  Market- 

«  'Neue  Preussische  ProwmialbldUer,  Year  1864,  No.  4,  p.  259.* 
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place  of  Culm,  twenty-eight  had  no  doors,  no  roofs,  no  win- 
dows, and  no  owners.  Other  towns  were  in  similar  condition.' 
^  The  Country  people  hardly  knew  such  a  thing  as  bread;  many 
had  never  in  their  life  tasted  such  a  delicacy ;  few  Villages  pos^ 
sessed  an  oven.  A  weaving-loom  was  rare,  the  spinning-wheel 
unknown.  The  main  article  of  furniture,  in  this  bare  scene  of 
squalor,  was  the  Crucifix  and  vessel  of  Holy-Water  under  it,' 
-(and  ^'Polach!  Catholikr  if  a  drop  of  gin  be  added).— <  The 
Peasant-Noble'  (unvoting,  inferior  kuid)  '  was  hardly  different 
from  the  common  Peasant ;  he  himself  guided  his  Hook-Plough 
{Hacke7irpjlag\  and  clattered  with  his  wooden  slippers  upon  the 
plankless  floor  of  his  hut.'  *  *  *  It  was  a  desolate  land,  without 
discipline,  without  law,  without  a  master.  On  9,000  English 
square  miles  lived  500,000  souls :  not  55  to  the  square  mile.' 

Sets  to  Work.  ^  The  very  rottenness  of  the  Country  became 
an  attraction  for  Friedrich ;  and  henceforth  West-Preussen  was, 
what  hitherto  Silesia  had  been,  his  favourite  child ;  which,  with 
infinite  care,  like  that  of  an  anxious  loving  mother,  he  washed, 
brushed,  new-dressed,  and  forced  to  go  to  school  and  into 
orderly  habits,  and  kept  ever  in  his  eye.  The  diplomatic 
squabbles  about  this  "  acquisition"  were  still  going  on,  when 
he  had  already  sent'  (so  early  as  June  4th,  1772,  and  still  more 
on  September  13th  of  that  Year*^)  ^  a  body  of  his  best  Oflicial 
People  into  this  waste-howling  scene,  to  set  about  organising  it. 
The  Landschaften  (Counties)  were  divided  mto  small  Circles; 
in  a  minimum  of  time,  the  land  was  valued,  and  an  equal  tax 
put  upon  it ;  every  Circle  received  its  Landraih^  Law-court, 
Post-oflSce,  and  Sanitary  Police.  New  Parishes,  each  with  its 
Church  and  Parson,  were  called  into  existence  as  by  miracle ; 
a  company  of  187  Schoolmasters, — ^partly  selected  and  trained 
by  the  excellent  Sender^  (famous  over  Germany,  in  HaUe  Uni- 
versity and  Seminariuniy  not  yet  in  England), — ^  were  sent  into 
the  Country ;  multitudes  of  German  Mechanics  too,  from  brick- 
makers  up  to  machine-builders.  Everywhere  there  began  a 
digging,  a  hammering,  a  biulding;  Cities  were  peopled  anew; 

*•  See  his  new  Dialogue  with  Eoden,  our  Wesel  acquaintaiice,  who 
was  a  principal  Captain  in  this  business  (in  Preuss^  iv.  67,  68 :  date  of 
the  Dialogue  is  *  11th  May  1772 ;' — ^Boden  was  on  the  ground,  4th  June 
next ;  but,  owing  to  Austrian  delays,  did  not  begin  till  September  13th). 
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^  street  after  street  rose  out  of  the  heaps  of  ruins ;  new  Villages 

*  of  Colonists  were  laid  out,  new  modes  of  agriculture  ordered. 
^  In  the  first  Year  after  taking  possession,  the  great  Canal'  (of 
Bromberg)  *  was  dug ;  which,  in  a  length  of  fifteen  miles,  con- 
^  nects,  by  the  Netze  Eiver,  the  Weichsel  with  the  Oder  and  the 
^  Elbe :  witliin  one  year  after  giving  the  order,  the  King  saw 
^  loaded  vessels  from  the  Oder,  120  feet  in  length  of  keel,'  and  of 
40  tons  burden,  ^  enter  the  Weichsel.  The  vast  breadths  of  land, 
^  gained  from  the  state  of  swamp  by  drainage  into  this  Canal, 

*  were  immediately  peopled  by  German  Colonists. 

^  As  his  Seven-Years  Struggle  of  War  may  be  called  super- 

*  human,  so  was  there  also   in   his  present  Labour  of  Peace 

*  something  enormous ;  which  appeared  to  his  contemporaries' 
(imless  my  fancy  mislead  me)  ^almost  preternatural,  at  times 

*  inhuman.     It  was  grand,  but  also  terrible,  that  the  success  of 

*  the  whole  was  to  him,  at  all  moments,  the  one  thing  to  be 
^  striven  after ;  the  comfort  of  the  individual  of  no  concern  at 

*  all.  When,  in  the  Marshland  of  the  Netze,  he  counted  more 
^  the  strokes  of  the  10,000  spades,  than  the  sufferings  of  the 
'  workers,  sick  with  the  marsh-fever  in  the  hospitals  which  he 

*  had  built  for  them  ;*^  when^  restless,  his  demands  outran  the 

*  quickest  performance, — ^there  united  itself  to  the  deepest  rever- 
^  ence  and  devotedness,  in  his  People,  a  feeling  of  awe,  as  for  one 

*  whose  limbs  are  not  moved  by  earthly  life'  (fanciful,  consider- 
ably !).  *  *  ^  And  when  Goethe,  himself  become  an  old  man, 
^  finished  his  last  Drama'  (Second  Part  of  Faust)^  ^  the  figure  of 
^  the  old  King  again  rose  on  him,  and  stept  into  his  Poem ;  and 

*  his  Faust  got  transformed  into  an  unresting,  creating,  pitilessly 

*  exacting  Master,  foreing-on  his  salutifereus  drains  and  fruitful 

*  canals  through  the  morasses  of  the  Weichsel.'^® 

These  statements  and  pencillings  of  Freytag,  apart 
from  here  and  there  a  flourish  of  poetic  sentiment,  I 
believe  my  readers  can  accept  as  essentially  true,  and  a 
correct  portrait  of  the  fact.  And  therewith,  con  la  bocca 
doke^  we  will  rise  from  this  Supper  of  Horrors.     That 

*^  Compare  Preuss,  iv.  60-71. 

*•  G-.  Freytag,  Neue  Bilder  au9  dem  Lehen  des  deutsclien  Volhes  (Leip- 
zig, 1862),  pp.  397-408. 
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Friedrich  fortified  the  Country,  that  he  built  an  im- 
pregnable Graudentz,  and  two  other  Fortresses,  ren- 
dering the  Country,  and  himself  on  that  Eastern  side, 
impregnable  henceforth,  all  readers  can  believe.  Fried- 
rich  has  been  building  various  Fortresses  in  this  interim, 
though  we  have  taken  no  notice  of  them ;  building  and 
repairing  many  things ; — trimming  up  his  Military  quite 
to  the  old  pitch,  as  the  most  particular  thing  of  all.  He 
has  his  new  Silesian  Fortress  of  Sflberberg, — ^big  Fort- 
ress, looking  into  certain  dangerous  Bohemian  Doors 
(in  Tobias  Stusche's  Coimtry,  if  readers  recollect  an  old 
adventure  now  mythical) ; — ^his  new  Silesian  Silberberg, 
his  newer  Polish  Graudentz,  and  many  others,  and  flat- 
ters himself  he  is  not  now  pregnable  on  any  side. 

A  Friedrich  working,  all  along,  in  Poland  especially, 
amid  what  circumambient  deluges  of  maledictory  out- 
cries, and  mendacious  shriekeries  from  an  ill-informed 
Public,  is  not  now  worth  mentioning.  Mere  distracted 
rumours,  of  the  Pamphleteer  and  Newspaper  kind ; 
which,  after  hunting  them  a  long  time,  through  dense 
and  rare,  end  mostly  in  zero,  and  angry  darkness  of 
some  poor  human  brain, — or  even  testify  in  favour 
of  this  Head- Worker,  and  of  the  sense  he  shows, 
especially  of  the  patience.     For  example :  that  of  the 

*  Polish  Towns  and  Villages,  ordered'  by  this  Tyrant 

*  to  deliver,  each  of  them,  so  many  marriageable  girls; 

*  each  girl  to  bring  with  her  as  dowry,  furnished  by  her 
'  parents,  1  feather-bed,  4  pillows,  1  cow,  3  s\^e,  and 
'  3  ducats,' — in  which  desirable  condition  this  tyran- 
nous King  '  sent  her  into  the  Brandenburg  States  to  be 
'  wedded  and  promote  population.'^®  Feather-beds,  swine 

•  Idndsey,  Letters  on  Poland  (Letter  2d),  p.  61 ;  Peysaonnel  (in  some 
French  Book  of  his,  ^  solemnly  presented  to  Louis  XVT  and  the  Consti- 
tuent Assembly :'  cited  in  Preuss,  ir.  85)  ;  &c.  &c. 
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and  ducats,  had  their  value  in  Brandenburg;  but  were 

girls  such  a  scarcity  there?     Most  extraordinary  new 

Rape  of  the  Sabines ;  for  which  Herr  Preuss  can  find 

no  basis  or  source, — ^nor  can  I ;  except  in  the  brain  of 

Reverend  Lindsey  and  his  loud  Letters  on  Poland  above 

mentioned. 

Dantzig  too,  and  the  Harbour-dues,  what  a  case! 
Dantzig  Harbour,  that  is  to  say,  Netze  River,  be- 
longs mainly  to  Friedrich,  Dantzig  City  not, — ^such  the 
Czarina's  lofty  whim,  in  the  late  Partition  Treatyings; 
not  good  to  contradict,  in  the  then  circumstances;  still 
less  afterwards,  though  it  brought  chicanings  more  than 
enough.  *  And  she  was  not  ill-pleased  to  keep  this  thorn 
in  the  King's  foot  for  her  own  conveniences,'  thinks  the 
King;  though,  mainly,  he  perceives  that  it  is  the  Eng- 
lish acting  on  her  grandiose  mind :  English,  who  were 
apprehensive  for  their  Baltic  trade  under  this  new  Pro- 
prietor, and  who  egged  on  an  ambitious  Czarina  to 
protect  Human  Liberty,  and  an  inflated  Dantzig  Biir- 
germeister  to  stand  up  for  ditto;  and  made  a  dismal 
shriekery  in  the  Newspapers,  and  got  into  dreadM  ill- 
humour  with  said  Proprietor  of  Dantzig  Harbour,  and 
have  never  quite  recovered  from  it  to  this  day.  Lind- 
sey's  Polish  Letters  are  very  loud  again  on  this  occasion, 
aided  by  his  Seven  Dialogv£s  on  Poland;  concerning 
which,  partly  for  extinct  Lindsey's  sake,  let  us  cite  one 
small  passage,  and  so  wind  up. 

March  2c?,  1775,  in  answer  to  Voltaire,  Friedrich 
writes :  *  ♦  "  The  Polish  Dialogues  you  speak  of 
"  are  not  known  to  me.  I  think  of  such  Satires,  with 
"  Epictetus :  '  If  they  tell  any  truth  of  thee,  correct 
"  thyself;  if  they  are  lies,  laugh  at  them.'  I  have 
"  learned,  with  years,  to  become  a  steady  coach-horse; 
"  I  do  my  stage,  like  a  diligent  roadster,  and  pay  no 
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"  heed  to  the  little  dogs  that  will  bark  by  the  way." 

And  then,  three  weeks  after : 

"  I  have  at  length  got  the  Seven  Dialogues  on  Po- 

"  land;  and  the  whole  history  of  them  as  well.     The 

"  Author  is  an  Englishman  named  Lindsey,  Parson  by 

"  profession,  and  Tutor  to  the  young  Prince  Ponia- 

"  towski,   the  King  of  Poland's   Nephew," — Nephew 

Joseph,  Andreas's  Son,  not  the  undistinguished  Nephew : 

so  we  wfll  believe  for  poor  loud  Lindsey's  sake !     "  It 

"  was  at  the  instigation  of  the  Czartoryskis,  Uncles  of 

"the  King,  that  Lindsey  composed  this  Satire, — in 

"  English  first  of  all.    Satire  ready,  they  perceived  that 

"  nobody  in  Poland  would  understand  it,  unless  it  were 

"  translated  into  French ;  which  accordingly  was  done. 

"  But  as  their  translator  was  unskilful,  they  sent  the 

"  Dialogtces  to  a  certain  Gerard  at  Dantzig,  who  at  that 

"  time  was  French  Consul  there,  and  who  is  at  present 

"  a  Clerk  in  your  Foreign  Office  under  M.  de  Vergennes. 

"  This  Gerard,  who  does  not  want  for  wit,  but  who  does 

"  me  the  honour  to  hate  me  cordially,  retouched  these 

"  Dialogues,  and  put  them  into  the  condition  they  were 

"  published  in.     I  have  laughed  a  good  deal  at  them : 

"  here  and  there  occur  coarse  things  {grossieretis),  and 

"  platitudes  of  the  insipid  kind ;  but  there  are  traits  of 

"  good  pleasantry.     I  shall  not  go  fencing  with  goose- 

"  quills  against  this  sycophant.   As  Mazarin  said,  'Let 

"  the  French  keep  singing,  provided  they  let  us  keep 

"  doing.'  "^ 

«•  (Euvre$  de  FrSdSric,  xziii.  319-321 :  *  Potsdam,  2d  March  1775/  and 
*  26th  March*  f oflowing.    Sec  FreusSj  iii.  276,  iv.  86. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

A  CHAPTER  OF  MISCELLANIES. 

After  Neustadt,  Kaiser  Joseph  and  the  Kmg  had  no 
more  Interviews.  Kaunitz's  procedures  in  the  subse- 
quent Pacification  and  Partition  busiuess  had  completely 
estranged  the  two  Sovereigns  :  to  friendly  visiting,  a 
very  difierent  state  of  mutual  feeling  had  succeeded; 
which  went  on,  such  "the  immeasurable  ambition" 
visible  in  some  of  us,  deepening  and  worsening  itself, 
instead  of  improving  or  abating.  Friedrich  had  Joseph's 
Portrait  hung  in  conspicuous  position  in  the  rooms 
where  he  lived ;  somebody  noticing  the  fact,  Friedrich 
answered :  "  Ah,  yes,  I  am  obliged  to  keep  that  young 
Gentleman  in  my  eye."  And,  in  effect,  the  rest  of  Fried- 
rich's  Political  Activity,  from  this  time  onwards,  may  be 
defined  as  an  ever-vigUant  defence  of  himself,  and  of  the 
German  Reich,  against  Austrian  Encroachment :  which, 
to  him,  in  the  years  then  running,  was  the  grand  im- 
pending peril;  and  which  to  us  in  the  new  times  has 
become  so  inexpressibly  uninteresting,  and  will  bear  no 
narrative.  Austrian  Encroachment  did  not  prove  to  be 
the  death-peril  that  had  overhung  the  world  in  Fried- 
rich's  last  years ! — 

These,  accordingly,  are  years  in  which  the  Historical 
interest  goes  on  diminishing ;  and  only  the  Biographical, 
were  anything  of  Biography  attainable,  is  left.  Fried- 
rich's  industrial,  economic  and  other  Royal  activities 
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are  as  beautiful  as  ever;  but  cannot  to  our  readers,  in 
our  limits,  be  described  with  advantage.  Events  of 
world  interest,  after  the  Partition  of  Poland,  do  not 
fall  out,  or  Friedrich  is  not  concerned  in  them.  It  is 
a  dim  element;  its  significaace  chiefly  German  or  Prus- 
sian, not  European.  What  of  humanly  interesting  is 
discoverable  in  it, — at  least,  while  the  Austrian  Grudge 
continues  in  a  chronic  state,  and  has  no  acute  fit, — I  will 
here  present  in  the  shape  of  detached  Fragments,  suit- 
ably arranged  and  rendered  legible,  in  hopes  these  may 
still  have  some  lucency  for  readers,  and  render  more 
conceivable  the  surrounding  masses  that  have  to  be  left 
dark.  Our  first  Piece  is  of  Winter,  or  late  Autumn, 
1771, — while  the  solution  of  the  Polish  Business  is 
stiU  in  its  inchoative  stages ;  perfectly  complete  in  the 
Artist's  own  mind ;  Russia  too  adhering ;  but  Kaunitz 
80  refractory  and  contradictory. 

He^ir  Doctor  Zimmermami,  the  famous  Author  of 
the  Book  "  On  Solitude,''  walks  reverentially  be- 
fore FriedricNs  Door  in  the  Dusk  of  an  October 
Evening  ;  and  has  a  Boyal  Interview  next  Day. 

Friday  Evening,  25th  October  1771,  is  the  date  of 
Zimmermann's  walk  of  contemplation, — among  the  pale 
Statues  and  deciduous  Gardenings  of  Sans-Souci  Cot- 
tage (better  than  any  Rialto,  at  its  best), — the  eternal 
stars  coming  out  overhead,  and  the  transitory  candle- 
light of  a  King  Friedrich  close  by. 

*  At  Sans-Souci,'  says  he,  in  his  famed  Book,  '  where 

*  that  old  God  of  War  (Kriegsgott)  forges  his  thunder- 

*  bolts,  and  writes  Works   of  Intellect  for  Posterity; 

*  where  he  governs  his  People  as  the  best  father  would 

*  his  house;  where,  during  one  half  of  the  day,  he  accepts 


Digitized  by 


Google 


496  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING.  [Book  XXL 

25th  Oct.  1771. 

'and  reads  the  petitions  and  complaints  of  the  meanest 
'  citizen  or  peasant;  comes  to  help  of  his  Countries  on 
'  all  sides  with  astonishing  sums  of  money,  expecting 
'  no  jJayment,  nor  seeking  anything  but  the  Conmion 
'  Weal ;  and  where,  during  the  other  half,  he  is  a  Poet 
'  and  Philos6pher:— at  Sans-Souci,  I  say,  there  reigns 
'  all  round  a  silence,  in  which  you  can  hear  the  faintest 
'  breath  of  every  soft  wind.  I  mounted  this  Hill  for 
'  the  first  time  in  Winter'  (late  Autumn,  25th  October 
1771,  edge  of  Winter),  'in  the  dusk.  When  I  beheld 
'  the  small  Dwelling-House  of  this  Convulser  of  the 
*  World  close  by  me,  and  was  near  his  very  chamber,  I 
'  saw  indeed  a  light  inside,  but  no  sentry  or  watchman 
'  at  the  Hero's  door;  no  soul  to  ask  me.  Who  I  was,  or 
'  What  I  wanted.  I  saw  nothing;  and  walked  about  as 
'  I  pleased  before  this  small  and  silent  House.'^ 

Yes,  Doctor,  this  is  your  Kriegsgott;  throned  in  a 
free  and  easy  fashion.  In  regard  to  that  of  Sentries, 
I  believe  these  do  come  up  from  Potsdam  nightly,  a 
corporal  and  six  rank-and-file;  but  perhaps  it  is  at  a 
later  hour;  perhaps  they  sit  within  doors,  silent,  not  to 
make  noises.  Another  gentleman,  of  sauntering  noc- 
turnal habits,  testifies  to  having,  one  night,  seen  the 
King  actually  asleep  in  bed,  the  doors  being  left  ajar.^ — 
As  Zimmermann  had  a  Dialogue  next  day  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, which  we  propose  to  give ;  still  more,  as  he  made 
such  noise  in  the  world  by  other  Dialogues  with  Fried- 
rich,  and  by  a  strange  Book  about  them,  which  are 
still  ahead, — ^readers  may  desire  to  know  a  little  who 
or  what  the  Zimmermann  is,  and  be  willing  for  a  rough 
brief  Note  upon  him,  which  certainly  is  not  readier  than 
it  is  rough : 

>  Preuss,  i.  387  Ofrom  Eintamheit,^  Zimmemiann's  Solitude^  *i.  110; 
Edition  of  Leipzig,  1784').  «  IbiA  L  388. 
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Johann  George  Zimmennaim ;  bom  1728,  at  Brugg  in  the 
Canton  of  Bern,  where  his  Father  seems  to  have  had  some  little 
property  and  no  employment,  *  a  Rathsherr  (Town-Councillor), 
who  was  much  respected/  Of  brothers  or  sisters,  no  mention. 
The  Mother  being  from  the  French  part  of  the  Canton,  lie 
learned  to  speak  both  languages.  Went  to  Bern  for  his  Latin 
and  high-schooling ;  then  to  Gottingen,  where  he  studied  Medi- 
cine, under  the  once  great  Haller  and  other  now  dimmed  cele- 
brities. Haller,  himself  from  Bern,  had  taken  Zimmermann  to 
board,  and  became  much  attached  to  him :  Haller,  in  1752,  came 
on  a  summer  visit  to  native  Bern ;  Zimmermann,  who  had  in  the 
mean  time  been  ^  for  a  few  months'  in  France,  in  Italy  and  Eng- 
land, now  returned  and  joined  him  there ;  but  the  great  man, 
feeling  very  poorly  and  very  old,  decided  that  he  would  like  to  stay 
in  Bern,  and  not  move  any  more ; — Zimmermann,  accordingly, 
was  sent  to  Gottingen  to  bring  Mrs.  Haller,  with  her  Daughters, 
bandboxes  and  effects,  home  to  Bern.  Which  he  did ; — and  not 
only  them,  but  a  soft  ingenious,  ingenuous,  and  rather  pretty 
young  Gottingen  Lady  along  with  them,  as  his  own  Wife  withal. 
With  her  he  settled  as  Stadipkysicus  (Town-Doctor)  in  native 
Brugg ;  where  his  beloved  Hallers  were  within  reach ;  and  prac- 
tice in  abundance,  and  honours,  all  that  the  place  yielded,  were 
in  readiness  for  him. 

IJere  he  continued  some  sixteen  years ;  very  busy,  very  suc- 
cessful in  medicine  and  literature ;  but  ^  tormented  with  hypo- 
chondria;'— Shaving  indeed  an  immense  conceit  of  himself,  and 
generally  too  thin  a  skin  for  this  world.  Here  he  first  wrote  his 
Book  on  Solitude^  a  Book  famed  over  all  the  world  in  my  young 
days  (and  perhaps  still  famed) ;  he  wrote  it  a  second  time,  much 
enlargedj  about  thirty  years  after :'  I  read  it  (in  the  curtailed 
Enghsh-Mercier  form,  no  Scene  in  it  like  the  above),  in  early 
boyhood, — ^and  thank  it  for  nothing,  or  nearly  so.  Zimmermann 
lived  much  alone,  at  Bnigg,  and  elsewhere ;  all  his  days,  *  Hy- 

»  Betrachtungen  iiber  die  Eimamkeit^  von  Doctor  J.  G.  Zimmermann^ 
Stadtphyticus  in  Brugg  (Zurich,  1756),— as  yet  only  *  1  voL  8vo,  price  6d.' 
(5  groschen)  ;  but  it  grew  with  years ;  and  (Leipzig,  1784)  came  out  remo- 
delled into  4  voll. ; — ^was  translated  into  French, '  with  many  omissions,' 
by  Mercier  (Paris,  1790)  ;  into  English  from  Merder  (London,  1791). 
VOL.  VI.  KK 
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poohondria'  was  the  main  company  he  had : — and  it  was  natural, 
but  tinprofitable,  that  he  should  saj^  to  himself  and  others,  the 
best  he  could  for  that  bad  arrafigement :  poor  soul  I  He  wrote 
also  on  Medical  Experience^  a  famed  Book  in  its  day  ;^  also  on 
National  Pride;  and  became  famed  through  the  Universe,  and 
was  Member  of  infinite  Learned  Societies. 

All  which  rendered  dull  dead  Brugg  still  duller  and  more 
dead ;  unfit  utterly  for  a  man  of  such  sublime  accomplishments* 
Plenty  of  Counts  Stadion,  Kings  of  Poland  even,  offered  him 
engagements ;  eager  to  possess  such  a  man,  and  deliver  him  from 
dull  dead  Bragg ;  but  he  had  hypochondria,  and  always  feared 
their  deliverance  might  be  into  something  duller.  At  length, — 
in  his  fortieth  year,  1768, — the  place  of  Court-Physician  {Hof" 
medicus)^  at  Hanover,  was  oflFered  him  by  George  the  Third 
of  pious  memory,  and  this  he  resolved  to  accept ;  and  did  lift 
anchor,  and  accept  and  occupy  accordingly. 

Alas,  at  the  Gate  of  Hanover,  *  his  carriage  overset ;'  broke 
his  poor  old  Mother-in-law's  leg  (who  had  been  rejoicing  doubt- 
less to  get  home  into  her  own  Coimtry),  and  was  the  end  of  her, 
— ^poor  old  soul ; — ^and  the  beginning  of  misfortunes  continual 
and  too  tedious  to  mention.  Spleen,  envy,  malice  and  calumny, 
from  the  Hanover  Medical  world ;  treatment,  *  by  the  old  buck- 
'  ram  Hof dames  who  had  drunk  coffee  with  George  H.,'  ^  which 
*  was  fitter  for  a  laquais-de-place'  than  for  a  medical  gentleman 
of  eminence:  imworthy  treatment,  in  fact,  in  many  or  most 
quarters; — ^followed  by  hypochondria,  by  dreadful  bodily  dis- 
order (kind  not  given  or  discoverable),  *  so  that  I  suffered  the 
pains  of  Hell,'  sat  weeping,  sat  gnashing  my  teeth,  and  couldn't 
write  a  Note  after  dinner ;  followed  finally  by  the  sickness,  and 
then  by  the  death,  of  my  poor  Wife,  ^  after  five  months  of  tor- 
ment.' Upon  which,  in  1771,  Zimmermann's  friends, — for  he 
had  many  friends,  being,  in  fact,  a  person  of  fine  graceful  intel- 
lect, high  proud  feelings  and  tender  sensibilities,  gone  all  to  this 
sad  state, — ^rallied  themselves ;  set  his  Hanover  house  in  order 
for  him  (governess  for  his  children,  what  not)  ;  and  sent  him  off 
to  Berlin,  there  to  be  dealt  with  by  one  Meckel,  an  incomparable 
Surgeon,  and  be  healed  of  his  dreadful  disorder  (^  Leibesschade^ 

*  *  Zfirich,  1763-4 :'  by  and  by,  one  *  Dobeon  did  it  into  EngliA; 
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of  which  the  first  traces  had  appeared  in  Brugg'), — ^though  to 
most  people  it  seemed  rather  he  would  die ;  *  and  one  Medical 

*  Eminency  in  Hanover  said  to  myself  (Zimmermann)  ^  one  day : 
*^  Dr.  So-and-so  is  to  have  your  Pension,  I  am  told ;  now,  by  all 
**  right,  it  should  belong  to  me,  don't  you  think  so  f ' '  What  ^  T 
thought  of  the  matter,  seeing  the  greedy  gentleman  thus  ^parting 
my  skin,'  may  be  conjectured ! — 

The  famed  Meckel  received  his  famed  patient  with  a  noble- 
ness worthy  of  the  heroic  ages.  Lodged  him  in  his  own  house, 
in  softest  beds  and  appliances ;  spoke  comfort  to  him,  hope  to 
him, — ^the  gallant  Meckel; — ^rallied^  in  fact,  the  due  medical  staff 
one  morning;  came  up  to  Zimmermann,  who  *  stripped,'  with  the 
heart  of  a  lamb  and  lion  conjoined,  and  trusting  in  God,  ^  flung 
himself  on  his  bed'  (on  his  face,  or  on  his  back,  we  never 
know),   and  there,  by  the  hands   of  Meckel  and  staff,   ^re- 

*  ceived  above  2,000  (two  thousand)  cuts,  in  the  space  of  an 
^  hour  and  half,  without  uttering  one  word  or  sound.'  A  fright- 
ful operation,  gallantly  endurecj,  and  skilfully  done;  wherebj 
the  *  bodily  disorder'  (Leibe8schade)y  whatever  it  might  be,  was 
effectually  and  forever  sent  about  its  business  by  the  noble 
Meckel. 

Hospitalities  and  soft  hushed  kindnesses  and  soothing  minis- 
trations, by  Meckel  and  by  everybody,  were  now  doubled  and 
trebled :  wise  kind  Madam  Meckel,  yoimg  kind  Mamsell  Meckel, 
and  the  Son  (who  ^  now,  in  1788,  lectures  in  Gottingen') ;  not 
these  only,  nor  Schmucker  Head  Army-Surgeon,  and  the  ever^ 
memorable  Herr  Generakhirurgus  Madan,  who  had  both  been  in 
the  operation ;  not  these  only,  but  by  degrees  all  that  was  distin- 
guished in  the  Berlin  world,  Bamler,  Biisching,  Sulzer,  Prime 
Minister  Herzberg,  Queen's  and  King's  Equerries,  and  honour- 
able men  and  women, — ^bore  him  ^  on  angel-wings'  towards  com- 
plete recovery.  Talked  to  him,  sang  and  danced  to  him  (at  least 
the  '  Muses'  and  the  female  Meckels  danced  and  sang),  and  all 
lapped  him  against  eating  cares,  till,  after  twelve  weeks,  he  was 
fairly  on  his  feet  again,  and  able  to  make  jaimts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood with  his  ^life's  saviour,'  and  enjoy  the  pleasant  Autumn 
weather  to  his  farther  profit. — ^All  this,  though  described  in  ridi- 
culous superlative  by  Zimmermann,  is  really  touching,  beautiful 
and  human :  perhaps  never  in  his  life  was  he  so  happy,  or  a 
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thousandth  part  so  helped  by  man,  as  while  under  the  roof  of  this 
thrice-useful  Meckel, — ^more  power  to  Meckel  I 

Head  Army-Surgeon  Schmucker  had  gone  through  all  the 
Seven-Years  War;  Zimmermann,  an  ardent  Hero-worshipper, 
was  never  weaty  questioning  him,  listening  to  him  in  full  career 
of  narrative,  on  this  great  subject, — only  eight  years  old  at 
that  time.  Among  their  country  drives,  Meckel  took  him  to 
Potsdam,  twenty  English  miles  off;  in  the  end  of  October, 
there  to  stay  a  night.  This  was  the  ever-memorable  Friday, 
when  we  first  ascended  the  Hill  of  Sans-Soud,  and  had  our 
evening  walk  of  contemplation ; — ^to  be  followed  by  a  morrow 
which  was  ten  times  more  memorable ;  as  readers  shall  now  see.* 

Next  day  J  Zimmermann  has  a  Dialogue,  Schmucker  had  his 
apartments  in  ^Little  Sans-SouciJ  where  the  King  now  lived 
(Big  San»-Souci,  or  *  Sans-Souci'  by  itself,  means  in  those  dap, 
not  in  ours  at  all,  *New  Palace,  Neue  Palais^  now  in  all  its 
splendour  of  fresh  finish).  De  Catt,  Friedrich's  Reader,  whom 
we  know  well,  was  a  Genevese,  and  knew  Zimmermann  from 
of  old.  Schmucker  and  De  Catt  were  privately  twitching  up 
Friedrich's  curiosity, — to  whom  also  Zimmermann's  name,  and 
perhaps  his  late  surgical  operation  might  be  kxiown :  ^^  Can  he 
speak  French!"  —  "Native  to  him,  your  Majesty."  Fried- 
rich  had  some  notion  to  see  Zimmermann ;  and  judicious  De 
Catt,  on  this  fortunate  Saturday,  *26th  October  1771,'  morrow 
after  Zimmermann's   arrival   at  Potsdam,  'came   to   our  inn 

*  about  1  P.M.'  (King^s  dinner  just  •  done) ;  *  and  asked  me  to 
'  come  and  look  at  the  beauties  of  Sans-Souci'  (Big  Sans-Souci) 

*  for  a  little.'  Zimmermann  willingly  went :  Catt  left  him  in 
good  hands  to  see  the  beauties ;  slipt  off,  for  his  own  part,  to 

*  Little  Sans-Souci ;'  came  back,  took  Zimmermann  thither ;  left 
him  M-ith  Schmucker,  all  trembling,  thinking  perhaps  the  King 
might  call  him.     'I  trembled  sometimes,  then  again  I  felt  ex- 

*  ceeding  happiness :'  I  was  in  Schmucker^s  room,  sitting  by  the 
fire,  mostly  alone  for  a  good  while,  *the  room  that  had  once 

*  been  Marquis  d'Argens's'  (who  is  now  dead,  and  buried  far 

•  Jordens,  Lexikon  (§  Zimmermann)^  v.  632-658  (exact  and  even  elo- 
quent account,  as  these  of  Jordens,  unexpectedly,  often  axe) ;  Zimmer- 
mann himself,  Vhterredungen  mit  Friedrich  dem  Gfrossen  (ubi  infra) ; 
Tissot,  Vie  de  M,  Zimmermann  (Lausanne,  1797)  ;  &c.  &c. 
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away,  good  old  soul); — ^when,  at  last,  about  half-past  4,  Catt 
came  jumping  in,  breathless  with  joy ;  snatched  me  up :  ^^  His 
Majesty  wants  to  speak  with  you  this  very  moment !"  Zimmer- 
mann's  self  shall  say  the  rest. 

'  I  hurried,  hand-in-hand  with  Oatt,  along  a  row  of  Chambers. 
"  Here,"  said  Catt,  "  we  are  now  at  the  Eang^s  room  T — ^My  heart 

*  thumped,  like  to  spring  out  of  my  body.  Catt  went  in ;  but 
'  next  moment  the  door  again  opened,  and  Catt  bade  me  enter. 

^  In  the  middle  of  the  room  stood  an  iron  camp-bed  without 
'  curtains.     There,  on  a  worn  mattrass,  lay  King  Friedrich,  the 

*  terror  of  Europe,  without  coverlet,  in  an  old  blue  roquelaure. 

*  He  had  a  big  cocked-hat,  with  a  white  feather^  (hat  aged,  worn 
soft  as  duffel,  equal  to  most  caps ;  ^  feather^  is  not  perpendicular, 
but  horizontal,  round  the  inside  of  the  brim),  'on  his  head. 

'The  King  took  off  his  hat  very  graciously,  when  I  was 
'  perhaps  ten  steps  from  him ;  and  said  in  French  (our  whole 
'  Dialogue  proceeded  in  French) :  "  Come  nearer,  M.  Zimmer- 
'  mann." 

'  I  advanced  to  within  two  steps  of  the  Bang ;  he  said  in  the 
'  mean  while  to  Catt :  "  Call  Schmucker  in,  too."  Herr  Schmucker 
'  capie ;  placed  himself  behind  the  King,  his  back  to  the  wall ; 
^  and  Catt  stood  behind  me.    Now  the  Colloquy  began. 

King.  "  I  hear  you  have  found  your  health  again  in  Berlin ; 
*'  I  wish  you  joy  of  that."  Ego.  "I  have  found  my  life 

"  agam  in  Berlin ;  but  at  this  moment.  Sire,  I  find  here  a  still 
*'  greater  happiness  1"  (Ach  /) 

King.  "  You  have  stood  a  cruel  operation :  you  must  have 
"  suffered  horribly?"  Ego.  "  Sire,  it  was  well  worth  while." 

King.  "  Did  you  let  them  bind  you  before  the  operation?" 

Ego.  "  No :  I  resolved  to  keep  my  freedom." 

King  (laughing  in  a  very  kind  manner).  "  Oh,  you  behaved 
^'  like  a  brave  Switzer  1   But  are  you  quite  recovered,  though?" 

Ego.  "  Sire,  I  have  seen  all  the  wonders  of  your  creation  in 
''  Sans-Souci,  and  feel  well  in  looking  at  them." 

King.  ^^  I  am  glad  of  that.  But  you  must  have  a  care,  and 
*^  especially  not  get  on  horseback."  Ego.  "  It  will  be  plea- 

^'  sant  and  easy  for  me  to  follow  the  counsels  of  your  Majesty." 

King.  "  From  what  Town  in  the  Canton  of  Bern  are  you 
«  originaQy  ?"  Ego.  «  From  Brugg." 
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Kijig.  "  I  don't  know  that  Town."  (*  No  wonder,  thought  I !') 

King.  "  Where  did  you  study  1"  Ego.  **  At  Gottingen : 

"  Haller  was  my  teacher." 

King.  "  What  is  M.  Haller  doing  nowt"  Ego,  "  He  is 

^^  concluding  his  literaiy  career  with  a  romance."  ('  Usotig  had 
just  come  out ;' — ^no  mortal  now  reads  a  word  of  it ;  and  the 
great  Haller  is  dreadfully  forgotten  already  1) 

King.  "  Ah,  that  is  pretty  1 — On  what  system  do  you  treat 
"  yoiu*  patients  ?"  Ego.  "  Not  on  any  system." 

King.  '^  But  there  are  some  Physicians  whose  methods  you 
"  prefer  to  those  of  others  ?"  Ego.  "  I  especially  like  Tis- 

"  sot's  methods,  who  is  a  familiar  friend  of  mine." 

King.  "  I  know  M.  Tissot.  I  have  read  his  writings,  and 
"  value  them  very  much.  On  the  whole,  I  love  the  Art  of  Me- 
"  dicine.  My  Father  wished  me  to  get  some  knowledge  in  it. 
"  He  often  sent  me  into  the  Hospitals ;  and  even  into  those  for 
"  venereal  patients,  with  a  view  of  warning  by  example." 

Ego.  "  And  by  terrible  example ! — Sire,  Medicine  is  a  very 
"  difficult  Art.  But  your  Majesty  is  used  to  bring  all  Arts  under 
"  subjection  to  the  force  of  your  genius,  and  to  conquer  all  that 
« is  difficult." 

King.  "Alas,  no:  I  cannot  conquer  all  that  is  difficult!" 
(Hard-mouthed  Kaunitz,  for  example ;  stockstill,  with  his  right 
ear  turned  on  Turkey :  how  get  Kaunitz  into  step  I) — ^  Here  the 

*  King  became  reflective ;  was  silent  for  a  little  moment,  and  then 

*  asked  me,'  with  a  most  bright  smile :  "  How  many  churchyards 
"  have  you  filled?"  (A  common  question  of  his  to  Members  of 
the  Faculty.)  Ego.  "  Perhaps,  in  my  youth,  I  have  done  a 
"  little  that  way  1/  But  now  it  goes  better ;  for  I  am  timid  rather 
«  than  bold." 

King.  "  Very  good,  very  good." 

*  Our  Dialogue  now  became  extremely  brisk.  The  King 
^  quickened  into  extraordinary  vivacity ;  and  examined  me  now 

*  in  the  character  of  Doctor,  with  such  a  stringency  as,  in  the 
^  year  1751,  at  Gottingen,  when  I  stood  for  my  Degree,  the 
^  learned  Professors  Haller,  Richter,  Segner,  and  Brendel  (for 

*  which  Heaven  recompense  them !)  never  dreamed  of !  All  in- 
^  flammatory  fevers,  and  the  most  important  of  the  slow  diseases, 

*  the  King  mustered  with  me,  in  their  order.     He  asked  me, 
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*  How  and  whereby  I  recognised  each  of  these  diseases ;  how 

*  and  whereby  distinguished  them  from  the  approximate  mala- 

*  dies ;  what  my  procedure  was  in  simple  and  in  complicated 

*  cases ;  and  how  I  cured  all  those  disorders  f     On  the  varieties,' 

*  the  accidents,  the  mode  of  treatment,  of  spaall-pox  especially, 

*  the  King  inquired  with  peculiar  strictness ; — ^and  spoke,  with 

*  much  emotion,  of  that  young  Prince  of  his  House  who  was  car- 
'  ried  off,  some  years  ago,  by  that  disorder^ — (suddenly  arrested 
by  it,  while  on  march  with  his  regiment,  ^  near  Ruppin,  26th 
May  1767.*  This  is  the  Prince  Henri,  junior  Brother  of  the 
subsequent  King,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  H.,  who,  among  other 
fooleries,  invaded  France,  in  1792,  with  such  success.  Both 
Henri  and  he,  as  boys,  used  to  be  familiar  to  us  in  the  final 
winters  of  the  late  War.  Poor  Henri  had  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen, — as  yet  all  brightness,  amiability,  and  nothing  else: 
Friedrich  sent  an  £loge  of  him  to  his  Acadhfiiej^  which  is  touch- 
ingly  and  strangely  filled  with  authentic  sorrow  for  this  young 
Nephew  of  his,  but  otherwise  empty, — ^a  mere  bottle  of  sighs 
and  tears).  ^  Then  he  came  upon  Inoculation ;  went  along  over 
^  an  incredible  multitude  of  other  medical  subjects.  Lito  all  he 
^  threw  masterly  glances ;  spoke  of  all  with  the  soundest'  (all  in 
superlative)  ^knowledge  of  the  matter,  and  with  no  less  pene- 
^  tration  than  Uveliness  and  sense. 

^  With  heartfelt  satisfaction,  and  with  the  freest  soul,  I  made 
^  my  answers  to  his  Majesty.     It  is  true,  he  potently  supported 

*  and  encouraged  me.  Ever  and  anon  his  Majesty  was  saying 
'  to  me :  "  That  is  very  good ; — ^that  is  excellently  thought  and 
"  expressed ; — ^your  mode  of  proceeding,  altogether,  pleases  me 
"  very  well ; — I  rejoice  to  see  how  much  our  ways  of  thinking 
**  correspond."  Often,  too,  he  had  the  graciousness  to  add :  "  But 
"  I  weary  you  with  my  many  questions  1"     His  scientific  ques- 

*  tions  I  answered  with  simpUcity,  clearness  and  brevity ;  and 

*  could  not  forbear  sometimes  expressing  my  astonishment  at 

*  the  deep  and  conclusive  (tiefen  und  frappanten)  medical  in- 

*  sights  and  judgments  of  the  King. 

*  His  Majesty  came  now  upon  the  history  of  his  own  maladies. 

*  He  told  me  them  over,  in  their  series ;  and  asked  my  opinion 

«  In  (Euvres  de  Frideric,  viL  37  et  aeq. 
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*  and  advice  about  each.  On  the  HcBmorrJioids,  which  he  greatly 
^  complained  of,  I  said  something  that  struck  him.  Instantly  he 
'  started  up  in  hia  bed ;  turned  his  head  round  towards  the  wall, 
'  and  said :  "  Schmucker,  write  me  that  down !"     I  started  in 

*  fright  at  this  word ;  and  not  without  reason  I  Then  our  Col- 
^  loquy  proceeded :  • 

King.  "  The  Gout  likes  to  take  up  his  quarters  with  me ;  he 
"  knows  I  am  a  Prince,  and  thinks  I  shall  feed  him  well.  But  I 
"  feed  him  ill ;  I  live  very  meagrely." 

Ego.  "  May  Gout  thereby  get  disgusted,  and  forbear  ever 
*^  calling  on  your  Majesty  1" 

King.  "  I  am  grown  old.  Diseases  will  no  longer  have  pity 
"  on  me."  JEgo,  "  Europe  feels  that  your  Majesty  is  not 

"  old ;  and  your  Majesty's  look  (pIiT/siognomie)  shows  that  you 
"  have  still  the  same  force  as  in  your  thirtieth  year." 

King  (laughing,  and  shaking  his  head).  "  Well,  well,  well  T* 

^  In  this  way,  for  an  hour  and  quarter,  with  imintemipted 

*  vivacity,  the  Dialogue  went  on.  At  last  tlie  King  gave  me  the 
'  sign  to  go ;  lifting  his  hat  very  kindly,  and  sajdng :  "  Adieu, 
*^  my  dear  M.  Zimmermann ;  I  am  very  glad  to  have  seen  you." 
Towards  6  p.m.  now,  and  Friedrich  must  sign  his  Despatches ; 
have  his  Concert,  have  his  reading ;  then  to  supper  (as  spectator 
only), — ^with  Quintus  Icilius  and  old  Lord  Marischal,  to-night, 
or  whom  V 

^Herr  von  Catt  accompanied  me  into  the  anteroom,  and 
'  Schmucker  followed.  I  could  not  stir  from  the  spot ;  could 
^  not  speak,  was  so  charmed  and  so  touched,  that  I  broke  into  a 

*  stream  of  tears'  (being  very  weak  of  nerves  at  the  time !).  *  Herr 
^  von  Catt  said :  "  I  am  now  going  back  to  the  King ;  go  you 
"  into  the  room  where  I  took  you  up ;  about  eight,  I  will  con- 
"  duct  you  home."     I  pressed  my  excellent  countryman's  hand, 

*  r — ^  Schmucker  said,  I  had  stood  too  near  his  Majesty ;  I  had 
^  spoken  too  frankly,  with  too  much  vivacity ;  nay,  what  was 
^  unheard  of  in  the  world,  I  had  "  gesticulated"  before  his  Ma- 

*  jesty  1     "In  presence  of  a  King,"  said  Herr  Schmucker,  "one 

^  Of  IciliuB,  and  a  quarrel  and  estrangement  there  had  lately  been,  nov 
happily  reconciled,  see  Nioolai,  Anekdoten,  vi  140-142. 
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^^  must  stand  stiff,  and  not  stir."  De  Catt  came  back  to  us  at 
'  eight ;  and,  in  Schmucker^s  presence'  (let  him  chew  the  cud  of 
that !),  ^  reported  the  following  little  Dialogue  with  the  King : 

King.  "  What  says  Zimmermann  ?"  De  Catt.  "  Zimmer- 
"  mann,  at  the  door  of  your  Majesty's  room,  burst  into  a  stream 
"  of  tears."  King.  "  I  love  thpse  tender  affectionate  hearts ; 
"  I  love  right  well  those  brave  Swiss  people  T' 

*  Next  morning  the  King  was  heard  to  say :  "  I  have  found 
"  Zimmermann  quite  what  you  described  him." — Catt  assured  me 
^  furthermore,  "  Since  the  Seven -Years  War  there  had  thousands 
"  of  strangers,  persons  of  rank,  come  to  Potsdam,  wishing  to 
'*  speak  with  the  King,  and  had  not  attained  that  favour ;  and 
"  of  those  who  had,  there  could  not  one  individual  boast  that  his 
"  Majesty  had  talked  with  him  an  hour  and  quarter  at  once." ' 
(Fourteen  years  hence,  he  dismissed  Mirabeau  in  half  an  hour; 
which  was  itself  a  good  allowance.) 

^  Sunday  27th,  I  left  Potsdam,  with  my  kind  Meckels,  in  an 
^  enthusiasm  of  admiration,  astonishment,  love  and  gratitude ; 

*  wrote  to  the  King  from  Berlin,  sent  him  a  Tissot's  Book 
^  (marked  on  the  margins  for  Majesty's  use),  which  he  acknow- 

*  ledged  by  some  word  to  Catt ;  whereupon  P — In  short,  I  got 
home  to  Hanover,  in  a  more  or  less  seraphic  condition, — 'with 
indescribable,  unspeakable,'  what  not, — early  in  November ;  and, 
as  a  healed  man,  never  more  troubled  with  that  disorder,  though 
still  troubled  with  many  and  many,  endeavoured  to  get  a  little 
work  out  of  myself  again.^ 

*  Zimmermann  was  tall,  handsome  of  shape ;  his  ex- 
'  terior  was  distinguished  and  imposing,'  says  Jordens.^ 

*  He  had  a  firm  and  light  step;  stood  gracefully;  pre- 

*  sented  himself  well.  He  had  a  fine  head;  his  voice 
'  was  agreeable ;  and  intellect  sparkled  in  his  eyes :' — 
had  it  not  been  for  those  dreadful  hypochondrias,  and 
confused  disasters,  a  very  pretty  man.  At  the  time  of 
this  first  visit  to  Friedrich  he  is  43  years  of  age,  and 

*  Zimmermann,  Heine  Unterredungen  (Dialogaes)  with  Friedrich  the 
Great  (8vo,  Leipadg,  1788),  pp.  306-326.  •  Ubi  suprd,  p.  643. 
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Friedrich  is  on  the  borders  of  60.  Zimmermann,  with 
still  more  famous  Dialogues^  will  reappear  on  us  fix^m 
Hanover,  on  a  sad  occasion!  Meanwhile,  few  weeks 
after  him,  here  is  a  Visit  of  far  more  joyful  kind. 

Sister  Ulrique^  Queen-Dowager  of  Sweden^  reuisits 
her  native  Place  (December  1771 — ^August 
1772). 

Prince  Henri  was  hardly  home  from  Petersburg  and 
the  Swedish  Visit,  when  poor  Adolf  Friedrich,  King  of 
Sweden,  died.^^  A  very  great  and  sad  event  to  his 
Queen,  who  had  loved  her  old  man;  and  is  now  left 
solitary,  eclipsed,  in  circumstances  greatly  altered  on  the 
sudden.  In  regard  to  settlements.  Accession  of  the  new 
Prince,  dowager  revenues  and  the  like,  all  went  right 
enough ;  which  was  some  alleviation,  though  an  incon- 
siderable, to  the  sorrowing  Widow.  Her  two  Princes 
were  absent,  touring  over  Europe,  when  their  Father 
died,  and  the  elder  of  them,  Karl  Gustav,  suddenly  saw 
himself  King.  They  were  in  no  breathless  haste  to 
return ;  visited  their  Uncle,  their  Prussian  kindred,  on 
the  way,  and  had  an  interesting  week  at  Potsdam  and 
Berlin  ;^^  Karl  Gustav  fljdng  diligently  about,  still  incog- 
nito, as  *  Graf  von  Gothland,' — a  spirited  young  fellow, 
perhaps  too  spirited; — and  did  not  reach  home  tiU  May- 
day was  come,  and  the  outburst  of  the  Swedish  Summer 
at  hand. 

Some  think  the  young  King  had  ab-eady  some- 
thing dangerous  and  serious  in  view,  and  wished  his 
Mother  out  of  the  way  for  a  time.  Certain  it  is  she 
decided  on  a  visit  to  her  native  Country  in  December 
following:  arrived   accordingly,  December  2d,   1771; 

"  12th  February  1771.  "  April  22d-29th :  Rodenbeck,  iii  46. 
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and  till  the  middle  of  August  next  was  a  shining  pheno- 
menon in  the  Royal  House  and  upper  ranks  of  Berlin 
Society,  and  a  touching  and  interesting  one  to  the  busy 
Friedrich  himself,  as  may  be  supposed.     She  had  her 
own  Apartments  and  Household  at  Berlin,  in  the  Palace 
there,  I  think;  but  went  much  visiting  about,  and  re- 
ceiving many  visits, — ^fond  especially  of  literary  people. 
Friedrich's  notices  of  her  are  firequent  in  his  Letters 
of  the  time,  all  affectionate,  natural  and  reasonable. 
Here  are  the  first  two  I  meet  with :  To  the  Electress  of 
ScLxony  (three  weeks  after  Ulrique's  arrival) :  "  A  thou- 
'  sand  excuses.  Madam,  for  not  answering  sooner !  What 
'  will  plead  for  me  with  a  Princess  who  so  well  knows 

*  the  duties  of  friendship,  is,  that  I  have  been  occupied 

*  with  the  reception  of  a  Sister,  who  has  come  to  seek 
'  consolation  in  the  bosom  of  her  kindred  for  the  loss  of 

*  a  loved  Husband,  the  remembrance  of  whom  saddens 
'  and  afflicts  her."  And  again,  two  months  later :  *  ♦ 
'Your  Royal  Highness  deigns  to  take  so  obliging  an 
'  interest  in  the  visit  I  have  had"  (and  still  have)  "  from 
'  the  Queen  of  Sweden.  I  beheld  her  as  if  raised  from 
'  the  dead  to  me ;  for  an  absence  of  eight-and-twenty 
'  years,  in  the  short  space  of  our  duration,  is  almost 
'  equivalent  to  death.  She  arrived  among  us,  still  in 
'  great  affliction  for  the  loss  she  had  had  of  the  King; 

*  and  I  tried  to  distract  her  sad  thoughts  by  all  the 
'  dissipations  possible.     It  is  only  by  dint  of  such  that 

*  one  compels  the  mind  to  shift  away  from  the  fatal  idea 
'  where  grief  has  fixed  it :  this  is  not  the  work  of  a  day, 

*  but  of  time,  which  in  the  end  succeeds  in  everything. 
'  I  congratulate  your  Royal  Highness  on  your  Journey 
'  to  Bavaria"  (on  a  somewhat  similar  errand,  we  may 

politely  say) ;  "  where  you  will  find  yourself  in  the 
"  bosom  of  a  Family  that  adores  you :"  after  which,  and 
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the  sight  of  old  scenes,  how  pleasant  to  go  on  to  Italy, 
as  you  propose  !^^ 

Queen  Ulrique, — ^a  solid  and  ingenuous  character  (in 
childhood  a  favourite  of  her  Father's,  so  rational,  truth- 
ftd,  and  of  silent  staid  ways), — appears  to  have  been 
popular  in  the  Berlin  circles ;  pleasant  and  pleased, 
during  these  eight  months.  Formey,  especially  Thi^- 
bault,  are  copious  on  this  Visit  of  hers ;  and  give  a 
number  of  insipid  Anecdotes :  How  there  was  solemn 
Session  of  the  Academy  made  for  her,  a  Paper  of  the 
King's  to  be  read  there, ^^ — reading  beautifully  done  by 
me,  Thi^bault  (one  of  my  main  functions,  this  of  read- 
ing the  King's  Academy  Papers,  and  my  dates  of  them 
always  correct) ;  how  Thi^bault  was  invited  to  dinner  in 
consequence,  and  again  invited;  how  Formey  dined  With 
her  Majesty  Hwenty-five  times;'  and  *  preached  to  her 
in  the  Palace,  August  19th'  (should  be  August  9th) :  in- 
sipid wholly,  vapid  and  stupid;  descriptive  of  nothing, 
except  of  the  vapidities  and  vanities  of  certain  persons. 
Leaving  these,  we  will  take  an  Excerpt,  probably  our 
last,  from  authentic  Biisching,  which  is  at  least  to  be 
depended  on  for  perfect  accuracy,  and  has  a  feature  or 
two  of  portraiture. 

Biisching,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  is  home  from 
Russia;  comfortably  established  here  as  Consistorialrath, 
much  concerned  with  School-Superintendence;  stiU  more 
with  Geography^  -with  copious  rugged  Literature  of  the 
undigested  kind:  a  man  weU  seen  in  society;  has  'ax 

"  (Euvres  de  Frideric,  xriv.  230,  235.  *  24th  December  177i;  *  Febra- 
ary  1772.*  See  also  *  £pitre  a  la  Reine  Douairiere  de  Suede'  (Poem  on  the 
Troubles  she  has  had  :  CEuvres  de  Frederic^  xiiL  74,  *  written  in  December 
1770'),  and  *  Vers  a  la  Reine  de  Suede,'  *  January  1771'  (ibid.  79). 

"  ^Discours  de  VUtiliU  dee  Sciences  et  des  Arts  dans  un  jStaf  (in 
(Euvres  de  Frideric,  ix.  169  et  seq.) :  read  *  27th  January  1772.'  Formey, 
ii  16,  &c.  &c 
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families  of  rank  which  invite  him  to  dinner;'  all  the 
dining  he  is  equal  to,  with  so  much  undigested  writing 
on  his  hands.  Busching,  in  his  final  Section,  headed 
Berlin  Life^  Section  more  incondite  even  than  its  fore- 
goers,  has  this  passage : 

*  On  the  Queen-Dowager  of  Sweden,  Louise  Ulrique's,  com- 

*  ing  to  Berlin,  I  felt  not*a  little  embarrassed.     The  case  was 

*  this :  Most  part  of  the  Sixth  Volume  of  my  Magazin^  (meritori- 
ous curious  Book,  sometimes  quoted  by  us  here,  not  yet  known 
in  English  Libraries)  *  was  printed ;  and  in  it,  in  the  printed 

*  part,  were  various  things  that  concerned  the  deceased  Sovereign, 

*  King  Adolf  Friedrich,  and  his  Spouse'  (now  come  to  visit  us), — 
^  and  among  these  were  Articles  which  the  then  ruling  party  in 

*  Sweden  could  certainly  not  like.    And  now  I  was  afraid  these 

*  people  would  come  upon  the  false  notion,  that  it  was  from  the 

*  Queen-Dowager  I  had  got  the  Articles  in  question ; — ^notion 

*  altogether  false,  as  they  had  been  finmished  me  by  Baron  Korf ' 
(well  known  to  Hordt  and  others  of  us,  at  Petersburg,  in  the 
Czai>Peter  time),  ^  now  Russian  Minister  at  Copenhagen.   How- 

*  ever,  when  Duke  Friedrich  of  Brunswick'  (one  of  the  juniors, 
soldiering  here  with  his  Uncle,  as  they  almost  all  are)  *  wrote  to 
^  me,  one  day,  That  his  Lady  Aimt  the  Queen  of  Sweden  invited 
^  me  to  dine  with  her  tomorrow,  and  that  he,  the  Duke,  would 

*  introduce  me, — ^I  at  once  decided  to  lay  my  embarrassment  be- 

*  fore  the  Queen  herself. 

*  Next  day,  when  I  was  presented  to  her  Majesty,  ajie  took 

*  me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  to  a  window*  (as  was  her  custom 
with  guests  whom  she  judged  to  be  worth  questioning  and  talk- 
ing to),  *  and  so  placed  herself  in  a  comer  there  that  I  came  to 

*  stand  close  before  her ;  when  she  did  me  the  honour  to  ask  a 

*  great  many  questions  about  Russia,  the  Lnperial  Court  espe- 

*  dally,  and  most  of  all  the  Grand-Duke'  (Czar  Paul  that  is  to 
be, — a  kind  of  kinsman  he,  his  poor  Father  was  my  late  Hus- 
band's Cousin-german,  as  perhaps  you  know).    *A  great  deal 

*  of  time  was  spent  in  this  way ;  so  that  the  Princes  and  Prin- 

*  cesses,  punctual  to  invitation,  had  to  wait  above  half  an  hour 

*  long ;  and  the  Queen  was  more  than  once  informed  that  din- 

*  ner  was  on  the  table  and  getting  cold.    I  could  get  nothing  of 
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^  my  own  mentioned  here ;  all  I  could  do  was  to  draw  back^  in 

*  a  polite  way,  so  soon  as  the  Queen  would  permit :  and  af ter- 
'  wards,  at  table,  to  explain  with  brevity  my  concern  about  what 
'  was  printed  in  the  Magazine ;  and  request  the  Queen  to  permit 
^  me  to  send  it  her  to  read  for  herself.  She  had  it,  accordingly, 
^  that  same  afternoon. 

^  A  few  days  after,  she  invited  me  again ;  again  spoke  with 

*  me  a  long  while  in  the  window  embrasure,  in  a  low  tone  of 

*  voice ;  confirmed  to  me  all  that  she  had  read, — ^and,  in  parti- 

*  cular,  minutely  explained  that  Letter  of  the  Kin^  (one  of  my 
Pieces)  ^  in  which  he  relates  what  passed  between  him  and  Count 

*  Tessin'  (Son's  Tutor)  *  in  the  Queen's  Apartment.  At  table,  she 
^  very  soon  took  occasion  to  say :  "  I  cannot  imagine  to  myself 
**  how  the  Herr  Consistorialrath"  (Busching,  to  wit)  "  has  come 
*^  upon  that  Letter  of  my  deceased  Lord  the  King  of  Sweden's ; 
**  which  his  Majesty  did  write,  and  which  is  now  printed  in  your 
"  Magazine.  For  certain,  the  King  showed  it  to  nobody.**  Where- 
upon Busching :  ^  Certainly ;  nor  is  that  to  be  imagined,  your 
**  Majesty.  But  the  person  it  was  addressed  to  must  have  shown 
"  it ;  and  so  a  copy  of  it  has  come  to  my  hands."  Queen  still  ex- 
presses her  wonder ;  whereupon  again,  Busching^  with  a  courage- 
ous candour :  "  Your  Majesty,  most  graciously  permit  me  to  say, 
"  that  hitherto  all  Swedish  secrets  of  Court  or  State  have  been 
**  procurable  for  money  and  good  words !"  The  Queen,  to  whom 
^  I  sat  directly  opposite,  cast  down  her  eyes  at  these  words,  and 

*  smiled ; — ^and  the  Reichsrath  Graf  von  Schwerin'  (a  Swedish 
Gentleman  of  hers),  *  who  sat  at  my  left,  seized  me  by  the  hand, 

*  and  said :  "  Alas,  that  is  true !" ' — ^Here  is  a  diiBculty  got  over ; 
Magazine  Number  can  come  out  when  it  will.  As  it  did,  ^  next 
Easter-Fair,'  with  proper  indications  and  tacit  proofs  that  ^e 
Swedish  part  of  it  lay  printed  several  months  before  the  Queen  s 
arrival  in  our  neighbourhood. 

Busching  dined  with  her  Majesty  several  times, — *  eating  no- 

*  thing,'  he  is  careful  to  mention,  and  was  careful  to  show  her 
Majesty,  ^  except,  very  gradually,  a  small  bit  of  bread  soaked  in 

*  a  glass  of  wine  1' — ^meaning  thereby,  "  Note,  ye  great  ones,  it 
is  not  for  your  dainties;  in  fact,  it  is  out  of  loyal  politeness 
mainly  1"  the  gloomily  humble  man. 

*One  time,  the  Queen  asked  me,  in  presence  of  various 
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^  Princes  and  Princesses  of  the  Royal  Hoiise :  "Do  you  think  it 
"  advisable  to  enlighten  the  Lower  Classes  by  education  ?"     To 

*  which  I  answered :  "  Considering  only  under  what  heavy  loads 
"  a  man  of  the  Lower  Classes,  especially  of  the  Peasant  sort,  has 
*^  to  struggle  through  his  life,  one  would  think  it  was  better 
"  neither  to  increase  his  knowledge  nor  refine  his  sensibility. 
"  But  when  one  reflects  that  he,  as  well  those  of  the  Higher 
"  Classes,  is  to  last  through  Eternity ;  and  withal  that  good  in- 
^*  struction  may^'  (or  might,  if  it  he  not  bad)  **  increase  his  prac- 
"  tical  intelligence,  and  help  him  to  methods  of  alleviating  him- 
"  self  in  this  world,  it  must  be  thought  advisable  to  give  him 
"  useful  enlightenment.'*    The  Queen  accorded  with  this  view 

*  of  the  matter. 

*  Twice  I  dined  with  her  Majesty  at  her  Sister,  Princess 

*  Amelia,  the  Abbess  of  Quedlinburg's : — and  the  second  time' 
(must  have  been  Summer  1772),  *  Professor  Sulzer,  who  was  also 

*  a  guest,  caught  his  death  there.  When  I  entered  the  reception- 
^  room,  Sulzer  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  a  thorough-draught, 

*  which  they  had  managed  to  have  there,  on  account  of  the  great 
^  heat ;  and  he  had  just  arrived,  all  in  a  perspiration,  from  the 

*  Thiergarten:  I  called  him  out  of  the  draughty  but  it  was  too  late.'" 
Achy  mein  lieber  Sulzer^ — ^Alas,  dear  Sulzer ;  seriously  this  time  I 

Biisching  has  a  great  deal  to  say  about  Schools,  about  the 
"  School-Commission  1765,"  the  subjects  taught,  the  methods  of 
teaching  devised  by  Biisching  and  others,  and  the  King's  con- 
tinual exertions,  under  deficient  fimds,  in  this  pro\'ince  of  his 
affairs.  Biisching  had  unheard-of  difficulty  to  rebuild  the  old 
Gymnasium  at  Berlin  into  a  new.  Tried  everybody ;  tried  the 
.King  thrice  over,  but  nobody  would.     ^One  of  the  persons  I 

*  applied  to  was  Lieutenant-General  von  Ramin,  Governor  of 

*  Berlin'  (surUest  of  mankind,  of  whose  truculent  incivility  there 
go  many  anecdotes) ;  *  to  Bamin  I  wrote,  entreating  that  he 

*  would  take  a  good  opportunity  and  suggest  a  new  Town  School- 

*  house  to  his  Majesty :  "  Excellenz,  it  will  render  you  immortal 
"  in  the  annals  of  Berlin !"  To  which  Bamin  made  answer ; 
*^  That  is  an  immortality  I  must  renounce  the  hope  of,  and  leave 

M  BflBching,  Beytrage,  vi  678-682. 
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"  to  the  Town-Syndics  and  yourself.  I,  for  my  own  part,  will 
"  by  no  means  risk  such  a  proposal  to  his  Majesty ;  which  he 
"  would,  in  all  likelihood,  answer  in  the  negative,  and  receive  ill 
"  at  anybod/s  hands.**'**  By  subscriptions,  by  bequests,  dona- 
tions, and  the  private  piety  of  individuals,  Biisching  aiding  and 
stirring,  the  thing  was  at  last  got  done.  Here  is  another  glance 
into  School-Uf e ;  not  from  Biisching : 

June  9</i,  1771.     ^This  Year  the  Stiinde  of  the  Kurmark 

*  find  they  have  an  overplus  of  100,000  thalers  (15,000i.) ;  which 
^  sum  they  do  themselves  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  the  Bang 

*  for  his  Majesty's  uses.  Bang  cannot  accept  it  for  his  own  uses. 
"  This  money,"  answers  he  (9th  June),  "  comes  from  the  Pro- 
vince, wherefore  I  feel  bound  to  lay  it  out  again  for  advantage 
of  the  Province.  Could  not  it  become  a  means  of  getting  Eng- 
lish Husbandry"  {turnips  in  particular,  whether  short-horns  or 
not,  I  do  not  know)  "introduced  among  u»?  In  the  Towns 
that  follow  Fanning  chiefly,  or  in  Villages  belonging  to  un- 
moneyed  Nobles,  we  will  lend  out  this  15,000/.,  at  4  per 
cent,  in  convenient  sums  for  that  object:  hereby  will  turnip- 
culture  and  rotation  be  vouchsafed  us;  interest  at  4  per  cent 
brings  us  in  600/.  annually;  and  this  we  will  lay  out  in  esta- 
blishing new  Schoolmasters  in  the  Kurmark,  and  having  the 
youth  better  educated."  What  a  pretty  idea ;  neat  and  beau- 
tiful, killing  two  important  birds  with  one  most  small  stone  1  I 
have  known  enormous  cannonballs  and  granite  blocks,  torrent 
after  torrent,  shot  out  under  other  kinds  of  Finance-gunnery, 
that  were  not  only  less  respectable,  but  that  were  abominable 
to  me  in  comparison. 

Unluckily,  no  Nobles  were  found  inclined;  English  Hus- 
bandry (^  Tumipsey  and  the  rest  of  it)  had  to  wait  their  time. 
The  King  again  writes:  *^No  Nobles  to  be  found,  say  youf 
Well;  put  the  15,000Z.  to  interest  in  the  common  way, — ^that 
the  Schoolmasters  at  least  may  have  solacement:  I  will  add 
120  thalers  (18Z.)  apiece,  that  we  may  have  a  chance  of  getting 
better  Schoolmasters; — ^send  me  List  of  the  Places  where  the 
worst  are."  List  was  sent;  is  still  extant;  and  on  the  margin 
of  it,  in  Royal  Autograph,  this  remark : 

"  Bfisching,  Betjtrage,  vi  668. 
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"  The  Places  are  well  selected.  The  bad  Schoolmasters  are 
"  mostly  Tailors ;  and  you  must  see  whether  they  cannot  be  got 
^^  removed  to  little  Towns,  and  set  to  tailoring  again,  or  other- 
"  wise  disposed  of,  that  our  Schools  might  the  sooner  rise  into 
"  good  condition,  which  is  an  interesting  thing."  *  Eager  always 
'  our  Master  is  to  have  the  Schooling  of  his  Eeople  improved  and 

*  everywhere  diffused,'  writes,  some  years  afterwards,  the  excel- 
lent Zedlitz,  officially  "IViinister  of  Pubhc  Justice,"  but  much 
and  meritoriously  concerned  with  School-matters  as  well.  The 
King^s  ideas  were  of  the  best,  and  Zedlitz  sometimes  had  fine 
hopes ;  but  the  want  of  funds  was  always  great. 

'  In  1779,'  says  Preuss,  ^  there  came  a  sad  blow  to  Zedlitz's 
'  hopes ;  Minister  von  Brenkenhof '  (deep  in  West-Preussen 
canal-diggings  and  expenditures)  *  having  suggested,  That  in- 
'  stead  of  getting  Pensions,  the  Old  Soldiers  should  be  put  to 

*  keeping  School.'  Do  but  fancy  it ;  poor  old  fellows,  little 
versed  in  scholastics  hitherto  I     ^  Friedrich,  in  his  pinch,  grasped 

*  at  the  small  help ;  wrote  to  the  War-Department :  "  Send  me 
^*  a  List  of  Invalids  who  are  fit"  (or  at  least  fittest)  "  to  be 
"  Schoolmasters."     And  got  thereupon  a  List  of  74,  and  af  ter- 

*  wards  5  more'  (79  Invalids  in  all) ;  '  War-Department  adding, 

*  That  besides  these  scholastic  sort,  there  were  741  serving  as 

*  Budne^  (Turnpike-keepers,  in  a  sort),  ^  as  Forestrwatchers,  and 
^  the  like ;  and  3,443  unversorgi  (shifting  for  themselves,  no  pro- 
vision made  for  them  at  all), — ^such  the  check,  by  cold  arithmetic 
and  inexorable  finance,  upon  the  genial  current  of  the  soul ! — 

The  Tamipsj  I  beheve,  got  gradually  in ;  and  Brandenburg, 
in  our  day,  is  a  more  and  more  beautifully  farmed  Country.  Nor 
were  the  Schoolmasters  unsuccessful  at  all  points;  though  I 
cannot  report  a  complete  educational  triumph  on  those  extremely 
limited  terms.'® 

Queen  Ulrique  left,  I  think,  on  the  9th  of  Angijst 
1772;  there  is  sad  farewell  in  Friedrich's  Letter  next 
day  to  Princess  Sophie  Albertine,  the  Queen's  Daughter, 
subsequently  Abbess  of  Quedlinburg :  he  is  just  setting 
out  on  his  Silesian  Revievrs  j  "  shall,  too  likely,  never  see 

"  PreusB,  iii.  116,  113,  &c. 
VOL.  VI.  LL  r-  I 
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your  good  Mamma  again."^^  Poor  King;  Berlin  City 
is  soxmd  asleep,  while  he  rushes  through  it,  on  this 
errand, — *past  the  Princess  Amelia's  window,'  in  the 
dead  of  night;  and  takes  to  humming  tender  strophes 
to  her  too;  which  gain  a  new  meaning  by  their  date.^* 

Ten  days  afterwards  (19th  August  1772), — Queen 
Ulrique  not  yet  home,  —  her  Son,  the  spirited  King 
Gustav  III.,  at  Stockholm,  had  made,  what  in  our  day 
is  called  a  '  stroke  of  state,' — put  a  thorn  in  the  snout 
of  his  monster  of  a  Senate,  namely :  "  Less  of  palaver, 
venality  and  insolence,  from  you.  Sirs ;  we  '  restore  the 
Constitution  of  1680,'  and  are  something  of  a  King 
again!"  Done  with  considerable  dexterity  and  spirit; 
not  one  person  killed  or  hurt.  And  surely  it  was  the 
muzzling-up  of  a  great  deal  of  foUy  on  their  side, — 
provided  only  there  came  wisdom  enough  from  Gustav 
himself  instead.  But,  alas,  there  did  not,  there  hardly 
could.  His  Uncle  was  alarmed,  and  not  a  little  angry 
for  the  moment :  "  You  had  two  Parties  to  reconcile ;  a 
work  of  time,  of  patient  endeavour,  continual  and  quiet ; 
no  good  possible  till  then.  And  instead  of  that — !" 
Gustav,  a  shining  kind  of  man,  showed  no  want  of  spirit, 
now  or  afterwards :  but  he  leant  too  much  on  France 
and  broken  reeds ; — ^and,  in  the  end,  got  shot  in  the  back 
by  one  of  those  beautiful  "  Nobles"  of  his,  and  came  to 
a  bad  conclusion,  they  and  he.^^  Scandinavian  Politics, 
thank  Heaven,  are  none  of  our  business. 

Queen  Ulrique  was  spared  all  these  catastrophes. 
She  had  alarmed  her  Brother  by  a  dangerous  illness, 

"  *  Potadam,  10th  August  1772  :'  (Euvrea  de  Frederic,  xxviL  ii.  93. 
"  *  J.  mu  Scptir  Ameliey  en  passant,  la  nuif,  sous  sa  feneire,  pour  aller  en 

*  Silesie  (Aout  1772) :'  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xiii.  77. 

»»  *  16th-29th  March  1792/  death  of  Gustav  IIL  by  that  aasassiiia- 
tion ;  *  13th  March  1809/  his  Son  Gustav  IV.  has  to  go  on  his  travels ; 

*  Earl  Xni.,'  a  childless  Uncle,  succeeds  for  a  few  years ;  after  whom  &c. 
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sudden  and  dangerous,  in  1775;  who  writes  with  great 

anxiety  about  it,  to  Another  still  more  anxious  :^^  of  this 

she  got  well  again ;  but  it  did  not  last  very  long.     July 

16th,  1782,  she  died; — and  the  sad  Friedrich  had  to 

say,  Adieu.    Alas,  "  must  the  eldest  of  us  mourn,  then, 

by  the  grave  of  those  younger !" 


WilhelminaJs  Daughter^  Elizabeth  Frederike  Sophie^ 
Duchess  of  Wurtemherg,  appears  at  Ferney 
(September  1773). 

Of  our  dear  Wilhelmina's  high  and  imfortunate 
Daughter  there  should  be  some  Biography;  and  there 
wUl,  surely,  if  a  man  of  sympathy  and  faculty  pass  that 
way;  but  there  is  not  hitherto.  Nothing  hitherto  but 
a  few  bare  dates;  bare  and  sternly  significant,  as  on  a 
Tombstone ;  indicating  that  she  had  a  History,  and  that 
it  was  a  tragic  one.  Welcome  to  all  of  us,  in  this  state 
of  matters,  is  the  following  one  clear  emergence  of  her 
into  the  light  of  day,  and  in  company  so  interesting  too ! 
Seven  years  before  her  death,  she  had  gone  to  Lausanne 
(July  1773)  to  consult  Tissot,  a  renowned  Physician 
of  those  days.  From  Lausanne,  after  two  months,  she 
visited  Voltaire  at  Ferney.  Read  this  Letter  of  Vol- 
taire's : 

To  Elizabeth  Frederike  Sophie^  Duchess  of  WUrtemberg 
(at  Lausanne). 

"Femey,  10th  July  1773. 
"  Madame, — ^I  am  informed  that  your  most  Serene  Highness 
"  has  deigned  to  remember  that  I  was  in  the  world.    It  is  very 

»  See  '  Gon'espondence  with  Gustav  m.*  (in  QSuvres  de  Frederic, 
xxvii.  II.  84,  &c.). 
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*^  sad  to  be  there,  without  paying  you  my  court.  I  never  felt 
"  so  cruelly  the  sad  state  to  which  old  age  and  maladies  have 
"  reduced  me. 

"  I  never  saw  you  except  as  a  child"  (1743,  her  age  then  10): 
"  but  you  were  certainly  the  beautif uUest  child  in  Europe.  ALay 
"  you  be  the  happiest  Princess"  (alas !),  "  as  you  desen^e  to  jbe ! 
"  I  was  attached  to  Madame  the  Margravine"  (your  dear  Mother) 
"  with  equal  devotedness  and  respect ;  and  I  had  the  honour  to 
"  be  pretty  deep  in  her  confidence,  for  some  time  before  this 
*^  world,  which  was  not  worthy  of  her,  had  lost  that  adorable 
**  Princess.  You  resemble  her ;  —  but  don't  resemble  her  in 
^  feebleness  of  health !  You  are  in  the  flower  of  your  age" 
(coming  forty,  I  should  fear) :  "  let  such  bright  flower  lose  no- 
"  thing  of  its  splendour ;  may  your  happiness  be  able  to  equal 
**  (puisse  egaler)  your  beauty ;  may  all  your  days  be  serene,  and 
"  the  sweets  of  friendship  add  a  new  charm  to  them  I  These  are 
"  my  wishes ;  they  are  as  lively  as  my  regrets  at  not  being  at 
"  your  feet.  What  a  consolation  it  would  be  for  me  to  speak  of 
"  your  loving  Mother,  and  of  all  your  august  relatives !  Why 
**  must  Destiny  send  you  to  Lausanne"  (consulting  Dr.  Tissot 
there),  "  and  hinder  me  from  flying  thither ! — ^Let  your  most 
"  Serene  Highness  deign  to  accept  the  profound  respect  of  the 
"  old  moribund  Philosopher  of  Femey. — V."^* 

The  Answer  of  the  Princess,  or  farther  Correspondence  on 
the  matter,  is  not  given ;  evident  only  that  by  and  by,  as  Voltaire 
himself  yAW.  inform  us,  she  did  appear  at  Ferney ; — ^and  a  certain 
Swedish  tourist,  one  Bjomstahl,  who  met  her  there,  enables  us 
even  to  give  the  date.     He  reports  this  anecdote : 

*At   supper,  on  the  evening  of  7th  September  1773,  the 

*  Princess  sat  next  to  Voltaire,  who  always  addressed  her,  "  Voire 
^  Alteaser  At  last,  the  Duchess  said  to  him,  "  Tu  es  monpapoy 
^^  je  auis  tajilley  etje  veux  ^tre  appeUe  ta  filler    Voltaire  took  a 

*  pencil  from  his  pocket,  asked  for  a  card,  and  wrote  upon  it : 

"  ^^,  It  beau  titre  que  voild  I 

Vou8  me  domiez  la  premiere  dea  places  ; 
Quelle  famillefaurais  Id  I 
Je  serais  U  pert  des  Grdces.^^ 

«  CEuvres  d^  Voltaire,  xcii.  331.  «  Ibid,  xviii.  342. 
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*  He  gave  tlie  card  to  the  Princess,  who  embraced  and  kissed 
'  him  for  it;23 

Voltaire  to  Friediich  (a  fortnight  after). 

"  Femey,  22d  September  1773. 

"  I  must  tell  you  that  I  have  felt,  in  these  late  days,  in  spite 
"  of  all  my  past  caprices,  how  much  I  am  attached  to  your  Majesty 
"  and  to  your  House.  Madame  the  Duchess  of  Wiirtemberg  hav- 
"  ing  had,  like  so  many  others,  the  weakness  to  believe  that  health 
^^  is  to  be  found  at  Lausanne,  and  that  Dr.  Tissot  gives  it  if  one 
"  pay  him,  has,  as  you  know,  made  the  journey  to  Lausanne ; 
"  and  I,  who  am  more  veritably  ill  than  she,  and  than  all  the 
"  Princesses  who  have  taken  Tissot  for  an  JEsculapius,  had  not 
"  the  strength  to  leave  my  home.  Madame  of  Wiirtemberg^ 
"  apprised  of  all  the  feelings  that  still  live  in  me  for  the  me- 
"  mory  of  Madame  the  Margravine  of  Baireuth  her  Mother,  has 
"  deigned  to  visit  my  hermitage,  and  pass  two  days  with  us.  I 
"  should  have  recognised  her,  even  without  warning;  she  has  the 
"  turn  of  her  Mother^s  face  with  your  eyes. 

"  You  Hero-people  who  govern  the  world  don't  allow  your- 
"  selves  to  be  subdued  by  feelings ;  you  have  them  all  the  same 
"  as  we,  but  you  maintain  your  decorum.  We  other  petty  mor- 
"  tals  yield  to  all  our  impressions :  I  set  myself  to  cry,  in  speak- 
"  ing  to  her  of  you  and  of  Madame  the  Princess  her  Mother; 
"  and  she  too,  though  she  is  Niece  of  the  first  Captain  in  Europe, 
"  could  not  restrain  her  tears.  It  appears  to  me  that  she  has 
"  the  talent  (esprit)  and  the  graces  of  your  House ;  and  that 
"  especially  she  is  more  attached  to  you  than  to  her  Husband" 
(I  should  think  so !).  "  She  returns,  I  believe,  to  Baireuth," — 
— (No  Mother,  no  Father,  there  now :  foolish  Uncle  of  Anspach 
died  long  ago,  *3d  August  1757;'  Aunt  Dowager  of  Anspach 
gone  to  Erlangen,  I  hope,  to  Feuchtwang,  Schwabach  or  Schwan- 
ingen,  or  some  Widow's-Mansion  (Wittwensitz)  of  her  own;^ 
reigning  Son,  with  his  French-Actress  equipments,  being  of 
questionable  figure), — 
— "  returns,  I  believe,  to  Baireuth ;  where  she  will  find  another 

«  Vehse,  Geschichte  dcr  Deutschen  Rqfe  (Hamburg,  1853),  xxv.  252, 253. 
^  Lived,  finally  at  Schwaningen,  in  sight  of  snch  vicissitudes  and  follies 
round  her,  till  *  4th  February  1784'  (Bodenbeck,  iii.  304). 
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"  Princess  of  a  different  sort ;  I  mean  Mademoiselle  Clairon,  who 
"  cultivates  Natural  History,  and  is  Lady  Philosopher  to  Men- 
"  seigneur  the  Margraf," — ^liigl>roiiged  Tragedy-Queen,  rather 
tyrannous  upon  him,  they  say ;  a  young  man  destined  to  adorn 
Hammersmith  by  and  by,  and  not  go  a  good  road. 

*  *  "  I  renounce  my  beautiful  hopes  of  seeing  the  Maho- 
"  metans  driven  out  of  Europe,  and  Athens  become  again  the 
"  Seat  of  the  Muses.  Neither  you  nor  the  Kaiser  are" — are  in- 
clined in  the  Crusading  way  at  all.  *  *  "  The  old  sick  man 
"  of  Femey  is  always  at  the  feet  of  your  Majesty ;  he  feels 
'*  veiy  sorry  that  he  cannot  talk  of  you  farther  with  Madame 
"  the  Duchess  of  Wiirtemberg,  who  adores  you. — Le  Tle«*J' 
«  MalacUr^^ 

To  wliich  Friedrich  makes  answer:  "If  it  is  forevermore 
"  forbidden  me  to  see  you  again,  I  am  not  the  less  glad  that  the 
"  Duchess  of  Wiirtemberg  has  seen  you.  I  should  certainly 
"  have  mixed  my  tears  with  yours,  had  I  been  present  at  that 
"  touching  scene !  Be  it  weakness,  be  it  excess  of  regard,  I  have 
"  built  for  her  lost  Motlier,  what  Cicero  projected  for  his  Tullia, 
"  a  Temple  of  Friendship  :  her  Statue  occupies  the  back- 
"  ground,  and  on  each  pillar  stands  a  mask  (niascaron)  contaiii- 
"  ing  the  Bust  of  some  Hero  in  Friendship :  I  send  you  the 
"  drawing  of  it."^  Wliich  again  sets  Voltaire  weeping,  and  will 
the  Duchess  when  she  sees  it.'^^ 

We  said  there  hitherto  was  nearly  nothing  any- 
where discoverable  as  History  of  this  high  Lady  but  the 
dates  only ;  these  we  now  give.  She  was  '  bom,  30th 
August  1732,' — ^her  Mother's  and  Father's  one  Child; 
— four  years  older  than  her  Anspach  Cousin,  who  in- 
herited Baireuth  too,  and  finished  off  that  genealog}\ 
She  was  'wedded,  26th  September  1748;'  her  age  then 
about  16 ;  her  gloomy  Duke  of  Wiirtemberg,  age  20,  all 

«  (Euvres  de  Voltaire^  xcii.  390. 

«  *  Potsdam,  24th  October  1773:'  CEuvrea  de  Frederic,  xxiii  259;— 
*  Temple'  was  built  in  1768  (n>id.  p.  259  n.). 

^  Voltaire's  next  Letter :  (Euvres  de  Voltaire^  xdi.  434. 
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sunshine  and  goodness  to  her  then :  she  was  ^  divorced, 
in  1757:'  'died,  6th  April  1780/— Tradition  says,  'in 
great  poverty'  (great  for  her  rank,  I  suppose,  proud  as 
she  might  be,  and  above  complaining), — '  at  Neustadt- 
on-the-Aisch'  (in  the  Numberg  region),  whither  she 
had  retired,  I  know  not  how  long  after  her  Papa's  death 
and  Cousin's  accession.  She  is  boimd  for  her  Cousin's 
Court,  we  observe,  just  now;  and,  considering  her  Cou- 
sin's ways  and  her  own  turn  of  mind,  it  is  easy  to  fancy 
she  had  not  a  pleasant  time  there. 

Tradition  teUs  us,  credibly  enough,  '  She  was  very 

*  like  her  Mother:  beautiful,  much  the  lady  (vonfeinem 

*  Tbn),  and  of  energetic  character;'  and  adds,  probably 
on  slight  foundation,  '  but  very  cold  and  proud  towards 
'  the  People.'^®    Many  Books  will  inform  you  how,  '  On 

*  first  entering  Stuttgart,  when  the  reigning  Duke  and 

*  she  were  met  by  a  party  of  congratulatory  Peasant 
'  Women,  dressed  in  their  national  costume,  she  said 
'  to  her  Duke,'  being  then  only  sixteen,  poor  young 
soul,  and  on  her  marriage-journey,  ' "  Was  will  das 
'  Geschmeis  (Why  does  that  rabble  bore  us) !" '  This 
is  probably  the  main  foundation.  That  'her  Ladies, 
'  on  approaching  her,  had  always  to  kiss  the  hem  of 
'  her  gown,'  lay  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  being  then 
the  rule  to  people  of  her  rank.  Beautiful  Unfortunate, 
adieu; — and  be  Voltaire  thanked,  too! — 

It  is  long  since  we  have  seen  Voltaire  before : — a  pro- 
sperous Lord  at  Femey  these  dozen  years  ('the  only  man 
in  France  that  lives  like  a  grand  Seigneur^^  says  Cardinal 
Bemis  to  him  once^^) ;  doing  great  things  for  the  Pays 

»  Vehae,  xxv.  251. 

»  Their  Correspojidencey  really  pretty  of  its  kind,  used  to  circulate  as  a 
separate  Yoltuiiey  in  the  years  then  subsequent. 
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de  Grex,  and  for  France,  and  for  Europe ;  delivering  the 
Calases,  the  Sirvens,  and  the  Oppressed  of  various  kinds; 
especially  ardent  upon  the  Infdme^  as  the  real  business 
Heaven  has  assigned  him  in  his  Day,  the  sunset  of  which, 
and  Night  wherein  no  man  can  work,  he  feels  to  be 
hastening  on.  *'  Couldn't  we,  the  few  Faithful,  go  to 
Cleve  in  a  body?"  thinks  he  at  one  time:  "  To  Cleve; 
and  there,  as  from  a  safe  place,  under  the  Philosopher 
King,  shoot  out  our  fiery  artilleries  with  effect?"  The 
Philosopher  King  is  perfectly  willing,  "provided  you 
don't  involve  me  in  Wars  with  my  neighbours."  Will- 
ing enough  he;  but  they  the  Faithful — alas,  the  Patri- 
arch finds  that  they  have  none  of  his  own  heroic  ardour, 
and  that  the  thing  cannot  be  done.  Upon  which,  struck 
with  sorrow,  he  writes  nothing  to  Friedrich  for  two 
years.^^ 

The  truth  is,  he  is  growing  very  old ;  and  though  a 
piercing  radiance,  as  of  stars,  bursts  occasionally  firom 
the  central  part  of  him,  the  outworks  are  getting  de- 
cayed and  dim;  obstruction  more  and  more  accumulat- 
ing, and  the  immeasurable  Night  drawing  nigh.  Well 
does  Voltaire  himself,  at  all  moments,  know  this ;  and 
his  bearing  under  it,  one  must  say,  is  rather  beautiful. 
There  is  a  tenderness,  a  sadness,  in  these  his  later 
Letters  to  Friedrich;  instead  of  emphasis  or  strength, 
a  beautiful  shrill  melody,  as  of  a  woman,  as  of  a  child; 
he  grieves  unappeasably  to  have  lost  Friedrich ;  never 
will  forgive  Maupertuis: — poor  old  man!  Friedrich 
answers  in  a  much  livelier,  more  robust  tone :  friendly, 
encouraging,  communicative  on  small  matters; — ^full  of 
praises, — ^in  fact,  sincerely  glad  to  have  such  a  tran- 
scendant  genius  still  alive  with  him  in  this  world. 
Praises  to  the  most  liberal  pitch  everj^thing  of  Vol- 

»  *Nov.  1769;  recommences  {(Euvres  de  Frederic^  xadii.  140, 139). 
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taire's, — except  only  the  Article  on  War^  which  occa- 
sionally (as  below)  he  quizzes  a  little,  to  the  Patriarch 
or  his  Disciple. 

As  we  have  room  for  nothing  of  all  this,  and  perhaps 
shall  not  see  Voltaire  again, — ^there  are  Two  actual  In- 
terviews -with  him,  which,  being  withal  by  Englishmen, 
though  otherwise  not  good  for  much,  we  intend  for  read- 
ers here.  In  these  last  twenty  years,  D' Alembert  is  Fried- 
rich's  chief  Correspondent.  Of  D' Alembert  to  the  King, 
it  may  be  or  may  not,  some  opportunity  will  rise  for  a 
specimen;  meanwhile  here  is  a  short  Letter  of  the  King's 
to  D' Alembert,  through  which  there  pass  so  many  threads 
of  contemporaneous  flying  events  (sAvift  shuttles  on  the 
loud-sounding  Loom  of  Time),  that  we  are  tempted  to 
give  this,  before  the  two  Interviews  in  question. 

Date  of  the  Letter  is  two  months  after  that  apparition  of  the 
Duchess  of  Wiirtemberg  at  Feniey.  Of  ^  Crillon/  an  ingenious 
enough  young  Soldier,  rushing  ardently  about  the  world  in  his 
holiday  time,  we  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  he  is  Son  of 
that  Eossbach  Crillon,  who  always  fancies  to  himself  that  once 
he  perhaps  spared  Friedrich's  life  (by  a  glass  of  wine  judiciously 
given)  long  since,  while  the  Bridge  of  Weissenfels  was  on  fire, 
and  Eossbach  close  ahead.*^  Colonel  ^  Guibert'  is  another  Sol- 
dier, still  young,  but  of  much  superior  type;  greatly  an  admirer 
of  Friedrich,  and  subsequently  a  Writer  upon  him.^^ 

In  regard  to  the  ^  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt,'  notice  these 
points.  First,  that  her  eldest  Daughter  is  Wife,  second  Wife,  to 
the  dissolute  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia ;  and  then,  that  she  has 
Three  other  Daughters, — one  of  whom  has  just  been  disposed  of 
in  an  important  way ;  wedded  to  the  Czarowitch  Paul  of  Russia, 
namely.  By  Friedrich's  means  and  management,  as  Friedrich 
informs  us.^  The  Czarina,  he  says,  had  sent  out  a  confidential 
Gentleman,  one  Asseburg,  who  was  Prussian  by  birth,  to  seek  a 

«  Supra,  V.  193. 

"  Of  Guibert's  visit  to  Friedrich  (June  1773),  see  Prenss,  iv.  214 ; 
Rodenbeck,  iii.  80. 

»  (Euvres  de  Frederic  (Mimoires  de  nOSjusqu'd  1776),  vi  67. 
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fit  Wife  for  her  Son :  Friedrich,  hearing  of  this,  suggested  to 
Asseburg,  "The  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt,  the  most  distin- 
guished and  accomplished  of  German  Princesses,  has  three  mar- 
riageable Daughters ;  her  eldest,  married  to  our  Crown  Prince, 
will  be  Queen  of  Prussia  in  time  coming ; — suppose  now,  one 
of  the  others  were  to  be  Czarina  of  Russia  withal?  Think, 
might  it  not  be  useful  both  to  your  native  Country  and  to  your 
adopted?"  Asseburg  took  the  hint;  reported  at  Petersburg, 
That  of  all  marriageable  Princesses  in  Germany,  the  Three 
of  Darmstadt,  one  or  the  other  of  them,  would,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  be  the  eligiblest.  "  Could  not  we  persuade  you  to 
come  to  Petersburg,  Madam  Landgravine  ?"  wrote  the  Czarina 
thereupon  :  "  Do  us  the  honour  of  a  visit,  your  three  Princesses 
and  you !"  The  Landgravine  and  Daughters,  with  decent  cele- 
rity, got  under  way;^  Czarowitch  Paul  took  interesting  sur- 
vey, on  theu'  arrival;  and  about  two  months  ago  wedded  the 
middle  one  of  the  three ; — and  here  is  the  victorious  Landgra- 
vine bringing  home  the  other  two.  Czarowitch's  fair  one  did 
not  live  long,  nor  behave  well:  died  of  her  first  child;  and 
Czarowitch,  in  1776,  had  to  apply  to  us  again  for  a  Wife,  whom, 
this  time,  we  fitted  better.  Happily,  the  poor  ^^ctorious  Land- 
gravine was  gone  before  anjiihing  of  this ;  died  suddenly  five 
months  hence  ;^*  nothing  doubting  of  her  Russian  Adventure. 
She  was  an  admired  Princess  of  her  time,  die  grosse  Landgrafinj 
as  Goethe  somewhere  calls  her;  much  in  Friedrich's  esteem, — 
femina  sexu,  ingenio  vir^  as  the  Monument  he  raised  to  her  at 
Darmstadt  still  bears.^ 

Friedrich  to  D^Alembert. 

"  Potsdam,  16th  December  1773. 
"M.  de  Crillon  delivered  me  your  Crillonade^  (lengthy  Letter 
of  introduction) ;  "  wliich  has  completed  me  in  the  History  of  all 
"  the  Crillons  of  the  County  of  A\agnon.  He  doesn't  stop  here ; 
"  he  is  soon  to  be  off  for  Russia ;  so  that  I  will  take  him  on  your 
^^  word,  and  believe  him  the  wisest  of  all  the  Crillons :  assuring 

»«  Passed  through  Berlin,  16th-19th  May  1773  :  Rodenbeck,  iiL  78. 
"  30th  March  1774. 

»•  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xx.  183  n.    His  Correfipondence  "with  her  is  Ibid. 
xxviL  II.  136-163 ;  and  goes  from  1767  to  1774. 
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*^  myself  that  you  have  measured  and  computed  all  his  curves, 
**  and  angles  of  incidence.  He  will  find  Diderot  and  Grimm 
*'  in  Russia"  (famous  visit  of  Diderot),  "  all  occupied  with  the 
'^  Czarina's  beautiful  reception  of  them,  and  with  the  many 
'*  things  worthy  of  admiration  which  they  have  seen  there.  Some 
"  say  Grimm  will  possibly  fix  himself  in  that  Country"  (chose 
better), — "which  will  be  the  asylum  at  once  of  your  fanatic 
^^  Chaumeixes  and  of  the  Eacychpidistes^  whom  he  used  to  de- 
'*  noimce."  (This  poor  Chaumeix  did,  after  such  feats,  *  die 
peaceably  at  Moscow,  as  a  Schoolmaster^). 

"M.  de  Guibert  has  gone  by  Femey ;  where  it  is  said  Vol- 
^*  taire  has  converted  him,  that  is,  has  made  him  renounce  the 
^'  errors  of  ambition,  abjure  the  frightful  trade  of  liired  man- 
"  slayer,  with  intent  to  become  either  Capuchin  or  Philosophe ; 
**  so  that  I  suppose  by  this  time  he  will  have  published  a  '  Decla- 
*^  ration'  like  Gresset,  informing  the  public  that,  having  had  the 
"  misfortmie  to  write  a  Work  on  Tactics,  he  repented  it  from 
"  the  bottom  of  his  soul,  and  hereby  assured  mankind  *that  never 
^*  more  in  his  life  would  he  give  rules  for  butcheries,  assassina- 
"  tions,  feints,  stratagems,  or  the  like  abominations.  As  to  me, 
**  my  conversion  not  being  yet  in  an  advanced  stage,  I  pray  you 
"  to  give  me  details  about  Guibert's,  to  soften  my  heart  and 
"  penetrate  my  bowels. 

"We  have  the  Landgravine  of  Darmstadt  here:*^  no  end  to 
"  the  Landgravine's  praises  of  a  magnificent  Czarina,  and  of  all 
"  the  beautiful  and  grand  things  she  has  founded  in  that  Coun- 
"  try.  As  to  us,  who  live  like  mice  in  their  holes,  news  come  to 
"  us  only  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  the  sense  of  hearing  is 
"  nothing  like  that  of  sight.  I  cherish  my  wishes,  in  the  mean- 
"  while,  for  the  sage  Anaxagoras"  (my  D'Alembert  himself) ; 
"  and  I  say  to  Urania,  ^It  is  for  thee  to  sustain  thy  foremost 
"  Apostle,  to  maintain  one  light,  without  which  a  great  Kingdom' 
(France)  ^  would  sink  into  darkness ;'  and  I  say  to  the  Supreme 
"  Demiurgus:  ^Have  always  the  good  D'Alembert  in  thy  holy 
"  and  worthy  keeping.' — ^F."*® 

The  Boston  Tea  (same  day).  Curious  to  remark,  while  Fried- 
rich  is  writing  this  Letter,  "  Tlmrsday,  December  16<A,  1773," 

'^  Bodenbeck,  iiL  89,  90.  **  (Zuvre*  de  FridMc,  zxiv.  614. 
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what  a  commotion  is  going  on,  far  over  seas,  at  Boston,  New 
England, — ^in  the  *01d  South  Meetinghouse'  there;  in  regard 
to  three  English  Tea-Ships  that  are  lying  embargoed  in  Griffin's 
Wharf,  for  above  a  fortnight  past.  The  case  is  well  known,  and 
still  memorable  to  mankind.  British  Parliament,  after  nine  years 
of  the  saddest  haggling  and  bafHing  to  and  fro,  under  Constitu- 
tional stress  of  weather,  and  such  east-winds  and  west-winds  of 
Parliamentary  eloquence  as  seldom  were,  has  made  up  its  mind^ 
That  America  shall  pay  duty  on  these  Teas  before  infusing  them : 
and  America,  Boston  more  especially,  is  tacitly  determined  that 
it  will  not ;  and  that  to  avoid  mistakes,  these  Teas  shall  never  be 
landed  at  all.  Such  is  Boston's  private  intention,  more  os  less 
fixed ; — ^to  say  nothing  of  the  Philadelphias,  Charlestons,  New 
Yorks,  who  are  watching  Boston,  and  will  follow  suite  of  it. 
^  Sunday,  November  26th, — ^that  is,  nineteen  days  ago, — 

*  the  first  of  these  Tea-Ships,  the  Dartmoutliy  Captain  Hall, 
^  moored  itself  in  Griflin's  Wharf :  Owner  and  Consignee  is  a 

*  broad-brimmed  Boston  gentleman  called  Botch,  more  attentive 
^  to  profits  of  trade  than  to  the  groans  of  Boston : — but  already 

*  on  that  Sunday,  much  more  on  the  Monday  following,  there 

*  had  a  meeting  of  Citizens  run  together, — (on  Monday,  Faneml 

*  Hall  won't  hold  them,  and  they  adjourn  to  the  Old  South 

*  Meetinghouse), — ^who  make  it  apparent  to  Botch  that  it  will 

*  much  behove  him,  for  the  sake  both  of  tea  and  skin,  not  to 
"  enter^'  (or  ofiicially  announce)  this  Ship  Dartmoutli  at  the 
^  Customhouse  in  any  wise ;  but  to  pledge  his  broad-brimmed 
^  word,  equivalent  to  his  oath,  that  she  shall  lie  dormant  there 

*  in  Griffin's  Wharf,  till  we  see.     Which,  accordingly,  she  has 

*  been  doing  ever  since ;  she  and  two  others  that  arrived  some 

*  days  later :   dormant  all  three   of  them,  side  by  side,  three 

*  crews  totally  idle ;  a  " Committee  of  Ten"  supenising  Botch's 
^  procedures ;  and  the  Boston  world  much  expectant.    Thursday, 

*  December  16th :  this  is  the  20th  day  since  Botch's  Dartmouth 
^  arrived  here ;  if  not "  entered"  at  Customhouse  in  the  course  of 
^  this  day.  Customhouse  cannot  give  her  a  "  clearance"  either  (a 

*  leave  to  depart), — she  becomes  a  smuggler,  an  outlaw,  and  her 

*  fate  is  mysterious  to  Botch  and  us. 

^  This  Thursday,  accordingly,  by  10  in  the  morning,  in  the 
^  Old  South  Meetinghouse,  Boston  is  assembled,  and  country- 
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*  people  to  the  number  of  2,000 ; — and  Eotch  never  was  in  such 
^  a  company  of  human  Friends  before.    They  are  not  uncivil  to 

*  him  (cautious  people,  heedful  of  the  verge  of  the  Law) ;  but 
^  they  are  peremptory,  to  the  extent  of — Eotch  may  shudder 

*  to  think  what.  "I  went  to  the  Curtomhouse  yesterday,"  said 
^  Eotch,  "your  Committee  of  Ten  can  bear  me  witness;  and 
"  demanded  clearance  and  leave  to  depart ;  but  they  would  not ; 
"  were  forbidden,  they  said!"  "  Go,  then,  sir;  get  you  to  the 
"  Governor  himself ;  a  clearance,  and  out  of  harbour,  this  day : 
"  hadn't  you  better?"    Eotch  is  well  aware  that  he  had;  hastens 

*  off  to  the  Governor  (who  has  vanished  to  his  Country-house, 
^  on  purpose) ;  Old  South  Meetinghouse  adjourning  till  3  P.M., 

*  for  Eotch's  return  with  clearance. 

^  At  3  no  Eotch,  nor  at  4,  nor  at  5 ;  miscellaneous  plangent 

*  intermittent  speech  instead,  mostly  plangent,  in  tone  sorrowful 
^  rather  than  indignant : — at  a  quarter  to  6,  here  at  length  is 

*  Eotch ;  sun  is  long  since  set, — ^has  Eotch  a  clearance  or  not  ? 

*  Eotch  reports  at  large,  willing  to  be  questioned  and  cross- 

*  questioned :  "  Governor  absolutely  would  not  I  My  Christian 
'  friends,  what  could  I  or  can  I  do  f*  There  are  by  this  time 
^  about  7,000  people  in  Old  South  Meetinghouse,  very  few  tallow- 
^  lights  in  comparison, — almost  no  lights  for  the  mind  either, — 
^  and  it  is  difficult  to  answer..  Eotch's  report  done,  the  Chair-. 
^  man'  (one  Adams,  "American  Cato,"  subsequently  so-called) 
^  dissolves  the  sorrowful  7,000,  with  these  words :  **  Tliis  Meet- 
^  ing  declares  that  it  can  do  nothing  more  to  save  the  Country." 

*  Will  merely  go  home,  then,  and  weep.   Hark,  however :  almost 

*  on  the  instant,  in  front  of  Old  South  Meetinghouse,  "  a  ter- 
'  rific  War-whoop ;  and  about  fifty  Mohawk  Indians," — ^with 
'whom  Adams   seems  to  be  acquainted;   and  speaks  without 

*  Interpreter :  Aha  1 — 

'  And,  sure  enough,  before  the  stroke  of  7,  these  fifty  painted 
'  Mohawks  are  forward,  without  noise,  to  Griffin's  Wharf ;  have 
'  put  sentries  all  round  there ;  and,  in  a  great  silence  of  the 

*  neighbourhood,  are  busy^  in  three  gangs,  upon  the  dormant 

*  Tea-ships ;  opening  their  chests,  and  punctually  shaking  them 
'  out  into  the  sea.  "  Listening  from  the  distance,  you  could  hear 
^  distinctly  the 'ripping  open  of  the  chests,  and  no  other  sound." 

*  About  10  P.M.  all  was  finished ;  342  chests  of  tea  flxmg  out  to 
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*  infuse  in  the  Atlantic ;  the  fifty  Mohawks  gone  like  a  dream ; 
^  and  Boston  sleeping  more  silently  even  than  usual.'® 

'  Seven  in  the  evening :'  this,  I  calculate,  allowing 
for  the  Earth's  rotation,  will  be  about  the  time  when 
Friedrich,  well  tired  with  the  day's  business,  is  getting 
to  bed;  by  10  on  the  Boston  clocks,  when  the  process 
finishes  there,  Friedrich  will  have  had  the  best  of  his 
sleep  over.  Here  is  Montcalm's  Prophecy  coming  to 
fulfilment ; — and  a  curious  intersection  of  a  flying  Event 
through  one's  poor  Letter  to  D^Alembert.  We  will  now 
give  the  two  English  Interviews  with  Voltaire;  one  of 
which  is  of  three  years  past,  another  of  three  years  ahead. 

No.  1.  Doctor  Bumey  has  Sight  of  Voltaire  (July  1770). 

In  the  years  1770-71,  Bumey,  then  a  famous  Doctor  o/MusiCy 
made  liis  Tour  tlu:x)ugh  France  and  Italy,  on  Musical  errands  and 
researches  ;*°  with  these  we  have  no  concern,  but  only  with  one 
most  small  exceptional  offshoot  or  episode  which  grew  out  of 
these.  Enough  for  us  to  know  that  Burney,  a  comfortable,  well- 
disposed,  rather  dull  Doctor,  age  near  45,  had  left  London  for 
Paris  *in  June  1770;'  that  he  was  on  to  Geneva,  intending 
for  Turin,  *  early  in  July ;'  and  that  his  ^  M.  Fritz,'  mentioned 
below,  is  a  veteran  Brother  in  Music,  settled  at  Geneva  for 
the  last  thirty  years,  who  has  been  helpful  and  agreeable  to 
Bumey  while  here.  Our  Excerpt  therefore  dates  itself,  ^one 
of  the  early  daj'^  of  July  1770,' — ^Bumey  hovering  between 
two  plans  (as  we  shall  dimly  perceive),  and  not  exactly  exe- 
cuting either : 

*  *  ^  My  going  to  M.  Fritz  broke'  (was  about  breaking, 
but  did  not  quite)  ^into  a  plan  which  I  had  formed  of  visit- 

*»  *  Summary  of  the  Advices  from  America^  (in  Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  1774,  pp.  26,  27)  ;  Bancroft,  iii.  536  et  seq. 

^  Charles  Bume/s  Present  State  of  Music  in  France  and  Italy,  being 
the  Journal  of  a  Tour  through  those  Countries  to  collect  Materials  for  a 
General  History  of  Music  (London,  1773).  The  History  of  Music  followed 
duly,  in  Four  4to6  (London,  1776-1789). 
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^  ing  M.  de  Voltaire,  at  the  same  hour,  along  with  some  other 
^  strangers,  who  were  then  going  to  Femey.     But,  to  say  the 

*  truth,  besides  the  visit  to  M.  Fritz  being  more  my  husinessj  I 

*  did  not  much  like  going  with  these  people,  who  had  only  a 

*  Geneva  Bookseller  to  introduce  them ;  and  I  had  heard  that 
^  some  English  had  lately  met  with  a  rebuff  from  M.  de  Vol- 
^  taire,  by  going  without  any  letter  of  recommendation,  or  any- 
^  thing  to  reconmiend  themselves.  He  asked  them  What  they 
^  wanted  ?     Upon  their  replying  That  they  wished  only  to  see  so 

*  extraordinary  a  man,  he  said :  "  Well,  gentlemen,  you  now  see 
^*  me :  did  you  take  me  for  a  wild-beast  or  monster,  that  was  fit 
"  only  to  be  stared  at  as  a  show  T  This  story  very  much  f right- 
'  ened  me ;  for,  not  having,  when  I  left  London,  or  even  Paris, 

*  any  intention  of  going  to  Geneva,  I  was  quite  unprovided  with 

*  a  recommendation.  However,  I  was  determined  to  see  the 
^  place  of  his  residence,  which  I  took  to  be'  (still  Lea  Ddlices), 

*  Cette  maison  d'Aristlppe,  cesjardins  d^ Epicure, 

*  to  which  he  retired  in  1755 ;  but  was  mistaken'  (not  The  JDelices 
now  at  all,  but  Femey,  for  nine  or  ten  years  back). 

^  I  drove  to  Femey  alone,  after  I  had  left  M.  Fritz.  This 
^  house  is  three  or  four  mUes  from  Geneva,  but  near  the  Lake. 
^  I  approached  it  with  reverence,  and  a  curiosity  of  the  most 

*  minute  kind.  I  inquired  icJien  I  first  trod  on  his  domain ;  I 
^  had  an  intelligent  and  talkative  postillion,  who  answered  all 

*  my  questions  very  satisfactorily.    M.  de  Voltaire's  estate  is  very 

*  large  here,  and  he  is  building  pretty  farmhouses  upon  it.     He 

*  has  erected  on  the  Geneva  side  a  quadrangular  Justice,  or  Gal- 

*  lows,  to  show  that  he  is  the  Seigneur,     One  of  his  farms,  or 

*  rather  manufacturing  houses, — for  he  is  establishing  a  manu- 

*  f  acture  upon  his  estate, — ^was  so  handsome  that  I  thought  it 
'  was  his  chateau. 

^  We  drove  to  Femey,  through  a  charming  country,  covered 

*  with  corn  and  vines,  in  view  of  the  Lake,  and  Mountains  of 
^  Gex,  Switzerland,  and  Savoy.  On  the  left  hand,  approaching 
^  the  House,  is  a  neat  Chapel,  with  this  inscription : 

"DEO  EREXIT  VOLTAIRE  MDCCLXI." 

^  I  sent  to  inquire.  Whether  a  stranger  might  be  allowed  to  see 

*  the  House  and  Gardens ;  and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
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^  A  servant  soon  came,  and  conducted  me  into  the  cabinet  or 

*  closet  where  his  Master  had  just  been  writing :  this  is  never 

*  shown  when  he  is  at  home ;  but  having  walked  out,  I  was 
^  allowed  that  privilege.     From  thence  I  passed  to  the  Library, 

*  which  is  not  a  very  large  one,  but  well  filled.  Here  I  found  a 
^  whole-length  Figure  in  marble  of  himself,  recumbent,  in  one 
^  of  the  windows ;  and  many  curiosities  in  another  room ;  a  Bust 
^  of  himself,  made  not  two  years  since ;  his  Mother's  picture ; 
^  that  of  his  Niece,  Madam  Denis ;  his  Brother,  M.  Dupuis ;  the 
^  CaJas  Family ;  and  others.   It  is  a  very  neat  and  elegant  House ; 

*  not  large,  nor  affectedly  decorated. 

^  I  should  first  have  remarked,  that  close  to  the  Chapel,  be- 

*  tween  that  and  the  house,  is  the  Theatre,  which  he  built  some 
^  years  ago ;  where  he  treated  his  friends  with  some  of  his  own 
^  Tragedies :  it  is  now  only  used  as  a  receptacle  for  wood  and 
^  lumber,  there  having  been  no  play  acted  in  it  these  four  years. 

*  The  servant  told  me  his  Master  was  78'  (76  gone),  ^but  very 

*  welL  "  11  travaUlCy^  said  he,  ^^ pendant  dix  lieures  chaque  jouvy 
"  He  studies  ten  hours  every  day ;  writes  constantly  without 
"  spectacles,  and  walks  out  with  only  a  domestic,  often  a  mile  or 
"  two— jEit  le  voUay  la  basj  And  see,  yonder  he  is  1" 

'  He  was  going  to  his  workmen.  My  heart  leaped  at  the  sight 
^  of  so  extraordinary  a  man.  He  had  just  then  quitted  his  Gar- 
^  den,  and  was  crossing  the  court  before  his  House.  Seeing  my 
^  chaise,  and  me  on  the  point  of  mounting  it,  he  made  a  sign  to 

*  his  servant  who  had  been  my  dcerone^  to  go  to  him ;  in  order, 
'  I  suppose,  to  inquire  who  I  was.     After  they  had  exchanged  a 

*  few  words  together,  he,'  M.  de  Voltaire,  ^  approached  the  place 
^  where  I  was  standing  motionless,  in  order  to  contemplate  his 
^  person  as  much  as  I  could  while  his  eyes  were  turned  from 
^  me ;  but  on  seeing  him  move  towards  me,  I  found  myself 
^  drawn  by  some  irresistible  power  towards  him ;  and,  without 

*  knowing  what  I  did,  I  insensibly  met  him  half-way. 

*  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  it  possible  for  Ufe  to  subsist  in  a 
^  form  so  nearly  composed  of  mere  skin  and  bone  as  that  of  M. 
^  de  Voltaire.'  Extremely  lean  old  Gentleman  I  *  He  complained 
^  of  decrepitude,  and  said.  He  supposed  I  was  anxious  to  form 

*  an  idea  of  the  figure  of  one  walking  after  death.  However, 
^  his  eyes  and  whole  countenance  are  still  full  of  fire ;    and 
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^  though  so  emaciated,  a  more  lively  expression  cannot  be 
^  imagined. 

^  He  inquired  after  English  news ;  and  observed  that  Poetical 
'  squabbles  had  given  way  to  Political  ones ;  but  seemed  to  think 

*  the  spirit  of  opposition  as  necessary  in  poetry  as  in  politics. 
"  Lea  quereUes  JCauteura  sont  pour  le  Men  de  la  littirature^  comme 
"  dans  un  gouvemement  libre  lea  querelles  des  grands^  et  lee  clameurs 
"  des  petitSy  sont  nicessairea  a  la  libertir  And  added,  "When 
"  critics  are  silent,  it  does  not  so  much  prove  the  Age  to  be  cor- 
"  rect,  as  dull."  He  inquired  what  Poets  we  had  now ;  I  told 
^  him  we  had  Mason  and  Gray.  "  They  write  but  little,"  said 
'  he :  "and  you  seem  to  have  no  one  who  lords  it  over  the  rest, 
"  like  Dryden,  Pope,  and  Swift."  I  told  him  that  it  was  one 
^  of  the  inconveniences  of  Periodical  Journals,  however  well  exe- 
'  cuted,  that  they  often  silenced  modest  men  of  genius,  while 

*  impudent  blockheads  were  impenetrable,  and  unable  to  feel  the 

*  critic's  scourge :  that  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason  had  both  been 
^  illiberally  treated  by  mechanical  critics,  even  in  newspapers ; 
^  and  added,  that  modesty  and  love  of  quiet  seemed  in  these  gen- 
^  tlemen  to  have  got  the  better  even  of  their  love  of  fame. 

^  During  this  conversation,  we  approached  the  buildings  that 

*  he  was  constructing  near  the  road  to  his  Ch&teau.  "  These," 
'  said  he,  pointing  to  them,  "  are  the  most  innocent,  and  perhaps 
"  the  most  useful,  of  all  my  works."    I  observed  that  he  had 

*  other  works,  which  were  of  far  more  extensive  use,  and  would 

*  be  much  more  durable,  than  those.  He  was  so  obliging  as  to 
^  show  me  several  farmhouses  that  he  had  built,  and  the  plans  of 
'  others :  after  which  I  took  my  leave.'^^ 

No.  2.  A  Reverend  Mr.  Slierhck  sees  Voltaire^  and  even 
dines  with  him  (April  1776). 

Sherlock's  Book  of  Travels^  though  he  wrote  it  in  two  lan- 
guages, and  it  once  had  its  vogue,  is  now  little  other  than  a 
Dance  of  Will-o'-wisps  to  us.  A  Book  tawdry,  incoherent,  in- 
distinct, at  once  flashy  and  opaque,  full  of  idle  excrescences  and 
exuberances ; — as  is  the  poor  man  himself.    He  was  "  Chaplain 

«  Bumey's  Present  StaU  of  Music  (London,  1773),  pp.  55-62. 
VOL.  VI.  MM 
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to  the  Eku*l  of  Bristol,  Kshop  of  Deny ;"'  gyrating  about  as  ec- 
clesiastical Moon  to  that  famed  Solar  Luminary,  what  oould  you 
expect  I^'  Poor  Sheiiock  is  nowhere  intentionally  fabulous ;  nor 
intrinsically  altogether  so  foolish  as  he  seems :  let  that  suffice  us. 
In  his  Dance  of  Will-o'-wisps,  which  in  this  point  happily  is 
dated,— 26th-27th  April  1776,— he  had  come  to  Femey,  with 
proper  introduction  to  Voltaire :  and  h«re  (after  severe  excision 
of  the  flabby  parts,  but  without  other  change)  is  credible  account 
of  what  he  saw  and  heard.  In  Three  Scenes ;  with  this  Prologue 
— as  to  Costume,  which  is  worth  reading  twice : 

Voltaire  s  Dre98.  *  On  the  two  days  I  saw  him,  he  wore  white 

*  cloth  shoes,  white  woollen  stockings,  red  breeches,  with  a  night- 
^  gown  and  waistcoat  of  blue  linen,  flowered,  and  lined  with  yellow. 
'  He  had  on  a  grizzle  wig  with  three  ties,  and  over  it  a  silk  night- 
'  cap  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver.' 

Scene  L  The  Entrance- ffcUl  of  Femey  (Friday,  26th  April  1776) ; 
eamberant  SherUxA  entering^  Letter  of  Introduction  haxmg  pre- 
ceded, 

*  He  met  me  in  the  hall ;  his  Nephew  M.  d'Homof  (Grand- 
nephew  ;  Abbe  Mignot,  famous  for  burying  Voltaire,  and  Madame 
Denis,  whom  we  know,  were  his  Uncle  and  Aunt)  —  Grand- 
nephew,  '  Counsellor  in  the  Parlement  of  Paris,  held  him  by  the 

*  arm.  He  said  to  me,  with  a  very  weak  voice :  "  You  see  a  very 
"  old  man,  who  makes  a  great  effort  to  have  the  honour  of  seeing 
**  you.  Will  you  take  a  walk  in  my  Gai'den  T  It  will  please  you, 
"  for  it  is  in  the  English  taste : — it  was  I  who  introduced  that 
"  taste  into  France,  and  it  is  become  universal.  But  the  French 
"  parody  your  Gardens ;  they  put  your  thirty  acres  into  three." 

^  From  his  Gardens  you  see  the  Alps,  the  Lake,  the  City  of 

*  Geneva  and  its  environs,  which  are  very  pleasant.     He  said : 

Voltaire.  "  It  is  a  beautiful  prospect"  He  pronounced  these 
^  words  tolerably  well.  SherlocL  "  How  long  is  it  since  you 

"  were  in  England  T 

«  Title  of  his  Book  is,  Letters  from  an  Engtish  Traveller;  translated  from 
U^  French  Original  (London,  1780).  Ditto,  Letters  from  an  English  Tra- 
veller; wriUen  originally  in  French:  by  the  Bev.  Martin  Sherlock,  A.M., 
Chaplain  to  the  Barl  of  Bxirtol,  ^c.  (a  new  Edition,  2  volL,  London,  1802.) 
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Vohaire.  ^  Fifty  years,  at  least"  (Not  quite ;  in  1728  left; ; 
in  1726  had  come).^  DHomoL  ^^  It  was  at  the  time  when 

*^  you  printed  the  First  Edition  of  your  Hmriade.^ 

^  We  then  talked  of  Literature ;  and  from  that  moment  he 
^  forgot  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  spoke  with  the  warmth  of  a 
^  man  of  thirty.    He  said  some  shocking  things  against  Moses 

*  and  against  Shakspeare/    (Like  enough!)     *     *     'We  lien 

*  talked  of  Spain. 

VoUaire.  "  It  is  a  Country  of  which  we  know  no  more  than 
^^  of  the  most  savage  parts  of  Africa ;  and  it  is  not  worth  the 
^'trouble  of  being  known.  If  a  man  weuld  travel  there,  he 
"  must  carry  his  bed,  Ac  On  arriving  in  a  Town,  he  must  go 
'^  into  one  street  to  buy  a  bottle  of  wine ;  a  piece  of  a  mule"  (by 
way  of  beef)  "  in  another;  he  finds  a  table  in  a  third, — ^and  lie 
^^  sups.  A  French  Nobleman  was  passing  through  Pampelmia : 
*^  he  sent  out  for  a  spit ;  there  was  only  one  in  the  Town,  and 
^^  that  was  lent  away  for  a  wedding." 

D^HomoL  "  There,  Monsieur,  is  a  Village  which  M.  de  Vol- 
**  taire  has  built !"  VoUaire,  ^  Yes,  we  have  our  freedoms 

"  here.  Cut  off  a  little  comer,  and  we  are  out  of  France.  I 
^  asked  some  privileges  for  my  Children  here,  and  the  King  has 
"  granted  me  all  that  I  asked,  and  has  declared  this  Pays  de  Gei 
*^  exempt  from  all  Taxes  of  the  Farmers-General ;  so  that  salt, 
^*  which  formerly  sold  for  ten  sous  a  pound,  now  sells  for  four. 
'^  I  have  nothing  more  to  ask,  except  to  live." — ^We  went  into  the 
^  Libraiy  (had  made  the  round  of  the  Gardens,  I  suppose). 

Scene  II.  In  the  TJhrary. 

VoUaire,  "  There  you  find  several  of  your  countrymen"  (he  had 
Shakspeare,  Milton,  Congreve,  Rochester,  Shaftesbui^',  Boling- 
broke,  Kobertson,  Hume,  and  others).  "Eobertson  isyourLivy; 
'^  his  Charles  FifHi  is  written  with  truth.  Hume  wrote-  his  His- 
^*  toiy  to  be  applauded,  Rapin  to  instruct ;  and  both  obtained 
"  their  ends."  Slierloch  "Lord  Bolingbroke  and  you  agreed 
*^  that  we  have  not  one  good  Tragedy." 

Voltaire.  "  We  did  think  so.  Cato  is  incomparably  well 
^  written  :  Addison  had  a  great  deal  of  taste ; — ^but  the  abyss 

«  SuprA,  ii  586. 
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^^  between  taste  and  genius  is  immense !  Shakspeare  had  an 
^^  amazing  genius,  but  no  taste :  he  has  spoiled  the  taste  of  the 
*^  Nation.  He  has  been  their  taste  for  two  hundred  years ;  and 
*^  what  is  the  taste  of  a  Nation  for  two  hundred  years  will  be  so 
"  for  two  thousand.  This  kind  of  taste  becomes  a  religion ; 
^^  there  are,  in  your  Country,  a  great  many  Fanatics  for  Shak- 
"  speare."  Sherlock.  "  Were  you  personally  acquainted  with 

"LordBolingbrokeT 

Voltaire.  "Yes.  His  face  was  imposing,  and  so  was  his 
*'  voice ;  in  his  Worhsy  there  are  many  leaves,  and  little  fruit ; 
^^  distorted  expressions,  and  periods  intolerably  long.**  {Taking 
down  a  Book)  "  There,  you  see  the  Koran,  which  is  well  read, 
"  at  least."  (*  It  was  marked  throughout  with  bits  of  paper.') 
"  There  are  Historic  DovbtSy  by  Horace  Walpole"  (^whidi  had 
*  also  several  marks') ;  "  here  is  the  Portrait  of  Richard  HI. ;  you 
"  see  he  was  a  handsome  youth."  Sherlock  (making  an  abrupt 
transition).  "  You  have  built  a  Church  f 

VoUaire.  "  True ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  in  the  Universe  in 
^  honour  of  God"  {Deo  erexit  Voltaire,  as  we  read  above) :  "you 
"  have  plenty  of  Churches  built  to  St.  Paul,  to  St.  Genevifeve, 
*^  but  not  one  to  God."  Earit  Sherlock  (to  his  Lin ;  makes  jot- 
ting as  above ; — ^is  to  dine  at  Femey  tomorrow). 

Scene  III.  Dinner^Table  of  VoUaire. 

^  The  next  day,  as  we  sat  down  to  Dinner,'  our  Host  in  the 
above  shining  costume,  ^  he  said,  in  English  tolerably  pronounced : 

VoUaire.  "We  are  here  for  liberty  and  property  T  (parody 
of  some  old  Speech  in  Parliament,  let  us  guess, — ^liberty  and  pro- 
perty, my  Lords  I)  "  This  Gentleman, — ^whom  let  me  present  to 
**  Monsieur  Sherlock, — ^is  a  Jesuit"  (old  Pere  Adam,  whom  I 
keep  for  playing  Chess,  in  his  old,  unsheltered  days) ;  "  he  wears 
^  his  hat :  I  am  a  poor  invalid, — ^I  wear  my  nightcap."     *     * 

^  I  do  not  now  recollect  why  he  quoted  these  verses,  also  in 
^  English,  by  Kochester,  on  Charles  Second: 

"  Here  lies  the  mntton-eating  King, 
Whose  promise  none  relies  on ; 
Who  never  said  a  foolish  thing, 
Nor  ever  did  a  wise  one." 
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'  But  speaking  of  Racine,  he  quoted  this  Couplet  (of  Bosoom* 
^  mon's  Essay  on  Translated  Verse) : 

^  The  weighty  bullion  of  one  sterling  line 
Drawn  to  French  wire  would  through  whole  pages  shine.** 

Sherlock.  "  The  English  prefer  Comeille  to  Racine." 

VoUaire.  "  That  is  because  the  English  are  not  suflSciently 
"  acquainted  with  the  French  tongue  to  feel  the  beauties  of 
"  Racine's  style,  or  the  harmony  of  his  versification.  Comeille 
"  ought  to  please  them  more  because  he  is  more  striking ;  but 
"  Racine  pleases  the  French  because  he  has  more  softness  and 
"  tenderness." 

Sherlock.  "How  did  you  find"  (like)  "the  English  fare  (la 
**  chhe  AnglaiseV^ — which  Voltaire  mischievously  takes  for  "the 
dear  Englishwoman").  Voltaire.  "  I  found  her  very  fresh 

"  and  white," — truly  I  (*  It  should  be  remembered,  that  when  he 
^  made  this  pun  upon  Women,  he  was  in  his  eighty-third  year).' 

Sherlock.  " Their  language ?"  Voltaire.  "Energetic, 

"  precise  and  barbarous ;  they  are  the  only  Nation  that  pro- 
*^  nounces  their  a  as  «."  *  *  (And  some  time  afterwards) 
^*  Though  I  cannot  perfectly  pronounce  English,  my  ear  is  sen- 
*^  sible  of  the  harmony  of  your  language  and  of  your  versifica- 
"  tion.  Pope  and  Dryden  have  the  most  hannony  in  Poetry ; 
*^  Addison  in  Prose."     (Takes  now  the  interrogating  side.) 

Voltaire.  "  How  have  you  found  (avez-^ous  trouvS)  the 
"  French?"  Sherlock.  "  Amiable  and  witty.    I  only  find 

"  one  fault  with  them :  they  imitate  the  English  too  much." 

Voltaire.  "How!  Do  you  think  us  worthy  to  be  originals 
«  ourselves  ?"  Sherlock.  "  Yes,  Sir." 

Voltaire.  "  So  do  I  too : — ^but  it  is  of  your  Government  that 
"  we  are  envious." 

Sherlock.  "  I  have  found  the  French  freer  than  I  expected." 

Voltaire.  "  Yes,  as  to  walking,  or  eating  whatever  he  pleases, 
"  or  lolling  in  his  elbow-chair,  a  Frenchman  is  free  enough ;  but 
"  as  to  taxes — ^Ah,  Monsieur,  you  are  a  lucky  Nation ;  you  can 
"  do  what  you  like ;  poor  we  are  bom  in  slavery :  we  cannot 
"  even  die  as  we  will ;  we  must  have  a  Priest"  (canH  get  buried 
otherwise ;  am  often  thinking  of  that !).  *  *  «  Well,  if  the 
"  Elnglish  do  sell  themselves,  it  is  a  proof  that  they  are  worth 
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^^  something :  we  French  don't  sell  ourselves,  probably  beeamae 
^  we  are  worth  nothing." 

Sherlock  "  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  J^loUe^^  (Boosseau's 
immortal  Work)?  Voltaire.   "That  it  will  not  be  read 

"  twenty  years  hence." 

Sherlock.  "  Mademoiselle  de  PEnclos  wrote  some  good  Letn 
**  ters  ?"  Voltaire.  "  She  never  wrote  one ;  they  were  by  the 

"  wretched  Cr^billon"  (my  beggarly  old  'Rival'  in  the  Pompa- 
dour epoch) !     *     * 

VoUaire,  "  The  Italians  are  a  Nation  of  brokers.  Italy  is  an 
"  Old-Clothes  shop ;  in  which  there  are  many  Old  Dresses  of 
"  exquisite  taste.  *  *  But  we  are  still  to  know^  Whether  the 
"  subjects  of  the  Pope  or  of  the  Grand  Turk  are  the  more  ab- 
^  Ject."  (We  have  now  gone  to  the  Drawing-room,  I  think, 
though  it  is  not  jotted.) 

'  He  talked  of  England  and  of  Shakespeare ;  and  explained 

*  to  Madame  Denis  part  of  a  Scene  in  Henry  JFifth,  where  the 

*  King  makes  love  to  Queen  Catherine  in  bad  French ;  and  of 

*  another  in  which  that  Queen  takes  a  lesson  in  English  from  her 

*  Waiting-woman,  and  where  there  are  several  very  gross  double- 

*  entendres' — ^but,  I  hope,  did  not  long  dwell  on  these.     *    * 

VoUaire.  "When'I  see  an  Englishman  subtle  and  fond  of 
*^  law-suits,  I  say,  *  There  is  a  Norman,  who  came  in  with  Wil- 
*^  liam  the  Conqueror.'  When  I  see  a  man  good-natured  and 
"  polite,  *That  is  one  who  came  with  the  Plantagenets ;'  a  brutal 
"  character,  *  That  is  a  Dane :' — for  your  Nation,  Monsieur,  as 
^*  well  as  yoiur  Language,  is  a  medley  of  many  otliers.'^ 

*  After  dinner,  passing  through  a  little  Parlour  where  there 

*  was  a  head  of  Locke,  another  of  the  Countess  of  Coventry, 

*  and  several  more,  he  took  me  by  the  arm  and  stopped  me : 
**  Do  you  know  this  Bust"  (bust  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton)  ?  ^  It 
**  is  the  greatest  genius  that  ever  existed :  if  all  the  geniuses  of 
^  the  Universe  were  assembled,  he  should  lead  the  band." 

*  It  was  of  Newton,  and  of  his  own  Works,  that  M.  de  Vol- 

*  taire  always  spoke  with  the  greatest  warmth.***  (Exit  Sherlock^ 
to  jot  down  the  above,  and  thence  into  Infinite  Space.) 

♦*  Sherlock,  Leiters  (London,  1802),  i  98-100. 
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General  or  Fiddmarshal  Conway^  direct  from  the 
London  Circles,  attends  one  of  FriedrieKs  Re- 
views (August — September  1774)* 

Now  that  Friedrich's  Military  Department  is  got 
completely  into  trim  again,  which  he  reckons  to  have 
been  about  1770,  his  annual  Keviews  are  becoming 
very  famous  over  Europe;  and  intelligent  Officers  of  aU 
Countries  are  eager  to  be  present,  and  instruct  them- 
selves there.  The  Keview  is  beautiful  as  a  Spectacle ; 
but  that  is  in  no  sort  the  intention  of  it.  Rigorous 
business,  as  in  the  strictest  of  Universities  examining 
for  Degrees,  would  be  nearer  the  definiticm.  Some- 
times, when  a  new  manoeuvre  or  tactical  invention  of 
importance  is  to  be  tried  by  experiment,  you  will  find 
for  many  miles  the  environs  of  Potsdam,  which  is  usually 
the  scene  of  such  experiments,  cacefuUy  shut  in ;  sentriea 
on  every  road,  no  unfriendly  eye  admitted;  the  thing 
done  as  with  closed  doors.  Nor  at  any  time  can  you 
attend  without  leave  asked ;  though  to  Foreign  Officers^ 
and  persons  that  have  really  business  there,  there  ap- 
pears  to  be  liberality  enough  in  granting  it.  The  con- 
course of  military  strangers  seems  to  keep  increasing 
every  year,  till  Friedrich's  death.^  French,  more  and 
more  in  quantity,  present  themselves;  multifarious 
German  names;  generally  a  few  English  too, — ^Bur- 
goyne  (of  Saratoga  finally),  Comwallis>  Duke  of  York, 
Marshal  Conway, — of  which  last  we  have  something 
farther  to  say  at  present. 

In  Summer  1774,  Conway,  the  Marshal  Conway,  of 
whom  Walpole  is  continually  talking  as  of  a  consider- 
able Soldier  and  Politician,  though  he  was  not  in  either 

"  Rodenbeck,  iii.  in  locis. 
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character  considerable,  but  was  Walpole's  friend,  and 
an  honest  modest  man, — had  made  up  his  mind,  perhaps 
partly  on  domestic  grounds  (for  I  have  noticed  glimpses 
of  a  "  Lady  C."  much  out  of  humour),  to  make  a  Tour 
in  Germany,  and  see  the  Reviews,  both  Austrian  and 
Prussian,  Prussian  especially.  Two  immense  Letters  of 
his  on  that  subject  have  come  into  my  hands,^  and 
elsewhere  incidentally  there  is  printed  record  of  the 
Tour;*^  unimportant  as  possible,  both  Tour  and  Letters, 
but  capable,  if  squeezed  into  compass,  of  still  being  read 
without  disadvantage  here. 

Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith, — that  is,  the  younger 
Excellency  Keith,  now  Minister  at  Dresden,  whom  we 
have  sometimes  heard  of, — accompanies  Conway  on  this 
Tour,  or  flies  alongside  of  him,  with  frequent  intersec- 
tions at  the  principal  points ;  and  there  is  printed  record 
by  Sir  Robert,  but  still  less  interesting  than  this  of  Con- 
way, and  perfectly  conformable  to  it : — so  that,  except 
for  some  words  about  the  Lord  Marischal,  which  shall  be 
given,  Keith  must  remain  sUent,  while  the  diffuse  Conway 
strives  to  become  intelligible.  Indeed,  neither  Conwa)* 
nor  Keith  tell  us  the  least  thing  that  is  not  abundantly, 
and  even  wearisomely  known  from  German  sources; 
but  to  readers  here,  a  pair  of  English  eyes  looking  on 
the  matter  (put  straight  in  places  by  the  help  there  is), 
may  give  it  a  certain  freshness  of  meaning.  Here  are 
Conway's  Two  Letters,  with  the  nine-parts  of  water 
charitably  squeezed  out  of  them,  by  a  skilfiil  friend  of 
mine  and  his. 

^  Kindly  presented  me  by  Charles  Knight,  Esq.,  the  well-known 
Author  and  Publisher  (who  possesses  a  GoUection  by  the  same  hand)  : 
these  Two  run  to  fourteen  large  pages  in  my  Copy ! 

*'  In  Keith  (Sir  Bobert  Murray),  Memoirs  and  Correspondence,  ii.  21 
etseq. 
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Conway  to  his  Brotlierj  Marquis  of  Hertford  (in  London). 

"Berlin,  July  17th,  1774. 

"  Dear  Brother, — ^In  the  hurry  I  live  in" —  ..."  Leaving 
"  Brunswick,  where,  in  absence  of  most  of  the  Court,  who  are 
"  visiting  at  Potsdam,  my  old  Commander,"  Duke  Ferdinand, 
now  estranged  from  Potsdam,**  and  living  here  among  works  of 
Art,  and  speculations  on  Free  Masonry,  "  was  very  kind  to  me, 
"  I  went  to  Celle,  in  Hanover,  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  Queen 
"  of  Denmark"  (unfortunate  divorced  Matilda,  saved  by  my  friend 
Keith, — ^innocent,  I  will  hope !)..."  She  is  grown  extremely 
"  fat."  ...  "At  Magdeburg,  the  Prussian  Frontier  on  this  side, 
"  one  is  not  allowed,  without  a  permit,  even  to  walk  on  the  ram- 
"  parts, — ^such  the  strictness  of  Prussian  rule."  .  .  .  "Driving 
"  through  Potsdam,  on  my  way  to  Berlin,  I  was  stopped  by  a 
"  servant  of  the  good  old  Lord  Marischal,  who  had  spied  me  as 
"  I  passed  under  his  window.  He  came  out  in  his  nightgown, 
"  and  insisted  upon  our  staying  to  dine  with  him" — (worthy  old 
man ;  a  word  of  him,  were  this  Letter  done).  "  We  ended,  on 
"  consultation  about  times  and  movements  of  the  Eling,  by  stay- 
"  ing  three  days  at  Potsdam,  mostly  with  this  excellent  old  Lord. 

"  On  the  third  dajr"  (yesterday  evening,  in  fact),  "  I  went, 
"  by  appointment,  to  the  New  Palace,  to  wait  upon  the  King  of 
"  Prussia.  There  was  some  delay :  his  Majesty  had  gone,  in 
"  the  interim,  to  a  private  Concert,  which  he  was  giving  to  the 
"  Princesses"  (Duchess  of  Brunswick  and  other  high  guests**) ; 
"  but  the  moment  he  was  told  I  was  there,  he  came  out  from  his 
"  company,  and  gave  me  a  most  flattering  gracious  audience  of 
*^  more  than  half  an  hour;  talking  on  a  great  variety  of  things, 
"  with  an  ease  and  freedom  the  very  reverse  of  what  I  had  been 
"  made  to  expect."  ..."  I  asked,  and  received  permission,  to 
"  visit  the  Silesian  Camps  next  month,  his  Majesty  most  graciously 
"  telling  me  the  particular  days  they  would  begin  and  end"  (27th 
August — 3d  September,  Schmelwitz  near  Breslau,  are  time  and 

«•  Had  a  kind  of  quarrel  with  Friedrich  in  1766  (rough  treatment  by 
Adjutant  von  Anhalt,  not  tolerable  to  a  Captain  now  become  so  eminent), 
and  quietly  withdrew, — still  on  speaking  terms  with  the  King,  but  never 
his  Officer  more.  <*  Bodenbeck  (in  die),  in.  98. 
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place*^).  "  This  considerably  deranges  my  Austrian  movements, 
"  and  will  linrry  my  retnm  out  of  those  parts :  bnt  who  could 
"  resist  such  a  temptation  I — ^I  saw  the  Foot-Guards  exercise, 
^  especiaUy  the  splendid  ^  First  Battalion ;'  I  could  have  con- 
^^  ceived  nothing  so  perfect  and  so  exact  as  all  I  saw  i — so  well 
'^  dressed,  such  men,  and  so  punctual  in  all  they  did. 

^^  The  New  Palace  at  Potsdam  ia  extramdy  noUe«  Not  ao 
'^  perfect,  peiiu^s,  in  point  of  taste,  but  better  than  I  had  been 
^^  led  to  expect.  The  King  dislikes  living  there ;  never  does, 
^^  except  when  iixere  is  high  Company  about  him ;  for  seven  or 
'^  eight  months  in  the  year,  he  prefers  Little  Sans-Souci,  and 
'^  freedom  among  his  intimates  and  some  of  his  Grenerals."  .... 
^^  His  Music  still  takes  up  a  great  share  of  the  King^s  time.  On 
"  a  table  in  his  Cabinet  there,  I  saw,  I  believe,  twenty  boxes  with 
^^  a  German  flute  in  each ;  in  his  Bed-chamber,  twice  as  many 
^^  boxes  of  Spanish  snufF ;  and,  alike  in  Cabinet  and  in  Bed- 
^'  chamber,  three  arm-chaira  in  a  row  iog  three  favourite  dogs, 
^^  each  with  a  little  stool  by  way  of  step,  that  tlie  getting  up 
"  might  be  easy."   .   .   • 

^  The  Town  of  Potsdam  ia  a  most  extraordmary  and,  in  its 
^^  appearance,  beautiful  Town ;  all  the  streets  perfectly  straight, 
^^  all  at  right  angles  to  each  other ;  and  all  the  houses  built  with 
^  handsome,  generally  elegant  fronts."  ...  ^^  He  builds  for 
"  everybody  who  has  a  bad  or  a  small  house,— even  the  lowest 
^^  mechanic.  He  has  done  the  same  at  Berlin."  Altogether,  his 
Majesty's  building  operations  axe  astonishing.  And  ^^from  whence 
^  does  this  money  come,  after  a  long  expensive  War?  It  is  all 
^  fairy-land  and  enchantment," — Magmun  veetigal  parsitnonioj  in 
fact!  .  .  .  ^At  Berlin  here,  I  saw  the  Porcelain  Manufacture 
^^  today,  which  is  greatly  improved.  I  leave  presently.  Adieu, 
^^  dear  Brother;  excuse  my  endless  Letter"  (since  you  caimot 
squeeze  the  water  out  of  it,  as  some  willl) — ^^  Yours  most  sin- 
^  cerelyy  Henbt  Sbtmouk  Cohway" 

Keith  is  now  Minister  at  Dresden  for  some  years  back ;  and 
has,  among  other  topics,  mueh  to  say  of  our  brilliant  friend  the 
Electress  there :  but  his  grand  Diplomatic  feat  was  at  Copen- 

*•  Eodenbeck,  iii.  101. 
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hageiiy  on  a  sudden  sally  out  thither  (in  1771)  :^^  the  saving  of 
Queen  Matilda,  youngest  Sister  of  George  Third,  from  a  hard 
doom*  Unfortunate  Que^:i  Matilda ;  one  never  knows  how  guilty, 
or  whether  guilty  at  all,  but  she  was  very  unfortunate,  poor  young 
Lady !  What  with  a  mad  Husband  collapsed  by  debaucheries 
into  stupor  of  insanity ;  with  a  Doctor,  gradually  a  Prime  Minis- 
ter, Struensee,  wretched  scarecrow  to  look  upon,  but  wiser  than 
most  Danes  about;  and  finally,  with  a  lynx-eyed  Step-eister, 
whose  Son,  should  Matilda  mistake,,  will  inherit, — ^unf<«tunate 
Matilda  had  fallen  into  the  awf ullest  troubles ;  got  divorced, 
imprisoned,  would  have  lost  her  head  along  with  scarecrow  Stru- 
ensee, had  not  her  Brother  George  III.  emphatically  intervened, 
— ^Excellency  Keith,  with  Seventy-fours  in  the  distance,  coming 
out  very  strong  on  the  occasion, — ^and  got  her  loose.  Loose  from 
Danish  axe  and  jail,  at  any  rate;  delivered  into  safety  and  sdi- 
tude  at  Celle  in  Hanover,  where  she  now  is, — ^and  soon  after 
suddenly  dies  of  fever,  so  dosing  a  very  sad  short  history* 

Excellency  Keith,  famed  in  the  Diplomatic  circles  ever  since, 
is  at  present  ahead  of  Conway  on  their  joint  road  to  the  Austrian 
Beviews.  Before  giving  Conway's  Second  Letter,  kt  us  bear 
Keith  a  little  on  his  kinsman  the  Old  Marischal,  whom  he  saw 
at  Berlin  years  ago,  and  still  occasionally  corresponds  with,  and 
menti(xis  in  his  Correspondence.  Keith  loquitur;  date  is  Dres- 
den, February  1770 : 

Has  vmted  ihe  Old  Marischal  at  Potsdam  lately.  *  *  ^  My 
^  stay  of  three  days  with  Lord  Marischal'  ....  ^He  is  the  most 
^  iimocent  of  God's  creatures;  and  his  heart  is  much  warmer 
^  than  his  head.  The  place  of  his  abode,'  I  must  say,  '  is  the 
*  very  Temple  of  Dulness ;  and  his  Female  Companion'  (a  poor 
Turk  foundling,  a  perishing  infant  flung  into  his  late  Brother's 
hands  at  the  Fall  of  Oczakow,^' — ^whom  the  Marischal  has  care- 
fully brought  up,  and  who  refuses  to  marry  away  from  hin^ — 
rather  stupid,  not  very  pretty  by  the  Portraits;  must  now  be 
two-and-thirty  gone)  ^is  perfectly  calculated  to  be  the  Priestess 
'  of  it  I  Yet  he  dawdles  away  his  day  in  a  manner  not  unplea- 
^  sant  to  him ;  and  I  really  am  persuaded  he  has  a  conscience 

^  In  Keith^  L  152,  &c.,  nothing  of  intelligible  Narrative  given^  hardly 
the  date  discoverable.  ^  Snprd,  ii.  622. 
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^  that  would  gild  the  inside  of  a  dungeon.    The  feats  of  our 

*  bare-legged  warriors  in  the  late  War'  (Berg-Schotteuj  among 
whom  I  was  a  Colonel),  'accompanied  by  a  pibracV  (ele^ae 
bagpipe  droning  mare  suo)  ^  in  his  outer  room,  have  an  effect  on 

*  the  old  Don,  which  would  delight  you.'** 

Afid  tlien  seen  him  in  Berlinj  on  the  same  occasion.  *  * 
^  Lord  Marischal  came  to  meet  me  at  Sir  Andrew's'  (Mitchel's, 
in  Berlin,  the  last  year  of  the  brave  Mitchel's  life),  *  where  we 
^  passed  five  days  together.  My  visit  to  his  country  residence,'  as 
you  already  know,  'was  of  three  days ;  and  I  had  reason  .to  be 
'  convinced  that  it  gave  the  old  Don  great  pleasure.  He  talked 
'  to  me  with  the  greatest  openness  and  confidence  of  all  the 
'  material  incidents  of  his  life ;  and  hinted  often  that  the  honour 
'  of  the  Clan  was  now  to  be  supported  by  our  family,  for  all  of 
'  whom  he  had  the  greatest  esteem.  His  taste,  his  ideas,  and  his 
'  manner  of  living,  are  a  mixture  of  Aberdeenshire  and  the  Eong- 
'  dom  of  Valencia ;  and  as  he  seeks  to  make  no  new  friends,  he 
'  seems  to  retain  a  strong,  though  silent,  attachment  for  his  old 
'  ones.  As  to  his  political  principles,  I  believe  him  the  most  sin- 
'  cere  of  converts'  to  Whiggery  and  Orthodoxy.  *  *  *  Since 
'  I  began  this,  I  have  had  a  most  inimitable  Letter  from  Lord 
'  Marischal.  I  had  mentioned  Dr.  Bailies  to  him'  (noted  English 
Doctor  at  Dresden,  bent  on  inoculating  and  the  like), '  and  begged 
'  he  would  send  me  a  state  of  his  case  and  infirmities,  that  the 
'  Doctor  might  prescribe  for  him.    This  is  a  part  of  his  answer : 

"I  thank  you  for  your  advice  of  consulting  the  English 
"  Doctor  to  repair  my  old  carcass.  I  have  lately  done  so  by 
''  my  old  coach,  and  it  is  now  almost  as  good  as  new.  Please, 
*'  therefore,  to  tell  the  Doctor,  that  from  him  I  expect  a  good 
^  repair,  and  shall  state  the  case.  First,  he  must  know  that 
"  the  machine  is  the  worse  for  wear,  being  nearly  eighty  years 
"  old.  The  reparation  I  propose  he  shall  begin  with  is :  One 
"  pair  of  new  eyes,  one  pair  of  new  ears,  some  improvement  on 
^^  the  memory.  When  this  is  done,  we  shall  ask  new  legs,  and 
"  some  change  in  the  stomach.    For  the  present,  this  first  repa- 

•*  Keith,  i.  129 ;  '  Draiden,  25th  Febmaxy  1770  f  to  his  Sister  in  Soot- 
land. 
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"  ration  will  be  sufficient ;  and  we  must  not  trouble  the  Doctor 
"  too  much  at  once/' — ^You  see  by  this,  how  easy  his  Lordship's 
^  infirmities  sit  upon  him ;  and  it  is  really  so  as  he  says.    Your 

*  friend  Sir  Andrew  is,  I  am  afraid,  less  gay ;  but  I  have  not 

*  heard  from  him  these  three  months.'** 

Conway  to  Keithy  on  the  late  Three  Days  at  PotsdamJ^  "  I 
"  stayed  three  days  at  Potsdam,  with  much  entertainment,  for 
"  good  part  of  which  I  am  obliged  to  your  Excellency's  old  friend 
"  Lord  Marischal,  who  showed  me  all  the  kindness  and  civility 
^^  possible.  He  stopped  me  as  I  passed,  and  not  only  made  me 
"  dine  with  him  that  day,  but  in  a  manner  live  with  him.  He  is 
"  not  at  all  blind,  as  you  imagined ;  so  much  otherwise  that  I 
"  saw  him  read,  without  spectacles,  a  difficult  hand  I  could  not 
"  easily  decipher."  ..."  Stayed  but  a  day  at  Berlin ;"  am 
rushing  after  you : — Here  is  my  Second  Letter : 

Conway'* 8  Second  Letter  (to  his  Brother,  as  before). 

"  Schmdwitz^'  (near  Breslau)  "  Headquarters, 
"August  3l8t,  1774. 

"  Dear  Brother"  .  .  .  "  I  left  that  Camp"  (Austrian  Camp, 
and  Reviews,  in  Himgary,  where  the  Kaiser  and  everybody  had 
been  very  gracious  to  me)  "  with  much  regret."    '  Parted  regret- 

*  fully  with  Keith ; — ^had  played,  at  Presburg,  in  sight  of  him  and 

*  fourteen  other  Englishmen,  a  game  with  the  Chess  Automaton' 
(brand-new  miracle,  just   out)  ;^ — *  came  on   through  Vienna 

*  hitherward,  as  fast  as  post-horses  could  carry  us ;  travelling  night 

*  and  day,  without  stopping,  being  rather  behind  time.'  "Arrived 
"  at  Breslau  near  dark,  last  night ;  where  I  learnt  that  the  Camp 
"  was  twenty  miles  off;  that  the  Bing  was  gone  there,  and  that  the 
"  Manoeuvres  would  begin  at  four  or  five  this  morning.  I  there- 
"  fore  ordered  my  chaise  at  twelve  at  night,  and  set  out,  in  dark- 
"  ness  and  rain,  to  be  presented  to  the  King  of  Prussia  next 
*^  morning  at  five,  at  the  head  of  his  troops."  ..."  When  I 
**  arrived,  before  five,  at  the  place  called  ^  Headquarters,'  I  found 

«  Keith,  i.  132, 133 ;  '  Dresden,  13th  March  1770  :'  to  his  Father. 
»  Date,  *  Dresden,  21st  July  1774 :'  in  Keith,  ii.  15. 
^  Account  of  it,  and  of  this  game,  in  Keith  too  (ii.  18 ;  *  Yiemia,  3d 
September  1774  :*  Keith  to  his  Father). 
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^  mjBelf  in  the  middle  of  a  miserable  Village''  (this  Schmelwitz 
here) ;  ^  no  creature  alive  or  stining^  nor  a  sentinel^  or  anj 
^  Militarj  object  to  be  seen.''  «  •  •  ^^  Ajb  soon  as  anything  alive 
^  was  to  be  found,  we  asked^  If  the  King  was  lodged  in  that 
"  Village  ?  *  Yes/  they  sadd,  *  in  that  House'  (pointing  to  a  clay 
"  Hovel).    But  General  Lentulus  soon  aj^eared ;  and — " 

^  His  Majesty  has  been  very  gracious ;  asked  me  many  ques- 
^'  tions  about  my  Tour  to  Hungary.  I  saw  all  the  Troops  pass 
^^  him  as  they  arrived  in  Camp.  They  made  a  very  fine  ap- 
^  pearance  really,  though  it  rained  hard  the  whole  time  we  were 
"  out ;  and  as  his  Majesty"  (age  62)  "  did  not  cloak,  we  were 
"  all  heartily  wet.  And,  what  was  worse,  'vs'ent  from  the  field  to 
^  Orders"  (giving  out  of  Parole,  and  the  like)  ^  at  his  Quarters, 
"  there  to  make  our  bow ; — ^where  we  stayed  in  our  wet  dothes 
^^  an  hour  and  half"  (towards  10  aja.  by  this  time).  .  •  How 
"  different  at  the  Emperor's,  when  his  Imperial  Majesty  and 
*^  everybody  was  cloaked!"  (Got  no  hurt  by  the  wet,  strange 
to  say.)  ....  "  These  are  our  news  to  this  day.  And  now, 
^'  having  sat  up  five  nights  out  of  the  last  six,  and  been  in  rain 
*^  and  dirt  almost  all  dav,  I  wish  you  sincerely  good  night. — 
«H.S.C." 

*^P.S.  Breslau,  4th  September. —  *  *  My  Frassian  Cam- 
^'  paign  is  finished,  and  as  much  to  my  satisfaction  as  possible. 
"  The  beauty  and  order  of  the  Troops,  their  great  discipline, 
"  their"  &c.  &c,,  "almost  pass  all  belief."  .  .  •  "Yesterday  we 
"  were  on  horseback  early,  at  four  o'clock.  The  movement  was 
"  conducted  with  a  spirit  and  order,  on  both  sides,  that  was  asto- 
"  nishing,  and  struck  the  more  delightful  (sic)  by  the  variety,  as 
"  in  the  course  of  the  Action  the  Enemy,  conducted  by  General 
"  Anhalt"  (head  all  right  as  yet),  "  took  three  different  positions 
^'  before  his  final  retreat. 

"The  moment  it  was  over"  (nine  o'clock  or  so),  "his Majesty 
"  got  a  fresh  horse,  and  set  out  for  Potsdam,  after  receiving  the 
"  compliments  of  those  present,  or  rather  holding  a  kind  of  short 
"  Levee  in  the  field.  I  can't  say  how  much,  in  my  particular,  I 
^^  am  obliged  to  his  Majesty  for  his  extraordinary  reception,  and 
"  distinction  shovm  me  throughout.  Each  day  after  the  Man- 
"  oeuvre,  and  giving  the  Orders  of  the  day,  he  held  a  little  Levee 
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^  at  the  door,  or  in  the  court ;  at  which,  I  can  assure  you,  it  is 
^  not  an  exaggeration  of  vanity  to  say,  that  he  not  only  talked  to 
*^  me,  but  literally  to  nobody  else  at  all.  It  was  a  good  deal  each 
^  time,  and  as  soon  as  finished,  he  made  his  bow,  and  retired, 
"  though  all,  or  most,  of  the  other  Foreigners  were  standing  by, 
^'  as  well  as  his  own  Generals.  He  also  called  me  up,  and  spoke 
"  to  me  several  times  on  horseback,  when  we  were  out,  which  he 
**  seldom  did  to  ajsybody. 

^^  The  Prince  Royal  also  showed  me  much  civility.  The 
^^  second  day,  he  asked  me  to  come  uid  drink  a  dish  of  tea  with 
^'  him  after  dinner,  and  kept  me  an  hour  and  lialf.  He  told 
^^  me,  among  other  things,  that  the  £ing  of  Prussia  had  a  high 
^  opinion  of  me,  and  that  it  came  chiefly  from  the  favourable 
"  manner  in  which  Duke  Ferdinand  and  the  Hereditary  Prince" 
(of  Brunswick)  "  had  spoken  of  me."  ..."  Pray  let  Horace 
^  Walpole  know  my  address,  that  I  may  have  all  the  chance  I 
^*  can  of  hearing  from  him.  But,  if  he  oomes  to  Paris,  I  forgive 
«  Mm.— H.  S.  C." 

Friedrich's  Beviews,  though  fine  to  look  upon,  or  indeed  the 
finest  in  the  world,  were  by  no  means  of  spectacular  nature ;  but 
of  altogether  serious  and  practical,  almost  of  solemn  and  terrible, 
to  the  parties  interested.  Like  the  strictest  College  Examination 
for  Degrees,  as  we  said ;  like  a  Koyal  Assize  or  Doomsday  of  the 
Year ;  to  IMilitary  people,  and  over  the  upper  classes  of  Berlin 
Society,  nothing  could  be  more  serious.  Major  Kaltenbom,  an 
£x*Prussian  Officer,  presumably  of  over-talkative  habits,  who 
sounds  on  us  like  a  very  messroom  of  the  time  all  gathered  under 
one  hat, — describes  in  an  almost  awful  manner  the  kind  of  terror 
with  which  all  people  awaited  these  Annual  Assizes  for  trial  of 
military  merit. 

*  What  a  sight,'  says  he,  ^  and  awakening  what  thoughts,  that 
^  of  a  body  of  from  18,000  to  20,000  soldiers,  in  solemn  silence 

*  and'in  deepest  reverence,  awaiting  their  fate  from  one  man  I  A 
'  Beview,  in  Friedrich's  time,  was  an  important  moment  for  al- 

*  most  the  whole  Coimtry^  The  fortune  of  whole  families  of tcai 
'  depended  on  it :  from  wives,  mothers,  children  and  friends, 
^  during  those  terrible  three  days,  there  arose  fervent  wishes  to 
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^  Heaven,  that  misfortune  might  not,  as  was  too  frequently  the 
^  case,  bef al  their  husbands,  fathers,  sons  and  friends,  in  the 
^  course  of  them.  Here  the  King,  as  it  were,  weighed  the  merits 
^  of  his  OfEcers,  and  distributed,  according  as  he  found  them 
^  light  or  heavy,  praise  or  blame,  rebukes  or  favours ;  and  of  ten, 
^  too  often,  punishments,  to  be  felt  through  life.  One  single 
^  unhappy  moment'  (especially,  if  it  were  the  last  of  a  long  series 
of  such !)  '  often  deprived  the  bravest  Officer  of  his  bread,  pain- 
^  fully  earned  in  peace  and  war,  and  of  his  reputation  and 
'  honour,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  most  men,  who  judge  of  every* 
^  thing  only  by  its  issue.  The  higher  you  had  risen,  the  easier 
^  and  deeper  your  fall  might  be,  at  an  unlucky  Review.  The 
'  Heads  and  Commanders  of  regiments  were  always  in  danger  of 
'  being  sent  about  their  business  (weggejagty 

The  fact  is,  I  Kaltenbom  quitted  the  Prussian  Service,  and 
took  Hessian, — ^being  (presumably)  of  exaggerative,  over-talkative 
nature,  and  strongly  gravitating  Opposition  way! — ^Kaltenbom 
admits  that  the  King  delighted  in  nothing  so  much  as  to  see 
people's  faces  cheerful  about  him ;  provided  the  price  for  it  were 
not  too  high.     Here  is  another  passage  from  him : 

^  At  latest  by  9  in  the  morning,  the  day's  Man<eu\Te  had 
^  finished,  and  eveiything  was  already  in  its  place  again.  Straight 
^  from  the  ground  all  Heads  of  regiments,  the  Ma]ors-{2e^'ot«r,  all 
^  Aides-de-Camp,  and  from  every  battalion  one  Officer,  proceed 
^  to  Headquarters.  It  was  impossible  to  speak  more  beautifully, 
^  or  instructively,  than  the  King  did  on  such  occasions,  if  he  weate 
^  not  in  bad  humour.    It  was  then  a  very  delight  to  hear  him 

*  deliver  a  Military  Lecture,  as  it  were.  He  knew  exactly  who 
^  had  failed,  what  caused  the  fault,  and  how  it  might  and  should 

*  have  been  retrieved.  His  voice  was  soft  and  persuasive  (JunreU- 
^  send) ;  he  looked  kindly,  and  appeared  rather  bent  upon  giving 
^  good  advice  than  commands. 

^  Thus,  for  instance,  he  once  said  to  General  von  Lossow, 

*  Head  of  the  Black  Hussars :  "  Your  (seine)  Attack  would  have 
"  gone  very  well,  had  not  your  own  squadron  pressed  forward 
"  too  much  (vorgeprellt).  The  brave  fellows  wanted  to  show  me 
"  how  they  can  ride.  But  don't  I  know  that  well  enough ; — and 
^  also  that  you"  (covetous  Lossow)  '^  always  choose  the  best  horses 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ohap.  v.]  a  chapter  of  MISCELLANIES.  646 

Aug.— Sept  1774. 

^  from  the  whole  remount  for  your  own  squadron !  There  was, 
"  therefore,  no  need  at  all  for  that.  Tell  your  people  not  to 
"  do  so  tomorrow,  and  you  will  see  it  will  go  much  better ;  all 
*^  will  remain  closer  in  their  places,  an2^the  left  wing  be  able  to 
*^  keep  better  in  line,  in  coming  on." — ^Another  time,  having  ob- 

*  served,  in  a  certain  Foot-regiment,  that  the  soldiers  were  too 

*  long  in  getting  out  their  cartridges,  he  said  to  the  Command- 

*  ant :  "  Do  you  know  the  cause  of  this,  my  dear  Colonel  ?  Look, 
^^  the  cartouche,  in  the  cartridge-box,  has  32  holes ;  into  these 
"  the  fellow  sticks  his  eight  cartridges,  without  caring  how :  and 
*^  so  the  poor  devil  fumbles  and  gropes  about,  and  cannot  get 
**  hold  of  any.  But  now,  if  the  Officers  would  look  to  it  that  he 
"  placed  them  all  well  together  in  the  middle  of  the  cartouche, 
"  he  would  never  make  a  false  grasp,  and  the  loading  would  go 
"  as  quick  again.  Only  tell  your  Officers  that  I  had  made  this 
'^  observation,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  gladly  attend  to  it."  '*^ 

Of  humane  consolatory  Anecdotes,  in  this  kind,  our  Opposition 
Kaltenborn  gives  several ;  of  the  rhadamanthine  desolating  or 
destructive  kind,  though  such  also  could  not  be  wanting,  if  your 
Assize  is  to  be  good  for  anything,  he  gives  us  none.  And  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  the  effective  punishments,  dismissals  and  the 
like,  were  of  the  due  rarity  and  propriety ;  though  the  flashes  of 
unjust  rebuke,  fulminant  severity,  lightnings  from  the  gloom  of 
one's  own  sorrows  and  ill-humour,  were  much  more  frequent,  but 
were  seldom, — ^I  do  not  know  if  ever, — ^persisted  in  to  the  length 
of  practical  result.  This  is  a  Ehadamanthus  much  interested 
not  to  be  unjust,  and  to  discriminate  good  from  bad !  Of  Ziethen 
there  are  two  famous  Review  Anecdotes,  omitted  and  omissible 
by  Kaltenborn,  so  well  known  are  they :  one  of  each  kind.  At 
a  certain  Review,  year  not  ascertainable, — ^long  since,  prior  to 
the  Seven-Years  War, — ^the  King^s  humour  was  of  the  grim- 
mest, nothing  but  faults  all  round;  to  Ziethen  himself,  and 
the  Ziethen  Hussars,  he  said  various  hard  things,  and  at  length 
this  hardest :  "  Out  of  my  sight  with  you  1"*®  Upon  which 
Ziethen, — ^a  stratum  of  red-hot  kindling  in  Ziethen  too,  as  was 

»'  AnonTmoiis  (Kaltenborn),  Briefe  eines  alien  Preitsaiachen  Qfficiers 
(Hohenxollem,  1790),  ii.  24-26. 

"  Madame  de  Blumenthal,  Life  of  Ziethen^  i.  286. 
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A2V.— Sept.  1774. 
easOy  poesible^^ — turns  to  his  Hussars,  ^^  Sight  about,  BechU  wn  : 
march !"  and  on  the  instant  did  as  bidden.  Disappeared,  double* 
quick;  and  at  the  same  high  pace,  in  a  high  frame  of  mind^ 
rattled  on  to  Berlin,  home  to  his  quarters,  and  there  first  drew 
bridle*  ^^Tum;  for  Heaven's  sake,  bethink  youT  said  more 
than  one  friend  whom  he  met  <m  the  road :  but  it  was  of  no  use. 
Everybody  said,  ^Ziethen  is  ruined;"  but  Ziethen  never  heard 
of  the  thing  more. 

Anecdote  Sec<md  is  not  properly  of  a  Beview,  but  of  an  inci- 
dental Parade  of  the  Guards  at  Berlin  (25th  Deoembw  Vl9A)y  by 
the  King  in  person ;  Parade,  or  rather  giving  out  of  the  Parole 
after  it,  in  the  King's  Apartments ;  which  is  always  a  kind  of 
Military  Levee  as  well; — and  which,  in  this  instance,  wa^  long 
famous  among  the  Berlin  people.  King  is  just  arrived  for  Car- 
nival season;  old  Ziethen  will  not  fail  to  pay  his  duty,  though 
climbing  of  the  stairs  is  heavy  to  a  man  of  85  gone.  This 
is  Madam  Blumenthal's  Narrative  (corrected,  as  it  needs,  in 
certain  points) : 

^  Saturday,  25th  December  1784,  Ziethen,  in  spite  of  the  bup- 
^  den  of  eighty-six  years,  went  to  the  Palace,  at  the  end  of  the 
^  P^irade,  to  pay  his  Sovereign  this  bust  tribute  of  respect,  and 
^  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  after  six  months  absence* 
'  The  Parole  was  given  out^  the  orders  imparted  to  the  Geni^nals, 
^  and  the  King  had  turned  towards  the  Princes  of  the  Blood, — 
'  when  he  perceived  2iiethen  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  Hall,  be- 
•  ^  tween  his  Son  and  his  two  Aides-de-camp.  Surprised  in  a  very 
'  agreeable  manner  at  this  unexpected  sight,  he  broke  out  into  an 
^  exclamation  of  j<^;  and  directly  making  up  to  him, — ^^  What, 
^^  my  good  old  Ziethen,  are  you  there  I"  said  his  Majesty :  ^  How 
^^  sorry  am  I  that  you  have  had  the  trouble  oi  walking  up  the 
^^  staircase  I  I  should  have  called  upon  you  myself.  How  have 
**you  been  of  late!"  "Sire,"  answered  Ziethien,  "my  health 
^^  is  not  amiss,  my  appetite  is  good ;  but  my  strength !  my 
**  strength!'*  "TUs  account,'*  replied  the  King,  "nmkes  me 
"  happy  by  halves  only :  but  you  must  be  tired ; — I  shall  have  a 
"  chair  for  you." '  (Thing  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  Eoy- 
alty!)  'A  chair,'  on  order  to  Zieth^s  Aides-de-Camp,  ^waa 
'  quickly  brought  Ziethen,  however^  declared  that  he  was  not  at 
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^  all  f  atigaed :  the  King  maintained  that  he  was.  ^^  Sit  do  wn,  good 
"  Father  (Mein  lieber  alter  Papa  ZietheUj  seize  Er  $ich  dock) !" 
^  continued  his  Majesty :  ^^  I  will  have  it  so ;  otherwise  I  must 
^^  instantly  leave  the  room;  for  I  camiot  allow  jou  to  be  inci»u- 
^^  moded  under  my  own  roof/'  The  old  General  obeyed,  and 
^  Friedrich  the  Great  remained  standing  before  him,- in  the  midst 
^  of  a  brilliant  circle  that  had  thronged  round  them.  Aiter  ask- 
^  ing  him  many  questions  respecting  his  hearing,  his  memoiy, 
^  and  the  general  state  of  his  health,  he  at  length  took  leave  of 

*  him  in  these  words :  "  Adieu,  my  dear  Ziethen"  (it  was  his  last 
adieu  I) — "  take  care  not  to  catch  cold ;  nurse  yourself  well,  and 
^  live  as  long  as  you  can,  that  I  may  often  have  the  pleasure 
^^  of  seeing  you."  After  having  said  this,  the  King,  instead  of 
'  speaking  to  the  other  GeneraLa,  and  walking  through  the  saloons, 

*  as  usual,  retired  abruptly,  and  shut  himself  up  in  his  closet.'*® 

Following  in  date  these  small  Conway  Phenomena, 
if  these,  so  extraneous  and  insignificant,  can  have  any 
glimmer  of  memorability  to  readers,  are  two  other  oc- 
currences, especially  one  other,  which  come  in  at  this 
part  of  the  series,  and  greatly  more  require  to  be  dis- 
engaged from  the  dust-heaps,  and  presented  for  remem- 
brance. 

In  1775,  the  King  had  a  fit  of  illness;  which  long 
occupied  certain  Gazetteers  and  others.  That  is  the 
first  occiurence  of  the  two,  and  far  the  more  important. 
He  himself  says  of  it,  in  his  History^  all  that  is  essential 
to  us  here : 

^  Towards  the  end  of  1775,  the  King  was  attacked  by  several 

*  strong  consecutive  fits  of  gout.  Van  Swieten,  a  famous  Doctor^s 
^  Son,  and  Minister  of  the  Imperial^  Court  at  Berlin^  took  it  into 

»  Bltunenihal,  ii.  341 ;  Militair-Lexihon^  iv.  318.  Chodowiedd  has 
made  an  Engraving  of  tiiis  Scene ;  nsefal  to  look  at  for  its  military 
Portraits,  if  of  littk  esteem  otherwise.  Stsrangely  enough,  both  in  Bin- 
nunthal  and  in  Chodowiedd't  Engravioff^  the  year  is  given  as  1785  (plainly, 
impossible) ;  Militair-Lexihon  misprints  the  month ;  and,  one  way  or 
other,  only  Bodenbeck  (iii.  316)  is  right  in  both  day  and  year. 
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*  his  head  that  this  gout  was  a  declared  dropsy ;  and,  glad  to 
^  announce  to  his  Court  the  approaching  death  of  an  enemy  that 
^  had  heen  dangerous  to  it,  boldly  informed  his  Kaiser  that  the 

*  Eling  was  drawing  to  his  end,  and  would  not  last  out  the  year. 
^  At  this  news  the  soul  of  Joseph  flames  into  enthusiasm ;  all  the 
^  Austrian  troops  are  got  on  march,  their  Eendezvous  marked  in 
^  Bohemia ;  and  the  Kaiser  waits,  full  of  impatience,  at  Vienna, 

*  till  the  expected  event  arrive ;  ready  then  to  penetrate  at  once 
^  into  Saxony,  and  thence  to  the  Frontiers  of  Brandenburg,  and 

*  there  propose  to  the  Bang's  Successor  the  alternative  of  either 

*  surrendering  Silesia  straightway  to  the  House  of  Austria,  or 

*  seeing  himself  overwhelmed  by  Austrian  troops  before  he  could 

*  get  his  own  assembled.     All  these  things,  which  were  openly 

*  done,  got  noised  abroad  everywhere ;  and  did  not,  as  is  easy 
^  to  believe,  cement  the  friendship  of  the  Two  Courts.    To  the 

*  Public,  this  scene  appeared  the  more  ridiculous,  as  the  King  of 
^  Prussia,  having  only  had  a  common  gout  in  larger  dose  than 

*  common,  was  already  well  of  it  again,  before  the  Austrian 

*  Army  had  got  to  their  Rendezvous.  The  Kaiser  made  all  these 
^  troops  return  to  their  old  quarters ;  and  the  Court  of  Vienna 

*  had  nothing  but  mockery  for  its  imprudent  conduct.'^ 

The  first  of  these  gout-attacks  seems  to  have  come  in  the 
end  of  September,  and  to  have  lasted  about  a  month;  after 
which  the  illness  abated,  and  everybody  thought  it  was  gone. 
The  Kaiser-Joseph  evolution  must  have  been  in  October,  and 
have  got  its  mockery  in  the  next  months.  Friedrich,  writing 
to  Voltaire^  October  22d,  has  these  words :  *  *  "A  pair  of 
"  charming  Letters  from  Ferney ;  to  which,  had  they  been  from 
"  the  great  Demiurgus  himself,  I  could  not  have  dictated  An- 
"  swer.  Gout  held  me  tied  and  garrotted  for  four  weeks ; — ^gout 
"  in  both  feet  and  in  both  hands ;  and,  such  its  extreme  liberality, 
*^  in  both  elbows  too :  at  present  the  pains  and  the  fever  have 
"  abated,  and  I  feel  only  a  very  great  exhaustion."^*  ^  Four  con- 
secutive attacks;  hope  they  are  now  all  over:'  but  we  read, 
within  the  Spring  following,  that  there  have  been  in  all  twelve 
of  them;  and  in  May  1776,  the  Newspapers  count  eighteen  quasi- 
consecutive.    So  that  in  reality  the  King's  strength  was  sadly 

••  (Euvru  de  FredMc,  vi.  124.  «  Ibid.  xxv.  44. 
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reduced ;  and  his  health,  which  did  not  recover  its  old  average 

till  about  1780,  continued,  for  several  years  after  this  bad  fit, 

to  be  a  constant  theme  of  curiosity  to  the  Gazetteer  species, 

and  a  matter  of  solicitude  to  his  friends  and  to  his  enemies. 

Of  the  Kaiser's  immense  ambition  there  c^n  be  no  question. 
He  is  stretching  himself  out  on  every  side ;  *  seriously  wishing,' 
thinks  Friedrich,  *  that  he  could  "  revivify  the  German  Reich," ' 
— ^new  Barbarossa  in  improved  jixed  form ;  how  noble  I  Cer- 
tainly, to  Bang  Friedrich's  sad  conviction,  *  the  Austrian  Court  is 
'  aiming  to  swallow  all  manner  of  dominions  that  may  fall  within 
^  its  grasp.'  Wants  Bosnia  and  Servia  in  the  East ;  longs  to 
seize  certain  Venetian  Territories,  which  would  unite  Trieste 
and  the  Milanese  to  the  Tyrol.  Is  throwing  out  hooks  on  Mo- 
dena,  on  the  Ferrarese,  on  this  and  on  that.  Looking  with  eager 
eyes  on  Bavaria, — ^the  situation  of  which  is  peculiar ;  the  pre- 
sent Kur-Baiern  being  elderly,  childless ;  and  his  Heir  the  Uke, 
who  withal  is  already  Kur-Pfalz,  and  will  unite  the  Two  Elec- 
torates under  one  head;  a  thing  which  Austria  regards  with 
marked  dislike.^^  These  are  anxious  considerations  to  a  King  in 
Friedrich's  sick  state.  In  his  private  circle,  too,  there  are  sor- 
rows :  death  of  Fouquet,  death  of  Quintus  Icilius,  of  Seidlitz, 
Quantz  (good  old  Quantz,  with  his  fine  Flutings  these  fifty 
years,  and  the  still  finer  memories  he  awoke  !^), — latterly  an 
imusual  number  of  deaths.  The  ruggedly  intelligent  Quintus,  a 
daily  companion,  and  guest  at  the  supper-table,  died  few  months 
before  this  fit  of  gout ;  and  must  have  been  greatly  missed  by 
Friedrich.  Fouquet,  at  Brandenburg,  died  last  year :  his  bene- 
factor in  the  early  Ciistrin  distresses,  his  *^  Bayard,"  and  chosen 
friend  ever  since;  haw  conspicuously  dear  to  Friedrich  to  the 
last  is  still  evident.  A  Friedrich  getting  lonely  enough,  and  the 
lights  of  his  life  going  out  around  him ; — ^has  but  one  sure  con- 
solation, which  comes  to  him  as  compulsion  withal,  and  is  not 
neglected,  that  of  standing  stedfast  to  his  work,  whatever  the 
mood  and  posture  be. 

*    The  Event  of  1776  is  Czarowitch  Paul's  arrival  in 
Berlin,  and  betrothal  to  a  second  Wife  there;  his  first 

«  (Euvre%  de  FredMc,  vi.  123.  •»  Friedrich's  Teacher  of  the 

Flute ;  procured  for  him  by  his  Mother  (Supr&,  ii.  108). 
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having  died  in  childbirth  lately.  The  first  had  been  of 
Friedrich's  choosing,  but  had  behaved  ill, — ^seduced  by 
Spanish-French  Diplomacies,  by  this  and  that,  poor  youi^ 
creature : — the  second  also  was  of  Friedrich's  choosing, 
and  a  still  nearer  connexion :  figure  what  a  triumphant 
event!  Event  now  fallen  dead  to  every  one  of  us;  and 
hardly  admitting  the  smallest  Note,— except  for  chrono- 
logy's sake,  which  it  is  always  satis&ctory  to  keep  clear: 

*  Czarowitch  Paul's  first  Wife,  the  Hessen-Darmstadt  Prin- 

*  cess  of  Three,  died  of  her  first  child,  April  26th,  1776 :  every- 

*  body  whispered,  "It  is  none  of  Paul's!" — who,  nevertheless, 
^  was  inconsolable,  the  wild  heart  of  him  like  to  break  on  the 

*  occurrence.  By  good  luck.  Prince  Henri  had  set  out,  by  invi- 
'  tation,  on  a  second  visit  to  Petersburg ;  and  arrived  there,  also 

*  on  April  26th,** — ^the  very  day  of  the  fatahty.    Prince  Henri 

*  soothed,  consoled  the  poor  Czarowitch ;  gradually  brought  him 

*  round ;  agreed  with  his  Czarina  Mother,  that  he  must  have  a 

*  new  Wife;  and  dextrously  fixed  her  choice  on  a  "Niece  of 

*  the  King's  and  Henri's."  Eldest  Daughter  of  Eugen  of  Wur- 
^  temberg,  of  whom,  as  an  excellent  Oeneral,  though  also  as  a  surly 

*  Husband,  readers  have  some  memory ;  now  living  withdrawn  at 

*  Mumpelgard,  the  Wurtemberg  Apanage'  (Montbeillard,  as  the 
French  call  it),  *in  these  piping  times  of  Peace: — she  is  the 

*  Princess.    To  King  Friedrich's  great  sm^rise  and  joy.     The 

*  Mumpelgard  Principalities,  and  fortunate  Princess,  are  sum- 

*  moned   to   Berlin.     Czarowitch   Paul,   under  Henri's   escort, 

*  and  under  gala  and  festivities  from  the  Frontier  onward, 
'  arrived  in  Berlin,  21st  July  1776 ;  was  betrothed  to  his  Wur- 
'  temberg  Princess  straightway;  and  after  about  a  fortni^t  of 

*  festivities  still  more  transcendent,  went  home  with  her  to  Pe- 
'tersburg;  and  was  there  wedded,  18th  October  following; — 

*  Czar  and  Czarina,  she  and  he,  twenty  years  after,  and  their 
^  posterity  reigning  ever  since.'^ 

*  At  Vienna,'  says  the  King,  '  everybody  was  per- 

*  suaded  the  Czai'owitch  would  never  come  to  Berlin. 
^  Prince  Kaunitz  had  been,' — ^been  at  his  old  tricks  again, 

•*  Rodenbcck,  iii.  139-146.  •  (Euvres  de  Fridhic,  vL  120-122. 
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playing  his  sharpest,  in  the  Court  of  Petersburg  again : 
what  tricks  (about  Poland  and  otherwise),  let  us  not 
report,  for  it  is  now  interesting  to  nobody.  Of  the 
Czarowitch  Visit  itself,  I  will  remark  only, — ^what  seems 
to  be  its  one  chance  of  dating  itself  in  any  of  our 
memories, — ^that  it  fell  out  shortly  after  the  Sherlock 
dinner  with  Voltaire  (in  1776,  April  27th  the  one  event, 
July  21st  the  other) ; — ^and  that  here  is,  by  pure  acci- 
dent, the  exuberant  erratic  Sherlock,  once  more,  and 
once  only,  emerging  on  us  for  a  few  inoments ! — 

Exuberant  Sherlock  and  Eleven  other  English  are 

presented  to  Friedrichy  on  a   Court  Occasion 

(8th  October  1777) ;   and  Two  of  them  get 

spoken  to,  and  speak  each  a  Word.    Excellency 

Hugh  Elliot  is  their  Introducer. 

Harris,  afterwards  Earl  of  Malmesbury,  succeeded 
Mitchell  at  Berlin :  "  Polish  troubles"  (heartily  indiffer- 
ent to  England),  "  Dantzic  squabbles"  (miraculously  im- 
portant there), — nothing  worth  the  least  mention  now. 
Excellency  Harris  quitted  Berlin  in  Autumn  1776 ;  gave 
place  to  an  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot  (one  of  the  Minto 
Elliots,  Brother  of  the  first  Earl  of  Minto,  and  himself 
considerably  noted  in  the  world),  of  whom  we  Lave  a 
few  words  to  say. 

Elliot  has  been  here  since  April  1777;  stays  some 
five  years  in  this  post; — ^with  not  much  Diplomatic  em- 
ployment, I  should  think,  but  with  a  style  of  general 
bearing  and  social  physiognomy,  which,  with  some  pro- 
cedures partly  incidental  as  well,  are  still  remembered  in 
Berlin.  Something  of  spying,  too,  doubtless  there  was; 
bribing  of  menials,  opening  of  Letters:  I  believe  a  great 
deal  of  that  went  on;  impossible  to  prevent  under  the 
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carefullest  of  Kings.  ®^  Hitherto,  with  one  exception  to 
be  mentioned  presently,  his  main  business  seems  to  have 
been  that  of  introducing,  on  different  Court-Days,  a 
great  number  of  Travelling  English,  who  want  to  see 
the  King,  and  whom  the  King  little  wants,  but  quietly 
submits  to.  Incoherent  Sherlock,  whom  we  discover  to 
have  been  of  the  number,  has,  in  his  tawdry  disjointed 
Book,  this  Passage : 

*  The  last  time  of  my  seeing  him'  (this  Hero-King  of  my 
heart)  *  was  at  Berlin'  (not  a  hint  of  the  time  when).   *  He  came 

*  thither  to  receive  the  adieus  of  the  Baron  de  Swieten,  Minister 
^  from  their  Imperial  Majesties'  (thank  you ;  that  means,  8th 
October  1777*^),  *and  to  give  audience  to  the  new  Minister,  the 
^  Count  Cobenzl.    The  Foreign  Ministers,  the  persons  who  were 

*  to  be  presented'  (we,  for  instance),  *  and  the  Militaiy,  were  all 
^  that  were  at  Court.  We  were  ten  EngUsh'  (thirteen  by  tale)  : 
'  the  King  spoke  to  the  first  and  the  last ;  not  on  account  of  their 
^  situation,  but  because  their  names  struck  him.    The  first  was 

*  Major  Dahymple.  To  him  the  King  said:  "You  have  been 
"  presented  to  me  before?"  "I  ask  your  Majesty^s  pardon;  it 
"  was  my  Uncle"  (Lord  Dahymple,  of  whom  presently).  Mr. 
^  Pitt'  (unknown  to  me  which  Pitt,  subsequent  Lord  Camelford 
or  another)  *  was  the  last.  The  King :  "  Are  you  a  relation  of 
"Lord  Chatham's?"  "Yes,  Sire."— "He  is  a  man  whom  I 
"  highly  esteem"  (read  "  esteemed"). 

^  He  then  went  to  the  Foreign  Ministers ;  and  talked  more  to 
'  Prince  Dolgorucki,  the  Russian  Ambassador,  than  to  any  other. 
^  Li  the  midst  of  his  conversation  with  this  Prince,  he  tamed 

M  An  ingenious  young  Friend  of  mine,  connected  with  LegatioiiaEy 
Business,  found  lately,  at  the  Hague,  a  consccutiye  Series,  complete  for 
four  or  five  years  (I  think,  from  1780  onwards),  of  Friedrich's  Letters  to 
his  Minister  in  London, — Copies  punctually  filched  as  they  went  through 
the  Post-office  there : — specimens  of  which  I  saw ;  and  the  whole  of  which 
I  might  have  seen,  had  it  been  worth  the  effort  necessary.  But  Friedrich's 
London  Minister,  in  this  case,  was  a  person  of  no  significance  or  intimacy ; 
and  the  King's  Letters,  though  strangely  exact,  clear,  and  even  elucidative 
on  English  Court-Politics  and  vicissitudes,  seemed  to  be  nearly  barren  as 
to  PtusBian.  «  Rodenbeck,  liL  172. 
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<  abruptl^  to  Mr.  Elliot,  the  English  Minister,  and  asked :  ^^  What 
"  is  the  Duchess  of  Kingston's  family  name?"  This  transition 
^  was  less  Pindaric  than  it  appears ;  he  had  just  been  speaking 
*  of  the  Court  of  Petersburg,  and  that  Lady  was  then  there.'®* 
Whereupon  Sherlock  hops  his  ways  again ;  leaving  us  consider- 
ably uncertain.  But,  by  a  curious  accident,  here,  at  first  hand, 
is  confirmation  of  the  flighty  creature ; — a  Letter  from  Excel- 
lency Elliot  himself  having  come  our  way : 

To  William  Edeuy  Esquire  (of  the  Foreign-Office,  London ; 
Elliot's  Brother-in-law ;  afterwards  Lord  Auckhnd). 

"  Berlin,  12th  October  1777. 

"  My  dear  Eden, — ^If  you  are  waiting  upon  the  pinnacle  of 
"  all  impatience  to  give  me  news  from  the  Howes"  (unknown  to 
us,  of  no  interest  to  us),  "  I  am  waiting  with  no  less  impatience 
"  to  receive  it,  and  think  every  other  subject  too  little  interest- 
"  ing  to  be  mentioned.  I  must,  however,  tell  you,  the  King  has 
"  been  here  f^  to  the  astonishment  of  all  croakers,  hearty  and  in 
"  high  spirits.  He  was  very  civil  to  all  of  us.  I  was  attended 
"  by  one  dozen  English,  which  nearly  completes  my  half -hundred 
"  this  season.  Pitt  made  one  of  the  twelve,  and  was  particularly 
"  distinguished.  King  :  ^  Monsieur  eslril  parent  de  Myhrd  Chair 
*^  ham  f  Pitt  :  *  Ouij  SireJ  EiNG :  ^  C^est  un  homme  que  fai 
"  beaucoup  estim^.^ 

"  You  have  no  idea  of  the  joy  the  people  expressed  to  see 
"  the  King  on  Horseback, — all  the  Grub-street  nonsense  of  *  a 
"  Country  groaning  under  the  weight  of  its  burdens,'  of  ^  a  Na- 
"  tion  governed  with  a  rod  of  iron,'  vanished  before  the  sincere 
^^  acclamations  of  all  ranks,  who  joined  in  testifying  their  enthu- 
"  siasm  for  their  great  Monarch.  I  long  for  Harris  and  Com- 
"  pany"  (Excellency  Harris ;  making  for  Bussia,  I  believe) ; 
**  they  are  to  pig  together  in  my  house ;  so  that  I  flatter  myself 
"  with  having  a  near  view,  if  not  a  taste,  of  connubial  joys.  My 
"  love  to  E  and  e"  (your  big  J5?leanor  and  your  little^  a  baby  in 

«  Sherlock,  ii.  27. 

*  ^  Came  to  BerHn,  8th  October/  on  the  Yan-Swieten  errand ;  '  saw 
Princeas  Amelia  twice;  and  on  the  9th,  retmned  to  Potsdam*  (Boden- 
beck,  iii.  172). 
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arms,  who  are  my  Sister  and  Niece; — ^pretty,  this!).  "Your 
^  most  affectionate^  H.  £." 

^  PJ5.  I  quite  forgot  to  tell  you,  I  sent  out  a  servant  some 
^  time  ago  to  England  to  bring  a  couple  of  Horses.  He  will 
"  deliver  some  Packets  to  you ;  which  I  beg  you  will  send,  with 
^'  Lord  Marischal's  compliments,  to  their  respective  Addresses. 
^  There  is  also  a  china  cup  for  Mr.  Macnamara,  Lawyer,  in  the 
"  Temple  or  Lincoln's  Lin,  from  the  same  person"  (lively  old 
gentleman,  age  91  gone ;  did  die  next  year).  "  What  does 
"  Eleanor  mean  about  my  Congratulatory  Letter  to  Lord  Suf- 
"  folk"  (our  Foreign  Secretary,  on  his  marriage  lately) ?  "I 
"  wished  his  Lordship,  most  sincerely,  every  happiness  in  his 
^  new  state,  as  soon  as  I  knew  of  it.  I  beg,  however,  Eleanor 
'^  will  do  the  like ; — and  although  it  is  not  my  system  to  *  oon- 
^^  gratulate'  anybody  upon  marriage,  yet  I  never  fail  to  wish 
^^  them  what,  I  think,  it  is  always  two  to  one  they  do  not 
''  obtain."7« 

As  to  the  Dalrymple  of  Sherlock^  read  this  {Friedrich 
to  lyAlemhert^  two  years  before^*) :  *  *  "A  Mylord 
"  of  wonderful  name"  (Lord  Dalrymple,  if  I  could  re- 
member it),  "  of  amiable  genius  {au  nam  baroque^  a 
"  Vesprit  aimable\  gave  me  a  Letter  on  your  part. 
"  'Ah,  how  goes  the  Prince  of  Philosophers,  then? 
"  Is  he  gay;  is  he  busy;  did  you  see  him  often?  To 
"  which  the  Mylord:  *I?  No;  I  am  straight  firom  Lon- 
"don!'" — ^^  Quoi  done — ?"  In  short,  knowing  my 
Anaxagoras,  this  Mylord  preferred  to  be  introduced 
by  him;  and  was  right:  "One  of  the  amiablest  Eng- 
"  lishmen  I  have  seen; — ^I  except  only  the  name,  which 
"  I  shall  never  remember"  (but  do,  on  this  new  occa- 
sion) :  "  Why  doesn't  he  get  himself  unchristened  of  it, 
"  and  take  that  of  Stair,  which  equally  belongs  to  him?" 
(Earl  of  Stair  by  and  by;  Nephew,  or  Grand- Nephew, 

^  Eden-HouBe  Corretpondence  (part  of  which,  not  this,  has  been  pub- 
lished, in  late  yean). 

"  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  xxv.  21 :  6th  August  1775. 
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of  the  great  Earl  of  Stair,  once  so  well  known  to  some 
of  us.  Becomes  English  Minister  here  in  1785,  if  we 
much  cared.) 

That  word  of  reminiscence  about  Pitt  is  worth  more 
attention.  Not  spoken  lightly,  but  with  meaning  and 
sincerity;  something  almost  pathetic  in  it,  after  the  six- 
teen-years  separation :  "  A  man  whom  I  much  esteemed," 
— and  had  good  reason  to  do  so!  Pitt's  subsequent  sad 
and  bright  fortunes,  firom  the  end  of  the  Seven- Years 
War  and  triumphant  summing-up  of  the  Jenkins^ s-Ear 
Question^  are  known  to  readers.  His  Burton-Pynsent 
meed  of  honour  (Estate  of  3,000?.  a-year  bequeathed  him 
by  an  aged  Patriot,  "  Let  this  bit  of  England  go  a  noble 
road!");  his  lofty  silences,  in  the  World  Political;  his 
vehement  attempts  in  it,  when  again  asked  to  attempt, 
all  futile, — ^with  great  pain  to  him,  and  great  disdain 
from  him: — ^his  passionate  impatiences  on  minor  mat- 
ters, *  labourers'  (ornamenting  Burton-Pynsent  Park,  in 
Somersetshire)  *  planting  trees  by  torchlight;'  'kitchen 

*  people'  (at  Hayes  in  North  Kent,  House  still  to  be  seen) 
'  roasting  a  series  of  chickens,  chicken  after  chicken,  all 

*  day,  that  at  any  hour,  within  ten  minutes,  my  Lord 

*  may  dine !' — ^these  things  dweU  in  the  memory  of  every 
worthy  reader.  Here,  saved  from  my  poor  friend  Smel- 
fiingus  (nobody  knows  how  much  of  him  I  suppress), 
is  a  brief  jotting,  in  the  form  of  rough  memoranda^  if  it 
be  permissible : 

^Pitt  four  years  King;  lost  in  quicksands,  after  that;  off  to 
^  Bath,  from  goat,  from  semi-insanity;  ^  India  should  pay,  but 
^  how  ?"  Lort  in  Gfeneral-Warranta,  in  Wilkes  Controversies, 
'  American  Bevolts^ — generallj,  in  shallow  quicksands ; — dies 
^  at  Ins  post,  bat  his  post  had  become  a  delirious  one. 

*  A  deKcate,  proud,  noble  man ;  pare  as  refined  gold.   Some- 

*  tiling  sensitive,  almost  feminine  in  him ;  yet  with  an  edge,  a 
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^  fire,  a  steadiness ;  liker  Friedrich,  in  some  fine  principal  points, 
'  than  any  of  his  Contemporaries.     The  one  King  England  has 

*  had,  this  King  of  Four  Years,  since  the  Constitutional  system 

*  set  in.  Oliver  Cromwell,  yes  indeed, — ^but  he  died,  and  there 
^  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  hang  his  body  on  the  gallows.   Dutch 

*  William,  too,  might  have  been  considerable, — ^but  he  was  Dutch, 

*  and  to  us  proved  to  be  nothing.   Then  again,  so  long  as  Sarah 

*  Jennings  held  the  Queen's  Majesty  in  bondage,  some  gleams  of 
^  Kinghood  for  us  under  Marlborough : — after  whom  Noodleism 
^  and  Somnambulism,  zero  on  the  back  of  zero,  and  all  our  Affairs, 
^  temporal,  spiritual  and  eternal,  jumbling  at  random,  which  we 

*  call  the  Career  of  Freedom,  till  Pitt  stretched  out  his  hand 

*  upon  them.  For  four  years ;  never  again,  he ;  never  again  one 

*  resembling  him, — ^nor  indeed  can  ever  be. 

*  Never,  I  should  think.    Ktts  are  not  bom  often ;  this  Pitt's 

*  ideas  could  occur  in  the  History  of  Mankind  once  only.  Stranger 

*  theory  of  society,  completely  believed  in  by  a  clear,  sharp  and 
^  altogether  human  head,  incapable  of  falsity,  was  seldom  heard 

*  of  in  the  world.  For  King :  open  your  mouth,  let  the  first 
^  gentleman  that  falls  into  it  (a  mass  of  Hanover  stolidity,  stu- 

*  pidity,  foreign  to  you,  heedless  of  you)  be  King :  Supreme 
*'  [Majesty  he,  with  hypothetical  decorations,  dignities,  solemn 

*  appliances,  high  as  the  stars  (the  whole,  except  the  money,  a 

*  mendacity,  and  sin  against  Heaven) :  him  you  declare  Sent- 
^  of-God,  Supreme  Captain  of  your  England ;  and  having  done 

*  so, — ^tie  him  up  (according  to  Pitt)  witfi  Constitutional  straps, 
^  so  that  he  cannot  stir  hand  or  foot,  for  fear  of  accidents :  in 

*  which  state  he  is  fully  cooked ;  throw  me  at  his  Majesty's  feet, 

*  and  let  me  bless  Heaven  for  such  a  Pillar  of  Cloud  by  day. 

'  Pitt,  closely  as  I  could  scrutinise,  seems  never  to  have 
^  doubted  in  his  ](^oble  heart  but  he  had  some  reverence  for 
'  George  H.    "Reverenced  his  Office,"  says  a  simple  reader? 

*  Alas  no,  my  friend,  man  does  not  "  reverence  Office,"  but  only 
'  sham-reverences  it.  I  defy  him  to  reverence  anything  but  a 
^  Man  filling  an  Office  (with  or  without  salary)  nobly.  Filling  a 
^  noble  office  ignobly ;  doing  a  celestial  task  in  a  quietly  infernal 
^  manner?  It  were  kinder  periiaps  to  run  your  sword  through 
^  him  (or  through  yourself)  than  to  take  to  revering  him !     If 
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*  inconvenient  to  slay  him  or  to  slay  yourself  (as  is  oftenest 

*  likely), — ^keep  well  to  windward  of  him ;  be  not,  without  ne- 
^  cessity,  partaker  of  his  adventures  in  this  extremely  earnest 
^Universe!'     *     * 

*  No ;  Nature  does  not  produce  many  Pitts : — ^nor  will  any 

*  Pitt  ever  again  apply  in  ParUament  for  a  career.  "  Your 
"  voices,  your  most  sweet  voices ;  ye  melodious  torrents  of  Gada- 
"  renes  Swine,  galloping  rapidly  down  steep  places, — ^I,  for  one, 
"  know  whither !" '    *    *— Enough. 

About  four  months  before  this  time,  Elliot  had  done 
a  feat,  not  in  the  Diplomatic  line  at  all,  or  by  his  own 
choice  at  all,  which  had  considerably  astonished  the 
Diplomatic  world  at  Berlin,  and  was  doubtless  well  in 
the  King's  thoughts  during  this  introduction  of  the 
Dozen.  The  American  War  is  raging  and  blundering 
along, — ^a  delectable  Lord  George  Sackville  {alias  Ger- 
maine)  managing  as  War-Minister,  others  equally  skilful 
presiding  at  the  Parliamentary  helm ;  all  becoming  worse 
and  worse  off,  as  the  matter  proceeds.  The  revolted 
Colonies  have  their  Franklins,  Lees,  busy  in  European 
Courts :  "  Help  us  in  our  noble  struggle,  ye  European 
Courts;  now  is  your  chance  on  tyrannous  England!" 
To  which  France  at  least  does  appear  to  be  lending  ear. 
Lee,  turned  out  from  Vienna,  is  at  work  in  Berlin,  this 
while  past;  making  what  progress  is  uncertain  to  some 
people. 

I  know  not  whether  it  was  by  my  Lord  Suffolk's 
instigation,  or  what  had  put  the  Britannic  Cabinet  on 
such  an  idea, — perhaps  the  stolen  Letters  of  Friedrich, 
which  show  so  exact  a  knowledge  of  the  current  of 
events  in  America  as  well  as  England  ("knows  every 
step  of  it,  as  if  he  were  there  himself,  the  Arch-Enemy 
of  honest  neighbours  in  a  time  of  stress !") — ^but  it  does 
appear  they  had  got  it  into  their  sagacious  heads  that 
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the  bad  neighbour  at  Berlin  waa,  in  eflFect,  the  Arch- 
Enemy,  prolwibly  mainspring  of  the  whole  matter;  and 
that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  interesting  to  see 
clearly  what  Lee  and  he  had  on  hand.  Order  thereupon 
to  Elliot :  "  Do  it,  at  any  price ;"  and  finally,  as  mere 
price  will  not  answer,  "Do  it  by  any  method, — steal 
Lee's  Despatch-Box  for  us !" 

Perhaps  few  Excellenciea  living  had  less  appetite  for 
such  a  job  than  Elliot;  but  his  Orders  were  peremptory, 
"  Lee  is  a  rebel,  quasi-outlaw;  and  you  must!"  Elliot 
thereupon  took  accurate  survey  of  tiie  matter;  and  ra- 
pidly enough,  and  with  perfect  skill,  though  still  a  novice 
in  Berlin  affairs,  managed  to  do  it.  Privily  hired,  or 
made  his  servant  hire,  the  chief  Housebreaker  or  Pick- 
pocket in  the  City:  "Lee  lodges  in  such  and  such  a 
Hostelry;  bring  us  his  Red-Box  for  a  thirty  hours;  it 
shall  be  well  worth  your  while !"  And  in  brief  iqpace 
the  Red-Box  arrives,  accordingly;  a  score  or  two  of 
ready-writers  waiting  for  it,  who  copy  all  day,  all  night, 
at  the  top  of  their  speed,  till  they  have  enough :  which 
done,  the  Lee  Red-Box  is  left  on  the  stairs  of  the  Lee 
Tavern ;  Box  locked  again^  and  complete ;  only  the 
Friedrich-Lee  Secrets  completely  pumped  out  of  it,  and 
now  rushing  day  and  night  towards  England,  to  iUumi- 
nate  the  Supreme  Council-Board  there. 

This  astonishing  mass  of  papers  is  still  extant  in 
England;^* — ^the  outside  of  them  I  have  seen,  by  no 
means  the  inside,  had  I  wished  it; — ^but  am  able  to  say 
from  other  sources,  which  are  open  to  all  the  worid,  that 
seldom  had  a  Supreme  Council-Board  procured  for  it- 
self, by  improper  or  proper  ways,  a  Discovery  of  less 

^  In  the  Eden-HouBe  Archives;  where  a  natural  delicacy  (nnaifare 
that  the  qnestionable  Legationary  Fact  stands  in  print  for  so  many  years 
past)  is  pix^erly  vnttm  to  any  pcomiilisaikion  of  them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Crap.  Y.]  a  CHAPT££  OF  MISCELLANIES.  659 

April-Oet  1777, 

value !  Discovery  that  Lee  has  indeed  been  urgent  at 
Berlin;  and  has  raised  in  Friedjich  the  question^  "  Have 
you  got  to  such  a  condition  that  I  can,  with  safety  and 
advantage,  make  a  Treaty  oi  Commerce  with  you?" — 
That  his  Minister  Schulenburg  has,  by  Order,  been  in- 
vestigating Lee  on  that  head;  and  has  reported,  "No, 
your  Majesty,  Lee  and  People  are  not  in  such  a  con- 
dition;" that  his  Majesty  has  replied,  "Well,  let  him 
wait  till  they  are ;"  and  that  Lee  is  waiting  accordingly. 
Li  general,  That  his  Majesty  is  not  less  concerned  in 
guidance  or  encouragement  of  the  American  War  than 
he  is  in  ditto  of  the  Atlantic  Tides  or  ci  the  East- Wind 
(though  he  does  keep  barometers  and  meteorological 
apparatus  by  him) ;  and  that  we  of  the  Councfl-Board 
are  a — ^what  shall  I  say !  Not  since  the  case  of  poor 
Dr.  Cameron,  in  1753,  when  Friedrich  was  to  have 
joined  the  Highlanders  with  15,000  chosen  Prussians  for 
Jacobite  purposes, — and  the  Cham  of  Tartary  to  have 
taken  part  in  the  Bangorian  Controversy, — ^was  there  a 
more  perfect  platitude,  or  a  deeper  depth  of  ignorance 
as  to  adjacent  objects  on  the  part  of  Governing  Men. 
For  shame,  my  friends ! — 

This  surprising  bit  of  Burglary,  so  fisir  as  I  can 
gather  from  the  Prussian  Books,  must  have  been  done 
on  Wednesday  J  June  25tA,  1777 ;  Box  (with  essence 
pumped  out)  restored  to  staircase,  night  of  Thursday, — 
Police  already  busy,  Governor  Kamin  and  Justice-Pre- 
sident PhUippi  already  apprised,  and  suspicion  falling  on 
the  English  Minister, — ^whose  Servant  ("Arrest  him  we 
cannot  without  a  King's  Warrant,  only  procurable  at 
Potsdam!")  vanishes  bodily.  Friday  27th,  Ramin  and 
PhUippi  make  report ;  King  answers,  "  greatly  asto- 
nished:" a  ^^garsfige  Sache  (ugly  Business),  which  will 
do  the  English  no  honour:"  "Servant  fled,  say  you? 
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Trace  it  to  the  bottom;  swift!"  Excellency  Elliot,  see- 
ing how  matters  lay,  owned  honestly  to  the  Official 
People,  That  it  was  his  Servant  (Servant  safe  gone, 
Chief  Pickpocket  not  mentioned  at  all) ;  Sunday  evening 
29/A,  King  orders  thereupon,  "Let  the  matter  drop." 
These  Official  Pieces,  signed  by  the  King,  by  Hertzberg, 
Ramin  and  others,  we  do  not  give :  here  is  Friedrich's 
own  notice  of  it  to  his  Brother  Henri : 

"  Potsdam,  29^A  June  1777.  ♦  ♦  There  has  just 
"  occurred  a  strange  thing  at  Berlin.  Three  days  ago, 
"  in  absence  of  the  Sieur  Lee,  Envoy  of  the  American 
"  Colonies,  the  Envoy  of  England  went"  (sent!)  "  to  the 
"  Inn  where  Lee  lodged,  and  carried  off  his  Portfolio ; 
"  it  seems  he  was  in  fear,  however,  and  threw  it  down, 
"  without  opening  it,  on  the  stairs"  (alas,  no,  your  Ma- 
jesty, not  till  after  pumping  the  essence  out).  "All 
"  Berlin  is  talking  of  it.  If  one  were  to  act  with  rigour, 
"  it  W9uld  be  necessary  to  forbid  this  man  the  Court, 
"  since  he  has  committed  a  public  theft :  but,  not  to 
"  make  a  noise,  I  suppress  the  thing.  Shan't  fail,  how- 
"  ever,  to  write  to  England  about  it,  and  indicate  that 
"  there  was  another  way  of  dealing  with  such  a  matter, 
"  for  they  are  impertinent"  (say,  ignorant,  blind  as 
moles,  your  Majesty;  that  is  the  charitable  reading!).^* 

This  was  not  Excellency  Elliot's  Burglary,  as  read- 
ers see, — among  all  the  Excellencies  going,  I  know  not 
that  there  is  one  with  less  natural  appetite  for  such  a 
job ;  but  sometimes  what  can  a  necessitous  Excellency 
do?  Elliot  is  still  remembered  in  Berlin  society,  not  for 
this  only,  but  for  emphatic  things  of  a  better  com- 
plexion which  he  did;    a  man  more  justly  estimated 

"  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xxvi.  394.  In  Preuss,  v.  (he  calls  it  *iv.'  or 
*  Urkundenbuch  to  vol.  iv./  but  it  is  reaUy  and  practicallj  voL  v.)  278,  279, 
are  the  various  Official  Beports. 
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there,  than  generally  here  in  our  time.  Here  his  chief 
fame  rests  on  a  witty  Anecdote,  evidently  apocryphal, 
and  manufactured  in  the  London  Clubs :  "  Who  is  this 
"  Hyder-Ali,"  said  the  old  King  to  him,  one  day  (ac- 
cording to  the  London  Clubs).  "  Hm,"  answered  Elliot, 
with  exquisite  promptitude,  politeness  and  solidity  of 
information,  "  Oeat  un  vieux  voleur  qui  commence  radoter 
"  (An  old  robber,  now  falling  into  his  dotage)," — ^let 
his  dotard  Majesty  take  that. 

Alas,  my  friends ! — Ignorance  by  herself  is  an  awk- 
ward lumpish  wench;  not  yet  fallen  into  vicious  courses, 
nor  to  be  uncharitably  treated :  but  Ignorance  and  In- 
solence,— these  are,  for  certain,  an  unlovely  Mother  and 
Bastard!  Yes; — and  they  may  depend  upon  it,  the 
grim  Parish-beadles  of  this  Universe  are  out  on  the 
track  of  them,  and  oakum  and  the  correction-house 
are  infallible  sooner  or  later !  The  clever  Elliot,  who 
knew  a  hawk  from  a  hemshaw,  never  floundered  into 
that  platitude.  This,  however,  is  a  joke  of  his,  better 
or  worse  (I  think,  on  his  quitting  Berlin  in  1782,  with- 
out visible  resource  or  outlook) :  "  I  am  far  from  hav- 
"  ing  a  Sans-Souci,"  -writes  he  to  the  Edens;  "and  I 

"  think  I  am  coming  to  be  sans  six-soics.^^ Here 

still  are  two  small  Fractions,  which  I  must  insert;  and 
then  rigorously  close.  Kaiser  Joseph,  in  these  months, 
is- travelling  through  France  to  instruct  his  Imperial 
mind.  The  following  is  five  weeks  anterior  to  that  of 
Lee's  Red-Box : 

1.  A  Bit  of  Dialogue  at  Paris  (Saturday,  17th  May  1777). 
After  solemn  Session  of  the  Acadhaie  Frangaisey  held  in  honour  of 
an  illustrious  Comte  de  FaUcenstein  (privately,  Biiser  Joseph  IL), 
who  has  come  to  look  at  France,^* — Comte  de  Falkenstein  was 

7«  Minute  and  rather  enteHaining  Account  of  his  procedures  there, 
and  espedally  of  his  two  Yisits  to  the  Academy  (first  was  May  lOtib),  in 
Mayer,  Eeisen  Josephs  IL  (Leipzig,  1778),  pp.  112-132, 147  et  seq. 
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gracioiuly  pleased  to  step  up  to  D'Alemberty  who  is  Peipetaal 
Secretaiy  here ;  aad  this  little  Dialogae  ensued : 

FaUcenHein.  '^I  hare  heard  you  are  for  Germany  this  sea- 
"son;  some  say  you  intend  to  become  German  altogether?" 
lyAlembert.  ^  I  did  promise  mysdf  the  high  honour  of  a  visit  to 
^  his  Prussian  Majesty,  who  has  deigned  to  invite  me,  with  all 
<<  the  kindness  possible :  but^  alas  for  such  hopes  I  the  bad  state 
^  of  my  health — ^  Falkmstein.  ^It  seems  to  me  you  have  air 
"ready  been  to  see  theKing  of  Prussia?"  D^AlemberL  ^Tm> 
« times;  once  in  1756"  (1755,  17th-19th  June,  if  you  wiU  be 
exact),  "at  Wesel,  when  I  remained  only  a  few  days ;  and  again 
"  in  1763,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  pass  three  or  four  months 
"  with  him.  Since  that  time  I  have  always  longed  to  have  the 
"  honour  of  seeing  his  Majesty  again ;  but  drcumstanoes  hin- 
"  dered  me.  I^  above  all,  r^retted  not  to  have  been  able  to  pay 
"  my  court  to  him  that  year  he  saw  the  Emperor  at  Neisse, — but 
"  at  this  moment  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  widied  on  that  headT 
(Don't  bow:  the  Grentleman  is  Ificognko).  FalkenrieiTu  "It 

"  was  verj  natural  that  the  Emperor,  you^  and  desiring  to  in- 
"  struct  himself,  should  wish  to  see  such  a  Prince  as  the  King  of 
"  Prussia ;  so  great  a  Captain,  a  Monarch  of  such  reputation, 
"  and  who  has  played  so  great  a  part.  It  was  a  Scholar  going 
"  to  see  his  Master"  (these  are  his  very  words,  your  Majesty). 
D*Alembert.  "  I  wish  M.  le  Comte  de  Falk^istein  could  see  the 
"  Letters  which  the  King  of  Prussia  did  me  the  hcmour  to  write 
"  after  that  Interview :  it  would  then  appear  how  this  Prince 
"  judged  of  the  Emperor,  as  all  the  world  has  since  done.*^' 

Eing  to  D^Alembert  (three  months  after.  Kaiser  is  home; 
passed  Femey,  early  in  August ;  and  did  not  call  on  Voltaire^ 
as  is  well  known).  *  *  "I  hear  the  Comte  de  Falken- 
"  stein  has  been  seeing  harbours,  arsenals,  ships,  manufactures, 
"  and  hasn't  seen  Voltaire.  Had  I  been  in  the  Ehnperor's 
"  place,  I  would  not  have  passed  Femey  without  a  ^ance  at  the 
"  did  Patriarch,  were  it  only  to  say  that  I  had  seen  and  heard 
"  him.  Arsenals,  ships^  manufactures,  these  you  can  see  any- 
"  where ;  but  it  requires  ages  to  produce  a  Voltaire.  Bjr  the 
"  rumours  I  hear,  it  wiQ  have  been  a  certain  great  Lady  Theresa, 

^  'D'Akmbect  to  Friadric^'  (in  (Ew>rt9  de  Frederic,  zxr.  75),  <23d 
May  1777.'  Had.  zxv.  82 ; '  Idth  Angost  1777.' 
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^  very  Orthodox  and  Iktk  Philosc^liical,  who  forbade  her  Son  to 
^  visit  the  Apostle  of  Tofawnce."  D^Alembert  (laa  answer) : 

^  No  doabt  jo«r  Majeaty'js  gaess  is  right.  It  most  have  been 
*^  the  Lady  Mother.  Nobody  here  beBeyei  th«t  the  advice  came 
^  from  his  Sister^'  (Qaeeii  Marie  Antoinette),  ^  who,  they  say, 
^  is  fall  c^  esteem  for  the  Patriardi,  and  haa  moate  than  once  let 
^  him  know  it  by  third  parties."^® 

According  to  IViedricfa,  Joseph's  reflectioiiB  in  Fca&ce  were 
very  gloomy:  ^This  is  aill  one  Conntiy;  sti«iiuoiisly  bieaded 
into  perfect  onion  and  incorporation  l>y  the  Old  Kings :  my  dis- 
coGrdant  £(»3iish  £eicli  is  «f  many  Ooontries, — and  should  be  of 
one,  if  Sover^gns  were  wise  and  stremioits  I"^^ — 

2.  A  Cahinet'Order  and  actual  (facsimile)  Signature  of  Frieda 
riches, — ^After  unknown  travels  over  the  world,  this  poor  brown 
Bit  of  Paper,  with  a  Signature  of  Friedrich's  to  it,  has  wandered 
hither;  and  I  have  had  it  copied,  worthy  or  not.  A  Royal 
Cabinet-Order  on  the  smallest  of  subjects ;  but  perhaps  all  the 
more  significant  on  that  account ;  and  a  Signature  which  readers 
may  like  to  see. 

Fordan,  or  Fordon,  is  in  the  Bromberg  Department  in  West- 
Preussen, — ^Bromberg  no  longer  a  heap  of  ruins ;  but  a  lively, 
new-built,  paved,  canalledy  and  industrious  trading  Town.  At 
Fordan  is  a  Grain-Magazine:  Bein  ("Leg,"  der  Bein,  as  they 
slightingly  call  him)  is  Proviant-Master  there ;  and  must  consider 
his  ways, — ^the  King's  eye  being  on  him.  Readers  can  now  look 
and  understand : 

"-4n  den  Ober^Proviantmeister  Bein^  zu  Fordan. 

"  Potsdam,  den  9ten  April  1777. 
"  Seiner  Kdniglicker  Majeetdt  "  His    Royal    Majesty     of 

"  vonPreusaenj  Unaer  allergndd-  "  Preussen,  Our  most  all-gra- 
"  igster  Herr^  lassen  dem  Ober-  "  cious  Lord,  lets  herewith, 
"  FHyiykmbmeister  Bein  Uehey  "  to  the  Head  PtoTiant^naster 
"  die  Getraidt'PreieUxbdle  des  ^  Bein,  the  Grain-Prices  Table 
^  Brombergschen  Departments  "  of  the  Bromberg  Department 
^  zufertigen ;  Woraus  deraelbe  ^  be  despatched ;  Wheref  rom 
"  ersiehet  tvie  niedrig  solche  an  '^  Bern  perceives  how  low  in 
^^  einigen  Orthen  gindy  und  doss      ^^  aoxoe  plaoes  these  ars^  and 

«  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xrv.  84.  '^  Ibid.  vi.  125. 
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^*  zu  TnavraclaiD  und  Strezeknow 
"  der  Scheffel  Roggen  um  12 
"  Groachen  kostet :  da  solches 
"  nun  hier  so  wohlfeil  ist^  so 
"  muss  ja  der  Preis  in  Pohlen 
"  noch  wohl  geringer^  wnd  ist 
"  daher  nicht  abzusehen  warum 
"  die  Pohlen  auf  so  hohe  Preise 
"  besiehen;  der  Bein  muss  sick 
"  daher  nun  reclde  Muhe  geben, 
"  und  den  Einkauf  so  'wohlfeil 
"  als  nur  immer  Tn^^lich  zu 
"  machen  snchen." 


April— Oct.  1777. 
"  that  at  Inovraclaw  and  Stre- 
"  zeltnow  the  Bushel  of  Rye 
"  costs  about  14  Pence :  no-w, 
^^  as  it  is  so  cheap  there,  the 
"  price  in  Poland  must  be  still 
^^  Smaller ;  and  therefore  it  is 
"  not  to  be  conceived  why  the 
"Poles  demand  such  high 
"  prices,"  as  the  said  Bein  re- 
ports :  "  Bein  therefore  is  char- 
"  ged  to  take  especial  pains,  and 
"  try  not  to  make  the  purchase 
"  dearer  than  is  indispensable." 


.^y^J^^^*^^^^/^^"^  • 


o  Original  kindly  furnished  me  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Doeg,  Barlow  Moor, 
Manchester;  whose  it  now  is, — ^purchased  in  London,  A.D.  1863.  The 
Frh  of  German  cursiv-schrift  (current  hand),  which  the  woodcutter  has 
appended,  shut  off  by  a  square,  will  show  English  readers  what  the  King 
means :  an  ^^Frh*^  done  as  by  a  flourish  of  one*8  stick,  in  the  most  com- 
pendious and  really  ingenious  manner, — suitable  for  an  economic  King, 
who  has  to  repeat  it  scores  of  times  every  day  of  his  life ! 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  BAVARIAN  WAR. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  1778,  the  chronic  quarrel 
with  Austria  passed,  by  an  accident  just  fallen  out,  into 
the  acute  state;  rose  gradually,  and,  in  spite  of  nego- 
tiating, issued  in  a  thing  called  Bavarian-Succession 
AVar,  which  did  not  end  tUl  Spring  of  the  following 
year.  The  accident  was  this.  At  Miinchen,  Decem- 
ber 30th,  1777,  Max  Joseph  Kurfiirst  of  Baiem,  only 
Brother  of  our  lively  friend  the  Electress-Dowager  of 
Saxony,  died;  suddenly,  of  small-pox  unskilfully  treated. 
He  was  in  his  fifty-second  year;  childless,  the  last  of  that 
Bavarian  branch.  His  Heir  is  Karl  Theodor,  Kur-Pfalz 
(Elector  Palatine),  who  is  now  to  unite  the  Two  Elec- 
torates,— unless  Austria  can  bargain  with  him  other- 
wise. Austria's  desire  to  get  hold  of  Baiem  is  of  very 
old  standing ;  and  we  have  heardr  lately  how  much  it 
was  an  object  with  Kaunitz  and  his  young  Kaiser.  With 
Karl  Theodor  they  did  bargain, — in  fact,  had  before- 
hand as  good  as  bargained, — and  were  greatly  aston- 
ished, when  King  Friedrich,  alone  of  all  Teutschland  or 
the  world,  mildly,  but  peremptorily,  interfered,  and  said 
No, — ^with  effect,  as  is  well  known. 

Something,  not  much,  must  be  said  of  this  Bavarian 
Succession  War ;  which  occupied,  at  a  pitch  of  tension 
and  anxiety  foreign  to  him  for  a  long  time,  fifteen 
months  of  Friedrich's  old  age  (January  1778 — March 
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1779)  ;  and  filled  all  Europe  round  him  and  it,  in  an 

extraordinary  manner.    Something ;  by  no  means  much^ 

now  that  we  have  seen  the  issue  of  such  mountains  aU 

in  travail.     Nobody  could  then  say  but  it  bade  fair  to 

become  a  Fourth  Austrian-Prussian  War,  as  sanguinary 

as  the  Seven- Years  had  been ;  for  in  effect  there  stood 

once  more  the  Two  Nations  ranked  against  each  other, 

as  if  for  mortal  duel,  near  half  a  million  men  in  whole ; 

parleying  indeed,   but  brandishing  their  swords,   and 

ever  and  anon  giving  mutual  clash  of  fence,  as  if  tie 

woric  had  begun,  though  there  always  intervened  new 

parleying  first. 

Ajod  BOW  everybody  sees  that  the  work  never  did 
bc^ ;  that  parleying,  enfijrced  hy  brandishing,  turned 
out  to  be  all  the  work  there  was :  and  everybody  has 
forgotten  it,  and^  except  for  specific  purposes,  demands 
not  to  be  put  in  mind  of  it,  Moun1»nis  in  laboox  were 
not  so  fi*eq:uent  then  as  now,  wiiea  the  Penny  News- 
paper has  got  charge  of  tkem;^  though  then  as  now  to 
practical  people  they  were  a  nuisance.  M<Mxntains  all  in 
terrific  travaQ-throes,  threateoii^  to  overset  the  sdh^x 
system,  have  always  a  chana,  especially  lor  the  noore 
fix^h  classes :  but  whex  ozfece  the  birl^  haa  taken  place, 
and  the  wretched  mouse  di!icks  past  you,,  oc  even  no- 
thing at  all  can  be  seen  to  duck  past,  who  is  there  but 
impatiently  turns  on  his  heel? 

Those  Territories,  whicb  adjoin  on  its  own  domi- 
nions, would  have  been  extremely  camaiodioaa  to  Aus- 
tria ; — as  Austria  itscif  has  long  known;  and  by  re^ 
peatedly  attempting  them  on  any  chaisce  given  (as  m 
1741-45,  to  go  no  ferther  back),  has  shown  bow  weU  it 
kxK>ws«  Indeed,  the  whole  oi  Bavaria  fairly  mcorporated 
and  made  Austrian,  what  an  infinite  ccmvenience  wodd 
it  be ! 
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'  Do  but  look  on  the  Map'  (this  Note  is  not  byBiisching,  but 
by  somebody  of  Austrian  tendencies) :  ^you  would  say,  Austria 
^  without  Bavaria  is  like  a  Human  Figure  with  its  belly  belong- 
^  ing  to  somebody  else.  Bavaria  is  the  trunk  or  belly  of  the 
^  Austrian  Ddminions,  shutting  off  all  the  limbs  of  them  each 
^  from  the  other;  'making  for  central  part  a  huge  chasm. 

*  Ober-Pf ab, — which  used  to  be  Kur-Pfak*s,  which  is  Ba- 
^  varia's  since  we  took  it  from  the  Winter-King  and  bestowed 
^  it  in  that  way, — ^Ober-Pf  alz,  the  Country  of  Amber^  where 
^  Maillebois  once  pleased  to  make  invasion  of  us; — does  not  it 
^  adjoin  on  the  Bohemian  Forest  ?  The  ribs  there,  Bohemian  aD, 
^  up  to  the  shoulder,  are  ours :  but  the  shoulder-blade  and  left 
^  arm,  whose  are  they  I  Austria  Proper  and  Hun^uy,  these  may 
^  be  taken  as  sitting-part  and  lower  Hmbs,  ample  and  fleshy ;  but 
^  see^  just  above  the  pelvis^  on  the  south  side,  how  Bavaria  and 
'  its  Tyrol  sticks  itsehF  in  upon  Austria,  who  fancied  she  also 
'  had  a  Tyrol,  and  far  the  more  important  one.  Onr  Tyrol,  our 
^  Styria,  Gamiola,  Carinthia, — Bavaria  blocks  these  in.  Tbssi 
^  the  Swabian  Austria, — Breisach,  and  those  Upper-Ehine  Coun- 

*  tries,  from  which  we  invade  France, — ^we  cannot  reach  them 
^  except  through  Bavarian  ground.    Swabian  Austria  should  be 

*  our  right  arm,  fingers  of  it  reaching  into  Switzerland;  Ober- 

*  Pf alz  our  left : — and  as  to  the  broad  breast  between  these  two ; 
^feft  arm  and  broad  breast  are  Bavaria's,  not  ours.  Of  the 
^  Netherlands,  which  might  be  caDed  geographicaQy  the  head 
^  of  Austria,  alas,  the  long  neck,  Lorraine,  was  once  ours ;  but 
^  whose  is  itt    Irrecoverable  for  the  present, — ^perhaps  may  not 

*  always  be  so  !\ 

These  are  Elaunitz's  ideas ;  and  the  young  Elaiser  has  eagerly 
adopted  them  as  the  loadstar  of  his  life.  ^^  Make  the  Reich  a 
reality  again,"  thinks  the  Kaiser  (good,  if  only  possible,  think 
we  too) ;  ^'make  Austria  great;  Austria  is  the  Beich,  how  else 
can  the  Beich  be  realt" 

In  practical  politics  these  are  rather  wild  ideas;  but 
they  are  really  Eaunitz's  and  his  Kaiser's;  and  were 
persisted  in  long  after  this  Bavarian  matter  got  its 
check:  and  as  a  whole,  they  got  repeated  checks;  being 
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impossible  all,  and  far  from  the  meaning  of  a  Time  big 
with  French  Revolution,  and  with  quite  other  things 
than  world-greatness  to  Austria,  and  rejuvenescence  on 
such  or  on  any  terms  to  the  poor  old  Holy  Eoman 
Reich,  which  has  been  a  wiggery  so  long.  Kobody 
could  guess  of  what  it  was  that  France  or  the  world 
might  be  with  child :  nobody,  till  the  birth  in  1789,  and 
even  for  a  generation  afterwards.  France  is  weakly  and 
unwieldy,  has  strange  enough  longings  for  chalky,  inky, 
visionary,  foolish  substances,  and  may  be  in  the  family- 
way  for  aught  we  know. 

To  Kaunitz  it  is  pretty  clear  that  France  wiU  not 
stand  in  his  path  in  this  fine  little  Bavarian  business; 
which  is  all  he  cares  for  at  present.  England  in  war 
with  its  Colonies;  Russia  attentive  to  its  Turk;  foreign 
Nations,  what  can  they  do  but  talk ;  remonstrate  more 
or  less,  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  Poland;  and  permit 
the  thing  with  protest?  Only  from  one  Sovereign  Per- 
son, and  from  him  I  should  guess  not  much,  does  Kau- 
nitz eipect  serious  opposition :  from  Friedrich  of  Prus- 
sia; to  whom  no  enlargement  of  Austria  can  be  matter 
of  indifference.  "  But  cannot  w6  perhaps  make  it  worth 
his  while  ?"  thinks  Kaunitz  :  "  Tush,  he  is  old  and 
broken ;  thought  to  be  dying ;  has  an  absolute  horror 
of  war.  He  too  will  sit  quiet ;  or  we  must  make  it 
worth  his  while."  In  this  calculation  Kaunitz  deceived 
himself;  we  are  now  shortly  to  see  how. 

Kaunitz's  Case,  when  he  brings  it  before  the  Reich,  and 
general  Public  of  mankind  and  its  Gazetteers,  will  by  no  means 
prove  to  be  a  strong  one.    His  Law  "  title^^  is  this : 

*  Archduke  Albert  V.  of  Austria,  subsequently  Kaiser  Al- 
'bert  n.,  had  married  Elizabeth,  only  Daughter  of  Kaiser 
^Sigismund  Saper-Granmiaticam :  Albert  is  he  who  got  three 
^  crowns  in  one  year,  Hnngaiy,  Bohemia,  Bomish  Beich ;  Imd 
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"  we  hope  a  fourth,"  say  the  Old  Historians,  "  which  was  a 
"  heavenly  and  eternal  one,"-^Hlied,  in  short  (1439,  age  forty). 

*  From  him  come  the  now  Kaisers. 

^In  1426,  thirteen  years  before  this  event  of  the  Crowns, 

*  Sigismund  Grammaticam  had  infeoffed  him  in  a  thing  still  of 

*  shadowy  nature, — the  Expectancy  of  a  Straubingen  Princedom ; 

*  pleasant  extensive  District,  only  not  yet  fallen,  or  like  falling 

*  vacant :  "  You  shall  inherit,  you  and  yours  (who  are  also  my 

*  own),  so  soon  as  this  present  line  of  Wittelsbachers  die !"  said 

*  Kaiser  Sigismund,  solenmly,  in  two  solemn  sheepskins.     "  Not 

*  a  whit  of  it,"  would  the  Wittelsbachers  have  answered,  had  they 

*  known  of  the  affair.   "  When  we  die  out,  there  is  another  Line  of 

*  Wittelsbachers,  plenty  of  other  lines ;  and  House-treaties  many 

*  and  old,  settling  all  that,  without  help  of  you  and  Albert  of  the 

*  Three  Crowns  I"     And  accordingly  there  had  never  come  the 

*  least  fruit,  or  attempt  at  fruit,  from  these  two  Sigismund  Sheep- 

*  skins ;  which  were  still  Ijring  in  the  Vienna  Archives,  where 

*  they  had  lain  since  the  creation  of  them,  known  to  an  Antiquary 

*  or  two,  but  not  even  by  them  thought  worthy  of  mention  in 

*  this  busy  world.    This  was  literally  all  the  claim  that  Austria 

*  had ;  and  every  bystander  admitted  it  to  be,  in  itself,  not  worth 

*  a  rush.' 

"  In  itself  perhaps  not,"  thought  Kannitz ;  "  but  the 
free  consent  of  Karl  Theodor  the  Heir,  will  not  that  be 
a  Title  in  full?  One  would  hope  so;  in  the  present 
state  of  Europe :  France,  England,  Russia,  every  Nation 
weltering  overhead  in  its  own  troubles  and  affairs,  little 
at  leisure  for  ours !"  And  it  is  vnth  Karl  Theodor,  to 
make  out  a  full  Title  for  himself  there,  that  Kaunitz  has 
been  secretly  busy  this  long  time  back,  especially  in  the 
late  critical  days  of  poor  Kurfiirst  Max. 

Karl  Theodor  of  the  Pfalz,  now  fallen  Heir  to 
Baiem,  is  a  poor  idle  creature,  of  purely  egoistic,  or- 
namental, dilettante  nature ;  sunk  in  theatricals,  bastard 
children,  and  the  like ;  much  praised  by  Voltaire,  who 
sometimes  used  to  visit  him;  and  by  CoUini,  to  whom 
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he  b  a  kind  master.  Karl  Theodor  cares  little  for  the 
integrity  of  Baiem,  much  for  that  of  his  own  skin.  Very- 
long  ago,  in  1742,  in  poor  E^aiser  Karl's  Coronation  time^ 
we  saw  him  wedded,  him  and  another,  to  two  fair  Sister 
Sulzbach  Princesses,^  Granddaughters  of  old  Karl  Philip, 
the  then  Kur-Pfalz,  whom  he  has  inherited.  It  was  the 
last  act  of  that  never-resting  old  Karl  Philip,  of  whom 
we  used  to  hear  so  much:  ^^Karl  Theodor  to  hare 
(me  of  my  inestimable  Granddaughters;  Duke  Clement, 
younger  Brother  of  our  blessed  new  Kaiser,  to  have 
another;  thereby  we  unite  the  kindred  branches  of  the 
Ffalz-Baiem  Families,  and  make  the  assurance  of  the 
Heritages  doubly  sure.^'  said  old  Karl  Philip;  and  died 
happy,  or  the  happiest  he  could. 

Readers  no  doubt  have  forgottai  this  circumstance; 
xyAj  in  their  total  lack  of  interest  in  Karl  Theodor  and 
his  paltry  affairs,  may  as  well  be  reminded  of  it; — and, 
furthermore,  that  these  brilliant  young  Wives,  "  Duchess 
Clement"  especially,  called  on  Wilhelmina  during  the 
Frankfurt  Gaieties,  and  were  a  charm  to  Kaiser  Karl 
Albert,  striving  to  kx^  forward  across  clouds  into  a 
gKttering  future  for  his  House.  Theodor's  Princess 
brought  him  no  children;  she  and  her  Sister  are  both 
still  Hving ;  a  lone  wc»xian  the  latter  (Duke  Clement 
dead  these  seven  years), — a  still  more  kne  the  former, 
with  such  a  Husband  yet  living !  Lone  womai  both, 
well  forward  in  the  fifties;  active  souls,  I  should  goesa, 
at  least  to  judge  by  Duchess  Clement,  who  bang  a 
Dowager,  and  misitress  of  her  movements.,  is  onphatic 
m  denouncing  such  disaster  and  disgrace;  and  pkys  a 
great  part,  at  Munchen,  in  the  agitating  scenes  now 
on  hand.  Comes  out  ^^  like  a  noble  Amaaon,"  say  tiate 
admiring  bystanders,  on  this  occasion;  stirs  whatever 

I  Baipcif  5L  529. 
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&eult}r  sbe  has,  especiiJly  h^r  tongue;  and  goes  on 
urging^  pusliing  and  eontrlTing,  all  she  can,  r^ardkas 
of  risks  m  snck  an  immincincj* 

Karl  Theodor  finds  his  Heritages  indispatable ;  but 
he  has  no  Legitimate  Son  to  kare  them  to;  and  has 
many  megitimate,  whom  Austria  can  provide  for^ — and 
richl J  wilL  His  Heir  is  a  Nephew^^  Earl  August  Chris- 
tian, c^Zweibriick;  whom  perhaps  it  would  not  be  pain- 
fbl  to  him  to  disappoint  a  little  of  his  high  expectations. 
On  the  whole,  Peace;  pl^oitifal  provision,,  titular  and 
odier,  for  his  Blegitunates;  and  a  comfortable  sum  of 
ready-money  over,,  to  enliT^i  tibe  Theatricals^  Diiaseldorf 
Pkture-GaJleries  and  Biktiiante  operations  and  Colkc- 
tkxi9, — ^how  much  wekoaaaer  to  Theodoir  than  a  Baiem 
never  so  religiously  saved  entire  at  the  e:s^pense  of  quar- 
rel, which  camsot  but  be  tedioixs,  troublesome  and  dan- 
gerous !  Honour^  indeed — but  what^  ta  an  old  stager  in 
the  dilettante  line,  is  honour?  Old  stagers  theare  are 
who  will  own  to  you,  like  Balzac's  Englishman  in  a 
case  of  conflagraticai,  when  honour  called  on  all  men  to 
take  their  buckets,  ^Mais  je  n^  at  point  c^honneurr  To 
whom,  unluckily,  you  cannot  answer  as  in  that  case, 
"  Cest  igaly  'Tis  aJI  one ;  do  as  if  you  had  some  !'*  Karl 
Theodor  scandalously  left  Baiem  to  its  fate« 

£arl  Theodor's  Heir,  poor  August  Christian  of  Zwei- 
bruck,  had  of  course  hia  own  gloomy  thoughts  on  this 
parcelling  of  his  Bavarian  reveraon:  but  what  power 
has  he?  None,  he  thinks,  but  ta  take  the  inevitable 
patiently.  ITor  generally  in  the  Princes  of  the  Reich, 
though  one  would  have  thought  them  personally  con- 
cerned, were  it  only  for  danger  of  a  like  mistreatment, 
was  there  any  emotion  publicly  expressed,  or  the  least 
b(^e  of  help. ,  ^^  Perhaps  Prussia  will  quarrel  about  it  ?" 
thank  they:  ^Austria,  Prussa,  in  any  of  their  quarrels 
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we  get  only  crushed;  better  to  keep  out  of  it.  We 
well  out  of  it,  the  more  they  quarrel  and  fight,  the 
better  for  us !"  England,  in  the  shape  of  Hanover,  would 
perhaps  have  made  some  effort  to  interfere,  provided 
France  did :  on  either  side,  I  incline  to  think, — ^that  is  to 
say,  on  the  side  opposite  to  France.  But  poor  England 
is  engaged  with  its  melancholy  American  War;  France 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out  into  Alliance  with  the  In- 
surrection there.  Neither  France  nor  England  did  inter- 
fere. France  is  sinking  into  bankruptcy;  intent  to  have 
a  Navy  before  most  things ;  to  assist  the  Cause  of  Hu- 
man Liberty  over  seas  withal,  and  become  a  sublime 
spectacle,  and  a  ruin  to  England, — ^not  as  in  the  Pitt- 
Choiseul  time,  but  by  that  improved  method.  Russia, 
again  involved  in  Turk  business,  looks  on,  with  now  and 
then  a  big  word  thrown  out  on  the  one  side  and  the 
other. — Miinchen,  in  the  interval,  we  cail  fancy  what  an 
agitated  City !     One  Note  says : 

*  Kurfiirst  Max  Joseph  being  dead  (30th  December  1777), 

*  Privy  Councillor  Johann  Euchar  von  Obennayr,  favourite 
^  and  factotum  Minister  of  the  Deceased,  opened  the  Chatoulle' 
(Princely  Safe,  or  Case  of  Preciosities) ;  *  took  from  it  the  Act, 
'  which  already  lay  prepared,  for  Homaging  and  solemn  Instal- 

*  ment  of  Karl  Theodor  Km:-Pf  alz,  as  Heir  of  Baiem ;  with 
^  immediate  intent  to  execute  the  same.    Euchar  orders  strict 

*  closure  of  the  Town-gates ;  the  Soldiery  to  draw  out,  and  beset 

*  all  streets, — especially  that  street  where  Imperial  Majesty's  Am- 

*  bassador  lives :  "  Eank  close  with  your  backs  to  that  House,** 

*  orders  Euchar ;  "  and  the  instant  anybody  stirs  to  come  out, 
^  sound  your  drums,  and,  at  the  same  instant,  let  the  rearmost 

*  rank  of  you,  without  looking  round"  (for  one  would  not  give 

*  offence,  unless  imperative),  "  smite  the  butts  of  their  muskets  to 

*  the  ground"  (ready  for  firing,  t/*  imperative).  Nobody,  I  think, 
^  stirred  out  from  that  Austrian  Excellency's  House ;  in  any 
'  case,  Obennayr  completed  his  Act  without  the  least  protest 
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*  or  trouble  from  anybody ;  and  Karl  Theodor,  almost  to  liis 

*  terror'  (for  lie  meant  to  sell,  and  satisfy  Austria,  by  no  means 
to  resist  or  figbt,  the  paltry  old  creature,  careful  of  self  and  skin 
only),  ^  saw  himself  solemnly  secured  by  all  forms  of  law  in  all 

*  the  Lands  of  the  Deceased.* 

*  Kaiser  Joseph,  in  a  fume  at  this,  shot  off  an  express  to 

*  Bohemia :  "  Such  and  such  regiments,  ten  or  twelve  of  you, 

*  with  your  artillery  and  tools,  march  instantly  into  Straubingen, 

*  and  occupy  that  Town  and  District."    At  Vienna,  to  the  Karl- 

*  Theodor  Ambassador,  the  Kaunitz  OflScials  were  altogether 

*  loud-voiced,  minatory :  "  What  is  this,  Herr  Excellenz  ?    Bar- 

*  gain  already  made ;  lying  ready  for  mere  signature ;  and  at* 

*  Miinchen  such  doings.     Sign  this  Bargain,  or  there  cross  your 

*  frontier  60,000  Austrian  men,  and  seize  both  Baiem  and  the 

*  Ober-Pf alz ;  bethink  you,  .Herr  1"  The  poor  Herr  bethought 
^  him,  what  could  he  do?  signed  the  Bargain,  Karl  Theodor 
'  sanctioning,  3d  January  1778, — the  fourth  day  after  Ober- 
'  mayi's  Homaging  feat ; — and  completes  the  first  act  of  this  bad 

*  business.  The  Bargain,  on  Theodoras  side,  was  of  the  most 
^  liberal  kind :  All  and  sundry  the  Lands  and  Circles  of  Duke 

*  Johann  of  Straubingen,  Lordship  of  Mindelheim'  (Marlborough's 
old  Place)  *  superadded,  and  I  know  not  what  else ;  Sovereignty 

*  of  the  Fiefs  in  Ober-Pf  alz  to  lapse  to  the  Crown  of  Bohmen  on 

*  my  decease.'  Half  Bavaria,  or  better;  some  reckon  it  as  good 
as  two-thirds. 

The  figure  of  Duchess  Clement,  Amazon  in  hair-powder, 
driving  incessantly  about  among  the  officialities  and  aristocra- 
tic circles;  this  and  the  order  of,  ^^ Rattle  your  muskets  on  the 
ground ;"  let  these  two  features  represent  to  us  the  Miinchen  of 
those  months.  Munchen,  Begensburg,  Vienna  are  loud  with 
pleading,  protocoUing ;  but  it  is  not  there  that  the  crisis  of  the 
game  will  be  found  to  lie. 

Friedrich  has,  for  some  time  back,  especially  since 
the  late  Kur-Baiem's  illness,  understood  that  Austria, 
always  eager  for  a  clutch  at  Baiem,  had  something  of 
that  kind  in  view;  but  his  first  positive  news  of  it  was 

*  Fischer,  Getchichte  Friedricks  des  ZwdUn  (Halle,  1787),  iL  358. 
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a  Letter  from  Dacliess  Clement  (date,  Jammry  -Sdf ), 
which,  by  the  detail  of  facts,  imveiled  to  his  quic^  eye 
the  true  ontiine,  extent  and  nature  of  this  Enterpiise  of 
Austria's;  Enterprise  which,  te  could  not  but  agree  with 
Duchess  Clement,  was  one  of  great  concernment  not  to 
Baiem  alone.  ^^  Must  be  withstood ;  prevented,  at  wiiat- 
ever  risk^"  thought  Friedrich  on  the  instant:  ^^  The  new 
Elector^  Karl  Theodor,  he  probably  is  dead  to  the  mat- 
ter; but  one  ought  to  ask  him.  If  he  answer,  i>ead; 
then  a&A:  his  Har,  Have  you  no  life  to  it?"  Hdr  is  a 
gallant  enough  young  gentleman,  of  endless  pedigree, 
but  small  possessions,  ^  Karl  August  Christian'  (Karl  H. 
in  Official  style),  *  Duke  of  Zweibriick-Birkenfdd,'  Karl 
Theodoras  eldest  Nephew ;  Priedrich  judges  that  lie  pro- 
bably will  have  hailed  to  aign  any  Austrian  convention 
for  dismembering  Baiem,  and  that  he  will  start  into  life 
upon  it  so  soon  as  he  sees  hope. 

"  A  messenger  to  him,  to  Karl  Theodor  and  him,** 
thinks  Friedrich:  "a  messenger  instantly;  and  whoT* 
For  that  clearly  is  the  first  thing.  And  a  delicate  thing 
it  is;  requiring  to  be  done  in  profoundest  secrecy^  by 
hint  and  innuendo  rather  than  speech, — ^by  somebody 
in  a  cloak  of  fjarkneiw,  who  is  of  adroit  quality,  and  was 
never  beard  of  in  diplomatie  circiea  before,  not  to  be 
suspected  of  having  business  of  mine  on  hand.  Fried- 
rich  bethinks  him  that  in  a  late  viadt  to  Weimar,  he  had 
noticed,  for  his  fine  qualities,  a  young  gentleman  named 
Gortz;  Eustace  von  Gortz,*  late  Tutor  to  the  young 
Duke  (Karl  August,  whom  readers  know  as  Goethe's 
friend):  amse,  firm,  adroit-lookiag  ywmg  gentleman; 
who  was  farther  interesting  as  Brother  to  Lieutenant- 
General  von  Gortz,  a  respectable  soldier  of  Friedrich's. 
Ex-Tutor  at  Weimar,  we  say,  and  idle  for  the  moment; 
•  PicwMi,iy.92iL,to. 
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hanging  about  Court  tbere,  till  he  ahould  find  a  new 
functioii. 

Of  this  Ex-Tutor  Piiedrich  bethinks  him ;  and  in 
the  course  of  that  same  day, — for  there  is  no  delay, — 
Priedrich,  who  is  at  Berlin,  beckons  General  Gorti  to 
come  over  to  him  from  Potsdam  instantly.  ^^  Hither 
this  evening,  and  in  all  privacy  meet  me  in  the  Palace 
at  such  an  hour"  (hour  of  midni^it  or  th^^by ) ;  which 
of  course  Gortz,  duly  invisible  to  mankind,  does.  Friedr 
rich  explains:  An  errand  to  Miinchen;  perfectly  secret, 
for  the  moment,  and  requiring  gi^eat  delicacy  and  ad- 
dress; perhaps  not  without  risk,  a  timorous  man  might 
say:  will  your  Brother  go  for  me,  think  you?  Gortz 
thinks  he  wilL  ^^  Here  is  his  InstructicH^  if  so,"  adds 
the  King,  handing  him  an  Autograph  of  the  necessary 
outline  of  procedure, — not  signed,  nor  with  any  cre- 
dential^ ixp  even  specific  address,  lest  accident  happeo. 
^^ Adieu,  then^  Herr  General-Lieutenant;  rule  is,  dioes 
of  swiftness,  cloak  of  darkness :  adieu !"  And  Gortz 
Senior  is  off  on  the  instant,  careering  towards  Weimar,' 
where  he  finds  Gortz  Junior,  and  makes  known  his 
errand.  Grortz  Junior  stares  in  the  natural  astonish- 
ment ;  but,  after  some  intense  brief  deliberation,  becomes 
affirmative,  and  in  a  minimuTn  of  time  is  ready  and  on 
the  road. 

Gortz  Junior  proved  to  have  been  an  excellent  choice 
on  the  King's  part;  and  came  to  good  promotion  after- 
wards by  his  ccHKluct  in  this  affidr.  Gortz  Junior  started 
for  Miinchen  on  the  instant,  masked  utterly,  or  his  busi- 
ness masked,  from  profme  eyes;  saw  tiiis  perscm,  saw 
that,  and  glided  swiftly  about,  swiftly  and  witii  sure 
aim;  and  speedily  kindled  the  matter,  and  had  smoke 
rising  in  various  p<Hnts.  And  before  January  was  out, 
saw  the  Keichs-Diet  at  Hegensburg,  much  more  the 
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general  Gazetteerage  everywhere,  seized  of  this  afTair, 
and  thrown  into  paroxysms  at  the  size  and  complexian 
of  it :  saw,  in  fact,  a  world  getting  into  flame, — ^kindled 
by  whom  or  what  nobody  could  guess,  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  Gortz  had  great  running  about  in  his  cloak 
of  darkness,  and  showed  abundant  talent  of  the  kind 
needed.  A  pushing,  clear-eyed,  stout-hearted  man ; 
much  cleverness  and  sureness  in  what  he  did  and  for- 
bore to  do.  His  adventures  were  manifold;  he  had 
much  travelling  about:  was  at  Regensburg,  at  Mann- 
heim; saw  many  persons  whom  he  had  to  judge  of  on 
the  instant,  and  speak  frankly  to,  or  speak  darkly,  or 
speak  nothing;  and  he  made  no  mistake.  One  of  his 
best  counsellors,  I  gather,  was  Duchess  Clement:  of 
course  it  was  not  long  till  Duchess  Clement  heard  some 
inkling  of  him;  till,  in  some  of  his  goings  and  comings, 
he  saw  Duchess  Clement,  who  hailed  him  as  an  angel  of 
light.  In  one  journey  more  mysterious  than  ever,  '  he 
*  was  three  days  invisible  in  Duchess  Clement's  Garden- 
house.'  "  Ah^  Madame^  que  riedez-vous  J^lecieur^  Why 
"  were  not  you  Elector!"  writes  Fpiedrich  to  her  once: 
"  We  should  not  have  seen  those  shameful  events,  which 
"  every  good  German  must  blush  for,  to  the  bottom  of 
"  his  heart  (dont  tout  ban  AUemand  doit  rougirjusgu^au 
^^fonddu  ccmir)]"^ 

We  cannot  afford  the  least  narrative  of  Gortz  and 
his  courses :  imagination,  from  a  few  traits,  will  suflS- 
ciently  conceive  them.  He  had  gone  first  to  Karl  Theo- 
dor's  Minister :  "  Dead  to  it,  I  fear;  has  already  signed?" 
Alas,  yes.  Upon  which  to  Zweibriick  the  Heir's  Minis- 
ter; whom  his  Master  had  distinctly  ordered  to  sign, 
but  who,  at  his  own  peril,  gallant  man,  delayed,  remon- 
strated, had  not  yet  done  it;  and  was  able  to  answer: 
*  Preuss,  iv.  94. 
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"  Alive  to  it,  he?  Yes,  with  a  witness,  were  there  hope 
in  the  world !" — ^which  threw  Gortz  upon  instant  gallop 
towards  Zweibriick  Schloss,  in  search  of  said  Heir,  the 
young  Duke  August  Christian;  who,  however,  had  left 
in  the  interim  (sxunmoned  by  his  Uncle,  on  Austrian 
urgency,  to  consent  along  wili  him)  j  but  whom  Gortz, 
by  dexterity  and  intuition  of  symptoms,  caught  up  by 
the  road,  with  what  a  mutual  joy !  As  had  been  ex- 
pected, August  Christian,  on  sight  of  Gortz,  with  an 
armed  Friedrich  looming  in  the  distance,  took  at  once 
into  new  courses  and  activities.  From  him,  no  con- 
sent now;  far  other:  Treaty  with  Friedrich;  flat  refusal 
ever  to  consent:  application  to  the  Reich,  application 
even  to  France,  and  whatever  a  gallant  young  fellow 
could  do. 

It  was  by  Friedrich's  order  that  he  applied  to 
France;  his  younger  Brother,  Max  Joseph,  was  a  sol- 
dier there,  and  strove  to  back  him  in  Official  and  other 
circles, — ^who  were  all  friendly,  even  zealous  for  him; 
and  gave  good  words,  but  had  nothing  more.  This 
French  department  of  the  business  was  long  a  delay  to 
Friedrich's  operations :  and  in  result,  poor  Max's  indus- 
try there,  do  what  he  could,  proved  rather  a  minus 
quantity  than  otherwise.  A  good  yoimg  man,  they  say; 
but  not  the  man  to  kindle  into  action  horses  that  are 
dead, — of  which  he  had  experience  more  than  once  in 
time  coming.  He  is  the  same  that,  30  years  after, 
having  survived  his  childless  elder  Brother,  became 
King  Max,  first  King  of  Baiem;  begot  Ludwig,  second 
King, — ^who,  for  his  part,  has  begotten  Otho  King  of 
Greece,  and  done  other  feats  still  less  worth  mentioning. 
August  Christian's  behaviour  is  praised  as  excellent,— 
passively  firm  and  polite ;  the  grand  requisite,  persist- 
ence on  your  ground  of  "  No :" — ^but  his  luck,  to  find 
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such  a  Friedrich,  and  also  to  find  such  a  Gortz,  was  the 
saving  clause  for  him. 

Friedrich  was  in  very  weak  health  in  these  months ; 
still  considered  by  the  Gazetteers  to  be  dying.  But  it 
appears  he  is  not  yet  too  weak  for  taking,  on  the  instant 
necessary,  a  world-important  resolution;  and  <rf being  on 
the  road  with  it,  to  diis  issue  or  to  that,  at  fiill  speed 
before  the  day  closed.  "  Desist,  good  neighbour,  I  be- 
seech you.  You  must  desist,  and  even  you  shall :"  this 
resolution  was  entirely  his  own;  as  were  the  equaUy 
prompt  arrangements  he  contrived  &fr  executing  it, 
should  hard  come  to  hard,  and^  Austria  prefer  war  to 
dcHing  justice.  "  Excellent  methods,"  say  the  most  nn- 
fiiendly  judges,  "  which  must  at  once  have  throttled  Aus- 
tria into  compliance,  had  he  been  as  prompt  in  executing 
them; — which  he  by  no  means  was.  And  there  lies  his 
error  and  failure ;  very  lamentable,  excusable  only  by 
decrepitude  of  body  producing  weakness  and  decay  ci 
mind."  This  is  emphatically  and  wearisomely  Sciunct* 
tau's  opinion,^  who  looks  at  it  only  as  a  military  Adju- 
tant, intent  on  honour  and  rapid  feats  of  war, — with 
how  much  reason,  readers  not  Prussian  or  military  shall 
judge  as  we  go  on. 

Saxony,  we  ought  to  mention,  was  also  aggrieved. 
The  Dowager-Electress  Maria  Antoinette,  our  sprightly 
friend,  had,  as  sole  surviving  Sister  of  the  late  Kurfurst 

*  F.  W.  C.  Graf  toil  Scfamettan  (this  is  the  Elder  Schmettan's  Son, 
not  the  Dresdener's  -whom  we  used  to  quote),  Feldstug  der  Prwsn9ehm 
Armee  in  Bohmm  im  Jahre  I778  (Berim,  1789, — simultaneoufily  in  French 
too,  with  Plans)  :  with  whidi, — as  the  completest  Account  by  an  eager 
Witneas  and  Participator, — compare  always  Friedrioh^B  own  (Memovres  de 
la  Ghwrre  de  1778),  in  (Euffre$  de  FrSderic,  vi  135-20a  Schoning  (voL  iv.)> 
besides  his  own  loose  NarratiYe,  or  Summary,  has  given  all  the  Ccnrre^pond- 
ence  between  Henri  and  the  King : — sufficient  to  quench  the  sharpest 
appetite  on  this  subject. 
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Max,  the  undoubted  heirship  of  Kurfiirst  Max's  "  al- 
lodial properties  and  territories  :"  territories,  I  think, 
mainly  in  the  Ober-Pfalz  (which  are  wt>^  Bavaria  Proper, 
but  were  acquired  in  the  Thirty -Years  War),  which 
are  important  in  value,  and  which  Austria,  regardless 
of  our  hvely  fiiend,  has  laid  hold  of  as  lapsed  fiefe  of 
Bohemia.  Clearly  Bohemian,  says  Austria;  and  keeps 
hold.  Our  lively  friend  hereupon  makes  over  aU  her 
rights  in  that  matter  to  her  Son,  the  reigning  Elector; 
with  the  counsel,  if  counsel  were  needed,  "  Ask  protec- 
tion of  King  Friedrich ;  go  wholly  with  King  Friedrich." 
Mecklenburg  too  has  an  interest.  Among  the  lapsed 
fiefs  is  one  to  a  Duchy  called  of  Leuchtenberg ; — in 
regard  to  which,  says  Mecklenburg,  as  loud  as  it  can, 
"That  Duchy  is  not  lapsed  at  aU;  that  is  now  mine, 
witness  this  Document"  (of  a  valid  testamentary  nature) ! 
Other  claims  were  put  in ;  but  these  three :  Zweibriick 
endlessly  important ;  Saxony  important  too,  though  not 
in  such  degree;  Mecklenburg  unimportant,  but  just, — 
were  alone  recognised  in  impartial  quarters  as  authentic 
and  worthy  of  notice. 

Of  the  pleadings  and  procedures  in  the  Reich's  Diet 
no  reader  would  permit  me  to  speak,  were  I  inclined. 
Enough  to  understand  that  they  went  on  in  the  usual 
voluminous  duU-droning  way,  crescendo  always ;  and 
deserve,  what  at  present  they  are  sure  of,  oblivion  fi-om 
all  creatures.  The  important  thing  was,  not  those  plead- 
ings in  the  Reich's  Diet,  nor  the  Austrian  proposals 
there  or  elsewhere ;  but  the  brandishing  of  arms  in 
emitting  and  also  in  successively  answering  the  same. 
Answer  always  No  by  Friedrich,  and  some  new  flash  of 
handled  arms, — the  physiognomy  of  which  was  the  one 
significant  point.  Austria,  which  is  far  from  ready  with 
arms,  though  at  each  fresh  pleading  or  proposal  it  tries 
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to  give  a  kind  of  brandish,  says  mainly  three  things,  in 
essence  somewhat  thus.  Austria :  "  Cannot  two  States 
of  the  Reich  come  to  a  mutual  understanding,  as  Austria 
and  Bavaria  have  done?  And  what  have  third  parties 
to  say  to  it?"  Friedrich:  "Much!    Parties  of  the 

Reich  have  much  to  say  to  it!"  (This  several  times 
with  variations.)  Austria:  "  Our  rights  seem  to  us 
valid :  Zweibriick,  Saxony,  Mecklenburg,  if  aggrieved, 
can  try  in  the  Reichs  Law-Courts."  Friedrich :  "  Law- 
Courts!"  with  a  new  brandish;  that  is,  sets  more  regi- 
ments on  march,  from  Pommem  to  Wesel  aU  cm  march, 
to  Berlin,  to  Silesia,  towards  the  Bohemian  Frontier. 
AiLStriOj  by  the  voice  of  Kaunitz :  "  We  will  not  give 
up  our  rights  without  sentence  of  Law.  We  cannot 
recognise  the  King  of  Prussia  as  Law-Judge  in  this 
matter."  Friedrich :  "  The  King  of  Prussia  is  of  the 
Jury!" 

Pulse  after  pulse,  this  is  something  like  the  course 
things  had,  crescendo  till,  in  about  three  months,  they 
got  to  a  height  which  was  evidently  serious.  Nay,  in 
the  course  of  the  pleadings  it  became  manifest  that  on 
the  Austrian  grounds  of  claim,  not  Maria  Theresa  could 
be  heir  to  Straubingen,  but  Friedrich  himself:  "I  de- 
scend from  Three-Crown  Albert's  Daughter,"  said  Maria 
Theresa.  "  And  I  from  an  elder  Daughter  of  his,  and 
do  not  claim !"  Friedrich  could  have  answered,  but  did 
not;  treating  such  claim  all  along  as  merely  colorable 
and  chimerical,  not  worth  attention  in  serious  affairs  of 
fact.  Till,  at  length,  after  about  three  months,  there 
comes  a  really  serious  brandish. 

Sunday^  April  5th^  1778,  at  Berlin,  Friedrich  holds 
review  of  his  Army,  all  assembled,  equipped  and  in 
readiness ;   and   (in   that  upper  Parole-Room  of  the 
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Schloss)  makes  this  Speech,  which,  not  without  extra- 
neous intention,  was  printed  in  the  Newspapers : 

FriedricKa  Speech  to  his  Generals.  ^  Gentlemen,  I  have  as- 
"  sembled  you  here  for  a  public  object.  Most  of  you,  like  my- 
"  self,  have  often  been  in  arms  along  with  one  another,  and  are 
"  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  our  Country :  to  all  of  us  is  well 
"  known  in  what  dangers,  toils,  and  renown  we  have  been  f  ellow- 
'^  sharers.  I  doubt  not  in  the  least  that  all  of  you,  as  myself,  have 
"  a  horror  of  bloodshed :  but  the  danger  which  now  threatens  v 
"  our  Coimtries,  not  only  renders  it  a  duty,  but  puts  us  in  the 
^^  absolute  necessity,  to  adopt  the  quickest  and  most  effectual 
*^  means  for  dissipating  at  the  right  time  the  storm  which  threat- 
^*  ens  to  break  out  on  us. 

"  I  depend  with  complete  confidence  on  your  soldierly  and 
"  patriotic  zeal,  which  is  already  well  and  gloriously  known  to 
"  me,  and  which,  while  I  Uve,  I  will  acknowledge  with  the  hear- 
^^  tiest  satisfaction.  Before  all  things,  I  recommend  to  you,  and 
"  prescribe  as  your  most  sacred  duty,  That,  in  every  situation, 
"  you  exercise  humanity  on  unarmed  enemies ;  and  be  continu- 
"  ally  attentive  that,  in  this  respect  too,  there  be  the  strictest 
*'  discipline  (Marmszucht)  kept  among  those  under  you. 

"  To  travel  with  the  pomp  of  a  King  is  not  among  my  wishes ; 
"  and  all  of  you  are  aware  that  I  have  no  pleasure  in  rich  field- 
'*  furniture :  but  my  increasing  age,  and  the  weakness  it  brings, 
"  render  me  incapable  of  riding  as  I  did  in  my  youth.  I  shall, 
^^  therefore,  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  a  postchaise  in  times  of 
"  marching ;  and  all  of  you  have  Uberty  to  do  the  same.  But 
*^  on  the  day  of  battle  you  shall  see  me  on  horseback ;  and  there, 
"  also,  I  hope  my  Generals  will  follow  that  example." 

VoUaire  smothered  under  Eases.  King^s  Speech  was  on  Sun- 
day, April  5th.  Evening  of  last  Monday  (March  30th),  at  the 
Th^tre  Fran9ais  in  Paris,  poor  Voltaire  had  that  world-famous 
apotheosis  of  his ;  and  got "  smothered  under  roses,"  as  he  termed 
it.  He  had  left  Femey  (such  the  urgency  of  Niece  Denis  and 
her  unappeasable  desire  for  a  sight  of  Paris  again),  February  5th ; 
arrived  in  Paris,  Tebruary  10th ;  ventured  out  to  see  his  poor 
last  Tragedy,  not  till  the  sixth  night  of  it,  March  30th ;  was  b^ 
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shoated,  croTmed,  raised  to  the  immortal  gods  by  a  repentant  Paris 
world :  "  Greatest  of  men, — ^You  were  not  a  miscreant  and  male- 
factor, then :  on  the  contrary,  you  were  a  spiritual  Hercules,  a  he- 
roic Son  of  Light ;  Slayer  of  the  Nightmare  Monsters,  and  foul 
Dragons  and  Devils  that  were  preying  on  us :  to  you  shall  not 
we  now  say,  Long  life,  with  all  our  throats  and  all  our  hearts," 
— and  so  quench  you  at  last !  Which  they  managed  to  do,  poor 
repentant  souls.  The  tottering  wajsvom  Voltaire,  over-agitated 
in  this  way,  took  to  bed ;  never  rose  again ;  and  on  that  day  two- 
months  was  dead.*  His  light  all  done ;  to  King  Friedrich,  or  to 
any  of  us,  no  flash  of  radiancy  from  him  any  more  forever. 

AprU  &th^  Friedrich  gets  on  naarch, — ^perhaps  about 
100,000  strong, — for  Schonwalde,  in  the  Neisse-Schweid- 
nitz  neighbourhood;  and  there,  in  the  course  of  the 
week,  has  cantoned  himself,  and  sits  completing  his 
magazines  and  appliances  for  actual  work  of  war.  This 
is  a  considerable  brandish ;  and  a  good  deal  astonishes 
Kaunita  and  the  Vienna  people,  who  have  not  10,000 
at  present  on  those  Frontiers,  and  nothing  whatever  in 
a  state  of  readiness;  "  Dangerous  really !"  Kaimitz  ad- 
mits ;  and  sets  new  regiments  on  march  from  Hungary, 
from  the  Netherlands,  from  all  ends  of  the  Earth  where 
they  are.  Tempers  his  own  insolent  talk,  too;  but  strives 
to  persuade  himself  that  it  is  "  Menace  merely.  He 
won't;  he  abhors  war."  Kaunitz  had  hardly  exaggerated 
Friedrich's  abhorrence  of  war;  though  it  turned  out 
there  were  things  which  Friedrich  abhorred  stiU  more. 

Schonwalde,  headquarter  of  this  alarming  Prussian 
cantonment,  is  close  on  the  new  Fortress  of  SUber- 
berg,  a  beautiful  new  impregnability,  looking  into  those 
Valleys  of  the  Warta,  of  the  young  Neisse,  which  are 
the  road  to  Bohemia  or  from  it, — ^where  the  Pandour 
torrents  used  to  issue  into  the  first  Silesian  Wars ;  where 

•  In  Duvemet^  and  still  better  in  Longchamp  ei  Wagniere^  ample  ac- 
oonnt  of  these  interesting  occurrences. 
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Friedrich.  himaelf  was  once  to  have  been  snapped  up, 
but  was  not  quite, — and  only  sang  Mass  as  Extempore 
Abbot,  with  Tobias  Stusche,  in  the  Monastery  ctf  Camenz, 
according  to  the  mjrth  which  readers  may  remember. 
No  more  can  Pandours  issue  that  way;  only  Prussians 
can  enter  in.  Friedrich's  Tvindows  in  the  Schloss  of 
Schonwalde, — ^which  are  on  the  left-hand,  if  you  be  tour- 
ing in  those  parts, — ^look  out  direct  upon  Silberberg,  and 
have  its  battlements  between  them  and  the  3-o'clock 
Sun.^  In  the  Town  of  SUberberg,  Friedrich  has  withal 
a  modest  little  lodging, — lodgiog  still  known, — ^where 
he  can  alight  for  an  hour  or  a  night,  in  the  multifarious 
businesses  that  lead  him  to  and  fro.  ^  A  beautiful  place,' 
says  Schoning;  *  where  the  King  stayed  twelve  weeks' 
or  more;  waiting  till  the  Bavarian- Austrian  case  should 
ripen  better.  At  Schonwalde,  what  was  important  in  his 
private  circle,  he  heard  of  Lord  Marischal's  death,  then 
of  Voltaire's;  not  to  mention  that  of  English  Pitt,  and 
perhaps  others  interesting  to  him.^ 

"  Now  was  the  time,"  cry  Schmettau  and  the  un- 
favourable, ^^when  he  might  have  walked  across  into 
Eastern  Bohemia,  into  MShren,  whither  you  like;  to 
Yienna  itself,  and  tak^i  Austria  by  the  throat  at  dis- 
cretioQ:  'Do  justice,  then,  will  you!  Let  go  Bavaria, 
or — !'  In  his  young  years,  would  not  he  have  done 
so?  His  Plan,  long  since  laid  down,  was  grand:  To 
march  into  Mahren,  leaving  Silesia  guarded;  nay  leav- 
ing Bohemia  to  be  invaded, — fi>r  Prince  Henri,  and  the 
Saxons,  who  are  a  willing  handful,  and  will  complete 
Henri  likewise  to  100,000,  were  to  do  that  feat  the 

7  Schoning,  It,  (Lotrodnctoiy  Part.) 

•  Voltaire  died,  May  30th ;  Marifichal,  May  25th ;  Pitt,  May  11th  ;^ 
and  '  May  4th,  in  the  Cantonment  here,  died  General  von  Rcntzel,  the 
'  same  who,  as  Lieutenant  Bentzel,  sixty  years  ago,  had  taught  the  little 
*  Crown-Fkince  his  drill*  (Bodenbeek,  iii.  187). 
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while; — ^march  into  Mahren,  on  to  Vienna  if  he  chose; 
laying  aU  flat-  Infallible,"  say  the  Schmettau  people. 
"  He  had  the  fire  of  head  to  contrive  it  at  all;  but 
worn  down  and  grown  old,  he  could  not  execute  his 
great  thoughts."  Which  is  obviously  absurd,  Fried- 
rich's  object  not  being  to  lay  Austria  flat,  or  drive  ani- 
mosities to  the  sanguinary  point,  and  kindle  all  Europe 
into  war;  but  merely  to  extract,  with  the  minimuTn  of 
violence,  something  like  justice  from  Austria  on  this 
Bavarian  matter.  For  which  end,  he  may  justly  consider 
slow  pressure  preferable  to  the  cutting  method.  His 
problem  is  most  ticklish,  not  allowed  for  by  Schmettau. 

The  encampment  round  Schonwalde,  especially  as 
there  was  nothing  ready  thereabouts  on  the  Austrian 
side,  produced  a  visible  and  great  effect  on  the  negotia- 
tions ;  and  notably  altered  the  high  Kaunitz  tone  towards 
Friedrich.  "  Must  two  great  Courts  quarrel,  then,  for  the 
sake  of  a  small  one  ?"  murmured  Kaunitz,  plaintively  now, 
to  himself  and  to  the  King, — ^to  the  King  not  in  a  very 
distinct  manner,  though  to  himself  the  principle  is  long 
since  clear  as  an  axiom  in  Politics :  "  Great  Courts  should 
understand  one  another;  then  the  small  would  be  less 
troublesome."  For  a  quarter  of  a  century,  this  has  been 
the  Kaunitz  faith.  In  1753,  when  he  miraculously  screwed 
round  the  French  into  union  with  the  Austrians  to  put 
down  an  upstart  Prussia,  this  was  his  grand  fulcrum,  the 
immovable  rock  in  which  the  great  Engineer  fixed  down 
his  political  capstans,  and  levered  and  screwed.  He  did 
triumphantly  wind  matters  round, — ^though  whether  they 
much  profited  him  when  round,  may  be  a  question. 

But  the  same  grand  principle,  in  the  later  instance 
of  partitioning  Poland,  has  it  not  proved  eminently 
triumphant,  successful  in  aU  points?  And,  doubtless, 
this  King  of  Prussia  recognises  it,  if  made  worth  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ohap.  TI.]  the  BAVAMAN  WAR.  685 

6th-24th  April  1778. 

while,  thinks  Kaunitz.  In  a  word,  Kaunitz's  next  ut- 
terance is  wonderfully  changed.  The  great  Engineer 
speaks  ahnost  like  a  Bishop  on  this  new  text.  ^^Let 
the  Two  Courts,"  says  he,  "put  themselves  each  in 
the  other's  place;  each  think  what  it  would  want;" 
and  in  fact  each,  in  a  Christian  manner,  try  to  do  as 
it  would  be  done  by!  How  touching  in  the  mouth 
of  a  Kaunitz,  with  something  of  pathos,  of  plaintive- 
ness,  ahnost  of  unction  in  it!  "  There  is  no  other 
method  of  agreeing,"  urges  he :  "  War  is  a  terrible 
method,  disliked  by  both  of  us.  Austria  wishes  this  of 
Bavaria;  but  his  Prussian  Majesty's  turn  will  come, 
perhaps  now  is  (let  him  say  and  determine);  we  will 
make  it  worth  his  while."  This  is  of  April  24ith ;  notable 
change  since  the  cantoning  round  Schonwalde. 

Germany  at  large,  though  it  lay  so  silent,  in  its 
bed-rid  condition,  was  in  great  anxiety.  Never  had 
the  Holy  Romish  Reich  such  a  shock  before :  "  Mean- 
ing to  partition  us  like  Poland?"  thought  the  Reich, 
with  a  shudder.  "  They  can,  by  degrees,  if  they  think 
good;  these  Two  Great  Sovereigns!"  Courage,  your 
Durchlauchts :  one  of  the  Two  great  ones  has  not 
that  in  his  thoughts;  has,  and  wiU  have,  the  reverse 
of  that;  which  will  be  your  anchorage  in  the  storms 
of  fete  for  a  long  time  to  come !  Nor  was  it, — ^as  will 
shortly  appear  to  readers, — ^Kaunitz's  immediate  inten- 
tion at  all :  enough  if  poor  we  can  begin  it,  set  it  feirly 
under  way;  let  some  unborn  happier  Kaunitz,  the  last 
of  a  series,  complete  such  blessed  consummation;  in  a 
happier  time,  far  over  the  practical  horizon  at  present. 
This  we  do  gather  to  have  been  Kaunitz's  real  view; 
and  it  throws  a  light  on  the  vexed  Partition-of-Poland 
question,  and  gives  weight  to  Dohm's  assertion.  That 
Kaunitz  was  the  actual  beginner  there. 
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Weeks  before  Friedrich  heard  of  this  remarkable 
Memorial,  and  ten  days  before  it  was  brought  to  paper^ 
there  came  to  Friedrich  another  unexpected  remark- 
able Document:  a  Letter  from  Kaiser  Joseph  himseli^ 
who  is  personally  running  about  in  these  parts,  over 
in  Bohemia,  endeavouring  to  bring  Army  matters  to  a 
footing;  and  is  no  doubt  shocked  to  find  them  still  in 
such  backwardness,  with  a  Friedrich  at  hand.     The 
Kaiser's  Letter,  we  perceive,   is  pilot-ballo<Hi  to   the 
Kaunitz  episcopal  Docimient,  and  to  an  actual  meet- 
ing of  Prussian  and  Austrian  Ministers  on  the  Bavariaa 
point;  and  had  been  seen  to  be  a  salutary  measure  by 
an  Austria  in  alarm.     It  asks,  as  the  Kaunitz  Memorial 
will,  though  in  another  style,    "Must  there  be  war 
then?     Is  there  no  possibility  left  in  negotiation  and 
mutual  concession?     I  am  your  Majesty's  friend  and 
admirer;  let  us  try."     This  was  an  unexpected  and 
doubtless  a  welcome  thing  to  Friedrich;  who  answers 
eagerly,  and  in  a  noble  style  both  of  courtesy  and  of 
business  sense:  upon  which  there  followed  two  other 
Imperial  Letters  with  their  two  Eoyal  answers  f  and 
directly  afterwards  the   small  Austrian-Prusaan  C(mi- 
gress  we  spoke  of,  Finkenstein  and  Hertzberg  on  the 
Prussian  part,  Cobenzl  c«i  the  Austrian  (Congress  sitting 
at  Berlin),  which  tried  to  agree,  but  could  not;  and  to 
which  Kaunitz's  Mem<xrial  of  April  24th  was  meant  as 
some  helpfol  sprinkling  of  preadential  quasi-episcopal  oiL 

Oil  merely :  for  it  turned  out,  Kaunitz  had  no  thought 
at  present  of  partitioning  the  German  Retch  with  Fried- 
rich; but  intended  merely  to  keep  his  own  seized  por- 

>  In  (Euvres  de  FrecUric  (vL  183-193),  Three  saccesdye  Letters  fiom 
the  Kaiser  (of  dates,  *  OlmutV  *  Litau,'  *  Konigsgratz,'  13th«19tli  April 
1778),  with  King's  Answers  (*  Schonwalde,"  all  of  them,  and  14-20(1 
April), — ^totally  without  interest  to  the  general  reader. 
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tion  of  Baiem,  and  in  return  for  Friedrich's  assent, 
intended  to  recompense  Friedrich  with — ^in  faxjt,  with 
Austria's  consent,  That  if  Anspach  and  Baireuth  lapsed 
home  to  Prussia  (as  it  was  possible  they  might,  the 
present  Margraf,  Friedrich's  Nephew,  the  Lady-Craven 
Margraf,  having  a  childless  Wife),  Prussia  should  freely 
open  the  door  to  them !  A  thing  which  Friedrich  natu- 
rally maintained  to  be  in  need  of  nobody's  consent,  and 
to  lie  totally  apart  from  this  question;  but  which  Austria 
always  considered  a  very  generous  thing,  and  always 
returned  to,  with  new  touches  of  improvement,  as  their 
grand  recipe  in  this  matter.  So  that,  unhappUy,  the 
Hertzberg-Cobenzl  treatyings,  Kaiser's  Letters,  and  Kau« 
nitz's  episcopal  oil,  were  without  eflFect, — except  to  gain 
for  the  Austrians,  who  infinitely  needed  it,  delay  of 
above  two  months.  The  Letters  are  without  general 
interest ;  but,  for  Friedrich's  sake,  perhaps  readers  will 
consent  to  a  specimen?  Here  are  parts  of  his  First 
Letter:  people  meaning  to  be  Kings  (which  I  doubt 
none  of  my  readers  are)  could  not  do  better  than  read 
it,  and  again  read  it,  and  acquire  that  style,  first  of 
knowing  thoroughly  the  object  in  hand,  and  then  of 
speaking  on  it  and  of  being  silent  on  it,  in  a  true  and 
noble  manner : 

Friedrich  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  (at  Ohniitz). 

"  Schonwaldo,  14th  April  1778. 
"  Sire  my  Brother, — ^I  have  received,  with  all  the  satisfaction 
"  possible,  the  Letter  which  your  Imperial  Majesty  has  had  the 
"  goodness  to  write  to  me.  I  have  neither  Minister  nor  Clerk 
"  (scribe)  about  me ;  therefore  your  Imperial  Majesty  will  be 
"  pleased  to  put  up  with  such  Answer  as  an  Old  Soldier  can 
"  give,  who  writes  to  you  with  p'tobity  and  frankness,  on  one  of 
"  the  most  important  subjects  which  have  risen  in  Politics  for  a 
"  long  time. 
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^  Nobodj  wishes  more  than  I  to  maintain  peace  and  har- 
^^  monj  between  the  Powers  of  Europe :  but  there  are  limits  to 
^^  everything;  and  cases  so  intricate  {ipineux)  arise  that  good- 
^^  will  alone  will  not  suffice  to  maintain  things  in  repose  and 
"  tranquillity.  Permit  me,  Sire,  to  state  distinctly  what  the 
"  question  seems  to  me  to  be.  It  is  to  determine  if  an  Emperor 
"  can  dispose  at  his  will  of  the  Fiefs  of  the  Empire.  Answer  in 
"  the  affirmative,  and  all  these  Fiefs  become  Thnars^  (in  the  Turk 
way),  "which  are  for  life  only;  and  which  the  Sultan  disposes 
"  of  again,  on  the  possessor's  death.  Now,  this  is  contrary  to  the 
"  Laws,  to  the  Customs  and  Constitutions  of  the  German  Em- 
"  pire." — "I,  as  member  of  the  Empire,  and  as  having,  by  the 
"  Treaty  of  Hubertsburg,  re-sanctioned  the  Peace  of  Westphalia, 
"  find  myself  formally  engaged  to  support  the  immunities,  the 
^  liberties  and  rights  of  the  Germanic  Body. 

"This,  Sire,  is  the  veritable  state  of  things.  Personal  in- 
"  terest  I  have  none :  but  I  am  persuaded  your  Majesty's  self 
"  would  regard  me  ad  a  paltiy  man,  unworthy  of  your  esteem, 
"  should  I  basely  sacrifice  the  rights,  immunities  and  privileges, 
"  which  the  Electors  and  I  have  received  from  our  Ancestors. 

^^  I  continue  to  speak  to  your  Majesty  with  the  same  frank- 
"  ness.  I  love  and  honour  your  person.  It  will  certainly  be 
"  hard  for  me  to  fight  against  a  Prince  gifted  with  excellent 

"  qualities,  and  whom  I  personally  esteem.    But*' ^  And  is 

^  there  no  remedy?  Anspach  and  Baireuth  stand  in  no  need 
*  of  sanction.  I  consent  to  the  Congress  proposed: — ^being  with 
'  the  &c.  &c.— F.'»« 

The  sittings  of  this  Kttle  Congress  at  Berlin  lasted 
all  through  May  and  June;  to  the  disgust  of  Schmettau 
and  the  ardent  Prussian  mess-rooms,  "  lying  ready  here, 
and  forbidden  to  act."  For  the  Austrians  all  the  while 
were  at  their  busiest,  improving  the  moments,  marching 
continually  hitherward  from  Himgar}^,  from  Limburg, 
from  all  ends  of  the  earth.  Both  negotiating  parties 
had  shown  a  manifest  vdsh  to  terminate  without  war; 
and  both  made  various  attempts  or  proposals  that  way ; 

>•  (Euvre9  de  Frederic^  vi  187. 
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Friedrich  offering,  in  the  name  of  European  peace,  to 
yield  the  Austrians  some  small  rim  or  paring  of  Bavaria 
from  the  edge  adjoining  them;  the  Austrians  offering 
Anspach-Baireuth  with  some  improvements; — always 
offering  Friedrich  his  own  Baireuth-Anspach  with  some 
new  sauce  (as  that  he  might  exchange  those  Territories 
with  Saxony  for  a  fine  equivalent  in  the  Lausitz,  con- 
tiguous to  him,  which  was  a  real  improvement  and  in- 
crease) : — ^but  as  neither  party  would  in  the  least  give 
up  in  essentials  or  quit  the  ground  it  had  taken,  the 
result  was  nothing.  Week  after  week ;  so  many  weeks 
are  being  lost  to  Friedrich ;  gained  to  Austria :  Schmet- 
tau  getting  more  and  more  disgusted. 

Friedrich  still  waited;  not  in  all  points  quite  ready 
yet,  he  said,  nor  the  futile  diplomacies  quite  complete ; 
— evidently  in  the  highest  degree  unwilling  to  come  to 
the  cutting  point,  and  begin  a  War  which  nobody  could 
see  the  end  of.  Many  things  he  tried;  Peace  so  pre- 
cious to  him,  try  and  again  try.  All  through  June  too, 
this  went  on;  the  result  always  zero, — obviously  certain 
to  be  so.  As  even  Friedrich  had  at  last  to  own  to  him- 
self; and  likewise  that  the  Campaign  season  was  ebbing 
away;  and  that  if  his  grand  Moravian  scheme  was  to  be 
tried  on  Austria,  there  was  not  a  moment  to  lose. 

Friedrich's  ultimate  proposal,  new  modification  of 
what  all  his  proposals  had  been,  "To  you  some  thin 
rim  of  Baiem;  to  Saxony  and  Mecklenburg  some  et- 
cetera of  indemnity,  money  chiefly  (money  always  to  be 
paid  by  Karl  Theodor,  who  has  left  Baiem  open  to  the 
spoiler  in  this  scandalous  manner),  was  of  June  13th; 
Austrians  for  ten  days  meditating  on  it,  and  especially 
getting  forward  their  Army  matters,  answer,  June  24th, 
"  No,  we  won't."  Upon  which  Friedrich, — ^to  the  joy  of 
Schmettau  and  every  Prussian, — actually  rises.     Emits 
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his  War-Manifesto  {July  Sd) :  'Declaration  to  our  Bre- 
thren (Mitstdnde)  of  the  Reich/  that  Austria  will  listen 
to  nothing  but  War;^^  and,  on  and  from  that  day,  goes 
flowing  forward  in  perfect  columns  and  arrangements, 
100,000  strong;  through  the  picturesque  Glatz Country, 
straight  towards  the  Bohemian  Border,  hour  by  hour. 
Flows  over  the  Bohemian  Border,  by  Nachod  Town; 
his  vanguard  bursting  into  field-music  and  flourishes  of 
trumpeting  at  that  grand  moment  (July  5th) ;  flowed 
bodily  over ;  and  encamped  that  night  on  Bohemian 
ground,  with  Nachod  to  rear;  thence  towards  Kwalko- 
witz,  and  on  the  second  day  to  Jaromirtz  ("Camp  of 
Jaromirtz"),  a  little  Town  which  we  have  heard  of  be- 
fore, but  which  became  more  famous  than  ever  during 
the  next  ten  weeks. 

Jaromirtz,  Kwalkowitz,  Xonigsgratz:  this  is  the  <^d 
hill-and-dale  labyrinth  of  an  Upper-Elbe  Country;  only 
too  weU  known  to  his  Majesty  and  us,  for  almost  forty 
years  past:  here  again  are  the  Austrians  waiting  the 
King;  watching  diligently  this  new  Invasion  of  his  out 
of  Glatz  and  the  East!  In  the  same  days.  Prince  Henri, 
who  is  also  near  100,000,  starts  from  Dresden  to  invade 
them  from  the  West.  Loudon,  facing  westward,  is  in 
watch  of  Henri;  Lacy,  or  indeed  the  Eaiser  himself, 
back-to-back  of  Loudon,  stands  in  this  Konigsgratz- Ja- 
romirtz part;  said  to  be  embattled  in  a  very  elaborate 
manner,  to  a  length  of  fifty  miles  on  this  fine  groimd, 
and  in  number  somewhat  superior  to  the  King; — ^the 
Austrians  in  all  counting  about  250,000;  of  whom  Lacy 
has  considerably  the  larger  share.  The  terror  at  Vienna, 
nevertheless,  is  very  great :  *  A  day  of  terror,'  says  one 
who  was  there;  *I  will  not  trust  myself  to  describe 

"  Fischer,  ii  388 ;  Dolnn,  Denhwurdiglceiten,  i.  110 ;  (Euvres  de  Fre- 
deric^  vi.  145. 
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^  the  sensation  which  this  riews^  "  Friedrich  in  Bohemia 

*  agaia !"  produced  among  all  ranks  of  people/^^  Maria 
Theresa,  with  her  fine  motherly  heart,  in  alarm  for  her 
Oountry,  and  trembling  *  for  my  two  Sons^  (Joseph  and 
Leopold)  ^  and  dear  Son-in-law'  (of  Sachsen-Teschen) 

*  who  are  in  the  Army/  overcomes  all  scruples  of  pride ; 
instantly  despatches  an  Autograph  to  the  King  ("  Bearer 
of  this,  Baron  von  Thugut,  with  Full  Powers") ;  and  on 
her  own  strength  starts  a  new  Negotiation, — which,  as 
will  be  seen,  ended  no  better  than  the  others.  ^^ 

Schmettau  says,  ^  Friedrich,  cheated  of  his  Mahren 

*  schemes,  was  stiU  in  time;  the  Austrian  position  being 

*  indeed  strong,  but  not  being  even  yet  quite  ready/ 
Friedrich  himself,  however,  on  reoonnoitering,  thought 
differently.  A  position  such  as  one  never  saw  before, 
thinks  he;  contrived  by  Lacy;  masterly  use  of  the 
ground,  of  the  rivers,  of  the  rocks,  woods,  swamps;  Elbe 
and  his  branches,  and  the  intricate  shoulders  of  the 
Giant  Mountains:  no  man  could  have  done  it  better 
ihan  Lacy. here,  who,  they  say,  is  the  contriver  and 
practical  hand.^^  From  Konigsgratz,  northward,  by 
Konigshof,  by  Amau,  up  to  Hohenelbe,  all  heights  are 
crowned,  aU  passes  bristling  with  cannon.  Rivers  Aupa, 
Elbe  beset  with  redoubts ;  with  dams,  in  favourable 
places,  and  are  become  inundations,  difficult  to  tap. 
There  are  'ditches  8  feet  deep  by  16  broad.'  Behind 
or  on  the  right  bank  of  Elbe,  it  is  mere  entrenchment 
for  five-and-twenty  miles.  With  bogs,  with  thickets  full 
of  Croats;  and  such  an  amount  of  artillery, — I  believe 

»  CJogniaao,  iv.  316,  320,  321 ;  Preuss,  iv.  101,  &c. 
^  Her  Letteni,  four  in  all,  with  their  Appendixes,  and  the  Elng^s  An- 
swers :  in  (Euvres  de  Frederic^  vi.  196-200. 
"  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  yi.  147. 
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they  have  in  battery  no  fewer  than  1,500  cannon.  A 
position  very  considerable  indeed: — must  have  taken 
time  to  deliberate,  delve  and  invest ;  but  it  is  done. 
Near  fifty  miles  of  it :  here,  clear  to  your  glass,  has  the 
head  of  Lacy  visibly  emerged  on  us,  as  if  for  survey  of 
phenomena: — ^head  of  Lacy  sure  enough  (body  of  him 
lying  invisible  in  the  heights,  passes  and  points  of  vant- 
age) ;  and  its  neck  of  fifty  miles,  like  the  neck  of  a 
war-horse  clothed  with  thunder.  On  which  (thinks 
Schmettau  privately)  you  may,  too  late,  make  your 
reflexions ! 

Schmettau  asserts  that  the  position,  though  strong, 
was  nothing  like  so  infinitely  strong;  and  that  Friedrich 
in  his  younger  day^  would  very  soon  have  assaulted  it, 
and  turned  Lacy  inside  out :  but  Friedrich,  we  know, 
had  his  reasons  against  hurry.  He  reconnoitered  dili- 
gently; rode  out  reconnoitering  *  fifteen  miles  the  first 
day'  (July  6th),  ditto  the  second  and  following ;  and 
was  nearly  shot  by  Croats, — ^by  one  specific  Croat,  says 
Prussian  Mythology,  supported  by  Engraving.  An  old 
EngraviQg,  which  I  have  never  seen,  represents  Fried- 
rich reconnoitering  those  five-and-twenty  miles  of  Elbe, 
which  have  so  mauy  redoubts  on  their  side  of  it,  and 
swarm  with  Croat  parties  on  both  sides :  this  is  all  the 
truth  that  is  in  the  Engraving.^*  Fact  says :  Friedrich 
(*on  the  8th,'  if  that  were  all  the  variation)  'was  a 
*  mark  for  the  Austrian  sharpshooters  for  half-an-hour.' 
Myth  says,  and  engraves  it,  with  the  date  of '  July  7th :' 
Friedrich,  skirting  some  thicket,  suddenly  came  upon 
a  single  Croat  with  musket  levelled  at  him,  wild  crea- 
ture's finger  just  on  the  trigger; — and  quietly  admo- 
nishing, Friedrich  lifts  his  finger  with  a  "  Du,  Du  (Ah 
you!);"  upon  which,  such  the  divinity  that  hedges 
><  Bodenbeck,  p.  188. 
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one,  the  wild  creature  instantly  flings  down  his  murder- 
weapon,  and,  kneeling,  embraces  the  King's  boot, — 
with  kisses,  for  anything  I  know.  It  is  certain.  Fried- 
rich,  about  six  times  over  in  this  paltry  War  or  Quasi 
No- War,  set  his  attendants  on  the  tremble ;  was  namely, 
from  Croateries  and  Artilleries,  in  imminent  peril  of 
life ;  so  careless  was  he,  and  dangerous  to  speak  to  in 
his  sour  humour.  Humour  very  sour,  they  say,  for 
most  part;  being  in  reality  altogether  backward  and 
loth  for  grand  enterprise ;  and  yet  striving  to  think  he 
was  not ;  ashamed  that  any  War  of  his  should  be  a 
No- War.    Schmettau  says : 

'  On  the  day  of  getting  into  Jaromirtz'  (July  8th),  ^  the  King, 

*  tired  of  riding  about  while  the  Columns  were  slowly  getting  in, 

*  lay  down  on  the  ground  with  his  Adjutants  about  him.    A 

*  young  OflBcer  came  riding  past ;  whom  the  King  beckoned  to 
^  him ; — wrote  something  with  pencil  (an  Order,  not  of  the  least 
^  importance),  and  said :  "  Here ;  Ahat  Order  to  General  Lossow, 
^^  and  tell  him  he  is  not  to  take  it  ill  that  I  trouble  him,  as  I  have 
"  none  in  my  Suite  that  can  do  anything." '  Let  the  Suite  take 
it  as  they  can  !  A  most  pungent,  severe  old  King ;  quite  per- 
verse at  times,  thinks  Schmettau.   Thus  again,  more  than  once : 

^  On  arriving  with  his  Column  where  the  Officer,  a  perfectly 

*  skilful  man,  had  marked  out  the  Camp,  the  Eling  would  lift  his 

*  spyglass ;  gaze  to  right  and  left,  riding  round  the  place  at  per- 

*  haps  a  hundred  yards  distance ;  and  begin  :  "  Sieht  er,  Herr^  But 
"  look,  Herr,  what  a  botching  you  have  made  of  it  again  (was  er 
"  da  wiederfur  dumm  Zeug  gemacht  hat) !"  and  grumbling  and 
^  blaming  would  alter  the  Camp,  till  it  was  all  out  of  rule ;  and 

*  then  say,  "  See  there,  that  is  the  way  to  mark  out  Camps."  '** 

In  a  week's  time,  July  13th,  came  another  fine  ex- 
cuse for  inaction;  Plenipotentiary  Thugut,  namely,  and 
the  Kaiserinn's  Letter,  which  we  spoke  of.  Autograph 
from  Maria  Theresa  herself,  inspired  by  the  terror  of 

"  Schmettau,  xxv.  30,  24. 
VOL.  VI.  QQ 
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Vienna  and  of  her  beautiful  motherly  heart.  Negotia- 
tion to  be  private  utterly :  "  My  Son,  the  Kaiser,  knows 
nothing  of  it;  I  beg  the  most  absolute  secrecy;"  which 
was  accordingly  kept,  while  Thugut,  with  Finkaistein 
,  and  Herzberg  again,  held  ^^  Congress  of  Braunau"  in  those 
neighbourhoods, — ^with  as  Kttle  eflfect  as  ever.  Thuguf  s 
Name,  it  seems,  was  originally  Tunicotto  (Tyrolese-Itar 
lian) ;  which  the  ignorant  Vienna  people  changed  into 
"  Thu-mchUgut  (Do-no-good),"  till  Maria  Theresa,  in  very 
charity,  struck  out  the  negative,  and  made  him  "  Do- 
good."  Do-good  and  his  Congress  held  Friedrich  till 
August  10th:  five  more  weeks  gone;  and  nothing  but 
reconnoitering,— with  of  course  foraging,  and  diligently 
eating  the  Country,  which  is  a  daily  employment,  and 
produces  fencing  and  skirmishing  enough. 

Henri,  in  the  interim,  has  invaded  from  the  West; 
seen  Leitmeritz,  Lobositz; — Prag  Nobility  all  running, 
and  I  suppose  Prayers  to  St.  Vitus  going  again,— and 
Loudon  in  alarm.  Loudon,  however,  saved  Prag  'by 
two  masterly  positions*  (not  mentionable  here);  upon 
which  Henri  took  camp  at  Niemes;  Loudon,  the  weaker 
in  this  part,  seizing  the  IiSer  as  a  bulwark,  and  ranking 
himself  behind  it,  back-to-back  c^  Lacy.  Here  for  about 
five  weeks  sat  Henri,  nothing  on  hand  but  to  eat  the 
Country.  Over  the  heads  of  Loudon  and  Lacy,  as  the 
crow  flies,  Henri's  Camp  may  be  about  70  miles  from 
Jaromirtz,  where  the  King  is.  Hussar  Belling,  our  old 
Anti-Swede  friend,  a  brilliant  cutting-man,  broke  over 
the  Iser  once,  perhaps  twice ;  and  there  was  pretty 
fencing  by  him  and  the  like  of  him :  *  but  Prince  Henri 
did  nothing,'  says  the  King,^'' — ^WaS,  in  fact,  helping  Ae 
King  to  do  nothing.     By  tlje  lOth  of  September,  as 
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Henri  has  computed,  this  Country  will  be  eaten;  "For- 
age, I  find,  will  be  quite  done  here  on  September  10th,*' 
writes  Henri,  after  a  week  or  two's  experience. 

There  was  always  talk  of  Henri  and  the  King,  who 
are  100,000  each,  joining  hands  by  the  post  of  Amau, 
or  some  weak  point  of  Lacy's  weU  north  of  Konigs- 
gratz;  thus  of  cutting  off  the  meal-carts  of  that  back- 
to-back  copartnery,  and  so  of  tumbling  it  off  the  ground 
(which  was  perfectly  possible,  says  Schmettau);  and 
small  detachments  and  expeditions  were  pushed  out, 
General  Dahlwig,  General  Anhalt,  partly  for  that  ob- 
ject :  but  not  the  least  of  it  ever  took  effect.  "  Futile, 
lost  by  loitering,  as  all  else  was,"  groans  Schmettau. 
Prince  Henri  was  averse  to  attempt,  intimates  the 
King,  —  as  indeed  (though  refusing  to  own  it)  was  I. 
*'  September  10th,  my  forage  will  be  out,  your  Majesty," 
says  Henri,  always  a  punctual  calculating  man. 

The  Austrians,  on  their  side,  were  equally  stagnant; 
and,  except  the  continual  skirmishing  with  the  Prus- 
sian foragers,  imdertook  nothing.  *'  Shamefully  ill-done 
our  foraging,  too,"  exclaims  Schmettau  again  and  again: 
"  Had  we  done  it  with  neatness,  with  regularity,  the 
Country  would  have  lasted  us  twice  as  long.  Doing 
it  headlong,  wastefuUy,  and  by  the  rule-of-thumb,  the 
Country  was  a  desert,  all  its  inhabitants  fled,  all  its 
edibles  consumed,  before  six  weeks  were  over.  Fried- 
rich  is  not  now  himself  at  all;  in  great  things  or  in 
little;  what  a  changed  Friedrich!"  exclaims  Schmettau, 
with  wearisome  iteration. 

From  about  August  6th,  or  especially  August  10th, 
when  the  Maria-Theresa  Correspondence,  or  "  Congress 
of  Braunau,"  ended  likewise  in  zero,  Friedrich  became 
impatient  for  actual  junction  with  Prince  Henri,  actual 
push  of  business ;  and  began  to  hint  of  an  excellent  plan 
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he  had :  "  Burst  through  on  their  left  flank  ;  blow  up 
their  post  of  Hohenelbe  yonder :  thence  is  but  one  march 
to  Iser  river;  junction  with  Prince  Henri  there;  and  a 
Lacy  and  a  Loudon  tumbled  to  the  winds."     '  A  plan 

*  perfectly  feasible/  says  Schmettau ;  *  which  solaced  the 
'  King's  humour,  but  which  he  never  really  intended 

*  to  execute.'  Possibly  not;  otherwise,  according  to  old 
wont,  he  would  have  forborne  to  speak  of  it  beforehand. 
At  all  events,  August  15th,  in  the  feeling  that  one  ought 
really  to  do  something,  the  rather  as  forage  hereabouts 
was  almost  or  altogether  running  out,  he  actually  set 
about  this  grand  scheme. 

Got  on  march  to  leftward,  namely,  up  the  Aupa 
river,  through  the  gloomy  chasms  of  Eangdom-Wood, 
memorable  in  old  days :  had  his  bakery  shifted  to  Trau- 
tenau;  his  heavy  cannon  getting  tugged  through  the 
mire  and  the  rains,  which  by  this  time  were  abund- 
ant, towards  Hohenelbe,  for  the  great  enterprise:  and 
sat  encamped  pn  and  about  the  Battleground  of  Sohr 
for  a  week  or  so,  waiting  till  all  were  forward;  eating 
Sohr  Country,  which  was  painfully  easy  to  do.  The 
Austrians  did  next  to  nothing  on  him;  but  the  r^ns, 
the  mud,  and  scarcity  were  doing  much.  Getting  on  to 
Hohenelbe  region,  after  a  week's  wet  waiting,  he,  on 
ocular  survey  of  the  ground  about,  was  heard  to  say, 
"This  cannot  be  done,  then!"  *  Had  never  meant  to 
do  it,'  sneers  Schmettau,  '  and  only  wanted  some  ex- 
cuse.' Which  is  very  likely.  Schmettau  gives  an 
Anecdote  of  him  here :  In  regard  to  a  certain  Hill,  the 
Key  of  the  Austrian  position,  which  the  King  was  con- 
tinually reconnoitering,  and  lamenting  the  enormous 
height  of,  "  Impossible,  so  high !"  One  of  the  Adju- 
tants took  his  theodolite,  ascertained  the  height,  and, 
by  way  of  comforting  his  Majesty,  reported  the  exact 
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number  of  feet  above  their  present  level.  "  How  do 
*'  you  know,  Herr?''  said  the  King  angrily.  "  Measured 
"  it  by  Trigonometry,  your  Majesty." — "  Trigonome- 
"  try!  Scher'  er  sick  zum  Teufel  (Off  with  you,  Sir,  to 
"the  Devil,  your  Trigonometry  and  you!)" — ^no  be- 
liever in  mathematics,  this  King. 

He  was  loth  to  go;  and  laid  the  blame  on  many 
things.  "  Were  Prince  Henri  now  but  across  the  Iser. 
Had  that  stupid  Anhalt,  when  he  was  upon  it"  (gallop- 
ing about,  to  the  ruin  of  his  head),  "  only  seized  Arnau, 
Amau  and  its  Elbe-Bridge;  and  had  it  in  hand  for 
junction  with  Prince  Henri !"  In  fine,  just  as  the  last 
batch  of  heavy  cannon, — twenty  or  thirty  hungered 
horses  to  a  gun,  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  a  day  in  roads 
unspeakable, — ^were  getting  in,  he  ordered  them  all  to  be 
dragged  back,  back  to  the  Trautenau  road;  whither  we 
must  now  all  go.  And,  September  Sth^  in  perfect  order, 
for  the  Austrians  little  molested  him,  and  got  a  bad  bar- 
gain when  they  did,  the  great  Friedrich  with  his  whole 
Army  got  on  march  homeward,  after  such  a  Campaign 
as  we  see.  Climbed  the  Trautenau-Landshut  Pass,  with 
nothing  of  effective  loss  except  from  the  rainy  elements, 
the  steep  miry  ways,  and  the  starved  horses ;  draught- 
horses  especially  starved, — whom,  poor  creatures,  '  you 

*  would  see  spring  at  the  ropes'  (draught-harness), '  thirty 

*  of  them  to  a  gun,  when  started  and  gee-ho'd  to ;  tug 
'  violently  with  no  effect,  and  fall  down  in  whole  rows.' 

Prince  Henri,  forage  done,  started  punctually  Sep- 
tember 10th,  two  days  after  his  Brother;  and,  with  little 
or  no  pursuit  from  the  Austrians,  and  with  horses  un- 
starved,  got  home  in  comparatively  tolerable  circum- 
stances. Cantoned  himself  in  Dresden  neighbourhood^ 
and  sat  waiting:  he  had  never  approved  this  War;  and 
now,  I  suppose,  would  not  want  for  reflexions.     Fried- 
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rich's  cantonments  were  round  Landshut,  and  spread 
out  to  right  and  to  left,  from  Glatz  Country  and  the 
Upper  Silesian  Hills,  to  Silberberg  and  Schweidnitz; 
— ^his  own  quarter  is  the  same  region,  where  he  lay- 
so  long  in  Summer  1759,  talking  on  learned  subjects 
with  the  late  Quintus  Icilius,  if  readers  remember,  and 
wearily  waiting  till  Cunctator  Daun  (likewise  now  de- 
ceased) took  his  stand,  or  his  seat,  at  Marklissa,  and 
the  King  could  follow  him  to  Schmottseifen.  Friedrich 
himself  on  this  present  occasion  stayed  at  Schatzlar  as 
rearguard,  to  see  whether  the  Austrians  would  not  per- 
haps try  to  make  some  Winter  Campaign  of  it,  and  if 
so,  whether  they  would  attempt  on  Prince  Henri  or  on 
him.  The  Austrians  did  not  attempt  on  either;  showed 
no  such  intention, — though  mischievous  enough  in  other 
small  ways.  Friedrich  wrote  the  Ebge  of  Voltaire^®  while 
he  waited  here  at  Schatzlar,  among  the  rainy  Mountains. 
Later  on,  as  prospects  altered,  he  was  much  at  Breslao, 
or  running  about  on  civic  errands  with  Breslau  as  centre : 
at  Breslau  he  had  many  Dialogues  with  Professor  Garve, 
— ^in  whose  good,  but  oppressively  solemn,  little  Book, 
more  a  dull-droning  Preachment  than  a  Narrative,  no 
reader  need  look  for  them  or  for  him. 

As  to  the  Eulogy  of  Voltairey  we  may  say  that  it  is  generous, 
ingenious,  succinct ;  and  of  dialect  now  obsolete  to  us.  There 
was  (and  is,  though  suppressed)  another  Eulogy y  brand-new,  by  a 
Contemporary  of  our  own, — ^from  which  I  know  not  if  readers 
will  permit  me  a  sentence  or  two,  in  this  pause  among  the  rainy 
Mountains? 

*  *  *A  wonderful  talent  lay  in  this  man' — (in  Voltaire, 
to  wit ;  ^  such  an  intellect,  the  sharpest,  swiftest  of  the  world^^ 
thinks  our  Contemporary ;  ^  fathoming  you  the  deepest  subject, 
'  to  a  depth  far  beyond  most  men's  soundings,  and  coming  up 

"  In  (Euvres  de  FredSric,  rii.  60  et  seq.  (*  finished,  Nov.  26fch,  1778;) 
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*  with  victory  and  something  wise  and  logically  speakable  to  say 
^  on  it,  sooner  than  any  other  man, — ^never  doubting  but  he  has 
^  been  at  the  bottom,  which  is  from  three  lib  ten  miles  lower  V) — 
^  Wonderful  talent;  but  observe,  always,  if  you  look  closely,  it 
^  was  in  essence  a  mere  talent  for  Speech ;  which  talent  Bavins 
^  and  Maevius  and  the  Jew  Apella  may  admire  without  looking 
^  behind  it,  but  this  Eulogist  by  no  means  will.  Speech,  my 
^friend?  If  your  sublime  talent  of  speech  consists  only  in 
^  making  ignorance  appear  to  be  knowledge,  and  little  wisdom 
'^  appear  to  be  much,  I  will  thank  you  to  walk  on  with  it,  and 
^  apply  at  some  other  shop.     The  qtuxntiti/  of  shops  where  you 

*  can  apply  with  thrice-golden   advantage,  from  the  Morning 

*  Newspapers  to  the  National  Senate,  is  tremendous  at  this  epoch 
^  of  the  poor  world's  history ; — ^go,  I  request  you !   And  while  his 

*  foot  is  on  the  stairs,  descending  from  my  garret,  I  think :  Oh 

*  unfortunate  fellow-creature  in  an  unfortunate  world,  why  is  not 
^  there  a  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  "  elect"  you,  as  he  did  Gundlin^ 
^  to  his  Tobacco  Parliament,  and  there  set  Fassmann  upon  you 

*  with  the  pans  of  burning  peat?     It  were  better  even  for  your- 

*  self ;  wholesomely  didactic  to  your  poor  self,  I  cannot  doubt ; 
'  and  for  the  poor  multitudes  to  whom  you  are  now  to  be  sacred 

*  vatesy  speaking  and  singing  your  dismal  Gundlingiana  as  if  in- 

*'  spired  by  Heaven,  how  infinitely  better ! Courage,  courage  I  • 

^  I  discern,  across  these  hideous  jargons,  the  reign  of  greater  si- 
^  lence  approaching  upon  repentant  men ;  reign  of  greater  silence, 
^  I  say ;  or  else  that  of  annihilation,  which  will  be  the  most  silent 

*  of  all.     *    * 

^  Voltaire,  if  not  a  great  man,  is  a  remarkably  peculiar  one ; 
^  and  did  such  a  work  in  these  Ages  as  will  render  him  long  me- 
^  morable,  more  or  less.  He  kindled  the  infinite  di^*^  dungheap  of 
^  things ;  set  it  blazing  heaven-high ; — and  we  all  thought,  in  the 
*'  French  Revolution  time,  it  would  bum  out  rapidly  into  ashes, 
^  and  then  there  would  a  clear  Upper  Firmament,  if  over  a 
^  blackened  Earth,  be  once  more  vouchsafed  us.  The  flame  is 
^  now  done,  as  I  once  said ;  and  only  the  dull  dimgheap,  smokily 
'  burning,  but  not  now  blazing,  remains, — for  it  was  veiy  datnp, 

*  except  on  the  siuf  ace,  and  is  by  nature  slow  of  combustion :— - 

*  who  knows  but  it  may  have  to  bum  for  centuries  yet,  poisoning 
^  by  its  villanous  mal-odours  the  life-atmosphere  of  all  men  f  Eter- 
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*  nal  Author  of  this  Universe,  whose  throne  is  Truth,  to  whom 
^  all  the  True  are  Sons,  wilt  thou  not  look  down  upon  vf,  then ! 

*  — ^Till  this  sad  process  is  complete,  Voltaire  is  like  to  be  very 
<  memorable/     *     * 

To  Friedrich  the  Winter  was  in  general  tranquil;  a 
Friedrich  busy  preparing  all  things  for  his  grand  Mahren 
Enterprise,  and  for  "  real  work  next  year."  By  and  by, 
there  came  to  be  real  Peace-prospects  instead.  Mean- 
while, the  Austrians  do  try  a  little,  in  the  small  Pandour 
way,  to  dislodge  him  from  the  Upper-Silesian  or  Teschen 
regions,  where  the  Erbprinz  of  Brunswick  is  in  com- 
mand; a  man  not  to  be  pricked  into  gratis  by  Pandours. 
Erbprinz,  accordingly,  provoked  by  their  Pandourings^ 
broke  out  at  last;  and  about  Zuckmantel  instantly 
scourged  them  home,  and  had  peace  after.  Foiled  here, 
they  next  tried  upon  Glatz ;  "  Get  into  his  Glatz  Coun- 
try, then; — a  snatch  of  that  will  balance  the  account" 
(which  was  one  of  Newspaper  glory  only) :  and  a  certain 
Wiirmser  of  theirs,  expert  in  such  things,  did  burn  the 
Town  ofHabelschwert  one  morning  ;^^  and  tried  farther, 
not  wisely  this  time,  a  surprisal  of  Glatz  Fortress  itself; 
but  got  smitten  home  by  our  old  friend  General  Wunsch, 
without  profit  there.  This  was  the  same  Wiirmser  who 
came  to  bad  issues  in  the  Napoleon  time  afterwards ;  a 
rising  man  then ;  not  a  dim  Old-Newspaper  ghost  as  now. 

Most  shameful  this  burning  of  Habelschwert  by  way 
of  mere  bravura,  thinks  Friedrich,  in  a  time  of  actual 
Treaty  for  Peace,  when  our  Congress  of  Teschen  was  just 
struggling  to  get  together !  It  was  the  chief  stroke  done 
by  the  Austrians  in  this  War;  glorious  or  shameful,  we 
will  not  think  of  inquiring.  Nor  in  fact  of  adding  one 
word  more  on  such  a  War, — except,  what  everybody 
longs  for.  That,  November  27th^  1778,  Czarina  Catharine, 

»•  *  18th  January  1779'  (Eodenbeck,  iii  196 ;  Schmettau,  Ac). 
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by  her  Prince  Galitzin  at  Vienna,  intervened  in  the  mat- 
ter, in  a  lofty  way;  and  ended  it.  Czarina  Catharine, — 
small  thanks  to  her,  it  seems,  for  it  was  Friedrich  that 
by  his  industries  and  world-diplomacies,  French  and 
other,  had  got  her  Turks,  who  had  been  giving  trouble 
agam,  compesced  into  peace  for  her;  and  indeed,  to 
Friedrich  or  his  interests,  though  bound  by  Treaty,  she 
had  small  regard  in  taking  this  step,  but  wished  merely 
to  appear  in  German  Politics  as  a  She- Jove, — Czarina 
Catharine  signified,  in  high  and  peremptory  though 
polite  Diplomatic  terms,  at  Vienna,  "  Imperial  Madam, 
how  long  is  such  a  War  to  last?  Be  at  Peace,  both  of 
you;  or — ! — I  shall,  however,  mediate,  if  you  like, 
being  the  hearty  friend  of  both."^^ 

"  Do,"  answers  Maria  Theresa,  whose  finance  is  quite 
out,  whose  motherly  heart  is  almost  broken,  though  a 
young  Kaiser  still  prances  violently,  and  kicks  against  the 
pricks :  "  Do,  your  noble  Czarish  Majesty ;  France,  too,  is 
interfering :  France  and  you  will  decide  what  is  just,  and 
we  will  end."  *  Congress  of  Teschen'  met  accordingly, 
March  lO^A,  1779 :  Teschen,  in  Austrian  Silesia,  where  we 
have  J^een  ;-^Repnin  as  Russian,  Breteuil  the  Frenchman, 
Cobentzl  and  Herzberg  as  Austrian  and  Prussian; — ^and. 
May  \Zth  (in  two  months  time,  not  in  two  weeks,  as 
had  been  expected,  for  there  rose  unexpected  haggles), 
did  close  everything,  firm  as  Diplomacy  could  do  it,  into 
equitable,  or  approximately  equitable  finis :  "  Go  home, 
you  Austria;  quit  your  stolen  Bavaria  (all  but  a  rim  or 
paring,  Circle  of  Burghausen,  since  you  must  have  some- 
thing!): Saxony,  Mecklenburg,  these  must  be  satisfied 
to  moderate  length;  and  therewith  general -45-y(?w-2^?^'^." 

Russia  and  France  were  agreed  on  the  case;  and 
Friedrich,  bitterly  longing  to  have  done  with  it,  had 

»  Copy  of  Gkditzia's  *  Declaration/  in  Fischer,  ii  406-411. 
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said  to  himself  "  In  two  weeks  or  so :"  but  it  proved  feu* 
otherwise.     Never  were  such  hagglings,  provocations, 
and  unreasonable  confusions  as  now  rose.     The  burning 
of  Habelschwert  was  but  a  type  of  them.    .Haggles  on 
the  part  of  worthless  Karl  Theodor,  kindled  by  Joseph 
and  his  Eaunitz,  kicking  against  the  pricks.   Haggles  odl 
Saxony's  part:  "I  claimed  7,000,000?.  sterling,  and  you 
allow  me  600,000/."     "  Better  that  than  nothing,"  an- 
swered Friedrich.   Haggles  with  Mecklenburg :  "Instead 
of  my  Leuchtenberg,  I  get  an  improvement  in  my  Law- 
Courts,  right  of  Judging  without  Appeal;  what  is  that !" 
Haggles  with  the  once  grateful  Duke  of  Zweihriick: 
"  Can't  part  with  my  Burghausen."    "  Suppose  you  had 
had  to  part  with  your  Bavaria  altogether?"     In  short, 
Friedrich,  who  had  gained  nothing  for  himself,  but  such 
infinity  of  outlay  in  all  kinds,  never  saw  such  a  ooil  of 
human  follies  and  cupidities  before;  and  had  to  exhaust 
his  utmost  patience,  submit  to  new  losses  of  his  own,  and 
try  all  his  dexterities  in  pig-driving :  overjoyed,  at  last, 
to  get  out  of  it  on  any  terms.     Outlay  of  Friedrich  is 
about  Two  Millions  sterling,  and  above  10,000  men's 
lives  (his  own  narrowly  not  included),  with  censures, 
criticisms,  provocations  and  botherations  without  end. 
In  return  for  which,  he  has,  truly,  put  a  spoke  in  Aus- 
tria's proud  wheel  for  this  time,  and  managed  to  see  £edr 
play  in  the  Reich ;  which  had  seemed  to  him,  and  seems, 
a  considerable  thing.    By  way  of  codicil,  Austria  agrees 
not  to  chicane  him  in  regard  to  Anspach-Baireuth, — 
how  generous  of  Austria,  after  this  experience ! — 

In  reality,  the  War  was  an  Imaginary  War;  deserv- 
ing on  its  own  score  little  record  anywhere;  to  readers 
here,  requiring  ahnost  less  than  it  has  got.  Schmettau, 
Schoning  and  others,  have  been  abundantly  minute  upon 
it;  but  even  to  soldiers  there  is  little  either  of  interest 
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or  instruction ;  to  us,  all  it  yields  is  certain  Anecdotes 
of  Friedrich's  temper  and  ways  in  that  difficult  predica- 
ment; which,  as  coming  at  first-hand,  gathered  for  us 
by  punctual  authentic  Schmettau,  who  was  constantly 
about  him,  with  eyes  open  and  note-book  ready,  have  a 
kind  of  worth  in  the  Biographic  point  of  view. 

The  Prussian  Soldiery,  of  whom  we  see  a  type  in 
Schmettau,  were  disgusted  with  this  War,  and  called  it, 
in  allusion  to  the  foraging,  A  scramble  for  potatoes, 
^^Der  KartoffeUKrieg^  The  Potato  War;"  which  is  its 
common  designation  to  this  day.  The  Anstrians,  in 
a  like  humour,  called  it  ^^  Zwetschken-RummeV^  (say, 
" Three-button  Loo");  a  game  not  worth  playiog;  espe- 
cially not  at  such  cost.  Combiued  cost  counted  to  have 
been  in  sum  total  4,350,000/.  and  20,000  men.^i  '  The 
Prussian  Army  was  full  of  ardour,  never  abler  for  fighf 
(insists  Schmettau),  which  indeed  seems  to  have  been 
the  fact  on  every  small  occasion; — *  but  fatally  forbidden 
to  try.'  Not  so  fatally  perhaps,  had  Schmettau  looked 
beyond  his  epaulettes ;  was  not  the  thing,  by  that  slow 
method,  got  done?  By  the  swifter  method,  awakening  a 
new  Seven- Years  business,  how  infinitely  costlier  might 
it  have  been ! 

Schmettau's  Narrative^  deducting  the  endless  lament- 
ings,  especially  the  extensive  didactic  digressions,  is  very 
clear,  ocular,  exact;  and,  in  contrast  with  Friedrich's 
own,  is  really  amusing  to  read.  A  Schmettau  giving 
us,  in  his  haggard  light  and  oblique  point  of  vision,  the 
naked  truth,  naked  and  all  in  a  shiver;  a  Friedrich 
striving  to  drape  it  a  little,  and  make  it  comfortable  to 
himself.  Those  bits  of  Anecdotes  in  Schmettau^  clear, 
credible,  as  if  we  had  seen  them,  are  so  many  crevices 
through  which  it  is  curiously  worth  while  to  look. 

«  P)reii88,  iv.  115. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
MiLLEB  Arnold's  lawsuit. 

About  the  Second  Law-Reform,  after  reading  and  again 
reading  much  dreary  detail,  I  can  say  next  to  nothing, 
except  that  it  is  dated  as  beginning  in  1776,  near  thirty 
years  after  Cocceji's;^  that  evidently,  by  what  causes 
is  not  stated,  but  may  be  readily  enough  conjectured 
(in  the  absence  of  Cocceji  by  death,  and  of  a  Friedrich 
by  affairs  of  War),  the  abuses  of  Law  had  again  become 
more  or  less  unendurable  to  this  King;  that  said  abuses 
did  again  get  some  reform  (again  temporary,  such  the 
law  of  Nature,  which  bids  you  sweep  vigorously  your 
kitchen,  though  it  will  next  moment  recommence  the 
gathering  of  dirt  upon  it) ;  and  that,  in  fine,  after  some 
reluctance  in  the  Law  circles,  and  debating  pro  and  con- 
tra^  oral  some  of  it,  and  done  in  the  King's  presence, 
who  is  so  intent  to  be  convinced  and  see  his  practical 
way  in  it,^ — there  was,  as  supplement  to  the  mere  Pro- 
ject or  Theory  of  a  Codex  Fredericiantts  m  Cocceji's 

>  '  In  1748^  Cocceji^B  was  completed ;  '  in  1774-75/  on  oocasion  of  the 
Silesian  Reviews,  Von  Carmer,  Chancellor  of  Silesia,  knowing  of  the 
Sang*B  impatience  at  the  state  of  Law,  presented  snocessiyely  Two  Me- 
moriaU  on  the  subject ;  the  Second  of  which  began,  *  4th  Janoaiy  1776,' 
to  have  visible  fmit. 

*  At  Potsdam,  *  4th  January  1776,^  Debate,  by  solemn  appointmenti 
in  the  King's  Presence  (King  very  unwell),  between  Silesian-Chanoellor 
von  Carmer  and  Grand-Chuicellor  von  Fhrst,  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
Carmer's  ideas ;  old  Fiirst  strong  in  the  negative ; — King,  after  refleodoiif 
determining  to  go  on  nevertheless.    (Bodenbeck,  iii.  131, 133.) 
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time,  an  actual  Prussian  Code  set  about;  Von  Canner, 
the  Silesian  Chancellor,  the  chief  agent :  and  a  First  Folio, 
or  a  First  and  partly  a  Second  of  it,  were  brought  out 
in  Friedrich's  lifetime,  the  remainder  following  in  that 
of  his  Successor;  which  Code  is  ever  since  the  Law  of 
the  Prussiai^  Nation  to  this  day.^  Of  its  worth  as  a 
Code  I  have  heard  favourable  opinions,  comparatively- 
favourable  ;  but  can  myself  say  nothing :  famed  Savigny 
finds  it  superior  in  intelligence  and  law-knowledge  to 
the  Code  NapoUon^ — ^upon  which  indeed,  and  upon  all 
Codes  possible  to  poor  hag-ridden  and  wig-ridden  gene- 
rations like  ours,  Savigny  feels  rather  despet'ate.  Un- 
fortunate mortals  do  want  to  have  their  bits  of  lawsuits 
settled,  nevertheless;  and  have,  on  trial,  found  even 
the  ignorant  Code  NapoUon  a  mighty  benefit  in  com- 
parison to  none ! — 

Readers  all  see  how  this  Second  Prussian  Law-Re- 
form was  a  thing  important  to  Prussia,  of  liveliest  inte- 
rest to  the  then  King  of  Prussia;  and  were  my  know- 
ledge of  it  greater  than  it  is,  this  is  all  I  could  hope  to 
say  of  it  that  would  be  suitable  or  profitable  at  present. 
Let  well-disposed  readers  take  it  up  in  their  imagina- 
tions, as  a  fact  and  mass  of  facts,  very  serious  there  and 
then;  and  colour  with  it  in  some  degree  those  five  or 
six  last  years  of  this  King's  life. 

Connected  with  this  Second  Law-Reform,  and  indeed 
partially  a  source  of  it,  or  provocation  to  go  on  with  it, 
mending  your  speed,  there  is  one  little  Lawsuit,  called 
the  Miller  Arnold  Case,  which  made  an  immense  noise 
in  the  world,  and  is  still  known  by  rumour  to  many 

'  Not  finished  and  promulgated  till  *  5th  Februaiy  1794 ;'  First  Volume 
(containing  Prozess-Ordnung^  Form  of  Procedure,  in  all  its  important  de- 
tails) had  come  out,  *  26th  April  1784'  (Preuss,  iii.  418-422). 
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persons,  who  would  probably  be  thankfiil^  as  certamly  I 
myself  should,  for  some  intelligible  word  on  it.  In  re- 
gard to  which,  and  to  which  alone,  in  this  place,  we  will 
permit  ourselves  a  little  more  detail 

In  the  sandy  moors  towards  the  Silesfcn  border  of 
the  Neumark,  south-west  of  Zullichau, — ^where  we  once 
were,  with  Dictator  Wedell,  fighting  the  Russians  in  a 
tragic  way, — ^there  is,  as  was  casually  then  indicated,  on 
one  of  the  poor  Brooks  trickling  into  Oder,  a  Mill  called 
Krebsmuhle  (CrabmiU);  Millers  of  which  are  a  line  of 
dusty  Arnolds,  laboriously  for  long  generations  grind- 
ing into  meal  the  ryes,  pulses,  barleys  of  that  dim 
region;  who,  and  whose  Crabmill,  in  the  year  1779-80, 
burst  into  a  notoriety  they  little  dreamt  of,  and  became 
famous  in  the  fashionable  circles  of  this  Universe,  where 
an  indistinct  rumour  of  them  lives  to  this  day.     We 
indicated  Arnold  and  his  Mill  in  Wedell's  time ;  Wedell's 
scene  being  so  remote  and  empty  to  readers:  in  fiact, 
nobody  knows  on  what  paltriest  of  moors  a  memorable 
thing  will  not  happen; — ^here,  for  instance,  is  withal 
the  Birdiplace  of  that  Rhyming  miracle,  Frau  Karsch 
(Karschinn,  Karche^a  as  they  call  her),  the  Berlin  lite- 
rary Prodigy,  to  whom  Friedrich  was  not  so  flush  of 
help  as  had  been  expected.     The  child  of  utterly  poor 
Peasants  there;  whose  poverty,  shining  out  as  thrift, 
unweariable  industry  and  stoical  valour,  is  beautiful 
to  me,  still  more  their  poor  little  girl's  bits  of  fortunes, 
'tending  three  cows'  in  the  solitudes  there,  and  gazing 
wistfully  into  Earth  and  Heaven  with  her  ingenuous 
little  soul, — desiring  mainly  one  thing,  that  she  could 
get  Books,  any  Book  whatever;  haviag  half-accidentally 
picked  up  the  art  of  reading,  and  finding  hereabouts 
absolutely  nothing  to  read.     Frau  Earsch,  I  have  no 
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doubt,  knows  the  Crabmill  right  well;  and  can,  to  all 
permissible  lengths,  inform  the  Berlin  Circles  on  this 
point.* 

Crabmill  is  in  Pommerzig  Township,  not  far  from 
Kay: — Zullichau,  Kay,  Palzig,  Crossen,  all  come  to 
speech  agam,  in  this  Narrative;  fancy  how  they  turned 
up  in  Berlin  dinner  circles,  to  Dictator  Wedell,  gray  old 
gentleman,  who  is  now  these  many  years  War-Minister, 
peaceable,  and  well  accepted,  but  remembers  the  flamy 
youth  he  had.  Landlord  of  these  Arnolds  and  their 
Mill  is  Major  Graf  von  Schmettau  (no  connexion  of  our 
Schmettaus), — to  what  insignificantly  small  amount  of 
rent,  I  could  not  learn  on  searching;  101.  annually  is  a 
too  liberal  guess.  Innumerable  things,  of  no  pertinency 
to  us,  are  wearisomely  told,  and  ever  again  told,  while 
the  pertinent  are  often  missed  out,  in  that  dreary  cart- 
load of  Arnold  Law-Papers,  barely  readable,  barely  in- 
telligible, to  the  most  patient  intellect:  with  despatch 
let  us  fish  up  the  small  cardinal  particles  of  it,  and 
arrange  in  some  chronological  or  human  order,  that 
readers  may  form  to  themselves  an  outline  of  the 
thing.  In  1759,  we  mentioned  that  this  Mill  was 
going;   Miller  of  it  an  old   Arnold,   Miller's  Lad   a 

*  See  Jdrdens  (§  Eanchiii),  ii.  607-640.  An  eixoellent  Silenan  Noble^ 
man  lifted  her  miraonlonsly  from  the  Blonghs  of  misery,  landed  her  from 
his  travelling-caTriage  in  the  npper  world  of  Berlin,  'January  1761'  (age 
then  thirty-nine,  husband  Karsch  a  wretched  dronken  Tailor  at  Glo- 
gan,  who  thereupon  enlisted,  and  happily  got  shot  or  finished)  :  Berlin's 
enthnsiasm  was,  and  continued  to  be,  considerable ; — ^Karschin*s  head,  I 
fear,  proved  wealdsh,  though  her  rhyming  faculty  was  great.  Friedrioli 
saw  her  once,  October  1763,  spoke  kindly  to  her  (Dialogue  reported  by 
b6rsel£,  with  a  Chodowiecki  Engraving  to  help,  in  the  Musen-Alnumachg 
ensuing) ;  and  gaye  her  a  10^.,  but  never  much  more : — "  somebody  had 
done  me  ill  with  him,''  thinks  the  Karsdiin  (not  thinking,  *'  Or  perhaps 
nobody  but  my  poor  self,  and  my  weakness  of  head").  She  continued 
rh3rming  and  living, — certain  Principalities  and  High  People  still  stand- 
ing true,— till  *  12th  October  1791.' 
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young.     Here  is  the  subsequent  succession  of  occur- 
rences that  concern  us. 

In  1762,  Young  Arnold,  as  I  dimly  gather,  had  got  married, 
apparently  a  Wife  with  portion ;  bought  the  Mill  from  his  Father, 
he  and  Wife  co-possessors  thenceforth; — ^Rosine  his  Spouse' 
figuring  jointly  in  all  these  Law-Papers ;  and  the  Spouse  espe- 
cially as  a  most  shifty  htigant.  There  they  continue  totally 
silent  to  mankind  for  about  eight  years.  Happy  the  Nation, 
much  more  may  we  say  the  Household,  *  whose  Public  History  is 
blank.'    But  in  the  eighth  year. 

In  1770,  Freyherr  Baron  von  Gersdorf  in  Kay,  who  lies 
farther  up  the  stream,  bethinks  him  of  Fish-husbandry ;  makes 
a  Fish-pond  to  himself,  and  for  part  supply  thereof,  lays  some 
beam  or  weir  across  the  poor  Brook,  and  deducts  a  part  of  Ar- 
nold's water. 

In  1773,  the  Arnolds  fall  into  arrear  of  rent:  "Want  of 
water;  Fishpond  spoils  our  water,"  plead  they  to  Major  Graf  von 
Schmettau.  "Prosecute  Von  Gersdorf,  then,"  says  Schmettau: 
"  I  must  have  my  rent  1  You  shall  have  time,  lengthened  terms ; 
but  pay  theuy  or  else —  T  For  four  years  the  Arnolds  tried  more 
or  less  to  pay,  but  never  could,  or  never  did  completely :  during 
which  period  Major  von  Schmettau  had  them  up  in  his  Court  of 
Pommerzig, — ^manorial  or  feudal  kind  of  Court ;  I  think  it  is 
more  or  less  his,  though  he  does  not  sit  there ;  and  an  Advocate, 
not  of  his  appointing,  though  probably  of  his  accepting,. dispenses 
justice  there.  Schlecker  is  the  Advocate's  name ;  acquitted  by 
all  Official  people  of  doing  anything  wrong.  No  appearance  that 
the  Herr  Graf  von  Schmettau  put  hand  to  the  balances  of  justice 
in  this  Court ;  with  his  eye,  however,  who  knows  but  he  might 
act  on  them  more  or  less  I  And,  at  any  rate,  be  suspected  by 
distressed  Arnolds,  especially  by  a  distressed  Frau  Arnold,  of 
doing  so.  The  Frau  Arnold  had  a  strong  suspicion  that  way; 
and  seems  to  have  risen  occasionally  upon  Schlecker,  who  did 
once  order  the  poor  woman  to  be  locked  up  for  contempt  of 
Court :  "  Only  two  hours !"  asseverates  Schlecker  afterwards ; 
after  which  she  came  out  cool  and  respectful  to  Court. 

Not   the.  least   account   survives   of   those   procedures   in 
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Schlecker^s  Court;  but  by  accident,  after  many  readings,  you 
light  upon  a  little  fact  which  does  shed  a  transient  ray  over  them. 
Namely,  that  already  in  1775,  four  years  before  the  Case  became 
audible  in  Official  circles,  much  more  in  general  society,  Frau 
Arnold  had  seized  an  opportimity,  Majesty  being  at  Crossen  in 
those  neighbourhoods,  and  presented  a  Petition :  "  Oh,  just  King, 
appoint  a  Military  Commission  to  investigate  our  business ;  im- 
partial Officers  will  speedily  find  out  the  facts,  and  decide  what 
is  just  !"*  Which  denotes  an  irritating  experience  in  Schlecker^s 
Court.  Certain  it  is,  Schlecker's  Court  did,  in  this  tedious  har- 
assing way,  decide  against  Fraii  Arnold  in  every  point.  "  Pay 
Herr  Graf  von  Schmettau,  or  else  disappear ;  prosecute  Von 
Gersdorf,  if  you  like  T  And,  in  fine,  as  the  Arnolds  could  not 
pay  up,  nor  see  any  daylight  through  prosecuting  Baron  von 
Gersdorf,  the  big  gentleman  in  Kay, — Schlecker,  after  some 
five  years  of  this,  decreed  Sale  of  the  Mill : — ^and  sold  it  was. 
In  Ziillichau,  September  7th,  1778,  there  is  Auction  of  the 
Mill ;  Herr  Landeinnehmer  (Cess-Colkctor)  Kuppisch  bought  it ; 
knocked  down  to  him  for  the  moderate  sum  of  600  thalers,  or 
901.  sterling,  and  the  Arnolds  are  an  ousted  f anuly.  ^  September 
7th,' — Potato-War  just  closing  its  sad  Campaign ;  tomorrow, 
march  for  Trautenau,  thirty  horses  to  a  gun. — 

The  Arnolds  did  make  various  attempts  and  appeals 
to  the  Neumark  Regierung  (College  of  Judges);  but  it 
was  without  the  least  result.  "  Schlecker  right  in  every 
point;  Gersdorf  right,"  answered  the  College:  "go,  will 
you !"  A  Mill  forfeited  by  every  Law,  and  fallen  to  the 
highest  bidder.  Cess-Collector  Kuppisch,  it  was  soon 
known,  had  sold  his  purchase  to  Von  Gersdorf:  " Hah!" 
said  the  rural  public,  smelling  something  bad.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  Von  Gersdorf  is  become  proprietor  both  of 
Pond  and  Mill;  and  it  is  not  to  the  ruined  Arnolds  that 
Schlecker  law  can  seem  an  admirable  sample. 

And  truly,  reading  over  those  barrow-loads  of  plead- 
ings and  relationes^  one  has  to  admit  that,  taken  as  a 

«  PreuBS,  iii.  382. 
VOL.  VI.  RR 
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reason  for  seeing  oneself  ruined,  and  one's  Mill  become 
the  big  gentleman's  who  fancies  carp,  they  do  seem 
considerably  insufficient.  The  Law-Pleadings  are  duly 
volimiinous.  Barrow-loads  of  them,  dreariest  reading  in 
Creation,  remain;  going  into  aU  manner  of  questions, 
proving,  irom  Grotius  and  others,  that  landlords  have 
rights  upon  private  rivers,  and  another  sort  upon  public 
ditto;  that  Von  Gersdorf,  by  Law  of  1566,  had  verily 
the  right  to  put  down  his  Fishpond, — whether  Schmettau 
the  duty  to  indemnify  Arnold  for  the  same?  that  is  not 
touched  upon :  nor,  singular  to  say,  is  it  anywhere 
made  out,  or  attempted  to  be  made  out.  How  much  of 
water  Arnold  lost  by  the  Pond,  much  less  what  degree 
of  real  impediment,  by  loss  of  his  own  time,  by  loss  of 
his  customers  (tired  of  such  waiting  on  a  null),  Arnold 
suffered  by  the  Pond.  This,  which  you  would  have 
thought  the  soul  of  the  matter,  is  absolutely  left  out; 
altogether  unsettled, — after,  I  think,  four,  or  at  least 
three,  express  Conmiissions  had  sat  on  it,  at  successive 
times,  with  the  most  esteemed  hydraulic  sages  opining 
and  examining; — and  remains,  like  the  part  of  Hamlet, 
omitted  by  particular  desire.  No  wonder  Frau  Arnold 
begged  for  a  Military  Commission;  that  is  to  say,  a  deci- 
sion from  rational  human  creatures,  instead  of  juridical 
wigs  proceeding  at  this  rate. 

It  was  some  time  in  1775  that  Rosine  (what  we  reck- 
oned a  very  elucidative  point !)  had  given-in'her  Petition 
to  the  King  at  Crossen,  showing  how  ill  Schlecker  was 
using  them.  She  now,  *  about  May-day  1779,'  in  a  new 
Petition,  referred  to  that,  and  again  begged  a  Commis- 
sion of  Soldier-people  to  settle  it.  May  4th,  1779, — 
King  not  yet  home,  but  coming,^ — King's  Cabinet,  on 
Order,  *  sends  this  to  Justice-Department;'  nothing  said 

•  *  Arrived  at  Berlin,  May  27th'  (B5denbeck,  iii  201). 
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on  it,  the  existence  of  the  Petition  sufficiently  saying. 
Justice-Department  thereupon  demands  the  Law-Re- 
cords, documentary  Narrative  of  rea  Arnold,  from  Ciis- 
trin;  finds  all  right:  "Peace,  ye  Arnolds;  what  would 
you  have  ?"'' 

Same  year  1779  (no  express  date),  Grand-Chancellor 
von  Fiirst,  being  at  Custrin^  officially  examining  the  con- 
dition of  Law-matters,  Frau  Arnold  failed  not  to  try  there 
also  with  a  Petition :  "  See,  great  Law-gentleman  come 
to  reform  abuses,  can  that  possibly  be  Law ;  or  if  so,  is  it 
not  Injustice  as  well?"  "  Tush !"  aoswered  Fiirst; — ^for 
I  believe  Law-people,  ever  since  this  new  stringency  of 
Eoyal  vigilance  upon  them,  are  plagued  with  such  com- 
plaints from  Dorfehips  and  dark  greedy  Peasant  people; 
**  Tush !"  and  flung  it  promptly  into  his  waste-basket. 

Is  there  no  hope  at  all,  then?  Arnold  remembers 
that  a  Brother  of  his  is  a  Prussian  soldier;  and  that  he 
has  for  Colonel,  Prince  Leopold  of  Brunswick,  a  Prince 
always  kind  to  the  poor.  The  Leopold  Regiment  lies 
'  at  Frankfurt :  try  Prince  Leopold  by  that  channel.  Prince 
Leopold  listened; — ^the  Soldier  Arnold  probably  known 
to  him  as  rational  and  respectable.  .  Prince  Leopold 
now  likewise  applies  to  Fiirst :  "  A  defect,  not  of  Law, 
Herr  Eanzler,  but  of  Equity,  there  does  seem.  Schmet- 
tau  had  a  right  to  his  rent;  Von  Gersdorf,  by  Deed  of 
1666,  to  his  Pond :  but  the  Arnolds  had  not  water,  and 
have  lost  their  Mill.  Could  not  there,"  suggests  Leo- 
pold, **be  appointed,  without  noise  of  any  kind,  a  Com- 
mission of  neutral  people,  strangers  to  the  Neumark,  to 
search  this  matter  to  the  actual  root  of  it,  and  let  Equity 
ensue?"  To  whom  also  Fiirst  answers,  though  in  a 
politer  shape,  "  Tush,  Durchlaucht!  Every  man  to  his 
trade!" 

T  Preutt,  ill  882. 
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So  that  Prince  Leopold  himself,  the  King's  own 
Nephew,  proves  futile?  Some  think  Leopold  did,  this 
very  Autumn,  casually,  or  as  if  casually,  mention  the 
matter  to  the  King, — ^whose  mind  is  imeasily  awake  to 
all  such  cases,  knowing  what  a  buckram  set  his  Lawyers 
are.  'At  the  Reviews,'  as  these  people  say,  Leopold 
could  not  have  done  it;  there  being,  this  Year,  no  Re- 
views, merely  return  of  King  and  Army  from  the  Bava- 
rian War.  But  during  August,  and  on  into  September 
this  Year,  it  is  very  evident,  there  was  a  Visit  of  the 
Brunswick  Family  at  Potsdam;^  Leopold's  Mamma  and 
certain  of  his  Brothers, — of  which.  Colonel  Prince  Leo- 
pold, though  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Books, 
may  very  possibly  have  been  permitted,  for  a  day  or 
two,  to  form  part,  for  Mamma's  behoof  and  his  own; 
and  may  have  made  his  casual  observation,  at  some 
well -chosen  moment,  with  the  effect  intended.  In 
which  case,  Leopold  was  by  no  means  futile,  but 
proved,  after  all,  to  be  the  saving  clause  for  the 
Arnolds. 

Gallant  young  fellow,  one  loves  to  believe  it  of  him; 
and  to  add  it  to  the  one  other  fact  now  known  of  him, 
which  was  also  beautiful,  though  tragic.  Six  years  after. 
Spring  1785,  Oder  River,  swollen  by  rains,  was  in  wild 
deluge ;  houses  in  the  suburbs  like  to  be  washed  away. 
Leopold,  looking  on  it  from  the  Bridge  or  shore,  perhaps 
partly  with  an  Official  eye,  saw  the  inhabitants  of  some 
houses  like  to  be  drowned;  looked  wildly  for  assistance, 
but  found  none;  and  did,  himself,  in  uncontrollable 
pity,  dash  off  in  a  little  boat,  through  the  wild-eddjing 
surges ;  and  got  his  own  death  there,  himself  drowned 
in  struggling  to  save  others.  Which  occasioned  loud 
lamentation  in  the  world;  in  his  poor  Mother's  heart 
•  Bodenbeck,  iii.  206  et  seq. 
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what  unnamable  voiceless  lamentation  !^  He  had  founded 

a  Garrison  School  at  Frankfurt;  spared  no  expenditure 

of  pams  or  of  money.    A  man  adored  in  Frankfort.    *  His 

*  Brother  Friedrich,  in  memory  of  him,  presented,  next 

*  year,  the  Uniform  in  which  Leopold  was  drowned,  to 
'  the  Freemason  Lodge  of  Berlin,  of  which  he  had  been 
'  member.'^^    Sunt  lacrymce  rerum. 

But  to  return  to  the  Arnolds,  and  have  done  with 
them :  for  we  are  now,  by  Leopold's  help  or  otherwise, 
got  to  the  last  act  of  that  tedious  business. 

August  2l8t,  1779  (these  high  Brunswickers  still  at 
Potsdam,  if  that  had  any  influence),  the  Arnolds  again 
make  Petition  to  the  King :  "  Alas,  no  justice  yet.  your 
Majesty!"  "  Shall  we  never  see  the  end  of  this,  then?" 
thinks  the  King :  "  some  Soldier,  with  human  eyes,  let 
him,  attended  by  one  of  their  Law-wigs,  go  upon  the 
ground;  and  search  it!"  And,  next  day,  having  taken 
Protocol  of  the  Arnold  Complaint,  issues  Cabinet  Order, 
or  King's  Message  to  the  Custrin  Law- wigs :  "  Colonel 
Heucking"  (whose  regiment  lies  in  Ziillichau  district,  a 
punctual  enough  man),  "he  shall  be  the  Soldier;  to 
whom  do  you  adjoin  what  member  of  your  Court  you 
think  the  fittest :  and  let,  at  last,  justice  be  done.  And 
swift,  if  you  please !" 

The  Custrin  Regierung,  without  delay,  name  JRegier- 
ungS'Raih  Neumann;  who  is  swiftly  ready,  as  is  Colonel 
Heucking  swiftly, — and  they  two  set  out  together  up 
the  Pommerzig  Brook,  over  that  moor  Country;  investi- 
gating, pondering,  hearing  witnesses,  and  no  doubt  con- 
sulting, and  diligently  endeavouring  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  this  poor  Arnold  question.    For  how  many  September 

•  Friedrich'B  Letter  to  her :  (Euvres  de  Fredhic,  xxvii.  i.  351  (*  12th 
May  17850.  »  Militair-Lexikan,  i  247. 
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days,  I  know  not :  everybody  knows,  however,  that  th^ 
could  not  agree;  hi  other  words,  that  they  saw  two  bot- 
toms to  it, — ^the  Law-gentleman  one  bottom,  the  Soldier 
another.  .  "  True  bottom  is  abready  there,"  argued  the 
Law-gentleman :  "  confirm  Decision  of  Court  in  every 
point."  "  No  J  Arnold  has  lost  water,  has  suffered 
wrong,"  thinks  Heucking;  "that  is  the  true  bottom." 
And  so  they  part,  each  with  his  own  opinion.  Neumann 
affirmed  afterwards,  that  the  Colonel  came  with  a  pre- 
determination that  way,  and  even  that  he  said,  once  or 
oftener,  in  his  eagerness  to  persuade  :  "  His  Majesty 
has  got  it  into  his  thought;  there  will  be  nothing  but 
trouble  if  you  persist  in  that  notion."  To  which  vir^ 
tuous  Neumann  was  deaf.  Neumann  also  says,  The 
Colonel,  acquainted  with  Austrian  enemies,  but  not  with 
Law,  had  brought  with  him  his  Regiment's- Auditor,  one 
Bech,  formerly  a  Law-practitioner  in  Crossen  (readers 
know  Crossen,  and  Ex-Dictator  Wedell  does), — ^Law- 
practitioner  in  Crossen;  who  had  been  in  strife  with  the 
Clistrin  Regierung^  under  rebuke  from  them  (too  impor- 
tunate for  some  of  his  pauper  clients,  belike) ;  was  a 
cunning  fellow  too,  and  had  the  said  Regierung  in  ill- 
will.  An  adroit  feUow  Bech  might  be,  or  must  have 
been;  but  his  now  office  of  Regiment's- Auditor  is  cer- 
tificate of  honesty, — ^good,  at  least,  against  Neumann. 

Neumann's  Court  was  silent  about  these  Neumann 
surmises;  but  said  afterwards,  ^^  Heucking  had  not  gcme 
to  the  bottom  of  the  thing."  This  was  in  a  subsequent 
report,  some  five  or  six  weeks  subsequent.  Their  pre- 
sent report  they  redacted  to  the  effect,  "  All  correct  as 
it  stood,"  without  once  mentioning  Heucking.  Gave  it 
in,  27th  September;  by  which  time  Heucking's  also  was 
in,  and  had  made  a  strong  impression  on  his  Majesty. 
Presmnably  an  honest,  intelligible  report;  though,  by 
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ill-luck  for  the  curious,  it  is  now  lost;  among  the 
bairow-loads  of  vague  wigged  stuff,  this  one  Piece,  pro- 
bably human,  is  not  to  be  discovered. 

Friedrich's  indignation  at  the  Ciistrin  report,  '  Per- 
fectly correct  as  it  stood,^  and  no  mention  of  Heucking 
or  his  dissent,  was  considerable:  already,  27th  Sep- 
tember,— that  is,  on  the  very  day  while  those  Ciistrin 
people  were  signing  their  provoking  report, — Friedrich, 
confident  in  Heucking,  had  transmitted  to  his  Supreme 
Board  of  Justice  (Kammergericht)  the  impartial  Heuck- 
ing's  account  of  the  affair,  with  order,  "  See  there,  an 
impartial  human  account,  clear  and  circimistantial  {deuU 
Itches  und  ganz  umstandliches)^  going  down  to  the  true 
roots  of  the  business :  swift,  get  me  justice  for  these  Ar- 
nolds !"^^  Scarcely  was  this  gone,  when,  September  29th, 
the  Custrin  impertinence,  '  Perfectly  right  as  it  stood,' 
came  to  hand;  kindling  the  King  into  hot  provocation; 
**  extreme  displeasure,  diisserstes  MisfaUen^^^  as  his  An- 
swer bore :  "  Rectify  me  all  that  straightway,  and  relieve 
these  Arnolds  of  their  injuries !"  You  Pettifogging  Pe-  • 
dant  Knaves,  bring  that  Arnold  matter  to  order,  will 
you;  you  had  better! — 

The  Custrin  Knaves,  with  what  feelings  I  know  not, 
proceed  accordingly;  appoint  a  new  Commission,  one  or 
more  Lawyers  in  it,  and  at  least  one  Hydraulic  Gentle- 
man in  it,  Schade  the  name  of  him;  who  are  to  go  upon 
the  ground,  hear  witnesses,  and  the  like.  Who  went 
accordingly;  and  managed,  not  too  £ast.  Hydraulic 
Schade  rather  disagreeing  from  the  Legal  Gentlemen,  to 
produce  a  Report,  reported  upon  by  the  Custrin  Court, 
28th  October:  "  That  there  is  one  error  found:  6Z.  12^. 
as  value  of  com  left,  clearly  Arnold's  that,  when  his 
MUl  was  sold ;  that,  with  this  improvement,  all  is  now 

»  Preuas,  iii.  489. 
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correct  to  the  uttermost;  and  that  Heucking  had  not 
investigated  things  to  the  bottom."  By  some  accident, 
this  Report  did  not  come  at  once  to  Friedrich,  or  had 
escaped  his  attention; . so  that — 

November  21st,  matters  hanging  fire  in  this  way, 
Frau  Arnold  applies  again,  by  Petition  to  his  Majesty; 
upon  which  is  new  Royal  Order,  ^^  far  more  patient  than 
might  have  been  expected :  "  In  Grod's  name,  rectify  me 
that  Arnold  matter,  and  let  us  at  last  see  the  end  of 
it !"  To  which  the  Custriners  answer :  "  All  is  rectified, 
your  Majesty,  Frau  Arnold,  in  her  Petition,  has  not 
mentioned  that  she  gained  6/-  125.;" — important  item, 
that;  61.  12s,  for  com  left  (clearly  Arnold's  that,  when 
his  Mill  was  sold) !  "  Our  sentence  we  cannot  alter;  a 
Court's  sentence  is  alterable  only  by  appeal;  your  Ma- 
jesty decides  where  the  appeal  is  to  lie !"  Friedrich's 
patience  is  now  wearing  out;  but  he  does  not  yet  give 
way :  "  Berlin  Kammergericht  be  yoiir  Appeal  Court," 
decides  he,  28th  November :  and  will  admit  of  no  delay 
on  the  Kanmxergericht's  part  either.  "  Papers  all  at 
Cttstrin,  say  you?  Send  for  them  by  express;  they  will 
come  in  one  day :  be  swift,  I  say !" 

Chancellor  Fiirst  is  not  a  willing  horse  in  this  case; 
but  he  is  obliged  to  go.  December  7th,  Kammergericht 
sits  on  the  Arnold  Appeal;  Kammergericht's  view  is: 
"  Custrin  Papers  all  here,  not  the  least  delay  permitted; 
you.  Judge  Rannsleben,  take  these  Papers  to  you ;  down 
upon  them :  let  us,  if  himianly  possible,  have  a  Report 
by  tomorrow."  Rannsleben  takes  the  Papers  in  hand, 
December  7th;  works  upon  them  all  day,  and  all  night 
following,  at  a  rate  of  energy  memorable  among  Legal 
gentlemen;  and  December  8th,  attends  with  lucid  Re- 
port upon  them,  or  couple  of  Reports;  one  on  Arnold 

"  Preuss,  iii.  490. 
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versus  Schmettau,  in  six  folios;  one  on  Arnold  versus 
Gersdorf,  in  two  ditto;  draws  these  two  Documents 
from  his  pocket,  December  8th;  reads  them  in  as- 
sembled Court  (six  of  the  Judges  present^^), — ^which, 
with  marked  thankfulness  to  the  swift  Rannsleben,  at 
once  adopts  his  Report,  and  pronounces  upon  the  Ciis- 
trin  Raths,  "Right  in  every  particular."  Witness  our 
hands :  every  one  affixing  his  signature,  as  to  a  matter 
happily  got  done  with. 

It  was  Friday  10th  December  1779,  before  Fried- 
rich  got  this  fine  bit  of  news;  Saturday  11th,  before  he 
authentically  saw  their  Sentence.  He  is  lying  miser- 
ably ill  of  gout  in  the-Schloss  of  Berlin;  and  I  suppose, 
since  his  Father,  of  blessed  memory,  took  cudgel  to  cer- 
tain Judges  and  knocked  out  teeth  from  them,  and  broke 
the  judicial  crowns,  nobody  in  that  Schloss  has  been  in 
such  humour  against  men  of  Law.  "  Attend  me  here 
at  2  P.M.  with  the  Three  Raths  who  signed  in  Arnold's 
Case:"  Saturday,  about  11  a.m.,  Chancellor  Fiirst  re- 
ceives this  command;  gets  Rannsleben,  and  two  others, 
Friedel,  Graun, — ^and  there  occurred  such  a  scene — 
But  it  will  be  better  to  let  Rannsleben  himself  tell  the 
story;  who  has  left  an  Autobiography^  punctually  cor- 
rect, to  all  appearance,  but  except  this  alone  notable 
passage  of  it,  still  unpublished,  and  like  to  continue  so : 

'  Berlin^  Tuesday y  7th  December  1779,'  says  Rannsleben  (let 
him  tell  it  again  in  his  own  words),  ^  the  ActOj  which  had  arrived 

*  from  Ciistrin  in  re  Miller  Arnold  and  his  Wife  versus  Landrath 

*  von  Gersdorf,  as  also  those,  in  the  same  matter,  versus  Count 

*  von  Schmettau,  were  assigned  to  me,  to  be  reported  on  qudm 
'  primiim; — our  President  von  Reheur/  President  of  the  Supreme 
Kammergericht  (King's-Chamber  Tribunal,  say  Exchequer  High 

>'  Preufls,  iii.  496. 
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Court,  or  Collegivan)y  whereof  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
the  Seven  Judges,  or  Bathsy — *  our  President  von  Rebeur  enjoin- 
^  ing  me  to  make  such  utmost  despatch  that  mj  Beport  on  both 
^  these  sets  of  Papers  might  be  read  to  the  assembled  Court  next 

*  day;  whereby  said  Court  might  then  and  there  be  enabled  to 

*  pronounce  judgment  on  the  same.  I  at  once  set  to  work ;  went 
'  on  with  it  all  night ;  and  on  the  morrow  I  brought  both  my 

*  Reports  (Belaiiories)^ — one  referring  to  the  Gkrsdorf,  the  other 
to  the  Schmettau  part  of  the  suit, — ^  one  of  six  sheets,  the  other 
^  of  two  sheets,  to  the  Kammergericht ;  where  both  Eelationes 

*  were  read.  There  were  present,  besides  me,  the  following  six 
<  members  of  the  Collegium:  President  von  £ebeur.  Baths  Uhl, 

*  Friedel,  Bjbrcheisen,  Graun,  Gassier. 

^  Appellant,'  as  we  all  know,  ^  was  Miller  Arnold ;  and  along 

*  with  ike  Acta  were  various  severe  Cabinet-Orders,  in  which  the 
^  King,  who  had  taken  quite  particular  notice  of  the  Case,  posi- 
^  tively  enjoined.  That  Miller  Arnold  should  have  justice  done 
^  him.  The  Eang  had  not,  however,  given  formally  any  autho- 
^  ritative  Decision  of  his  own  (keinm  eigentlichen  Macktspruch 
^  geikan)y  which  might  have  given  us  pause,  though  not  full-stop 
by  any  means :  ^  but,  in  his  Order  to  the  Kammei^richt,  had 
^  merely  said,  we  were  to  decide  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and 

*  then  at  once  inform  his  Majesty  how.'  With  the  speed  of  light 
or  of  thought,  Bannsleben  hardly  done  reading,  this  Kanmier- 
gericht  decided, — ^it  is  well  known  how:  "In  the  King^s  name; 
Bight  in  every  particular,  you  Ciistrin  Gentlemen; — ^which  be 
so  good  as  publish  to  parties  concerned  T 

Beport  of  Kammergerichf  s  Judgment  to  this  effect,  for  be- 
hoof of  Ciistrin,  was  at  once  got  under  way ;  and  Kanunergericht, 
in  regard  to  his  Majesty,  agreed  merely  to  announce  the  fact  in 
that  quarter:  "Judgment  arrived  at,  please  your  Majesty; — 
Judgment  already  under  way  for  Ciistrin :" — ^you,  Bannsleben, 
without  saying  what  the  Judgment  is,  you  again  write  for  us. 
And  Bannsleben  does  so ;  writes  the  above  little  Message  to  his 
Majesty,  *  which  got  to  the  King^s  hand,  Friday,  December  10th. 

*  And  the  same  day,'  continues  Bannsleben,  *  the  King  despatched 

*  a  very  severe  Cabinet-Order  to  Minister  von  Domberg,' — ^head 
of  the  Department  to  which  the  Elammergericht  belongs, — *  de- 
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*  manding  a  Copy  of  the  Judgment.    Which  order  was  at  once 

*  obeyed. 

'  Hereupon,  on  Saturday,  about  11  A.M.,  there  came  to  Grand- 
<  Chancellor  von  Fiirst,'  sublime  head  of  us  and  of  all  Lawyers, 
^  a  Cabinet-Order,  ^  Appear  before  me  here,  this  day,  at  2  o'clock ; 
^  and  bring  with  you  your  Three  Kammergericht  Kaths  who  drew 
^  up  (miniitirt)  the  Judgment  in  the  Arnold  Case." '  Message 
bodeful  to  Fiirst  and  the  Three  Baths. 

'  Notay  says  Bannsleben  here,  ^  the  King  is  under  the  impreeh 
^  sion  that,  in  judging  a  Case,  Three  Raths  are  always  employed, 

*  and  therefore  demands  Three,  of  us.  But,  properly,  all  the 
^  above-named  Six  ifm&m  CoUegHy  besides  myself,  ought  to  have 
^  gone  to  the  Palace,  or  else  I  alone.'  On  some  points,  an  ill- 
informed  King.    Bannsleben  continues : 

^  President  yon  Bebeur  came  to  me  in  his  carriage,  at  a  quar- 
^  ter  to  12 ;  told  me  of  the  King's  Order;  and  said,  as  the  King 
^  demanded  only  Three  Baths,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
'  name  me  and  Baths  Friedel  and  Kircheisen,  my  usual  partners 
^  in  Judgment  business.  Finding,  however,  on  looking  into  the 
^  Sentence  itself,  that  Kircheisen  was  not  amongst  the  signers  of 
'  it,  he'  (Bebeur)  ^  named,  instead  of  him,  Bath  Graun,  who  was. 
'  For  the  Herr  President  appreh^ided  the  Eling  might  demand 
^  to  see  our  Sentence  in  Originali,  and  would  then  be  angry  that 
^  a  person  had  been  sent  to  him  who  had  not  signed  the  same. 
'  President  von  Bebeur  instructed  me  farther.  That  I,  as  Be- 
^  porter  in  the  Case,  was  to  be  spokesman  at  the  Palace ;  and 
'  should  explain  to  his  Majesty  the  reasons  which  had  weighed 
^  with  the  Kammergericht  in  coming  to  such  decision. 

*  To  my  dear  Wife  I,'  as  beseemed  a  good  husband,  *  said  no- 

*  thing  of  all  this;  confiding  it  only  to  my  Father-in-law,  who 
^  tried  to  cheer  me.    Nor,  indeed,  did  I  feel  any  fear  within  me, 

*  being  persuaded  in  my  conscience  that,  in  this  decision  of  the 
'  Arnold  Case,  I  had  proceeded  according  to  the  best  of  my 

*  knowledge  and  conviction. 

*  At  1  o'clock  I  drove  to  the  Grand-Chancellor's,  where  I 
'  found  the  Baths  Friedel   and  Graun  already  arrived.     The 

*  Chancellor,'  old  Fiirst,  *  instructed  us  as  to  what  we  had  to  do 

*  when  we  came  before  the  King.     And  then,  towards  2  o'clock, 
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*  he  took  us  in  his  carriage  to  the  Palace.  We  entered  the  room 
^  immediately  at  the  end  of  the  Great  Hall.     Here  we  found  a 

*  heyduc'  (tall  porter),  *  by  whom  the  Chancellor  announced  to  the 

*  Eang  that  we  were  here.     Heyduc  soon  came  back  to  inquire, 

*  Whether  the  Cdbmet9-Batk  Stellter/  a  Secretary  or  Short-hand 
writer  of  his  Majest/s,  *  had  arrived  yet ;  and  whether  we'  (trp, 
what  a  doubt  I)  *  were  Privy  Councillors.    We  were  then  shortly 

*  after  shown  in  to  the  King.    We  passed  through  three  rooms, 

*  the  second  of  which  was  that  in  which  stands  the  Confideiiz 

*  TafeV  (Table  that  goes  by  pulleys  through  the  floor,  and  comes 
up  refurnished,  when  you  wish  to  be  specially  private  with  your 
friends).     ^  In  the  fourth,  a  small  room  with  one  window,  was 

*  the  King.  The  Chancellor  walked  first ;  I  followed  him  close ; 
^  behind  me  came  the  Rath  Friedel,  and  then  Graun.   Some  way 

*  within,  opposite  the  door,  stood  a  screen ;  with  our  backs  to 

*  this,*  the  King-ward  side  of  this,  *we  ranged  ourselves,' — ^in  re- 
spectful row  of  Four,  Fiirst  at  the  inward  end  of  us  (right  or  left 
is  no  matter).  *  The  King  sat  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  so  that 
^  he  could  look  point-blank  at  us ;  he  sat  with  his  back  to  the 

*  chimney,  in  which  there  was  a  fire  burning.  He  had  on  a  worn 

*  hat,  of  the  clerical  shape'  (old-military  in  fact,  not  a  shovel  at 
all) ;  ^casaaqain^  short  dressing-gown,  *  of  red-brown  (mordore) 

*  velvet ;  black  breeches,  and  boots  which  came  quite  up  over  the 
^  knee.  His  haii:  was  not  dressed.  Three  little  benchlets  or 
^  stools,  covered  with  green  doth,  stood  before  him,  on  which  he 

*  had  his  feet  lyin^  (terribly  ill  of  gout).  *  In  his  lap  he  had  a 
^  sort  of  muff,  with  one  of  his  hands  in  it,  which  seemed  to  be 
'  giving  him  great  pain.  In  the  other  hand  he  held  our  Sentence 

*  on  the  Arnold  Case.  He  lay  reclining  {lag)  in  an  easy-chair ; 
'  at  his  left  stood  a  table,  with  various  papers  on  it, — and  two 

*  gold  snuff-boxes,  richly  set  with  brilliants,  from  which  he  kept 
^  taking  snuff  now  and  then* 

*  Besides  us,  there  was  present  in  the  room  the  Cabinets- 
'  Rath  Stellter^  (of  the  short-hand),  ^  who  stood  at  a  desk,  and 

*  was  getting  ready  for  writing.  The  King  looked  at  us,  saying, 
"  Come  nearer  T  Whereupon  we  advanced  another  step,  and  were 

*  now  within  less  than  two  steps  of  him.    He  addressed  himself  to 

*  us  three  Eaths,  taking  no  notice  at  all  of  the  Grand-Chancellor : 
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King.  "  Is  it  you  who  drew  up  the  judgment  in  the  Arnold 
"case?" 

We  (especially  I,  with  a  bow),  "  Yea." 

*  The  King  then  turned  to  the  Rath  FriedeF  (to  Friedel,  as 
the  central  figure  of  the  Three^  perhaps  as  the  portUest,  though 
poor  Friedel,  except  signing,  had  little  cognizance  of  the  thing, 
in  which  not  he  but  Eannsleben  was  to  have  been  spokesman), 

*  and  addressed  to  Friedel  those  questions,  of  which,  with  their 

*  answers,  there  is  Protocol  published,  under  Royal  authority,  in 

*  the  Berlin  newspapers  of  December  14th,  1779  ;'**  Short-hand 
Stellter  taking  down  what  was  said, — ^uite  accurately,  testifies 
Rannsleben.  From  Stellter  (that  is  to  say  from  the  *  Protocol' 
just  mentioned),  or  from  Stellter  and  Rannsleben  together,  we 
continue  the  Dialogue : 

^  King  to  Friedel'  (in  the  tone  of  a  Rhadamanthus  suffering 
from  gout).  "  To  give  sentence  against  a  Peasant  from  whom 
"  you  have  taken  wagon,  plough,  and  everything  that  enables 
^'  him  to  get  his  living,  and  to  pay  his  rent  and  taxes :  is  that 
"  a  thing  that  can  be  done  I" 

Friedel  (and  the  two  Mutes,  bowing).  "  No." 

King.  "  May  a  Miller  who  has  no  water,  and  consequently 
'*  cannot  grind,  and,  therefore,  not  earn  anything,  have  his  mill 
"  taken  from  him,  on  account  of  his  not  having  paid  his  rent : 
«  is  that  just  r 

Friedel  (and  Mutes  as  aforesaid).  "  No." 

King.  "  But  here  now  is  a  Nobleman,  wishing  to  make  a  Fish- 
**  pond :  to  get  more  water  for  his  Pond,  he  has  a  ditch  dug,  to 
"  draw  into  it  the  water  from  a  small  stream  which  drives  a 
"  water-mill.  Thereby  the  IVIiller  loses  his  water,  and  cannot 
"  grind ;  or,  at  most,  can  only  grind  in  the  spring  for  the  space 
*^  of  a  fortnight,  and  late  in  the  autumn,  perhaps  another  fort- 
"  night.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  it  is  pretended  that  the  Miller 
"  shall  pay  his  rent  quite  the  same  as  at  the  time  when  he  had 
"  full  water  for  his  mill.    Of  course,  he  cannot  pay  his  rent ;  his 

"  Von  seiner  Koniglichen  Majestat  Hdchstselbat  angeJialtenes  ProtocoU: 

*  Protocor  (Minute  of  Proceedings)  *  held  by  Boyal  Majesty's  Highest-self, 
'  on  the  11th  December  1779,  concerning  the  three  Kammergerichts-Baths, 
^  Friedel,  Graon,  and  Rannsleben  i'  in  Freuas,  iii  495. 
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^  incomings  are  gone  I  And  what  does  the  Custrin  Court  of 
^^  Justice  do  ?  It  orders  the  mill  to  be  sold,  that  the  Nobleman 
"  may  have  his  rent.  And  the  Berlin  Tribunal'* — (Chancellor 
Fiirst,  standing  painfully  mute,  unspoken  to^  unnoticed  hith^-to^ 
more  like  a  broomstick  than  a  Chancellor,  ventures  to  strike  in 
with  a  syllable  of  emendation,  a  small  correction,  of  these  wards 
"Berlin  Tribunal"— 

FUrsi  (suggestively):  " Kammergerichf  (mildly  snggestive, 
and  perhaps  with  something  in  his  tone  which  means,  '^  I  am 
not  a  broomstick  T) :  ^  Kammergericht  T 

JKw^  (to  short-hand  Stellter).  "  Kammergerichts-Tribonal  :* 
— (then  to  Fiirst)  "  Gb  you,  Sir,  about  your  business,  on  the 
instant!  Your  Successor  is  appointed;  with  you  I  have  no- 
thing more  to  do.  Disappear  T — ^  Ordered,'  says  Official  Sanns- 
leben,  ^ordered  the  Grand-Chancellor,  in  very  severe  terms, 
<  To  be  gone  I  telling  him  that  his  Successor  was  already  ap- 

*  pointed.  Which  order  Herr  von  Fiirst,  without  saying  a  word, 
^  hastily  obeyed,  passing  in  front  of  us  three,  with  the  utmost 
^  speed.'  In  front, — screen,  I  suppose,  not  having  room  behind 
it, — ^and  altogether  vanishes  from  Friedrich's  History;  all  but 
some  ghost  of  him  (so  we  may  term  it),  which  reappears  for  an 
instant  once,  as  will  be  noticed. 

Emg  (continues  to  Friedel,  not  in  a  lower  tone  probably) : — 
^'  the  Kanunergerichts^Tribunal  confirms  the  same.  That  is 
^^  highly  unjust ;  and  such  Sentence  is  altogether  contrary  to  his 
"  Majesty's  landsfatherly  intentions : — my  name"  (you  give  it, 

*  In  the  King's  Name,'  forsooth)  "  cruelly  abused  T 

So  far  is  set  forth  in  the  *  Boyal  Protocol  printed  next  Toes- 
day,'  as  well  as  in  Eannsleben.  But  from  this  point,  the  Dia- 
logue,— ^if  it  can  be  called  Dialogue,  being  merely  a  rebuke  and 
expectoration  of  Boyal  wrath  against  Friedel  and  his  Two^  who 
are  all  mute,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  stand  like  criminals  m 
the  dock,  feeling  themselves  unjustly  condemned, — gets  more 
and  more  into  conflagration,  and  cannot  be  distinctly  reported. 
*^My  name  to  such  a  thing!  When  was  I  found  to  oppress  a 
poor  man  for  love  of  a  rich?  To  follow  wiggeries  and  forms 
with  solemn  attention,  careless  what  became  of  the  internal 
fact?  Act  of  1566,  allowing  G^dorf  to  make  his  Pond?  lake 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  VIL]  MILLER  ARNOLD'S  LAWSUIT.  623 

11th  Dec  1779. 

enough ; — and  Arnold's  loss  of  water,  that  is  not  worth  the  ascer- 
taining ;  you  know  not  yet  what  it  was,  some  of  you  even  say  it 
was  nothing;  care  not  whether  it  was  anything.  Could  Arnold 
grind,  or  not,  as  formerly?  What  is  Act  of  1566,  or  any  or  all 
Acts,  in  comparison  ?  Wretched  mortals,  had  you  wigs  a  fathom 
long,  and  Law-books  on  your  back,  and  Acts  of  1566,  by  the 
hundredweiglit,  what  could  it  help,  if  the  right  of  a  poor  man 
were  left  by  you  trampled  under  foot !  What  is  the  meaning 
of  your  sitting  there  as  Judges?  Dispensers  of  Eight  in  God's 
Name  and  mine?  I  will  make  an  example  of  you  which  shall 
be  remembered! — Out  of  my  sight T  Whereupon  exeunt  in 
haste,  all  Three, — though  not  far,  not  home,  as  will  be  seen. 

Only  the  essential  sense  of  all  this,  not  the  exact  terms, 
could  (or  should)  any  Stellter  take  in  shortr-hand ;  and  in  the 
Protocol  it  is  decorously  omitted  altogether.  Bannsleben  merely 
says :  ^  The  ^Eong  farther  made  use  of  very  strong  expressions 
'  against  us,' — ^too  strong  to  be  repeated, — ^  and,  at  last,  dismissed 
'  us  without  saying  what  he  intended  to  do  with  us.  We  had 
^  hardly  left  the  room,  when  he  followed  us,  ordering  us  to  wait. 

*  The  King,  during  .the  interview  with  us,  held  the  Sentence, 
'  of  my  composition,  in  his  hand ;  and  seemed  particularly  ir» 
^  ritated  about  the  circumstance  of  the  judgment  being  pro- 
'  nounced  in  his  name,  as  is  the  usual  form.  He  struck  the 
^  paper  again  and  again  with  his  other  hand,' — ^heat  of  indig- 
nation quite  extinguishing  gout,  for  the  moment, — ^exclaim- 
^  ing  at  the  same  time  repeatedly,  "  Cruelly  abused  my  name 
"  (meinen  Namen  cruel  ndesbraucht)  P^* — ^We  will  now  give  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Protocol  (what  directly  follows  the  above 
catechetical  or  Dialogue  part  before  that  caught  fire), — as  taken 
down  by  Stellter,  and  read  in  all  the  Newspapers  next  Tuesday : 

'  ProtocoV  (of  December  11th,  Title  already  given; 
Docketing  adds),  ^  which  is  to  he  printedJ 

*     *     (Catechetice  as  abovCy — and  tiien)  :  ^  The  King^s  desire 

*  always  is  and  was.  That  everybody,  be  he  high  or  low,  rich  or 
^  poor,  get  prompt  justice ;  and  that,  without  regard  of  person 

>*  PreuflB,  iii.  495-498. 
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or  rank,  no  subject  of  his  fail  at  any  time  of  impartial  right 
and  protection  from  his  Courts  of  Law. 

*  Wherefore,  with  respect  to  this  most  unjust  Sentence  against 
the  Miller  Arnold  of  the  Pommerzig  CrabnuU,  pronounced  in 
the  Neumark,  and  confirmed  here  in  Berlin,  his  Majesty  will 
establish  an  emphatic  example  {ein  ruuihdrilckUclies  Exempel 
Btatuiren);  to  the  end  that  all  Courts  of  Justice,  in  all  the 
Kin^s  Provinces,  may  take  warning  thereby,  and  not  commit 
the  like  glaring  unjust  acts.  For,  let  them  bear  in  mind,  That 
the  least  peasant,  yea,  what  is  still  more,  that  even  a  be^ar, 
is,  no  less  than  his  Majesty,  a  human  being,  and  one  to  whom 
due  justice  must  be  meted  out.  All  men  being  equal  before  the 
Law,  if  it  is  a  prince  complaining  against  a  peasant,  or  vice 
verady  the  prince  is  the  same  as  the  peasant  before  the  Law ; 
and,  on  such  occasions,  pure  justice  must  have  its  course,  with- 
out regard  of  person:  Let  the  Law-Courts,  in  all  the  Pro- 
vinces, take  this  for  their  rule.  And  whenever  they  do  not 
carry  out  justice  in  a  straightforward  manner,  without  any  re- 
gard of  person  and  rank,  but  put  aside  natural  fairness, — ^then 
they  shall  have  to  answer  his  Majesty  for  it  (soUen  de  es  ndt 
Seiner  Kdniglichen  Majestat  zu  thun  kriegen).  For  a  Court  of 
Law  doing  injustice  is  more  dangerous  and  pernicious  than  a 
band  of  thieves:  against  these  one  can  protect  oneself;  but 
against  rogues  who  make  use  of  the  cloak  of  justice  to  accom- 
plish their  evil  passions,  against  such  no  man  can  guard  him- 
self. These  are  worse  than  the  greatest  knaves  the  world  con- 
tains, and  deserve  double  punishment. 

^For  the  rest,  be  it  also  known  to  the  various  Courts  of 
Justice,  That  his  Majesty  has  appointed  a  new  Grand-Chan- 
cellor.' Fiirst  dismissed.  ^Yet  his  Majesty  will  not  the  less 
look  sharply  with  his  own  eyes  after  the  Law-proceedings  in  all 
the  Provinces;  and  he  commands  you' — ^that  is,  all  the  Law- 
Courts — *  urgently  herewith :  Firstly^ — ^which  is  also  lastly — 
To  proceed  to  deal  equally  with  all  people  seeking  justice,  be  it 
prince  or  peasant ;  for,  there,  all  must  be  alike.  However,  if 
his  Majesty,  at  any  time  hereafter,  comes  upon  a  fault  com- 
mitted in  this  regard,  the  guilty  Courts  can  now  imagine  be- 
forehand how  they  will  be  punished  with  rigour,  President  as 
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*  well  as  Raths,  who  shall  have  delivered  a  judgment  so  wicked 

*  and  openly  opposed  to  justice.  Whicln  all  Colleges  of  Justice 
'  in  all  his  Majesty's  Provinces  are  particularly  to  take  notice  of.' 

*  Menu  By  his  Majesty's  special  command,  measures  are  taken 

*  that  this  Protocol  be  inserted  in  all  the  Berlin  Journals.'^® 

The  remainder  of  Rannsleben's  Narraiive  is  beautifully  brief 
and  significant. — *  We  had  hardly  left  the  room/  said  he  suprdj 

*  when  the  King  followed  us/  lame  as  he  was,  with  a  fulminant : 
"  Wait  there !"  Rannsleben  continues :  '  Shortly  after  came  an 
'  Aide-de-Camp,  who  took  us  in  a  carriage  to  the  common  Town- 

*  prison,  the  Kalandshof ;  here  two  Corporals  and  two  Privates 
^  were  set  to  guard  us.  On  the  13th  December  1779,'  third  day 
of  our  arrest,  *  a  Cabinet  Order  was  published  to  us,  by  which 

*  the  King  had  appointed  a  Commission  of  Inquiry ;  but  had,  at 

*  the  same  time,  commanded  beforehand  that  the  Sentence  should 

*  not  be  less  than  a  year's  confinement  in  a  fortress,  dismissal 
^  from  oflice,  and  payment  of  compensation  to  the  Arnold  people 

*  for  the  losses  they  had  sustained.'  Which  certainly  was  a  bad 
outlook  for  us. 

Precisely  the  same  has  befallen  our  Brethren  of  Ciistrin ;  all 
suddenly  packed  into  Prison,  just  while  reading  our  Approval  of 
them ; — ^there  they  sit,  their  Sentence  to  be  like  ours.  *  Our 
'  arrest  m  the  Kalandshof  lasted  from  11th  December  1779  till 
^  5th  January  1780,'  three  weeks  and  three  days, — when  (with 
Two  Exceptions,  to  be  noted  presently)  we  were  all,  Kammer- 
gerichters  and  Ciistriners  alike,  transferred  to  Spandau. 

I  spoke  of  what  might  be  called  a  ghost  of  Kanzler  Fiirst 
once  revisiting  the  glimpses  of  the  Moon,  or  Sun  if  there  were 
any  in  the  dismal  December  days.  This  is  it,  witness  one  who 
saw  it :  ^  On  the  morning  of  December  12th,  the  day  after  the 
'  Grand-Chancellor's  dismissal,  the  Street  in  which  he  lived  was 
'  thronged  with  the  carriages  of  callers,  who  came  to  testify  their 
'  sympathy,  and  to  offer  their  condolence  to  the  fallen  Chancellor. 
^  The  crowd  of  carriages  could  be  seen  from  the  windows  of  the 

'•  In  BerlirCsche  Nachrichten  von  Stoats  und  GeUhrten  Sachen,  No.  149, 

*  Tuesday,  14th  December  1779.*    Preuss,  iii.  494. 
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'  King's  Palace.*  The  same  young  Legal  Gentleman,  by  and  by 
a  yen-  old  one,  who,  himself  one  of  the  callers  at  the  Ex-Chan- 
celloi^s  house  that  day,  saw  this,  and  related  it  in  his  old  age  to 
HeiT  Preiiss,*^  remembers  and  relates  also  this  other  significant 
fact : 

'  During  the  days  that  followed'  the  aboye  event  and  Publi- 
cation of  the  Royal  Protocol,  *  I  often  crossed,  in  the  forenoon, 
'  the  Esplanade  in  front  of  the  Palace  (ScJilosspIat:),  at  that  side 
'  where  the  King's  apartments  were ;  the  same  which  his  Koyal 
'  Highness  the  Crown  Prince  now*  (1833)  *  occupies.  I  remember 
'  that  here,  on  that  part  of  the  Esplanade  which  was  directly  under 
'  Friedrich's  windows,  there  stood  constantly  numbers  of  Pea- 
'  sants,  not  ten  or  twelye,  but  as  many  as  a  hundred  at  a  time ; 
'  all  with  Petitions  in  their  hands,  which  they  were  holding  up 

*  towards  the  ^^dndow ;  shouting,  "  Please  his  Majesty  to  look  at 
'  these ;  we  have  been  still  worse  treated  than  the  Arnolds  T 
^  And  indeed,  I  haye  understood  the  Law-Courts,  for  some  time 

*  after,  found  great  difficulty  to  assert  their  authority :  the  par- 
'  ties  against  whom  judgment  went,  taking  refuge  in  the  Arnold 
'  precedent,  and  appealing  direct  to  the  King.' 

Far  grayer  than  this  Spectre  of  Fiirst,  Minister  Zedlitz  hesi- 
tates, finally  refuses,  to  pronounce  such  a  Sentence  as  the  King 
orders  on  these  men  of  Law!  Estimable,  able,  conscientious 
Zedlitz;  zealous  on  Education  matters,  too; — whom  I  always 
like  for  contri\ang  to  attend  a  Course  of  Kant's  Lectures,  while 
500  miles  away  from  him  (actual  Course  in  Konigsberg  Uniyer- 
sity,  by  the  illustrious  Kant ;  eyery  Lecture  punctually  taken  in 
short-hand,  and  transmitted  to  Berlin,  post  after  post,  for  the 
busy  man).*^  Here  is  now  some  painful  Correspondence  between 
the  King  and  him, — ^painful,  yet  pleasant : 

Kijuj  to  Minister  Vo7i  Zedlitz,  who  has  alarming  Dovhts  (Berlin, 
L>8tli  December  1779).— "Your  Eeport  of  the  20th  instant  in 
"  regard  to  Judgment  on  the  arrested  Ratlis  has  been  received. 
"  But  do  you  think  I  don't  understand  your  Advocate  fellows 
'^  and  their  quirks ;  or  how  they  can  polish  up  a  bad  cause,  and 
'*  by  their  hyperboles  exaggerate  or  extenuate  as  they  find  fit  f 

»•  Preuss,  iii.  409,  500. 

"  Kuiio  Fischer,  Kant's  Leben  (Mannheim,  1860),  pp.  34,  35. 
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^^  The  Goose-quill  class  (Federzeug)  can't  look  at  facts.  When 
*^  Soldiers  set  to  investigate  anything,  on  an  order  given,  they 
*^  go  the  straight  way  to  the  kernel  of  the  matter ;  upon  which, 
"  plenty  of  objections  from  the  Goose-quill  people ! — But  you 
**  may  assure  yourself  I  give  more  belief  to  an  honest  Officer, 
^  who  has  honour  in  the  heart  of  him,  than  to  all  your  Advo- 
**  cates  and  sentences.  I  perceive  well  they  are  themselves  afraid, 
**  and  don't  want  to  see  any  of  their  fellows  punished.     . 

"  If,  therefore,  you  will  not  obey  my  Order,  I  shall  take  an- 
^^  other  in  your  place  who  will ;  for  depart  from  it  I  will  not. 
*^  You  may  tell  them  that.  And  know,  for  your  part,  that  such 
*^  miserable  jargon  (miserabel  Styl)  makes  not  the  smallest  im- 
*^  pression  on  me.  Hereby,  then,  you  are  to  guide  yourself ; 
^^  and  merely  say  whether  you  will  follow  My  Order  or  not ;  for 
**  I  will  in  no  wise  fall  away  from  it.  I  am  your  well-affectioned 
"  King, — ^Friedkich." 

Marginale  (in  Autograph). — "  My  Gentleman"  (you,  Herr 
von  Zedlitz,  with  your  dubitatings),  **  won't  make  me  believe 
^^  black  is  white.  I  know  the  Advocate  sleight-of-hand,  and  won't 
*^  be  taken  in.  An  example  has  become  necessary  here, — those 
^^  Scoundrels  {Canaillen)  having  so  enormously.misused  my  name, 
^  to  practise  arbitrary  and  unheard-of  injustices.  A  Judge  that 
^'  goes  upon  chicaning  is  to  be  punished  more  severely  than  a 
"  highway  Robber.  For  you  have  trusted  to  the  one ;  you  are 
**  on  your  guard  against  the  other." 

Zedlitz  to  the  King  (Berlin,  31st  December  1779). — "  I  have 
"  at  all  times  had  your  Royal  Majesty's  favour  before  my  eyes 
**  as  the  supreme  happiness  of  my  life,  and  have  most  zealously 
**  endeavoured  to  merit  the  same :  but  I  should  recognise  myself 
^'  unworthy  of  it,  were  I  capable  of  an  undertaking  contrary  to 
^'  my  conviction.  From  the  reasons  indicated  by  myself,  as  well 
*^  as  by  the  Criminal-Senate"  (Paper  of  reasons  fortimately  lost), 
"  yom*  Majesty  will  deign  to  consider  that  I  am  unable  to  draw 
*^  up  a  condemnatory  Sentence  against  your  Majesty's  Servants- 
^^  of-Justice,  now  under  arrest  on  account  of  the  Arnold  Affair. 
^'  Your  Majesty's  till  death, — ^VoN  Zedlitz." 

King  to  Zedlitz  (Berlin,  1st  January  1780).  — "My  dear 
^'  State's-Minister  Freiherr  von  Zedlitz, — It  much  surprises  mo 
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"  to  see,  from  your  Note  of  yesterday,  that  you  refuse  to  pro- 
"  nounce  a  judgment  on  those  Servants-of-Justice  arrested  for 
"  their  conduct  in  the  Arnold  Case,  according  to  my  Order.  If 
"  you,  therefore,  will  not,  I  will ;  and  do  it  as  follows : 

"  1°,  The  Ciistrin  Regierungs-Rath  Scheibler,  who,  it  appears 
*^  in  evidence,  was  of  an  opposite  opinion  to  his  Colleagues,  and 
"  voted  That  the  man  up-stream  had  not  a  right  to  cut  off  the 
"  water  from  the  man  down-stream ;  and  that  the  point,  as  to 
^^  Arnold's  wanting  water,  should  be  more  closely  and  strictly 
*^  inquired  into, — ^he,  Scheibler,  shall  be  set  free  from  his  arrest, 
"  and  go  back  to  his  post  at  Ciistrin,  And  in  like  manner, 
"  Kammergerichts-Rath  Eannsleben, — ^who  has  evidently  given 
"  himself  faithful  trouble  about  the  cause,  and  has  brought  for- 
"  ward  with  a  quite  visible  impartiality  all  the  considerations 
"  and  dubieties,  especially  about  the  condition  of  the  water 
"  and  the  alleged  hurtf ulness  of  the  Pond, — ^is  absolved  from 
*^  arrest. 

"  2°.  As  for  the  other  arrested  Servants-of-Justice,  they  are 
"  one  and  all  dismissed  from  oflSce  (casairt),  and  condemned  to 
"  one  year's  Fortress-Arrest.  Furthermore,  they  shall  pay  to 
"  Arnold  the  value  of  his  Mill,  and  make  good  to  him,  out  of 
**  their  own  pocket,  all  the  loss  and  damage  he  has  suffered  in 
**  this  business,  the  Neumark  Kammer  (Kevenue-Board)  to  tax 
"  and  estimate  the  same."  (Damage  came  to  1,358  thalers,  11 
groschen,  1  pfennig, — ^that  is,  203/.  14^.  and  some  pence  and 
farthings ;  the  last  farthing  of  which  was  pimctually  paid  to  Ar- 
nold, within  the  next  eight  months)  ;*^ — "so  that 

"  3°.  The  Miller  Arnold  shall  be  completely  put  as  he  was 
"  (in  integrum  restituirt). 

"  And  in  such  way  must  the  matter,  in  all  branches  of  it,  be 
"  immediately  proceeded  with,  got  ready,  and  handed  in  for  my 
"  Completion  (Vollziehung)  by  Signature.  Which  you,  therefore, 
"  will  take  charge  of,  without  delay.  For  the  rest,  I  will  tell 
*^  you  farther,  that  I  am  not  ill  pleased  to  know  you  on  the  side 
"  you  show  on  this  occasion"  (as  a  man  that  will  not  go  against- 
his  conscience),  "  and  shall  see,  by  and  by,  what  I  can  farther 
"  do  with  you."  (Left  him  where  he  was,  as  the  best  thing.) 
>»  Preuss,  iii.  409. 
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'*  Whereafter  you  are  accordingly  to  guide  yourself.    And  I 
*^  remain  otherwise  your  well-afifectioned  King, — ^Feibdeich."^ 

This,  then,  is  an  impartial  account  of  the  celebrated 
passage  between  Friedrich  and  the  Lawyers,  known  by 
the  name  of 'the  MiUer-Amold  Case  f  which  attracted 
the  notice  of  all  Europe, — just  while  'the  decenniima  of 
the  French  Revolution  was  beginning.  In  Russia,  the 
Czarina  Catharine,  the  Mend  of  Philosophers,  sent  to 
her  Senate  a  copy  of  Friedrich's  Protocol  of  December 
ll^A,  as  a  noteworthy  instance  of  Royal  supreme  judi- 
cature. In  France,  Prints  in  celebration  of  it, — '  one 
Print  by  Vangelisti,  entitled  Balance  de  Frederic^ — 
were  exhibited  in  shopwindows,  expoimded  in  news- 
papers, and  discoursed  of  in  drawing-rooms.  The  Case 
brought  into  talk  again  an  old  Miller  Case  of  Friedrich's, 
which  had  been  famous  above  thirty  years  ago,  when 
Sans-Souci  was  getting  built.  Readers  know  it :  Pots- 
dam Miller,  and  his  obstinate  Windmill,  which  still 
grinds  on  its  knoU  in  those  localities,  and  would  not,  at 
any  price,  become  part  of  the  King's  Gardens.  "  Not 
at  any  price?"  said  the  King's  agent :  "  Cannot  the  King 
take  it  from  you  for  nothing,  if  he  chose?"  "  Haven't 
we  the  Kammergericht  at  Berlin !"  answered  the  Miller. 
To  Friedrich's  great  delight,  as  appears ; — which  might 
render  the  Windmill  itself  a  kind  of  ornament  to  his 
Gardens  thenceforth.  The  French  admiration  over  these 
two  MiUer  Cases  continued  to  be  very  great.^^ 

As  to  Miller  Arnold  and  his  Cause,  the  united  voice 
of  Prussian  Society  condemned  Friedrich's  procedure: 
Such  harshness  to  Grand-Chancellor  Fiirst  and  respect- 

»  Preuai,  ill  619,  620  :  see  ib.  405ii. 

^  Dieulafoi,  Le  Meunier  de  Sans-Souci  (Comedy  or  Farce,  of  I  know 
not  what  year)  ;  Andrieux,  Le  Moulin  de  Sans-Souci  (^  Poem,'  at  InstUut- 
National^  16  Germinal,  An  6),  &c.  &c. :  Ftenss,  iiL  412,  413. 
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able  old  Official  Gentlemen,  amounting  to  the  barbarous 
and  the  tjrrannous,  according  to  Prussian  Society.  To 
support  which  feeling,  and  testify  it  oj)enly,  they  drove 
in  crowds  to  Furst's  (some  have  told  me  to  the  Prison- 
doors  too,  but  that  seems  hypothetic) ;  and  left  cards 
for  old  Fiirst  and  Company.  In  sight  of  Friedrich,  who 
inquired,  "What  is  this  stir  on  the  streets,  then?" — 
and,  on  learning,  made  not  the  least  audible  remark ; 
but  continued  his  salutary  cashierment  of  the  wigged 
Gentlemen,  and  imprisonment  till  their  full  term  ran. 

My  impression  has  been  that,  in  Berlin  Society,  there 
was  more  sympathy  for  mere  respectability  of  wig  than 
in  Friedrich.  To  Friedrich  respectability  of  wig  that 
issues  in  solemnly  failing  to  do  justice,  is  a  mere  enor- 
mity, greater  than  the  most  mgless  condition  could  be. 
Wigless,  the  thing  were  to  be  endured,  a  thing  one  is 
bom  to,  more  or  less :  but  in  wig, — out  upon  it !  And 
the  wig  which  screens,  and  would  strive  to  disguise  and 
even  to  embellish  such  a  thing:  To  the  gutters  with 
such  wig ! 

In  support  of  their  feeling  for  Fiirst  and  Company, 
Berlin  Society  was  farther  obliged  to  pronounce  the 
claim  of  Miller  Arnold  a  nullity,  and  that  no  injustice 
whatever  had  been  done  him.  Mere  pretences  on  his 
part,  subterfuges  for  his  idle  conduct,  for  his  inability  to 
pay  due  rent,  said  Berlin  Society.  And  that  impartial 
Soldier-person,  whom  Friedrich  sent  to  examine  by  the 
light  of  nature,  and  report?  "Corrupted,  he  !"  answer 
they :  "  had  intrigues  with — "  I  forget  whom  ;  some- 
body of  the  womankind  (perhaps  Arnold's  old  hard- 
featured  Wife,  if  you  are  driven  into  a  comer  !) — "and 
was  not  to  be  depended  on  at  all !"  In  which  con- 
demned state,  Berlin  Society  almost  wholly  disapproving 
it,  the  Arnold  Process  was  found  at  Friedrich's  death 
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(restoration  of  honours  to  old  Fiirst  and  Company,  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  the  New  Keign,  sure  of  immediate 
popularity)  ;  and,  I  think,  pretty  much  continues  so 
still,  few  or  none  in  Berlin  Society  admitting  Miller 
Arnold's  claim  to  redress,  much  less  defending  that  on- 
slaught on  Fiirst  and  the  wigs.^^ 

Who,  from  the  remote  distance,  would  venture  to 
contradict?  Once  more,  my  own  poor  impression  was, 
which  I  keep  silent  except  to  friends,  that  Berlin  Society 
was  wrong ;  that  Miller  Arnold  had  of  a  truth  lost  por- 
tions of  his  dam-water,  and  was  entitled  to  abatement ; 
and  that  in  such  case,  Friedrich's  horror  at  the  Fiirst- 
and-Company  Phenomenon  (horror  aggravated  by  gout) 
had  its  highly  respectable  side  withal. 

When,  after  Friedrich's  death,  on  Von  Gersdorf 's 
urgent  reclamations,  the  case  was  reopened,  and  allowed 
to  be  carried  '  into  the  Secret  Tribunal,  as  the  compe- 
'  tent  Court  of  Appeal  in  third  instance,'  the  said  Tri- 
bunal found.  That  the  law-maxim  depended  upon  by 
the  Lower  Courts,  as  to  '  the  absolute  right  of  owners 
of  private  streams,'  did  not  apply  in  the  present  case ; 
but  that  the  Deed  of  1566  did;  and  also  that  'the 
'  facts  as  to  pretended  damage'  {pretence  merely)  'from 
'  loss  of  water,  were  satisfactorily  proved  against  Ar- 
'  nold :'  Gersdorf,  therefore,  may  have  his  Pond ;  and 
Arnold  must  refund  the  money  paid  to  him  for '  damages' 

»  HeiT  Preuss  himself  inclines  that  way,  rather  condemnatory  of 
Friedrich  ;  but  his  Account,  as  usual,  is  exact  and  authentic, — though  dis- 
tressingly confused,  and  scattered  about  into  different  comers  (Preuss,  iii. 
381-413;  then  again,  ibid.  620  &c.).  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  one 
Segebusch,  too,  a  learned  Doctor,  of  Altona,  who  takes  the  King's  side, — 
and  really  is  rather  stupid,  argumentative  merely,  ahd  unilluminative,  if 
you  read  him  :  ^legQhxi&ch^Historisch-rechtliche  Wurdigung  dcr  Einmischung 
FriedriclCs  d€8  Grossen  in  die  bekannte  RechOtsache  des  Mullers  Arnold^  auch 
fur  Nicht'Jurieten  (Altona,  1829). 
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by  the  condemned  Judges ;  and  also  the  purchase-money 
of  his  Mill,  if  he  means  to  keep  the  latter.  All  which 
moneys,  however,  his  Majesty  Friedrich  Wilhelm  II., 
Friedrich's  Successor,  to  have  done  with  the  matter, 
haadsomely  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket :  the  handsome 
way  of  ending  it* 

In  his  last  journey  to  West-Preussen,  June  1784, 
Friedrich  said  to  the  new  Regierungs-President  (Chief 
Judge)  there  :  ''  I  am  Head  Conmiissary  of  Justice ; 
and  have  a  heavy  responsibility  lying  on  me," — ^as  will 
you  in  this  new  Office.  Friedrich  at  no  moment  ne- 
glected this  part  of  his  functions ;  and  his  procedure  in 
it  throughout,  one  cannot  but  admit  to  have  been  faith- 
ful, beautiful,  human.  Very  impatient  indeed  when  he 
comes  upon  Imbecility  and  Pedantry  threatening  to 
extinguish  Essence  and  Fact,  among  his  Law  People! 
This  is  one  marginale  of  his,  among  many  such,  some  of 
them  still  more  stinging,  which  are  comfortable  to  every 
reader.  The  Case  is  that  of  a  murderer, — ^murder  indis- 
putable ;  '  but  may  not  insanity  be  suspected,  your  Ma- 
'  jesty,  such  the  absence  of  motive,  such  the — ?  Majesty 
answers :  '  That  is  nothing  but  inanity  and  stupid  plead- 

*  ing  against  right.    The  fellow  put  a  child  to  death ;  if  he 

*  were  a  soldier,  you  would  execute  him  without  priest; 
^  and  because  this  canaille  is  a  citizen,  you  make  him 
''  melancholic"  to  get  him  oflF.   Beautiful  justice  !'-^ — 

Friedrich  has  to  sign  all  Death-Sentences;  and  he 
does  it,  wherever  I  have  noticed,  rigorously  well.  For 
the  rest,  his  Criminal  Calendar  seems  to  be  lighter  than 
any  other  of  his  time ;  '  in  a  population  of  5,200,000,' 
says  he  once,  '14  to  15  are  annually  condemned  to 
'  death.' 

»  Preufls,  iii  376. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

THE  FUUSTENBUND  :  FREEDRICH'S  LAST  YEARS. 

At  Vienna,  on  November  29th,  1780,  the  noble  Kai- 
serinn  Maria  Theresa,  after  a  short  illness,  died.  Her 
end  was  beautiful  and  exemplary,  as  her  course  had 
been.  The  disease,  which  seemed  at  first  only  a  bad 
cold,  proved  to  have  been  induration  of  the  lungs ;  the 
chief  symptom  throughout,  a  more  and  more  sufibcating 
difficulty  to  breathe.  On  the  edge  of  death,  the  Kai- 
serinn,  sitting  in  a  chair  (bed  impossible  in  such  struggle 
for  breath),  leant  her  head  back  as  if  inclined  to  sleep. 
One  of  her  women  arranged  the  cushions,  asked  in  a 
whisper,  "  Will  your  Majesty  sleep,  then?"  "  No,"  an- 
swered the  dying  Kaiserinn;  "I  could  sleep,  but  I 
must  not;  Death  is  too  near.  He  must  not  steal  upon 
me.  These  fifteen  years  I  have  been  making  ready  for 
him;  I  will  meet  him  awake."  Fifteen  years  ago  her 
beloved  Franz  was  snatched  from  her,  in  such  sudden 
manner:  and  ever  since,  she  has  gone  in  Widow's  dress; 
and  has  looked  upon  herself  as  one  who  had  done  with 
the  world.  The  18th  of  every  month  has  been  for  her 
a  day  of  solitary  prayer;  18th  of  every  August  (Franz's 
death-day)  she  has  gone  down  punctually  to  the  vaults 
in  the  Stephans-Kirche,  and  sat  by  his  coffin  there; — 
last  August,  something  broke  in  the  apparatus  as  she 
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descended ;  and  it  has  ever  since  been  an  omen  to  her.^ 
Omen  now  fulfilled. 

On  her  death,  Joseph  and  Kaunitz,  now  become 
supreme,  launched  abroad  in  their  ambitious  adven- 
tures with  loose  rein.  Schemes  of  all  kinds ;  including 
Bavaria  still,  in  spite  of  the  late  check;  for  which  latter, 
and  for  vast  prospects  in  Turkey  as  well,  the  young 
Kaiser  is  now  upon  a  cunnmg  method,  full  of  promise  to 
him, — that  of  ingratiating  himself  with  the  Czarina,  and 
cutting  out  Friedrich  in  that  quarter.  Summer  1780, 
while  the  Kaiserinn  still  lived,  Joseph  made  his  famous 
First  Visit  to  the  Czarina  (May  —  August  1780),^ — 
not  yet  for  some  years  his  thrice-famous  Second  Visit 
(thrice -famous  Cleopatra -Voyage  with  her  down  the 
Dnieper;  dramaturgic  cities  and  populations  keeping 
pace  with  them  on  the  banks,  such  the  scenic  faculty  of 
Kussian  Officials,  with  Potemkin  as  stage-manager) : — in 
the  course  of  which  First  Visit,  still  more  in  the  Second, 
it  is  well  known  the  Czarina  and  Joseph  came  to  an 
imderstanding.  Little  articulated  of  it  as  yet ;  but  the 
meaning  already  clear  to  both.  "  A  frank  partnership, 
high  Madam :  to  you,  full  scope  in  your  glorious  notion 
of  a  Greek  Capital  and  Empire,  Turk  quite  trampled 
away,  Constantinople  a  Christian  metropolis  once  more" 
(and  your  next  Grandson  a  Constantine^ — to  be  in 
readiness) :  "  why  not,  if  I  may  share  too,  in  the  Donau 
Coimtries,  that  lie  handy?  To  you,  I  say,  an  Eastern 
Empire;  to  me,  a  Western:  Revival  of  the  poor  old 
Romish  Reich,  so  far  as  may  be ;  and  no  hindrance  upon 
Bavaria,  next  time.  Have  not  we  had  enough  of  that 
old  Friedrich,  who  stands  perpetually  upon  statits  quOy 
and  to  both  of  us  is  a  mere  stoppage  of  the  way?" 

»  Hormayr,  Oesterreichischer  Plutarch^  iv.  (2tes)  94 ;  Keith,  ii.  114. 
3  Hermaim,  vi  132-135. 
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Czarina  Catharine  took  the  hint;  christened  her  next 
Grandson  "  Constantine"  (to  be  in  readiness)  f  and  from 
that  time,  stiffly  refused  renewing  her  Treaty  with  Fried- 
rich; — ^to  Friedrich's  great  grief,  seeing  her,  on  the  con- 
trary, industrious  to  forward  every  German  scheme  of 
Joseph's,  Bavarian  or  other,  and  foreshadowing  to  him- 
self dismal  issues  for  Prussia  when  this  present  term  of 
Treaty  should  expire.  As  to  Joseph,  he  was  busy  night 
and  day, — really  perilous  to  Friedrich  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  German  Reich.  His  young  Brother, 
Maximilian,  he  contrives.  Czarina  helping,  to  get  elected 
Coadjutor  of  Koln;  Successor  of  our  Lanky  Friend  there, 
to  be  Kur-Koln  in  due  season,  and  make  the  Electorate 
of  Koln  a  bit  of  Austria  henceforth.^  Then  there  come 
^ Panis'Briefe^^ — ^who  knows  what? — usurpations,  grasp- 
ings  and  pretensions  without  end : — ^finally,  an  open  pre- 
tension to  incorporate  Bavaria,  after  all.  Bavaria,  not 
in  part  now,  but  in  whole :  "  You,  Karl  Theodor,  in- 
jured man,  cannot  we  give  you  Territory  in  the  Nether- 
lands ;  a  King  there  you  shall  be,  and  have  your  vote 
as  Kur-Pfalz  still;  only  think!  In  return  for  which, 
Bavaria  ours  in  fee-simple,  and  «o  finish  that?"  Karl 
Theodor  is  perfectly  willing, — only  perhaps  some  others 
are  not. 

Then  and  there,  these  threatening  complexities,  now 
gone  like  a  dream  of  the  night,  were  really  life-perils  for 

'  This  is  the  Constantine  who  renounced,  in  favour  of  the  late  Czar 
Nicholas ;  and  proved  a  failure  in  regard  to  "  New  Greek  Empire,"  and 
otherwise. 

^  Lengthy  and  minute  account  of  that  Transaction,  in  all  the  steps  of 
it,  in  Dohm,  i.  295-379. 

•  Fanii  (Bread)  Brief  is  a  Letter  with  which,  in  ancient  centuries,  the 
Kaiser  used  to  furnish  an  old  worn-out  Servant,  addressed  to  some  Monas- 
tery, some  Abbot  or  Prior  in  easy  circumstances :  "  Be  so  good  as  provide 
this  old  Gentleman  with  PanxB  (Bread,  or  Board  and  Lodging)  while  he 
lives."   Very  pretty  in  Barbarossa's  time ; — but  now —  I 
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the  Kingdom  of  Prussia;  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  a 
veteran  Shepherd  of  the  People.  They  kept  a  vigilant 
King  Friedrich  continually  on  the  stretch,  and  were  a 
standing  life-problem  to  him  in  those  final  Years.  Pro- 
blem nearly  insoluble  to  human  contrivance ;  the  Russian 
card  having  palpably  gone  into  the  other  hand.  Pro- 
blem solved,  nevertheless;  it  is  stiU  remembered  how. 

On  the  development  of  that  pretty  Bavarian  Project, 
the  thing  became  pressing ;  and  it.  is  well  known  by 
what  a  stroke  of  genius  Friedrich  checkmated  it ;  and 
produced  instead  a  " Furstenbund"  or  general  "  Con- 
federation of  German  Princes,"  Prussia  atop,  to  forbid 
peremptorily  that  the  Laws  of  the  Reich  be  infringed. 
Furstenbund:  this  is  the  victorious  summit  of  Friedrich's 
Public  History,  towards  which  all  his  efforts  tended, 
during  these  five  years  :  Friedrich's  last  feat  in  the 
world.  Feat,  how  obsolete  now, — ^fallen  silent  every- 
where, except  in  German  Parish- History,  and  to  the 
students  of  Friedrich's  character  in  old  age !  Had  no 
result  whatever  in  European  History;  so  imexpected 
was  the  turn  things  took.  A  Furstenbund  which  was 
swallowed  bodily  within  few  years,  in  that  World-Ex- 
plosion of  Democracy,  and  War  of  the  Giants;  and, — ^un- 
less Napoleon's  "  Confederation  of  the  Rhine"  were  per- 
haps some  transitory  ghost  of  it? — left  not  even  a  ghost 
behind.  A  Furstenbund  of  which  we  must  say  some- 
thing, when  its  Year  comes;  but  obviously  not  much. 

Nor  are  the  Domesticities,  as  set  forth  by  our  Prus- 
sian authorities,  an  opulent  topic  for  us.  Friedrich's 
Old  Age  is  not  unamiable ;  on  the  contrar}'',  I  thmk  it 
would  have  made  a  pretty  Picture,  had  there  been  a 
Limner  to  take  it,  with  the  least  felicity  or  physiognomic 
coherency ; — as  there  was  not.    His  Letters,  and  all  the 
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symptoms  we  have,  denote  a  sound-hearted  brave  old 
man;  continually  subduing  to  himself  many  ugly  trou- 
bles ;  and,  like  the  stars,  always  steady  at  his  work.  To 
sit  grieving  or  desponding  is,  at  all  times,  far  from  him : 
"Why  despond?  Won't  it  be  all  done  presently;  is  it 
of  much  moment  while  it  lasts?"  A  fine,  unaffectedly 
vigorous,  simple  and  manful  old  age; — ^rather  serene 
than  otherwise;  in  spite  of  electric  outbursts  and  cloudy 
weather  that  could  not  be  wanting. 

Of  all  which  there  is  not,  in  this  place,  much  more 
to  be  said.  Friedrich's  element  is  itself  wearing  dim, 
sombre  of  hue ;  and  the  records  of  it,  too,  seem  to  grow 
dimmer,  more  and  more  intermittent.  Old  friends,  of 
the  intellectual  kind,  are  almost  aU  dead;  the  new  are 
of  little  moment  to  us, — ^not  worth  naming  in  compari- 
son. The  chief,  perhaps,  is  a  certain  yoimg  Marchese 
Lucchesini,  who  comes  about  this  time,^  and  continues 
in  more  and  more  favour  both  with  Friedrich  and  his 
Successor, — employed  even  in  Diplomatics  by  the  latter. 
An  accomplished  young  Gentleman,  from  Lucca  ;  of 
fine  intelligence,  and,  what  was  no  less  essential  to  him 
here,  a  perfect  propriety  in  breeding  and  carriage.  One 
makes  no  acquaintance  with  him  in  these  straggling  re- 
cords, nor  desires  to  make  any.  It  was  he  that  brought 
the  inane,  ever-scribbling  Denina  hither,  if  that  can  be 
reckoned  a  merit.  Inane  Denina  came  as  Academician, 
October  1782;  saw  Friedrich,''  at  least  once  ("Acade- 
mician, Pension  ;  yes,  yes!") — and  I  know  not  whether 
any  second  time. 

Friedrich,  on  loss  of  friends,  does  not  take  refuge  in 
solitude ;  he  tries  always  for  something  of  substitute ; 

•  *  Cliainberlain'  (titular,  with  Pension  &c.),  *  9th  May  1780,  age  then 
28'  (Preuss,  iv.  211)  ; — arrived,  when  or  how  is  not  said. 
^  Eddenbeck,  iii.  285,  286. 
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sees  his  man  once  or  twice, — ^in  several  instances  once 
only,  and  leaves  him  to  his  pension  in  sinecure  thence- 
forth.    Cornelius  de  Pauw,  the  rich  Canon  of  Xaaten 
(Uncle  of  Anacharsis  Klootz,  the  afterwards  renowned), 
came  on  those  principles  ;  hung  on  for  six  months,   not 
liked,  not  liking ;  and  was  then  permitted  to  go  home  for 
good,  his  pension  with  him.     Another,  a  Frenchman, 
whose  name  I  forget,  sat  gloomily  in  Potsdam,  after  his 
rejection;    silent  (not  knowing  German),  unclipt,  un- 
kempt, rough  as  Nebuchadnezzar,  till  he  died.     Le  Catt 
is  still  a  resource ;  steady  till  almost  the  end,  when  some- 
body's tongue,  it  is  thought,  did  him  ill  with  the  King. 

Alone,  or  almost  alone,  of  the  ancient  set  is  Bastiani; 
a  tall,  black-browed  man,  with  uncommonly  bright  eyes, 
now  himself  old,  and  a  comfortable  Abbot  in  Silesia; 
who  comes  from  time  to  time,  awakening  the  King  into 
his  pristine  topics  and  altitudes.     Bastiani's  history  is 
something  curious :  as  a  tall  Venetian  Monk  (son  of  a 
tailor  in  Venice),  he  had  been  crimped  by  Friedrich 
Wilhehn's  people  ;  Friedrich  found  him  serving  ns  a 
Potsdam  Giant,  but  discerned  far  other  faculties  in  the 
bright-looking  man,  far  other  knowledges;  and  gradu- 
ally made  him  what  we  see.     Banters  him  sometimes 
that  he  will  rise  to  be  Pope  one  day,  so  cunning  and 
clever  is  he :  "  What  will  you  say  to  me,  a  Heretic,  when 
"  you  get  to  be  Pope ;  tell  me  now ;  out  with  it,  I  insist !" 
Bastiani  parried,  pleaded,  but  unable  to  get  oflF,  made 
what  some  call  his  one  piece  of  wit:  "I  will  say:  0 
"  Royal  Eagle,  screen  me  with  thy  wings,  but  spare  me 
"  with  thy  sharp  beak !"   This  is  Bastiani's  one  recorded 
piece  of  wit;  for  he  was  tacit  rather,  and  practically 
watchful,  and  did  not  waste  his  fine  intellect  in  that  way. 

Foreign  Visitors  there  are  in  plenty;  now  and  then 
something  brilliant  going.     But  the  old  Generals  seem 
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to  be  mainly  what  the  King  has  for  company.  Dinner 
always  his  bright  hour ;  from  ten  to  seven  guests  daily. 
Seidlitz,  never  of  intelligence  on  any  point  but  Soldier- 
ing, is  long  since  dead ;  Ziethen  comes  rarely,  and  falls 
asleep  when  he  does  ;  General  Gortz  (brother  of  the 
Weimar -Miinchen  Gortz)  ;  Buddenbrock  (the  King's 
comrade  in  youth,  in  the  Reinsberg  times),  who  has 
good  faculty;  Prittwitz  (who  saved  him  at  Kunersdorf, 
aad  is  lively,  though  stupid) ;  General  and  Head-Equerry 
Schwerin,  of  headlong  tongue,  not  witty,  but  the  cause 
of  wit;  Major  Graf  von  Pinto,  a  magniloquent  Ex- Aus- 
trian ditto  ditto  :  these  are  among  his  chief  dinner- 
guests.  If  fine  speculation  do  not  suit,  old  pranks  of 
youth,,  old  tales  of  war,  become  the  staple  conversation;  • 
always  plenty  of  banter  on  the  old  King's  part; — ^who  sits 
very  snufiy  (says  the  privately  ill-humoured  Biisching), 
and  does  not  sufficiently  abhor  grease  on  his  fingers,  or 
keep  his  nails  quite  clean.  Occasionally  laughs  at  the 
Clergy,  too;  and  has  little  of  the  reverence  seemly  in  an 
old  King.  The  truth  is.  Doctor,  he  has  had  his  sufier- 
ings  from  Human  Stupidity;  and  was  always  fond  of 
hitting  objects  on  the  raw.  For  the  rest,  as  you  may 
see,  heartily  an  old  Stoic,  and  takes  matters  in  the 
rough;  avoiding  useless  despondency  above  all;  and  in- 
tent to  have  a  cheerful  hour  at  dinner  if  he  can. 

Visits  from  his  Kindred  are  still  pretty  frequent; 
never  except  on  invitation.  For  the  rest,  completely  an 
old  Bachelor,  an  old  Military  Abbot;  with  business  for 
every  hour.  Princess  Amelia  takes  care  of  his  linen, 
not  very  well,  the  dear  old  Lady,  who  is  herself  a 
cripple,  sufiering,  and  voiceless,  speaking  only  in  hoarse 
whisper.  I  think  I  have  heard  there  were  but  twelve 
shirts,  not  in  first-rate  order,  when  the  King  died.  A 
King  supremely  indifferent  to  small  concerns ;  especially 
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to  that  of  shirts  and  tailorages  not  essential.  Holds  to 
Literature,  almost  more  than  ever ;  occasionally  still 
writes;®  has  his  daily  Readings,  Concerts,  Correspond- 
ences as  usual : — readers  can  conceive  the  dim  House- 
hold Picture,  dimly  reported  withal.  The  following 
Anecdotes  may  be  added  as  completion  of  it,  or  at  least 
of  all  I  have  to  say  on  it : 

You  go  ofi  Wednesdai/y  then  f — ^  Loss  of  time  was  one  of  the 

*  losses  Friedricli  could  least  stand.    In  visits  even  from  his 

*  Brothers  and  Sisters,  which  were  always  by  his  own  express 

*  invitation,  he  would  say  some  morning  (call  it  Tuesday  mom- 

*  ing) :  "  You  are  going  on  Wednesday,  I  am  sorry  to  hear" 
'(what  you  never  heard  before)! — "Alas,  your  Majesty,  we 

*  must !"  "  Well,  I  am  sorry :  but  I  wUl  lay  no  constraint  on  you. 

*  Pleasant  moments  cannot  last  forever !"    And  sometimes,  after 

*  this  had  been  agreed  to,  he  would  say :  "  But  cannot  you  stay 

*  tUl  Thursday,  then  ?  Come,  one  other  day  of  it !" — "  Well,  since 

*  your  Majesty  does  graciously  press  1"    And  on  Thursday,  not 

*  Wednesday,  on  those  curious  terms,  tlie  visit  would  terminate. 

*  This  trait  is  in  the  Anecdote-Books :  but  its  authenticity  does 

*  not  rest  on  that  uncertain  basis ;  singularly  enough,  it  comes  to 

*  me,  individually,  by  two  clear  stages,  from  Friedrich's  Sister  the 

*  Duchess  of  Brunswick,  who,  if  anybody,  would  know  it  well  I^ 

Dinner  with  the  Queen, — ^The  Queen,  a  prudent,  simple- 
minded,  worthy  person,  of  perfect  behaviour  in  a  diflBcult  posi- 
tion, seems  to  have  been  much  respected  in  Berlin  Society  and 
the  Court  Circles.  Nor  was  the  King  wanting  in  the  same  feel- 
ing towards  her ;  of  which  there  are  still  many  proofs :  but  as  to 
personal  intercourse, — ^what  a  figure  has  that  gradually  taken! 

*  For  one  instance:  The  famons  Pamphlet,  De  la  Litteraiure  AlU- 
mande  (containing  his  onslanght  on  Shakespeare,  and  his  first  salatation, 
with  the  reverse  of  welcome,  to  Groethe's  Goiz  von  BerUchingen) ; — sprinted, 
under  stupid  Thi^baulVs  care,  Berlin,  1780.  Stands  now  in  CEuvre*  de 
FrederiCj  vii.  89-122.  The  last  Pieces  of  all  are  chiefly  Military  Instruc- 
Uons  of  a  practical  or  official  nature. 

'  My  informant  is  Sir  G^oige  Sinclair,  Baronet,  of  Thurso ;  his  was 
the  distinguished  Countess  of  Finlater,  still  remembered  for  her  graces  of 
mind  and  person,  who  had  been  Maid-of -Honour  to  the  Duchess. 
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Preuss  says,  citing  those  who  saw :  *  When  the  King,  after  the 

*  Seven-Years  War,  now  and  then,  in  Carnival  season,  dined 

*  with  the  Queen  in  her  Apartments,  he  usually  said  not  a  word 

*  to  her.     He  merely,  on  entering,  on  sitting  down  at  table  and 

*  leaving  it,  made  the  customary  bows ;  and  sat  opposite  to  her. 
'Once,  in  the  Seventies'  (years  1770,  years  now  past),  *the 
'  Queen  was  ill  of  gout ;  table  was  in  her  Apartments ;  but  she 
'  herself  was  not  th^re,  she  sat  in  an  easy-chair  in  the  drawing- 
'  room.     On  this  occasion  the  King  stepped  up  to  the  Queen, 

*  and  inquired  about  her  health.  The  circumstance  occasioned, 
'  among  the  company  present,  and  all  over  Town  as  the  news 
'  spread,  great  wonder  and  sympathy  ( Verwunderung  und  Theil-' 

*  nahme).     Tliis  is  probably  the  last  time  he  ever  spoke  to  her.'*° 

Tlie  Two  Grand-Nephews, — '  The  King  was  fond  of  children ; 
'  liked  to  have  his  Grand-Nephews  about  him.  One  day,  while  the 
'  King  sat  at  work  in  his  Cabinet,  the  younger  of  the  twOj  a  boy 
'  of  eight  or  nine'  (who  died  soon  after  twenty),  *  was  playing  ball 

*  about  the  room ;  and  knocked  it  once  and  again  into  the  King's 

*  writing  operation ;  who  twice  or  of tener  flung  it  back  to  him, 
'  but  next  time,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  went  on.    "  Please  your 

*  Majesty,  give  it  me  back !"  begged  the  Boy ;  and  again  begged : 

*  Majesty  took  no  notice ;  continued  writing.  Till  at  length  came, 
'  in  the  tone  of  indignation,  "Will  your  Majesty  give  me  my  ball, 

*  then?"  The  King  looked  up;  found  the  little  Hohenzollem 
'  planted  firm,  hands  on  haunches,  and  wearing  quite  a  peremp- 

*  tory  air.  "  Thou  art  a  brave  little  fellow ;  they  won't  get  Silesia 
"  out  of  thee  I"  cried  he  laughing,  and  flinging  him  his  ball.'" 

Of  the  elder  Prince,  afterwards  Friedrich  Wilhelm  HE. 
(Father  of  the  now  King),  there  is  a  much  more  interesting 
Anecdote,  and  of  his  own  reporting  too,  though  the  precise 
terms  are  irrecoverable :  ^  How  the  King,  questioning  him  about 

*  his  bits  of  French  studies,  brought  down  a  La  Fontaine  from 

*  the  shelves,  and  said,  "  Translate  me  this  Fable ;"  which  the 

*  Boy  did,  with  such  readiness  and  correctness  as  obtained  the 
^  King's  praises :   praises  to  an  extent  that  was  embarrassing, 

*  and  made  the  honest  little  creature  confess,  "  I  did  it  with  my 
^  Tutor,  a  few  days  since !"   To  the  King's  much  greater  delight ; 

"  Preuss,  iv.  187.  "  Fischer,  ii.  445  (*  year  1780'). 
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*  who  led  him  out  to  walk  in  the  Gardens,  and,  in  a  mood  of 

*  deeper  and  deeper  seriousness,  discoursed  and  exhorted  him  on 

*  the  supreme  law  of  truth  and  probity  that  lies  on  all  men,  and 

*  on  all  Kings  still  more;  one  of  his  expressions  being,  "Look  at 
"  this  high  thing"  (the  Obelisk  they  were  passing  in  the  Gardens), 
"  its  uprightness  is  its  strength  (sa  droiture  fait  sa  force)  f  and 

*  his  final  words,  "  Remember  this  evening,  my  good  Fritz ;  per- 
"  haps  thou  wilt  think  of  it,  long  after,  when  I  am  gone,**     As 

*  the  good  Friedrich  Wilhelm  HI.  declares  piously  he  often  did, 

*  in  the  storms  of  fate  that  overtook  him.'** 

Industrial  matters,  that  of  Colonies  especially,  of 
drainages,  embanknaents,  and  reclaiming  of  waste  lands, 
are  a  large  item  in  the  King's  business, — readers  would 
not  guess  how  large,  or  how  incessant.  Under  this 
head  there  is  on  record,  and  even  lies  at  my  hand  trans- 
lated into  English,  what  might  be  called  a  Colonial  Dai/ 
with  Friedrich  (Day  of  July  23d,  1779 ;  which  Friedrich, 
just  come  home  from  the  Bavarian  War,  spent  wholly, 
from  5  in  the  morning  onward,  in  driving  about,  in  ear- 
nest survey  of  his  Colonies  and  Land-improvements  in 
the  Potsdam-Ruppin  Country) ;  curious  enough  Record, 
by  a  certain  Bailiff  or  Overseer,  who  rode  at  his  chariot- 
side,  of  all  the  questions,  criticisms  and  remarks  of 
Friedrich  on  persons  and  objects,"*  till  he  landed  at  Rup- 
pin  for  the  night.  Taken  down,  with  forensic,  almost 
with  religious  exactitude,  by  the  Bailiff  in  question ;  a 
Son-in-law  of  the  Poet  Gleim, — by  whom  it  was  pub- 
lished, the  year  after  Friedrich's  death  ;^^  and  by  many 

"  R.  F.  Eylert,  Charahkrzuge  und  MstorUche  FragmenU  arts  dtm  Leben 
des  Korn(js  von  Preussen,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  III.  (Magdeburg,  1843),  i 
460-456.  This  is  a  '  King*8  Chaplain  and  Bishop  Eylert :'  undoubtedly  ho 
heard  this  Anecdote  from  his  Master,  and  was  heard  repeating  it ;  but  ^e 
dialect  his  Editors  have  put  it  into  is  altogether  tawdry,  modem,  and  im- 
possible to  take  for  that  of  Friedrich,  or  even,  I  suppose,  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  III. 

"  Is  in  Anck'doien  und  KaralcterzugCy  No.  8  (Berlin,  1787),  pp.  15-79. 
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others  since.  It  is  curiously  authentic,  characteristic 
in  parts,  though  in  its  bald  forensic  style  rather  heavy 
reading.  Luckier,  for  most  readers,  that  inexorable 
want  of  room  has  excluded  it,  on  the  present  occasion ! 

No  reader  adequately  fancies,  or  could  by  any  single 
Document  be  made  to  do  so,  the  continual  assiduity  of 
Friedrich  in  regard  to  these  interests  of  his.  The 
strictest  Husbandman  is  not  busier  with  his  Farm  than 
Friedrich  with  his  Kingdom  throughout ; — ^which  is  in- 
deed a  Farm^  leased  him  by  the  Heavens ;  in  which  not 
a  gate-bar  can  be  broken,  nor  a  stone  or  sod  roll  into 
the  smallest  ditch,  but  it  is  to  his  the  Husbandman's 
damage,  and  must  be  instantly  looked  after.  There  are 
Meetings  with  the  Silesian  manufacturers  (in  Review 
time).  Dialogues  ensuing,  several  of  which  have  been 
preserved;  strange  to  read,  however  dull.  There  are 
many  scattered  evidences; — and  only  slowly  does,  not 
the  thing  indeed,  but  the  degree  of  the  thing,  become 
fully  credible.  Not  commimicable,  on  the  terms  pre- 
scribed us  at  present;  and  must  be  left  to  the  languid 
fancy,  like  so  much  else. 

Here  is  an  Ocular  View,  here  are  several  such,  which 
we  yet  happily  have,  of  the  actual  Friedrich  as  he  looked 
and  lived.  These,  at  a  cheap  rate,  throw  transiently 
some  flare  of  illumination  over  his  Affairs  and  him: 
these  let  me  now  give ;  and  these  shall  be  all. 

Prince  de  Ligne^  after  Ten  Years,  sees  Friedrich  a 
Second  Time  ;  and  repm^ts  what  was  said. 

In  Summer  1780,  as  we  mentioned.  Kaiser  Joseph 
was  on  his  first  Visit  to  the  Czarina.  They  met  at  Molii- 
low  on  the  Dnieper,  towards  the  end  of  May ;  have  been 
roving  about,  as  if  in  mere  galas  and  amusements  (though 
with  a  great  deal  of  business  incidentally  thrown  in),  for 
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above  a  month  since,  when  Prince  de  Ligne  is  summoned 
to  join  them  at  Petersburg.  He  goes  by  Berlin,  stays 
at  Potsdam  with  Friedrich  for  about  a  week ;  and  reports 
to  Polish  Majesty  these  new  Dialogues  of  1780,  the  year 
after  sending  him  those  of  Mahrisch-Neustadt  of  1770, 
which  we  read  above.  Those  were  written  down  from 
memory,  in  1785 ;  these  in  1786, — and  *  towards  the  end 
of  it,'  as  is  internally  evident.  Let  these  also  be  welcome 
to  us  on  such  terms  as  there  are : 

'Since  your  Majest/  (Quasi-Majesty,  of  Poland)  *is  willing 

*  to  lose  another  quarter  of  an  hour  of  that  time,  which  you  em- 

*  ploy  so  well  in  gaining  the  love  of  all  to  whom  you  deign  to 
'  make  jourself  known,  here  is  my  Second  Interview.  It  can  he 
'  of  interest  only  to  you,  Sire,  who  have  known  the  Eang^  and 
'  who  discover  traits  of  character  in  what  to  another  are  but 
'  simple  words.  One  finds  in  few  others  that  confidence,  or  at 
'  least  that  kindliness  {borJiomie)^  which  characterises  your  JVfa- 

*  jesty.  With  you,  one  can  indulge  in  rest ;  but  with  the  King 
'  of  Prussia,  one  had  always  to  be  under  arms,  prepared  tx)  parry 
^  and  to  thrust,  and  to  keep  the  due  middle  between  a  small 
^  attack  and  a  grand  defence.     I  proceed  to  the  matter  in  hand, 

*  and  shall  speak  to  you  of  him  for  the  last  time. 

'  He  had  made  me  promise  to  come  to  Berlin.     I  hastened 

*  thither  directly  after  that  little  War'  (Potato-War),  'which  he 

*  called  "  an  action  where  he  had  come  as  bailiff  to  perform  an 

*  execution."  The  result  for  him,  as  is  known,  was  a  great  ex- 
'  pense  of  men,  of  horses  and  money ;  some  appearance  of  good 

*  faith  and  disinterestedness ;  little  honour  in  the  War ;  a  little 
'  honesty  in  Policy,  and  much  bitterness  against  us  Austrians. 
'  The  King  began,  without  knowing  why,  to  prohibit  Austrian 
'  Officers  from  entering  his  Territories  without  an  express  order, 

*  signed  by  his  own  hand.  Similar  prohibition,  on  the  part  of 
'  our  Court,  against  Prussian  Officers ;  and  mutual  constraint, 
'  without  profit  or  reason.  I,  for  my  own  part,  am  of  confident 
'  himiour ;  I  thought  I  should  need  no  permission,  and  I  think 

*  still  I  could  have  done  without  one.     But  the  desire  of  ha\dng 

*  a  Letter  from  the  great  Friedrich,  rather  than  the  fear  of 
'  being  ill  received,  made  me  write  to  him.    My  Letter  was  all 
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*  on  fire  with  my  enthusiasm,  my  admiration,  and  the  fervour  of 

*  my  sentiment  for  that  sublime  and  extraordinary  being ;  and  it 
'  brought  me  three  charming  Answers  from  him.  He  gave  me, 
^  in  detail,  almost  what  I  had  given  him  in  the  gross ;  and  what 

*  he  could  not  return  me  in  admiration, — ^for  I  do  not  remember 

*  to  have  gained  a  battle, — ^he  accorded  me  in  friendship.   For  fear 

*  of  missing,  he  had  written  to  me  from  Potsdam,  to  Vienna,  to 

*  Dresden,  and  to  Berlin.'    (In  fine,  at  Potsdam  I  was,  Saturday 

*  9th  July  1780,  waiting  ready; — stayed  there  about  a  week).^^ 

*  While  waiting  for  the  hour  of  12,  with  my  Son  Charles  and 

*  M.  de  Lille'  (Abb6  de  Lille,  prose  writer  of  something  now  for- 
gotten ;  by  no  means  lyrical  De  LiaUj  of  Les  Jardini)^  *  to  be 

*  presented  to  the  King,  I  went  to  look  at  the  Parade ; — and,  on 

*  its  breaking  up,  was  surrounded,  and  escorted  to  the  Palace,  by 

*  Austrian  deserters,  and  pai'ticularly  from  my  own  regiment,  who 

*  almost  caressed  me,  and  asked  my  pardon  for  having  left  me. 

*  The  hour  of  presentation  struck.     The  King  received  me 

*  with  an  unspeakable  charm.  The  military  coldness  of  a  Gene- 
^  ral's  Headquarters  changed  into  a  soft  and  kindly  welcome. 
^  He  said  to  me,  "  He  did  not  think  I  had  so  big  a  Son." 

JEgfo.  **He  is  even  married.  Sire;  has  been  so  these  twelve 
"months."  King.  "]May  I  {pseraia-'ji)  ask  you  to  whom?" 

*  He  often  used  this  expression,  ^' oserais^e ;^  and  also  this:  "If 
"  you  permit  me  to  have  the  honour  to  tell  you.  Si  vous  me  per- 
*^  mettez  d! avoir  Tlionneur  de  vous  dire"  Ego.  " To  a  Polish 
*^  Lady,  a  Massalska." 

King  (to  my  Son).  "What,  a  Massalska?  Do  you  know 
"  what  her  Grandmother  did  ?"  "  No,  Sire,"  said  Charles. 

King.  "  She  put  the  match  to  the  cannon  at  the  Siege  of 
"  Danzig  with  her  own  hand  ;^*  she  fired,  and  made  others  fire, 
"  and  defended  herself,  when  her  party,  who  had  lost  head, 
"  thought  only  of  surrendering." 

Ego.  "Women  are  indeed  undefinable ;  strong  and  weak  by 
"  turns,  indiscreet,  dissembling,  they  are  capable  of  anything." 
"  Without  doubt,"  said  M.  de  Lille,  distressed  that  nothmg  had 

*  yet  been  said  to  him,  and  with  a  familiarity  which  was  not 

"  *  9th  (or  10th)  July  1780'  (Eodenbeck,  iii.  233)  :  *  Stayed  tiU  IGtlu' 
u  Febmaiy  1734,  in  poor  Staniskras  Leczinaki's  8ec<md  fit  of  Royalty : 
Bupril,  ii  485.  r 
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likely  to  succeed;  "Without  doubt.  Look — ^  said  he.  The 
King  interrupted  him.  I  cited  some  traits  in  support  of  my 
opinion, — as  that  of  the  woman  Hachette  at  the  Siege  of  Beau- 
Aais.^^  The  King  made  a  little  excui'sion  to  Rome  and  to 
Sparta :  he  liked  to  promenade  there.  After  half  a  second  of 
silence,  to  please  De  Lille,  I  told  the  King  that  M.  de  Voltaire 
died  in  De  Lille's  arms.  Tliat  caused  the  King  to  address 
some  questions  to  him ;  he  answered  in  rather  too  long-drawn 
a  manner,  and  went  away.   Charles  and  I  stayed  dinner.'   This 

is  day  first  in  Potsdam. 

*  Here,  for  five  hours  daily,  the  King^s  encyclopedical  con- 

*  versation  enchanted  me  completely.  Fine  arts,  war,  medicine, 
^  literatm'e  and  religion,  philosophy,  ethics,  liistoiy  and  legisla- 

*  tion,  in  turns  passed  in  review.  The  fine  centmies  of  Augustus 
^  and  of  Louis  XIV. ;  good  society  among  the  Romans,  among 
'  the  Greeks,  among  the  French ;  the  chivalry  of  Fran9ois  L ; 
^  the  frankness  and  valour  of  Henri  IV. ;  the  new-birth  (reruns- 
'  sance)  of  Letters  and  their  revolution  since  Leo  X. ;  anecdotes 
'  about  the  clever  men  of  .other  times,  and  the  trouble  they  give; 
^  M.  de  Voltaire's  slips ;  susceptibiUties  of  M.  de  Maupertuis ;  Al- 
'  garotti's  agreeable  ways ;  fine  wit  of  Jordan ;  d'Argens's  hypo- 
'  chondria,  whom  the  King  would  send  to  bed  for  four-and- 
'  twenty  hours  by  simply  teUiiig  liim  that  he  looked  ill ; — ^and,  in 
^  fine,  what  not  ?     Everything,  the  most  varied  and  piquant  that 

*  could  be  said,  came  from  him, — in  a  most  soft  tone  of  voice ; 
'  rather  low  than  otherwise,  and  no  less  agreeable  than  were  the 
^  movements  of  his  lips,  wliich  had  an  inexpressible  grace. 

'  It  was  this,  I  believe,  which  prevented  one's  observing  that 

*  he  was,  in  fact,  like  Homer^s  heroes,  somewhat  of  a  talker 
'  (unpen  hahillard\  though  a  sublime  one.  It  is  to  their  voices^ 
'  their  noise  and  gestiu^s,  that  talkers  often  owe  their  reputation 
'  as  such ;  for  certainly  one  could  not  find  a  greater  talker  than 
^  the  King ;  but  one  was  delighted  at  his  being  so.  Accustomed 
^  to  talk  to  Marquis  Lucchesini,  in  the  presence  of  only  four  or 
'  five  Generals  who  did  not  understand  French,  he  compensated 

*  in  this  way  for  his  hours  of  labour,  of  study,  of  meditation  and 

i«  A.D.  1472  ;  Burgundians  storming  the  wall,  hftd  their  flag  planted ; 
flag  and  Hag-bearer  are  hurled  into  the  ditch  by  Hachette  and  other  in> 
Bpired  women, — ^with  the  finest  results. 
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*  solitude.    At  least,  said  I  to  myself,  I  must  get  in  a  word.    He 

*  had  just  mentioned  Virgil.     I  said : 

Ego,  "  What  a  great  Poet,  Sire ;  but  what  a  bad  gardener  1" 
King.  "Ah,  to  whom  do  you  tell  that!  Have  not  I  tried  to 
^^  plant,  sow,  till,  dig,  with  the  Georgics  in  my  hand?  'But, 
^'  Monsieur,'  said  my  man, '  You  are  a  fool  (hete\  and  your  Book 
'*  no  less ;  it  is  not  in  that  way  one  goes  to  work.'  Ah,  mon 
**  Diexty  what  a  climate  1  Would  you  believe  it.  Heaven,  or  the 
*^  Sun,  refuse  me  everything  ?  Look  at  my  poor  orange-trees,  my 
^*  olive-trees,  lemon-trees :  they  are  all  starving."  Ego.  ^'  It 

**  would  appear,  then,  nothing  but  laurels  flourish  with  you, 
*'  Sire."    (The  King  gave  me  a  charming  look ;  and  to  cover  an 

*  inane  observation  by  an  absurd  one,  I  added  quickly) :  "  Be- 
^'  sides.  Sire,  there  are  too  many  gr^jiadiers** '  (means,  in  French, 
pomegranates  as  well  as  grenadiers^ — peg  of  one's  little  joke  I)  ' "  in 
^*  this  Country ;  they  eat  up  everything  I"     The  King  burst  out 

*  laughing ;  for  it  is  only  absurdities  that  cause  laughter. 

*  One  day  I  had  turned  a  plate  to  see  of  what  porcelain  it 
^  was.  "  AVhere  do  you  think  it  comes  from?"  asked  the  Bang. 
Ego.  "  I  thought  it  was  Saxon ;  but  instead  of  two  swords"  (the 
Saxon  mark),  "  I  see  only  one,  which  is  well  worth  both  of  them." 
King.  "  It  is  a  sceptre."  Ego.  "  I  beg  your  Majesty's  par- 
**  don ;  but  it  is  so  much  like  a  sword  that  one  could  easily 
"  mistake  it  for  one."  And  such  was  really  the  case.  This,  it 
^  is  known,  is  the  mark  of  the  Berlin  china.    As  the  King  some- 

*  times  played  King^  and  thought  himself,  sometimes,  extremely 
^  magnificent  while  taking  up  a  walking-stick  or  snuff-box  -with 
^  a  few  wretched  little  diamonds  running  after  one  another  on  it, 

*  I  don't  quite  know  whether  he  was  infinitely  pleased  with  my 
^  little  allegory. 

*  One  day,  as  I  entered  his  room,  he  came  towards  me,  say- 

*  ing,  "  I  tremble  to  announce  bad  news  to  you.  I  have  just 
*^  heard  that  Prince  Karl  of  Lorraine  is  dying."*^  He  looked  at 
^  me  to  see  the  effect  this  would  have ;  and  observing  some  tears 

*  escaping  from  my  eyes,  he,  by  gentlest  transitions,  changed  the 
^  conversation ;  talked  of  war,  and  of  the  Marechal  de  Lacy.  He 
^  asked  me  news  about  Lacy;  and  said,  "That  is  a  man  of  the 

1'  Is  already  dead,  *  at  Brasscls,  July  4th ;'  Duke  of  Sachsen-Teschen 
and  Wife  Christine  succeeded  him  as  Joint-Goyemors  in  those  parts. 
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"  greatest  merit.  In  former  time,  Count  Mercy  among  your- 
"  selves"  (killed,  while  commanding  in  cliief,  at  the  Battle  of 
Parma  in  1733),  "  Puys^gur  among  the  French,  had  some  notions 
"  of  marches  and  encampments ;  one  sees  from  Hyginus's  Book" 
(ancient  Book)  "  oh  Castrametatwriy  that  the  Greeks  also  were 
*'  much  occupied  with  the  subject :  but  your  Marechal  surpasses 
"  the  Ancients,  the  Moderns,  and  all  the  most  famous  men  who 
"  have  meddled  with  it.  Thus,  whenever  he  was  your  Quartei^ 
"  master-General,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  make  the  remark  to 
"  you,  I  did  not  gain  the  least  advantage.  Recollect  the  two 
"  Campaigns  of  1758  and  1759 ;  you  succeeded  in  everything.  I 
"  often  said  to  myself,  '  Shall  I  never  get  rid  of  that  man,  thenf 
"  You  yourselves  got  me  rid  of  him ;  and" ' — (some  liberal  or 
even  profuse  eulogy  of  Lacy,  who  is  De  Ligne's  friend ;  which 
we  can  omit). 

*  Next  day,  the  Eling,  as  soon  as  he  saw  me,  came  up ; 

*  saying  with  the  most  penetrated  air :  "  If  you  are  to  learn 
"  the  loss  of  a  man  who  loved  you,  and  who  did  honour  to  man- 
"  kind,  it  will  be  better  that  it  be  from  some  one  who  feels  it  as 
"  deeply  as  I  do.  Poor  Prince  Karl  is  no  more.  Others,  per- 
"  haps,  are  made  to  replace  him  in  your  heart ;  but  few  Princes 
**  will  replace  him  w4th  regard  to  the  beauty  of  his  soul  and  to 
"  all  his  virtues."     In  saying  this,  his  emotion  became  extreme. 

*  I  said :  "  Your  Majest/s  regrets  are  a  consolation ;  and  you  did 
"  not  wait  for  his  death  to  speak  Tvell  of  him.  There  are  fine 
"  verses  with  reference  to  him  in  the  Poem,  Sur  TArt  de  la 
"  Guerre.^*    My  emotion  troubled  me  against  my  will ;  however, 

*  I  repeated  them  to  him.^®    The  Man  of  Letters  seemed  to 

*  appreciate  my  knowing  them  by  heart.  King :  "  His  passage 
"  of  the  Rhine  was  a  very  fine  thing ; — but  the  poor  Prince  de- 
"  pended  upon  so  many  people  I  I  never  depended  upon  any- 
"  body  but  myself ;  sometimes  too  much  so  for  my  luck.  He 
"  was  badly  served,  not  too  well  obeyed :  neither  the  one  nor  the 

"  *  Soutien  de  mea  rivaux^  digne  appui  de  ta  reine, 

*  Charles,  d'un  ennemi  sourd  aux  oris  de  la  haine 

*  Begois  Veloge' (for  crossing  the  Rhine  in  1744)  :  ten  rather 

noblo  lines,  still  worth  reading ;  as  indeed  the  whole  Poem  well  is,  especi- 
ally to  soldier-students  (IjArt  de  la  Guerre^  Chant  vi. :  (Euvres  de  Fri- 
deric,  X.  273). 
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"  other  ever  was  the  case  with  me. — Your  General  Nadasti  ap- 
"  peared  to  me  a  great  General  of  Cavahy  ?"    Not  sharing  the 

*  King's  opinion  on  this  point,  I  contented  myself  with  saying, 

*  that  Nadasti  was  very  brilliant,  very  fine  at  musketrj-,  and  that 

*  he  could  have  led  his  hussars  to  the  world's  end  and  farther 

*  (dans  rmfer)y  so  well  did  he  know  how  to  animate  them. 

King.  "  What  has  become  of  a  brave  Colonel  who  played 
**  the  devil  at  Rossbach  I  Ah,  it  was  the  Marquis  de  Voghera, 
"  I  think  ? — ^Yes,  that's  it ;  for  I  asked  his  name  after  the 
«  Battle."  Ego.  "  He  is  General  of  Cavalry." 

King.  "  Perdi  !  It  needed  a  considerable  stomach  for  fight,  to 
"  charge  like  your  Two  Regiments  of  Cuirassiers  there,  and,  I  be- 
"  lieve,  your  Hussars  also :  for  the  Battle  was  lost  before  it  began." 

Ego.  "  Apropos  of  M.  de  Voghera,  is  your  Majesty  aware  of 
"  a  little  thing  he  did  before  charging?  He  is  a  boiling,  restless, 
"  ever-eager  kind  of  man ;  and  has  something  of  the  good  old 
"  Chivalry  style.  Seeing  that  his  Regiment  would  not  arrive 
*'  quick  enough,  he  galloped  ahead  of  it ;  and  coming  up  to  the 
"  Commander  of  the  Prussian  Regiment  of  Cavalry  which  he 
^  meant  to  attack,  he  saluted  him  as  on  parade ;  the  other  re- 
"  turned  the  salute ;  and  then.  Have  at  each  other  like  madmen." 

King.  "  A  very  good  style  it  is !  I  should  like  to  know  that 
"man;  I  would  thank  him  for  it. — ^Your  General  von  Ried, 
"  then,  had  got  the  devil  in  him,  that  time  at  Eilenburg^'  (spurt 
of  fight  there,  in  the  Meissen  regions,  I  think  in  Year  1758, 
when  the  D' Ahremberg  Dragoons  got  so  cut  up),  "  to  let  those 
*^  brave  Dragoons,  who  so  long  bore  your  Name  with  glory, 
"  advance  between  Three  of  my  Columns?" — ^He  had  asked  me 
^  the  same  question  at  the  Camp  of  Neustadt  ten  years  since ; 
^  and  in  vain  had  I  told  him  that  it  was  not  M.  de  Ried ;  that 
^  'Ried  did  not  command  them  at  all ;  and  that  the  fault  was 

*  Mar6chal  Daun's,  who  ought  not  to  have  sent  them  into  that 

*  Wood  of  Eilenburg,  still  less  ordered  them  to  halt  there  with- 

*  out  even  sending  a  patrol  forward.    The  King  could  not  bear 
'  our  General  von  Ried,  who  had  much  displeased  him  as  Minis- 

*  ter  at  Berlin ;  and  it  was  his  way  to  put  down  everything  to 
^  the  account  of  people  he  disliked. 

King.  "When  I  think  of  those  devils  of  Saxon  Camps" 
(Summer  1760), — ^^^they  were  unattackable  citadels  I    If,   at 
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*^  Torgan,  AL  de  Lacy  had  still  been  Quartermaster-General, 
*^  I  should  not  have  attempted  to  attack  him.  But  there  I  saw 
"  at  once  the  Camp  was  ill  chosen/' 

Ego.  "  The  superior  reputation  of  Gamps  sometimes  causes  a 
"  desire  to  attempt  them.  For  instance,  I  ask  your  Majesty's  par- 
^^  don,  but  I  have  always  thought  you  would  at  last  have  attempted 
"  that  of  Plauen,  had  the  War  continued."  King.  *^  Oh,  no,  in- 
"  deed !  There  was  no  way  of  taking  that  one.'*  Ego.  "  Doeai't 
"  your  Majesty  think :  With  a  good  battery  on  the  heights  of 
"  Dolschen,  which  commanded  us ;  with  some  battalions,  ranked 
*^  beliind  each  other  in  the  Ravine,  attacking  a  quarter  of  an 
*^  hour  before  daybreak"  (and  so  forth,  at  some  leiigth,^-€xcel- 
lent  for  soldier-readers  who  know  the  Plauen  Chasm),  "you 
"  could  have  flung  us  out  of  that  almost  impregnable  Place 
"  of  Refuge?"  King.  *^  And  your  battery  on  the  Wind- 

"  berg,  which  would  have  scourged  my  poor  battalions,  all  the 
"  while,  in  your  Ravine?"  Ego.  *^  But,  Sire,  the  night?" 

King.  "  Oh,  you  could  not  miss  us  even  by  grope.  That  big 
^^  hollow  that  goes  from  Burg,  and  even  from  Potschappel, — ^it 
"  would  have  poured  like  a  water-spout"  (or  fire-spout)  "over 
"  us.     You  see,  I  am  not  so  brave  as  you  think." 

^  The  Kaiser  had  set  out  for  his  Interview'  (First  Literview, 
and  indeed  it  is  now  more  than  half  done,  a  good  six  weeks  <rf  it 
gone)  *  with  the  Czarina  of  Russia.     That  Literview  the  King 

*  did  not  like'  (no  wonder) : — ^  and,  to  undo  the  good  it  had  done 
^  us,  he  directly,  and  very  unskilfully,  sent  the  Prince  Royal  to 

*  Petersburg'  (who  had  not  the  least  success  there,  loutish  fellow, 
and  was  openly  snubbed  by  a  Czarina  gone  into  new  courses). 

*  His  Majesty  already  doubted  that  the  Court  of  Russia  was 

*  about  to  escape  him : — and  I  was  dying  of  fear  lest,  in  the 
^  middle  of  all  his  kindnesses,  he  should  remember  that  I  was  an 

*  Austrian.  "  What,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  not  a  single  epigram 
"  on  us,  or  on  our  Master  ?     What  a  change !" 

'  One  day,  at  dinner,  babbling  Pinto  said  to  the  person  sit- 

*  ting  next  him,  "This  Kaiser  is  a  great  traveller;  there  never 
**  was  one  who  went  so  far."  "I  ask  your  pardon^  Monsieur," 
'  said  the  King;  "  Charles  Fifth  went  to  Africa;  he  gained  the 
"  Battle  of  Oran."    And,  turning  towards  me, — ^who  couldn't 
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*  guess  whether  it  was  banter  or  only  history, — ^^^This  time/'  said 

*  he,  "the  Kaiser  is  more  fortunate  than  Charles  Twelfth;  Uke 
*'  Charles,  he  entered  Eussia  by  Mohilow ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
"  he  will  arrive  at  Moscow." 

*  The  same  Pinto,  one  day,  understanding  the  King  was  at  a 

*  loss  whom  to  send  as  Foreign  Minister  somewhither,  said  to 
^  him :  "  Why  does  not  your  Majesty  think  of  sending  Lucche- 
"  sini,  who  is  a  man  of  much  brilKancy  (homme  d* esprit)  ?"  "  It 
"  is  for  that  very  reason,"  answered  the  King,  "  that  I  want  to 
"  keep  him.  I  had  rather  send  you  than  him,  or  a  dull  fellow 
*^  like  Monsieur — "  I  forget  whom,  but  believe  it  is  one  whom 
'  he  did  appoint  Minister  somewhere. 

^  M.  de  Lucchesini,  by  the  charm  of  his  conversation,  brought 

*  out  that  of  the  King's.     He  knew  what  topics  were  agreeable 

*  to  the  King ;  and  then,  he  knew  how  to  listen ;  which  is  not  so 

*  easy  as  one  thinks,  and  which  no  stupid  man  was  ever  capable 

*  of.     He  was  as  agreeable  to  everybody  as  to  his  Majesty,  by 

*  his  seductive  manners  and  by  the  graces  of  his  mind.     Pinto, 

*  who  had  nothing  to  risk,  permitted  himself  everything.  Says 
^  he :  "  Ask  the  Austrian  General,  Sire,  all  he  saw  me  do  when 
"  in  the  service  of  the  Kaiser." 

Ego.  **  A  firework  at  my  Wedding,  wasn't  that  it,  my  dear 
"  Pinto?"  King  (interrupting).  "  Do  me  the  honour  to  say 

"whether  it  was  successful?"  Ego.  "No,  Sire;  it  even 

"  alarmed  all  my  relations,  who  thought  it  a  bad  omen.  Mon- 
"  sieur  the  Major  here  had  struck  out  the  idea  of  joining  Two 
"  flaming  Hearts,  a  very  novel  image  of  a  married  couple.  But 
"  the  groove  they  were  to  slide  on,  and  meet,  gave  way :  my 
"  Wife's  heart  went,  and  mine  remained."  King.  ''  You  see, 

"  Pinto,  you  were  not  good  for  much  to  those  people,  any  more 
^*  than  to  me."  Ego.  "  Oh,  Sire,  your  Majesty,  since  then, 

"  owes  him  some  compensation  for  the  sabre-cuts  he  had  on  his 
"head."  King.  "He  gets  but  too  much  compensation. 

"  Pinto,  didn't  I  send  you  yesterday  some  of  my  good  Preussen 
"honey?"  Pinto.  "Oh,  surely;  it  was  to  make  it  known. 

"  If  your  Majesty  could  bring  that  into  vogue,  and  sell  it  all,  you 
"  would  be  the  greatest  King  on  earth.  For  your  Kingdom  pro- 
"  duces  only  that;  but  of  that  there  is  plenty." 

"  Do  you  know,"  said  the  Bang,  one  day,  to  me — ^^  Do  you 
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^  know  that  the  first  soldiering  I  did  was  for  the  House  of  Aus- 
*^  tria  ?  Man  DieUj  how  the  time  passes  T — ^He  had  a  way  of 
^  slowly  bringing  his  hands  together,  in  ejaculating  these  Mon-- 
^  Dieusy  which  gave  him  quite  a  good-natured  and  extremely  mild 

*  air. — "Do  you  know  that  I  saw  the  glittering  of  the  last  rays 
^  of  Prince  Eugen's  genius?**  Ego.  "  Perhaps  it  was  at  these 
"  rays  that  your  Majesty's  genius  lit  itself."  King.  ^Ehj  man 
*^  Dieul  who  could  equal  the  Prince  Eugen I**  Ego.  "He 
"who  excels  him; — for  instance,  he  who  could  win  Twelve 
"  Battles  r* — ^He  put  on  his  modest  air.  I  have  always  said,  it 
^  is  easy  to  be  modest,  if  you  are  in  funds.  He  seemed  as  though 
^  he  had  not  understood  me,  and  said : 

King.  "  When  the  cabal  which,  during  forty  years,  the  Prince 
^'  had  always  had  to  struggle  with  in  his  Army,  were  plotting 
"  mischief  on  him,  they  used  to  take  advantage  of  the  evening 
^*  time,  when  his  spirits,  brisk  enough  in  the  morning,  were  jaded 
"  by  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  It  was  thus  they  persuaded  him  to 
*^  undertake  his  bad  March  on  Mainz'*  *  (March  not  known  to  me). 

*  Ego.  "  Regarding  yourself,  Sire,  and  the  Rhine  Campaign, 
"  you  teach  me  nothing.  I  know  everything  your  Majesty  did, 
^*  and  even  what  you  said.  I  could  relate  to  you  your  Journeys 
^'  to  Strasburg,  to  Holland,  and  what  passed  in  a  certain  Boat. 
*^  Apropos  of  this  Rhine  Campaign,  one  of  our  old  Generals, 
"  whom  I  often  set  talking,  as  one  reads  an  old  Manuscript,  has 
**  told  me  how  astonished  he  was  to  see  a  young  Prussian  Officer, 
"  whom  he  did  not  know,  answering  a  General  of  the  late  King 
"  who  had  given  out  the  order.  Not  to  go  arforaging :  '  And  I, 
"  Sir,  I  order  you  to  go;  our  Army  needs  it;  in  short,  I  will 
"  have  it  so  (je  le  veux)  1 — '  '* 

King.  "  You  look  at  me  too  much  from  the  favourable  side ! 
"Ask  these  Gentlemen  about  my  humours  and  my  caprices; 
"  they  will  tell  you  fine  things  of  me.** 

*  We  got  talking  of  some  Anecdotes  which  are  consigned  to, 

*  or  concealed  in,  certain  obscure  Books.  "  I  have  been  much 
"  amused,"  said  I  to  the  King,  "with  the  big  cargo  of  Books^ 
"  true  or  false,  written  by  French  Refugees,  which  perhaps  are 
"  unknown  in  France  itself.**  *  (Discourses  a  little  on  this  sub- 
ject, though  without  telUng  us.) 
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King,  "  Where  did  you  pick  up  all  these  fine  old  Pieces?  These 
*^  would  amuse  me  on  an  evening ;  better  than  the  conversation 
"  of  my  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne"  (one  Peyrau,  a  wandering 
creature,  not  otherwise  of  the  least  interest  to  us)/^  whom  I  have 
"  here,  and  whom  I  am  trying  to  convert."  Ego.  "  I  found 

"  them  all  in  a  Bohemian  Library,  where  I  sat  diverting  myself 
''  for  two  Winters." 

King.  "  How,  then?  Two  Winters  in  Bohemia?  What  the 
^^  devil  were  you  doing  there !  Is  it  long  since?"  Ego,  " No, 
*^  Sire ;  only  a  year  or  two"  (Potato-War  time)  I  "  I  had  retired 
'^  thither  to  read  at  my  ease." — He  smiled,  and  seemed  to  appre- 
^  ciate  my  not  mentioning  the  little  Wax  of  1778,  and  saving  him 
^  any  speech  about  it.  He  saw  well  enough  that  my  Winter- 
^  quarters  had  been  in  Bohemia  on  that  occasion ;  and  was  satis- 
^  fied  with  my  reticence.  Being  an  old  sorcerer,  who  guessed 
'  everything,  and  whose  tact  was  the  finest  ever  known,  he  dis- 

*  covered  that  I  did  not  wish  to  tell  him  I  found  Berlin  changed 
'  since  I  had  last  been  there.  I  took  care  not  to  remind  him 
'  that  I  was  at  the  capturing  of  it  in  1760,  imder  M.  de  Lac/s 

*  orders'  (M.  de  Lac/s  indeed !). — ^  It  was  for  having  spoken  of 

*  the  first  capture  of  Berlin,  by  Marshal  Haddick'  (highly  tem- 
porary as  it  was,  and  followed  by  Eossbach),  ^  that  the  King  had 
^  taken  a  dislike  to  M.  de  Bied. 

^  Apropos  of  the  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne'  (uninteresting  Pey- 
rau) *  with  whom  he  daily  disputied,  the  King  said  to  me  once, 
*^  Get  me  a  Bishopric  for  him."  "  I  don't  think,"  answered  I, "  that 
^^  my  riBCommendation,  or  that  of  yoinr  Majesty,  could  be  useful 
"  to  him  with  us."  "Ah,  truly  no  1"  said  the  King:  "Well,  I 
*^  will  write  to  the  Czarina  of  Bussia  for  this  poor  devil ;  he  does 
"  begin  to  bore  me.  He  holds  out  as  Jansenist,  forsooth.  Mon 
*^  Dieu^  what  blockheads  the  present  Jansenists  are !  But  France 
'^  should  not  have  extinguished  that  nursery  (Joyer)  of  their 
**  genius,  that  Port  Royal,  extravagant  as  it  was.  Indeed,  one 
^'  ought  to  destroy  nothing !  Why  have  they  destroyed,  too,  the 
"  Depositaries  of  the  graces  of  Rome  and  of  Athens,  those  excel- 
"  lent  Professors  of  the  Humanities,  and  perhaps  of  Humanity, 

"  Nicolai,  AncMoten^  ii.  133n. 
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"  the  Ex-Jesuit  Fathers?  Education  will  be  the  loser  by  it. 
"  But  as  my  Brothers  the  Bangs,  most  CathoUc,  most  Christian^ 
"  most  Faithful  and  Apostolic,  have  tumbled  them  out,  I,  most 
^^  Heretical,  pick  up  as  many  as  I  can ;  and  perhaps,  one  day,  I 
^  shall  be  courted  for  the  sake  of  them  by  those  who  want  some. 
"  I  preserve  the  brced :  I  said,  counting  my  stock,  the  other 
"  day,  ^  A  Eector  like  you,  my  Father,  I  could  easily  sell  for 
"  300  thalers ;  you,  Reverend  Father  Provincial,  for  600  ;  and 
*'  so  the  rest,  in  proportion/  When  one  is  not  rich,  one  makes 
"  speculations." 

^  From  want  of  memory,  and  of  opportunities  to  see  oftener 

*  and  longer  the  Greatest  Man  that  ever  existed'  (Oh,  mon 
Prince  /),  *  I  am  obliged  to  stop.    There  is  not  a  word  in  all  this 

*  but  w^as  his  own ;  and  those  who  have  seen  him  will  recognise 

*  his  manner.     All  I  want  is,  to  make  him  known  to  those  who 

*  have  not  had  the  happiness  to  see  him.     His  eyes  are  too  hard 

*  in  the  Portraits  :  by  work  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the  hardships  of 

*  War,  they  had  become  intense,  and  of  piercing  quality ;  but  they 

*  softened  finely  in  hearing,  or  telling,  some  trait  of  nobleness  or 

*  sensibiUty.  Till  his  death,  and  but  quite  shortly  before  it, — 
^  notwithstanding  many  levities  which  he  knew  I  had  allowed 

*  myself,  both  in  speaking  and  writing,  and  which  he  surely  attri- 

*  buted  only  to  my  duty  as  opposed  to  my  interest, — ^he  deigned 

*  to  honour  me  with  marks  of  his  remembrance ;  and  has  often 

*  commissioned  his  Ministers,  at  Paris  and  at  Vienna,  to  assure 

*  me  of  his  good  will. 

'  I  no  longer  believe  in  earthquakes  and  eclipses  at  Caesar's 

*  death,  since  there  has  been  nothing  of  such  at  that  of  Friedrich 

*  the  Great.     I  know  not.  Sire,  whether  great  phenomena  of 

*  Nature  will  announce  the  day  when  you  shall  cease  to  reign* 
(great  phenomena  must  be  very  idle  if  they  do,  your  Highness !) 
— ^  but  it  is  a  phenomenon  in  the  world,  that  of  a  King  who 
^  rules  a  Republic  by  making  himself  obeyed  and  respected  for 

*  his  own  sake,  as  much  as  by  his  rights'  (Hear,  hear).*^ 

Prince  de  Ligne  thereupon  hurries  off  for  Peters- 
burg, and  the  final  Section  of  his  Kaiser's  Visit.     An 

»  Prince  de  Ligne,  Afemoires  et  Mekmges,  i.  22-40, 
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errand  of  his  own,  too,  the  Prince  had, — about  his  new 
Daughter-in-law  Massalska,  and  claims  of  extensive  Po- 
lish Properties  belonging  to  her.  He  was  the  charm  of 
Petersburg  and  the  Czarina;  but  of  the  Massalska  Pro- 
perties could  retrieve  nothing  whatever.  The  munifi- 
cent Czarina  gave  him  *  a  beautiful  Territory  in  the 
Crim,*  instead;  and  invited  him  to  come  and  see  it  with 
her,  on  his  Kaiser's  next  Visit  (1787,  the  aquatic  Visit 
and  the  highly  scenic).  Which  it  is  well  known  the 
Prince  did;  and  has  put  on  record,  in  his  pleasant,  not 
untrue,  though  vague,  high-coloured  and  fantastic  way, 
— if  it  or  he  at  all  concerned  us  farther. 


How  General  von  der  MarwitZy  in  early  Boyhood^ 
saw  Friedrich  the  Great  Three  Times  (1782-5). 

General  von  der  Marwitz,  who  died  not  many  years 
ago,  is  of  the  old  Marmtz  kindred,  several  of  whom  we 
have  known  for  their  rugged  honesties,  genialities,  and 
peculiar  ways.  This  General,  it  appears,  had  left  a  kind 
of  Autobiography;  which  friends  of  his  thought  might 
be  useful  to  the  Prussian  Public,  after  those  Radical 
distractions  which  burst  out  in  1848  and  onwards;  and 
a  first  Voliune  of  the  Marwitz  Posthumous  Papers  was 
printed  accordingly,^^ — whether  any  more  I  have  not 
heard ;  though  I  found  this  first  Volume  an  excellent  sub- 
stantial bit  of  reading ;  and  the  Author  a  fine  old  Prus- 
sian Gentleman,  very  analogous  in  his  structure  to  the 
fine  old  English  ditto ;  who  showed  me  the  per  contra 
side  of  this  and  the  other  much-celebrated  modem  Prus- 
sian person  and  thing,  Prince  Hardenberg,  Johannes  von 
Miiller,  and  the  like; — and  yielded  more  especially  the 

»  Nochlasa  des  General  von  der  Marwitz  (Berlin,  1852),  1  vol.  8vo. 
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following  Three  Reminiscences  of  Friedrich,    beautiful 

little  Pictures,  bathed  in  morning  light,  and  evidently 

true  to  the  life : 

1°.  June  1782  or  1783.     *  The  first  time  I  saw  him  was  in 

*  1782  (or  it  might  be  1783,  in  my  sixth  year),'  middle  of  June, 
whichever  year,  *  as  he  was  returning  from  his  Annual  Review 

*  in  Preussen'  {West-Preussen^  never  revisits  the  Konigsberg 
region),  '  and  stopped  to  change  horses  at  DolgeKn.'  Dolgelin 
is  in  Miilhose  Country,  westward  of  Frankf urfc-on-Oder ;  our 
Marwitz  Schloss  not  far  from  it.    ^  I  had  been  sent  with  Mamsell 

*  B^n^zet,'  my  French  Governess;  'and,  along  with  the  Clergj- 

*  man  of  Dolgelin,  we  waited  for  the  King. 

'  The  King,  on  his  journeys,  generally  preferred,  whether  at 

*  mid-day  or  for  the  night,  to  halt  in  some  Country  place,  and  at 
'  the  Parsonages  most  of  all ;  probably  because  he  was  quieter 

*  there  than  in  the  Towns.  To  the  Clergyman  this  was  always 
'  a  piece  of  luck ;  not  only  because,  if  he  pleased  the  King,  he 

*  might  chance  to  get  promoted ;  but  because  he  was  sure  of 

*  profitable  payment,  at  any  rate ;  the  King  always  ordering  50 
'  thalers'  (say  10  guineas)  ^  for  his  noon-halt,  and  for  his  nightV 
^  lodging  100.   The  little  that  the  King  ate  was  paid  for  over  and 

*  above.    It  is  true,  his  Suite  expected  to  be  well  treated ;  but 

*  this  consisted  only  of  one  or  two  individuals.    Now,  the  King 

*  had  been  wont  almost  always,  on  th^e  journeys  homewards, 

*  to  pass  the  last  night  of  his  expedition  with  the  Clergyman  of 

*  DolgeUn ;  and  had  done  so  last  year,  'wdth' this  present  one  who 

*  was  then  just  installed ;  with  him,  as  with  his  predecessor,  the 

*  King  had  talked  kindly,  and  the  100  thalers  were  duly  remem- 
^  bered.  Our  good  Parson  flattered  himself,  therefore,  that  this 
^  time  too  the  same  would  happen ;  and  he  had  made  all  prepa- 

*  rations  accordingly. 

^  So  we  waited  there,  and  a  crowd  of  people  with  us.     The 

*  team  of  horses  stood  all  ready  (peasants'  horses,  poor  little 
^  cats  of  things,  but  the  best  that  could  be  picked,  for  there  were 
^  then  no  post-horses  that  could  run  fast) ; — ^the  comitry-fellows 
^  that  were  to  ride  postilUon  all  decked,  and  ten  head  of  horses 
^  for  the  King^s  coach :   wheelers,  four,  which  the  coachman 
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^  drove  from  his  box ;  then  two  successive  pairs  before,  on  each 
^  pair  a  postillion-peasant ;  and  upon  the  third  pair,  foremost  of 
^  all,  the  King^s  outriders  were  to  go. 

*  And  now,  at  last,  came  the  Feldjdgm^  (Chacer,  Hunting- 
groom),  '  with  his  big  whip,  on  a  peasant's  horse,  a  peasant  with 
^  him  as  attendant.    All  blazing  with  heat,  he  dismounted ;  said, 

*  The  King  would  be  here  in  five  minutes ;  looked  at  the  relays^ 
'  and  the  fellows  with  the  water-buckets,  who  were  to  splash 
^  the  wheels ;  gulped  down  a  quart  of  beer ;  and  so,  his  saddle 
'  in  the  interim  having  been  fixed  on  another  horse,  sprang  up 
^  again,  and  off  at  a  gallop.  The  King,  then,  was  not  to  stay  in 
'  Dolgelin !  Soon  came  the  Page,  mounted  in  like  style ;  a  youth 
^  of  17  or  18;  utterly  exhausted;  had  to  be  lifted  down  from 
'  his  horse,  and  again  helped  upon  the  fresh  one,  being  scarcely 
^  able  to  stand ; — and  close  on  the  rear  of  him  arrived  the  Eang. 
'  He  was  sitting  alone  in  an  old-fashioned  glass-coach,  what  they 
^  call  a  vis-a-vis  (a  narrow  carriage,  two  seats  fore  and  aft,  and 
'  on  each  of  them  room  for  only  one  person).    The  coach  was 

*  very  long,  like  all  the  old  carriages  of  that  time ;  between  the 
^  dpver^s  box  and  the  body  of  the  coach  was  a  space  of  at  least 
^  four  feet ;  the  body  itself  was  of  pear-shape,  peaked  below  and 
^  bellied-out  above ;  hung  on  straps,  with  rolled  knuckles'  {win^ 
den) J  ^  did  not  rest  on  springs ;  two  beams,  connecting  f  or&-wheels 
^  and  hind,  ran  not  under  the  body  of  the  coach,  but  along  the 
^  sides  of  it,  the  hind-wheels  following  with  a  goodly  interval. 

'  The  carriage  drew  up ;  and  the  King  said  to  his  coachman' 
(the  far-famed  Pfund)  :  "  Is  this  Dolgelin?"  "  Yes,  your  Ma- 
"  jesty !"— "  I  stay  here."  "  No,"  said  Pfund ;  "  the  sun  is  not 
^^  down  yet.  We  can  get  on  very  well  to  Miincheberg  tonight'* 
(ten  miles  ahead,  and  a  Town  too,  perfidious  Pfund !) — "  and 
^^  then  tomorrow  we  are  much  earlier  in  Potsdam."  "  iVa,  jHrw, — ■ 
^^  well,  if  it  must  be  so !" — 

'  And  therewith  they  set  to  changing  horses.  The  peasants 
^  who  were  standing  far  off,  quite  silent,  with  reverently  bared 
^  heads,  came  softly  nearer,  and  looked  eagerly  at  the  Bang.  An 
^  old  Gingerbread-woman  {Semmelfrau)  of  Lebbenichen'  (always 
knew  her  afterwards)  '  took  me  in  her  arm,  and  held  me  aloft 
^  close  to  the  coach-window.    I  was  now  at  farthest  an  ell  from 
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^  the  King;  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were  Iqpking  in  the  face  of  Grod 

<  Almighty  (es  war  wir  ala  ob  ich  den  Ueben  Gott  ansdhe).  He 
'  was  gazing  steadily  out  before  him,'  into  the  glowing  West, 
'  thiongh  the  front  window.  He  had  on  an  old  three-oomered 
^  regimental  hat,  and  had  put  the  hindward  straight  &ap  of  it 
^  foremost,  undoing  the  loop,  so  that  this  flap  hung  down  in 
'  front,  and  screened  him  from  the  sun.  The  hat-strings  (ZTttf- 
'  eordonsy^  trimmings  of  silver  or  gold  cord)  ^  had  got  torn 
^  loose,  and  were  fluttering  about  on  this  down-hanging  front 
^flap;  the  white  feather  in  the  hat  was  tattered  and  dirty; 
^  the  plain  blue  uniform,  with  red  cuffs,  red  coUar,  and  gold 
'  shoulder-bands'  (epaulettes  tnthottt  bush  at  the  end),  ^  was  old 
^  and  dusty,  the  yellow  waistcoat  covered  with  snuff; — ^for  the 
^  rest,  he  had  black-velvet  breeches'  (and,  of  course,  the  perpe- 
tual boatsy  of  which  he  would  allow  no  polishing  or  blackings  still 
less  any  change  for  new  ones  while  they  would  hang  together). 
^  I  thought  always  he  would  speak  to  me.  The  old  woman  could 

<  not  long  hold  me  up ;  and  so  she  set  me  down  again.  Then  the 
'  Eong  looked  at  the  Glerg3rman,  beckoned  him  near,  and  asked, 

*  Whose  child  it  was  ?  "  Herr  von  Marwitz  of  Friedersdorf  s." — 
<<  Is  that  the  General T  "No,  the  Chamberlain."  The  King 
'  made  no  answer:  he  could  not  bear  Chamberlains,  whom  he 
'  considered  as  idle  fellows.  The  new  horses  were  yoked ;  away 
^  they  went.  All  day  the  peasants  had  been  talking  of  the  Eing^ 
'  how  he  would  bring  this  and  that  into  order,  and  pull  eveiy- 
'  body  over  the  coals  who  was  not  agreeable  to  them. 

^  Afterwards  it  turned  out  that  all  Clergymen  were  in  the 
'  habit  of  giving  10  thalers  to  the  coachman  Ffund,  when  the 
'  Eang  lodged  with  them :  the  former  Clergyman  of  Dolgelin 
^  had  regularly  done  it ;  but  the  new  one,  knowing  nothing  of 
^  the  custom,  had  omitted  it  last  year; — and  that  was  the  reason 
^  why  the  fellow  had  so  pushed  along  all  day  that  he  could  pass 
^  Dolgelin  before  sunset,  and  get  his  10  thalers  in  Miincheberg 
'  from  the  Biirgermeister  there. 

2*.  Januaty  1785.    ^  The  second  time  I  saw  the  Bang  was 

*  at  the  Carnival  of  Berlin  in  1785.  I  had  gone  with  my  Tutor 
^  to  a  Cousin  of  mine  who  was  a  Hof  dame  (Dame  de  Cour)  to 
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^  the  Princess  Henri^  and  lived  accordinglj  in  the  Prince-Henri 

*  Palace, — ^which  is  now,  in  onr  days,  become  the  University ; — 
^  her  apartments  were  in  the  third  stoiy,  and  looked  ont  into  the 
^  garden.  As  we  were  ascending  the  great  stairs,  there  came 
^  dashing  past  us  a  little  old  man  with  staring  eyes,  jumping 
^  down  three  steps  at  a  time.  My  Tutor  said,  in  astonishment, 
*^  That  is  Prince  Henri  T  We  now  stept  into  a  window  of  the 
^  first  story,  and  looked  out  to  see  what  the  little  man  had  meant 
'  by  those  swift  boundings  of  his.  And  lo,  there  came  the  King 
^  in  his  carriage  to  visit  him. 

<  Friedrich  the  Second  never  drove  in  Potsdam,  except  when 
^  on  journeys,  but  constantly  rode.  He  seemed  to  think  it  a  dis- 
^  grace,  and  unworthy  of  a  Soldier,  to  go  in  a  carriage :  thus, 
^  when  in  the  last  Autumn  of  his  life  (this  very  1785)  he  was  so 

*  unwell  in  the  windy  Sans-Souci  (where  there  were  no  stoves, 
^  but  only  hearth-fires),  that  it  became  necessary  to  remove  to 

*  the  Schloss  in  Potsdam,  he  could  not  determine  to  drive  thither, 
^  but  kept  hoping  from  day  to  day  for  so  much  improvement  as 

*  might  allow  him  to  ride.    As  no  improvement  came,  and  the 

*  weather  grew  ever  colder,  he  at  length  decided  to  go  over  under 

*  cloud  of  darkness,  in  a  sedan-chair,  that  nobody  might  notice 

*  him. — So  likewise  during  the  Reviews  at  Berlin  or  Charlotten- 

*  burg  he  appeared  always  on  horseback :  but  during  the  Carnival 

*  in  Berlin,  where  he  usually  stayed  four  weeks,  he  drave^  and 

*  this  always  in  Boyal  pomp, — ^thus : 

^  Ahead  went  eight  runners  with  their  staves,  plumed  caps 

*  and  runner-aprons'  {Ldu/er-schurzey  whatever  these  are),  *in 

*  two  rows.    As  these  runners  were  never  used  for  anything  ex- 

*  cept  this  show,  the  office  was  a  kind  of  post  for  Invalids  of  the 

*  Lifeguard.   A  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  King  always 

*  had  to  go  at  a  slow  pace.  His  courses,  however,  were  no  other 
^  than  from  the  Schloss  to, the  Opera  twice  a  week;  and  during 

*  his  whole  residence,  one  or  two  times  to  Prince  Henri  and  the 

*  Princess  Amelia'  (once  always,  too,  to  dine  with  his  Wife,  to 
whom  he  did  not  speak  one  word,  but  merely  bowed  at  begin- 
ning and  ending!)    ^ After  this  the  runners  rested  again  for  a 

*  year.    Behind  them  came  the  Royal  Carriage,  with  a  team  of 

*  eight;  eight  windows  roimd  it ;  the  horses  with  old-fashioned  har- 
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^  ness^  and  plumes  on  their  heads.  Coachman  and  outriders  all 
^  in  the  then  Royal  livery, — ^blue ;  the  collar,  cnffs,  pockets^  and 
^  all  seams,  trimmed  with  a  stripe  of  red  cloth,  and  this  bound 
^  on  both  sides  with  small  gold-cord ;  the  general  effect  .of  ^rhich 
^  was  very  good.  In  the  four  boots  (NebeniritUn)  of  the  ooach 
^  stood  four  Pages,  red  with  gold,  in  silk  stockings,  feather-hats 
^  (crown  all  covered  with  feathers),  but  not  having  plumes  ; — the 

*  valet's  boot  behind,  empty;  and  to  the  rear  of  it,  down  bdow, 
'  where  one  mounts  to  the  valet's  boot'  {B€dientenr4riUj  what  is 
now  become /oo^-ftoard), '  stood  a  groom  {^StaUknecM).  Thus  came 
^  the  Eong,  moving  slowly  along ;  and  entered  through  the  portal 
^  of  the  Palace.  We  looked  down  from  the  window  in  the  staii^ 
^  Prince  Henri  stood  at  the  carriage-door;  the  pages  opened  if^ 

*  the  King  stepped  out,  saluted  his  Brother,  took  him  by  the 
^  hand,  walked  upstairs  with  him,  and  thus  the  two  passed  near 
^  us  (we  retiring  upstairs  to  the  second  story),  and  went  into  the 
^  Apartment,  where  now  Students  run  leaping  about. 

3^  May  2M^  1785.     'The  third  time  I  saw  him  was  that 
'  same  year,  at  BerUn  still,  as  he  returned  home  from  the  Be- 

*  view.**  My  Tutor  had  gone  with  me  for  that  end  to  the  Halle 
'  Gate,  for  we  already  knew  that  on  that  day  he  always  visited 
'  his  Sister,  Princess  Amelia.     He  came  riding  on  a  big  white 

*  horse, — ^no  doubt  old  Cond^  who,  twenty  years  after  this,  still 

*  got  his  free-board  in  the  JScole  V^tMnaire ;  for  since  the  Ba- 
'  varian  War  (1778),  Friedrich  hardly  ever  rode  any  other  horse. 

*  His  dress  was  the  same  as  formerly  at  Dolgelin,  on  the  jom> 

*  ney ;  only  that  the  hat  was  in  a  little  better  condition,  pro- 

*  perly  looped  up,  and  with  the  peak  (but  not  with  the  hmg  peat, 

*  as  is  now  the  fashion)  set  in  front,  in  due  military  style.  Behind 
^  him  were  a  guard  of  Generals,  then  the  Adjutants,  and  finally 

*  the  grooms  of  the  party.     The  whole  "RondeeF  (now  Belle- 

*  Alliance  Platz)  and  the  Wilhelms-Strasse  were  cranuned  full  of 
^  people;  all  windows  crowded,  all  heads' bare,  everywhere  the 

*  deepest  silence ;  and  on  all  countenances  an  expression  of  re- 
'  verence  and  confidence,  as  towards  the  just  steersman  of  all 
'  our  destinies.     The  King  rode  quite  alone  in  front^  and  sa- 

»  'May  21st-23d'  (Eodenbeck,  iil  327). 
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^  luted  people,  continually  taking  off  his  hat.    In  doing  which  he 

'  observed  a  very  marked  gradation,  according  as  the  onlookers 

*  bowing  to  him  from  the  windows  seemed  to  deserve.  At  one 
^  time  he  lifted  the  hat  a  very  little ;  at  another  he  took  it  from 
^  his  head,  and  held  it  an  instant  beside  the  same ;  at  another  he 
^  snnk  it  as  far  as  the  elbow.  But  these  motions  lasted  continu- 
'  ally;  and  no  sooner  had  he  put  on  his  hat,  than  he  saw  other 
^  people,  and  again  took  it  off.  From  the  Halle  Gate  to  the 
^  Koch-Strasse  he  certainly  took  off  his  hat  200  times. 

^  Through  this  reverent  silence  there  sounded  only  the  tramp- 
^  ling  of  the  horses,  and  the  shouting  of  the  Berlin  street-boys, 
'  who  went  jumping  before  him,  capering  with  joy,  and  flung  up 
^  their  hats  into  the  air,  or  skipped  along  close  by  him,  wiping 
'  the  dust  from  his  boots.  I  and  my  Tutor  had  gained  so  much 
'  room  that  we  could  run  alongside  of  him,  hat  in  hand,  among 

*  the  boys. — ^You  see  the  difference  between  then  and  now.  Who 
^  was.it  that  then  made  the  noise?    Who  maintained  a  dignified 

*  demeanour!— T-Who  is  it  that  bawls  and  bellows  now?'  (No- 
bilities ought  to  be  noble,  thinks  this  old  Marwitz,  in  their  re- 
verence to  Nobleness.  If  Nobilities  themselves  become  Washed 
Populaces  in  a  manner,  what  are  we  to  say?)  ^ And  what  value 
^  can  you  put  on  such  bellowing? 

^Arrived  at  the  Princess  Amelia's  Palace  (which,  lying  in 

*  the  Wilhelms-Strasse,  fronts  also  into  the  Koch-Strasse),  the 

*  crowd  grew  still  denser,  for  they  expected  him  there :  the  fore- 

*  court  was  jammed  full ;  yet  in  the  middle,  without  the  presence 
^  of  any  police,  there  was  open  space  left  for  him  and  his  at- 
^  tendants.  He  turned  into  the  Court ;  the  gate-leaves  went 
'  back ;  and  the  aged  lame  Princess,  leaning  on  two  Ladies,  the 

*  Oberhofmeiaterinn  (Chief  Lady)  behind  her,  came  hitching  down 
'  the  flat  steps  to  meet  him.    So  soon  as  he  perceived  her,  he  put 

*  his  horse  to  the  gallop,  pulled  up,  sprang  rapidly  down,  took  off 

*  his  hat  (which  he  now,  however,  held  quite  low  at  the  full  length 

*  of  his  arm),  embraced  her,  gave  her  his  arm,  and  again  led  her 
^  up  the  steps.  The  gate-leaves  went-to ;  all  had  vanished,  and 
^  the  multitude  still  stood,  with  bared  head,  in  silence,  all  eyes 
^  turned  to  the  spot  where  he  had  disappeared ;  and  so  it  lasted 
^  awhile,  till  each  gathered  himself  and  peacefully  went  his  way. 
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^  And  yet  there  had  nothing  happened  I  No  pomp^  no  fire- 
^  works,  no  cannon-shot,  no  drununing  and  fifing,  no  muaicy  no 
^  event  that  had  occurred  I  No,  nothing  bnt  an  old  man  of  73, 
'  ill-dressed,  all  dosty,  was  returning  from  his  da/s  work.  But 
^  everybody  knew  that  this  old  man  was  toiling  also  for  him ;  that 
^  he  had  set  his  whole  life  on  that  labour,  and  for  five-and-f arty 

*  years  had  not  given  it  the  slip  one  day !  Everyone  saw,  more- 
^  over,  the  fruits  of  this  old  man's  labour,  near  and  far,  and  every- 
^  where  around;  and  to  look  on  the  old  man  himself  awakened 
^reverence,   admiration,   pride,   confidence, — in  short,   all  the 

*  nobler  feelings  of  man.'** 

This  was  May  21st,  1785;  I  think,  the  last  time 
Berlin  saw  its  King  in  that  public  manner,  riding 
through  the  streets.  The  Furstenbund  Affair  is  now, 
secretly,  in  a  very  lively  state,  at  Berlin  and  over  Ger- 
many at  large;  and  comes  to  completion  in  a  couple  of 
months  hence, — ^as  shall  be  noticed  farther  on. 

General  BouilUy  home  from  his  West-Indian  Ex^ 
phitSy  visits  Friedrich  (August  5-1 1th,  1784). 

In  these  last  years  of  his  life,  Friedrich  had  noany 
French  of  distinction  visiting  him.  In  1782,  the  Abb& 
Eaynal  (whom,  except  for  his  power  of  fiace,  he  admired 
little)  f^  in  1786,  Mirabeau  (whose  personal  qualities 
seem  to  have  pleased  him) ; — ^but  chiefly,  in  the  interval 
between  these  two,  various  Military  Frenchmen,  now 
home  with  their  laurels  from  the  American  War,  coming 
about  his  Reviews :  eager  to  see  the  Great  Man,  and  be 
seen  by  him.  Lafayette,  S^gur,  and  many  others  came; 
of  whom  the  one  interesting  to  us  is  Marquis  de  Bouill^ : 
already  known  for  his  swift  sharp  operation  on  the  £ng- 
lish  Leeward  Islands ;  and  memorable  afterwards  to  all 

«■  Nachla$8  des  General  von  der  Marwitz^  i  15-20. 
«  Rodenbeck,  iii.  277  n. 
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the  world  for  his  presidency  in  the  Flight  to  Varennes  of 
poor  Louis  XVI.  and  his  Queen,  in  1791 ;  which  w^  by 
no  means  so  successful.  "  The  brave  Bouill^/'  as  we 
called  liiTYi  long  since,  when  writing  of  that  latter  opera- 
tion, elsewhere.  Bouill6  left  Memoir es  of  his  own ;  which 
speak  of  Friedrich :  in  the  Vie  de  BouiUi^  published  re- 
cently by  friendly  hands,^  there  is  Summary  given  of  all 
that  his  Papers  say  on  Friedrich ;  this,  in  still  briefer 
shape,  but  unchanged  otherwise,  readers  shall  now  see. 

^  In  July  1784,  Marquis  de  Botiill6  (lately  returned  from  a 
^  visit  to  England),  desirous  to  see  the  Prussian  Army,  and  to 
^  approach  the  great  Friedrich  while  it  was  yet  time,  travelled  by 

*  way  of  Holland  to  BerUn,  through  Potsdam'  (no  date;^  got  to 
Berlin  ^  August  6th  ;'**  so  that  we  can  guess  ^  August  5th'  for  his 
Potsdam  day).  *  Saw,  at  Sans-Soud,  in  the  vestibule,  a  bronze 
^  Bust  of  Charles  XTT, ;  in  the  dining-room,  among  other  pictures, 
^  a  Portrait  of  the  Chftteauroux,  Louis  XV.'s  first  Mistress.  In 
^  the  King^s  hedroom,  simple  camp-bed,  coverlet  of  crimson  taf- 
^  f etas, — rather  dirty,  as  well  as  the  other  furniture,  on  account 
^  of  the  dogs.    Many  books  lying  about :  Cicero,  Tacitus,  Titus 

*  Livius'  (in  French  Translations),  ^  On  a  chair,  Portrait  of 
^  Kaiser  Joseph  11. ;  same  in  King's  Apartments  in  Berlin  Schloss, 
^  also  in  the  Potsdam  New  Palace :  "  (Test  unjeune  homme  que  je 
^^  ne  dois  pas  perdre  de  vueJ^ 

^King  entering,  took  off  his  hat,  saluting  the  Marquis,  whom 
^  a  Chamberlain  called  Groertz  presented'  (no  Chamberlain ;  a 
Xdeutenant-General,  and  much  about  the  King ;  his  Brother,  the 
Weimar  Goertz,  is  gone  as  Prussian  Minister  to  Petersburg  some 
time  ago).  ^King  talked  about  the  War  dee  Isles^  (my  West- 
India  War), '  and  about  England.  «  They"  (the  English)  «  are 
^^  like  sick  people  who  have  had  a  fever;  and  don't  know  how 
*'  ill  they  have  been,  till  the  fit  is  over."  Fox  he  treated  as  a 
^  noisy  fellow  (de  brauiUon) ;  but  expressed  admiration  of  young 

*  Pitt.     "  The  coolness  with  which  he  can  stand  being  not  only 

**  Een6  de  Bouill6,  Essai  but  la  Vie  du  Marquis  de  BouillS  (Paris,  1853). 
»  Rodenbeck,  ilL  309. 
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19ih-24th  Aug.  1784. 
^  contradicted,  bat  ridiculed  and  insulted,  eela  parait  aur-des^ug 
^^  de  la  patience  humaineJ*  King  closed  the  conversation  by  saj- 
'  ing  he  would  be  glad  to  see  me  in  Silesia,  whither  he  was  just 
^  about  to  go  for  Reviews'  (will  go  in  ten  days,  August  15th). 

^Friedrich  was  72,'  last  January  24th.  'His  physiognomy, 
'  dress,  appearance,  are  much  what  the  numerous  well-known 

*  Portraits  represent  him.  At  Court,  and  on  great  Ceremonies, 
^  he  appears  sometimes  in  black-coloured  stockings  rolled  over 
^  the  knee,  and  rose-coloured  or  sky-blue  coat  (bleu  cdeste).  He 
^  is  fond  of  these  colours,  as  his  furniture  too  shows.  The 
'  Marquis  dined  with  the  Prince  of  Prussia,  without  previous 

*  presentation ;  so  simple  are  the  manners  of  this  Soldier  Court. 
^  The  Heir  Presmnptive  lodges  at  a  brewer^s  house,  and  in  a 
'  very  mean  way ;  is  not  allowed  to  sleep  from  home  without 
^  permission  from  the  King.' 

Bouill6  set  out  for  Silesia,  11th  August;  was  at  Neisse  in 
good  time.  'Went,  at  5  A.M.'  (date  is  August  19th,  Review 
lasts  till  24th),'^  'to  see  the  King  mount.  All  the  Generals, 
'  Prince  of  Prussia  among  them,  waited  in  the  street ;  outside 
'  of  a  very  simple  House,  where  the  King  lodged.  After  wait- 
'  ing  half  an   hour,  his  Majesty  appeared ;   saluted  very  gran 

*  ciously,  without  uttering  a  word.  This  was  one  of  his  special 
'  Reviews'  (that  was  it !).  '  He  rode  {marchaU)  generally  alone, 
'  in  utter  silence ;  it  was  then  that  he  had  his  regard  terrible^ 
^  and  his  features  took  the  impress  of  severity,  to  say  no  more.' 
(Is  displeased  with  ^he  Review,  I  doubt,  though  Bouill^  saw 
nothing  amiss; — and  merely  tells  us  farther)  :  'At  the  Reviews 
'  the  King  inspects  strictly  one  regiment  after  another :  it  is 
'  he  that  selects  the  very  Corporals  and  Sergeants,  much  more 
^  the  Upper  Officers ;  nominating  for  vacancies  what  Cadets  are 
'  to  fill  them, — all  of  whom  are  Nobles.'  Yes,  with  rare  excep- 
tions, all.  Friedrich,  democratic  as  his  temper  was,  is  very  strict 
on  this  point;  "because,"  says  he  repeatedly,  "Nobles  have 
honour ;  a  Noble  that  misbehaves,  or  flinches  in  the  moment  of 
crisis,  can  find  no  refuge  in  his  own  class ;  whereas  a  man  of 
lower  birth  always  can  in  his."^    Bouille  continues : 

'After  Review,  dined  with  his  Majesty.    Just  before  dinner 

»  Bodenbeck,  iiL  310.  *•  (Euvres  de  FredSric  (more  than  once). 
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*  he  gave  to  the  assembled  Generals  the  "  Order^  for  tomor- 

*  roVs  Manoeuvres'  (as  we  saw  in  Conway's  case,  ten  years  ago). 
'  This  lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  Eang  then  saluted 

*  everybody,  taking  off  iTh'<Lffectueiisement  his  hat,  which  he  im- 
^  mediately  put  on  again.  Had  now  his  affable  mien,  and  was 
'  most  polite  to  the  strangers  present.     Conversation  turned  on 

*  the  Wars  of  Louis  XIV. ;  then  on  English-American  War, — 
^  King  always  blaming  the  English,  whom  he  does  not  like. 
^  Dinner  lasted  three  hours.  His  Majesty  said  more  than  once 
^  to  me'  (in  ill  humour,  I  should  almost  guess,  and  wishful  to 
hide  it) :  "  Complete  freedom  here,  as  if  we  were  in  oiur  Tavern 
^'  {Iciy  ioute  Uberi^  Mondmrj  comme  si  rums  itions  an  caUxxrei)  I" 

*  On  the  morrow,'  August  20th,  ^  dined  again.  King  talked  of 
^  France ;  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  whose  principles  of  administrar 

*  tion  he  praised.   Repeated  several  times,  that  "  he  did  not  think 

*  the  French  Nation  fit  for  Free  Government  I"  At  the  Reviews, 
^  Friedrich  did  not  himself  command ;  but  prescribed,  and  f  ol- 
^  lowed  the  movements ;  criticised,  reprimanded,  and  so  forth. 
^  On  horseback  six  hours  together,  without  seeming  fatigued. 

*  King  left  for  Breslau,  25th  August*  (24th,  if  it  were  of 
moment).  *Bouill^  followed  thither;  dined  again.  Besides  OflS- 
'  cers,  there  were  present  several  Polish  Princes,  the  Bishop  of 
^  the  Diocese,  and  the  Abbot  Bastiani.  King  made  pleasantries 
'  about  religion'  (pity,  that) ;  *  Bastiani  not  slow  with  repartees,' 
of  a  defensive  kind.  *  King  told  me,  on  one  occasion,  "Would 
"  you  believe  it?  I  have  just  been  putting  my  poor  Jesuits' 
*^  finances  into  order.  They  understand  nothing  of  such  things, 
"  ce«  Jorw  hmimea.  They  are  useful  to  me  in  forming  my  Ca- 
^*  tholic  Clergy.  I  have  arranged  it  with  his  Holiness  the  Pope, 
"  who  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  behaves  very  well  to  me."  Point- 
ing from  the  window  to  the  Convent  of  Capuchins,  "Those 
"  fellows  trouble  me  a  little  with  their  bell-ringings.  They 
"  offered  to  stop  it  at  night,  for  my  sake :  but  I  declined. 
"  One  must  leave  everybody  to  his  trade ;  theirs  is  to  pray, 
"  and  I  should  have  been  sorry  to  deprive  them  of  their  chimes 
«  {carillony 

*  The  20,000  troops,  assembled  at  Breslau,  did  not  gain  the 

*  King's  approval,' — ^f ar  from  it,  alas,  as  we  shall  all  see  1  ^  To 
'  some  Chiefs  of  Corps  he  said,  "  Vous  ressemblez  plus^  a  des 
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21sfc-23d  Sepfe.  1784. 
^  taUleurs  grid  des  rniiUaires  (Yoa  axe  more  like  tailors  than 
^^  soldiers)  I"  He  cashiered  several^  and  even  sent  one  MBJ<ff^ 
^  General  to  prison  for  six  weeks.'  That  of  the  tailors^  and 
Major-Greneral  Erlach  dapt  in  prison^  is  too  true; — nor  is  that 
the  saddest  part  of  the  Ajffair  to  us.  ^Bouill4  was  bound  now 
^  on  an  excursion  to  Prague,  to  a  Gamp  of  the  Kaiser's  theie. 
^^  Mind,"  said  the  King,  alluding  to  Bouill^'s  blue  uniform, — 
'^  mind,  in  the  Oountiy  you  are  going  to,  they  don't  like  the 
^^  blue  coats ;  and  your  Queen  has  even  preserved  the  family 
^'  repugnance,  for  she  does  not  like  them  either."^ 

^  September  5th,  1784,  Bouill6  arrived  at  Prague.  Anstrian 
'  Manoeuvres  are  very  different;  troops,  though  more  splendidly 
^  dressed,  contrast  unfavourably  with  Prussians ;' — unfavourably, 
though  the  strict  Eang  was  so  dissatisfied.  ^Kaiser  Joseph, 
^  speaking  of  Friedrich,  always  admiringly  calls  him  ^Xe  RoL* 
^  Joseph  a  great  questioner,  and  answers  lus  own  questions.  EBs 
^  tone  brusqus  et  cUcidd.    Dinner  lasted  one  hour. 

^Returned  to  Potsdam  to  assist  at  the  Autumn  Beviews,' 
21st^23d  September  1784.**  *  Dinner  very  splendid,  magnifi- 
^  cently  served ;  twelve  handsome  Pages,  in  blue  or  rose-coloured 

*  velvet,  waited  on  the  Guests, — ^these  being  forty  old  rude  War- 
^  riors  booted  and  spurred.    King  spoke  of  the  French,  approT- 

*  ingly :  "  But,"  added  he,  "  the  Court  spoils  everything.  Those 
^^  Court-fellows,  vdth  their  red  heels  and  delicate  nerves,  make 
^^  very  bad  soldiers.  Saxe  often  told  me.  In  his  Flanders  Cam- 
^'  paigns,  the  Courtiers  gave  him  more  trouble  than  did  Cumber- 
^^  land."  Talked  of  Mar^chal  JKichelieu;  of  Louis  XIY.,  whose 
^  apology  he  skilfully  made.    Blamed,  however,  the  Bevocatioii 

*  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.    Great  attachment  of  the  ^^  Protestant 

*  Refugees"  to  France  and  its  King.  "  Would  you  believe  it  ?" 
said  he :  "  Under  Louis  XIV.  they  and  their  families  used  to 
^^  assemble  on  the  day  of  St.  Louis,  to  celebrate  the/^  of  the 
*^  King  who  persecuted  them  I"  Expressed  pity  for  Louis  XV., 
^  and  praised  his  good-nature. 

'  Friedrich,  in   his  conversation,  showed  a  modesly  which 

*  seemed  a  little   affected.    "  S^U  rrieat  permis  dtavair  une  cpi- 

»  Essai  sur  la  Vie  du  Jfarquia  de  BouilU^  pp.  134-149. 
••  Rodenbeck,  iii.  313. 
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^  nion^  a  common  expression  of  his; — said  "opinion**  on  most 
'  things,  on  Medicine  among  others,  heing  always  excellent. 
^  Thinks  French  Literature  surpasses  that  of  the  Ancients. 
^  Small  opinion  of  English  Literature :  turned  Shakspeare  into 
^  ridicule;  and  made  also  bitter  fim  of  German  Letters, — their 
*  Language  barbarous,  their  Authors  without  genius.'     *     * 

^  I  asked,  and  received  permission  from  the  King,  to  bring 
^  my  Son  to  be  admitted  in  his  AcaMmie  des  Gentikhommes ;  an 
^exceptional  favour.  On  parting,  the  King  said  to  me:  "I 
^  hope  you  will  return  to  me  Mar^chal  de  France ;  it  is  what 
^  I  should  like^  and  your  Nation  couldn't  do  better,  nobody 
^^  being  in  a  state  to  render  it  greater  services." ' 

Bouill^  will  reappear  for  an  instant  next  year.  Meanwhile 
he  returns  to  France,  '  first  days  of  October  1784,'  where  he 
finds  Prince  Henri;  who  is  on  Visit  there  for  three  months 
past.'*  A  shining  event  in  Prince  Henri's  Life ;  and  a  profitable ; 
poor  King  Louis, — ^what  was  very  welcome  in  Henri's  state  of 
finance, — ^having,  in  a  deUcate  kingly  way,  insinuated  into  him  a 
^  Gift  of  400,000  francs'  (16,000i.) :»«— partly  by  way  of  retam- 
ing-fee  for  France;  *'may  turn  to  excellent  account,"  think 
some,  **when  a  certain  Nephew  comes  to  reign  yonder,  as  he 
soon  must." 

What  Bouill6  heard  about  the  Silesian  Reviews  is 
perfectly  true ;  and  only  a  part  of  the  truth.  Here,  to 
the  person  chiefly  responsible,  is  an  indignant  Letter  of 
the  King's :  to  a  notable  degree,  full  of  settled  wrath 
against  one  who  is  otherwise  a  dear  old  Friend : 

Friedrich  to  lAeutenanir  General  Tauentzieriy  Infantry  Inspector^ 
General  of  Silesia, 

"  Potsdam,  7th  September  1784. 

"  My  dear  General  von  Tauentzien, — ^While  in  Silesia  I  men- 
^  tioned  to  ^ou,  and  will  now  repeat  in  writing.  That  my  Army 

w  *  2d  July  1784;  Prince  Henri  had  gone  (Bodenbeck,  iii.  309). 

*»  Anonymons  (De  la  Boche-Aymon),  Vieprivee,  politique  et  militaire 
du  Prince  Henri,  Frere  de  Frederic  II  (a  poor,  vague  and  uninstmctiye, 
though  authentic  little  Book :  Paris,  1809),  pp.  219-239. 
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^^  in  Silesia  was  at  no  time  so  bad  as  at  present.  Were  I  to 
^^  make  Shoemakers  or  Tailors  into  Generals^  the  Begiments 
^^  could  not  be  worse.  Begiment  Thadden  is  not  fit  to  be  the 
^^  most  insignificant  militia  battalion  of  a  Prussian  Armj ;  Bodt- 
"  kirch  and  Schwar£^ — ^bad  as  possible  all  of  them — "  of  ErJachj 
^^  the  men  are  so  spoiled  by  smuggling  (sad  industry^  instead 
of  drilling)^  '^  thej  have  no  resemblance  to  Soldiers ;  Keller  is 
^  like  a  heap  of  undrilled  boors ;  Hager  has  a  miserable  Com- 
**  mander ;  and  your  own  Regiment  is  very  mediocre.  Only 
^  with  Gfraf  von  Anhalt''  (in  spite  of  his  head)^  ^^  with  Wende99el^ 
"  and  Markgfuf  Heinrichj  could  I  be  content.  See  you,  that  is 
^^  the  state  I  found  the  Regiments  in,  one  after  one.  I  will  now 
^'  speak  of  their  ManoeuTering^'  (in  our  Mimic  Battles  on  the 
late  occasion) : 

^^  Schwartz,  at  Neisse,  made  the  impardonable  mistake  of  not 
^'  sufficiently  besetting  the  Height  on  the  Left  Wing ;  had  it 
^^  been  serious,  the  Battle  had  been  lost.  At  Breslau,  Elrlach*^ 
(who  is  a  Major-General,  forsooth !),  '^  instead  of  covering  the 
"  Army  by  seizing  the  Heights,  marched  off  with  his  Division 
"  straight  as  a  row  of  cabbages  into  that  Defile ;  whereby,  had  it 
"  been  earnest,  the  enemy's  Cavalry  would  have  cut  down  our 
"  Infantry,  and  the  Fight  was  gone. 

"  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  lose  Battles  by  the  base  conduct 
"  (Idcheti)  of  my  Generals :  wherefore  I  hereby  appoint,  That 
*'  you,  next  year,  if  I  be  alive,  assemble  the  Army  between  Bres« 
"  lau  and  Ohlau ;  and  for  four  days  before  I  arrive  in  your 
''  Camp,  carefully  manoeuvre  with  the  ignorant  Generals,  and 
^^  teach  them  what  their  duty  is.  Regiment  Von  Amim  and 
"  Garrison-Regiment  Von  KaniU  are  to  act  the  Enemy :  and 
"  whoever  does  not  then  fulfil  his  duty  shall  go  to  Court-Mar- 
"  tial, — ^for  I  should  think  it  shame  of  any  Country  (jeden  PuU- 
"  sance)  to  keep  such  people,  who  trouble  themselves  so  little 
*^  about  their  business.  Erlach  sits  four  weeks  longer  in  arrest" 
(to  have  six  weeks  of  it  in  full).  "  And  you  have  to  make  known 
**  this  my  present  Declared  Will  to  your  whole  Inspection. — ^F.**** 

What  a  peppering  is  the  excellent  old  Tauentzien 
getting !    Here  is  a  case  for  Kaltenbom,  and  the  sympa- 

»  Bodenbeck,  iii  311. 
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tides  of  Opposition  people.  But,  alas,  this  King  knows 
that  Annies  are  not  to  be  kept  at  the  working  point 
on  cheaper  terms, — ^though  some  have  tried  it,  by  grog, 
by  sweet-meats,  sweet-speeches,  and  found  it  in  the  end 
come  horribly  dearer !  One  thing  is  certwn :  the  Sile- 
sian  Reviews,  next  Year,  if  this  King  be  alive,  will  be  a 
terrible  matter;  and  Military  Gentlemen  had  better  look 
to  themselves  in  time !  Kaltenbom's  sympathy  will  help 
little ;  nothing  but  knowing  one's  duty,  and  visibly  and 
indisputably  doing  it,  will  the  least  avail. 

Just  in  the  days  when  Bouill6  left  him  for  France, 
Friedrich  ('October  1784')  had  conceived  the  notion 
of  some  general  Confederation,  or  Combination  in  the 
Reich,  to  resist  the  continual  Encroachments  of  Aus- 
tria; which  of  late  are  becoming  more  rampant  than 
ever.  Thus,  in  the  last  year,  especially  within  the  last 
six  months,  a  poor  Bishop  of  Passau,  quasi-Bavarian, 
or  in  theory  Sovereign  Bishop  of  the  Reich,  is  getting 
himself  pulled  to  pieces  (Diocese  torn  asunder,  and 
masses  of  it  forcibly  se wed-on  to  their  new  "  Bishopric 
of  Vienna"),  in  the  most  tragic  manner,  in  spite  of 
express  Treaties,  and  of  all  the  outcries  the  poor  man 
and  the  Holy  Father  himself  can  make  against  it.^ 
To  this  of  Passau,  and  to  the  much  of  Panis-Briefe  and 
the  like  which  had  preceded,  Friedrich,  though  studi- 
ously saying  almost  nothing,  had  been  paying  the  ut- 
most of  attention : — ^part  of  Prince  Henri's  errand  to 
France  is  thought  to  have  been,  to  take  soundings  on 

•*  Dohm  (DmJcwurdigkeiten,  iii.  46, —  Geschichte  der  letzkn  Periode 
Friedrichs  des  Zwelten)  gives  ample  particulars.  Dohm's  first  3  voltimes 
call  themselTes  *  History  of  Friedrich's  last  Period,  1778-1786 ;'  and  are 
full  of  Bavarian  War,  3d  vol.  mostly  of  Furstenhund j—^Sl  in  a  candid, 
authentic,  but  watery  and  rather  wearisome  way. 
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those  matters  (on  which  France  proves  altogether  will- 
ing, if  able);  and  now,  in  the  general  emotion  about 
Passau,  Friedrich  jots  down  in  a  Note  to  Herzberg  the 
above  idea;  with  order  to  put  it  into  form  a  little,  and 
consult  about  it  in  the  Reich  with  parties  interested. 
Herzberg  took  the  thing  up  with  zeal;  instructed  the 
Prussian  Envoys  to  inquire,  cautiously,  everjrwhere ; 
jGmcied  he  did  find  willingness  in  the  Courts  of  the 
Reich,  in  Hanover  especially :  in  a  word,  got  his  various 
irons  into  the  fire; — and  had  not  proceeded  far,  when 
there  rose  another  case  of  Austrian  Encroachment,  which 
eclipsed  all  the  preceding;  and  speedily  brought  Herz- 
berg's  irons  to  the  welding-point.  Too  brief  we  camiot 
be  in  this  matter  ;  here  are  the  dates,  mostly  &om 
Dohm: 

Newyeara-Day  1785,  on  or  about  that  day,  Roman- 
zow.  Son  of  our  old  Colberg  and  Anti-Turk  friend,  who  is 
Russian  ^  Minister  in  the  Ober-Rheinish  Circle,'  appears 
at  the  little  Court  of  Zweibriick,  with  a  most  sudden 
and  astounding  message  to  the  Duke  there : 

"  Important  Bargain  agreed  upon  between  your  Kai- 
ser and  his  Highness  of  the  Pfalz  and  Baiem;  am  com- 
manded by  my  Sovereign  Lady,  on  behalf  of  her  fi^iend 
the  Kaiser,  to  make  it  known  to  you.  Baiem  all  and 
whole  made  over  to  Austria ;  in  return  for  which  the 
now  Kur-Baiem  gets  the  Austrian  Netherlands  (Citadels 
of  Limburg  and  Luxemburg  alone  excepted) ;  and  is  a 
King  henceforth,  '  King  of  Burgundy*  to  be  the  Title, 
he  and  his  fortunate  Successors  for  all  time  coming.  To 
your  fortunate  self,  in  acknowledgment  of  your  imme- 
diate consent,  Austria  offers  the  free-gift  of  100,000/., 
and  to  your  Brother  Max  of  50,000Z. ;  Kur-Baiem,  for 
his  loyal  conduct,  is  to  have  150,000Z. ;  and  to  all  of 
you,  if  handsome,  Austria  will  be  handsome  generally. 
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For  the  rest,  the  thing  is  already  settled ;  and  your  re- 
fusal will  not  hinder  it  from  going  forward.  I  request 
to  know,  within  eight  days,  what  your  Highness's  deter- 
mination is !" 

His  poor  Highness,  thunderstruck  as  may  be  ima- 
gined, asks:  "But — but — ^What  would  your  Excel- 
lency advise  me?"  "  Haven't  the  least  advice,"  answers 
his  Excellency:  "will  wait  at  Frankfiirt-on-Mayn,  for 
eight  da3rs,  what  your  Highness's  resolution  is;  hoping 
it  may  be  a  wise  one ; — and  have  the  honour  at  present 
to  say  Good-morning."  Sudden,  like  a  thunderbolt  in 
winter,  the  whole  phenomenon.  This,  or  January  Zd^ 
when  Friedrich,  by  Express  from  Zweibrflck,  first  heard 
of  this,  may  be  considered  as  birthday  of  a  Fiirsten- 
bund  now  no  longer  hypothetic,  but  certain  to  become 
actnaL 

Zweibrttck  naturally  shot  off  expresses:  to  Peters- 
burg (no  answer  ever) ;  to  Berlin  (with  answer  on  the 
instant) ; — ^and  in  less  than  eight  days,  poor  Zweibrttck, 
such  the  intelligence  from  Berlin,  was  in  a  condition  to 
write  to  ^rankfurt :  "  Excellency,  No ;  I  do  not  con- 
sent, nor  ever  will."  For  King  Friedrich  is  broad-awake 
again; — and  Herzberg's  smithy-fires,  we  may  conceive 
how  the  winds  rose  upon  these,  and  brought  matters  to 
a  welding  heat ! — 

The  Czarina, — on  Friedrich's  urgent  remonstrance, 
"  What  is  this,  great  Madam?  To  your  old  Ally, 
and  from  the  Guaranty  and  Author  of  the  Peace  of 
Teschen!" — had  speedily  answered:  "Far  from  my 
thoughts  to  violate  the  Peace  of  Teschen;  very  far: 
I  fancied  this  was  an  advantageous  exchange,  advan- 
tageous to  Zweibrttck  especially;  but  since  Zweibrttck 
thinks  otherwise,  of  course  there  is  end."  *  Of  course ;' 
— ^tliough  my  Romanzow  did  talk  differently;  and  the 
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forge-fires  of  a  certain  person  are  getting  blown  at  a 
mighty  rate!  Herzberg's  operation  was  conducted  at 
first  with  the  greatest  secrecy;  but  his  Envoys  were 
busy  in  all  likely  places,  his  Proposal  finding  singular 
consideration;  acceptance,  here,  there, — "A  very  mild 
and  safe-looking  Project,  most  mild  in  tone  surely!"— 
and  it  soon  came  to  Kaunitz's  ear;  most  unwelcome  to 
the  new  Kingdom  of  Burgundy  and  him! 

Thrice  over,  in  the  months  ensuing  (April  13th, 
May  11th,  June  23d),  in  the  shape  of  a  ^  Circular  to  all 
Austrian  Ambassadors,'^  Kaunitz  lifted  up  his  voice  in 
severe  dehortation,  the  tone  of  him  waxing  more  and 
more  indignant,  and  at  last  snuffling  almost  tremulous 
quite  into  alt,  ^^  against  the  calunmies  and  malices  of 
some  persons,  misinterpreters  of  a  most  just  Kaiser  and 
his  actions."  But  as  the  Czarina,  meanwhile,  declared 
to  the  Reich  at  large,  that  she  held,  and  would  ever 
hold,  the  Peace  of  Teschen  a  thing  sacred,  and  this  or 
any  Kingdom  of  Burgundy,  or  change  of  the  Reichs 
Laws,  impossible, — ^the  Kaunitz  clangours  availed  no- 
thing; and  Fiirstenbund  privately,  but  at  a  mighty  pace, 
went  forward.  And,  June  29^A,  1785,  after  much  labour, 
secret  but  effective,  on  the  part  of  Dohm  and  others, 
Three  Plenipotentiaries,  the  Prussian,  the  Saxon,  the 
Hanoverian  ("excellent  method  to  have  only  the  prin- 
cipal Three!")  met,  still  very  privately,  at  Berlin;  and 
labouring  their  best,  had,  in  about  four  weeks,  a  Fiirsten- 
bund Covenant  complete;  signed,  My  23^  by  these 
Three, — ^to  whom  all  others  that  approved  append  them- 
selves. As  an  effective  respectable  number,  Brunswick, 
Hessen,  Mainz  and  others,  did,^ — ^had  not,  indeed,  the 
first  Three  themselves,  especially  as  Hanover  meant 
England  withal,  been  themselves  moderately  sufficient 

M  Dohm,  iiL  64,  68.  «  List  of  them  in  Dohm. 
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— Here,  before  the  date  quite  pass,  are  two  Clippings 
which  may  be  worth  their  room : 

BauiMs  Second  Vieit  (Spring  1785).  May  10th,  1785,— 
just  while  Fdrstenbundf  so  privately,  was  in  the  birth-throes, — 
^  Marquis  de  Bouille  had  again  come  to  Berlin,  to  place  his 
^  eldest  Son  in  the  AcadAnie  des  GentiUiommes ;  where  the  young 
^man  stayed  two  years.  Was  at  Potsdam,'  May  13th-16th;^' 
^  well  received ;  dined  at  Sans-Souci.  Informed  the  King  of  the 
^  Due  de  Choiseul's  death'  (Paris,  May  8th).  ^King,  shaking  his 

*  head,  "  II  riy  a  paa  grand  maV^    Seems  piqued  at  the  Queen 

*  of  France,  who  had  not  shown  much  attention  to  Prince  Henri. 

*  Spoke  of  Peter  the  Great,  "  whose  many  high  quaUties  were 

*  darkened  by  suigular  cruelty."  When  at  BerUn,  going  on  foot, 
^  as  his  custom  was,  unattended,  to  call  on  King  Friedrich  Wil- 

*  helm,  the  people  in  the  streets  crowded  much  about  him. 
^^  Brother,"  said  he  to  the  King,  "your  subjects  are  deficient 
^*  in  respect ;  order  one  or  two  of  them  to  be  hanged ;  it  will 
*^  restrain  the  others !"    During  the  same  visit,  one  day,  at 

*  Charlottenburg,  the  Czar,  after  dinner,  stepped  out  on  a  bal- 

*  cony  which  looked  into  the  Gardens.  Seeing  many  people 
^  assembled  below,  he  gnashed  his  tpeth  (gringa  des  dents\  and 

*  began  giving  signs  of  frenzy.  Shifty  Httle  Catharine,  who  was 
^  Tvith  him,  requested  that  a  certain  person  down  among  the 

*  crowd,  who  had  a  yellow  wig,  should  be  at  once  put  away,  or 
^  something  bad  would  happen.  This  done,  the  Czar  became 
^  quiet  again.    The  Czarina  added,  he  was   subject  to   such 

*  attacks  of  frenzy ;  and  that,  when  she  saw  it,  she  would  scratch 
^  his  head,  which  moderated  him.    "  VoiltLj  Monsiewy'^  concluded 

*  the  King,  addressing  me :  "  VoiUt  lea  grands  hommes  /" 

^Bouille  spent  a  fortnight  at  Bheinsberg,  with  Prince  Henri ; 
^  who  represents  his  Brother  as  impatient,  restless,  envious,  sus- 

*  picious,  even  timid ;  of  an  ill-regulated  imagination,' — ^nothing 
like  so  wise  as  some  of  us  I  ^  Is  too  apprehensive  of  war ;  which 
^  may  very  likely  bring  it  on.  On  the  least  alarm,  he  assembles 
^  troops  at  the  frontier ;  Joseph  does  the  hke ;  and  so' — ^A  notably 
splenetic  little  Henri ;  head  of  an  Opposition  Party  which  has 

w  Rodenbeck,  iiL  3^5. 
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had  to  hold  its  tongue.  Cherishes  in  the  silent  depths  of  him 
an  almost  ghastly  indignation  against  his  Brother  on  some  points. 
*  Bouill6  returned  to  Paris,  June  ITSS.'^s 

Camte  de  Si^gur  (on  the  road  to  Petersburg  as  French  ^linis- 
ter)  has  seen  Friedrich :  January  29th,  1785.  S^gur  says :  *  With 
lively  curiosity  I  gazed  at  this  man ;  there  as  he  stood,  great 
in  genius,  small  in  stature ;  stooping,  and  as  it  were  bent  down 
under  the  weight  of  his  laurels  and  of  his  long  toils.  His  blue 
coat,  old  and  worn  like  his  body;  his  long  boots  coming  up 
above  the  knee ;  his  waistcoat  covered  with  snuff,  formed  an 
odd  but  imposing  whole.  By  the  fire  of  his  eyes,  you  recog- 
nised that  in  essentials  he  had  not  grown  old.  Though  beaiv 
ing  himself  like  an  invalid,  you  felt  that  he  could  strike  like 
a  young  soldier;  in  his  small  figure,  you  discerned  a  spirit 
greater  than  any  other  man's.*     *     * 

^If  used  at  all  to  intercourse  with  the  great  world,  and  pos- 
sessed of  any  elevation  of  mind,  you  have  no  embarrassment 
in  speaking  to  a  King ;  but  to  a  Great  Man  you  present  youi^ 
self  not  without  fear.  Friedrich,  in  his  private  sphere,  was  of 
sufficiently  unequal  humour;  wayward,  wilful ;  open  to  preju- 
dices ;  indulged  in  mockery,  often  enough  epigrammatic  upon 
the  French; — agreeable  in  a  high  degree  to  strangers  whom 
he  pleased  to  favour;  but  bitterly  piquant  for  those  he  was 
prepossessed  against,  or  who,  without  knowing  it,  had  ill 
chosen  the  hour  of  approaching  him.  To  me,  luck  was  kind 
in  all  these  points;'  my  Interview  delightful,  but  not  to  be 
reported  farther.^ 

Except  Mirabeau,  about  a  year  after  this,  Segur  is  the  last 
distinguished  French  visitor.  French  Correspondence  the  King 
has  now  little  or  none.  October  gone  a  year,  his  D'Alembert, 
the  last  intellectual  Frenchman  he  had  a  real  esteem  for,  died. 
Paris  and  France  seem  to  be  sinking  into  strange  depths ;  less 
and  less  worth  hearing  of.  Now  and  then  a  straggling  Note 
from  Condorcet,  Grinun,  or  the  like,  are  all  he  gets  there. 

That  of  the  Fiirstenbund  put  a  final  check  on  Jo- 

*•  Essai  8ur  la  Vie  de  Douille  (ubi  supra). 

»  'Memoires  par  M,  le  Comte  de  Segur  (Paris,  1826),  ii-  133,  120:* 
cited  in  Preuss,  iv.  218.    For  date,  see  Rodenbeck,  iii.  322,  323. 
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seph's  notions  of  making  the  Eeich  a  reality;  his 
reforms  and  ambitions  had  thenceforth  to  take  other 
directions,  and  leave  the  poor  old  Eeich  at  peace.  A 
mighty  reformer  he  had  been,  the  greatest  of  his  day. 
Broke  violently  in  upon  quiescent  Austrian  routine,  on 
every  side:  monkeries,  school-pedantries,  trade-mono- 
polies, serfages, — all  things,  military  and  civil,  spiritual 
and  temporal,  he  had  resolved  to  make  perfect  in  a 
minimum  of  time.  Austria  gazed  on  him,  its  admira- 
tion not  unmixed  with  terror.  He  rushed  incessantly 
about;  hardy  as  a  Charles  Twelfth;  slept  on  his  bear- 
skin on  the  floor  of  any  inn  or  hut ; — ^flew  at  the  throat 
of  every  Absurdity,  however  broad-based  or  danger- 
ously armed,  "Disappear,  I  say!"  Will  hurl  you  an 
Official  of  Rank,  where  need  is,  into  the  Pillory;  sets 
him,  in  one  actual  instance,  to  permanent  sweeping  of 
the  streets  in  Vienna.  A  most  prompt,  severe,  and  yet 
beneficent  and  charitable  kind  of  man.  Immensely  am- 
bitious, that  must  be  said  withal.  A  great  admirer  of 
Friedrich;  bent  to  imitate  him  with  profit.  "  Very 
"  clever  indeed,"  says  Friedrich;  "but  has  the  fault" 
(a  terribly  grave  one!)  "of  generally  taking  the  second 
"  step  without  having  taken  the  first." 

A  troublesome  neighbour  he  proved  to  everybody, 
not  by  his  reforms  alone; — ^and  ended,  pretty  much  as 
here  in  the  Fiirstenhund^  by  having,  in  all  matters,  to 
give  in  and  desist.  In  none  of  his  foreign  Ambitions 
could  he  succeed ;  in  none  of  his  domestic  Reforms.  In 
regard  to  these  latter,  somebody  remarks :  *  No  Austrian 
^  man  or  thing  articulately  contradicted  his  fine  efforts 
'  that  way;  but,  inarticulately,  the  whole  weight  of  Aus- 

*  trian  vis  inertice  bore  day  and  night  against  him; — 

*  whereby,  as  we  now  see,  he  bearing  the  other  way 

*  with  the  force  of  a  steam-ram,  a  hundred  tons  to  the 
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'  square  inch,  the  one  result  was,  To  dislocate  every 

*  joint  in  the  Austrian  Edifice,  and  have  it  ready  for 

*  the  Napoleonic  Earthquakes  that  ensued.'  In  regard 
to  ambitions  abroad  it  was  no  better.  The  Dutch  fired 
upon  his  Scheld  Frigate :  "  War,  if  you  will,  you  most 
aggressive  Kaiser;  but  this  Toll  is  ours!"  His  Nether- 
lands revolted  against  him,  "  Can  holy  religion^  and 
old  use-and-wont  be  tumbled  about  at  this  rate?"  His 
Grand  Russian  Copartneries  and  Turk  War  went  to 
water  and  disaster.  His  reforms,  one  and  all,  had  to 
be  revoked  for  the  present.  Poor  Joseph,  broken- 
hearted (for  his  private  griefs  were  many,  too),  lay 
down  to  die.  "  You  may  put  for  epitaph,"  said  he 
with  a  tone  which  is  tragical  and  pathetic  to  us,  "  Here 
lies  Joseph,"  the  grandly-attempting  Joseph,  "  who  could 
succeed  in  nothing."*^  A  man  of  very  high  qualities, 
and  much  too  conscious  of  them.  A  man  of  an  ambi- 
tion without  bounds.  One  of  those  fatal  men,  fatal  to 
themselves  first  of  all,  who  mistake  half-genius  for 
whole;  and  rush  on  the  second  step  without  having 
made  the  first.  Cannot  trouble  the  old  King  or  us  any 
more. 

«•  Died,  at  Vienna,  20th  February  1790,  still  under  fifty ;— -bom  there, 
13th  March  1741.  Hormayr,  Oesterreichischer  Plutarch^  iv.  (2te8)  125- 
223  (and  five  or  six  recent  Lives  of  Joseph,  none  of  which,  that  I  have 
seen,  was  worth  reading,  in  comparison). 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

freedrich's  last  illness  and  death. 

To  the  present  class  of  readers,  Fiirstenbund  is  become 
a  Nothing;  to  all  of  us  the  grand  Something  now  is, 
strangely  enough,  that  incidental  item  which  directly 
followed,  of  Reviewing  the  Silesian  soldieries,  who  had 
so  angered  his  Majesty  last  year.  "  If  I  be  alive  next 
year!"  said  the  King  to  Tauentzien.  The  King  kept 
his  promise ;  and  the  JFates  had  appointed  that,  in  doing 
so,  he  was  to  find — But  let  us  not  yet  pronounce  the 
word. 

Augicst  IGihj  1785,  some  three  weeks  after  finishing 
the  Fiirstenbund,  Friedrich  set  out  for  Silesia :  towards 
Strehlen,  long  known  to  him  and  us  all ; — ^at  Gross- Tinz, 
a  Village  in  that  neighbourhood,  the  Camp  and  Review 
are  to  be.  He  goes  by  Crossen,  Glogau;  in  a  circling 
direction :  Glogau,  Schweidnitz,  Silberberg,  Glatz,  all 
his  Fortresses  are  to  be  inspected  as  well,  and  there  is 
much  miscellaneous  business  by  the  road.  At  Hirsch- 
berg,  not  on  the  military  side,  we  have  sight  of  him; 
the  account*  of  which  is  strange  to  read : 

^  TYiursdar/y  August  18^'  says  a  private  Letter  from  that  little 
Town,*  *he  passed  through  here :  concourse  of  many  thousands, 

*  from  all  the  Country  about,  had  been  waiting  for  him  several 
^  hours.    Outriders  came  at  last ;  then  he  himself,  the  Unique ; 

*  and,  with  the  liveliest  expression  of  reverence  and  love,  all  eyes 

>  Given  in  extenso,  Bodenbeck,  iii.  331-333. 
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*  were  directed  on  one  point.    I  cannot  describe  to  you  my  feel- 

*  ings,  which  of  course  were  those  of  everybody,  to  see  him,  the 

*  aged  King ;  in  his  weak  hand  the  hat ;  in  those  grand  eyes  such 

*  a  fatherly  benignity  of  look  over  the  vast  crowd  that  encircled 

*  his  Carriage,  and  rolled  tide-like,  accompanying  it.     Looking 

*  round  when  he  was  past,  I  saw  in  various  eyes  a  tear  trembling.* 
("Alas,  we  shan't  have  him  long  I") 

^  His  affability,  his  kindliness,  to  whoever  had  the  honour  of 
^  speech  with  this  great  King,  who  shall  describe  it !     After  talk- 

*  ing  a  good  while  with  the  Merchants-Deputation  from  the  Hill 

*  Countr}^,  he  said,  "  Is  there  anything  more,  then,  from  any- 
^  body?"  Upon  which,  the  President  {Kaufmannsdkestey  Mer- 
chants-Eldest) '  Lachmann,  from  Greiffenberg,'  which  had  been 
burnt  lately,  and  helped  by  the  King  to  rebuild  itself,  '  stepped 

*  forward,  and  said,  "  The  burnt-out  Inhabitants  of  Greiffenberg 
^  had  charged  him  to  express  once  more  their  most  submissive 
"  gratitude  for  the  gracious  help  in  rebuilding ;  their  word  of 
*^  thanks,  truly,  was  of  no  importance,  but  they  daily  prayed 
"  God  to  reward  such  Royal  beneficence."  The  King  was 
^  visibly  affected,  and  said,  "  You  don't  need  to  thank  me ; 
"  when  my  subjects  fall  into  misfortune,  it  is  my  duty  to  help 
"  them  up  again  ;  for  that  reason  am  I  here." '     *     * 

Saturday  20tli,  he  arrived  at  Tinz ;  had  a  small  Ca- 
valry Manoeuvre,  next  day ;  and  on  Monday  the  Review 
Proper  began.  Lasted  four  days, — 22d-25th  August^ 
Monday  to  Thursday,  both  inclusive.     '  Headquarter 

*  was  in  the  Dorf-Schulze^s  (Village  Mayor's)  house; 
'  and  there  were  many  Strangers  of  distinction  quar- 

*  tered  in  the  Country  Mansions  round.'  Gross-Tinz  is 
about  12  miles  straight  north  from  Strehlen,  and  as  far 
straight  east  from  the  Zobtenberg :  Gross-Tinz,  and  its 
Re\dew  of  August  1786,  ought  to  be  long  memorable. 

How  the  Review  turned  out  as  to  proficiency  re- 
covered, I  have  not  heard ;  and  only  infer,  by  symptoms, 
that  it  was  not  unsatisfactory.  The  sure  fact,  and  the 
forever  memorable,  is.  That  on  Wednesday,  the  third 
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day  of  it,  from  4  in  the  morning,  when  the  Manoeuvres 
began,  till  well  after  10,  when  they  ended,  there  was  a 
rain  like  Noah's;  rain  falling  as  from  buckets  and  water- 
spouts ;  and  that  Friedrich  (and  perhaps  most  others 
too),  so  intent  upon  his  business,  paid  not  the  least 
regard  to  it ;  but  rode  about,  intensely  inspecting,  in 
l3nax-eyed  watchfulness  of  ever3rthing,  as  if  no  rain  had 
been  there.  Was  not  at  the  pains  even  to  put  on  his 
cloak.  Six  hours  of  such  down-pour;  and  a  weakly  old 
man  of  73  past.  Of  course  he  was  wetted  to  the  bone. 
On  returning  to  headquarters,  his  boots  were  found  full 
of  water;  *when  pulled  off,  it  came  pouring  from  them 
'  like  a  pair  of  pails.' 

He  got  into  dry  clothes ;  presided  in  his  usual 
way  at  dinner,  which  soon  followed ;  had  many  Gene- 
rals and  guests, — La  Fayette,  Lord  Comwallis,  Duke 
of  York; — and,  as  might  be  expected,  felt  unusually 
feverish  afterwards.  Hot,  chill,  quite  poorly  all  after- 
noon; glad  to  get  to  bed: — where  he  fell  into  deep 
sleep,  into  profuge  perspiration,  as  his  wont  was;  and 
awoke,  next  morning,  greatly  recovered ;  altogether  well 
again,  as  he  supposed.  Well  enough  to  finish  his  Re- 
view comfortably;  and  start  for  home.  Went, — ^round 
by  Neisse,  inspection  not  to  be  omitted  there,  though  it 
doubles  the  distance, — ^to  Brieg  that  day;  a  drive  of  80 
miles,  inspection-work  included.  Thence,  at  Breslau  for 
three  days  more :  with  dinners  of  state,  balls,  illumina- 
tions, in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  York, — our  as  yet  laart 
Duke  of  York,  then  a  brisk  young  fellow  of  twenty-two ; 
to  whom,  by  accident,  among  his  other  distinctions,  may 
belong  this  of  having  (most  involuntarily)  helped  to  kill 
Friedrich  the  Great ! 

Back  to  Potsdam,  Friedrich  pushed  on  with  busi- 
ness ;  and  complained  of  nothing.     Was  at  Berlin  in 
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about  ten  days  (September  9th),  for  an  Artillery  Ke- 
view;  saw  his  Sister  Amelia;  saw  various  public  works 
in  a  state  of  progress, — ^but  what  perhaps  is  medically 
significant,  went  in  the  afternoon  to  a  kind  of  Spa  Well 
they  have  at  Berlin;  and  slept,  not  at  the  Palace,  but 
at  this  Spa,  in  the  hostelry  or  lod^ghouse  attached.- 
Next  day  (September  10th),  the  Artillery  Manoeuvre 
was  done ;  and  the  King  left  Berlin, — ^little  guessing  he 
had  seen  Berlin  for  the  last  time. 

The  truth  is,  his  health,  unknown  to  him  (though 
that  of  taking  a  Night  at  the  Spa  Well,  probably  denotes 
some  guess  or  feeling  of  the  kind,  on  his  part),  must 
have  been  in  a  dangerous  or  almost  ruinous  state.  Ac- 
cordingly, soon  afterwards,  September  18th-19th,  in  the 
night-time,  he  was  suddenly  aroused  by  a  Fit  of  Suffo- 
cation (what  they  call  Stickjltiss) ;  and,  for  some  hours, 
till  relief  was  got,  everybody  feared  he  would  perish. 
•Next  day  there  came  gout;  which  perhaps  he. regarded 
abnost  as  a  friend :  but  it  did  not  prove  such;  it  proved 
the  captain  of  a  chaotic  company  of  enemies ;  and  Fried- 
rich's  end,  I  supix)se,  was  already  inexorably  near.  At 
the  Grand  Potsdam  Review  (22d-23d  September),  chief 
Review  of  all,  and  with  such  an  affluence  of  Strangers 
to  it  this  Autumn,  he  was  quite  unable  to  appear ;  pre- 
scribed the  Manoeuvres  and  Procedures,  and  sorrowfully 
kept  his  room.^ 

*  Bodenbeck,  in  die. 
%  *  This  of  23d  September  1785  is  what  Print-Collectors  know  loosely  as 
**  FriedricKs  Last  Review  j*^ — one  Cunningham,  an  English  Painter  (son  of 
a  Jacobite  ditto,  and  himself  of  wandering  habitat),  and  Clemens,  a  Prus- 
sian Engraver,  having  done  a  very  large  and  highly-superior  Print  of  it,  by 
way  of  speculation  in  Military  Portraits  (Berlin,  1787)  ;  in  which,  among 
many  others,  there  figures  the  crediblest  Likeness  known  to  me  of  Fried- 
rich  in  Old  Age^  though  Friedrich  himself  was  not  there.  (See  Preuts^  iv. 
242  ;  especially  see  Eodenbeck,  iii.  337  n.). — As  Crown-Prince,  Friedrich 
had  sat  to  Pesne ;  never  afterwards  to  any  Artist 
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Friedrich  was  always  something  of  a  Doctor  himself: 
he  had  little  faith  in  professional  Doctors,  though  he 
liked  to  speak  with  the  intelligent  sort,  and  was  curious 
about  their  science.  And  it  is  agreed  he  really  had 
good  notions  in  regard  to  it;  in  particular,  that  he  very 
well  imderstood  his  own  constitution  of  body;  knew  the 
eflfects  of  causes  there,  at  any  rate,  and  the  fit  regimens 
and  methods : — ^as  an  old  man  of  sense  will  usually  do. 
The  complaint  is,  that  he  was  not  always  faithful  to 
regimen;  that,  in  his  old  days  at  least,  he  loved  strong 
soups,  hot  spicy  meats ;— -finding,  I  suppose,  a  kind  of 
stimulant  in  them,  as  others  do  in  wine ;  a  sudden  re- 
newal of  strength,  which  might  be  very  tempting  to 
him.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  unwise  babble  on 
this  subject,  which  I  find  no  reason  to  believe,  except 
as  just  said.  In  the  fall  of  this  year,  as  usual,  perhaps 
rather  later  than  usual, — not  till  November  8th  (for 
what  reason  so  delaying,  Marwitz  told  us  already), — he 
withdrew  from  Sans-Souci,  his  Summer-Cottage;  shut 
himself  up  in  Potsdam  Palace  (Old  Palace)  for  the 
winter.  It  was  known  he  was  very  ailing;  and  that  he 
never  stirred  out, — but  this  was  not  quite  unusual  in 
late  winters ;  and  the  rumours  about  his  health  were 
vague  and  various.  Now,  as  always,  he  himself,  except 
to  his  Doctors,  was  silent  on  that  subject.  Various  mili- 
tary Doctors,  Theden,  Frese,  and  others  of  eminence, 
were  within  reach ;  but  it  is  not  known  to  me  that  he 
consulted  any  of  them. 

Not  till  January  1786,  when  symptoms  worse  than 
ever,  of  asthma,  of  dropsy,  began  to  manifest  them- 
selves, did  he  call  in  SeUe,  the  chief  Berlin  Doctor,  and 
a  man  of  real  sagacity,  as  is  stiU  evident ;  who  from 
the  first  concluded  the  disease  to  be  desperate;  but  of 
course  began  some  alleviatory  treatment,  the  skilfuUest 
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possible  to  him.*  Selle,  when  questioned,  kept  his  worst 
fears  carefully  to  himself:  but  the  King  noticed  Salle's 
real  opinion, — ^which,  probably,  was  the  King's  own  too; 
— and  finding  little  actual  alleviation,  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  and  no  possibility  of  a  victorious  result  by  this 
warfare  on  the  outworks,  began  to  be  weary  of  Selle; 
and  to  turn  his  hopes, — ^what  hopes  he  yet  had, — on 
the  fine  weather  soon  due.  He  had  a  continual  short 
small  cough,  which  much  troubled  him ;  there  was 
fear  of  new  Suffocation-Fit;  the  breathing  always  diffi- 
cult. 

But  Spring  came,  unusually  nuld;  the  King  sat  on 
the  southern  balconies  in  the  genial  sun  and  air,  looking 
over  the  bright  sky  and  earth,  and  newbirth  of  things: 
"Were  I  at  Sans-Souci,  amid  the  Gardens!"  thought 
he.  April  17 tk^  he  shifted  thither:  not  in  a  sedan,  as 
Marwitz  told  us  of  the  former  journey;  but  '  in  his  car- 

*  riage,  very  early  in  the  morning,  making  a  long  round- 

*  about  through  various  Villages,  with  new  relays/ — 
probably  with  the  motive  Marwitz  assigns.  Here  are 
two  contemporaneous  Excerpts : 

1°.  Miraheau  at  Sana-Soucu  ^  This  same  day,'  April  17th,  it 
appears,*  ^  the  Eling  saw  Mirabeau,  for  the  second  and  last  time. 
^  Mirabeau  had  come  to  Berlin,  19th  January  last ;  his  errand 

*  not  very  precise, — except  that  he  infinitely  wanted  employment, 

*  and  that  at  Paris  the  Controller-General  Calonne,  since  so 

*  famous  among  mankind,  had  evidently  none  to  offer  him  there. 
^  He  seems  to  have  intended  Russia,  and  employment  with  the 

*  Czarina, — after  viewing  Berlin  a  little,  with  the  great  flashy 

*  Chrifltian  Gottlieb  Selle,  Krankheitsgesckichte  des  HoclistseeUgen  Kd- 
rUgs  von  Preussen  Friedrichs  des  Zweyten  Majesiat  (Berlin,  1786)  ;  a  vesry 
small  Pamphlet,  now  veiy  rare  ; — giving  in  the  moat  distinct,  intelligent, 
modest  and  conclusive  way,  an  Account  of  everything  pertinent,  and 
rigorously  of  nothing  else. 

»  Ptenss :  in  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xxv.  328  n. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  IX.]  *  FRIEDRICH'S  LAST  ILLNESS  AND  DEATH.       683 

17th  April  1786. 

^  eyesight  he  had.    He  first  saw  Friedrich,  January  25th.   There 

*  pass  in  all,  between  Friedrich  and  him,  seven  Letters  or  Notes, 

*  two  of  them  by  the  King;  and  on  poor  Mirabeau's  side,  it  must 

*  be  owned,  there  is  a  massively  respiectful,  truthful,  and  manly 
^  physiognomy,   which   probably  has  mended  Friedrich's   first 

*  opinion  of  him.®  This  day,  April  17th,  1786,  he  is  at  Potsdam ; 
^  so  far  on  the  road  to  France  again, — ^Mirabeau  Senior  being 
'  reported  dangerously  ill.  "My  Dialogue  with  the  King,"  say 
'  the  Mirabeau  Papers,  *^  was  very  lively ;  but  the  King  was  in 
*^  such  suffering,  and  so  straitened  for  breath,  I  was  myself 
"  anxious  to  shorten  it :  that  same  evening  I  travelled  on." 

^  Mirabeau  Senior  did  not  die  at  this  time  :  and  Controller- 
'  General  Calonne,  now  again  eager  to  shake  off  an  importunate 
^  and  far  too  clear-sighted  Mirabeau  Junior,  said  to  the  latter : 
"Back  to  Berlin,  couldn't  you  I  Their  King  is  dying,  a  new 
"  King  coming ;  highly  important  to  us  T — and  poor  Mirabeau 
^  went.     Left  Paris  again,  in  May ;  with  money  furnished,  but 

*  no  other  outfit,  and  more  in  the  character  of  Newspaper  Vul- 
^  ture  than  of  Diplomatic  Envoy,'^ — as  perhaps  we  may  tran- 
siently see. 

2**.  Marie  Antoinette  at  Versailles ;  To  her  Sister  Christine  at 
Brussels  (Husband  and  she,  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sachsen- 
Teschen,  are  Governors  of  the  Netherlands) : 

March  20eA,  1786.  *  *  "There  has  been  arrested  at 
"  Geneva  one  Villette,  who  played  a  great  part  in  that  abo- 
'*  minable  Affair''  (of  the  Diamond  Necklace,  now  emerging  on 
an  astonished  Queen  and  world).®  "  M.  Target,"  Advocate  of 
the  enchanted  Cardinal,  "is  coming  out  with  his  Memoir:  he 

•  o  o  t^ig  ooming  to  me  today ;  one  of  those  loose-tongaed  fellows, 
I  suppose,  who  write  for  and  a^^^aLnst  all  the  world."  (Friedrich  to  Prince 
Henri,  *  25th  January.  1786 :'  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  xxvi.  622.) 

^  Rodenbeck,  iii.  343.  Pils  Adoptif ,  Memoires  de  Mirabeau  (Paris, 
1834),  iv.  288-292,  296. 

•  Carlyle's  Miscellanies  (London,  1857),  iv.  1-60,  §  Diamond  Necklace. 
The  wretched  Cardinal  de  Rohan  was  arrested  at  Versailles,  and  put  in  the 
Bastille,  *  August  15th,  1786,'  the  day  before  Friedrich  set  out  for  his 
Silesian  Review ;  ever  since  which,  the  arrestments  and  Judicial  investi- 
gations have  continued,— continue  till  *May  10th,  1786,'  when  Sentence 
was  given. 
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'^  does  his  function ;  and  God  knows  what  are  the  lies  he  will 
^^  produce  upon  us.  There  is  a  Memoir  by  that  Quack  of  a 
^^  CagliostrOy  too :  these  are  at  this  moment  the  theme  of  all 
"talk.'' 

Ajpril  6tA.  ^^  The  Memoirs^  the  lies,  succeed  each  other ;  and 
^^  the  Business  grows  darker,  not  clearer.  Such  a  Cardinal  of 
^^  the  Church  I  He  brazenly  maintains  his  distracted  story  about 
^^  the  Bosquet"  (Interview  with  me  in  person,  in  that  Hornbeam 
Arbour  at  Versailles ;  to  me  inconceivable,  not  yet  knowing  of 
a  Demoiselle  D*OUva  from  the  streets,  who  had  acted  mj  part 
there), "  and  my  Assent"  (to  purchase  the  Necklace  for  me).  "  His 
"  impudence  and  his  audacity  surpass  belief.  Oh,  Sister,  I  need 
"  all  my  strength  to  support  such  cruel  assaults."  •  •  <<  The 
*^  King  of  Prussia's  condition  much  engages  attention  (jprdoecype) 
"  here,  and  must  do  at  Vienna  too :  his  death  is  considered  im- 
*^  minent.   I  am  sure  you  have  your  eyes  open  on  that  side."  *   * 

April  nth  (just  while  the  Mirabeau  Interview  at  Potsdam  is 
going  on).  *  *  «  King  of  Prussia  thought  to  be  dying :  I  am 
"  weary  of  the  political  discussions  on  this  subject,  as  to  what 
^^  effects  his  death  must  produce.  He  is  better  at  this  moment; 
*^  but  so  weak  he  cannot  resist  long.  Physique  is  gone ;  but  his 
*^  force  and  energy  of  soul,  they  say,  have  often  supported  him, 
"  and  in  desperate  crises  have  even  seemed  to  increase.  Liking 
"  to  him  I  never  had :  his  ostentatious  immorality  {immorality 
"  afficheey'  ah,  Madame !)  " has  much  hurt  public  virtue"  (public 
orthodoxy,  I  mean),  "  and  there  have  been  related  to  me"  (by 
mendacious  or  ill-informed  persons)  ^^barbarities  which  excite 
"  horror.  He  has  done  us  all  a  great  deal  of  ill.  He  has  been  a 
"  King  for  his  ovm  Country;  but  a  Trouble-feast  for  those  about 
"  him ; — ^setting  up  to  be  the  arbiter  of  Europe ;  always  under- 
^^  taking  on  his  neighbours,  and  making  them  pay  the  expense. 
"  As  Daughters  of  Maria  Theresa,  it  is  impossible  we  can  regret 
^^  him,  nor  is  it  the  Com-t  of  France  that  will  make  his  funeral 
"  oration."^ 

From  Sans-Souci  the  King  did  appear  again  on  horse- 
back; rode  out  several  times  ("Cond^,"  a  fine  English 

*  Comte  de  Hnnolstein,  Correspondance  inedite  de  Marie  Antoinette 
(Paris,  1864),  pp.  136,  137, 149. 
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horse,  one  of  his  favourites,  carrying  him, — ^the  Cond^ 
who  had  many  years  of  sinecure  afterwards,  and  was 
well  known  to  Touring  people) :  the  rides  were  short; 
once  to  the  New  Palace  to  look  at  some  new  Vinery 
there,  thence  to  the  Gate  of  Potsdam,  which  he  was  for 
entering;  but  finding  masons  at  work,  and  the  street 
encumbered,  did  not,  and  rode  home  instead:  this,  of 
not  above  two  miles,  was  his  longest  ride  of  all.  Sellers 
attendance,  less  and  less  in  esteem  with  the  King,  and 
less  and  less  followed  by  him,  did  not  quite  cease  till 
June  4th;  that  day  the  King  had  said  to  Selle,  or  to 
himself,  "  It  is  enough."  That  longest  of  his  rides  was 
in  the  third  week  after ;  June  22d,  Midsiunmer-Day. 
July  4th,  he  rode  again;  and  it  was  for  the  last  time. 
About  two  weeks  after,  Cond^  was  again  brought  out; 
but  it  would  not  do  :  Adieu,  my  Cond^  ;  not  possible, 
as  things  are ! — 

During  all  this  while,  and  to  the  very  end.  Fried- 
rich's  Affairs,  great  and  small,  were,  in  every  branch  and 
item,  guided  on  by  him,  with  a  perfection  not  surpassed 
in  his  palmiest  days :  he  saw  his  Mmisters,  saw  all  who 
had  business  with  him,  many  who  had  little ;  and  in  the 
sore  coil  of  bodily  miseries,  as  Herzberg  observed  with 
wonder,  never  was  the  King's  intellect  clearer,  or  his 
judgment  more  just  and  decisive.  Of  his  disease,  ex- 
cept to  the  Doctors,  he  spoke  no  word  to  anybody. 
The  body  of  Friedrich  is  a  ruin,  but  his  soul  is  still 
here;  and  receives  his  Mends  and  his  tasks  as  formerly. 
Asthma,  dropsy,  erysipelas,  continual  want  of  sleep;  for 
many  months  past  he  has  not  been  in  bed,  but  sits  day 
and  night  in  an  easy-chair,  unable  to  get  breath  except 
in  that  posture.  He  said  one  morning,  to  somebody 
entering,  "  If  you  happened  to  want  a  night-watcher,  I 
could  suit  you  well." 
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His  multifarious  Military  businesses  come  first;  then 
his  three  Clerks,  with  the  Civil  and  Political.  These 
three  he  latterly,  instead  of  calling  about  6  or  7  o'clock, 
has  had  to  appoint  for  4  each  morning :  "  My  situation 
"  forces  me,"  his  message  said,  "  to  give  them  this 
"  trouble,  which  they  will  not  have  to  suffer  long.  My 
**  life  is  on  the  decline ;  the  time  which  I  still  have 
"  I  must  employ.  It  belongs  not  to  me,  but  to  the 
"  State."^^  About  11,  business,  followed  by  short  sui^- 
cal  details  or  dressings  (sadly  insisted  on  in  those  Books, 
and  in  themselves  sufficiently  sad),  being  all  done, — his 
fiiends  or  daily  company  are  admitted :  five  chiefly, 
or  (not  counting  Minister  Herzberg)  four,  Lucchesini 
Schwerin,  Pinto,  Gortz ;  who  sit  with  him  about  one 
hour  now,  and  two  hours  in  the  evening  again : — dreary 
company  to  our  minds,  perhaps  not  quite  so  drearj^  to 
the  King's;  but  they  are  all  he  has  left.  And  he  talks 
cheerfully  with  them  'on  Literature,  History,  on  the 

*  topics  of  the  day,  or  whatever  topic  rises,  as  if  there 

*  were  no  sickness  here.'  A  man  adjusted  to  his  hard 
circumstances;  and  bearing  himself  manlike  and  king- 
like  among  them. 

He  well  knew  himself  to  be  dying;  but  some  think, 
expected  that  the  end  might  be  a  little  farther  off. 
There  is  a  grand  simplicity  of  stoicism  in  him ;  conung 
as  if  by  nature,  or  by  long  second-naiMre;  finely  uBCon- 
scious  of  itself,  and  finding  nothing  of  peculiar  in  this 
new  trial  laid  on  it.  From  of  old,  Life  has  been  infi- 
nitely contemptible  to  him.  In  death,  I  think,  he  has 
neither  fear  nor  hope.  Atheism,  truly,  he  never  could 
abide :  to  him,  as  to  aU  of  us,  it  was  flatly  inconceivable 
that  intellect,  moral  emotion,  could  have  been  put  into 
him  by  an  Entity  that  had  none  of  its  own.     But  there, 

"  Preufis,  iv.  257  n. 
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pretty  much,  his  Theism  seems  to  have  stopped.  In- 
stinctively, too,  he  believed,  no  man  more  firmly,  that 
Right  alone  has  ultimately  any  strength  in  this  world : 
ultimately,  yes ; — ^but  for  him  and  his  poor  brief  interests, 
what  good  was  it?  Hope  for  himself  in  Divine  Justice, 
in  Divine  Providence,  I  think  he  had  not  practically 
any ;  that  the  imfathomable  Demiurgus  should  concern 
himself  with  such  a  set  of  paltry  ill-given  animalcules  as 
oneself  and  mankind  are,  this  also,  as  we  have  often 
noticed,  is  in  the  main  incredible  to  him. 

A  sad  Creed,  this  of  the  King's; — ^he  had  to  do  his 
duty  without  fee  or  reward.  Yes,  reader ; — and  what 
is  well  worth  your  attention,  you  will  have  difficulty 
to  find,  in  the  annals  of  any  Creed,  a  King  or  man  who 
stood  more  faithfully  to  his  duty;  and,  till  the  last 
hour,  alone  concerned  himself  with  doing  that.  To 
poor  Friedrich  that  was  all  the  Law  and  .all  the  Pro- 
phets :  and  I  much  recommend  you  to  surpass  him,  if 
you,  by  good  luck,  have  a  better  Copy  of  those  inestim- 
able Documents! — Inarticulate  notions,  fancies,  tran- 
sient aspirations,  he  might  have,  in  the  background  of  his 
mind.  One  day,  sitting  for  a  while  out  of  doors,  gazing 
into  the  Sun,  he  was  heard  to  murmur,  "Perhaps  I 
shall  be  nearer  thee  soon :" — ^and  indeed  nobody  knows 
what  his  thoughts  were  in  these  final  months.  There  is 
traceable  only  a  complete  superiority  to  Fear  and  Hope ; 
in  parts,  too,  are  half-glimpses  of  a  great  motionless 
interior  lake  of  Sorrow,  sadder  than  any  tears  or  com- 
plainings, which  are  altogether  wanting  to  it. 

Friedrich's  dismissal  of  SeUe,  June  4th,  by  no  means 
meant  that  he  had  given  up  hope  from  medicine ;  on  the 
contrary,  two  days  after,  he  had  a  Letter  on  the  road 
for  Zimmermann  at  Hanover;  whom  he  always  remem- 
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bers  favourably  since  that  Dialogue  we  read  fifteen 
years  ago.  His  first  Note  to  Zimmermann  is  of  June 
6th,  "  Would  you  consent  to  come  for  a  fortnight,  and 
try  upon  me?"  Zimmermann's  overjoyed  Answer,  "Yes, 
thrice  surely  yes,"  is  of  Jxme  10th;  Friedrich's  second  is 
of  June  16th,  "Come,  then!"  And  Zimmermann  came 
accordingly, — as  is  still  too  well  known.  Arrived,  23d 
June;  stayed  till  10th  July;  had  Thirty-three  Inter- 
views or  Dialogv£s  with  him:  one  visit  the  last  day; 
two,  morning  and  evening,  every  preceding  day ; — and 
published  a  Book  about  them,  which  made  immense 
noise  in  the  world,  and  is  still  read,  with  little  profit 
or  none,  by  inquirers  into  Friedrich.^^  Thirty-three 
Dialogues,  throwing  no  new  light  on  Friedrich,  none  of 
them  equal  in  interest  to  the  old  specimen  known  to  us. 
In  fact,  the  Book  turns  rather  on  Zimmermann  him- 
self than  on  his  royal  Patient;  and  might  be  entitled, 
as  it  was  by  a  Satirist,  Dialogues  of  Zimmermann  L  and 
Friedrich  IL  An  xmwise  Book ;  abounding  in  exagge- 
ration; breaking  out  continually  into  extraneous  saJhes 
and  extravagancies, — ^the  source  of  which  is  too  plainly 
an  immense  conceit  of  oneself.  Zimmermann  is  fifteen 
years  older  since  we  last  saw  him;  a  man  now  verging 
towards  sixty;  but  has  not  grown  wiser  in  proportion. 
In  Hanover,  though  miraculously  healed  of  that  Lei- 
besschade^  and  full  of  high  hopes,  he  has  had  his  new 
tribulations,  new  compensations, — ^both  of  an  agitating^ 
character.  *  There  arose,'  he  says,  in  reference  to  some 
medical  Review-article  he  wrote,  *a  Weiber-epidemik^ 
*  a  universal  shrieking  combination  of  all  the  Women 

"  Bitter  von  Zumneimaim,  Uher  Friedrich  dm  Grossen  und  meme 
Unterredungen  mit  Ihm  hurz  vor  aeinem  Tode  (1  vol.  8vo :  Leipzig,  1788)  ; — 
followed  by  FragmenU  Hber  Friedrich  den  Gro$sen  (3  voU.  12mo :  Leipiig> 
1790)  ;  and  by  &c.  &o. 
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*  against  me:' — a  frightful  accident  while  it  lasted! 
Then  his  little  Daughter  died  on  his  hands;  his  Son 
had  disorders,  nervous  imbecilities, — did  not  die,  but 
did  worse ;  went  into  hopeless  idiotcy,  and  so  lived  for 
many  years.  Zimmermann,  being  dreadfully  miserable, 
hypochondriac,  what  not,  '  his  friends,'  he  himself  pas- 
sive, it  would  seem,  *  managed  to  get  a  young  Wife  for 
him;'  thirty  years  younger  than  he, — ^whose  perform- 
ances, however,  in  this  difficult  post,  are  praised. 

Lastly,  not  many  months  ago  (Leipzig,  1785),  the 
big  final  edition  of  "  Solitude'^  (four  volumes)  has  come 
out;  to  the  joy  and  enthusiasm  of  all  philanthropic-philo- 
sophic and  other  circulating-library  creatures : — a  Copy 
of  which  came,  by  course  of  nature,  not  by  Zimmer- 
mann's  help,  into  the  hands  of  Catharine  of  Russia. 
Sublime  imperial  Letter  thereupon,  with  '  valuable  dia- 
mond ring;'  invitation  to  come  to  Petersburg,  with 
charges  borne  (declined,  on  account  of  health);  to  be 
imperial  Physician  (likewise  declined); — ^in  fine,  con- 
tinued Correspondence  with  Catharine  (trying  enough 
for  a  vain  head),  and  Knighthood  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Wladimir, — so  that,  at  least.  Doctor  Zimmermann  is  Bitter 
Zimmermann  henceforth.  And  now,  here  has  come  his 
new  Visit  to  Friedrich  the  Great ; — which,  with  the  issues 
it  had,  and  the  tempestuous  cloud  of  tumid  speculations 
and  chaotic  writings  it  involved  him  in,  quite  upset  the 
poor  Bitter  Doctor;  so  that,  h3^ochondrias  deepening 
to  the  abysmal,  his  fine  intellect  sank  altogether, — and 
only  Death,  which  happily  followed  soon,  could  disim- 
prison him.  At  this  moment,  there  is  in  Zimmermann 
a  worse  "  Dropsy"  of  the  spiritual  kind,  than  this  of  the 
physical,  which  he  has  come  in  relief  of ! 

Excerpts  of  those  Zimmermann  Dialogties  lie  copi- 
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ously  round  me,  ready  long  ago, — nay,  I  understand 
there  is,  or  was,  an  English  Translation  of  the  whole  of 
them,  better  or  worse,  for  behoof  of  the  curious : — ^bnt 
on  serious  consideration  now,  I  have  to  decide,  That 
they  are  but  as  a  Scene  of  Clowns  in  the  Elder  Drama- 
tists ;  which,  even  were  it  not  overdone  as  it  is,  cannot 
be  admitted  in  this  place,  and  is  plainly  impertinent  in 
the  Tragedy  that  is  being  acted  here.  Something  of 
Farce  will  often  enough,  in  this  irreverent  world,  in- 
trude itself  on  the  most  solemn  Tragedy;  but,  in  pity 
even  to  the  Farce,  there  ought  at  least  to  be  closed 
doors  kept  between  them. 

Enough  for  us  to  say.  That  Ritter  Zimmermann, — 
who  is  a  Physician  and  a  Man  of  literary  Grenius,  and 
should  not  have  become   a  Tragic  Zany, — did,   with 
unspeakable  emotions,  terrors,  prayers  to  Heaven,  and 
paroxysms  of  his  own  ridiculous  kind,  prescribe  "  Syrap 
of  Dandelion"  to  the  King;  talked  to  him  soothingly, 
musically,  successfully;  found  the  King  a  most  pleasant 
Talker,  but  a  very  wiKul  perverse  kind  of  Patient ;  whose 
errors  in  point  of  diet  especially  were  enormous  to  a 
degree.     Truth  is,  the  King's  appetite  for  food  did  still 
survive : — ^and  this  might  have  been,  you  would  think, 
the  one  hopeful  basis  of  Zimmermann's  whole  treatment, 
if  there  were  still  any  hope :  but  no ;   Zinunermaim 
merely,  with  uncommon  emphasis,  lyrically  recognises 
such  amazing  appetite  in  an  old  man  overwhelmed  by 
diseases, — ^trumpets  it  abroad,  for  ignorant  persons  to 
regard  as  a  crime,  or  perhaps  as  a  type  generally  of 
the  man's  past  life,  and  makes  no  other  attempt  upon 
it; — stands  by  his  "Extract  of  Dandelion  boiled  to 
the   consistency  of  honey;"   and   on  the  seventeenth 
day,   July   10th,   voiceless    from   emotion,   heart  just 
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breaking,  takes  himself  away,  and  ceases.  One  of  our 
Notes  says : 

^Zimmermann  went  by  Dessau  and  Brunswick;  at  Bnms- 
^  Tvick,  if  he  made  speed  thither,  Zimmermann  might  perhaps 
^  find  Alirabeau,  who  is  still  there,  and  just  leaving  for  Berlin  to 

*  be  in  at  the  death : — ^but  if  the  Doctor  and  he  missed  each 
^  other,  it  was  luckier,  as  they  had  their  controversies  afterwards. 

*  Mirabeau  arrived  at  Berlin,  July  21st  :^*  vastly  diligent  in  pick- 
^  ing  up  news,  opinions,  judgments  of  men  and  events,  for  his 

*  Calonne ; — and  amazingly  accurate,  one  finds ;  such  a  flash  of 
^  insight  has  he,  in  whatever  element,  foul  or  fair. 

^July  9thy  the  day  before  Zimmermann's   departure,  Herz- 

*  berg  had  come  out  to  Potsdam  in  permanence.     Herzberg  is 

*  privately  thenceforth  in  communication  with  the  Successor ; 
'  altogether  privately,  though  no  doubt  Friedrich  knew  it  well 

*  enough,  and  saw  it  to  be  right.  Of  course,  all  manner  of  poor 
^  creatures  are  diligent  about  their  own  bits  of  interests ;  and 

*  saying  to  themselves,  "  A  New  Beign  is  evidently  nigh  I"  Yes, 
'  my  friends ; — and  a  precious  Beign  it  will  prove  in  comparison : 
'  sensualities,  unctuous  religiosities,  ostentations,  imbecilities ;  cul* 
'  minating  in  Jena  twenty  years  hence.' 

Zimmermann  haggles  to  tell  us  what  his  report  was 
at  Brunswick;  says,  he  "  set  the  Duke"  {Erbprinz^  who 
is  now  Duke  these  six  years  past)  "  sobbing  and  weep- 
ing;" though  towards  the  Widow  Duchess  there  must 
have  been  some  hope  held  out,  as  we  shall  now  see. 
The  Duchess's  Letter  or  Letters  to  her  Brother  are 
lost;  but  this  is  his  Answer: 

Friedrich  to  the  Duchess-Dowager  of  Brunswick. 

"  Sans-Souci,  10th  August  1786. 
"  My  adorable  Sister, — ^The  Hanover  Doctor  has  wished  to 
*^make  himself  important  with  you,  my  good  Sister;  but  the 

>'  Mirabean,  HUtoire  secrete  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin^  Tomo  iii.  of  (Euvres 
de  Mirabeau :  Paris,  1821,  Lettre  v.  p.  37. 
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"  truth  is,  he  has  been  of  no  use  to  me  {rr^a  lU  inutile).  The  old 
"  must  give  place  to  the  yoimg,  that  each  generation  maj  find 
"  room  clear  for  it :  and  Life,  if  we  examine  strictly  what  its 
"  course  is,  consists  in  seeing  one's  fellow-creatures  die  and  be 
"  bom.  In  the  mean  while,  I  have  felt  myself  a  little  easier  for 
*^  the  last  day  or  two.  My  heart  remains  inviolably  attached  to 
"  you,  my  good  Sister.  With  the  highest  consideration, — ^My 
"  adorable  Sister, — Your  faithful  Brother  and  Servant, 

This  is  Friedrich's  last  Letter; — ^his  last  to  a  fiiend. 
There  is  one  to  his  Queen,  which  Preuss's  Index  seems 
to  regard  as  later,  though  without  apparent  likelihood ; 
there  being  no  date  whatever,  and  only  these  words: 
"  Madam, — I  am  much  obliged  by  the  wishes  you  deign 
"  to  form:  but  a  heavy  fever  I  have  taken  {grossefievre 
"  que  fai  prise)  hinders  me  from  answering  you."^* 

On  common  current  matters  of  business,  and  even  on 
unconmion,  there  continue  yet  for  four  days  to  be  Let- 
ters expressly  dictated  by  Friedrich ;  some  about  mili- 
tary, matters  (vacancies  to  be  filled,  new  Free-Corps  to 
be  levied).  Two  or  three  of  them  are  on  so  small  a 
subject  as  the  purchase  of  new  Books  by  his  Librarians 
at  Berlin.  One,  and  it  has  been  preceded  by  examin- 
ing, is.  Order  to  the  Potsdam  Magistrates  to  grant  '  the 
'  Baker  Schroder,  in  terms  of  his  petition,  a  Free-Pass 
'  out  of  Preussen  hither,  for  100  bushels  of  rye^  and 
'  50  of  wheat,  though  Schroder  will  not  find  the  prices 
'  much  cheaper  there  than  here.'  His  last,  of  August 
14th,  is  to  De  Launay,  Head  of  the  Excise :  "  Your 
"  Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  came  to  hand 
"  yesterday,  13th;  but  is  too  much  in  small:  I  require 
"  one  more  detailed," — and  explains,  with  brief  clear- 

w  (Euvrea  de  Frederic,  xxvii.  I.  352.  "  Ibid.  xxvi.  62. 
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ness,  on  what  points  and  how.     Neglects  nothing,  great 

or  small,  while  life  yet  is. 

Tuesday^  August  15/A,  1786,  Contrary  to  all  wont, 
the  King  did  not  awaken  till  11  o'clock.  On  first  look- 
ing up,  he  seemed  in  a  confused  state,  but  soon  reco- 
vered himself;  called  in  his  Generals  and  Secretaries, 
who  had  been  in  waiting  so*  long,  and  gave,  with  his  old 
precision,  the  Orders  wanted, — one  to  Rohdich,  Com- 
mandant of  Potsdam,  about  a  Review  of  the  troops 
there  next  day ;  Order  minutely  perfect,  in  knowledge 
of  the  ground,  in  foresight  of  what  and  how  the  evolu- 
tions were  to  be ;  which  was  accordingly  performed  on 
the  morrow.  The  Cabinet  work  he  went  through  with 
the  like  possession  of  himself,  giving,  on  every  point, 
his  Three  Clerks  their  directions,  in  a  weak  voice,  yet 
with  the  old  power  of  spirit, — dictated  to  one  of  them, 
among  other  things,  an  *  Instruction'  for  some  Ambas- 
sador just  leaving;  'four  quarto  pages,  which,'  says 
Herzberg,  '  would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  expe- 
'  rienced  Minister;'  and,  in  the  evening,  he  signed  his 
Missives  as  usual.  This  evening  still, — but — ^no  even- 
ing more.  We  are  now  at  the  last  scene  of  all,  which 
ends  this  strange  eventful  History. 

Wednesday  morning.  General- Adjutants,  Secretaries, 
Commandant,  were  there  at  their  old  hours ;  but  word 
came  out,  "  Secretaries  are  to  wait :"  King  is  in  a  kind 
of  sleep,  of  stertorous  ominous  character,  as  if  it  were 
the  death-sleep ;  seems  not  to  recollect  himself,  when  he 
does  at  intervals  open  his  eyes.    After  hours  of  this,^^ 

"  Selle  (ut  sup.) ;  Anonymous  (Kletscbke),  Letzte  Stunden  undLeichen" 
hegangniss  Friedrichs  des  Zweyten  (Potsdam,  1786)  :  Preuss,  iv.  264  et  seq. ; 
Rodenbeck,  iii.  363-366. 
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on  a  ray  of  consciousness,  the  King  bethought  him  of 
Rohdich,  the  Commandant ;  tried  to  give  Rohdich  the 
Parole  as  usual ;  tried  twice,  perhaps  three  times ;   but 
found  he  could  not  speak ; — and  with  a  glance  of  sor- 
row, which  seemed  to  say,   "It  is  impossible,   then!'* 
turned  his  head,  and  sank  back  uito  the  comer  of  his 
chair.     Rohdich  burst  into  tears:  the  King  again  lay 
slumberous ; — the  rattle  of  death  beginning  soon  after, 
which  lasted  at  intervals  all  day.    Selle,  in  Berlin,  was 
sent  for  by  express;  he  arrived  about  3  of  the  after- 
noon :  King  seemed  a  little  more  conscious,  knew  those 
about  him,  '  his  face  red  rather  than  pale,  in  his  eyes 
'  still  something  of  their  old  fire.'     Towards  evening 
the  feverishness  abated  (to  Selle,  I  suppose,  a  fatal 
s}Tnptom) ;  the  King  fell  into  a  soft  sleep,  with  warm 
perspiration;   but,  on  awakening,  complained  of  cold, 
repeatedly  of  cold,  demanding  wrappage  after  wrappage 
{^ Kissen^^  soft  quilt  of  the  old  fashion); — and  on  exa- 
mining feet  and  legs,  one  of  the  Doctors  made  signs  that 
they  were  in  fact  cold,  up  nearly  to  the  knee.    "  What 
said  he  of  the  feet?"  murmured  the  King  some  time 
afterwards,  the  Doctor  having  now  stepped  out  of  sight. 
"  Much  the  same  as  before,"  answered  some  attendant. 
The  King  shook  his  head,  incredulous. 

He  drank  once,  grasping  the  goblet  with  both  hands, 
a  draught  of  fennel- water,  his  customary  drink ;  and 
seemed  relieved  by  it ; — ^his  last  refection  in  this  world. 
Towards  9  in  the  evening,  there  had  come  on  a  con- 
tinual short  cough,  and  a  rattling  in  the  breast,  breath 
more  and  more  difficult.  Why  continue?  Friedrich  is 
making  exit,  on  the  common  terms;  you  may  hear  the 
curtain  rustling  down.  For  most  part  he  was  unconscious, 
never  more  than  half-conscious.  As  the  wall-clock  above 
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his  head  struck  1 1,  he  asked :  "  What  o'clock  ?"  "  Eleven," 
answered  they.  "  At  4,"  murmured  he,  "  I  wiU  rise." 
One  of  his  dogs  sat  on  its  stool  near  him;  about  mid- 
night he  noticed  it  shivering  for  cold :  "  Throw  a  quilt 
over  it,"  said  or  beckoned  he ;  that,  I  think,  was  his  last 
completely-conscious  utterance.  Afterwards,  in  a  severe 
choking  fit,  getting  at  last  rid  of  the  phlegm,  he  said, 
"  La  montagne  est  passSe^  notes  irons  mieux^  We  are  over 
'^  the  hill,  we  shall  go  better  now." 

Attendants,  Herzberg,  Selle  and  one  or  two  others, 
were  in  the  outer  room;  none  in  Friedrich's  but  Striitzki, 
his  Kammerhussar,  one  of  Three  who  are  his  sole  valets 
and  nurses ;  a  faithful  ingenious  man,  as  they  all  seem 
to  be,  and  excellently  chosen  for  the  object.  Striitzki, 
to  save  the  King  from  hustling  down,  as  he  alwa}^  did, 
into  the  comer  of  his  chair,  where,  with  neck  and  chest 
bent  forward,  breathing  was  impossible, — at  last  took 
the  King  on  his  knee ;  kneeling  on  the  ground  with  his 
other  knee  for  the  purpose, — ^King's  right  arm  round 
Striitzki's  neck,  Strutzki's  left  arm  round  the  King's  back, 
and  supporting  his  other  shoulder;  in  which  posture  the 
faithful  creature,  for  above  two  hours,  sat  motionless, 
till  the  end  came.  Within  doors,  aU  is  silence,  except 
this  breathing;  around  it  the  dark  earth  silent,  above  it 
the  silent  stars.  At  20  minutes  past  2,  the  breathing 
paused, — wavered;  ceased.  Friedrich's  Life-battle  is 
fought  out;  instead  of  suflFering  and  sore  labour,  here 
is  now  rest.  Thursday  morning,  17th  August  1786,  at 
the  dark  hour  just  named.  On  the  31st  of  May  last, 
this  King  had  reigned  46  years.  *  He  has  lived,'  counts 
Rodenbeck,  '  74  years,  6  months  and  24  days.' 

His  death  seems  very  stem  and  lonely; — ^a  man  of 
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such  affectionate  feelings,  too;  "  a  man  with  more  sensi- 
bility than  other  men !"  But  so  had  his  whole  life  been, 
stem  and  lonely;  such  the  severe  law  laid  on  him.  Nor 
was  it  inappropriate  that  he  found  his  death  in  that  poor 
SUesian  Review;  punctually  doing,  as  usual,  the  work 
that  had  come  in  hand.  Nor  that  he  died  now,  rather 
than  a  few  years  later.  In  these  final  days  of  his,  we 
have  transiently  noticed  Arch-Cardinal  de  Rohan,  Arch- 
Quack  Cagliostro,  and  a  most  select  Company  of  Per- 
sons and  of  Actions,  like  an  Elixir  of  the  Nether  World, 
miraculously  emerging  into  daylight;  and  all  Paris,  and 
by  degrees  all  Europe,  getting  loud  with  the  Diamond- 
Necklace  History.  And  to  eyes  of  deeper  speculation^ — 
World-Poet  Goethe's,  for  instance, — ^it  is  becoming  evi- 
dent that  Chaos  is  again  big.  As  has  not  she  proved 
to  be,  and  is  still  proving,  in  the  most  teeming  way! 
Better  for  a  Royal  Hero,  fallen  old  and  feeble,  to  be 
hidden  from  such  things. 

^  Yesterday,  Wednesday  August  16th/  says   a  Note  which 
now  strikes  us  as  curious,  ^  Mirabeau,  smelling  eagerly  for  news, 

*  had  ridden  out  towards  Potsdam ;  met  the  Page  riding  furiously 

*  for  Selle  ("  one  horse  already  broken  down,"  say  the  Peasants 
^  about) ;  and  with  beak,  powerful  beyond  any  other  vulture's, 
^  Mirabeau  perceived  that  here  the  end  now  was.  And  there- 
^  upon  rushed  off,  to  make  arrangements  for  a  courier,  for  flying 

*  pigeons,  and  the  other  requisites.     And  appeared  that  night  at 

*  the  Queen's  Soiree  in  Schonhausen'  (Queen  has  Apartaient 
that  evening,  dreaming  of  nothing),  "  where,"  says  he,  "  I  eagerly 
'  whispered  the  French  Minister,"  and  less  eagerly  "  man  cam 
^  Mylord  Daliymple,"  the  English  one ; — ^neither  of  whom  would 
'  believe  me.     Nor,  in  short,  what  Calonne  will  regret,  but  no- 

*  body  else,  could  the  pigeons  be  let  loose,  owing  to  want  of 
^  funds.' ^^ — ^Enough,  enough. 

»•  Mirabeau,  Histoire  secrete,  &c.  (Lettre  xiv.),  pp.  58-63. 
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Friedrich  was  not  buried  at  Sans-Souci,  in  the  Tomb 
which  he  had  built  for  himself;  why  not,  nobody  clearly 
says.  By  his  own  express  will,  there  was  no  embalm- 
ing. Two  Regiment-surgeons  washed  the  Corpse,  de- 
cently prepared  it  for  interment :  *  at  8  that  sam^  even- 

*  ing,  Friedrich's  Body,  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the 
'  First  Battalion  of  Guards,  and  laid  in  its  coffin,  was 
'  borne  to  Potsdam,  in  a  hearse  of  eight  horses,  twelve 
'  Non-commissioned  Officers  of  the  Guard  escorting.  All 
'  Potsdam  was  in  the  streets  ;  the  soldiers,  of  their  own 
'  accord,  formed  rank,  and  followed  the  hearse;  many 

*  a  rugged  face  unable  to  restrain  tears :  for  the  rest, 

*  universal  silence  as  of  midnight,  nothing  audible  among 

*  the  people  but  here  and  there  a  sob,  and  the  murmur, 
"  Ach^  der  gute  Konig  /" 

'  All  next  day,  the  Body  lay  in  state  in  the  Palace ; 

*  thousands  crowding,  £pom  Berlin  and  the  other  envi- 

*  rons,  to  see  that  face  for  the  last  time.  Wasted,  worn; 
'  but  beautiful  in  death,  with  the  thin  gray  hair  parted 

*  into  locks,  and  slightly  powdered.  And  at  8  in  the 
'  evening'  (Friday  18th), '  he  was  borne  to  the  Gamison- 

*  Kirche  of  Potsdam ;  and  laid  beside  his  Father,  in  the 
'  vault  behind  the  Pulpit  there,'^^ — ^where  the  two  Coffins 
are  still  to  be  seen. 

I  define  him  to  myself  as  hitherto  the  Last  of  the 
Kings; — ^when  the  Next  wiU  be,  is  a  very  long  ques- 
tion !  But  it  seems  to  me  as  if  Nations,  probably  aU 
Nations,  by  and  by,  in  their  despair, — ^blinded,  swallowed 
like  Jonah,  in  such  a  whale's-belly  of  things  brutish, 
waste,  abominable  (for  is  not  Anarchy,  or  the  Rule  of 
what  is  Baser  over  what  is  Nobler,  the  one  life's-misery 

^'  Bodenbeck,  iiL  365  (Public  Funeral  was  not  till  September  9th). 
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worth  complaining  of,  and,  in  fact,  the  abomination  of 
abominations,  springing  from  and  producing  ail  others 
whatsoever?) — as  if  the  Nations » universally,  and  Eng- 
land too  if  it  hold  on,  may  more  and  more  bethink 
themselves  of  such  a  Man  and  his  Function  and  Per- 
formance, with  feelings  far  other  than  are  possible  at 
present.  Meanwhile,  all  I  had  to  say  of  him  is  finished  : 
that  too,  it  seems,  was  a  bit  of  work  appointed  to  be 
done.     Adieu,  good  readers;  bad  also,  adieu. 
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Vol.  VI.  Portrait  of  "  Friedrich  11.  Konig  von  Preussen,  setads 
73" — Plans  of  Battles  of  Liegnitz  and  Torgau — ^Map  of  Bunzelwitz, 
Burkersdorf,  and  Reichenbach  Country — Map  for  Third  Sileaiaa 
War — Map  of  Kingdom  of  Prussia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


Abel,  D.  Otto,  cited,  ii.  445  n. 
Abercpomby,  at  Ticonderago,  v.  382. 
Acad6mie   des  Sciences  of  Berlin,  1. 

870,  621. 
Achard,  M.,  ii.  674. 
Achilles,  v.  286. 
Acre,  Siege  of,  i.  109. 
Adalbert's,    St.,   attempt   to   convert 

Preussen  to  Christianity,  i.  78,  113; 

iii.  168. 
Adams,  Johann,  Burgermeister,  com- 
plains of  French  rapacity,  v.  228. 
Adams,  John  Qaincey,  cited  on  Silesia, 

iii.  491.  1 

Adams  of  Boston, '  American  Cato,*yi. 

625. 
Adelung,  cited,  iii.  186  n. ;  iv.  5  n. ;  v. 

7n. 
Adolf  Friedrich,  Prince,  iii.  783,  785  ; 

marries  Princess  Ulrique,  786 ;  King 

of  Sweden,  vi.  470  j    his    death, 

606. 
Adolf  of  Nassau,  Kaiser,  1.  191. 
Agamemnon's  Sceptre,  i.  8. 
Aguesseau,  Chancellor  d',  iv.  290  n. 
Ahlden,  Castle  of,  i.  84,  629,  688,  634  ; 

the  *  Ahlden  Heritage,'  ii.  76,  103. 
Ahlden,  Die  Herzogin  van,  i.  36  n. 
Ahremberg,  Duke  d',  iii.  661,  746 ;  at 

Dettmgen,  670 ;  iv.  4,  71,  94,  106  ; 

gone  all  to  hebetude,  171 ;  at  Sohr, 

186  ;  at  Eger,  v.  17,  18  ;  Leuthen, 

262  ;  Hochkirch,  866,  368  ;  beaten 

by  Prince  Henri  at  Pretsch,  654. 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  Charlemagne  at,  iii. 

600  ;  Treaty  of,  iv.  276,  277,  471. 
Akakia,   Doctor,  Voltaire's,  iv.  480; 

publicly  burnt,  485. 
Alba,  i.  258. 
Alberoni,  i.  460. 
Albert  Achilles,  Kurfiirst,  i.  214,  216  ; 

how  he  managed  the  Bishop  of 

Bamberg,  218. 
Albert  Alcibiades  of  Baireuth,  i.  282  ; 

a  kind  of  '  Failure  of  a  Fritz,'  256, 

261,  279. 
Albert,  Archbishop  of  Maintz,  i.  222  ; 

memorable    Sale    of  Indulgences, 

223  ;  at  the  Diet  of  Augsburg,  240. 
Albert   Friedrich,    Second    Duke    of 

Preussen,  i.  292  ;  his  marriage,  294  ; 

overclouding  of  mind,  296  ;  death, 

323. 
Albert  I.,  Kais^,  harsh  and  ugly,  i. 


143,  144 ;  assassinated  by  his  ne- 
phew, 146. 

Albert  Henry,  Prince  of  Brunswick,  vi. 
201. 

Albert,  Hochmeister,  i.  244;  difficul- 
ties about  homage  to  Poland,  245  ; 
getting  deep  into  Protestantism, 
249  ;  Hereditary  Duke  of  Preussen, 
251,  281 ;  his  second  Wife  ;  death, 
292. 

Albert,  Prince,  of  Brunswick,  iv.  157  ; 
killed  at  Sohr,  184. 

Albert,  Prince,  of  Saxony,  vi.  819. 

Albert  II.,  Kaiser,  i.  192,  283  ;  vi.  568. 

Albert  the  Bear,  the  great  Markgraf 
of  Brandenburg,  i.  90 ;  origin  of 
name,  95  ;  descendants,  154. 

Alderfeld,  cited,  i.  438  n. 

Alembert,  D',  iv.  489,  490;  letters 
from  Voltaire  to,  v.  617,  618  ; 
meets  with  the  King  at  Geldem,  vi. 
360  ;  declines  the  post  of  Perpetual 
President,  867 ;  letter  to  Madame 
du  Deffand,  867  ;  recommends  Hel- 
vetius  to  Friedrich,  368;  leaves 
Potsdam,  884  ;  becomes  Friedrich's 
chief  correspondent,  521-528;  writes 
to  him  of  his  interview  with  Kaiser 
Joseph,  562  ;  his  death,  674  :  men- 
tioned also,  451,  867  n. 

Alexander,  v.  244,  265. 

Alexius,  Czarowitz,  ii.  378. 

Algarotti,  ii.  668;  one  of  the  first 
heaux-esprits  of  his  age,  iii.  69 ; 
with  Friedrich  at  Strasburg,  62 ; 
mission  to  Sardinia,  226  ;  at  Bres- 
lau,  444 ;  position  with  Friedrich, 
iv.  384,  457  ;  death,  vi.  386  :  men- 
tioned also,  iii.  21,  44,  90,  204,  266. 

Almon,  cited,  v.  72n. 

Alphonso,  King  of  Castile  and  sham 
Kaiser,  i.  128,  181. 

Alsace,  iii.  669. 

Altenburg,  ii.  218. 

Althan,  Count  d',  vi.  465. 

Altranstadt,  Treaty  of,  iii.  171,  188. 

Amber,  i.  77. 

Ambitious,  question  for  the,  iii.  846. 

Amelia,  Dowager  Empress,  iii.  490. 

Amelia,  Princess,  of  England,  i.  628  ; 
ii.  632  ;  iv.  864  ;  vi.  141. 

Amelia,  Princess,  of  Prussia,  i.  639  ;  in 
pecuniary  trouble,  iii.  647  ;  Abbess 
of  Quedllnburg,  740  ;  at  Berlin  Car. 
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rousel,  iv.  218  ;  income  small,  418; 
letter  from  Friedrich,  v.  53  ;  visits 
Breslau,  268  ;  gift  from  Friedrich, 
vi.  336 :  mentioned  aUo,  511,  514, 
639,  659,  680. 

Amelot,  M.,  iii.  703,  716  ;  iv.  4. 

America,  i.  415  ;  Salzburg  Emigrants 
to,  ii.  427. 

American  Colonies  in  great  need  of  a 
commander,  v.  72,  73 ;  prediction 
of  their  revolt,  557-559 ;  America 
to  be  English  and  not  French,  560 ; 
vi.  205  ;  a  considerable  Fact  in  the 
History  of  the  World,  824  ;  uncon- 
scious Declaration  of  Anarchy,  end- 
ing at  last  in  hideous  suicide,  341 ; 
America  refuses  to  be  taxed  by  a 
British  Parliament;  Boston  Tea- 
catastrophe,  523-526. 

Amherst,  General,  worth  of,  discerned 
by  Pitt,  V.  286;  captures  Louis- 
bourg,  312;  Montreal,  568. 

Amiabilit>%  iii.  127. 

Anmion,  Von,  iv.  360. 

Amoneburg,  cannonade  at,  vi.  312- 
315. 

Anarchies,  Millennium  of,  vi.  840  ;  not 
permitted  in  this  World,  404, 

Andre,  St.,  v.  540. 

Andri^,  Excellency,  iv.  464. 

Andrieux,  vi.  629  n. 

Anecdotes  of  Friedrich,  v.  235-237  ;  vi. 
344. 

Anlmlt,  Adjutant  von,  vi.  308,  357, 457, 
458,  537  n.,  595,  668. 

Anhalt,  Graf  von,  v.  100 ;  the  Anhalt 
forced  contributions  to  Friedrich's 
war.exi)enses,  899. 

Anhalt-Zerbst,  i.  91,  155 ;  ii.  186 ;  iii. 
734. 

Anne  of  Cleves,  i.  295. 

Anne  of  Courland,  afterwards  Czarina, 
ii.  36,  40  n.,  186,  863, 481,  517,  673 ; 
iii.  134  ;  death  of,  150,  251. 

Anne,  Princess,  of  Russia,  formerly  of 
Mecklenburg,  iii.  252,  254,  277. 

Anson,  Commodore,  iii.  139,  384  ;  his 
memorable  Voyage,  391. 

Anspach,  i.  125,  225 ;  ii.  222.  See 
Culrabach,  Frederika  Louisa. 

Anspach,  Margraf  of,  v.  114. 

Anspach,  Margraf  of  (Lady  Craven's), 
with  Friedrich  at  Neisse,  vi.  438, 
439. 

Anspach,  Margravine  of.  See  Frede- 
rika Louisa. 

Antoinette  Amelia,  of  Brunswick,  ii. 
379. 

Anton  Ulrich,  Czar  Iwan's  Father,  iii. 
160,  251:  exile,  255,257. 

Anton  Ulrich,  of  Brunswick,  i,  647  j  ii. 


876,  879 ;  his  Great-grandflon,  380, 
639,  675. 

Antwerp,  i.  72,  74. 

Apes,  Dead-Sea,  i.  206. 

Applewomen  knitting  at  their  Stalls,  L 
409,  419. 

Aprazln,  Feldmarschall,  in  Preosaen, 
V.  Ill,  160,  175;  retires  dowiy 
home,  161 ;  indignantly  dismissed 
by  the  Czarina,  272. 

Aprill,  Dr.,  tries  to  serve  Citatio  on 
Plotho,  V.  184-186. 

Archenholtz,  cited,  iv.  506  n. ;  on  the 
*  ObUque  Order,'  v.  243,  248  ;  on 
Lord  Geoi^ge  Sackville,  453 ;  Prinoe 
Henri's  march  of  fifty  hours,  548 ; 
Prussian  recruiting-s}*stem,  628  ;  at 
battle  of  Liegnitz,  vL  65  ;  wounded 
at  Torgau,  122,  ISO;  at  Leipzig, 
noticing  ^dvidly  to  right  and  left. 
166;  Prussian  and  French  exac- 
tions, 167,  168  ;  the  camp  of  Bim- 
zelwitz,  188  ;  siege  of  Colberg,  231 ; 
the  Seven- Years  War,  331 :  men- 
tioned also,  20,26,  81. 

Aigens,  Marquis  d',  iii.  534,  536,  54a, 
718;  iv.  226,  246,  271,  402,  439; 
the  King's  friend  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  883,  384;  visits  Friedrich 
at  Brealau,  v.  268-270:  kstters 
from  Friedrich,  265,  26a,  894, 
496-499,  676,  677,  695;  piefaee 
to  (Euvre  de  PbMe,  597;  the 
confidant  of  Friedrich's  miseries 
637,  638;  letters  from  Friedrich 
to,  vi.  75,  84,  98,  246,  263,  265; 
visits  him  at  Leipzig,  147,  322; 
surprised  to  see  him  amusing  him- 
self with  his  dogs,  148  ;  his  death, 
887. 

Argcnson,  Marquis  d',  letter  from  Vol- 
taire to,  iii.  635 ;  their  personal 
friendship,  703;  iv.  160,  260;  v. 
271. 

Argental,  D',  iv.  820,  325,  860,  379, 
397;  V.  169;  letters  from  Voltaire 
about  Friedrich,  613,  614-617. 

Aristocracies,  mutinous,  tamed  down, 
i.  195,  293,  298.  See  Pzide  of 
place. 

Army,  value  of  a  good,  i.  412,  577. 

Amaud,  M.  Baculard  d',  iv.  322,  335, 
336,  858,  360. 

Amim,  Minister  of  Justice,  iv.  278. 

Amim's,  Major,  gallant  defence  at 
Frankfurt,  v.  457-459. 

Arnold,  Miller,  v.  486 ;  his  lawsux^  vi. 
605-632. 

Arouet,  M.,  Senior,  IL  680.  See  Vol- 
taire. 

Arundel,  Earl  of,  cited,  i.  337  n. 
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Aacanier  Markgrayes,  i.  1S5,  154  ;  re- 
suscitated, i.  160, 169. 

Aschenleben,  i.  90. 

Asiento,  Treaty  of,  ill  879. 

Assas,  D*,  at  Kloster  Eampen,  tI.  188. 

Asseburg  finds  a  Wife  for  Czarowitch 
Paul,  vi.  621,  522. 

Astrua,  Mamsell,  an  Italian  singer,  iy. 
413. 

Astruc,  Dr.,  iy.  886. 

Atours,  Dame  d*,  ill.  586. 

Attila,  vi.  481. 

Attorneys,  a  fat  affair  for  the,  i.  307, 
812,  822,  823 ;  extirpation  of  the 
attorney  species,  iv.  288. 

Augsburg,  Diet  of,  i.  238  ;  ii.  216,  230. 

August  Ferdinand,  i.  642  ;  ii.  687. 

August,  Theodor,  Kur-Pfalz,  iv.  170. 

August  the  Strong,  i.  58,  427, 491, 497  ; 
ii.  179 ;  objects  to  the  Kaiser's  Prag- 
matic Sanction,  i.  554 ;  quarrel 
with  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  ii.  15  ;  in- 
vites him  and  Friedrich  to  Dres- 
den, 21,  22;  magnificent  hospita- 
lities and  unspeakable  pollutions, 
23 ;  his  return  visit,  80 ;  rumour 
of  a  projected  marriage  with  Wil- 
helmlna,  38 ;  Camp  of  Radewits, 
180  ;  King  of  Playhouse  managers, 
192;  attained  the  maximum  in 
several  things,  196 ;  meditates  par- 
tition of  Poland,  460,  vi.  409 ;  last 
interview  with  Grumkow,  ii.  461 ; 
death  and  absolution,  475 ;  his 
hunting-lodge,  iv.  595,  596. 

August  ni.  of  Poland,  ii.  481,  484, 
544,  548  ;  suggested  for  Kaiser,  iv. 
86 ;  his  antipathy  to  Friedrich, 
87,  156 ;  how  he  was  benetted  by 
Briihl  and  Ouarini,  91,  92 ;  taken 
comfortably  to  Prag  to  be  out  of 
danger,  208 ;  glad  to  make  peace, 
220,  221 ;  Hanbury's  account  of, 
297  ;  withdraws  to  Pima,  and  tries 
negotiation  with  Friedrich,  550- 
552 ;  Headquarters  at  Struppen, 
663-667 ;  will  not  agree  to  BMed- 
rich*s  terms,  566 ;  snug  in  the 
Konigstein,  596,  597  ;  goes  to  "War- 
saw, never  to  come  back,  601 ;  gets 
no  compensation  for  his  Saxon 
losses,  vi.  393  ;  nothing  but  confu- 
sions and  contradictions  in  Poland, 
394 ;  difficulties  with  Czarina  Ca- 
therine, and  death,  395.  See  Eur- 
Sachsen. 

August  Wilhelm,  i.  642 ;  with  Fried- 
rich at  Strasburg,  iiL  62;  betrothed, 
121 ;  married,  616 ;  at  his  Sister's 
wedding,  737  ;  heir  -  apparent  of 
Pruflfiia,  iv.  418 ;  opposition  views, 


536,  537  ;  letter  to  Valori,  584 ;  la- 
mentations and  accusations,  v.  97, 
103 ;  put  in  command  at  Jung- 
Buntzlau,  106,  111 ;  finds  the  pro- 
blem too  hard  for  him,  119 ;  coun- 
cil of  war,  122  ;  a  disastrous  march, 
123 ;  cannot  save  Zittau,  124 ; 
reaches  Bautzen,  happily  unchased, 
126 ;  stern  reception  by  the  King, 
129-131 ;  his  death,  132,  298 ;  an- 
tipathy to  Winterfeld,  141 :  men- 
tioned also,  iii.  59,  126,  130,  164, 
298,  713. 

Aulaire,  Marquis  de  St.,  iv.  258. 

Austerlitz,  i.  9. 

Australia,  i.  415. 

Austria,  L  72,  74 ;  Kaisers  of,  still 
riding  on  the  shadow  of  a  saddle, 
144;  the  *  Austrian  lip,'  220,  265; 
rejection  of  Protestantism,  266; 
an  Austrian  swindle,  864  ;  ii.  452  ; 
Austrian-Succession  War,  iii.  332, 
605  ;  conservatism,  338,  431 ;  pon- 
derous pedantry  and  helplessness, 
430,  437 ;  dumb  stubborn  pride, 
592 ;  extraordinary  Claim  for  Dam- 
ages, 692,  695  ;  no  longer  the  lead- 
ing nation  of  Teutschland,  iv.  238 ; 
share  in  the  partitioning  of  Prus- 
sia, V.  4 ;  fixed  rage  and  hatred, 
10;  does  not  claim  Parma  and 
Piacenza,  623 ;  gets  into  sore  dif- 
ficulties as  to  cash,  vi.  234  ;  anxi- 
ous to  get  rid  of  its  pledge  to 
the  Reich ;  truce  with  Friedrich, 
321;  peace  and  general  As-you- 
were,  332 ;  takes  forcible  posses- 
sion of  Zips,  468,  469;  share  in 
the  partition  of  Poland,  477,  479 ; 
intrigues  and  bargains  for  succes- 
sion of  Bavaria,  565. 

Auteroche,  Marquis  d',  at  Fontenoy, 
iv.  118,  119. 

Autograph  (facsimile),  of  Friedrich's, 
Letter  of  *  Secret  Instruction  &o.,' 
iv.  612«;  Signature,  vi  564. 

Ayscough,  cited,  ii.  64  n. 

Bachaximont  and  La  Chapel le.  Voy- 
age de,  iii.  75  n. ;  cited,  v.  602  n. 

Bachmann  for  three  days  Russian 
Commandant  of  Berlin,  vi  93. 

Bacon,  Lord,  i.  321. 

Baden-Durlach,  Prince  of,  at  Hoch- 
kirch,  V,  357,  868. 

Bagieu,  Dr.,  iv.  487. 

Baiem,  Kur,  sends  embassy  to  Fried- 
rich, V.  58;  in  subsidy  of  France,  217. 

Bailies,  Dr.,  vi  640. 

Baillet,  cited,  i  80  n. 

Bailli  de  Froulay,  y.  606,  610. 
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Baireuth,  i.  125,  225 ;  genealogy,  878 ; 
ii  420,  421.  See  Culmbach,  Albert 
Alcibiades,  Friedrich  of. 

Baire«th,  Margraf  of,  iii.  581,  682,  714  ; 
V.  114, 412 ;  Margravine  of,  see  Wil- 
helmina. 

Balaclava,  ii.  427. 

Balance  of  Power,  i.  567,  568,  571  ; 
iv.  5. 

Balbi,  Engineer,  iv.  490,  635  ;  v.  147  ; 
vi.  441 ;  at  Siege  of  Schweidnitx, 
289 ;  OlmutE,  v.  294,  297,  299. 

Ballenstiidt,  i.  90,  96. 

Baltimore,  Lord,  ii.  665. 

Bamberg,  i.  87 :  ii.  420 ;  Croats  driven 
out  of,  V.  412. 

Bamberg,  Bishop  of.  iii.  61  ;  v.  112. 

Bar,  Confederation  of,  vi.  423-427. 

Bar,  Graf  von,  ii.  77.  ' 

Barbaro88a,  Kaiser,  i.  88,  92,  97,  102  ; 
the  greatest  of  all  the  Kaisers,  99  ; 
German  tradition  about  him,  101  ; 
ii.  411 ;  changed  times,  i.  167;  ii. 
243,  416  ;  iii.  38,  337. 

Barberina,  an  Opera- Dnncer,  Iii.  732  ; 
engagement  at  Berlin,  750  ;  hospi- 
tality to  Collini,  iv.  815,  319,  820. 

Barbier,  cited,  i.  204  n.,  638  n.;  iii. 
13  n. ;  iv.  5n. ;  on  the  French  ac- 
count of  their  grand  invasion 
scheme,  v.  693. 

B&renklau,  General  von,  iii.  611,  648  ; 
at  Stockstadt,  iv.  7 ;  swept  from 
Bavaria,  Sii ;  returns  with  Bathy- 
ani,  95. 

Bartenstein,  Austrian  Minister,  iii.  132, 
432 ;  iv.  193. 

Bartholomew,  St.,  night  of,  i.  266. 

Baronay,  Major-General,  at  Roth- 
schloss,  iii.  895. 

Basel,  i.  130. 

Bastiani  promoted  by  Friedrich,  vi. 
638,  665. 

Bathyani  summoned  to  relief  of  Prag, 
iv.  24 ;  at  Beraun,  25 ;  troubles 
Friedrich 's  march  through  Bohe- 
mia, 83,  34,  42 ;  in  Bavaria,  72, 79, 
96 ;  supersedes  D'Ahremberg,  106, 
159. 

Baty  Khan,  ii.  436. 

Bauer,  Colonel,  at  Wesel,  vi.  327 ;  in 
the  Russian-Turk  War,  460. 

Baumgarten,  Skirmish  of,  iii.  267. 

Bavaria,  Kurfiirst  of,  i.  654  ;  ii.  256. 

Bavarian  SuccCvSsion  War,  vi.  666-608. 

Bayle,  i.  45,  507. 

Beatson,  cited,  iiL  743  n.;  vi.  236  n. 

Beatson,  Colonel,  cited,  v.  556  n.,  557. 

Beauffremont,  v.  694. 

Beaumarchais,  Voltaire  papers  saved 
by,  iii  706,  710;  cited,  vi.  324  n. 


Beaumelle's,  M.  Angliviel  de  La,  en- 
mity to  Voltaire,  iv.  401.403,  441  ; 
cited,  330  n.;  account  of  Mauper- 
tuis,  V.  687,  689. 

Beausobre,  M.  de,  i.  46  ;  ii.  572. 

Beauvais,  women  fighting  at  the  siege 
of,  vi.  646  n. 

Beauvau,  Marquis  de,  French  Ambassa- 
dor to  Berlin,  iii.  146  ;  Audience  of 
leave,  157:  mentioned  also,  201. 202. 

Beauvrye,  Captain,  vi.  308. 

Beck,  General,  advanced  to  relief  of 
Prag,  v.  46 ;  captures  DilringiJio- 
fen's  battalion,  414  ;  captures  Dee- 
recke  and  his  ix)st  at  Meissen,  579 ; 
attacks  General  Czetteritz,  631 ; 
with  Loudon  in  Silesia,  ^-i.  193: 
defeated  at  Reichenbach,  302-304: 
mentioned  also,  v.  122,  133 ;  vi.  5<l 
74,  450. 

Becket,  Thomas  it,  i.  96. 

Beckwith,  Colonel,  at  Warbcrg,  vi,  43: 
WeseK  327. 

Beelzebub  not  God,  i.  12  ;  worshippers 
of,  203  ;  August's  Saxon  Court  of. 
ii.  2(),  54. 

Bein,  Proviant-master,  vi.  563. 

Belgard,  ii.  661. 

Belleisle,  (chevalier  de,  a  magnanimous 
hightlown  Fi)irit,  iii.  244  :  hi*  brtv 
ther's  right  hand,  366,  5^3 ;  death 
at  the  Pass  of  Exilles,  or  Col  di 
Sieta,  iv.  208,  269 :  mentioned  also, 
73,  76. 

Belleisle,  Comte  de,  iii.  242,  243 ;  his 
German  Enterprise,  243,  339  :  with 
Friedi-ich  at  Brieg,  329  ;  mainly  to 
blame  for  the  Austrian-Succe^ion 
War,  335  ;  consummate  skill,  35*1, 
355  ;  grandiose  schemes,  3.56,  3.37. 
408,  523  ;  successful  manipulation. 
358  ;  vinits  Friedrich,  360  ;  proceeds 
to  Dresden  and  Muncheii,  ;^>4 : 
takes  up  his  abode  in  Frankfurt, 
365,  428;  Treaty  with  Friedrich, 
425  ;  a  kind  of  Dictator,  436  ;  his 
Army  crosses  the  Rhine,  4*>8.  iw  ; 
rheumatic  fever,  .503  ;  partial  reco- 
very, 509  :  visits  Wilhelmina,  531  ; 
Sahay,  578  ;  interview  with  Fried- 
rich at  Kuttenberg,  583  ;  Colloquy 
with  Broglio  at  Prag,  615  ;  defend* 
Prag,  617;  much  distinguislies  him- 
self, 624 ;  gallant  retreat,  640.  644 ; 
German  Enterprise  ruined,  682 : 
gives  Friedrich  bad  advice  about 
his  Bohemian  Campaign,  iv.  30; 
in  Miinchen,  72-74 ;  on  his  road  to 
Berlin,  74-76 ;  arrested,  and  carried 
to  England,  77-79;  in  Italy,  251. 
259,  268 ;   his  grand  schemes  all 
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bankrupt,  279;  War-Minister,  v. 
271,  383,  445,  584,  594 ;  loses  his 
only  Son  at  Crefeld,  312;  asto- 
nished at  Friedrich's  marching 
power,  881 ;  letters  to  Contades 
published  by  Ferdinand,  453,  595  ; 
dies  of  putrid  fever:  the  last  of 
the  grand  old  Frenchmen,  vi.  170, 
171 :  mentioned  also,  iv.  4,  566. 

Belleisle,  General,  ii.  482,  488,  543. 

Belleisle,  Madame  de,  interview  with 
Wilhelmina,  iii.  531. 

Bell,  Herr  Hofrath,  iv.  351. 

Belling,  Colonel,  in  Pommem,  v.  276  ; 
looks  after  the  Swedes,  vi.  262  ;  in 
battle  of  Freyberg,  318  ;  in  Bava- 
rian War,  694 :  mentioned  also,  469. 

Benda,  the  Brothers,  ii.  665. 

Beneckendorf ,  cited,  i.  630  n. 

Beneschau,  Schwerin  takes,  iv.  45, 

B6n6zet,  Mamsell,  vi.  656. 

Benkendorf,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  turns 
the  fortune  of  battle  at  Kolin,  v. 
94;  small  recognition  of  his  service, 
98,  99. 

Benoit,  Prussian  Secretary,  iv.  486. 

Bentenrieder,  the  kidnapped  Ambas- 
sador, i.  586  ;  ii.  60. 

Bentham,  cited,  i.  75  n. 

Bentick,  Madame  de,  v.  615. 

Beraun,  Action  of,  iv.  26. 

Berenhast,  Heinrich  von,  v.  91. 

Berenhorst,  cited,  ii.  643  n. ;  v.  89 ; 
pique  against  Friedrich,  vi.  122  ; 
his 'Art  of  War,'  123. 

Bergen,  battle  of,  v.  408,  410. 

Bergen-op-Zoom,  Siege  ot,  iv.  269. 

Bergerie,  M.  de  la,  i.  42. 

Berghover,  Legationsrath,  iii.  528, 

Berg-Julich,  iii.  7,  347. 

Berlichingen,  General,  at  Mollwitz,  iii. 
315,  318  ;  in  Silesia,  iv.  134. 

Berlin,  early  condition  of,  i.  136  ;  Pa- 
lace at,  208 ;  Royal  Academy  of, 
870,  621 ;  St.  Peter's  Church  burnt 
down,  ii.  177;  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
building  operations,  357;  Homag 
ing  at,  iii.  47  ;  Treaty  of,  685 
opening  of  the  Opera-House,  599 
Carrousel,  iv.  216-220 ;  entered  by 
Haddick,  v.  146,  182,  183;  agony 
of  commotion  at  the  news  of  Eu- 
nersdorf,  486  ;  seized  by  Tottleben 
and  Lacy,  vi.  89,  96. 

Bemburg,  Mnce  of,  at  siege  of 
Schweidnitz,  vi.  309. 

Bemburg,  Regiment,  at  siege  of  Dres- 
den, vi.  31,  32 ;  at  Liegnitz,  68,  71, 
72. 

Bemeck,  ii.  506. 

Berne,  Oligarchy  of,  iv.  422. 


Bemhard  of  Weimar,  ii.  226. 

Bernis,  Cardinal  de,  iv.  524-526;  v. 
391 ;  Letter  from  Voltaire,  613. 

Bernouilli,  Jean,  iii.  78. 

Bemouilli  of  Basel,  v.  587. 

Bertin,  Captain,  atWeissenfels,  v.  193. 

Berwick,  Mar^chal  Due  de,  ii.  493  ;  at 
Philipsburg,  498,  502. 

Besserer,  ii,  290. 

Bestuchef,  Chancellor,  dismissed,  v. 
272. 

Bestuchef,  Russian  Chancellor,  iv.  521. 

Beutelsbachers,  the,  ii.  234. 

Bevern,  Brunswick-,  Duke  of,  iv.  649, 
652;  in  the  battle  of  Lobositz, 
681,  682 ;  advances  towards  Prag, 
V.  16  ;  defeats  Konigseck  at  Reich- 
enberg,  18,  21 ;  sent  after  Daun, 
66 ;  finds  Daun  too  strong,  79 ; 
joined  by  the  King,  80;  retreat 
from  Kolin,  95,  96 ;  at  Jung- 
Buntzlau,  120  ;  at  Gorlitz  to  guard 
Silesia,  136,  136  ;  jealous  of  Win- 
terfeld,  138,  140 ;  retires  into  Sile- 
sia, 142,  224  ;  defeated  at  Breslau, 
227  ;  prisoner,  228  ;  graciously  sent 
home  again ;  ordered  to  Stettin, 
229 ;  vigilant  against  the  Swedes, 
277;  diligent  at  Stettin,  vi.  211; 
defeats  the  Austrians  at  Reichen- 
bach,  301-304  ;  great  merit,  not  of 
dexterity  alone,  802  ;  left  in  charge 
of  Silesia,  311. 

Bias,  iii.  413. 

Bible,  Hebrew,  i.  22. 

Bielfeld,  u.  636,  641,  664,  668  ;  his  de- 
scription of  George  IL,  iii.  52 ;  at 
siege  of  Neisse,  486 ;  Duchess  of 
Wiirtemberg,  636  ;  Friedrich's  vic- 
torious return  from  Silesia,  687 ; 
marriage  of  Princess  Ulrique,  737 ; 
death,  vi.  387  :  mentioned  also,  iii. 
6,  8,  130,  146,  169 ;  iv.  367  ;  cited, 
i.  683  n. ;  iv.  407. 

Bieren,  Duke  of  Courlaud,  ii.  363  ;  iii. 
150;  to  Siberia,  252;  Bieren  and 
Miinnich  refuse  to  be  reconciled, 
vi.  269  ;  to  be  again  Duke  of  Cour- 
land,  394,  398. 

Biemark,  Herr  Minister  von,  iv.  351. 

Bjomstahl,  M.,  vi.  616. 

Blair  in  Athol,  Siege  of,  iv.  96. 

Blakeney,  Governor,  strives  to  defend 
Minorca,  iv.  531,  632  ;  at  Minorca, 
V.  143. 

Bias,  Don,  Governor  of  Carthagena, 
iii.  382,  386. 

Blenheim,  Battle  of,  i.  896  ;  ii.  226. 

Bligh,  General,  at  Morlaix,  v.  382. 

Blouquet,  General  Thomas  von,  v.  608. 

Bliicher,  Prince  of  Wahlstatt,  vi.  61. 
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Blumenthal,  cited,  ii.  542  n. ;  ir.  129  n. ; 
V.  263  n. ;  Minister  von,  vi.  364. 

Blumenthal,  Frau  yon,  ilL  896  n.; 
cited,  vi.  645  n. 

Boden,  Prussian  Finanoe-Minister,  lit 
82,  68 ;  iv.  108. 

Boerhaave,  iv.  886. 

Bohemian  Papists,  iv.  88,  48. 

Boleslaus,  Duke  of  Poland,  1.  81. 

Bolingbroke,  ii.  586,  688. 

Boll,  cited,  vi.  176  n. 

Bollandus,  cited,  i.  80  n. 

Boniface  VIII.,  JPope,  i.  148. 

Bonneville,  M.  de,  Ilevoluti<»iary  spi- 
ritualist, i.  204  n. ;  v.  600. 

Bonneville,  M.  de,  the  Demon  News- 
writer,  stealer  and  editor  of  (Ehivres 
du  PhUosophe  de  Saju-Stmei,  and 
author  of  MaiinSes  du  Roide  Prusse, 
V.  698-601 ;  swindling  exploit  and 
lodgment  in  Spandau,  602,  603. 

Borck,  Adjutant-General,  accompanies 
tiie  King  to  Silesia,  iii.  178 ;  at 
Breslau,  210,  214,  272. 

Borck,  Finance  Manager,  v.  624. 

Borck,  General,  ii.  84,  90, 119, 125, 128, 
202,  310 ;  Major-General,  manages 
the  Herstal  Affair,  iii.  106 ;  at 
Keisse,  233 :  mentioned  also,  69,  60. 

Bopelly,  M.,  vi.  267. 

Boscawen,  Admiral,  v.  212  ;  chases  and 
destroys  the  Toulon  fleet,  608-510. 

Bose,  Baron  von,  v.  218. 

Boston  refuses  to  admit  taxed  tea,  vi. 
523-526. 

Bosworth,  i.  22a 

Botta  d'Adomo,  Marquis,  iv.  250. 

Botta,  Marchese  di,  Austrian  Bnvoy  to 
Berlin,  iii.  155  ;  to  Russia,  254. 

Bougainville,  M.,  v.  560. 

BouUl^^s,  Marquis  de,  recollections  of 
Friedrich,  vi.  663-667. 

Bourbon  Family  Ck>mpact,  the,  vi.  235, 
236. 

Bourbonism,  iii.  117. 

Bourcet,  cited,  vi.  198  n. 

Boyer,  cited,  i.  699  n. 

Braddock,  General,  sent  to  America, 
iv.  479 ;  his  death,  581 ;  his  field 
of  battle,  V.  382. 

Brandenburg,  early  condition  of,  i.  67, 
74 ;  early  Markgraves,  83,  90  ;  As- 
canier  Markgraves,  117,  186,  154; 
how  Brandenburg  and  the  Hohen- 
zoUem  Family  came  together,  142, 
166 ;  Bavarian  Kurfursts,  155, 169 ; 
a  resuscitated  Ascanier,  160,  169 ; 
Luxemburg  Kurfursts,  178 ;  Bran- 
denburg in  Pawn,  180;  sold  to 
Friedrich  of  HoheoEollera,  188; 
Noble  refractory  Robber-lords,  195 ; 


Heavy  P^,  197 ;  beginiiiii^  of  tiie 
Prussian  Nation,  199 ;  Brandec- 
burg  under  tiie  HohenzoDems.  201  ; 
luclry  enough  to  adopt  the  Beforra- 
ation,  263;  Nadir-point  of  ibt 
Brandenburg  Hdienzollems,  333; 
condition  during  the  Thirtj-Teais 
War,  337 ;  i^^ain  a  flourishing  coun- 
try, 343 ;  Swedes  drireii  out  35o. 

Brandos,  Colonel,  at  Frag,  iv.  57. 

Branieki,  vi  418. 

Breda,  Congress  of,  iv.  S66. 

Bredow,  leads  charge  at  ChotoflitXy  iii. 
570 ;  General,  iv.  394. 

Breitenbaeh,  General,  at  Hasfeenbeck. 
V.  128. 

Brender,  Herr,  ii.  628. 

Brenkendorf ,  Minister  von,  tL  513. 

Brenkenhof,  Priw-Councillor  too,  tL 
353. 

Brentano,  enters  Saxony,  t.  510 ;  a;ft 
siege  of  Dresden,  514,  546;  at 
Mazen,  671,  673,  576  ;  at  Ba'dien- 
bach,  vi.  308 :  mentioned  alao,  450. 

Breslau,  iii.  168 ;  able  to  defend  itseli, 
180,  189;  bottled  emotion,  906: 
quiet  surrender  to  Friedrich,  210  : 
unsettled  condition,  271 ;  attempted 
deliverance,  447 ;  wholly  Fned- 
rich's,  451 ;  Homaging,  487  ;  Trcatr 
of,  586  ;  battle  of,  v.  227,228  ;  sur- 
rendered to  the  Anstrians,  229 :  re- 
covered by  Friedrich,  261 ;  defended 
by  Tauentzien  against  London,  ri. 
49,50. 

Breteuil,  at  Congrees  of  Teseben,  vi.601. 

Breton,  Cape,  capture  of,  iv.  125,  473L 

Bribery,  Parliamentary,  iii.  874. 

Brieg,  iii.  221 ;  si^e  of,  861. 

Britannic  Army  of  observation,  t.  7,  8. 

Britton,  cited,  v.  285  n. 

Broglio,  Excellency,  iv.  644,  650 ;  de- 
mands admission  to  the  Saxon 
Camp  at  Pima,  565 ;  defends  Cas- 
sel,  vi.  165. 

Broglio,  Mar6chal,  surprised  by  the 
Austrians  at  Seochia,  ii.  493 ;  Com- 
mandant in  Strasbuiig,  iii.  6d; 
receives  Friedrich  incognito,  70, 
72 ;  General  of  tiie  French  Army, 
504,  509,  517 ;  Bivouac  of  Pisek. 
510 ;  general  incompetency.  639, 
541,  661,  624,  629,  -656 ;  Skirmish 
of  Sahay^  678 ;  demands  D'Har- 
eoart*s  reinfivcementfi,  611 ;  flur* 
ried  retreat  before  Prince  Eari, 
614 ;  Colloquy  with  Belleiflle,  615; 
takes  command  of  the  Bavarian 
Army,  631 ;  relieves  Braunau,  645 ; 
interview  with  the  Kaiser,  668; 
writes  for  <Mer  home,  656;  re- 
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treats  Bcross  the  Rhine,  658;  or- 
dered to  his  own  Estates;  death, 
681 :  mentioned  also,  iv.  82. 

Broglio,  Mar6cha1,  at  Bossbach,  t.  189, 
194,  204,  206;  the  two  extreme 
points  of  his  career,  Bossbach  and 
the  fall  of  the  Bastille,  215 ;  at  San- 
gerhausen,  221 ;  fight  of  Sanders- 
hausen,  384  n.;  at  Frankfart-on-. 
Mayne,  405 ;  repulses  Ferdinand 
at  Bergen,  408-410;  at  Minden, 
445-458;  vehemently  manoeuvres 
against  Duke  Ferdinand,  vi.  41-45  ; 
lays  hold  of  Qottingen,  186 ;  de- 
feated at  Langensabsa  ;  loses  his 
winter  magazines,  161-164 ;  gets 
into  quarrel  with  Soubise,  and  is 
defeated  by  Ferdinand  at  Velling- 
hausen,  197-201. 

Bromley's  Collection  of  Boyal  Letters, 
i.  225n. 

Browne,  General,  bom  German,  iii. 
184  ;  tries  to  defend  Breslau,  206  ; 
a  superior  soldier,  220,  222,  285  ; 
back  to  Glatz,  267  ;  at  Mollwitz, 
817;  in  Bavaria,  iv.  95;  in  Italy,  250, 
251  n.,  268  ;  in  Bohemia,  557,  564  ; 
enthusiastic  help  to  him,  568 ; 
marches  to  the  relief  of  the  Saxons, 
568-570;  battle  of  Lobositz,  572- 
583 ;  retreats  to  Budin,  582 ;  will 
tiy  it  another  way,  586  ;  arrives  at 
Lichtenhayn,  588;  hears  nothing 
from  the  Saxons,  593;  a  right 
valiant  soldier  and  man,  593,  594  ; 
recommends  Loudon,  609  ;  securing 
posts  in  the  Metal  Mountains,  v.  15 ; 
has  to  retire  suddenly  to  defend 
Prag,  16,  18,  22 ;  altercations  with 
Prince  Karl,  24 ;  battle  of  Prag,  31, 
36,  39 ;  mortally  wounded,  40 ;  his 
last  counsel,  44  ;  death,  45,  75, 106 : 
mentioned  also,  iii.  179,  182,  286. 

Briihl,  Count,  ii.  34  ;  iii.  360,  516  ;  no 
friend  to  Friedrich,  iv.  20,  83  ;  re- 
gards him  with  perfect  hati'ed,  87, 
91,  156,  161,  192 ;  twelve  tailors 
always  sewing  for  him,  91 ;  great 
schemes  against  Friedrich,  164, 191, 
192,  194 ;  cannot  keep  his  secret, 
195  ;  rage  yellower  than  ever,  208 ; 
doom  of  nations  governed  by 
Briihls,  212,  217,  556,  592,  604; 
Briihl  a  much-illuminated  man, 
220,  221 ;  afraid  of  Friedrich,  499, 
505 ;  plots  to  set  the  Czarina 
against  him,  506-508  ;  Prussian  in- 
vasion, 543 ;  withdraws  with  Polish 
Majesty  to  Pima,  550,  551,  564, 
596 ;  communicates  with  Browne, 
588 ;  goes  to  Warsaw,  601 ;  Briihrs 


property  alone  respected  by  the 
French,  v.  219 ;  enmity  to  Friedrich, 
379 ;  death,  vi.  386,  396  ;  his  vora- 
city for  lands  in  Poland,  401. 

Bruhl,  Madame,  iv.  608. 

Bruinmel,  Beau,  iv.  463. 

Brunswick-Bevem,  Ferdinand  Albert 
Duke  of,  ii.  379,  496,  501,  547.  See 
Elizabeth  Christina;  Karl  Duke 
of;  Bevem. 

Brunswick,  Hereditary  Prince  of, 
dashes  out  of  Fulda  on  the  Belch's 
folk,  V.  406,  408 ;  drives  out  the 
French  post  at  Gohf  eld,  447,  452 ; 
marches  into  Saxony  to  aid  Fried- 
rich, 681 ;  drives  the  Duke  of  Wiir- 
temberg  out  of  Fulda,  583,  586  ;  at 
Korbadi,  vi.  40 ;  at  Emsdorf,  41 ; 
Kloster  Kampen,  136-139;  sur- 
prised by  Broglio,  163;  generally 
had  command  of  the  English  • 
troops,  204  ;  in  the  Bavarian  War, 
600  :  mentioned  also,  447,  691. 

Bmnswick.  See  Anton  Ulrich ;  Chris- 
tian of. 

Buccon,  General,  killed  at  Torgan,  vi. 
125. 

Buchholz,  ii.  422;  cited,  i.  408  n., 
490  n.;  iv.  39n.;  vi.  286. 

Buch,  Johann  von,  i.  139. 

Buchwald,  Frau  von,  v.  154,  156. 

Buddaus,  cited,  i.  270  n. 

Buddaus,  Dr.,  iv.  307. 

Buddenbrock,  General,  ii.  211,  226, 
800,  408,  431,  435,  567  ;  at  Chotu- 
sitz,  iii.  568,  670,  671 ;  at  Sohr,  iv. 
183-185  :  mentioned  also,  vi  639. 

Bfiderich,  Camp  at,  iii.  123. 

Budget,  Fixed,  value  of  a,  iii.  41. 

Billow,  General,  with  Friedrich  at 
Liegnitz,  vi  59  ;  at  Camp  of  Bun- 
zelwitz,  192,  212. 

Billow,  MamseU,  ii.  121^  134,  260,  276. 

Biinau,  cited,  i  101  n. 

Buonamici,  cited,  iii.  619  n. ;  iv.  251  n. 

Burgoyne,  Brigadier,  in  Portugal,  vi 
242,  243. 

Burke,  Edmund,  iv.  314. 

Burkersdorf  Heights,  Storming  of,  vi. 
289-297. 

Burk,  Lieutenant,  in  Portugal,  vi.  242. 

Buraey's,  Dr.,  account  of  his  visit  to 
Voltaire,  vi.  526-529. 

Bums,  Bobert,  i  473. 

Biisching,  cited,  i.  101  n.,  802  n.,  866  n.; 
ii.  408  n. ;  iii,  34, 61  n.,  237 ;  iv.  414, 
122  n. ;  v,  20  n. ;  crude  authenticity, 
ii  406,  408  n. ;  Bussian  Mission,  iii. 
279 ;  at  Petersburg,  vi,  266  ;  hom- 
aging  to  Czar  Peter,  270  ;  sees  the 
C^ar  on  horseback,  271 ;  tumult 
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and  reyolution,  276-280 ;  Kilsder*8 
Interview  with  the  King,  852-855  ; 
a  dull,  though  solid,  accurate  kind 
of  man,  858 ;  interviews  with 
Queen  XTlrique,  509-511 ;  gets  a 
new  Town  Schoolhouse  for  Berlin, 
511 :  mentioned  also,  499,  689. 

Bussy,  Sieur  de,  vi.  204,  285  ;  con- 
ducts  Choiseul's  negotiations  with 
Pitt,  235. 

Bute,  Lord,  v.  155 ;  vi.  143,  146,  287, 
239,  244  ;  his  shameful  peace,  298, 
815,  816,  826. 

Butturlin,  Feldmarschall,  to  command 
the  Russian  Army  in  Silesia,  vi. 
181 ;  will  not  venture  upon  Fned- 
rich  atBunzeiwitz,  189, 190 ;  alter- 
cations with  Loudon,  192  ;  returns 
homewards,  accelerated  by  General 
Platen,  193-195 ;  sends  reinforce- 
ments to  Romanzow  at  Golberg, 
210 ;  returns  to  Poland,  281. 

Byng,  Admiral,  i.  499,  559 ;  iv.  681, 
582 ;  burnt  in  Effigy,  548. 

Cadiz,  blockade  of,  iii.  619. 

Caesar,  v.  243,  265  ;  vi.  82. 

Cagliostro,  vi.  684,  696. 

Calas,  Widow,  v.  618. 

Callenberg,  Grafin  von,  iii  296,  657. 

Calmet,  Dom,  iv.  455. 

Calonne,  Controller-General,  vi.  682. 

Calvin,  i.  377,  507  ;  ii.  278. 

Camas,  Colonel,  i.  483;  sent  to  the 
French  Court,  iii.  7  ;  to  Glatz,  219, 
224 ;  death,  828. 

Camas,  Madame,  Friedrich's  great  re- 
spect for,  i.  483  ;  iii.  328  ;  his  Let- 
ters to,  ii.  621 ;  vi.  185,  171,  262, 
264  ;  her  death,  386. 

Cambrai,  Congress  of,  i.  500,  661. 

Cameron,  Dr.  Archibald,  iv.  467 ;  exe- 
cuted, 468. 

Cameron  of  Lochiel,  iv.  467. 

Cameron,  Dr.,  vi.  559. 

Campbell,  cited,  i.  499  n. 

Campbell,  John,  Duke  of  Argyle,  iii. 
607. 

Campitelli,  General,  marches  to  join 
Soltikof ,  V.  538. 

Campitellis,  vi.  317. 

Canada,  English  and  French  in,  iv.  472. 

Candidatus  Theologia?,  a,  and  the  King 
of  Prussia,  i.  420. 

Cannabich,  Pastor,  iv.  301. 

Carlos  XL  of  Spain,  i.  60. 

Carlos  III.  of  Spain,  ii.  328, 489  ;  King 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  491,  648 ;  iii. 
621 ;  iv.  278  n. ;  v.  622  ;  a  diligent, 
indignant  kind  of  man,  626 ;  de- 
clares war  against  England,  vi  205, 


206,  286,  286 ;  qnaneU  witii  PoTts. 
gal  on  account  of  England^  240-248. 

CarlowitE,  Captain,  at  Prag,  iv.  57. 

Carlyle,  cited,  vi  683  n. 

Canner,  Silesian-Chancellor  von,  t1 
604  n. 

Carmichaels,  the  Scottisih,  iii  585. 

Caroline,  Queen,  i  229,  527 ;  ii  74. 
125,  148,  164;  a  beautiful  Bran- 
denburg- Anspach  Princess,  i  546 ; 
refuses  the  Catholic  Kaiaer,  547; 
ii  376 ;  Friedrich*s  Letters  to,  44, 
122  ;  visit  to  her  foolish  Son,  6114 : 
modest  stoicism  and  death,  €20: 
mentioned  also,  iii  878. 

Carr,  cited,  i.  32n. 

Carteret,  Lord,  i  449;  iii.  405,  €0% 
659,  668;  conferences  at  Hanao, 
684  ;  replies  to  Pitt's  threat  of  re- 
signation, vi.  238  :  mentioned  ako, 
iv.  89,  97,  248,  464  ;  v.  64,  65. 

Carzig,  ii  831,  840. 

Carthagena,  Expedition  against,  iii 
189,  882,  890. 

Casano,  Bridge  of,  i  368,  397. 

Casimir  IV.,  King  of  Poland,  i  283. 

Casimir.    See  Cidmbach  ;  Poland. 

Cassimir  Y.    See  John  Cassimir. 

Cast^ra,  cited,  vi  418  n. 

Castries,  Marquis  de,  defends  Wesel, 
vi  187-189. 

Catechisms,  Theological,  i.  507. 

Catharine  IL  of  Russia,  i.  91,  155 ;  ii 
186  ;  iv.  516,  521 ;  one  of  the  cle- 
verest of  young  ladies,  522 ;  her 
married  life,  vi.  256 ;  rapid  suc- 
cession of  lovers,  257,  413  ;  books 
about  her,  258;  becomes  Czarina 
of  Russia,  259 ;  shocked  at  C<ilond 
Hordt's  treatment,  268  ;  mi^vings 
about  her  husband^s  fate ;  graci- 
ous attentions  to  Hordt,  274  ;  dk- 
cems  that  either  Peter  or  she  must 
fall,  275  ;  conspires  for  his  destruc- 
tion, 277-281 ;  manifesto  against 
Prussia ;  afterwards  withdrawn. 
282  ;  treaty  of  alliance  with  Fried- 
rich,  888  ;  difficulties  witli  Poland, 
895 ;  virtual  sovereign  of  Poland, 
and  intends  to  keep  so,  411 :  a 
kind  of  she-Louis  Quatorze ;  never 
in  the  least  a  Cat  or  a  Devil 
towards  Poland,  411,  412;  makes 
Poniatowski  king,  4 18,  414;  gets 
impatient  of  the  Dissident  Que^ 
tion,  419 ;  locks  up  the  refractorr 
Bishops,  421  (see  Turk  War);  en- 
mity to  Maria  Theresa,  467,  475 ; 
sumptuously  entertains  Prince 
Henri,  471-474 ;  proposes  dismem- 
berment of  Poland,  474 ;  h^  share 
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in  the  partitloii,  477,  479,  492; 
mediates  on  the  Bayarian  Suoces- 
fiion  question,  600,  601 ;  forms  alli- 
ance with  Kaiser  Joseph,  and  hopes 
to  get  Ck>nstantinople  and  a  new 
Greek  Empire,  684, 635 :  mentioned 
also,  256  n.,  629,  655,  671. 

Catherine,  Wife  of  Czar  Peter,  i.  458; 
at  Berlin,  454,  457,  569. 

Catherine- Alexiewna,  formerly  Sophie- 
Frederike  of  Anhalt-Zerhst,  iii.  736. 

Cathcart,  Charles  Lord,  iii.  885. 

Catholic  Religion,  mournful  state  of, 
iii.  82. 

Catt's,  De,  first  intenriew  with  Fried- 
rich,  iv,  490 ;  enters  his  service, 
493;  at  Breslau,  t.  269;  Hoch- 
kirch,  870 ;  surprise  at  Friedrich's 
'Sermon  on  the  Last  Judgement,* 
395 ;  introduces  Zunmermann  to 
the  King,  vi.  500-505. 

Caulaincourt,  v.  275  n. 

Caumartin,  M.,  ii.  581. 

Cellamare,  Ambassador,  i.  451. 

Chalmers,  cited,  vi  143  n. 

Chapelle,  La.    See  Bachaumont. 

Charlemagne,  i.  69  ;  iii.  601. 

Charles  XH.  of  Sweden,  1. 184 ;  ii.  478 ; 
arrives  suddenly  at  Stralsund,  i. 
426  ;  his  surprising  career,  427, 
437,  450;  desperate  defence  of 
Stralsund,  435 ;  assassinated  at 
Frederickshall,  438;  last  of  the 
Swedish  Kings,  439;  Treaty  of 
Altranstadt,  iii.  171,  188,  259.  See 
Karl  XIL 

Charles  Amadeus,  King  of  Sardinia, 
iii.  350. 

Charles  Edward,  the  Toung  Pretender, 
iii.  743. 

Charles  Emanuel,  King  of  Sardinia, 
iii.  618,  620,  722. 

Charlotte,  Queen,  ii.  103,  424,  615; 
her  Father,  612;  Ancestress  of 
England,  It.  298;  Princess  of 
Mecklenburg,  vi.  172  ;  letter  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  178-175  ;  question 
of  authenticity,  176. 

(%arlotte.    See  Philippina. 

Charlottenbuig,  i.  44,  51 ;  George  L 
at,  534. 

Chasot,  Lieutenant,  fights  a  duel ;  is 
introduced  to  Friedrich,  ii.  528, 
567 ;  becomes  Prussian  Major  of 
Horse,  iii.  718 ;  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
iv.  151,  457 ;  affront  on  his  Aus- 
trian friend,  298,  299;  Voltaire's 
Hirsch  affairs,  349, 850,  392  :  men- 
tioned also,  vi.  189. 

ChAteauroux,  Madame  de  la,  iii.  459, 
701,  716,  727 ;  her  Ministry,  iv.  4 ; 


with  Louis  XV.  in  the   Nether- 
lands,  5 ;  dismissed,  11 ;  death,  14. 

ChAtelet,  Madame  du,  ii.  592,  605; 
not  invited  by  King  Friedrich,  iii. 
55 ;  hope  disappointed,  85  ;  her  re- 
lation to  Voltaire  not  so  celestial 
as  it  once  was,  119,  702 ;  with 
Voltaire  on  a  visit  at  Soeauz,  iv. 
257-264 ;  intrigue  with  M.  de  St 
Lambert,  265,  266;  death  from 
child-birth,  284,  285 :  mentioned 
also,  iii.  633,  648;  iv.  251. 

ChAtelet,  Marquis  du,  in  Maillebois*s 
Army,  iii.  499;  at  Dingelfingen, 
654,  658 :  mentioned  also,  iv.  265, 
285,  821. 

Chauvelm,  M.  de,  iv.  893. 

Chesterfield,  Lord,  IL  143,  158,  265 
iii.  758 ;  iv.  275,  295,  465 ;  cited, 
268  n. 

Ch^tardie,  Marquis  de  la,  ii.  535,  541 
iU.  255. 

Chevert,  French  Brigadier,  at  Prag, 
iii.  642,  643 ;  General,  at  Hasten- 
beck,  V.  128 ;  Meer,  883  n. 

Chivalry  Orders,  Era  of,  i.  111. 

Chlum,  Camp  of,  iv.  155. 

Chlumetz,  ii.  438. 

Chodowiecki,  i.  447;  ii.  218;  his  En- 
gravings, vi  547  n.,  607  n. 

Choiseul,  Due  de,  French  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  v.  391,  539,  541, 
594 ;  implicated  in  publication  of 
(Ehivret  du  PhUotophs  de  San$' 
Souei,  601 ;  tries  to  make  mis- 
chief between  Pitt  and  Friedrich, 
610,  611 ;  letter  from  Voltaire, 
617 ;  vi.  6 ;  issues  peace  pro- 
posals, 169;  succeeds  Belleisle  as 
War-Minister,  *1 71 ;  spasmodic  ef- 
fort towards  Hanover,  197,  200; 
artful  negotiations  with  Pitt,  204- 
206, 235 ;  intrigues  with  Poland  and 
Turkey,  430,  459;  his  death,  673. 

Chotusits,  Battle  of,  iii.  566, 579 ;  topo- 
graphy of,  575. 

Christian  Ernst  of  Baireuth,  ii.  362. 

Christian  Ernst  of  Saalfeld-Coburg, 
ii.  215. 

Christian  of  Anhalt,  i.  318,  330. 

Christian  of  Brunswick,  i.  329,  381. 

Christian  IL  of  Denmark,  a  rash,  un- 
wise, explosive  man,  i.  269,  273. 

Christian  IV.  of  Denmark,  i.  331,  344. 

Christian  Wilhelm  Archbishop  of  Mag- 
debuig,  i.  381,  840. 

Cideville,  M.  de,  iii.  94,  635. 

Cimburgis,  i.  221. 

Clairau^  the  Mathematician,  letter 
from  Voltaire  to,  v.  617. 

Clamei,  Meadow  of,  ii  82,  86. 
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daiendon,  Barl  of,  iv.  205. 

Clayton,  Gtoneral,  iii.  660. 

Qemenoe,   Prinoess,  Wife  of  Frinoe 

Clement,  iii.  5d0. 
demens,  Engrayer,  vi.  680  n. 
dement  August.    See  Koln. 
dement,  the  Hangarian  Swindler,  i 

485,  498. 
dement,  Duke  of  Baiera,  iiL  527. 
Clement,  Prince,  Nephew  of  Elector 

of  Eoln,  iii.  530. 
dement  XIL,  Pope,  iii.  184. 
dement,  Dachees,  protests  against  the 

Austrian  attempt  on  Bayaria,  vi. 

570,  873 ;  writes  to  Friedrieh,  674  ; 

counsels  and  aids  Gortz  in  the  mat- 
ter, 576. 
dermont.  Prince  de,  iiL  241 ;  sacoeeds 

Riehelien,  v.  213 ;  beaten  by  Fer- 
dinand at  Crefeld,  811 ;  dismiaaed, 

812. 
develand,  Duchess  of,  i.  166. 
deve,  Wilhelm  Duke  of,  i.  294,  802 ; 

his    Heritage      Settlement,    808; 

death  ;  his  ^n's  tragic  career,  804. 
deve.  Duchy  of,  i.  300 ;  a  natorally 

opulent    Country,    802 ;    disputed 

Heritage,  805,  310,  822,  847,  600 ; 

ii.  240 ;  occupied  by  Spanish  and 

Dutch  troops,  818,  322 ;  Friedrieh 

Wilhelm's  interest  in,  488, 567, 699 ; 

it  76,  289,  447,  625. 
deve,  Friedrieh  at,  reoeiying  Homage, 

iii.  49. 
dogenson,  Commentator  on  Voltaire's 

Letters,  cited,  iii.  704  n :  mentioned 

also,  T.  612. 
dubs,  i.  111. 
due,  De  la,  Admiral  of  the  Toulon 

Fleet,  V.  509. 
Cobemsl,  Count,  at  Berlin,  yi.  552, 586  ; 

at  Congress  of  Tetschen,  601. 
Coblenz,  ii.  254. 
Cocoeji,  jun.,  marries  Barberina,  iii. 

758;   with  CoUini   at  Berlin,  iv. 

815  ;  at  Hochkirch,  v.  865  n. 
Cocoeji,  Samuel   yon,  iiL  758,  755; 

CMef  Prussian  Law-Minister,  iy. 

242,  243,  272;   finishes  his  Law- 

Eeform,  288-290 ;  Voltaire's  Law- 

suit,  851 ;  washes  his  hands  of  the 

sorry  business,  855. 
Cochius,  iL  683,  687. 
Coehom's  Masterpiece,  iv.  269. 
Cogniazo,  cited,  iv.  144  n.;  v.  106  n.; 

on  the  Camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  vi.  188 : 

mentioned  also,  591  n. 
Coigny,  Mar6chal  de,  iii.  681,  696,  742; 

at  Stockstadt,  iv.  6;  guarding  Bris- 

gau,  71,  76. 
Colberg,  Bussian  siege  of,  v.  842,  843 ; 


again  besieged  by  RnsalA,  ▼!.  77; 
siege  raised,  86;  third  and  toogb- 
est  siege  of  all,  206-211 ;  gMmaii 
fairly  starved  out,  230-232. 

Colbert,  ilL  248;  iv.  259. 

Colignon,  Colonel,  and  his  xeemitiDg 
practices,  v.  628,  629. 

Collenbaeh,  Plen^K>tentiary  Ton,  vL 
829. 

CoUini,  Como  Aleesandro,  IiL  753 :  iv. 
ai4,  815;  his  first  eag^t  of  Voltsire. 
819,  820;  becomes  his  eeeretaij, 
835n.,  394,  486,  438,  489;  ai 
Frankfurt,  447-454;  cited,  315  n.; 
T.  115  n. 

Coin  on  the  Spree,  L  186. 

Cologne.    See  KobL 

Columbus  and  the  Atlantic,  uL  5. 

CcHnines,  Philippe  de,  vL  4o7. 

Cond6,  Prince  de,  vL  312. 

Conflans,  Admix^,  v.  510 ;  hH  fleet 
utterly  ruined  by  Hawke,  589-594. 

Conrad  of  HohenzoUem,  L  97  ;  becomes 
Burggraf  of  Niimberg,  101 ;  il  220L 

Conrad  of  Thiiringen,  L 119;  *  whip  my 
Abbot  ?'  120 ;  plunders  Fritzlar ;  re- 
pentanoe  and  Teutsch- Hitter  vows, 
121. 

Conradin.  Boy,  last  of  the  Hoheostaof- 
fens,  L  127,  129. 

Conservatism,  iii.  837. 

Constantino  of  Bussia,  vL  634,  635. 

Constitutional  Oovemment,  iii.  373. 

Contades  supersedes  dermoni,  t.  312; 
against  Ferdinand  in  the  Bhine 
Provinces,  388>385;  defeated  at 
Minden,  445-458. 

Conti,  Prince  de,  joins  the  Amy  for 
relief  of  Prag,  ilL  625 ;  wiHi  Brog- 
lio  at  Wolnzach,  653 ;  drivai  from 
D^^gendorf ,  655  ;  Anny  for  Italy, 
742 ;  in  the  Middle-Bhine  coun- 
tries, iv.  71, 94, 106  ;  retreats  across 
the  Rhine,  159,  160;  to  be  a  Ge- 
neral-in-chief  of  the  grand  Ihra- 
Gdon-of -England  Army,  v.  593 ;  De 
Ligne's  opinion  of  him,  vL  453. 

Conway,  Fieldmarshal,  atLangmsalia, 
vL  165  ;  account  of  King  Friediich 
at  Potsdam,  and  at  his  Sileeian  Re- 
views, 535-548 ;  kindly  entertained 
by  Lord  Marisehal,  587,  541. 

Cook,  Captain,  at  Quebec,  v.  560. 

Cookery,  spiritual,  L  19. 

Cope,  General,  iiL  680,  745. 

Copenick,  iL  285. 

Coper,  Secretary,  v.  485  ;  vL  861. 

Coram,  Captain,  iv.  474. 

Com,  La,  in  America,  iv.  475,  476. 

Comwallis,  Colonel  Edward,  iv.  47^ 
475. 
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Comwallis,  Lord,  vi  679. 

Cossack  brutality,  t.  818,  460,  487 ; 
vL97. 

Cothenius,  Dr.,  iy.  863,  892,  899,  487. 

Councils,  Church,  i.  48;  Council  of 
Constance,  186,  190. 

Courage,  ii.  882. 

Courland,  Duke  of,  ii.  S6S,  See  Anne 
of. 

Courten,  Chevalier  de,  at  Berlin,  iv.  86. 

Coxe,  cited,  i.  o87  n. ;  ii.  828  n. ;  iv.  80  n. 

Cramer,  cited,  ii.  87  n. 

Craven,  Lady,  L  229  ;  ii.  107  ;  vi.  439, 
587. 

Cr6billon,  iv.  266. 

Cr6cy,  Battle  of,  1 168 ;  t.  207. 

Crefeld,  Battle  of,  v.  811,  312. 

Creuta  the  Finance-Minister,  i.  440; 
ii.396. 

Crillon,  Due  de,  at  Weisaenfela,  v.  192. 

Crillon,  jun.,  vi.  621,  522. 

Crinoline,  fashion  of,  vi.  383. 

Crochardiere,  M.  de  la,  at  Straflburg, 
iii.  72. 

Crochet,  ii.  431. 

Cromwell,  what  a  German,  might  have 
done,  i.  261 ;  Cromwell  and  his 
Puritang,  264,  327,  355 ;  his  time, 
iii.  378;  his  soldiers,  iv.  283;  his 
worth  to  England,  v.  65,  66;  his 
Ironsides,  260;  Cromwell  and  At- 
tila,  vi.  481. 

Cronstrom,  Commandant  of  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  iv.  270. 

Crossen,  ii.  461. 

Croze,  La,  ii.  573. 

Culloden,  Victory  of,  iv.  124. 

Culmbach,  Margraf  of,  i.  225  ;  Fried- 
rich  founder  of  the  Elder  Line, 
229 ;  Casimir,  a  severe,  rather  tru- 
culent Herr,  231 ;  Margraf  Oeorge, 
and  his  connection  with  the  King 
of  Huugar}',  232 ;  gets  the  Duchy 
of  Jiigerndorf,  235 ;  noble  con- 
duct in  the  Reformation,  237 ;  at 
the  Diet  of  Augaburg,  238  ;  few 
truer  specimens  of  the  Honest  Man, 
241 ;  his  Son  and  Brothers,  242 ; 
troubles  with  Albert  Alcibiades, 
253 ;  Diagram  of  the  Elder  and 
Younger  Culmbach  Lines,  378  a. 
See  Friedrich  George  of. 

Cumberland,  Duke  of,  iii.  608 ;  at 
Dettingen,  668,  678;  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, iv.  112,  274,  275 ;  at 
Fontenoy,  113;  at  Culloden,  124; 
disagreements  with  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  529,  532  ;  takes  com- 
mand of  Britannic  Army,  v.  7  ;  to 
little  purpose,  62,  1 15 ;  aiming  to 
oust  the  Duke  of  Ncwoastle,  63 ; 


opposition  to  Pitt,  69,  71 ;  defeated 
at  Uastenbeck,  127  ;  Convention  of 
Kloster-Zeven,  149  ;  returns  home, 
and  resign  his  military  offices,  160 : 
mentioned  also,  iv.  4,  92,  294,  864. 

Cminingham^s  FrUdrich's  Last  Re- 
view,  vi.  680  n. 

Ciistrin,  i.  287,  334,  837 ;  Friedrioh  a 
prisoner  at,  ii.  273,  282;  Katte*s 
execution,  289 ;  Friedrich's  life  at, 
330;  a  rugged  little  town,  with 
strong  castle,  v.  820 ;  town  burnt 
by  the  Russians,  316,  820-2. 

Czarina.    See  Elizabeth ;  Catharine. 

Czartoryskies,  the  Polish,  vt  417,  419, 
420. 

Caemichef,  General,  prisoner  at  Zom- 
dorf ,  V.  343 ;  with  Soltikof  in  Si- 
lesia, vi.  59,  73 ;  marches  on  Ber- 
lin, 88,  91,  95  ;  with  Loudon  in  Si- 
lesia, 193,  214,  220 ;  ordered  home 
by  Czar  Peter,  260  ;  to  join  himself 
with  Friedrich,  2G1 ;  with  less  ad- 
vantage than  he  expected,  265 ; 
joins  with  him  at  Lissa,  285 ;  re- 
called home.  291 ;  generously  stays 
three  days,  292,  299. 

CzetteritE,  Genersil,  taken  prisoner 
with  his  copy  of  Military  Instruc- 
tions, V.  631,  2. 

Dalbykpub,  Major,  at  Berlin,  vi.  552, 
554,  696. 

Dalwig,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  vL  124, 
212,  595. 

Damions,  v.  7. 

Danes,  the,  seize  Schleswig-Holstein, 
vi.  255,  256. 

Dankelmann,  i.  54. 

Dante,  i.  129, 145,  148. 

Dantzig,  not  to  belong  to  Friedrich,  vi. 
492;  siege  of,  ii.  485,  504,  546. 

Danz,  Dr.,  iv.  307. 

D'Arget,  iii.  649;  saves  Valori  from 
Pandours,  iv.  173;  despatched  to 
Friedrich  at  Dresden,  222 ;  letter 
to  Valori  describing  his  interview 
with  the  King,  222-226;  taken  into 
Friedrich's  service,  226,  241,  825, 
337,  394. 

Darlington,  Coimtess  of,  i.  531 ;  ii  13, 
286. 

Darmstadt,  Landgravine  of,  visits  the 
Czarina  with  her  daughters,  vi.  521, 
522.     See  Ernst  Ludwig  of. 

Dashkof,  Princess,  vi.  275. 

Daun,  Leopold  Graf  von,  iii.  654;  un- 
der Baurenklau  at  Stockstadt,  iv. 
7;  advances  to  relief  of  Prag,  v.  46; 
retreats  on  hearing  of  the  Ftussian 
victory,  56;  order  from  Vienna  to 
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proceed,  80;  battle  of  Kolin,  79; 
orders  retreat,  98;  order  disobeyed, 
94;  victory,  95;  makes  no  chase  of 
the  Prussians,  96, 105;  the  first  chief 
of  the  Order  of  Maria  Theresa,  98; 
with  Prince  Karl,  followix^g  the 
Prince  of  Prussia,'  120 ;  following 
Bevem,  224 ;  at  Breslau,  237 ;  Leu- 
then,  247,  262 ;  supersedes  Prince 
Karl,  264;  guarding  the  Bohemian 
Frontier,  290;  on  march  to  assist 
OlmutE,  291;  at  Leutomischl,  294; 
sits  on  his  magazine,  clear  not  to 
fight,  295;  Bos  against  Leo,  296; 
encamps  at  Gtewitsch,  watching 
Friedrich,  297;  gets  cautiously  on 
foot  again,  299;  gets  reinforcement 
into  Olmuta,  299;  aware  of  Fried- 
rich's  convoys,  301 ;  attack  on  Mo- 
ael,  302-306;  siege  of  Olmfitz  ended, 
307;  cautiously  follows  Friedrich 
to  Konigsgratz,  809;  to  recapture 
Saxony,  while  Friedrich  is  engaged 
with  tiie  Russians,  344 ;  at  Zittau, 
345;  near  Meissen,  hears  of  Fried- 
rich's  approach,  348;  a  note  sent 
to  Fermor  unexpectedly  answered, 
848;  retires  to  Stolpen,  349,  850; 
encamps  ahead  of  Friedrich,  at 
Kittlitz,  352;  surprisal  of  Friedrich 
in  his  camp  at  Hochkirch,  358; 
consecrated  hat  and  sword  from 
the  Pope  for  his  victory,  372,  417; 
cannot  prevent  Friedrich  reaching 
Silesia,  376;  tries  to  get  Dresden, 
877;  wheels  homeward,  unsuccess- 
ful, 380;  puzzled  at  having  to  take 
the  offensive,  415;  encamps  near 
Mark-Lissa,  416,  422 ;  content  to 
play  jackal  to  the  Russian  lion, 
423;  expects  always  to  succeed  by 
help  of  others,  492,  494 ;  cannot 
persuade  Soltikof  to  do  all  his 
fighting  for  hun,  500-502;  deter- 
mines  on  siege  of  Dresden,  510;  in- 
forms Soltikof  of  success,  528;  rea- 
son to  be  proud  of  his  cunctatory 
method,  530;  carting  endless  pro- 
visions for  self  and  Soltikof,  531; 
almost  captures  Ziethen  at  Sorau, 
534;  sits  on  his  magazine  at  Baut- 
zen, 536;  dare  not  attack  Prince 
Henri,  537;  concessions  to  Soltikof , 
537,  538;  will  attack  Prince  Henri 
to  -  morrow,  544 ;  finds  only  an 
empty  camp;  Prince  Henri  vanished 
in  unknown  space,  545 ;  Prince 
Henri  out-manoeuvres  him  in  Sax- 
ony, 558,  554;  is  compelled  to  re- 
treat on  Dresden,  555  ;  going  at  his 
slowest  step,  565;   hears  uncom- 


fortably that  Finok  is  mt  Hazen, 
but  decides  to  attack,  569;  three 
simultaneous    assaults,    572,    573: 
captures  Finck  and  his  whole  army. 
575;  also  another  outpost  of  Fried- 
rich's  at  Meissen,  579;  dare  not  ac- 
tack  Friedrich,  579;  contents  him- 
self with  holding  Dresden;  Vienna 
nightcaps,  in  token  of  his  talent 
for  sleep,  580;  vi.  304;   in  winter- 
quarters,  V.  582;   again    to   hare 
chief  command  in  the  new  cam- 
paign, 629}  continues  near  Dresden, 
vi.  5, 12;  entrenched  and  palisaded 
to   the   teeth,   12,   17;    intercepts 
Friedrich*8  march  for  Silesia,  18- 
23;  arrives  to  relief  of  Dresden,  S9; 
safe  on  his  Northern  side,  80;  at- 
tends Friedrich's  march  into  Silesia, 
54-57 ;  battle  of  Liegnitx,  eo ;  his 
beautiful  plan  all  gone  to  distrac- 
tion, 69, 70;  indolently  allows  Fned- 
rich  to  get  clear  away,  73,  74;  and 
has  a  troublesome  time  with  him 
in  consequence,  81-83;  sends  Lacy 
to  join  the  Russians  in  seizing  Ber- 
lin, 87;  ordered  to  maintain  Saxony, 
102;    inexpugnably  encamped   at 
Torgau,  104;  moves  to  Eilenberg, 
105 ;  returns  to  Torgau,  106 ;  at- 
tacked by  Friedrich,  117;  fmioas 
slaughter  on  both  sides,   118-128: 
thinks  the  victory  his,  125;  defeat 
and  swift  retreat,  129;  at  Plauen, 
181;   his  return  to  Vienna,  182; 
takes  charge  of  Saxony,  181,  l^i; 
attacks   Prince   Henri's   outposts, 
282 ;    takes   comnumd   in   ^esia 
against  Friedrich,  283-285;    skil- 
fully defends  himself,  287;  attacked 
and  defeated  by  Friedrich  at  Bur- 
kersdorf,    289-296;    attempts    to 
break  in  upon  Frieidrich's  siege  of 
Schweidnitz,  301,  308;  defeated  at 
Reichenbach,  and  gives  up  the  en- 
terprise, 304;  his  fighting  all  over, 
810,  311;   dies  some  three  yeais 
afterwards,  811 :   mentioned  also, 
450. 

Dauphiness,  the,  intercedes  for  Pblish 
Majesties,  iv.  565,  566. 

David*s  Psalms,  ii.  650;  v.  168. 

Deblin,    Gordwainer,    works    against 
Browne  at  Ologau,  iii.  206;  v.  263. 

Debt,  National,  sublime  invention  of, 
V.  896. 

Deffand,  Madame  du,  iv.  258:  letter 
from  D*Alemburg  to,  vi  367. 

Degenfeld,  ii.  173. 625. 

Deggendorf ,  iii.  655. 

Demikof,  General  (Th6micondX  with 
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Fermor  invading  Pruaaia,  v.  818; 
Zomdorf,  336,  337. 

Demon  Newswriter,  iv.  888,  407;  hia 
eavesdropping  account  of  Friedrich 
and  his  Court,  409-419 ;  identifica- 
tion of,  V.  698,  601. 

Denina  cornea  to  Berlin,  vi.  637. 

Denis,  Madame,  iii.  319;  keeps  house 
for  Voltaire,  iv.  321,  361;  an  ex- 
pensive gay  lady,  326;  joins  Vol- 
taire in  his  Frankfurt  troubles,  448, 
450,  452 :  mentioned  also,  584,  681. 

Denmark.  See  Christian  II.  and  IV. 
of ;  Friedrich  IV.  of ;  Danes. 

Derschau,  i.  616;  ii.  334,  858,  661, 
682 ;  continued  in  office,  iii.  23. 

Deschamps,  M.,  ii.  568. 

Desf ontaines,  ii.  591 ;  iii,  633  ;  iv.  258. 

Dessau,  i.  395.    See  Leopold  of. 

Dettingen,  ii.  252 ;  Battle  of,  iii  833, 
668,  679. 

Devil,  principal  function  of  a,  iv.  408. 

Deville,  to  try  what  he  can  do  on  Si- 
lesia, V.  344, 346, 350 ;  hurries  home- 
wards, 377 ;  makes  an  unsuccessful 
dash  at  Leobschiitz,  414 ;  at  Land- 
shut,  532  ;  cashiered  by  Daun,  636. 

Dickens,  Sir  Guy,  ii.  163,  190,  198, 
209,  270,  280,  314,  368;  iii.  60, 
155  ;  iv.  270  ;  cited,  iii.  155  n, 

Diderot,  visits  Prussia,  vi.  623. 

Dierecke,  Colonel,  at  Zittau,  v.  125  ; 
captured  at  Miessen,  579. 

Dieskau,  Artillery-General,  at  Siege  of 
Schweidnitz,  vi.  309. 

Dieskau,  Camp  of,  iv.  106,  163,  164. 

Dietrich,  Prince,  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  iii. 
541,  549  ;  able,  soldier-like  conduct, 
550  ;  at  Olischau,  551  ;  at  Plomnitz, 
iv.  69  ;  sent  to  reinforce  his  Father, 
163 :  mentioned  also,  218  n.,  635. 

Dietrichstein,  Graf  von,  vi.  439. 

Dietzman,  the  Thuringian  Landgraf, 
i.  145. 

Dieulafoi,  vi.  629  n. 

Digby,  Captain,  in  the  attack  on 
Conflans's  fleet,  v.  592. 

Dilworth,  Life  ^c,  of  Ib'ederickj  iii. 
276,  277  n. 

Dingelfingen,  burned  by  Daun,  iii.  664. 

Diplomatists,  Devil-,  ii.  62 ;  an  un- 
diplomatic reflection,  88, 208 ;  Smel- 
f  ungus  on  Modem  Diplomacy,  197  ; 
heavy-footed  diplomacy,  628 ;  im- 
broglio of  diplomacies,  iii.  416, 478, 
484 ;  iv.  82,  527. 

Discipline,  value  of,  iii.  407. 

Ditmarsch-Stade  Markgraves,  i.  86. 

D'O,  Colonel,  helplessly  loses  Glatz,  vi. 
34  ;  court-martial,  36. 

Dobryn,  Knights  of,  i.  118. 

VOL.  VI.  3  A 


Dockum,  General,  ii.  820,  321. 

Doeg,  W.  H.,  vi.  564n. 

Dolmi,  cited,  i.  408  n. ;  on  Frledrich*s 
Excise-system,  vi.  374  :  mentioned 
also,  672. 

Dohna,  1.  432. 

Dohna,  General,  succeeds  Lehwald  in 
Pommem,  v.  277,  292,  310 ;  defends 
Frankfurt  bridge  against  Fermor, 
820 ;  at  Gorgast,  322 ;  sudden  panic 
in  his  troops  at  Zorndorf ,  335,  386 ; 
pursues  Fermor,  342 ;  marches  for 
Saxony,  378;  sent  against  the 
Russians,  422,  427 ;  can  do  no- 
thing on  Soltikof,  428  ;  superseded 
by  WedeU,  429,  431. 

Dobna,  Graf  von,  at  Vienna,  iv.  13. 

Dolgorucki,  Prince,  Russian  Ambassa- 
dor at  Berlin,  vi.  552. 

Dollar,  origin  of  the  word,  iv.  671. 

DoUart,  the,  iv.  365,  366. 

Domb&le,  General,  with  Zweibriick 
marching  to  Saxony,  v.  345,  346. 

Domstadtl,  Pass  of,  v.  304. 

Donauworth  under  ban,  i.  310. 

Donhof,  ii.  300,  322. 

Donnel,  O',  with  Daun  at  Torgau,  vi, 
126,  128. 

Dom,  Freytag's  clerk,  iv.  461,  453. 

Domberg,  Minister  von,  vi.  618. 

Dorothee,  Electress,  i.  53,  55,  360,  363. 

Double-Marriage,  the  famous,  of  Prus- 
sia and  England,  i.  525, 543  ;  Treaty 
cannot  be  signed,  671 ;  grown 
plainly  hopeless,  632  ;  yet  far  from 
dead,  ii.  43 ;  reemerges  in  an  offi- 
cial shape,  48  ;  drawing  to  an  end, 
117;  England  favourable,  142, 
161 ;  effulgent  flaming-point,  146  ; 
as  good  as  extinct,  172 ;  ended, 
208 ;  revived,  but  to  no  purpose,  452. 

Douglas,  Scotch  Peerage^  cited,  iii. 
607  n.;  v.  286n. 

Draper,  Brigadier-General,  vi.  244  n. 

Dresden,  Friedrich's  Visit  to,  ii.  22  ; 
fortified  against  the  Prussians,  iv. 
17,  20 ;  opens  its  gates  to  Friedrich, 
220 ;  treaty  of,  227,  228,  277,  499  ; 
Friedrich  again  enters,  and  takes 
possession,  552 ;  besieged  and  par- 
tially burnt  by  the  Austrians,  v. 
879 ;  surrendered  by  Schmettau, 
611-619 ;  capitulation  scandalously 
ill  kept,  623-525;  furiously  be- 
sieged by  Friedrich,  vi.  25-33. 

Driesen,  at  Leuthen,  v.  254,  256. 

Drummer,  the  Little,  i.  445. 

Drusus  Germanicus,  i.  68. 

Dryasdust,  the  Prussian,  i.  13 ;  ii.  152, 
168 ;  doing  History,  23,  115,  202, 
883 ;  V.  236. 
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Dubois,  Oardinft],  !.  538 ;  vgliert  «f 
created  souls,  562 ;  it  582. 

Dabois  killed  at  Kloeter  Eampen,  yt 
188  n. 

Dubourgay,  ii.  13,  32,  85,  118,  184; 
Correspondence  about  the  DouUe- 
Marriage,  49, 91, 113 ;  proyes  Qrnm- 
kow*B  treachery,  123;  aniral  of 
Hotham,  143;  conyersatlon  with 
the  King  of  Prussia,  144. 

Dugdale,  Lieutenant,  tI.  462. 

Duhan  de  Jandun,  i.  444,  462,  508, 
508;  iL  277;  King  Priedrich's 
ihoughtfulness  for,  iii.  21 ;  ir.  231. 

DtQanre,  cited,  iv.  6n. 

Dumb,  busy  generatioEts,  i.  392, 399, 414. 

Dumoulin,  Colonel,  sent  after  Keith, 
ii.  259,  264. 

Dumoulin  in  Silesia,  iv.  132,  136, 188  ; 
Hohenfriedberg,  141 ;  follows  the 
Austrians  into  Bohemia,  153. 

Dumouriez,  at  Bilitz,  vi.  431. 

Dunkirk,  iii.  606 ;  Louis  XV.  at,  ir.  10. 

Duquesne,  M.,  iv.  475,  479. 

Duquesne,  Fort,  v.  382. 

Duren,  Van,  Printer  of  Anti-MaieeM' 
avelj  iii.  54;  with  Voltaire  at 
Frankfurt,  iv.  449. 

Duringshofen,  Colonel,  Battalion  ci^- 
tured  at  Griefenberg,  v.  414. 

Diisseldorf,  i.  305  ;  ii.  257 ;  a  Dinner- 
scene  at,  i.  315. 

Datch  Bevolt,  the  world-famous,  i. 
808,  318,  322  ;  Dutch  Traders  and 
Karl  VL,  556 ;  the  Dutch  diain- 
dined  to  join  in  the  Austrian-Suc- 
cession War,  iii.  342;  torpid  re- 
sponse to  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
enthusiasm,  404,  606,  639;  Carte- 
ret, strongly  pulleying,  succeeds  in 
raising  &em,  659;  end  of  the 
Dutch  Republic,  iv.  267. 

Duvemet,  Biographer  of  Voltaire,  iv. 
226,  325,  337  ;  cited,  ii.  584  n.;  iii 
650  n. ;  iv.  322  n. ;  vi.  682  n* 

Ebebt,  cited,  vi.  152  n. 

Eokart,    Prussian    Finance   lOnfeter, 

dismissed,  iii.  32. 
Economics,  National,  i.  405,  416.    Bee 

Thrift 
Edelsheim,  Herr  von,  v.  606,  610,  611 ; 

vi6. 
Eden-House  Corre^>ondence,  vi.  564  n., 

558  n. 
Editor's  interest  in  Friedrich,  i.  16, 18 ; 

difficulties,  iii.  38,   332 ;  iv.  289 ; 

early  recollections,  iii.  607. 
Education,  i.464  ;  Friedrich  Wilh^m's 

notion  of,  466,  502,  512,  621,  576 ; 

influences  of  Nature,  480 ;  teaching 


Beligion,  607;  MoOieF-wit  _, 

dered  away  for  long-eared  erudi- 
tion, 618. 

Edward  I.  of  England,  i.  14a 

Edward  IL,  i.  152. 

Edward  IIL,  i.  159. 

Eginhart  and  Emma,  iii.  671. 

Ehrenbreitstein,  ii.  254. 

Eichel,  Prussian  Secretarv  of  State,  iiL 
83, 130. 299, 748 ;  iv.  108 ;  captored 
by  Nadasti,  186 ;  at  Dresden,  232 ; 
at  Potsdam,  411,  413 ;  sends  keys  to 
Dresden,  486 ;  Prince  Henri  writes 
to,  complaining  of  the  Kin^,  vL  248- 
250 ;  Eichel  consults  with  NUasler 
about  his  ruined  district,  865, 

Eichsted,  Franz  von,  i.  213. 

Eighteenth  Century,  the  fraudnlent^ 
and  its  suicidal  end,  i.  10 ;  heroism 
in  the,  iii.  37. 

Einsiedel,  General,  has  charge  of  Ptag, 
iv.  31,  52  ;  to  quit  Prag  for  Silesia, 
66  ;  his  perilous  retreat,  56  ;  Hoch- 
wald,  the  hardest  brush  of  all,  68 ; 
passes  through  Saxon  territory ;  his 
last  march,  59. 

Elbe  River,  rise  of  the,  iv.  175, 177 ; 
passes  through  Saxon  Swita^iaiMl, 
558. 

Elbingerode,  Belleisle  arrested  at,  iv.  76. 

Elcheset,  Sieur  d',  v.  147. 

Electors.    See  Kurfilrsts. 

Elizabeth  Christina,  Empress,  i.  547 ; 
ii  876,  440 ;  iii.  136. 

Elizabeth  Christina  of  Bmnawicik-Be- 
vem  (afterwards  Queen  Regnant  of 
Prussia),  ii.  373,  381 ;  choeen  for 
Friedrich,  382;  what  he  thought 
of  her,  387,  391,  392.  400.  448,  466 ; 
her  Betrothal,  398  ;  Wedding,  469 ; 
srand  entrance  into  Berlin ;  Wil- 
helmina*s  Portrait  of  her,  471 ;  her 
honest,  guileless  heart,  473  ;  h^ppy 
days  at  Reinsberg,  559.  563,  670; 
Friedrich's  gradual  estrangement, 
iii  81,  600,  604;  Demon  Newv- 
writer's  account  of,  iv.  418 ;  visited 
by  Friedrich,  vi.  336,  640,  641: 
mentioned  also,  692,  696. 

Elisabeth,  Czarina,  ii.  40  ;  iii  263-257 ; 
chooses  a  successor  to  the  Swtedish 
King,  733;  on  good  terms  with 
Friedrich,  734,  736 ;  takes  oiEence 
at  Friedrich,  255 ;  stirred  up  against 
him,  iv.  90,  91 ;  takes  part  with 
Saxony,  208  ;  increasing  ill-will  to 
Friedrich,  274  n.,  292,  362,  517 ;  in 
secret  treaty  with  Austria,  499, 605 ; 
woriced  upon  witii  cunningly-de- 
vised fabrications,  506-508;  will 
not  be  reconciled  to  Friedridi,  590 ; 
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Hanbury  Williams's  account  of  her, 
521,  522 ;  takes  possession  of  East- 
Preussen,  y.  272,  274  ;  fixed  enmity 
to  Friedrich,  891,  892  ;  signs  peace- 
proposals,  which  end  in  nothing, 
vi.  169 ;  her  death,  258 ;  makes 
her  nephew  Peter  heir,  256  ;  Cathe- 
rine's respect  for  her,  259;  lying 
in  state,  272 ;  funeral,  278. 

Elizabeth  Famese,  Queen  of  Spain,  i. 
499 ;  her  quarrel  with  Karl  VI., 
549,  558,  568;  u.  57;  the  little 
Spanish  Infanta  sent  back  from 
France,  i.  564  ;  Siege  of  Gibraltar, 
ii.  8,  48  n. ;  league  with  France, 
489 ;  West-Indian  procedures,  646. 

Elizabeth  Frederike  Sophie  marries  the 
Duke  of  Wurtemberg,  It.  286  ;  finds 
it  impossible  to  live  with  him,  287  ; 
visits  Voltaire  at  Femey,  v.  615-618; 
beautiful  and  unfortunate,  vi.  519.; 

Elizabeth,  first  wife  of  Crown-Prinoe 
of  Prussia,  chastises  a  custom-house 
officer,  vi.  876 ;  her  marriage  and 
divorce,  876-880. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  of  England,  i.  258. 

Elizabeth,  Saint,  i.  119,  122. 

Elizabeth,  Wife  of  Joachim  I.,  I  269 ; 
Protestantism,  and  escape  to  Lich- 
tenberg,  272  ;  visits  Luther,  278. 

Elizabeth.     See  Termagant  of  Spain. 

EUer,  Dr.,  ii.  684  ;  iii.  718  ;  v.  68. 

Elliott,  at  Emsdorf,  vi.  42. 

Elliott,  Excellency  Hugh,  at  Berlin, 
551  ;  letter  about  Friedrich,  558 ; 
commits  a  surprising  piece  of  bur- 
glary, 557-559 ;  few  men  with  less 
appetite  for  such  a  job,  560,  561. 

Elphinstone,  Captain,  in  the  Russian- 
Turk  War,  vi.  462 ;  takes  his  tea 
in  the  Dardanelles,  and  throws  up 
his  command,  463. 

Eisner's  preaching,  iv,  109. 

Elton,  Mr.,  builds  ships  for  Nadir 
Shah,  iv.  812,  313. 

Ely  Cathedra],  i.  75. 

Emanuel,  Prince  of  Portugal,  ii.  481. 
/      Emilie.    See  Madame  du  Ch&telet. 

Emsdorf,  Fight  of,  vi.  42. 

Endorf,  Johann  von,  i.  158. 

English  Volunteers  at  the  Siege  of 
JiUich,  i.  818 ;  English  treatment 
of  the  great  Marlborough,  871, 545  ; 
how  England  got  drilled  into  hu- 
man order,  415;  England  and^ 
George  L,  528;  ii  11;  first  tri- 
umph of  the  *  Constitutional  Prin- 
ciple,' i.  632 ;  ii.  12 ;  English  self- 
complacence,  i.  536;  Parliaments, 
610,  612;  ii.  160;  an  English 
change  of  Ministry,  142 ;  English 


influence  on  Voltaire,  585 ;  English 
ihick-skin  penetrated,  647,  674 ; 
merits  of  the  English- Spanish  War, 
iii.  119,  280,  830,  385,  891 ;  English 
Army  and  English  Navy,  120 ;  Eng- 
lish share  in  the  Austrian-Succes- 
sion  War,832,  409 ;  English  Parlia- 
ment  under  Walpole,  373 ;  real 
cause  of  the  War  with  Spain,  377  ; 
English  toughness,  388,  674,  679  ; 
tragic  stupidity,  890 ;  what  became 
of  the  Spanish  War,  391,  406,  409 ; 
a  disciplined  England,  407 ;  Eng- 
land with  a  George  II.  for  CTiief 
Captain,  483,  723;  "Perfidious 
Albion,"  620,  687  ;  English  indig- 
nation against  Friedrich,  iv.  18, 
467 ;  their  dull  fire  of  deliriums, 
40 ;  their  mad  method  of  fighting, 
122  ;  quarrel  with  Spain,  277  ;  Pri- 
vateer controversy  with  Friedrich, 
868,  464-468  ;  freedom  of  the  Ocean 
Highway,  471 ;  no  preparation  for 
war,  514,  628-530;  Prussian-Eng- 
lish Neutrality  Convention,  518, 
619  ;  relation  to  Hanover,  622, 523  ; 
French- English  war,  628  ;  English 
Treaties  with  Prussia,  v.  8,  9  ;  Go- 

*  vemment  imbecility,  68  ;  hour  of 
tide  for  England,  65,  ()6 ;  joy  at 
news  of  Rossbach  and  Leuthen, 
213, 265-7 ;  four  subsidies,  278-280  ; 
enthusiasm  about  Friedrich,  280, 
281 ;  troops  to  join  Ferdinand,  883  ; 
National  Debt,  396  ;  French  inva- 
sion preparing,  436 ;  damaged  by 
Rodney  at  Havre,  437 ;  by  Bos- 
cawen,  off  Cadiz,  508-510  ;  capture 
of  Quebec,  555,  557 ;  America  to 
be  English  and  not  French,  560 ; 
England  lucky  to  have  a  King, 
though  a  temporary,  in  Pitt,  561  ; 
victory  in  India,  563 ;  Conflans's 
fleet  and  the  French  Invasion- 
scheme  utterly  spoiled  by  Hawke, 
689-594 ;  English  soldiers  under 
Duke  Ferdinand,  vi.  202-204  ;  love 
for  their  horses,  202 ;  war  with 
Spain,  and  its  results,  239-244, 
316  ;  liberty  of  the  seas  ;  English 
America,  universal  uproar  of  "  Un- 
exampled Prosperities,"  333,  834 ; 
the  Constitutional  system,  556. 

Epaminondas,  v.  244. 

Ephraim  the  Berlin  Jew,  iv.  848,  844, 
848 ;  coins  base  money  for  Fried- 
rich, V.  400,  401 ;  vi.  95,  145. 

Epic  Poems,  i.  21. 

Erasmus  Reinhold,  i.  264. 

Erfurt,  i.  120;  entered  by  General 
Oldenburg,  v.  61. 
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Erfurth,  Menzers  brother-in-law,  iv. 
486,  487. 

Erlach,  Major-General,  yi.  666,  668. 

Erlangen,  i.  107  ;  ii.  420. 

Erinan,  cited,  i.  37  n.,  51  n.,  352  n.; 
iv.  432  n. 

Ernest  the  Pious,  t.  155. 

Ernesti,  Professor,  vi.  149. 

Enist  August  See  Bishop  of  Osna- 
briick. 

Ernst,  Elector,  i.  32,  68,  94. 

ErnBt  Ludwig  of  Darmstadt,  ii.  250 ; 
addicted  to  *  ivory-turning,'  251. 

Ertliom,  Van,  of  Embden,  v.  282; 
complaint  to  Friedrich  against  him, 
283. 

Espagnac,  Biographer  of  Comte  de 
8axe,  &c.,  cited,  ii.  37  n. ;  iii.  461  n. ; 
iv.  10  n. 

Eif^n,  General  Von,  vi.  431. 

EHsex,  Earl  of,  iv.  296  n. 

Esterhazy,  Prince,  at  Presburg,  iii. 
427  ;  in  Berlin,  vi.  94. 

Estoc,  L',  returns  from  Siberia,  vi.  269. 

E;4 trees,  d*,  Mar^chal,  invades  Prussia, 
V.  6 ;  something  of  a  soldier,  62, 
115;  battle  of  Hastenbeck,  127- 
1 29  ;  superseded  by  Richelieu,  134, 
149 ;  profligate  condition  of  his 
army,  216 ;  with  Soubise  in  his 
final  Campaign,  vi.  298  ;  Cannon- 
ade of  Amoneburg,  312,  313. 

Ettlingen,  Lines  of,  ii.  501. 

Eugene,  Prince,  i.  30,  368,  896;  ii. 
453, 457 ;  a  bright  little  soul,  grow- 
ing very  old  and  snuffy,  i.  554  ;  his 
crowning  feat,  ii.  249  n. ;  receives 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  439,  442  ;  his 
Rhine  Campaign,  495,  503,  519, 
629  :  Friedrich 's  respect  for  him, 
vi.  652. 

Euler,  iii.  28 ;  Curator  of  the  Berlin 
Academy,  iv.  426. 

Evan;j:elical  Union,  i.  308,  314,  327, 
330 ;  ii.  409. 

Evermnann,  ii.  310. 

Exilles,  Chevalier  Belleisle  perishes  at, 
iv.  268. 

Eylert,  cited,  vi.  642  n. 

Fabrice,  ii.  10, 14,  588. 

Fact,  inexorable  nature  of,  i.  18,  517  ; 

ii.   283 ;   the  one    asbestos  which 

survives  all  fire,  i.  20  ;  ii.  457.*   See 

Reality. 
Falsehood,  living  under,  i.  264. 
Fasch,   Musician,  with  the  King  at 

Leipzig,  vi.  148. 
Fassraann,  i.  579,  627 ;  ii.  34  n.,  63, 

69,   106,   177,   338,   418;    cited,  i. 

422  n. ;  ii  34  n. ;  iii.  63. 


Favart,  M.,  Saxe's  Thfeatre-Ditector; 
and  his  Wife,  iv.  281,  282. 

Fawkener,  Sir  Edward,  ii.  587. 

Feder,  cited,  ii.  78  n. 

Fehrbellin,  Battle  of,  i.  353. 

F6nelon,  iii.  405,  462. 

Ferbers,  Hof rath,  iv.  485. 

Ferdinand,  Duke,  Prince  of  Brans- 
wick,  ii.  381,  639  ;  iii.  603,  713  ;  at 
Nahorzan,  iv.  157  ;  Sohr.  184  :  col- 
lecting his  troops  at  Halle  ;  letters 
from  the  King,  544-546 ;  at  Leip- 
zig, 549 ;  Cotta,  652 ;  on  the  Bo- 
hemian frontier,  563,  o6d :  men- 
tioned also,  149,  197,  364,  535  :  at 
Prag,  V.  42,  43,  103;  in  retreat 
104,  107;  with  the  King,  129; 
march  to  Erfurt,  146;  to  Magde- 
burg, 160;  to  be  General  of  Bri- 
tannic Army,  187,  188  ;  Bossbach, 
189,  193;  gets  his  Britannic  Com- 
mission, 212  ;  vigorous  speed  upon 
the  French,  213, 215  ;  every  feather 
of  them  over  the  Rhine,  285  ;  con- 
gratulations from  Friedrich,  287 ; 
across  the  Rhine,  after  the  French, 
298;  beats  Clermont  at  Crefeld, 
311;  re-croases  the  Rhine,  3SS; 
sends  a  detachment  to  clear  Erfart, 
405  ;  battle  of  Bergen  ;  cannot  get 
Frankfurt,  408-410;  recommends 
Guichard  to  Friedrich,  421  ;  batUe 
of  Minden,  and  defeat  of  Contades, 
445-454 ;  sends  the  Hereditary 
Prince  with  12,000  to  aid  Fried- 
rich,  681 ;  A'ery  busy  on  the  French, 
683;  has  a  difficult  Campaign 
against  Broglio*s  superior  force=, 
vi.  41-45  ;  Korbach,  41 ;  Emsdorf, 
42;  Warburg,  43;  Kloster  Kam- 
pen,  136-139  ;  successfully  defends 
Hanover,  140  ;  determines  to  have 
a  sudden  stroke  at  Broglio,  161 : 
Langensalza,  Cassel,  163 ;  defeats 
Broglio  at  Vellinghausen,  196-201 ; 
difficulties  with  his  English  troops, 
202-204 ;  beats  Soubise  at  Wil- 
hehnsthal,  297,  298;  drives  the 
French  from  their  strongholds,  312 ; 
Cannonade  of  Amoneburg,  and 
end  of  the  war,  312-315 ;  risits 
Westphalia  with  Friedrich,  3o7; 
estranged  from  Potsdam,  537. 

Ferdinand  I.,  Kaiser,  Settlement  by, 
iii.  345. 

Ferdinand  II.,  Kaiser,  i.  312  n.,  327 ; 
high-handed  proceedings  against 
the  Protestants,  829  ;  all  Europe  to 
be  converted  to  Orthodoxy,  333; 
his  Restitution-Edict,  336 ;  seises 
Jagemdorf,  341. 
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Ferdinand  III.,  Kaiser,  i.  812  n. 

Ferdinand  VI.  of  Spain,  iv.  278 ;  v.  622. 

Ferdinand  King  of  the  Romans,  i.  283. 

Ferdinand,  Prince,  of  Prussia,  iii.  738 ; 
iv.  286,  419 ;  v.  76 ;  at  Leuthen, 
254 ;  Breslau,  268  ;  ill  at  Berlin, 
539,  540,  642 ;  at  Berlin,  vi.  40 : 
mentioned  also,  879. 

Fermor  succeeds  Apraxin,  and  takes 
possession  of  East  Preussen,  v.  272 ; 
wending  towards  Brandenburg, 
298;  at  Konitz,  310;  Posen,  312; 
redhot  savagery  on  Ctistrin,  316, 
321 ;  cannot  get  Ciistrin  Castle, 
322  ;  prepares  hastily  for  Prussian 
attack,  327;  battle  of  Zomdorf, 
328-341 ;  retires  towards  Konigs- 
berg,  341, 342  ;  again  invades  Prus- 
sia, under  Soltikof ,  426  ;  succeeds 
Soltikof,  and  marches  on  Berlin, 
vi.  88 ;  with  Bomanzow  at  Col- 
berg,  211. 

Ferrand,  cited,  vi.  893  n. 

Festititz  and  his  Tolpatches,  iii.  629, 
641,  643. 

Fiction  akin  to  Lying,  i.  22,  618. 

Fienne,  Madame  de,  of  Strasburg,  iii. 
70. 

Filibusters,  iii.  378. 

Finch,  Minister  at  Petersburg,  iii.  417. 

Finck,  General,  v.  132  ;  left  in  charge 
of  Saxony,  177,  376,  378 ;  attack- 
ing the  Austrian  Magazines,  411, 
412  ;  with  Prince  Henri  at  Bautzen, 
430 ;  vanguard  at  Kunersdorf,  462- 
465,  471,  473,  477  ;  the  King  hands 
over  command  of  the  Army  to  him, 
484 ;  resumes  it,  490 ;  sent  into 
Saxony,  508 ;  indignation  at  the 
loss  of  Dresden,  528 ;  ordered  by 
the  King  to  plant  himself  in  Maxen, 
667 ;  expostulates  in  vain,  568 ; 
sees  his  enemies  gathering  round 
him,  570 ;  such  a  sphinx-riddle  as 
soldier  seldom  had,  671 ;  deter- 
mines to  remain,  hoping  Friedrich 
may  do  something,  572 ;  arranges 
himself  with  his  utmost  skill.  573  ; 
total  defeat,  and  absolute  surrender, 
675  ;  tried  by  court-martial,  578. 

Finckenstcin,  Colonel,  iii.  27,  130 ;  his 
death,  318. 

Finckenstein,  Count  Finck  von,  Fried- 
rich's  Head-Tutor,  i.  444, 463  ;  mes- 
sage to  the  Queen,  ii.  119,  126  ;  his 
Wife,  i.  260. 

Finckenstein,  Minister,  Friedrich's  Se- 
cret Instructions  to,  iv.  612-614 ; 
letters  from  Friedrich  to,  v.  144, 
456, 484  ;  vi.  262 ;  in  the  Bavarian 
business,  586,  594. 


Finlater,  Countess  of,  vi.  640  n. 

Firmian,  Count,  and  the  Salzburg 
Protestants,  ii.  412. 

Firmian,  Archbishop,  iv.  79. 

Fischer,  cited,  i.  126  n. ;  vi.  573  n. 

Fischer,  Hussar,  at  Sangerhausen,  v. 
220. 

Fischer,  Johann  David,  of  Landshut, 
iii.  492,  496. 

Fischhausen,  ii.  321. 

Fitz-James,  Cardinal  Grand-Almoner, 
iii.  745. 

Flenmiing,  Countess,  iv.  229. 

Flemming,  Fieldmarshal,  ii.  20,  22. 

Fleury,  Cardinal,  i.  566,  568  ;  ii.  5,  57, 
66,  327,  889,  482,  488,  548  ;  thinks 
Voltaire  might  find  out  Friedrich's 
secret,  iii.  146, 635  ;  obliged  to  yield 
to  Belleisle's  war-schemes,  248, 424  ; 
bad  faith  with  King  Friedrich, 
680 ;  sends  Maillebois  to  relief  of 
Prag,  624 ;  letter  from  Voltaire, 
636,  638. 

Fontenoy,  Battle  of,  iii.  333 ;  iv.  112, 
124. 

Forbes,  General,  at  Pitteburg,  v.  382. 

Forcade,  General,  at  Zomdorf,  v.  386, 
887 ;  takes  the  place  of  Prince 
Henri  in  Silesia,  vi.  80. 

Formey,  ii.  568,  573  ;  iii.  18,  732  ;  ac- 
count of  Voltaire,  iv.  827,  351,  360; 
of  Maupertuis's  quarrel  with  K6- 
nig,  829  ;  his  own  share  in  it,  424, 
426-428  ;  letter  from  Voltaire  to,  v. 
615,  395  n. ;  letters  from  Lefebvre 
to,  vi.  438-440  ;  honoured  by  Queen 
Ulrique,  508  ;  cited,  ii.  572  n. ;  iv. 
327  n.;  vi.  440n. 

Forster,  ii.  650  n. ;  cited,  i,  26  n. ;  ii. 
650  n.:  iii.  42  n. 

Fortsch,  Dr.,  iv.  307. 

Fos,  Mamsell,  of  Dessau,  i.  393. 

Fouquet,  Intendant,  Belleisle's  Grand- 
father, iii.  243. 

Fouquet  with  Friedrich  at  Ciistrin, 
ii.  284;  at  Reinsberg,  604;  his 
march  from  Fulnek,  iii.  552  n.; 
at  Glatz,  iv.  167,  188  ;  at  battle  of 
Prag,  V.  49 ;  with  the  Prince  of 
Prussia,  121 ;  Glatz,  290  ;  Olmiitz, 
294;  Leutomischl ;  extremely  strict, 
almost  pedantic  man,  308 ;  with 
Margrof  Karl  guarding  Silesia,  315, 
846  ;  Friedrich's  kindly  thought  of 
him,  396,  551 ;  at  Leobschiitz.  411, 
414 ;  at  Landshut,  423,  424,  532 ; 
truce  with  Loudon,  653 ;  fortifies 
himself  firmly  about  Landshut, 
683 ;  with  Prince  Henri,  defends 
Silesia  against  the  Russians,  vi.  6, 
7 ;    outmanoeuvred    by    Loudon ; 
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deeply  hurt  by  Friediich*8  reproof; 
speech  to  his  Generals,  8,  9  ;  cata- 
strophe at  Landahut,  18-15 ;  his 
death,  549. 

Fourth  Estate,  iii.  874. 

Fowler,  John,  Esq.,  cited,  v.  284  n. 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  iv.  296;  v. 
C3,  71. 

France.    See  French. 

Fran9ois  I.,  iii.  388  ;  iv.  584, 

Franke,  Archidiaconus,  ii  422. 

Franke,  August  Hermann,  founder  of 
the  '  Pietists,'  u.  18. 

Frankfurt-on-Mayn,  ii.  252  ;  union  of, 
iii.  727  ;  iv.  13,  71,  81 ;  what  Fried- 
rich  got  by  it,  39,  68 ;  seized  by 
the  French,  v,  408-405. 

Frankfurt-on-Oder,  in  posaession  of 
the  Russians,  v.  457-461,  471 ;  the 
environs,  465-468. 

Franklin,  Itenjamin,  iv.  480 ;  vi.  557. 

Fran<iuini  tries  to  capture  Vaiori,  iv. 
172,  176. 

Franz,  Grand  Duke,  his  prospects  of 
Kaiser»hip,  iii.  352,  360;  a  good- 
t4.>mj)ered,  well-conditioned  Duke, 
434,  645;  Hungarian  Diet,  474; 
joins  Neipperg  at  Frating,  503; 
marches  towards  Prag,  506,  510 ; 
joins  the  main  Army  at  Ednigsaal, 
616 ;  with  Traun  in  the  Rhine 
countries,  iv.  160;  elected  Kai- 
Her,  169 ;  opposes  the  Austrian- 
French  alliance,  523  ;  deals  largely 
in  stores,  524 ;  foi-ging  Beich 
thunder  against  FrieSrich,  606 ; 
a  solid,  pacific  gentleman,  v.  9 ; 
official  violence  against  Friedrich, 
9,  12,  24;  ad>ise8  Prince  Karl's 
dismissal,  263 ;  his  sudden  death, 
vi.  3H7,  388 :  mentioned  also,  iii. 
133,  135,  245,  327  ;  iv.  106. 

Franz  Josias  of  Coburg,  ii.  216. 

Franz  of  Brunswick,  killed  at  Hoch- 
kirch,  V.  866. 

Franz  of  Dessau,  v.  90,  92. 

Frederick,  Prince,  of  England,  i.  527, 
572 ;  iL  515  ;  intended  visit  to  Ber- 
lin, 31 ;  arrival  in  England,  67 ; 
letters  from,  148 ;  Queen  of  Prus- 
sia's opinion  of,  315  ;  strange  treat- 
ment of  his  young  Wife,  618  ;  his 
death,  iv.  363  ;  his  epitaph,  364  : 
mentioned  also,  v.  70. 

Frederika  Louisa  of  Anspach,  iii.  61. 

Frederika  Louisa  of  Prussia,  L  541 ; 
demanded  in  marriage,  ii.  69 ;  mar- 
ried to  the  Margraf  of  Anapach, 
105 ;  visited  by  her  Father  and 
Brother,  222;  visits  Wilhelmina, 
449,  450  ;  iii.  61. 


Frederika  Luisa  of  Hessen-Dam^udt 
marries  Prince  of  Prusaia,  vi.  379. 

Frederickshall,  Charles  XIL  killed  at 
i.  488. 

Frederedorf,  M.,  iL  670 ;  iiL  59,  130, 
299,  238 ;  iv.  486 ;  his  share  in  the 
Voltaire  arrest,  444-449. 

Free  Corps,  Prussian,  v.  60. 

Freedom  of  the  Press,  ilL  19. 

Freemasonry,  ii.  685. 

Free-Trade,  iv.  870  ;  Litany,  vL  851. 

Free  World,  a,  iii.  634. 

French : — Revolution,  L  8 ;  grand  uni- 
versal Suicide  of  a  despicable  Cen- 
tury, 11 ;  what  is  to  follow  it,  19  : 
French  Protestantism,  266 ;  French 
Cooks,  418 ;  Fashions,  420 ;  Froich 
Protestants  of  Erlangen,  iL  421; 
War  with  Karl  TL,  488  ;  Camp  at 
Philipsburg,  527;  France,  the  top 
of  the  Universe,  iiL  248;  urges 
Sweden  to  War,  259,  460 ;  origi- 
nates the  Austrian-Succession  War, 
835 ;  many  wars  kindled  on  poor 
Teutschland,  839 ;  eva^on  of  I^ag- 
matic  Sanction,  341 ;  ushering  in  a 
French  Revolution,  842;  French  Am- 
bition versus  the  stingy  Fact,  357, 
408,  460,  498,  644  ;  niin  of  German 
Enterprise,  682 ;  French  Army  in  tlie 
Netherlands,  iv.  8,  249;  at  Stock- 
stadt,  6;  inuninent  penl  of,  11; 
Friedrich  decides  to  intervene,  11 ; 
little  grateful  for  their  deliveFance, 
85  ;  magnanimous  promises  ending 
in  nothing,  49, 70-78,  78  ;  not  eren 
money  payment,  161;  pique  againai 
him,  209;  invade  Holland,  266;  Firrt 
Nation  of  the  Universe,  279,  280 ; 
an  Army  of  extreme  dissoluteness 
and  levi^,  281-284 ;  of  two  French- 
men in  a  Foreign  Court,  one  must 
die,  876 ;  French  claims  to  North 
America,  472-477-488 ;  French- 
English  War,  528;  France  joins 
Austria  and  the  Beich,  606,  607; 
France  intrigues  with  Sweden 
against  Friedrich,  v.  3 ;  share  of 
the  expected  plunder,  4 ;  tiie  first 
m  the  field,  6 ;  ''  L'Aim^  de  la 
Dauphine,"  115,  148 ;  intent  to  de- 
liver Saxony,  143,  145 ;  at  Ootha, 
157 ;  ventures  forward  on  hearing 
of  the  Haddick  Invasion,  186  :  re- 
treats at  sound  of  Friedrich,  189 ; 
puffed  up  with  vanity,  190  ;  Ro^- 
bach,  194;  exultant  spirits,  199; 
never  was  army  better  beaten,  204, 
207;  rapacity  and  profligate  in- 
subordination, 216-228;  France 
will  not  have  peace,  271 ;  incied- 
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ible  pains  with  the  Swedes,  275 ; 
financial  difficulties,  385 ;  getting 
weary  of  the  war,  391 ;  joy  over 
the  battle  of  Bergen,  409 ;  invasion 
of  England,  436;  liat-bottomed 
fleet  destroyed  at  Havre,  437 ;  Tou- 
lon fleet  chased  and  ruined,  508- 
510 ;  Conflans's  fleet  and  the  grand 
Invasion-scheme  entirely  wrecked, 
589-694 ;  temporary  bankruptcy, 
and  melting  of  the  national  spoons, 
594, 59o  ;  French  exactions  on  Ger- 
many, vi.  1()8  ;  preparation  for  tibe 
C^eral  Overturn,  171;  anxious  for 
peace.  234,  32G,  328  ;  results  of  the 
war,  334,  335  ;  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, Part  Third  of  World-History, 
839,  340;  Kaiser  Joseph's  visit,  and 
opinion  of  French  society.  562,  563. 

Fr6ron,  ii.  591 ;  iv.  326,  358,  360. 

Freybcrg,  Battle  of,  vi.  317. 

Freyburg.  Siege  of,  iv.  36,  70. 

Freytag,  Baron,  and  the  Silesian  ques- 
tion, i.  364  ;  arrest  of  Voltaire,  iv. 
444-454. 

Freytag's,  Dr.,  account  of  West  Fkeus- 
sen,  vi.  487. 

Friedel,  Kammergericht  Bath,  vi  618, 
619. 

Friedland,  Friedrich  at,  ill.  296. 

Friedrich  August,  of  Saxony,  left  un- 
der the  guardianship  of  his  Mother, 
vi.  886 ;  lived  to  see  strange  things 
in  the  world,  397. 

Friedrich  Christian,  Kurprinz  of  Sax- 
ony, in  Dresden,  during  siege  of,  v. 
513;  negotiates  peace,  vi.  328 ;  King 
Friedrich  dines  with  him  at  Moritz- 
burg,  335 ;  death,  386, 396 ;  Elector 
for  little  more  than  two  months,  397. 

Friedrich  Eugen  of  Wiirtembezg.  See 
Wiirtemberg. 

Friedrich  L,  King,  and  his  Grand- 
children, i.  2^  ;  rather  *  an  expen- 
sive Herr,'  50 ;  the  first  King  of 
Prussia.  52 ;  his  back  injured  in  in- 
fancy, 53,  868 ;  quarrels  with  his 
Stepmother,  54 ;  how  he  oame  by 
his  '  Kingship,'  57 ;  his  sublime 
Coronation,  60  ;  his  Father's  death, 
362 ;  how  Austria  swindled  him 
out  of  Schwiebus,  364 ;  his  true 
Hohenzollem  character,  367 ;  dos- 
ing days,  371 ;  his  third  marriage, 
374  ;  death,  376,  401. 

Friedrich  IV.  of  Deimiark,  L  427. 

Friedrich  IV.,  Duke  of  Holstein-Got- 
torp  and  sichleswig,  vi.  255. 

Friedrich,  King  of  Bohemia,  Winter- 
konig,  i.  183,  320,  822,  325;  ex- 
King,  326, 328. 


Friedrich,"  Landgraf  of  Heswn,  iii. 
529. 

Friedrich,  Madame,  of  Seidlitz,  vi. 
830. 

Friedrich,  Margraf  of  Schwedt,  iii.  313. 

Friedrich  of  Baireuth,  iL  129, 219, 308  ^ 
arrives  at  Berlin,  318  ;  introduced 
to  Wilhelmina,  314  ;  an  honourable 
and  eligible  young  Prince,  315 ; 
betrothal,  316 ;  a  narrow  escape, 
357;  marries  Wilhelmina,  361; 
full  of  honest  sunshine  towards  her, 
466,  508  ;  at  the  Bhine  Campaign, 
524. 

Friedrich  of  Meissen,  Hochmeister,  1. 
245,246. 

Friedrich,  Prince,  and  his  Hessians, 
iv.  89 ;  at  Yilshofen,  95 ;  Edin- 
burgh 96. 

Friedrich  the  Fair,  Duke  of  Austria, 
L150. 

Friedrich  IT.,  Kaiser,  i.  120,  128. 

Friedrich  III.,  Kaiser,  i.  307. 

Friedrich  II.,  Hohenzollem  Kurfurst, 
recovers  Neumark  from  the  Teutsch 
Bitters,  L  208, 212 ;  his  Pomeranian 
war,  208.  212. 

Friedrich  III.,  Burggraf  of  Niimberg, 
1.  125 ;  troubles  with  the  Niim- 
bergers,  126 ;  Burggraviate  made 
hereditary,  127 ;  Kaiser  Budolf  s 
friend  and  helper,  130, 133. 

Friedrich  IV.,  i.  147, 156 ;  aids  Kaiser 
Ludwig,  150. 

Friedrich  V.,  L  175;  his  Daughter, 
178. 

Friedrich  VL,  i.  156,  175,  176,  179; 
helps  Sigismund,  185  ;  buys  Bran- 
denburg, 188 ;  Noble  Bobber-lords 
brought  to  reason,  195 ;  Heavy 
Peg,  197 ;  taproot  of  the  Prussian 
Nation,  199. 

Friedrichfelde,  ii.  331.    See  Carzig. 

Friedrich  IL,  sauntering  on  the  ter- 
races of  Sans-Souci,  L  8  ;  physio- 
gnomic traits,  4 ;  human  interest 
in  what  he  did,  5  ;  the  Last  of  tiie 
Kings,  8, 20 ;  English  prepossessions 
about  him,  15 ;  by  no  means  a 
perfect  demigod,  yet  a  true  man 
and  King,  17,  27.  Joy  at  his  birth, 
25 ;  his  christening,  28  ;  his  ances- 
tors, 200,  335,  361.  Not  a  skilful 
gambler  and  worshipper  of  Beelze- 
bub, 203 ;  recovery  of  Jagemdorf , 
841 ;  interest  in  jiilich,  348  ;  open- 
ing the  Great  Kurfiirst's  coffin,  361. 
Infancy,  372,  378,  884;  French 
educational  element,  384;  il  7; 
one  of  the  prettiest  vividest  little 
boys,  i  885 ;  his  affectionate  dis- 
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position,  387.  388,  463,  483,  608; 
bad  spelling.  380,  503,  519;  Ger- 
man element.  389, 391 ;  his  Father's 
Spartan  discipline.  399,  520,  576 ; 
ii.  6 ;  one  of  his  first  impressions 
of  war.  i.  42G  ;  his  Tutors,  444, 462, 
502;  Portraits  of  him,  445;  the 
commonly-received  Portrait,  448 ; 
his  education,  464.  502,  617  ;  ii.  6  ; 
his  Father's  notions  about  it,  i.  466 ; 
miniature  Soldiering,  468  ;  his  Ck)u- 
sins,  481 ;  love  for  his  Sister  Wil- 
helmina,  483 ;  at  the  Roucoullcs 
Soiree,  483 ;  troubles  preparing 
from  afar,  500, 573 ;  his  contraband 
Latin  lessons,  504 ;  French  fa- 
shions ;  his  bright  locks  to  be  ruth- 
lessly shorn  away,  506  ;  his  Theo- 
lojfical  drill-sergeants,  607  ;  divul- 
sion,  fearfully  widening,  between 
Father  and  Son,  512 ;  ii.  45 ;  George 
I.  pleased  with  him,  i.  535 ;  goes 
into  the  Potsdam  Guards,  575 ; 
surrounded  by  intrigues  and  trea- 
chery, 588  ;  unwillingly  at  the  To- 
bacco-Parliament, 614 ;  ii.  6. 
Friedrich  II.,  vol.  ii.,  his  life  heavy  at 
Pot^am,  5  ;  his  books,  7 ;  visit  to 
King  August  at  Dresden,  22 ;  dis- 
solute seductions,  24,  38 ;  poor 
Fritz  fallen  into  the  wake  of 
Beelzebub,  27,  346 ;  miserable 
health,  29,  33 ;  his  soul  tragically 
dinmied  for  the  remainder  of  life, 
29 ;  pleased  with  Mar6chal  de  Saxe, 
37 ;  writes  to  Queen  Caroline,  un- 
known to  his  Father,  44,  122  ;  let- 
ter to  his  Father,  and  angry  reply, 
46 ;  his  Father's  ill-treatment,  50, 
51,  01.  71,  87 ;  thoughts  of  flight, 
91,  114,  133,  140;  his  regiment  on 
the  march.  97 ;  his  Father  surprises 
him  at  unlawful  amusements,  108  ; 
publicly  beaten  by  his  Father,  113, 
188,  208 ;  makes  a  companion  of 
Katte,  115,  206;  his  debts,  133, 
473 ;  off  to  Dresden,  140 ;  Father 
will  not  agree  to  his  marriage,  150 ; 
Hotham's  testimony  of  him,  164 ; 
letter  to  Hotham,  174 ;  at  King 
August's  Camp  of  Radewita,  180, 
184,  188,  193;  attempted  flight, 
189 ;  rumour  of  marriage  with 
Maria  Theresa,  191 ;  England  will 
not  sanction  flight,  198 ;  letter  to 
Hotham,  205  ;  will  fly,  in  spite  of 
all,  206,  209,  223  ;  Journey  to  the 
Reich,  210;  arrangements  for  flight, 
224,  236,  243 ;  more  ill-usage,  225, 
228  ;  flight  prevented,  226  ;  pater- 
nal taunts,  251;  a  detected  prisoner, 


252, 254 ;  chastised  like  a  dog,  353 ; 
oonfesses  nothing,  and  narrowly 
escapes  his  Father's  sword,  263; 
an  arrested  Deserter,  264,  267 ;  a 
prisoner  at  Mittenwalde ;  interro- 
gated and  threatened  by  Gnunkow, 
272 ;  rigorous  confinement  at  Cua- 
trin,  273,  282 ;  his  notion  of  Pre- 
destination, 278,  337;  to  be  tried 
by  Court-Martial,  282;  a  lucid 
human  judgment  in  him,  283 ;  se@ 
poor  Katte  led  to  execution,  289 ; 
crushed  down  by  sorrow  and  des- 
pair, 295 ;  Chaplain  Muller's  fa- 
vourable testimony,  296,  301 ;  con- 
demned to  death.  300 ;  to  repent, 
and  not  perish,  301 ;  takes  an  oath 
of  repentance  and  prostrate  sub- 
mission, 302,  308;  letter  to  his 
Father ;  begins  gradually  a  new  ca- 
reer, 304  ;  corresponds  with  Grum- 
kow,  806,  883,  391,  392,  394,  430 ; 
among  ^e  Domain  Sciences  at 
Custrin,  329,  830 ;  efforts  to  regain 
favour,  332  ;  polite  cloak-of -dark- 
ness, 333 ;  visited  by  his  Father, 
834  ;  loyalty  to  fact,  338  ;  his  life 
at  Ciistrin,  as  reported  by  Schulen- 
burg,  342  ;  the  beautiful  Madam  de 
Wreech,  344,  349;  glimpses  of 
Friedrich's  habits,  351,  356;  re- 
turns to  Berlin  at  his  Sister-s  Wed- 
ding, 866  ;  a  much-changed  Crown- 
Prince,  367 ;  solitude  of  soul,  868 ; 
Colonel  of  the  Goltz  Regiment, 
370,  400,  401;  whom  shall  be 
marry  ?  373  ;  all  romance  too  kit- 
rowfuUy  swept  out  of  him,  374 : 
what  he  thought  of  his  destined 
Wife,  882,  891,  892,  897,  400,  448, 
466 ;  continued  love  for  Wilhel- 
mina,  389,  398;  899,  470,  607  ;  his 
Betrothal,  397  ;  /  Life  at  Ruppin, 
401 ;  anxiety  to  learn  what  seemed 
worth  learning;  military  studies, 
403;  love  for  his  rugged  Father, 
404,  668,  693  ;  spirit  of  frolic,  405, 
524 ;  letter  to  Captain  Hacke,  432 ; 
to  Seckendorf ,  433 ;  what  he  Uiought 
of  the  Kaiser,  447 ;  his  Marriage, 
465;  back  to  Ruppin,  472;  at 
Philipsburg ;  his  first  experience  of 
arms,  494,  618 ;  interest  in  the  war, 
499,  605 ;  a  difficult  meeting  with 
Wilhelmina,  606  ;  what  he  thought 
of  the  Rhine  Campaign,  521 ;  news 
of  his  Father's  ilhiess,  525,  631; 
visits  the  French  Camp,  527 ;  visits 
Wilhelmina  at  Baireuth,  and  talks 
of'  his  future  plans,  631 ;  in  his 
Father's  sick-room,  536;  sent  to 
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Preussen,  642,  644;  his  Father's 
growing  satisfaction  with  him,  645, 
682  ;  his  Apprenticeship  completed, 
654 ;  life  at  Reinsberg,  an  actual 
snatch  of  something  like  the  Idyllic, 
667,  604,  648,  GG3,  668;  love  of 
Music,  565 ;  choice  of  associates, 
671 ;  religious  doubts,  674  ;  literary 
correspondence,  676  ;  writes  to  Vol- 
taire, 578  ;  ardent  admiration,  695, 
697,661 ;  their  coiTespondence,  596, 
633 ;  correspondence  with  Suhm, 
606;  with  Manteufel,  607;  Dr. 
Zimmermann's  puddle  of  calmn- 
nies,  608  ;  a  visit  to  the  Prince  of 
Mirow,  609 ;  return  visits,  613 ; 
quality  of  his  Letters  to  his  Father, 
617;  visits  Loo  with  his  Father, 
631;  his  Anti'Macchiavel,  638, 
651 ;  becomes  a  Freemason,  685, 
639 ;  his  literar}'  achievements, 
648  ;  journey  to  Preussen  with  his 
Father,  657 ;  visit  of  Lord  Balti- 
more and  others,  663 ;  his  poor 
Father's  last  illness,  679,  684; 
long  private  dialogues  with  him, 
686;  his  Father's  death,  690, 
692  ;  Friedrich  is  King,  693. 
Friedrich  II.,  vol.  iii.,  his  Accession,  3 ; 
editorial  prophesies  about,  4;  old 
veracity  shining  through  the  giddy 
new  element,  5  ;  wishes  to  keep  well 
with  France  and  Hanover ;  a  cask 
of  wine  to  Voltaire,  7  ;  surrounded 
by  adventures  ;  a  new  knighthood  ; 
fine  free,  expressive  face,  8  ;  would 
make  men  happy,  9 ;  opens  the 
public  granaries,  10 ;  finds  employ- 
ment for  a  thousand- poor  old  wo- 
men, 11 ;  abolishes  the  use  of  tor- 
ture, 12 ;  will  build  up  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  13  ;  invites  Wolf, 
14 ;  and  Maupertuis,  16 ;  enjoins 
toleration  for  aU  Religions,  16 ; 
tries  Free  Press,  17  ;  his  activity 
wonderful,  20 ;  writes  many  letters, 
21 ;  increases  his  Army,  22 ;  con- 
duct to  old  companions ;  every  inch 
4  King,  22 ;  loves  men  of  merit, 
28 ;  affection  for  his  Mother,  29 ; 
filial  piety;  lessening  intimacy 
with  his  own  Queen,  31 ;  minimum 
of  change  in  his  Father's  methods 
on  men,  32  ;  what  he  will  grow  to, 
36  ;  his  Biographers,  38 ;  he  con- 
siders it  unnecessary  to  be  crowned, 
40;  accepts  Homages,  personally, 
in  three  places,  44  ;  interview  with 
Dickens,  60 ;  best  to  be  frank  with 
him,  61 ;  difficult  for  a  Diplomatist 
to  deal  with,  63 ;  invitations  to 


Voltaire,  66  ;  visits  Wilhelmina  at 
Baireuth,  58 ;  two  days  incognita 
at  Strasburg,  62  ;  arrives  at  W  esel, 
75 ;  ague,  81,  124,  129 ;  light  con- 
tempt for  the  Cleve  Monks  and 
their  Masses,  82  ;  Bcrg-Julich  pre- 
parations, 84,  123 ;  first  meeting 
with  Voltaire,  84  ;  takes  Herstal  in 
hand,  103  ;  a  long  account  to  settle 
with  Karl  VI.,  Ill  ;  returns  home 
without  seeing  George  II.,  114 ; 
means  to  do  his  work  like  a  King, 
123  ;  Wilhelmina's  account  of  him, 
125 ;    not  amiable  to  everj'body, 

127  ;  news  of  the  Kaiser's  death, 

128  ;  momentous  resolution  formed 
in  consequence,  140 ;  to  seize  Si- 
lesia, 142 ;  mysterious  preparations, 
144  ;  Voltaire  tries  to  discover  his 
secret,  147 ;  he  knows  his  own 
mind  clearly,  150 ;  candour  of  con- 
fession, 162 ;  piqued  with  the  Old 
Dessauer,  153 ;  audiences  at  Ber- 
lin ;  the  secret  out,  154 ;  Address 
to  his  Generals,  159  ;  away,  Frank- 
furt-ward, 160,  173 ;  crossing  the 
Rubicon,  176 ;  at  Crossen,  176 ; 
steps  into  Silesia,  176 ;  Griinberg, 
177  ;  Glogau  Church,  183  ;  Schloss 
of  Weichau,  186 ;  industriously  con- 
ciliatory, 187  ;  Milkau  ;  two  Mes- 
sengers from  Breslau  ;  a  wet  march, 
192  ;  Herrendorf ,  193  ;  before  Glo- 
gau, 195 ;  Proposals  at  Vienna, 
197  ;  refusal  with  mockery,  199 ; 
''la  Qlmre;'  202,  204,  263,  446, 
693 ;  to  Breslau,  208  ;  gains  pos- 
session, 210 ;  festivities,  214 ;  at 
Ottmachau,  223  ;  high  moods,  225 ; 
bombardment  of  Neisse,  230  ;  home 
to  Berlin  ;  a  life  of  labour  cut  out 
for  himself,  236 ;  quizzing  the 
Czarina,  255 ;  returns  to  Silesia, 
263  ;  tries  to  make  terms  with  Aus- 
tria, 264;  at  Schweidnitz,  266; 
narrow  escape  at  Baumgarten,  267 ; 
hears  of  project  for  partitioning 
Prussia,  277 ;  his  Life-element, 
280  ;  insists  that  Glogau  be  taken, 
282;  his  high  satisfaction,  286; 
takes  the  Field,  in  Jiigemdorf  coun- 
try', 289,  299  ;  Battle  of  MoUwitz, 
800;  slow  exactitude,  307,  321; 
seeming  ruin,  and  fiight  to  Oppeln, 
813,  322 ;  back  to  Mollwitz,  324  ; 
Austrians  totally  beaten,  327 ;  takes 
Brieg,  829  ;  Excellencies,  from  the 
four  winds,  take  wing  towards 
Friedrich,  332  ;  his  business  in  the 
Austrian- Succession  War,  336  ;  his 
account  with  Pragmatic  Sanction, 
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347;  visited  by  Belleisle,  859; 
siezes  Brieg,  361  ;  rests  on  his  oars, 
394 ;  recognises  Ziethea's  worth, 
396 ;  improves  his  Cavalry,  897 ; 
Camp  of  Strehlen,  411 ;  diplomatio 
veracity  and  skill,  415 ;  audience 
with  Hyndford,  417 ;  "  mendacity," 
419;  Treaty  with  France,  422; 
Valori's  diplomatic  note,  424  ;  will 
renounce  the  Berg-Jiilich  Contro- 
versy, 425 ;  misunderstands  the 
English,  429  ;  vividly  characteris- 
tic interview  with  Robinson  and 
Hyndford,  436 ;  practical  insight 
and  singular  human  facult}',  446, 
478 ;  cavalry  review  at  Str^en, 
450 ;  takes  the  field  again,  454  ; 
encamps  at  Gross  Neundorf,  455  ; 
refuses  to  treat  with  Austria,  464 ; 
secret  negotiations,  467 ;  ui^es  Karl 
Albert,  470  ;  questionable  diploma- 
cies, 477,  484 ;  meeting  at  Klein- 
SchneUendorf,  480;  secret  treaty 
with  Austria,  481 ;  sham-siege  of 
Neisse,  485 ;  homage  at  Brodau, 
488 ;  home  to  Berlin,  489 ;  secret 
treaty  divulged,  490,  506  ;  prompt 
action  thereupon,  513,515  ;  bound- 
ary stones  of  Silesia,  514 ;  visits 
Dresden  ;  urges  attack  on  Vienna, 
516;  off  for  Prague,  517;  deter- 
mined to  leave  Glatz,  518  ;  gives  a 
new  Dress  to  the  Virgin,  519 ;  at 
Olmiitz,  520 ;  disappointed  wiUi  his 
Moraxian  Expedition,  538 ;  urges 
the  taking  of  Iglau,  541 ;  cannot 
get  Briinn,  544 ;  gossipy  Letters, 
545  ;  trouble  with  &e  Saxons,  546 ; 
their  partnership  ended,  547;  re- 
sentment, 548 ;  getting  instructed 
by  the  stripes  of  experience,  549 ; 
in  full  march  out  of  Moravia,  549  ; 
at  Chrudim,  550 ;  Schwerin  piqued 
at  preference  shown  to  the  Old 
Deesauer,  552 ;  Synopsis  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Failure,  552,  553;  Winter 
Campaigns,  558 ;  reins  up  the  Old 
Dessauer,  555  ;  humours  Walrave, 
559 ;  preparations  for  meeting 
Prince  Earl,  560 ;  on  march  from 
Chrudim,  562  ;  takes  a  baking  of 
bread  from  the  Austrians,  564 ; 
Battle  of  Chotusitz,  567, 572  ;  sym- 
pathy for  General  Pallandt,  580 ; 
InterviewwithBelleisle,583;  Treaty 
of  peace  with  Austria,  584;  tri- 
umphant return  homewards,  587 ; 
hopes  for  a  general  peace,  591 ;  ve- 
racity of  intellect,  598;  life  at 
Beinsberg,  594  ;  begins  writing  his 
Memoirs,  595 ;  could  recognise  the 


lues  of  Beligion,  597  ;   opena  his 
Opens  599,   646,  718;   takes  ti^ 
waters  at  Aachen^   600 ;    a  Kid^ 
thoroughly  pncHcai,  601 ;  as^ir- 
ances  of  friendship  to  the  new  Kai- 
ser, 602  ;  watching  the  omens,  di>^, 
691 ;  receives  Voltaire  at  Aacht^tt. 
635,  638 ;  exertions  to  bring  al-j^ut 
peace,  668,  667 ;  his  patience  ex- 
hausted, 694 ,  695  ;  Aostria  to  take 
back   Silesia,  700;    receives  Tol- 
taire^s  fourth  visit,  701 ;  sees  whax 
he  has  come  about,  705 ;  cfaarac- 
teristio   "Marginalia,''  706,    710; 
visits  Baireuth,  710 ;  gets  notice  of 
the  Treaty  of  Worms,  724 ,-  pirepa- 
rations  for  War,  724,  730 ;  bkilfn: 
diplomacies,  726  ;  Union  of  Frank- 
furt,  727;    French    Treaty,    730; 
arts  and  business  of  PeM?e,  731  : 
grants  right  of  appeal  to  himself  in 
person,  782;  suggests  a  Wife  for 
the  Heir  of  Russia,  735 ;  on  good 
terms  with  the  Czarina,  736,  740 ; 
his  Sister*6  marriage,  736 ;  pirepa- 
rations  for  a  campaign,  741  ;  Part- 
ing Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wiirtem- 
berg,  747  ;  writes  a  qiiiairfng  Te^- 
monial  to  Pdllnitz,  748 ;  engages  the 
Barberina  for  his  Opera,  750 ;  takes 
possession  of  Ost-fViesland,  7d5. 
Friedrich  IL,  voL  iv.,  how  he  was  for- 
saken by  the  French,  3 ;  his  praise 
of  Prince  KarPs  Rhine  eampaign. 
9;    decides   to    invade    Bohemia, 
11;  marches  upon  Pm^,   16,  23; 
,  his  Manifesto,  17 ;  English  theory 
of  him,  18 ;  secret  article  of  treaty 
with  the  French,  18 ;   anxious  to 
keep  well  with  Saxony,  20;    in- 
terview with  the  Duke  of  Weis- 
senfels;  puts  military  probleni5  to 
himself  in  all  manner  of  seenen-, 
23 ;  in  haste  to  get  hold  of  Pra^, 
24;  indifference  to  personal  dan- 
ger, 26 ;  captures  Prag,  27 ;  admits 
he  did   not   understand    War  at 
this  period,  28;  dreads  public  opi- 
nion   in   France   too   muchy   29; 
marches,  amid  difficultiea,  towvds 
Austria,  80;  shut  out  from  all  news 
by  Pandour  swarms,  34;  heaia  that 
the  French  have  left  him  to  hiA  £ste, 
and  that  Prince  Earl  is  close  upon 
him,  42;  tries  to  have  battle  with 
Prince  Karl,  42;  oat-manoeuvred 
by  Traun,  who  schools  him  in  the 
art  of  War,  46,  49,  60;  loees  three 
garrisons;  encamped  at  Konopischt 
47 ;  has  to  retire  northward,  48 ;  a 
heavj- laden,   8<»iely  -  exasperated 
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mftn,  49;  gathers  hinuelf  at  Kolin, 
SO;  poBts  himself  on  the  north  shore 
of  the  Elbe,  51;  retreats  to  Silesia, 
54;  foiled  on  every  point;  his  ve- 
racity of  mind,  60;  general  im- 
pression that  he  had  ruined  him- 
self, 68;  private  inexpugnability  of 
mind ;  delivers  Silesian  Army  to 
Old  Dessauer,  and  hastens  to  Ber- 
lin, 64:  spurt  of  impatience,  65, 67; 
his  feelings  towards  the  French,  TO- 
TS; informed  of  Belleisle's  capture, 
7T;  proposes  Peace,  82;  thii^  to 
make  friends  with  Saxony,  83 ; 
financial  difficulties,  and  dexterity 
of  management,  84;  changed  for 
the  better  by  his  reverses,  85;  King 
of  Poland  for  Kaiser,  86;  Saxon 
antipathies,  8T,  93,  143, 156;  anger 
at  Seckendorf,  98;  army  prepara- 
tions in  Silesia,  99;  letters  unusually 
frank,  100,  lOT;  Austrian  invasion, 
to  recover  Silesia,  102;  studies  to 
he  ready  for  Prince  Karl,  103,  106; 
indignation  against  Saxony;  estab- 
lishes Camp  of  Observation,  106, 
107;  will  play  hid  part  among  the 
crowned  heads  of  Europe,  108 ; 
Headquarter  at  Camenz,  210;  sur- 
prises Yalori,  in  not  defending  his 
mountain  passes,  12T;  full  of  silent 
finesse ;  very  dangerous  to  play 
with  at  games  of  skill,  128;  much 
satisfied  with  his  Cousin  Margraf 
Karl,  130;  decoys  Prince  Karl  on, 
181;  the  big  moment  approaching, 
133-136;  Hohenfriedberg,  143-148; 
God  has  helped  me  very  wonderfully 
this  day,  152;  receives  Protestant 
deputation  at  Landshut,  153;  Camp 
of  Chlum,  155;  hopes  for  peace; 
Convention  of  Hanover,  166,  189; 
snubbed  by  Briihl,  161;  writes  to 
France  for  help  in  money,  but  to 
no  purpose,  161,  162;  voluntary 
subsidy  from  Brandenbui^,  162;  in- 
dignant Manifesto  against  Saxony, 
163;  does  not  yet  strike,  164;  no 
peace  with  Austria  and  Saxony, 
166;  no  braver  little  figure  on  the 
earth  at  that  epoch,  167, 166;  ad- 
mires Maria  Theresa  after  a  sort, 
170;  still  in  Bohemia,  watching 
Prince  Karl's  movements,  171;  at 
Jaromirz,  176;  moves  northward, 
177;  at  Staudentz,  hears  of  Prince 
Karl's  advance,  180;  rapidly  forms 
his  plans,  181, 182;  battle  of  Sohr, 
183-187;  returns  to  Berlin,  188; 
new  hope  of  peace,  192;  combined 
Austrian-Saxon  scheme  of  attack 


on  Brandenburg,  192-196;  instant 
preparations  to  meet  it,  196;  hard 
words  to  the  Old  Dessauer,  197; 
takes  command  of  Silesian  Army, 
197,  198 ;  hoodwinks  Prince  Karl, 
200,  201;  crosses  the  Queiss  at 
Kaumburg,  201,  202;  beats  the 
Saxons  at  Hennersdorf,  203,  204; 
cannot  catch  Prince  Karl,  who 
tumbles  home  double-quick^  205, 
206;  renews  proposals  for  peace, 
207 ;  finds  BruhPs  rage  yellower 
than  ever,  208;  runs  his  risks  with 
the  Czarina,  208;  again  snubbed  by 
France,  209;  Old  Dessauer  con- 
ducts him  over  the  field  of  Kessels- 
dorf,  219;  lodges  in  Dresden,  220; 
his  enemies  compelled  at  last  to 
come  to  terms,  221;  interview  with 
D'Arget ;  *  would  not  henceforth 
attack  a  cat,  except  to  defend  my- 
self,' 223,  226;  Treaty  of  Dres- 
den, 227, 228,  280;  strange  changes 
since  his  first  visit  to  Dresden,  229; 
welcome  in  Berlin ;  *  long  live 
Friedrioh  the  Great,'  230;  has 
climbed  the  heights,  235;  hopes  for 
Peace  to  the  end  of  his  life,  236; 
the  chief  memory  of  him,  that  of  a 
King  and  man  who  fought  consum- 
mately well,  237;  difiiculty  of  nar- 
rating his  peaceful  conquests,  239; 
he  takes  the  waters  at  Pyrmont, 
241;  pays  with  exactness  all  losses 
incurred  during  the  war,  241;  goes 
into  Law -Reform,  242,  248,  272, 
288,  290,  369;  temptations  from 
England  to  play  Conquering  Hero; 
Stadtholder  of  Holland,  243,  244; 
Sans-Souci,  245.  246;  renewal  of 
the  Beinsberg  Program,  247,  369, 
873;  attaches  the  two  Keiths  to  his 
service,  271,  272;  something  like  a 
stroke  of  apoplexy,  272  ;  Silesia 
guaranteed  by  all  the  Powers,  277; 
getting  decidedly  deep  into  snuff, 
278;  visited  by  Mar6chal  de  Saxe, 
281,  283;  strikes  a  medal  to  cele- 
brate his  Law-Reforms,  289;  liter- 
ary works;  wishes  Voltaire  were 
with  him,  290,  291,  320;  a  Land's- 
Husband,  not  inferior  to  his  Father, 
292,  369-873;  Array-Reviews,  293; 
audience  wi^  Sir  Hanbury  Wil- 
liams, 294;  pays  back  an  Austrian- 
Review  afEront,  298,  299;  rights 
Candidatus  Linsenbarth's  wrongs, 
300-310;  interview  in  the  «krden, 
805-808;  Wilhelmina  at  Berlin; 
reception  of  Voltaire,  811 ;  refuses 
to  luiow  the  Pompadour,  812,  511, 
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512;  a  present  to  his  old  friend 
Keith,  313;  Berlin  Carrousel,  316- 
820;  experiences  of  Voltaire  which 
he  does  not  like,  321;  Yoltaire*s 
visit  much  misunderstood  to  this 
day,  323 ;  Friedrich's  royal  pro- 
vision for  him,  824;  recognises  his 
Pope,  32«,  327, 328;  painfully  sensi- 
ble what  a  skinless  explosive  Tris- 
megistus  he  has  got,  335,  336,  375; 
hears  of  Voltaire's  Steuer-Scheine 
proceedings,  344;  takes  the  matter 
silently,  but  with  boundless  con- 
tempt,'3r>G;  two  letters  to  Voltaire; 
rough  common-sense  of  a  German, 
who  speaks  what  he  thinks,  358, 
859 ;  anxiety  for  Wilhelmina's 
health,  363;  visits  Ost-Friesland, 
864;  Shipping  Companies  and  Sea- 
Enterprises,  367,  868;  English  Pri- 
vateer controversy,  3(;8,  464-468 ; 
no  faith  in  Fi«ee-Trade,  370;  grate- 
ful for  Voltaire's  honest  literary 
help,  380,  381 ;  how  he  regards 
Maupertuis,  D'Argens,  Algarotti, 
883-385;  a  great  appetite  for  con- 
versation and  turn  for  bantering, 
885;  La  Mettrie,  385-387,  400; 
esteem  for  Rothenburg,  388,  889; 
for  Marshal  Keith,  389;  quits  Ro- 
thenburg's  death-bed  in  tears,  395; 
writes  to  Wilhelmina.  398,  399;  his 
French  Colony  of  Wits  a  sorry  set, 
405;  *  Ach,  mein  lieber  Sulzer,'  406; 
domestic  details  from  Preuss  and 
Demon  Newswriter,  409,  413,  416, 
419;  fantas}'ing  on  his  flute,  411 ; 
diabolic  rumours  about  his  private 
life,  413-416;  defends  Maupertuis 
against  Voltaire,  430 ;  peals  of 
laughter  at  reading  Akakia,  431  ; 
In  a  towering  passion  with  Voltaire, 
433,  435;  outward  reconciliation, 
436;  last  interview,  439;  determines 
to  have  his  Book  of  Poesies  back 
from  Voltaire  at  Frankfurt,  442, 
443 ;  no  farther  correspondence 
with  him,  456;  no  Muses'-Ueaven 
on  Telluric  terms,  457;  sees  indi- 
cations of  approaching  War,  468, 
484,  488;  indifferent  to  the  King 
of  the  Romans  Question,  460-462; 
anxious  to  establish  a  Foreign 
Trade,  464;  minds  his  own  affairs, 
469;  his  Third  Silesian  War,  489, 
497;  visits  Holland;  interview  with 
Be  Catt,  489-493;  the  Menzel  Do- 
cuments, 600,  604,  605,  610;  irri- 
tated with  the  Czarina,  508;  a  very 
stormy  and  dubious  future,  613 
517,  518;   Neutrality  Convention, 


with  England,  518,  519;  no  inten- 
tion to  be  Adjunct  and  Satellite  of 
France,  525,  526;  perplexity  of  his 
situation,  533,  536;  annj  in  the 
perfection  of  order,  535 ;  puts  a 
question  at  Vienna,  589,  542,  54$; 
consults  with  his  principal  Gene^ 
rals,  539,  540;  marches  towmnis 
Saxony,  643,  547;  letters  to  Duke 
Ferdinand ;  army  arrangements, 
544-546;  to  his  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter; war  inevitable,  546.  547:  con- 
sultations with  Mitchell,  54S,  549: 
enters  Saxony,  549,  550 ;  caonct 
make  terms  with  Polish  Majesty, 
551,  552,  566;  secures  the  origin&lf 
of  the  Menzel  Documents^  552-5G4; 
blockades  the  Saxons  in  Piina 
country,  656,  560,  564;  joins  Keith 
in  Bohemia,  670-672;  battle  of 
Lobositz,  673-685;  writes  to  Wil- 
helmina, 683;  compels  his  Saxon 
prisoners  to  enter  his  army,  5a> 
601 ;  prepares  to  winter  in  Dres- 
den, 603,  604;  all  Europe  agaipt 
him,  605  -  607  ;  no  King  living 
has  better  servants,  608;  b^n^ 
his  Prussian  Free  Corps.  610 ; 
his  life  in  Dresden,  608,  610.  611; 
visit  to  his  Mother,  611 ;  Secret 
Letter  of  Instructions  to  Fincken- 
stein,  612,  614;  provides  himself 
with  poison,  in  case  of  the  worst ; 
last  adieu  to  his  Mother,  615. 
Friedrich  II.,  vol.  v.,  anger  of  the  Great 
Powers  against  him,  5 ;  withdraws 
the  Wesel-Cleve  garrisons,  7  ;  gets 
little  immediate  help  from  England, 
8 ;  remonstrates  against  Austria's 
unseemly  language,  10 ;  for  what 
small  sums  he  got  his  work  veil 
done,  11 ;  his  Instructions  to  Count 
Finck,  12  ;  four  Invasions  advanc- 
ing upon  him,  14;  suddenly  marches 
on  Prag,  14,  17 ;  before  the  city, 
23;  junction  with  Schwerin,  25, 
26  ;  got  to  know  his  man,  after 
fighting  him  a  month  or  two,  27 ; 
battle  of  Prag,  and  defeat  of  the 
Austrians,  32-48 ;  over-haste,  di^ 
pute  with  Schwerin,  34,  45,  46; 
exultation  and  congratulations,  54 : 
Prag  not  captured.  55-57  ;  general 
discouragement  of  his  enemies,  56 : 
Friedrich  and  Chatham,  68 ;  Ban 
of  the  Beich,  74,  184 ;  finds  si^ 
of  Prag  unexpectedly  tedious,  74- 
78;  rumours  of  Daun*s  approach, 
79;  sets  forth  to  meet  him.  SO; 
battle  of  Kolin,  79-97 ;  hasty  or- 
ders to  Moritz  of  Dessau,  90,  93; 
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retreat  to  Nimburg,  95 ;  tears  for 
his  lost  soldiers,  101 ;  at  Leitme- 
ritz,  104 ;  grief  at  hearing  of  his 
Mother's  death,  107-110;  predes- 
tination, 116;  would  bribe  the 
Pompadour  to  obtain  peace,  116; 
his  own  view  of  his  troubles,  117  ; 
indignation  at  the  Prince  of  Prus- 
sia's disastrous  folly,  126  ;  meeting 
of  the  Brothers  :  stern  condemna- 
tion, 129-132 ;  well-nigh  desperate, 
133  ;  Tain  efforts  to  get  battle  with 
the  Austrians,  133,  134  ;  marches 
to  Dresden  to  look  into  the  French 
movements,  185,  143 ;  hears  of 
Winterfeld's  death,  141 ;  near  Er- 
furt ;  on  march  for  Berlin,  against 
Haddick,  145,  178 ;  back  towards 
Erfurt ;  writes  to  Richelieu,  urging 
peace,  146  ;  sees  hope  of  help  from 
England  and  Pitt,  151  ;  enters  Er- 
furt, 152;  visits  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Sachsen-Gotha,  153, 
154 ;  writes  to  the  Duchess ;  to 
Wilhelmina,  156 ;  high  opinion  of 
Prince  fienri,  156,  548  ;  writes  to 
Duchess,  150  ;  heard  bad  news  from 
Preussen,  160 ;  a  bright-glancing 
articulate  man,  not  to  be  struck 
dumb  by  the  face  of  Death  itself, 
161 ;  fighting  for  existence,  and  yet 
going  into  verse  in  addition,  162 ; 
Lamentation  Psalms  on  strange 
conditions,  103,  165,  175 ;  again 
brought  into  correspondence  vrith 
Voltaire,  165,  169  ;  letter  to  Wil- 
helmina :  utterly  resolved  not  to 
survive  defeat,  172-174  ;  will  die, 
if  he  needs  must,  in  utmost  spasm 
of  battle  to  the  last,  177 ;  inter- 
views with  Gottsched  at  Leipzig, 
179,  180 ;  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment to  Wilhelmina,  182 ;  cheer- 
ing prospect  of  work  now  ahead ; 
Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  to  be 
General  of  Britannic  Army,  187 ; 
Pitt  again  in  power,  188 ;  Friedrich 
marches  after  Combined  -  Army, 
189;  at  Weissenfels,  190;  Koss- 
bach,  194 ;  watching  the  enemy, 
198  ;  a  wager  of  life,  with  glorious 
possibilities,  201 ;  has  got  the  flank 
of  Dauphiness,  and  means  to  keep 
it,  205 ;  never  was  Army  better 
beaten,  207 ;  his  famed  Cbfiffe  de 
VArm4e^  209  ;  marches  for  Silesia, 
the  news  ominously  doubtful,  224, 
226  ;  Schweidnitz  and  Breslau  lost, 
227,  230 ;  rigorous  indignant  mes- 
sages, 231 ;  addresses  his  Generals 
at  Parchwitz  :  "  We  must  beat  the 


enemy,  or  perish  all,"  232-234 ; 
snatches  of  Camp  Dialogue,  234, 
235  ;  hears  with  joy  that  the  Aus- 
trians are  advancing  on  him,  238  ; 
captures  their  bakery,  239 ;  full 
view  of  the  Austrian  Army ;  his 
plan  of  battle  soon  clear  to  him, 
242;  the  *  Oblique  Order,*  242, 
248 ;  hears,  amid  his  field-music, 
the  sound  of  Psalms,  244 ;  battle 
of  Leuthen  ;  no  finer  bit  of  work 
for  hundreds  of  years,  245-255, 
264;  talks  with  a  landlord  at 
Saara,  256  ;  at  Lissa  comes  unex- 
pectedly on  a  party  of  Austrian 
Officers,  258 ;  a  homely  Te-Deum 
from  his  soldiers,  259 ;  a  pious 
people,  of  right  Teutsch  stuff,  260 ; 
recovers  Breslau,  261 ;  popular 
astonishment  and  enthusiasm,  264 ; 
an  English  Potter}'  -  Apotheosis, 
266 ;  winter  in  Breslau,  208-270 ; 
writes  pacifically  to  Maria  Theresa, 
271 ;  hears  with  disgust  that  East- 
Preussen  has  become  Russian,  273  ; 
raises  no  new  taxes,  278 ;  English 
subsidies,  278-280;  present  from 
MissWyndham,  281-285;  letter  to 
an  English  lady,  283 ;  good  news 
of  Ferdinand's  Rhine  Campaign, 
287 ;  recaptures  Schweidnitz,  288, 
289;  marches  for  Olmiitz,  290; 
lays  siege,  294 ;  not  thought  to 
shine  in  the  sieging  line,  295 ; 
Daun  feels  his  procedures  to  be 
altogether  feline,  296 ;  impatient 
of  his  slow  siege,  297 ;  hears  of 
August  Wilhelm's  death,  298 ;  mis- 
takes Daun's  movements  for  an  in- 
tention to  give  him  battle,  299  ;  one 
more  convoy  indispensable,  300 ; 
convoy  lost;  and  Olmiitz  siege 
over,  307  ;  masterly  retreat  to 
Leutomischl,  808 ;  near  Konigs- 
gratz,  planted  impregnable  inside 
the  Daun  redoubts,  309 ;  marches 
against  Fermor,  313  ;  extremity  of 
grief  on  account  of  Wilhelmina, 
313,  314,  395  ;  Paper  of  Directions 
for  Prince  Henri,  in  case  of  death, 
314 ;  straight  for  Frankfurt,  315, 
316  ;  unduly  despises  Russian  sol- 
diership, 322. 341  ;  inspects  Dohna's 
camp  at  Gorgast,  323 ;  joy  of  the 
country  people  on  his  appearance 
among  them,  323;  hastens  to  at- 
tack the  Russian  Army,  326 ;  ne- 
glects to  abolish  the  Russian  Bag- 
gage, 329,  340  ;  battle  of  Zomdorf , 
328-341;  praises  Seidlitz,  338; 
marches  for  Saxony,  343;  replies 
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to  Daunts  cautionary  note  to  Fer- 
mor,  849 ;  with  Prince  Henri  in 
Dresden,  349 ;  cannot  draw  Daun 
from  his  entrenchments,  350 ;  sud- 
denly takes  the  road  for  Keisee, 
351 ;  piqued  at  seeing  Daun  ahead 
of  him,  and  encamps  directly  in 
front  of  him,  352  ;  obstinate  rash- 
ness, and  contempt  for  Daun,  353  ; 
anxious  to  get  out  of  his  bad  post, 
868;  battle  of  Hochkirch,  357- 
368 ;  orders  retreat,  369 ;  takes  his 
punishment  with  wonderful  cheer- 
fulness, 370 ;  hears  of  Wilhehnina's 
death,  37 1 ;  fixed  intention  to  march 
to  Neisse,  375  ;  sends  his  wounded 
to  Hoyerswerda,  375  ;  sweeps  past 
Daun,  and  arrives  at  Gorlits,  376  ; 
Silesia  brushed  clear ;  back  to 
Dresden,  380;  his  marches  won- 
derful this  year,  881 ;  a  sad  and 
■ilent  winter  for  him,  885,  894; 
the  campaign  orer;  and  nothing 
oome  of  it,  on  either  side,  but 
frightful  loes,  386  ;  mutually  vigi- 
lant Winter -quarters,  389,  890; 
Tain  hopes  of  peace,  390,  391 ; 
must  stand  on  the  defensive  hence- 
forth, 392,  393,  415  ;  writes  consi- 
derably in  the  intervalB  of  busi- 
ness, 395;  affectionate  considera- 
tion for  Fouquet,  396 ;  his  heavy 
Finance  problem,  396,  397 ;  mira- 
culously meagre  War-Budget ;  and 
methods  of  gathering  it,  398-402  ; 
issue  of  base  money,  400  ;  opening 
of  spring  campaign,  402 ;  drives 
Deviile  from  Leobschiitz,  414;  at 
Beich  -  Hennersdorf,  417  ;  intro- 
duces Horse- Artillery,  418 ;  changes 
Guichard  into  Quintus  Icilius,  419  ; 
encamped  at  Schmottseifen,  422, 
423  ;  watching  Daun,  427  ;  sends 
Wedell  against  Soltikof ,  429,  432, 
435 ;  must  look  to  the  Russian 
problem  himself,  436 ;  rendeavous 
at  8agan,  440;  tries  to  intercept 
Loudon  and  Haddick,  441 ;  attacks 
Haddick,  443;  marches  towards 
Frankfurt,  444 ;  at  Lebus,  456  ; 
out  reconnoitering,  462 ;  battle  of 
Kunersdorf,  462-489;  a  peasant 
brings  a  draught  of  water,  465, 
468 ;  not  so  despondent  as  might 
be  imagined,  469;  reckons  that 
the  victory  \b  his,  477  ;  three  horses 
shot  under  him :  *■  I,  like  the  rest, 
must  stand  to  my  duty  here !'  480 ; 
passionately  struggles,  commands, 
entreats,  481 ;  the  Prussian  Army 
all  in  flight ;  Friedrich  among  the 


last  to  quit  the  grouod,  482  ;  looks 
after   two  wounded    Lieatenantg, 
483 ;   taking  leave  both  of  King- 
ship and  of  life ;  hands  ov«r  the 
Aimy   to    Finck's    charge,     484; 
writes  to  Schmettau  in   Daesdm, 
authorising  capitulation,  4S5:  de- 
qMur  did  not  last  quite  four  dayg» 
490 ;  a  most  lone  soul  of  a  man, 
but   continually  toilini^    forward, 
491 ;  mig^t  hav&  been  ruined  now, 
had  his  enemies  been  dilijrent  about 
it,  492 ;  utterances  to   D'Aigens : 
heavy-laden,  nearly  desperate.  496- 
499;  second  letter  to  Schmettau: 
must  defmd  Dresden  to  the  ut- 
most, 498 ;  thanks  Wolfer&doil  for 
his  defence  of  Torgau,  508 ;  grief 
and  indignation  at  lose  of  Diesden, 
518,  526 ;  lays  hold  of  Sagui,  and 
establishes    communication    with 
Prince  Henri,  538  ;  Voltaire  peace- 
expeotations;  anxieties,  private  and 
public,    539,    542;    manoeuvering 
against  Soltikof,  548,  549  :  on  the 
Heights  of  Zobelwita  ;  f^stdx^  tra- 
gically scarce  of  persons  to  consult, 
550 ;  much  risen  in  hope.  551 ;  ill 
of  gout;   for  three  weeks  cannot 
stir  from  his  room,  552 :  takes  to 
writing  about  Charles  XIL,  552 ; 
carried  on  a  litter  to  Glogan«  553 ; 
arrives  in  Prince  Henri's   Ounp: 
free  of  Ms  gout,  in  joyful  spirits 
and  high  humour,  565  :  procedures 
against  Daun  too  rapid  and  rssh, 
566  ;  a  proud  Friedrich,  got  on  his 
feet  again,  567 ;   orders  Finck  to 
plant  himself  in  Max»i,  567  ;  will 
not  be  dissuaded,  568 ;  himself  fol- 
lows ;  at  Wilsdruf  ,  569 ;  messages 
to  Finck,  570,  571 ;  whirlwind  of 
grief  and  indignation  at  the  cata- 
strophe of  Maxen,  576  ;  no  ray  of 
pity  visible  for  poor  Finck,  then  or 
afterwards,  578 ;  sets  Daun  at  utter 
defiance,    579 ;    mutually    hostile 
Winter-quarters,  581 ;   *  Protestant 
Hero,'  586 ;  amused  at  the  French 
resource  of  borrowing    Plate  for 
coining,   595 ;    publi^es    an   ex- 
purgated edition  of  his  poema,  597; 
Voltaire  Peace-negotiations,   608; 
their  characteristio  correspondence, 
607-622;  rebukes  his  persevering 
ridioule  of  Maupertuis :  trouble  not 
the  ashes  of  the  dead,  620-622; 
sends  Lord  Marischal  to  ^lain  on 
a  diplomatic  mission,  622 ;  many 
fallsMsies  of  hope,  almost  pathedc 
to  think  of,  625;  one  hope  that 
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did  not  deceive  him,  hope  in  his 
own  best  exertion  to  the  very  death, 
626 ;  his  enemies  more  confident 
than  erer,  refuse  to  exchange  pri- 
soners, 627 ;  wholesale  recruiting 
or  crimping,  628 ;  is  considered  to 
be  ruined,  686 ;  gloom  or  censure 
among  his  own  people,  687;  in- 
credible diligence  and  persistence, 
637 ;  a  man  drenched  in  misery, 
but  doing  his  very  utmost  in  it^ 
with  or  without  success,  638. 
Friedrich  IL,  toI.  vi.,  his  ill-luck  does 
not  yet  cease  its  sad  company,  S;  his 
marches  exceed  all  calculation  and 
example,  4 ;  encamped  near  Meis- 
sen, 4, 5 ;  clings  to  the  hope  of  peace, 
and  of  extraneous  help,  6  ;  finds  the 
Bussian  movements  full  of  enigma, 
7 ;  reproaches  Fouquet  for  losing 
Land^ut,  8 ;  tries  to  get  a  stroke 
on  Lacy,  and  to  get  well  into  Si- 
lesia, 9-1 1 ;  without  success,  12  ;  vi- 
sible ill-humour,  18 ;  hears  of  Fou- 
quet's  catastrophe,  13 ;  prepares  for 
siege  of  Dresden^  15, 16 ;  tries  to  de- 
coy Daun  from  his  entrenchments  ; 
marches  for  Silesia,  17 ;  is  himself 
decoyed  by  Lacy,  18-20;  hears  that 
Daun  is  at  Bautzen  before  him,  and 
hastens  onward;  such  a  march 
for  heat  and  difficulty  as  he  never 
had  before,  20;  hears  that  Daun 
has  reached  Gorlitz,  and  determines 
again  to  turn  upon  Lacy,  21-23 ; 
skirmish  of  horse,  and  personal 
jeopardy,  22  ;  besieges  Dresden  ; 
one  of  tiie  rapidest  and  most  furi- 
ous sieges  on  record,  25  ;  expects  to 
be  master  of  the  tovm  in  a  few 
da3r6,  28  ;  hears  of  Daun*s  arrival, 
29 ;  his  soul  black  and  wrathful, 
worn  almost  desperate,  80;  deals 
hard  measure  on  Regiment  Bern- 
burg,  31 ;  retires  from  Dresden ; 
hears  of  the  loss  of  Qlats,  83 ; 
beaten  on  every  hand,  86 ;  will 
make  for  Silesia  without  loss  of 
an  hour,  37 ;  dissatisfied  with  Prince 
Henri's  cautious  proceedings,  88-40 ; 
more  Alcides-like  than  ever,  46 ; 
arranges  his  march  beforehand  to 
the  lant  item,  52, 53;  on  to  Liegnitz, 
attended  all  the  way  by  Daun  and 
Lacy,  54-60 ;  Daun,  Lacy,  and 
Loudon  all  agape  for  him,  in  scien- 
tific postures,  60;  provisions  all 
but  run  out,  61 ;  marches,  daring 
night,  unobserved  through  Leignitz, 
62 ;  Austrian-Irish  deserter,  63 ; 
leaves  his  camp-fires  all  carefully 


burning,  64;  arranges  himself  in 
order  of  battle,  and  tries  for  a 
snatch  of  sleep,  65 ;  suddenly  at- 
tacked by  Loudon ;  springs  to  horse, 
and  is  rapidly  ready  to  receive  him, 
66 ;  uncoiumonly  stiff  fighting ; 
Begiment  Bemburg  doing  wonders ; 
Loudon  sorely  beaten,  67, 68  ;  Daun 
and  Lacy  can  do  nothing  on  him, 
^9»  70;  gathers  up  his  spoil,  and 
marches  victorious;  one  of  the 
Buccinctest  of  Kings,  71 ;  takes  Begi- 
ment Bemburg  into  favour  again, 
72;  still  utterly  dark  as  to  the 
course  his  enemies  will  take,  73 ; 
secure  at  last  of  Breslau,  and  of 
junction  with  Henri,  74  ;  does  not 
deceive  himself  with  these  bits  of 
successes;  letter  to  D'Argens,  75, 
76 ;  finds  an  unexpected  recoil 
among  his  enemies,  78 ;  beautifully 
marches  and  manoeuvres  upon  Daun 
and  his  chain  of  army-posts,  81, 
82;  worn  down  into  utter  weari- 
ness, sickness,  and  disgust,  84,  85  ; 
hears  that  Berlin  is  seized,  and 
hastens  to  its  relief,  91 ;  finding 
Berlin  again  free,  he  marches  to 
Liibben,  98  ;  interview  with  Qotz- 
kowsky ;  ^Merchants'  Bills  a  sacred 
thing,'  99;  resolved  to  dare  all 
things,  rather  than  sign  a  humili- 
ating peace,  102;  skilfully  man- 
ceuvres  upon  Daun,  108-106; 
marches  towards  Torgau,  106 ;  de- 
termines to  attack  Daun's  impreg- 
nable position,  112 ;  arrangements 
and  marchings,  113 ;  unexpected 
delays,  116  ;  obliged  to  attack  with 
but  a  fraction  of  his  forces,  117 ; 
such  a  problem  as  human  bravery 
seldom  had,  119;  a  Grandson  of 
the  Old  Dessauer  shot  dead,  120 ; 
reinforcement,  and  renewed  effort, 
121 ;  himself  wounded,  122 ;  attack 
upon  attack,  but  without  adequate 
result,  123,  124 ;  night  sinks,  and 
nothing  more  can  be  made  of  it, 
125;  unexpected  turn  of  affairs, 
and  Daun  in  full  retreat,  126-129, 
181 ;  the  campaign  ended,  132 ; 
Friedrich  takes  to  his  winter-quar- 
ters ;  Leipzig,  183 ;  sees  all  black, 
as  if  at  the  bottom  of  a  tomb,  134 ; 
writes  a  sadly  playful  letter  to  his 
old  friend  Madame  Camas,  135; 
his  winter  in  Leipzig  chcCTfuller 
than  expected ;  D'Argens  and  other 
faithful  friends  about  him,  147; 
amuses  himself  with  feeding  his 
dogs,  148 ;  always  an  appetite  for 
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a  snatch  of  talk  with  anybody  of 
sense,  149  ;  interview  and  dialogue 
with  Gellert,  161-166 ;  resolves  to 
retaliate  on  the  Saxon  plunderings 
at  Berlin,  157 ;  dialogue  with  Gene- 
ral Saldem,  who  refuses  to  act  con- 
trary to  bis  honour  and  oath,  158- 
161 ;  sends  Quintus  Icilius,  and 
banters  him  about  it  ever  after- 
wards, 160;  sends  a  small  expe- 
dition to  Langensalza,  161-166 ; 
levies  contributions  on  Leipzig, 
167  ;  sends  Madame  Camas  a  por- 
celain box,  171 ;  a  King  risen  from 
the  deeps  again,  more  incalculable 
than  ever,  177 ;  his  stoical  and 
manful  figure  of  demeanour,  178  ; 
marches  into  Silesia  for  Loudon 
and  the  Russians,  180,  182 ;  swift, 
skilful  manceuverings,  183-185 ; 
tries  to  seize  Kunzendorf,  but  finds 
Loudon  too  quick  for  him,  185  ; 
digs  and  entrenches  his  world-fa- 
mous Camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  186- 
189  ;  beaten  here,  he  is  beaten  al- 
together; his  last  stronghold  in 
the  world,  190 ;  constant  vigilance, 
and  expectation  of  attack  ;  like  an 
Arab  Sheik  among  his  tribesmen, 
191 ;  finds  the  Russian  Army  has 
given  it  up,  and  returned  home- 
wards, 193  ;  sends  General  Platen 
to  quicken  their  march,  194  ;  stays 
a  fortnight  longer  at  Bunzelwitz, 
195  ;  gets  very  anzious  about  Col- 
berg,  207 ;  quits  Bunzelwitz,  and 
loses  Schweidnitz,  212-217  ;  sur- 
prising inattention  to  the  state  of 
his  Garrisons,  215 ;  falls  ill  of  gout, 
the  inflexible  heart  of  him  at  last 
like  to  break,  217 ;  on  march  to- 
wards Strehlen,  220;  lodges  with 
Traitor  Warkotsch,  221  ;  a  night 
ride,  with  Eappel  for  guide,  222 ; 
narrowly  escapes  betrayal  to  the 
Austrians,  228-230 ;  loses  Colberg, 
230-232  ;  a  gloomy  winter  in  Bres- 
lau,  233,  234;  loses  his  English 
subsidy,  and  puts  more  alloy  into 
his  currency,  244  ;  all  gift-moneys 
in  abeyance ;  succeeds  in  raising 
his  army  to  the  necessary  number, 
245  ;  grim  letter  to  D'Argens  ;  be- 
coming wise  by  stripes,  246  ;  tiff  of 
quarrel  with  Prince  Henri,  247-250 ; 
his  darkest  hour,  and  dawning  of 
a  brighter  day,  251,  252  ;  dea£  of 
the  Czarina,  253 ;  finds  a  warm 
friend  in  Czar  Peter,  253,  254; 
liberates  all  his  Russian  prisoners, 
260;    Treaty    of   Peace  with    the 


Czar,  261 ;  the  way  out  from  de- 
struction now  a  thing  credible  and 
visible  to  him,  262 ;  hopeful  letto^ 
262-265 ;  opens  his  seventh  cam- 
paign, with  Daun,  not  Loudon,  for 
enemy,  283 ;  joined  bv  Czemichef 
with  a  Russian  reinforcement,  2>o, 
286 ;  makes  unsuccessful  att^npts 
on  Daun,  287;  dismayed  to  hear 
that  Czar  Peter  is  murdered,  and 
Czemichef  recalled,  291,  292; 
storms  Burkersdorf,  and  drives 
Daun  clear  of  Schweidnita,  2^- 
297 ;  his  contempt  for  Lord  Bute, 
298,  316,  325;  besieges  Scfaweid- 
nitz,  300 ;  Battle  of  Reichenbach, 
301-304 ;  Schweidnitz  proves  un- 
expectedly difficult,  30q  ;  gets  it  at 
last,  and  praises  the  Commandant 
for  his  excellent  defence,  310; 
marches  into  Saxony,  311  ;  con- 
gratulates Prince  Henri  on  his  vic- 
tory of  Freyberg,  319 ;  truce  with 
Austria,  321  ;  visits  Gotha ;  dia- 
logue ^vith  Professor  Putter,  323, 
324  ;  terms  of  peace,  325  ;  Austria 
tries  to  get  his  Rhine  Province?, 
but  cannot,  326,  327  ;  he  ruthlessly 
pays  off  all  superfluous  men,  327, 
328 ;  treaty  for  general  peace  as 
good  as  certain,  328-330;  dines 
with  Eurprince  of  Saxony,  335; 
home  once  more  at  Berlin  ;  supper 
with  the  Queen  and  Court,  336; 
his  part  in  World- History  now 
played  out,  339 ;  reads  no  sign  of 
the  coming  French  Revolution,  341- 
844 ;  his  history  henceforth  inte- 
resting to  Prussia  chiefly  ;  not  » 
peculiar  as  to  authorise  much 
paintmg  of  character,  344 ;  sets 
earnestly  to  work  to  repair  his 
ruined  Prussia,  349,  350 ;  listens  to 
the  distresses  of  Niisslcr  and  com- 
pany, and  helps  those  who  most 
need  it,  352-355 ;  rapidly  restores 
his  debased  currency,  356 ;  visits 
Westphalia  with  Duke  Ferdinand, 
357 ;  dialogue  with  Roden,  358 ; 
picks  up  D'Alembert  at  Geldem, 
360 ;  second  dialogue  ¥rith  Roden, 
361 ;  prouder  of  his  victories  over 
his  social  chaos  than  of  hii(  other 
victories,  362 ;  has  great  difficulty 
in  finding  fit  persons  for  his  di&r- 
ent  employments,  364 ;  obliges  all 
the  rich  Abbeys  to  establish  manu- 
factures, 365;  induces  the  rich 
landlords  to  give  up  their  en- 
croachments on  the  poor  farmers, 
366;  D'Alembert*3  report  of  him, 
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367,  368;  he  adopts  the  French 
Excise-system,  much  to  the  dis- 
satisfaction of  Prussia,  868-375  ; 
caricatured  as  a  miser  g^rinding 
coffee,  373 ;  his  method  with  the 
Caricature  Department  of  things, 
374 ;  procurator  of  the  poor,  376  ; 
replies  to  the  Douanier  at  Stettin, 
877 ;  account  of  his  nephew's  di- 
Torce,  378,  379 ;  builds  his  Neue 
Palais  of  Sans-Souci,  380-382  ;  af- 
fection for  Lord  Marischal,  382- 
385 ;  shows  kindness  to  Rousseau, 
383,  384;  footfalls  of  departing 
guests,  386,  387 ;  makes  treaty-  of 
Alliance  with  Czarina  Catherine, 
389  ;  corresponds  with  theElectress 
of  Saxony  about  the  Polish  Crown, 
398-404  ;  takes  little  interest  in  the 
Polish  quarrels;  his  one  rule  of 
policy  to  keep  well  with  the  Czar- 
ina, 415,  419  ;  alarmed  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Prince  Henri  for  Eling 
of  Poland,  416  ;  strives  to  dissuade 
the  Turks  from  their  Polish  war 
with  Russia,  432 ;  dreads  another 
European  outbreak,  482-484,  437 ; 
receives  a  friendly  visit  from  Kaiser 
Joseph,  437-442 ;  suggests  at  Peters- 
burg a  cutting  down  of  Poland, 
443,  444  ;  pleasant  visit  from  Elec- 
tress  Marie-Antoine,  444 ;  fulmi- 
nates a  Royal  Bull  concerning  eter- 
nal punishment,  445  ;  makes  a  re- 
turn-visit to  the  Kaiser  ;  Prince  de 
Ligne*8  account,  448-458 :  would 
ra^er  have  Loudon  at  his  side 
than  before  him,  455 ;  ceremoni- 
ously respectful  to  the  Kaiser,  458 ; 
interview  with  Kaunitz  on  the  Rus- 
sian-Turk war,  464,  466  ;  mediates 
with  the  Czarina,  467 ;  she  pro- 
poses dismemberment  of  Poland, 
474 ;  he  gladly  undertakes  to  ne- 
gotiate the  matter,  475-477;  has 
his  difficulties  with  Kaunitz,  475, 
476,  478  ;  final  agreement  between 
the  Partitioning  Powers,  479 ;  no 
alternative  left,  but  either  that 
same  Partition,  or  all  Europe  kln- 
•dled  into  war,  481 ;  at  no  pains  to 
conceal  his  great  sense  of  the  value 
of  West-Preussen  to  him,  481-485  ; 
how  he  set  to  work ;  and  what  he 
made  of  it,  487-492 ;  keeps  an  eye 
on  Kaiser  Joseph,  494 ;  long  dia- 
logue with  Zimmermann,  495,  500- 
505  ;  receives  a  visit  from  his  sister 
Ulrique,  506-508 ;  school  improve- 
ments, 512,  513 ;  sets  out  for  his 
Milesian  Reviews,  513;    his   later 


correspondence  mth  Voltaire,  620 ; 
his  annual  Reviews,  matters  of 
rigorous  business,  535;  Conway's 
account  of  him,  and  them,  587-548  ; 
Major  Kaltenbom's,  543-545 ;  two 
famous  anecdotes  of  him  and  Zie- 
then,  545-547 ;  suffers  from  a  severe 
attack  of  gout,  547 ;  the  Kaiser, 
thinking  him  dying,  marches  on 
Brandenburg,  548;  entertains  Czaro- 
witch  Paul  at  Berlin,  650;  ex- 
presses esteem  for  Pitt,  552,  558, 
655  ;  correspondence  with  D'Alem- 
bert  on  the  Kaiser's  French  tour, 
562,  563  ;  Cabinet- Order,  with  fac- 
simile of  Signature,  668,  564  ;  for- 
bids the  Austrian  attempt  on  Ba- 
varia, 665 ;  letter  from  Duchess 
Clement  on  the  subject,  574 ;  in- 
stantly gets  to  work,  675,  578; 
fruitless  negotiations  with  Austria, 
679,  580;  speech  to  his  Generals, 
681 ;  marches  to  Silesia,  582  ;  Kau- 
nitz's  high  tone  becomes  notably 
altered,  584,  585 ;  correspondence 
with  the  Kaiser,  686-588 ;  highly 
unwilling  to  begin  a  war  which 
nobody  can  see  the  end  of,  689; 
crosses  into  Bohemia,  690  ;  regard- 
less of  personal  risks,  592 ;  humour 
very  sour  and  severe,  598,  697  ;  let- 
ter from  Maria  Theresa,  593,  594 ; 
returns  homeward,  697,  600  ;  diffi- 
culties mediated  by  the  Czarina, 
600,  601 ;  has  put  a  spoke  in 
Austria's  proud  wheel,  and  man- 
aged to  see  fair  play  in  the  Reich, 
602  ;  his  second  Law-Reform,  604 ; 
appoints  Heucking  to  see  justice 
done  to  Miller  Arnold,  618  ;  indig- 
nant at  the  Lawyers,  616,  616; 
orders  the  judges  to  appear  before 
him ;  and  passes  judgment  on  them, 
619-629  ;  never  neglected  this  part 
of  his  function,  632 ;  still  watchful 
of  Austrian  encroachments  on  the 
Reich,  636;  produces  a  Fiirgten^ 
bund,  or  general  confederation  of 
Oerman  Princes^  636,  669  ;  an  un- 
affectedly vigorous,  simple,  and 
manful  old  age,  687 ;  his  old  com- 
panions dropping  off,  689  ;  domes- 
tic anecdotes,  640-642;  industrial 
matters  a  large  item  in  his  daily 
business,  642;  the  strictest  hus- 
bandman not  busier  with  his  farm 
than  he  with  his  Kingdom,  648 ; 
Prince  de  Ligne  reports  several 
pleasant  interviews  with  him,  643- 
654;  Marwitz's  recollections,  656- 
662 ;  Marquis  de  Bouim's,  663-667, 
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678 ;  sevare  letter  to  Qeneral  Tau- 
entsien,  on  the  state  of  the  Sileuan 
Army,  667,  668 ;  Gomte  de  S^gur's 
deeoriptioii  of  his  appesranoe,  674 ; 
goes  to  his  last  Silesian  Review, 
677;  takes  seyere  cold,  679;  re- 
tams  to  Potsdam,  680 ;  increasing 
illness,  681 ;  interview  with  Mira- 
beau,  682;  cannot  take  his  usual 
ride,  685 ;  sends  for  Zimmennann, 
hoping  to  get  relief,  687 ;  does 
faithfully  to  the  end  the  work  that 
oomes  to  hand,  692 ;  his  last  day's 
work  over,  698;  his  life -battle 
fought  out,  696 ;  the  Last  of  the 
Kings,  697. 
Friedrioh's  Letters :— quality  of,  ii. 
888,  574,  576,  596,  617 ;  to  Duhan, 
i  508  ;  his  Father,  ii.  46,  804,  841, 
518,  544,  609,  618,  616,  665 ;  his 
Mother,  114  ;  iv.  152,  190 ;  v.  54 ; 
Wilhehnina,  ii  897,  899,  470,  507, 
509,  512 ;  iii.  827  ;  iv.  898,  588  ; 
V.  116-118,  156,  172-4,  182,  201, 
814;  Hotham,  ii  174,  176,  205; 
Oruinkow,  887,  891,  892,  480; 
Haoke,  482;  Seckendorf,  488; 
Hargraf  Heinrich,  499;  Madame 
Camas,  521;  vi  185,  171,  262, 
264;  Groben,  ii  522;  Earl  of 
Brunswick,  547;  Voltaire,  598, 
648,  657;  iii  55,  86,  208,  711, 
712;  iv.  258,  259,  894,  485,  487, 
488;  V.  169,  176,  641,  676,  577, 
608,  619-622;  vi  447,  481,  492, 
498,  518;  Maupertuis,  iii  16; 
Jordan,  95,  148,  202,  207,  225, 
298,  552;  the  Bishop  of  Li^, 
106,  104;  Algarotti,  148,  226; 
Old  Dessauer,  158,  287 ;  iv.  65 ; 
Toung  Dessauer,  iii  282;  August 
Wilhelm,  298  ;  v.  181 ;  Duke  Fer- 
dinand, iv.  544,  546;  Podewils, 
99,  107,  110;  Fouquet,  158;  v. 
551 ;  Prince  of  Prussia  and  Prin- 
cess Amelia,  iv.  546,  547;  Prin- 
cess Amelia,  v.  58;  Schwerin,  iv. 
580;  Finckenstein,  612;  v.  444, 
466,  484;  vi.  262;  Duchess  of 
8achsen-Qotha,  v.  156,  169,  540, 
605,  606 ;  vi.  824 ;  Due  de  Riche- 
lieu, V.  146 ;  D'Argens,  265,  269, 
894,  496-499,  576,  577,  696,  597, 
688 ;  vi.  76,  84,  98,  102,  184,  246, 
268-266;  to  an  English  lady,  v. 
288 ;  Prince  Henri,  818,  417 ;  vi. 
38-40,  84,  86,  248-250.  307,  319, 
329,  880,  560 ;  Daun  (as  if  from 
Fermor),  v.  849 ;  Lord  Marischal, 
386 ;  vi.  382,  384 ;  Finck,  v.  484, 
571;    Schmettau,  486,   518,  526; 


Wunsdh,v.490;  Prince  Ferdinand,. 
589,  542;  Zasirow,  vi  218;  De 
Launay,  376;  Douanier  at  Stet- 
tin, 377 ;  Electress  Marie -An- 
toine,  398-404,  444-446.  507; 
D'Alembert,  622,  662;  Kaiser  Jo- 
seph, 687  ;  Tauentzien,  667  ;  Dodb- 
ess- Dowager  of  Bmnswick,  69; 
Note  on  Toleration,  iii  16 ;  the 
Strasburg  Adventure,  64;  Sile- 
sian Project,  161 ;  Margiiiialia  for 
Voltaire,  706,  710;  qvavoMtg  Tes- 
timonial to  Polhutx,  748;  his 
opinion  of  Traun,  iv.  60;  of  an 
Austrian  Battalion,  150 ;  of  D'Ah- 
remberg,  171;  account  of  straw 
sentry,  168;  La  PaUadio^  173; 
Speech  to  his  QenenJa  before 
Leuthen,  v.  272;  dosing  para- 
graph of  his  'History  of  the 
Seven -Years  War,'  402 ;  on  the 
ruined  condition  of  Prussia  at  the 
dose  of  the  War,  vi.  362;  ac- 
'  count  of  the  Prince  of  Prnsna's 
divorce,  378;  newspaper  artide, 
422 ;  on  Russian  and  Turk  tacdcs, 
432 ;  suggestion  for  cutting  down 
Poland,  443 ;  Speech  to  his  Qene- 
rals  on  occasion  of  the  Bavarian 
War,  681. 

Friedrich's  Mother.  See  Sophie  Do- 
rothee. 

Friedrich'sWife.  See  Elisabeth  Chris- 
tina. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  Eleventh  or  Great 
Eurfih-st,  i  62,  54,  56,  342 ;  his 
wariness  and  dexterity,  344 ;  gets 
Hinter-Pommem,  346;  mardieB 
into  Jaiioh,  347 ;  his  Polish-Swe- 
dish  War,  343*^  essentially  an  in- 
dustrial man,  361 ;  charaieter  and 
portrait,  352 ;  Battle  of  Fehrbelfin, 
368;  beats  the  Swedes  out  of 
Preussen,  366 ;  conquers  Sweduh 
Pommem,  but  cannot  keep  it,  367 ; 
his  true  Wife,  Louisa  of  Nassan- 
Orange,  365, 368 ;  his  second  Wife, 
Dorothea,  360 ;  mutinies  quenched 
out,  360 ;  death,  362  ;  how  Austria 
settled  his  Silesian  claims,  364: 
mentioned  also,  iv.  130, 372,  482 ; 
vi.  363,  364,  406. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  Eing;  as  Crown 
Prince,  i  29, 39 ;  taken  to  Hanover 
in  childhood,  32 ;  a  rough  unruly 
boy  from  the  first,  36,  41,  60,  401 ; 
an  abrupt  peremptory  young  Ein& 
391 ;  his  Spartan  habits,  399 ;  his 
Father's  death,  401 ;  tiie  new  EJng*3 
house  swept  clear  of  mendadty 
and  idle  hypocrisy,  402 ;  his  strange 
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wild  ways,  404;  love  of  justice, 
406,  607  ;  the  first  years  of  his  la- 
borious reign,  407  ;  a  *  man  of  ge- 
nius,' fated  to  work  in  National 
Husbandry,  410,  433, 677, 682, 688 ; 
ii.  467 ;  hia  tall  Potsdam  Regiment, 
1  412,  460,  576  ;  ii.  406,  692  ;  the 
great  Drill-sergeant  of  the  Prussian 
IJation,  414 ;  his  faculty  of  mind- 
ing his  own  business,  416,  496  ;  ii. 
197 ;  Portraits  of  him,  i.  416 ;  ii. 
28,  424 ;  personal  habits,  i.  418  ;  no 
love  for  the  French  or  their  fash- 
ions,   420;    Brobdignagian    wag- 
geries, 421,  618 ;  an  original  North- 
German  Spartan,  422,  478  ;  charge 
of  avarice,  423 ;  ii.  61 ;  his  siege 
of  Stralsund,  i.  426,  484;  regard 
for   Charles  XII.,    482,    487;   an 
original  farewell  Letter  of  Instruc- 
tions, 432 ;  makes  his  Will  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Queen,  433,  485,  689 ; 
returns  victorious,  439, 448  ;  visited 
by  Czar  Peter,  450 ;  Tutors  selected 
for  Fritz,  402 ;  his  notions  about 
education,  465  ;  fond  of  hunting, 
471 ;  11.  52  ;  habits  at  Wusterhau- 
aen,   i.   478;  his  Tobacco-Parlia- 
ment, 480, 607  (see  Tobacco-Pariia- 
ment) ;    alarming  attack  of  *  ne- 
phritic   colic,'    486 ;    interest    in 
Cleve-Jiilich,  the  Pfalz-Neuburg 
Heritage,  488,   567,  699;    ii.  289, 
625  ;  interferes  for  the  Heidelberg 
Protestants,    489 ;    a    King    who 
stayed  well  at  home,  496  ;  ii.  197  ; 
loses   favour  with  the  Kaiser,  i. 
497 ;  disappointed  with   his   son 
Fritz,  612 ;  assists  at  the  birth  of 
Princess  Amelia,  639 ;  list  of  his 
Ten  Children,  640  ;  signs  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  566  ;  gets  annoyed  with 
the  Double-Marriage  Treaty,  678  ; 
ii  48  (see  Double-Marriage);  hia 
recruiting  difficulties,  and  preda- 
datory  encroachments,  i.  681 ;   ii. 
16 ;  George  L  fires-up,  i.  687 ;  sur- 
rounded by  intrigues,  688  ;  snared 
for  the  Kaiser  by  Grumkow  and 
Seckendorf,  593  (see  Grumkow); 
Treaty  of  Wusterhausen,  699,  631 ; 
'possessed'  as  by  two  devils,  604, 
631 ;   ii.  62,  88,  126,  208 ;  horse- 
play with  Gundling,  618 ;  his  irre- 
verence for  the  Sciences  and  Fine 
Arts,  621 ;  summary  treatment  of 
Wolf,    622;    how    Queen    Sophie 
might  have  managed  him,  633  ;  his 
sorrow  at  the  death  of  George  L, 
ii.  13 ;  unsuspected  tears  in  the 
ragged  man,  14 ;  hypochondriacal 


fits,  15 ;  talks  of  abdicating,  18 ; 
visits  King  August  at  Dresden,  22, 
139 ;  dissolute  entertainpaents,  24 ; 
singular  mutual  liking  pf  the  two, 
28;  Friedrich  Wilhelm  ^receives  a 
return- visit  at  Berlin,  30  $  increased 
dislike  for  his  Son,  46,  108 ;  con- 
temptuous Letter  to  him,  47;   a 
grand  slaughter  of  wild  swine,  and 
what  his  Majesty  did  with  the  pork, 
52 ;  a  bad  attack  of  the  gout,  63, 
69  ;  ill-treatment  of  his  family,  61, 
69,  87,  108,  113,  226  ;  quarrels  with 
George  IL,  73,    83;    troubles    of 
Mecklenburg,  &c.,  81 ;  resolves  to 
challenge  George  II.  to  single  com- 
bat, 89 ;   immiaency  of  War  be- 
tween them,  92,  96;  arbitration, 
98;   publicly   canes   the    Crown- 
Prince,  113,  188,  208  ;  will  end  the 
Double-Marriage  speculation,  117 ; 
Wilhelmina  to  have  Friedrich  of 
Baireuth,  129 ;  a  conversation  with 
Dubouigay,  144;   jealous  of  the 
Crown-Prince,  146, 150 ;  joyful  re- 
ception of  Hotham,  146  ;  wUl  not 
consent   to  Friedrich's   marriage, 
152 ;  looks  sour  on  Hotham,  164  ; 
apprised  of  Grumkow's  treachery, 
but  refuses  to  believe  it,  169, 172 ; 
will  agree  to  Single  Marriage,  not 
Double,  171 ;  King  August's  Camp 
of  Badewitz,   179;    extraordinary 
conduct  to  Hotham,  198 ;  passion- 
ate  vexation   with    himself   and 
others,  207 ;  Journey  to  tiie  Reich, 
210;  no  taste  for  salutations  in 
the  market-place,  212;  a  Bridal- 
procession,  280 ;  visits  the  Duke  of 
Wurtemberg,  231 ;  gives  him  good 
advice,   286;  visits   Karl  Philip, 
238,  247;  a  simple  dinner,  243; 
discovers  Friedrich's   attempt   at 
flight,  248 ;  suppressed  rage,  249 ; 
visits  Ernst  Ludwig,  260 ;  can  sup- 
press  no   longer,    263 ;  summary 
orders,  254 ;  visits  Clement  August, 
256 ;  letter  home,  announcing  ar- 
rest, 262;  draws  his  sword  upon 
his  Son,  268;  'let  him  take  the 
doom  the  Laws  have  appointed,' 
264;  arrives  at  Berlin,  266;   al- 
most mad  at  the  turn  things  have 
taken,  267 ;  receives  a  packet  of 
fictitious  Letters ;  assaults  Wilhel- 
mina in  a  frenzy  of  rage  and  dis- 
appointment, 268 ;  no  more  nego- 
tiations with  England,  274 ;  can- 
not  get   to   the   bottom   of  the 
conspiracy,  276  ;  wholesale  punish- 
ments, 276 ;  anxiety  to  save  Fried- 
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rich's  80ul,  278 ;  Bomething  of  the 
nature  of  real  prayer,  279,  837  ;  his 
conduct,  looked  at  from  without 
and  frap  within,  280,  298;  die- 
tracte^Fanderings,  281 ;  will  have 
Katte  and  Crown-Prince  tried  by 
court-martial,    282,    285;    Katte 
must  die,  287  ;  the  King's  troubled 
thoughts,  298  ;  spares  his  Son's  life, 
800;  and  even  hopes  to  save  his 
Boul,  802  ;  resolves  on  Wilhelmina's 
marriage,    808 ;    preparations    for 
her  betrothal,  812  ;  never  neglects 
public  business,  817  ;  the  Salzburg 
Protestants,817,409;  hangs  Schlub- 
hut  for  theft,  318  ;  elk-hunting  at 
Pillau,  820 ;  cudgels  his  Criminal- 
Collegium,  822 ;  excessively  severe 
on  defalcations,  824  ;  reooncile<|  to 
his  Son,  884, 841 ;  a  narrow  escape 
from  a  bullet,  857;  his  Majesty's 
building  operations,  and  iafringe- 
ments  of  Free-Trade,  857,  561 ;  his 
store  of  silver,  864 ;  takes  Friedrich 
into  favour,  867,  402 ;  repentant 
love  for  Wilhelmina,  869  ;  decides 
on  a  Bride  for  Friedrich,  382  ;  his 
Letters,  884  ;  receives  the  Salaburg 
Protestants  at  Berlin,  424  ;  a  man 
skilful  in   investments,  427 ;    his 
Majesty  visits  the  Kaiser,  429,  488 ; 
contempt    for   their   ceremonials, 
434, 440 ;  dines  at  Prag  with  Prince 
Eugene,  442 ;    meetings  with  the 
Kaiser,  445,  446 ;  returns   home, 
with  new  experiences  of  his  high 
friends,    447 ;   visits  Wilhelmina, 
449 ;    passes    Leipzig,  450 ;    total 
change  of  mind  towards  the  Kaiser, 
454,  469,  552 ;  a  strange  Session  of 
the  Tobacco -Parliament,  455;   a 
ride  with  Seckendorf,    458,  589; 
passionate  remorse,  458 ;   interest 
in  West-Preussen,  463 ;  rough  ban- 
ter with  Wilhelmina,  465 ;  provi- 
sion for  Friedrich  on  his  marriage, 
478,  557  ;  small  interest  in  the  Po- 
lish ElecUon,  480 ;  connection  with 
the    Bhine    Campaign,  495,   497; 
grants  asylum  to  Stanislaus,  505 ; 
Friedrich  still  finds  him  difficult  to 
please,  507;  at  Philipsburg,  515 ; 
steadily  refuses  to  give  up  Stanis- 
laus, 517,  541 ;  falls  seriously  ill, 
526 ;  pleased  with  Friedrich's  suc- 
cess in  Preussen,  545 ;   continued 
illness,  551,  648:  fallen-out  with 
the  Kaiser,  552,  626,  627;  a  visit  to 
Loo,  681,  635  ;  growing  favour  for 
Friedrich,  632,  659 ;  renewed  anx- 
iety about  his  Heterodoxies,  640; 


Friedrich's  testimony  to  his  noble 
kingly  qualities,  658  ;  a  new  fit  of 
ilhiess,  660;  the  final  sfaadowg 
closing  in  upon  him,  672,  677  ;  bis 
last  Tobacco- Parliament,  680;  bow 
he  shall  stand  justified  before  Al- 
mighty God,  681,  686  ;  much  af- 
fected at  seeing  his  Son,  684  ;  In- 
structions for  his  Funeral,  6S5; 
abdicates  in  favour  of  Friedrich, 
686,  688  ;  death,  690  ;  his  Spartaa 
Funeral,  691 ;  his  dealings  with  the 
old  Stajide,  m.  40;  his  troubki 
about  Herstal,  99,  lOl :  thou^ 
dead,  still  fights,  321  ;  his  Law- 
Bef oim,  iv.  243 :  mentioned  als(\ 
vL  699. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  of  Schwedt,  Cousin 
of  Friedrich,  i.  481,  482  n.;  iL41, 
500,  524,  529. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  IIL's  monument  to 
Schwerin,  v,  51,  52  ;  his  parentage. 
vi.  379,  380  ;  boyish  recoIlecti<ni  of 
the  Great  Friedrich,  641. 

Friedrich  Wilhehn,  Prince  (afterwards 
King),  with  Friedrich  at  Leipzig, 
vi:  147 ;  at  siege  of  Schweidnits, 
807,  308 ;  Westphalia,  357 ;  mar- 
ried  to  Elizabeth  of  Brunswick, 
376  ;  headlong,  and  dreadfully  dis- 
solute, 377-379;  divorce,  and  second 
marriage,  879 ;  his  curious  death- 
bed, 885;  at  Friedrich's  Silesian 
Beviews,  835,  568,  664  :  mentioned 
also,  147  n.,  438-9, 447, 543, 632, 654 

Friesack  demolished,  i.  197,  199,  354. 

Friesland,  i.  867. 

Fritsch,  Baron  von,  negotiates  peace, 
vi.  325,  328,  329. 

Fritzlar  plundered  and  burnt,  i.  130. 

Fritz,  M.,  vi.  526. 

Fuchs,  Dr.,  monimient  at  MoUwits,  ill 
801. 

Fuggers.  the,  of  Augsburg,  L  223^238; 
ii.  230. 

Fuglemen,  liL  264. 

Funccius  of  Niimbei^g,  i.  258. 

Funck,  Sieur  de,  iv.  506,  507. 

Fumes,  iv.  5. 

Fiirst,  Grand-Chancellor  von,  vL  604  tt» 
611,  616 ;  dismissed  by  the  King, 
622 ;  crowd  of  carriages  offering 
sympathy,  625. 

Fussen,  Peace  of,  iv.  97, 100. 

Gages,  Senor  de,  iv.  250. 

Gaisson,  Count,  at  siege  of  Prag,  iii.  505. 

Galitzin,  Prince,  conunands  the  Ba»- 
sian  Army  against  the  Turks,  vi 
.483-5, 443, 459, 460 ;  at  Vienna,  (lOI. 

Gallas,  Austrian,  i  344. 
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Chdlisonni^re,  La,  iv.  474,  528;  sails 
for  Minorca,  620,  521. 

Qardot,  Ayocat^  vi.  445  n. 

Garve,  Professor,  vi.  598 ;  cited,  v.  110  n. 

Gaudi,  Adjutant,  at  Bossbach,  v.  201 ; 
Hochkirch,  365  n. 

Ckiudi,  Engineer,  iv.  536. 

G«bhardus  of  Milan,  i.  100. 

Geldem,  i.  296  ;  ii.  258,  631. 

Gtellert,  Professor,  a  kind  of  oracle  in 
his  day,  vi.  150,  151 ;  his  interview 
with  King  Friedrich,  152-166  ;  hifl 
peaceful  death,  157. 

Genius,  i.  27,  407,  410 ;  ii.  6. 

George  I.  of  England,  i.  33,  432,  434, 
450 ;  the  Pretender  coming,  451 ; 
his  Majesty  visits  Berlin,  470,  526 ; 
assists  the  Heidelberg  Protestants, 
498,  494  ;  English  troubles,  528  ; 
first  triumph  of  the  *  Constitutional 
Principle,'  532  ;  ii.  12 ;  consents  to 
the  Double-Marriage  scheme,  534 ; 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  666  ;  does  not 
sign  the  Double-Marriage  Treaty, 
571;  fires-up  at  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
predatory  recruitings,  584 ;  his  smok- 
ing-room, 608;  not  inclined  for 
War,  ii.  5  ;  death  by  apoplexy,  on 
the  road  to  Osnabriick,  9. 

George  II.  of  England,  i.  15, 157 ;  as 
Prince  of  Wales,  528,  572 ;  gives 
no  help  to  the  Double-Marriage 
scheme,  ii.  43  ;  quarrels  with  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  73,  83  ;  his  dapper, 
self-satisfied  character,  74  ;  coerces 
the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  79  ;  dis- 
covers Grumkow's  treachery,  124, 
201 ;  helps  the  Salzburg  Protest- 
ants, 427 ;  his  quarrel  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  618 ;  his  Wife's 
Death,  620  ;  in  a  conciliatoiy  hu- 
mour towards  Friedrich,  iii.  7; 
perplexed  about  his  Spanish  War, 
50 ;  described  by  Bielfeld,  52 ; 
thick-coming  difficulties,  115 ;  news 
of  the  Kaiser's  death,  138,  144; 
against  Friedrich,  265 ;  assists  Aus- 
tria, 275,  343 ;  distracted  proce- 
dures, 368,  373,  401 ;  a  strange  Cu- 
rator of  England,  391 ;  Austrian 
Subsidy,  402  ;  difficultv  of  moving 
the  Dutch,  404,  639;  of  saving 
Hanover  from  War,  405  ;  sees  that 
Friedrich  must  be  bargained  with, 
410,  429,  459 ;  consequences  of 
having  a  Greorge  IL  for  Chief  Cap- 
tain, 433,  723  ;  can  do  no  more  for 
Austria,  464,  475,  498 ;  tries  a  se- 
cond time  to  draw  his  sword,  606  ; 
but  to  no  purpose,  639  ;  sword  ac- 
tually drawn,  659 ;  at  Dettingen, 


668,  679;  Conferences  at  Hanau, 
684 ;  receives  Prince  Karl,  689 ; 
projected  invasion  of  Alsace,  696  ; 
Austria  to  take  back  Silesia,  700 ; 
Treaty  of  Worms,  722;  French 
Treaty,  729 ;  threatened  with  in- 
vasion, 746 ;  litigation  with  Fried- 
rich about  Ost-Friesland,  755; 
rather  a  dear  morsel  for  England, 
iv.  40;  difficulties  in  HigMands 
and  the  Netheriands,  112,  125, 167; 
agreement  with  Friedrich,  156, 164, 
166, 167, 189  ;  the  Young  Pretender 
in  Edinburgh,  189,  190 ;  helps  the 
Dutch,  267 ;  hires  Bussian  troops, 
270,  274,  516 ;  Treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  277 ;  King  of  the  Bo- 
mans  Question,  460-462 ;  Privateer 
'Difficulties  with  Friedrich,  467; 
deaf  ear  to  Cameron's  Wife,  468  ; 
feels  that  war  with  France  is  in- 
evitable, 414  ;  refuses  the  French  a 
passage  through  Hanover,  v.  6 ; 
finds  no  help  in  Kur-Mainz,  9 ; 
anger  at  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
150  ;  disgraces  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville,  453;  his  sudden  death,  vi. 
141 ;  Smelfungus  on,  556 :  men- 
tioned also,  iv.  12 ;  vi.  134, 139. 

George  IIL  of  England,  ii.  108;  r. 
155  ;  becomes  King  of  England,  vi. 
142;  his  future  Wife,  173;  saves 
Queen  Matilda  of  Denmark,  539. 

George,  Duke,  of  Saxony,  i.  280. 

George  Friedrich  of  Culmbach,  i.  242, 
260,  281,  285  ;  goes  to  Preussen  to 
administer,  298. 

George  Ludwig,  Bishop  of  Liege,  ilL 
100.    See  Affair  of  Herstal. 

George,  Prince,  of  Hessen-Cassel,  iii. 
629,661. 

George  the  Pious,  of  Liegnitz,  iii  220. 
See  Culmbach. 

George  Wilhelm,  Tenth  Kurf  iirst,  help- 
less amid  the  hot  ashes  of  the 
Thirty-Years  War,  i.  326,  384. 

Gera  Bond,  the,  an  excellent  piece  of 
HohenzoUem  thrift,  i.  227,  299, 
862,  363;  U.  214;  the  Salzburg 
Protestants  at  Gera,  421;  Friedri<£ 
delayed  at,  506. 

Gerard,  translator  of  *  Dialogues  on 
Poland,'  vi.  498. 

Gerber,  ii  272,  287. 

Gerhard,  Engineer-Lieutenant,  vi.  809. 

Gerlach,  Beverend  Herr,  assists  Elap- 
pel  in  saving  Friedrich  from  be- 
trayal, vi.  226,  227,  229. 

Germahi,  St.,  at  Bossbach,  v.  199,  200, 
201, 207, 208;  rapacity  and  insubor- 
dination of  the  French  aimy,  228. 
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German  language,  the,  I  890 ;  Names, 
iv.  134,  204 ;  Nation,  the,  v.  208. 

Gersdorf,  Baron  von,  takes  the  water 
from  Arnold's  Mill,  vi.  608 ;  the 
King's  Judgment,  621 ;  Jud^ent 
reversed,  631. 

Gessler,  General,  at  Hohenfriedberg, 
iv.  148, 151 ;  sent  to  reinforce  the 
Old  Dessauer,  163,  211 :  mentioned 
also,  vi.  189. 

Geusau,  Anton  von,  at  Versaillee,  iii. 
238,  249. 

Geyler,  i.  353  n. 

Gibbon's  only  instructions  in  Ancient 
War,  V.  421. 

Gibraltar,  Spanish  siege  of,  IL  3,  9,  58. 

Gibson,  cited,  iv.  125  n. 

Giesebrecht,  cited,  vi  173  n. 

Gilge,  L  356. 

Ginkel,  General,  iL  280,  339,  435, 525  ; 
Dutch  Ambassador  to  King  Fried- 
rich,  iii.  421,  426. 

Gisors,  Comte  de,  killed  at  Cref eld,  v. 
812. 

Glasenapp,  Grenadiers  of,  iii.  285. 

Glatz,  ii.  437 ;  iii.  518 ;  captured  by 
General  Loudon,  vi  34-36. 

Glein,  Bailiff,  vi.  642. 

Glenbucket,  Laird  of,  iv.  468. 

Glenfinlas,  iv.  167. 

Glinde,  Albrecht,  i  213. 

Glogau,  iii  182, 195,  207 ;  capture  of, 
281. 

Glume,  ii  567. 

Gobel,  U.  423. 

Goethe,  i  23,  890 ;  ii  252 ;  his  Ser- 
mann  and  Dorothea,  428  ;  iii  246  ; 
V.  208 ;  a  boy  at  Frankfurt,  405 ; 
his  and  his  lathee's  interest  in  the 
battle  of  Bergen,  410;  his  recol- 
lection of  Gellert,  vi.  156 :  men- 
tioned also,  201  n.,  490,  522,  574, 
696;  cited,  157  n, 

Goldlein,  General,  iii.  308,  314,  815. 

Goltz,  Colonel  von,  accompanies  the 
King  to  Silesia,  iii.  174 ;  despatched 
to  Prince  Leopold  at  Glogau,  282  ; 
Bcalade  of  Glogau,  284,  287  ;  secret 
Treaty  of  Klein  -  Schnellendorf  , 
465,  468,  481 ;  shot  at  Prag,  v.  50. 

Goltz,  General,  under  Prince  of  Prus- 
sia, V.  121 ;  not  condemned  with 
him,  129;  defends  Landshut,  533, 
553  ;  chief  post  at  Neustadt,  633 ; 
retires  towards  Neisse,  634 ;  sum- 
moned by  Loudon  to  surrender,  635 ; 
stubbornly  repels  every  attack,  and 
reaches  his  destination,  636 ;  in  Si- 
lesia, vi.  80;  reinforced  to  look 
after  Loudon,  103, 131 ;  flings  him- 
self upon  his  task  in  a  way  pleasant 


to  look  at,  179,  180 ;  taken  w^ 
sudden  fever  and  dies,  183. 

GoltjE,  Kammerherr  von,  goes  to  F»- 
terebuig,vi260,261. 

Gompert,  i.  409. 

Gorts,  i  450. 

Gortz,  Eustace  von,  employed  liy  Fried- 
rich  in  the  Bavarian  busaneas,  vi 
574-577;  Minister  to  PeCeobiixg, 
663. 

Gorts,  General  von,  vi  574,  575. 

Gotha,  Sachsen-,  Duke  and  Doehes 
of,  visited  by  Friedrich,  v.  153, 
154;  brief  account  of  them,  165; 
letters  from  Friedrich  to  the 
Duchess,  156,  159,  540,  605,  €06; 
timber  cut  down  by  Beichs  Aimj, 
405 ;  Duchess  of,  visited  by  Fried* 
rich,  vi.S23 ;  her  death,  887  ;  leOer 
from  Friedrich,  324. 

Gottfried,  cited,  ii.  10  n. 

Gottsohed's,  Professor,  inter v  in wa  wiih 
Friedrich,  v.  179,  180 ;  hia  wife  a 
fine,  graceful,  loyal  creature,  180 ; 
181 ;  the  King  amused  at  his  con- 
ceit, vi  324  :  mentioned  also,  14% 
155,  156. 

Getter,  Count,  iii  149,  190 ;  Praposak 
to  Austria,  197,  264 ;  at  Bieslao, 
272;  at  Princess  Ulrique'a  Wed- 
ding, 737. 

Gottin,  Camp  of,  iii.  288,  405,  44L 

Gotze,  Kriegsrath  von,  iv.  485, 

Gotzinger,  Wilhelm  Lebrecht,  iv.  5S6il 

Gotzkowsky,  the  good  genius  of  Ber^ 
Un,  vi  91-96 ;  interview  with  Fried- 
rich about  payment  of  ransom, 
99 ;  at  Leipsig,  167,  170. 

Gough,  cited,  i  128  n. 

Grahame,  Colonel,  vi.  176. 

Grafigny,  Madame  de,  ii  598  n. ;  cited, 
iv.  263n. 

Grammont,  Duke  of,  iu.  673 ;  kilkd 
at  Fontenoy,  iv.  115, 124. 

Granaries,  Public,  iii.  10. 

Granby,  Lord,  at  Minden,  t.  453; 
leads  an  attack  at  WarbDig,  vi 
44  ;  his  portrait  by  Beynolds,  45 ; 
at  Yellinghausen,  199,  200;  cha- 
racter of  his  English  troope,  202- 
204 ;  at  Wilhehnsthal,  297;  Axnone- 
burg,  814,  315. 

Grand,  Le.    See  Grant 

Grant,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  Kolxn, 
V.  95  ;  at  Leobsehiitz,  634. 

Granville,  Earl.    See  Carterek 

Gratz,  Fortress  of,  ii  645. 

Graun,  the  Brothers,  ii  565  ;  iii  129. 

Graun,  the  Composer,  iii.  129. 

Graun,  Kammerffericht  Bath,  vi  619. 

Graveniti,  Countess,  and  the  Duke  of 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


mDKSL 


743 


,  Wfirtemberg,  ii.  282;  becoming 
much  of  a  Hecate,  235;  stowed 
away,  287,  846. 

<jrray*8  Elegy,  quoted  by  Wolfe  on  the 
night  preceding  Quebec,  v.  655. 

Great  Elector,  the.  See  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm. 

Gregg,  Captain,  vi.  462. 

Gregory,  8t,  of  Nazianzen,  i.  48. 

Gribeauval,  M. ;  Engineer  in  defence 
of  SchweidnitE,  vi.  301,  805-809. 

Griflet,  Father,  vi  464. 

Grimm,  yisits  Russia,  vi  528. 

Grinmitz,  Schloss  of,  i.  280. 

Groben,  Lieutenant,  ii.  408,  521. 

Groben,  President  von  der,  vi.  855. 

Gross,  Russian  Excellency,  iv.  858, 
862,  506,  507. 

Grotkau,  in  Silesia,  iii.  297,  426. 

Grumkow,  Baron,  i.  891,  412 ;  ii  24 ; 
a  cunning,  greedy-hearted,  long- 
headed fellow,  i  892 ;  sets  a  spy 
on  Creutz,  440';  challenged  by  the 
Old  Dessauer,  and  humbly  apolo- 
gises, 590;  introduces  Seckendorf 
to  Friedrich  Wilhehn,  594  ;  bribed 
by  the  Kaiser,  596,  605 ;  he  and 
Seckendorf  Black -Artists  of  the 
first  quality,  596;  how  they  'pos- 
sessed' Friedrich  Wilhelm;  604 ;  ii 
<)2,  88,  208 ;  skilful  manoeuvres  in 
the  Tobacdo-Parliament,  i  611 ;  ii. 
18,  50,  59,  82,  145,  160;  deputation 
to  the  Queen,  119,  125;  Cipher- 
Correspondence  with  Reiohenbach, 
128,  152,  165;  their  treachery 
brought  home  to  them,  and  denied, 
170;  an  intercepted  Letter,  200; 
Grumkow  interrogates  Friedrich  at 
Mittenwalde,  272 ;  becoming  almost 
too  victorious,  275,  281,  800 ;  if  the 
King  should  suddenly  die  on  us, 
283,  299;  Grumkow  visits  Fried- 
rich at  Ciistrin,  283,  801 ;  is  one  of 
the  Court-Mardal  to  try  him,  286 ; 
.correspondence  with  Friedrich,  806, 
888,  891,  392,  894,  480;  deputation 
to  Wilheknina,  810;  his  account 
of  the  King's  interview  with  Fried- 
rich at  Ciistrin,  884 ;  receives  a  pri- 
vate report  of  Friedrich  from  Schu- 
lenburg,  342 ;  introduces  Friedrich 
to  Wilhelmina,  366 ;  with  the  King 
at  his  visit  to  the  Kaiser,  438,  441, 
444;  visits  Wilhelmina,  450;  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Kaiser's 
Double-Marriage  project,  458 ;  last 
interviews  with  the  King  of  Poland, 
460,  475. 

•Griinberg,  Biirgermeister  of,  iii  177. 

Griise,  General,  iv.  191 ;  on  march  for 


Brandenburg,  198,  194;  joins  Ru- 
towski  in  Saxony,  210 ;  at  Kessels- 
dorf,  213,  214,  217. 

Gnasco,  General,  at  Siege  of  Dresden, 
Y.  516 ;  skilfully  defends  Schweid- 
nitz,  vi  801-810;  obliged  to  sur- 
render at  last,  and  dies  a  prisoner, 
310. 

Guarini,  Jesuit,  and  the  King  of  Po- 
land, iv.  91,  92,  556,  611.        * 

Guastalla,  Monsignore  di,  iii  851. 

Gudowitsh,  Adjutant,  vi.  260,  261. 

Guhrauer,  cited,- i  580  n. 

Guibert,  Colonel,  vi.  521,  528. 

Gnichard.    See  Quintus  loilius, 

Gumbrecht,  i  243. 

Gundling,  Jakob  Paul,  and  his  sublime 
long-eared  erudition,  i  616 ;  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm's  rough  sport  with 
him,  618 ;  quarrels  with  Fassmann, 
628;  strange  burial,  680:  men- 
tioned also,  vi.  599. 

Gustaf  Adolf,  the  great,  i  184,  825, 
826,  388,  884,  386 ;  iv.  283 ;  v.  196. 

Gustav  m.    See  Karl  Gustav. 

GustavIV.,  vi514n. 

Gutzmar,  Mayor  of  Breslau,  iii  211, 
214,  448,  452. 

Guyon,  Captain,  vi.  809. 

Habelbchwert,  Action  of,  iv.  68. 

Haoke's  wedding,  ii.  896 ;  his  advance- 
ment, 431, 435, 444, 688 ;  letter  from 
Friedrich,  482 ;  Friedrich's  regard 
for  him,  iii.  299 ;  at  Beraun,  iv.  25 ; 
in  attendance  of  Friedrich,  411. 

Haddick,  Gteneral,  in  Berlin,  v.  145, 
178,  182,  183;  defends  Torgau, 
878;  in  the  Lausitz,  424;  to  join 
with  Soltikof,  428;  attacked  by 
Friedrich,  448;  by  Finck,  529; 
dismissed  from  service,  544. 

Haddock,  Admkal,  iii.  620. 

Hagen,  Minister  von,  vi.  864. 

Hague,  Friedrich's  letters  at  the,  vi. 
552  n. 

Halifax,  Lord,  iv.  474. 

Hall,  Captain  of  the  Ship  *  Dartmouth,' 
vi.  524. 

Haller,  Dr.,  vi.  497,  602. 

Halle,  University  of,  i  870;  contro- 
versy with  Wolf,  622 ;  the  Salzburg 
Protestants  at,  ii  422. 

Hamann,  Custonihouse-clerk,  vi.  869. 

Hamebi,  i.  381. 

Hamersleben,  i  498. 

Hanau,  Conferences  at,  iii  684 ;  Belle- 
isle  at,  iv.  75. 

Hanover,  Electorate  of,  i  83 ;  Linden 
Avenue  at,  45 ;  Treaty  of,  566,  594, 
598 ;  our  Hanover  Sc^es  of  ELlngs, 
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11.  12;  King  George's  HanoYerian 
difficulties,  iii.  405,  475,  640 ;  Con- 
vention of,  iv.  156,  164,  167,  188, 
221 ;  litUe  profit  from  her  English 
honours,  522,  528. 

Hanway,  Sir  Jonas,  It.  812,  814,  867 ; 
cited,  813  n.;  iii  25  n. 

Hapsburg  E^aisers.    See  Rudolf. 

Haroourt,  Due  d',  iii.  561,  610. 

Hardenberg,  Prince,  vi.  655. 

Hardwicke,  Lord,  v.  71 ;  vi.  142, 146. 

Haren,  Van,  iii.  686. 

Harrach,  JCJount,  iv.  221,  227,  499. 

Harrington,  Lord,  ii.  58,  190;  iii.  51, 
88,  401 ;  tries  to  negotiate  peace, 
iv.  164. 

Harris,  Excellency,  vi.  551. 

Harsch,  General,  defends  Prag,  iv.  22, 
24;  obliged  to  surrender,  27;  to 
remain  near  Silesia,  v.  844,  846, 
850 ;  hurries  homewards,  877 ;  at- 
tacks Landshut,  582 ;  -with  Loudon 
at  capture  of  Glats,  vi.  85. 

Hartmann,  Herr  von,  iii.  846. 

Hartoff,  Herr  von,  ii.  93. 

Haslang,  iv.  97. 

Hassan-Bey,  in  the  Turkish  fleet,  vi.462. 

Hastenbeck,  Battle  of,  v.  127-129. 

Haude,  Bookseller,  and  the  Mercury 
newspaper,  iii.  18. 

Hautcharmoi,  General,  iv.  108,  104, 
127,  159. 

Havelberg,i.452;  ii.  424. 

Havre-de-Grace  attacked  by  Bodney, 
V.487. 

Hawke,  with  a  Channel  Fleet,  watches 
Yannes,  v.  437,  508,  510;  utterly 
ruins  Conflans's  fleet,  589-594. 

Hawley,  General,  iii.  680. 

Haxthausen,  Count,  Danish  Ambassa- 
dor at  Petersburg,  vi.  279. 

Hay,  Lord  Charles,  at  Fontenoy,  iv. 
118,  119  ;  quizzes  Lord  Loudon,  v. 
78. 

Heavy  Peg,  i.  197,  414. 

Hecht,  Prussian  Secretary,  iv.  486. 

Hedwig,  Grandmother  of  Peter  IIL,  vi 
255. 

Heffner,  Kapellmeister,  vi.  874. 

Heiden,  Colonel,  defends  Colberg,  v. 
842. 

Heidelberg  Protestants,  i  485. 

Heilbronn,  ii.  244. 

Heilsbronn,  i  104,  827  ;  ii  221. 

Heinrich  Friedrich  of  Schwedt,  Cousin 
of  Friedrich,  i  481,  482  n. ;  ii  499, 
524,  618,  616  ;  iii.  22. 

Heiden- Oefchickte,  cited,  ii  180  n.;  v. 
6  n. ;  vi.  14  n. 

Helvetius  arranges  an  Excise-system 
for  Prussia,  vi  868,  869. 


H^nault,  President,  iv.  25S. 

Henderson,  cited,  iii.  697  n.  ;  tr.C^f.T. 

Henkel,  Count,  at  Berlin  ;  saj^ervti 
the  Queen  Mother,  ilL  3(X 

Hennersdorf ,  i<^ght  of,  iv.  202-3(K. 

Hennert,  cited,  ii  560  n. 

Henri  XL,  iii  838.  I 

Henri,  Prince,  i  642 ;  with  the  Ea  1 
at  Aachen,  iii  603  ;  marches  upi 
Prag,  iv.  16;  at  Tabor,  45;  k 
battle  of  Hohenfriedbei:^,  148 :  r 
Pyrmont,  241;  Demon -Newswri- 
ter's  account  of,  418, 419 ;  at  baxr 
of  Prag,  V.  42,  43,  47,  50 ;  in  ns 
treat,  104,  107;  with  the  Eim:. 
129 ;  a  grudge  of  peculiar  inten^irr, 
182  ;  enters  Erfurt,  152  :  at  Gutba. 
154 ;  Friedrich^s  hi^h  opinion  of 
him,  156,  548;  slightly  wounded, 
211 ;  to  guard  Saxony,  226.  ^^S,  ] 
844;  visits  Wilhehnina,  29^;  is  | 
Tschopau,  811 ;  letter  from  Fried- 
rich, grieving  for  Wilhelmina,  31  o : 
secret  Paper  of  Directions,  314 :  tf 
Gross  Seidlitz,  345,  346  ;  suddailT 
posts  himself  on  the  heights  ci 
Gahmig,  847 ;  with  Friedridi  id 
Dresden,  349 ;  on  march  for  Ndase, 
875  ;  deq>atche8  Enobloch  to  desr 
Erfurt,  405 ;  swift  work  on  tbe 
Austrian  Magazines,  410-412 ;  con- 
gratulated  by  Friedrich,  417;  caQed 
away  from  Saxony,  424  ;  at  Baut- 
zen, looking  after  Loud<m.  and 
Haddick,  488;  at  Schmottseifoi, 
440 ;  hears  of  the  Eunersdorf  ds- 
aster,  495  ;  at  Sagan,  looking  after 
Daun,  582,  584 ;  makes  eztiaozdi- 
nary  exertions,  535 ;  moves  south- 
ward after  the  Austrian  Magasines, 
586 ;  march  of  fifty  hours,  from 
the  Landskron  to'  Hoyerswerda, 
544-547 ;  captures  Hoyerswerda, 
547  ;  ^  the  only  one  who  never  com- 
mitted a  mistake,'  548 ;  beautifully 
outmanoeuvres  Daun,  553  ;  defeats 
D'Ahrenbeig  at  Pretsch,  554 ;  ju- 
diciously pricks  into»Daun;  meet- 
ing with  Friedrich,  565 ;  ad-vises 
the  slow  and  sure  method,  566; 
threatening  to  resign,  637  ;  to  look 
after  the  Russians  and  Silesia,  ri. 
5 ;  cannot  see  his  way  to  attadc, 
7,  37;  correspondence  with  Fried- 
rich ;  mutual  dissatiBfaction,  38-41; 
makes  one  of  his  winged  marches, 
and  saves  Breslau,  50;  crosses 
Oder,  to  watoh  Soltikof ,  58 ;  out 
of  health  ;  nurses  himself  in  Bres- 
lau and  Glogau,  80;  letters  fnnn 
Friedrich ;  longing  for  his  letDtu^ 
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84,  85 ;  presents  his  horse  to  Gel- 
lert,  156,  251 ;  takes  charge  of 
Saxony  against  Daun,  182,  196; 
driven  into  straiter  quarters,  282 ; 
tiff  of  quarrel  with  Friedrich,  247- 
250;  Tmtes  to  Eichel,  248,  249; 
brilliant  successes  in  Saxony,  251 ; 
letters  from  Friedrich,  807 ;  at- 
tacked by  Stollberg  and  driyen 
from  Freyberg,  811 ;  defeats  Stoll- 
berg in  battle  of  Freyberg,  816 ; 
letter  to  Friedrich,  818;  from 
Friedrich,  329 ;  goes  home  to  re- 
cruit his  health,  822 ;  letter  from 
Friedrich,  829,  880 ;  Friedrich  for- 
bids him  the  offer  of  the  Polish 
Crown,  416  ;  with  Friedrich  at  the 
visit  of  Kaiser  Joseph,  488,  439 ; 
visits  his  Sister  the  Queen  of  Swe- 
den, 446,  470  ;  visits  the  Czarina ; 
sumptuous  entertainments  at  Pe- 
tersburg, 471-474;  Czarina  pro- 
poses the  dismemberment  of  Po- 
land, 474 ;  again  at  Petersburg, 
550 ;  in  the  Bavarian  War,  590 ; 
visits  Paris,  667 :  mentioned  also, 
iv.  286,  512,  611;  vi.  147  n.,  879, 
659,  678. 

Henri,  Prince,  the  King's  Nephew,  with 
him  at  Leipzig,  vi.  147;  Friediich's 
good  opinion  of  him,  879,  508. 

Henry  II.  of  England,  1. 103. 

Henry  VUI.,  i.  295. 

Henry  II.  of  France,  i.  268. 

Henry  IV.,  i.  809,  313. 

Henry  IV.,  Kaiser,  i.  87. 

Henry  VII.,  Luxemburg  Kaiser,  i.  146, 
191  ;  poisoned  in  sacramental  wine, 
147  ;  his  descendants,  161. 

Henry  the  Fowler,  beginning  of  Ger- 
man Kings,  i.  70 ;  his  six  Mark- 
graviates,  71 ;  a  valiant  Son  of 
Cosmos,  72  ;  iii.  887. 

Henry  the  Lion,  i.  92,  108. 

Henzi,  Conspirator,  of  Berne,  iv.  422. 

Hermann,  cited,  vi.  258  n. 

Hero-worship,  a  thrice-lamentable,  iv. 
11,  14. 

Herrenhausen,  i.  583. 

Hermhuth,  founded  by  Count  Zinzen- 
dorf,  iv.  199,  206. 

Hermstadt  burnt  by  Soltikof ,  v.  552. 

Herstal,^  ii.  626  ;  the  Affair  of,  iii.  84, 
92,  97. 

Hertzberg,  at  Congress  of  Huberts- 
burg,  vi  829 ;  with  Friedrich  in 
his  last  illness,  685,  691,  695  :  men- 
tioned also,  499,  560,  586,  594,  601, 
670. 

Hervey,  Lord,  ii.  90 ;  cited,  90  n. 
,  cited,  vi.  258  n. 


Hessen- Darmstadt,  Prince  of,  joins 
the  Beichs  Army,  v.  113. 

Hesse,  poor  old,  ii.  824. 

Hessian  troops  in  Scotland,  iv.  96  ;  in 
England,  529,  580. 

Heucking,  Colonel,  vi.  613. 

Heyde  defends  Colberg,  vi.  78,  86; 
thanks  from  the  King,  87 ;  third 
siege,  207-211 ;  utterly  starved  out, 
and  honourably  surrenders,  281-2. 

Heywood,  General,  at  Brussels,  iii.  660. 

Hierusalem,  Bev.  M.,  cited,  vi.  201  n. 

Hildburghausen,  Prince  of,  ii.  623; 
takes  command  of  Beichs  Army,  v. 
112;  Bossbach,  189,  190,  192,  205, 
206  ;  retreat  by  Naumburg ;  flings 
down  his  truncheon,  and  goes 
home,  207. 

Hildburghausen,  Duke  of,  v.  112. 

Hildebrand,  Pope,  i.  87. 

HUdebrandt,  cited,  iii.  82  n. 

Hildorf,  Kreis- Commissariat,  v.  219, 
221. 

Hille,  ii.  830,  332. 

Himmelstadt,  ii.  331. 

Hirsch,  the  Voltaire-Lawsuit,  iv.  336, 
857. 

History,  all,  an  imprisoned  Epic, 
Psalm  and  Prophecy,  i.  21 ;  fleeting 
rumours  of,  86  ;  use  of,  ii.  408. 

Mftory  qf  the  Seven-  Years  War  by 
the  Boyal  Staff  Officers,  cited  v. 
38n. 

Hoare,  cited,  v.  285  n. 

Hoadly,  Bishop,  iv.  469. 

Hocke,  Baron  von ;  deputation  from 
Grdnberg,  iii.  175. 

Hochkirch  and  its  environs,  v.  354 ; 
battle,  857-370;  Hochkirch  Church, 
873. 

Hochst^t,  i.  368. 

Hof,  i.  156  ;  ii.  506. 

HofEman,  Colonel,  killed  at  Dresden, 
V.  618. 

HofEmannswaldau,  Silesian  poet,  iii. 
171. 

Hofmann,  Brunswick  Envoy,  iv.  299. 

Hohenfriedberg,  iv.  136,  137;  battle 
of,  143-152. 

Hohenlohe,  Beich-Fiirst  von,  v.  58. 

Hohenstauffen  Dynasty,  1.  88 ;  tragic 
end  of  the,  i.  127,  129. 

Hohenzollems,  the,  i.  98  ;  Burggraves 
of  Nfimberg,  i.  104;  ii.  220;  a 
thrifty,  stedf ast,  clear-sighted  lino 
of  men,  i.  105,  126  ;  how  they  ob- 
tained Baireuth  and  Anspach,  125; 
Burggraviatemade  hereditary,  127; 
further  acquisitions,  152 ;  become 
connects  with  Brandenburg,  156, 
174 ;  become  Kurfiirsts,  195  ;  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


746 


INDEX. 


trast  between  gaidanee  and  no- 
guidanoe,  201 ;  not  worshipers  of 
Beelzebub,  208 ;  not  speckleas  par- 
agons of  all  the  virtues,  206 ;  prac- 
tical notions  of  Fairplay,  852  ;  the 
Twelve  Hohenxollem  Blectors,  877; 
National  Drill-sergeants,  414  ;  fine 
talent  for  annihilating  rubbish,  ii 
214 ;  Prussia's  debt  to  her  Hohen- 
sollem  Kings,  vi.  347.  See  Bran- 
denburg; PrujBsia. 

Holbach,  Baron  d*,  vi.  447. 

Holberg,  cited,  i.  270  n. 

Holdemess,  Lord,  making  for  Venice, 
iv.  39  :  mentioned  also,  v.  54. 

Holland,  a  Stadtholder  chosen  for,  iv. 
266,  267.    See  Dutch. 

HoUe,  cited,  i.  124  n. ;  iv.  466  n. 

Holstein,  i.  430,  439 ;  Holstein-Beck, 
Prince  of,  ii.  185;  accompanies 
Xing  Friedrich  into  Silesia,  iii. 
174;  at  Frankenstein,  290,  294, 296. 

Holstein-Plon,  J>uke  of,  vi.  146. 

Holstein,  Prince  George  of,  vi.  274. 

Holstein,  Prince  von,  at  siege  of  Dres- 
den, vi.  27, 30 ;  in  Battle  of  Toigau, 
118,  117,  123. 

Homer's  Hiad,  i.  22. 

Hompesch,  Baron  von,  i.  585. 

Hope  sometimes  a  godlike  thing,  v. 
282;  very  beautiful,  sometimes 
even  fallacious  hope,  626. 

Hopfgarten,  General,  and  his  compli- 
mentary balderdash,  ii.  212. 

Hoppe,  cited,  ii.  78  n. 

Hordt,  Colonel  of  the  Prussian  Free- 
Corps,  V.  60;  sharp  on  the  Cos- 
sacks, 810;  charge  of  baggage 
during  battle  of  Zomdorf,  324 ; 
taken  prisoner  to  Petersburg,  534  ; 
at  Petersburg,  vi.  269,  260,  266; 
hears  in  his  prison  of  the  accession 
of  Peter  III.,  267 ;  presented  at  Court, 
268, 269 ;  sees  the  deceased  Czarina 
lying  in  State,  272 ;  sups  with  the 
Czar,  273  ;  with  the  Czarina,  274  ; 
paid  off,  at  close  of  the  war,  328. 

Hormayr,  cited,  i.  146  n. ;  ii.  376  n.;  iii 
346  n.;  iv.  9n.;  v.  31n.;  vi.  311n. 

Horn,  cited,  i.  56  n. 

Homoi,  M.  d\  vi.  680. 

Horse  Artillery,  first  introduced  by 
Friedrich,  v.  418. 

Horst,  Minister  von  der,  vi.  864. 

Hotham,  Sir  Charles,  English  Envoy 
to  Prussia,  ii.  148 ;  welcomed  at 
Berlin,  146  ;  dinner  with  the  King 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  147;  his  De- 
spatches, 161;  Double -Marriage 
scheme  as  good  as  ended,  172, 174 ; 
amazing  interview  with  the  King, 


198-201 ;  no  choice  but  to  : 
home,  202. 

Howe,  Lord,  in  the  attack  on  Con- 
fians's  fleet,  V.  598. 

Hoym,  Graf  von,  ii  189. 

Hubertsbuig,  sacking  of,  vi.  157-161, 
829;  Congress  forpeaoe  heldat^  8S9- 
33L 

Hiibner,  cited,  i  74n.;  ii.  478  n.;  vi 
256  n. 

Hmaen,  at  Kolin,  y.  86,  9S,  94^  9S ; 
with  Prince  Henri  in  Bohemia, 
410 ;  with  D(dma,  against  tbe  Boa- 
sians,  427;  at  Zulliehau,  434; 
marches  into  Saxony,  553,  555; 
with  Friedrich  in  Saxony,  tI.  II, 
12;  assists  at  siege  of  Dreaden,  36 ; 
defeats  the  Beichsf <^  on  the  DSr- 
renbefg,  77 ;  hastens  to  the  aasist- 
ance  of  Berlin,  90 ;  returns  to  Sax- 
ony, 101;  with  Friedri<^  104; 
despatched  to  Leipsig,  to  olear  out 
the  Beichs  Army,  105,  106  ;  battle 
of  Torgau,  118,  116,  120 ;  getting 
into  bivouac,  125 ;  hears  renewed 
firing,  and  hastens  to  it,  tfaroogh 
the  darkness  of  night,  126-128 ;  his 
respect  for  Gellert,  150;  sends  r&> 
inforcements  to  Prince  Henri,  31^ 

Hungary  becomes  part  of  Austria,  i.234. 

Hungarian  Diet,  iiL  472. 

Hungarian  enthusiasm  for  Maria  The- 
resa, iv.  21. 

Hunger,  war  waged  by,  i.  837. 

Hunolstein,  cited,  vi.  684  n. 

Hubs,  John,  i.  186, 190 ;  iiL  677. 

Hussites,  iv.  52. 

Hyndford,  Lord,  at  Breslan,  ill  414, 
416,  421;  audience  with  King 
Friedrich,  417,  426;  again,  with 
Bobinson,  438 ;  atGross-NeondorC, 
466,463;  two  notes,  466;  interview 
with  Qoltz,  467 ;  meeting  at  Klein- 
Schnellendorf,  477;  at  Berlin^  490 ; 
Order  of  the  Thistie,  and  ^ver 
Dinner -Service,  585:  mentioned 
also,  279,  410,  554,  581 ;  It.  295. 

Hypocrites,  Sincere-,  i.  465. 

ICH  DIEN,  i  169. 

Ignon,  St,  General,  at  Torgao,  vi  114. 

Dgen,  i.  432  ;  ii  49 ;  iii.  53. 

Lnhof  defends  the  bridge  at  Bees,  v. 

.    d83n. 

India,  England  victorious  in,  v.  568. 

Indigence  made  human,  iii  11. 

Inf^e,  L',  chief  monster  of  chaoe,  vi 

342;  may  again  need  to  be  tied 

up,  343. 
Ingoldsby,  Brigadier,  at  Fontenqy,  ir. 

116.  . 
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IntellectB,   female,   i.   51;    the  best 

symptom  of  Intellect,  518 ;  uttered 

and  t^irattered  Intellect,  ii.  382; 

Intellect  and  Vulpinism,  457 ;  Iotb 

of  InteUect,  572. 
Ipses,  iy.  5. 
Italian  Liberty,  1.  148;   Italy  extin- 

guisbing  its   Protestantism,   266; 

ItaHan  War,  iii.  617. 
Itsig  of  Berlin,  vi.  96. 
Iwan,  Czar,  i.  457  ;  ii.  880 ;  ohildliood 

of,  iii  150,  251 ;  death,  258. 
Iwanowna.    See  Anne  of  Courlaad. 

Jaoobea  of  Baden,  i.  805. 

Jagemdorf ,  Duchy  of,  i.  285, 260,  285, 
299,  889,  858 ;  ii  437  ;  countiy,  iii 
171,  292. 

Jabnus,  Colonel,  death  of,  iy.  44. 

James  L  of  England,  i.  820,  829,  881. 

James  Sobieski  of  Poland,  i.  487. 

Jandun,  Buhan  de.    See  Duhan. 

Jaromirz,  Friedrioh  Wilhelm  at,  ii 
487 ;  D*Arget  sayes  Valori  from 
the  Pandours  at,  iy.  172. 

Jarriges,  M.,  a  Prussian  Judge,  iy.88d, 
851,  876. 

Jauemik,  iii.  557. 

Jean  Paul,  i  107. 

Jeets,  General,  at  Breslau,  iii.  215; 
cannot  take  Namslau,  219,  221 ; 
succeeds  at  last,  224;  siege  of 
Brieg,  224,  302. 

Jeffery,  Bookseller,  iy.  296  n. 

Jena  University,  iv.  307,  308. 

Jenkins,  Captain  Robert,  scandalous 
treatment  of,  by  the  Spaniards,  ii. 
825  ;  his  *  Ear'  reemerges,  and  pro- 
duces effects,  646,  674;  iii  115, 
119,  330,  335,  380 ;  iy.  277,  279, 
471;  Jenkins-Ear  Controversy  at 
last  settled,  yi.  333. 

Jennings,  Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marl- 
borough, yi.  656. 

Jerome's,  St.,  method  of  scripture  com- 
mentary, i.  47. 

Jericho,  one's,  apt  to  fall,  iii.  580. 

Jesuits,  i  304,  313,  319,  327,  329,  490, 
584  ;  ii.  688  ;  busy  in  Glatz,  yi  34; 
fanaticism  in  Poland,  410. 

J.  F.  S.,  Author  of  a  lAfe  cf  Bronmj 
cited,  iii.  185 n. ;  y.  112n. 

Joachim  Ernst,  Markpraf ,  i  828. 

Joachim  Friedrich,  Eighth  Eurfiirst, 
i  280,  290;  fairly  gets  hold  of 
Preussen,  299  ;  death,  301. 

Joachim  I.,  Kur-Brandenburg,  i.  222, 
224,  240 ;  his  character,  268 ;  his 
Protestant  Wife,  269 ;  death-bed, 
272. 

Joachim  IL,  Sixth  Eurfiirst,  i  274; 


abhorrence  of  chicanery,  278 ;"  ac- 
cident to  his  poor  Wife  in  the 
Schloss  of  Qrimnits,  280 ;  gets  Co- 
infeftment  in  Preussen,  281;  Herit- 
age-Brotherhood with  the  Duke  of 
Liegnite,  282;  stifC  debates  with 
King  Ferdinand,  285;  stanch  to 
the  great  cause  of  Protestanttsm, 
286  ;  on  good  terms  with  Karl  Y., 
288. 

Joachimsthal,  iy.  571. 

Joachimsthal  Oymnasium,  i  280,  291. 

Jobst  of  Mfthren,  i  165, 176,  180,  182, 
185. 

Johanna  Elizabeth,  Wife  of  Duke  of 
WOrtemberg,  ii  282 ;  steadily  re- 
fuses an  iniquitous  diyorce,  288. 

Johann  IL  Burggraf  of  Niimberg,  i 
156,  174. 

Johann  Friedrich  the  Hagnanimous 
taken  captiye  by  Karl  V.,  i.  276, 
278,  289  ;  u.  181 ;  y.  155  ;  his  Wife, 
i  295. 

Johann  George,  Elector  of  Saxony,  i 
886. 

Johann  George  of  Jagemdorf,  i  299, 
889 ;  iii.  171. 

Johann  George,  Seventh  Kurfurst,  i 
226,  298,  296;  Gera  Bond,  227; 
with  Karl  V.  at  the  siege  of  Wit- 
tenberg, 288 ;  a  prudent,  thrifty, 
just-minded  Herr,  290. 

Johann  EJng  of  Bohemia,  i  161,  164 ; 
death  on  the  field  of  Crecy,  168 ; 
iii.  170. 

Johann  of  Ciistrin,  i  287. 

Johann  of  Nepomuk,  i  177 ;  ii.  444. 

Johann  Sigismund,  Ninth  KurfOrst,  i 
299,  301;  interest  in  the  Cleve- 
Heritage,  302  ;  his  claims  disputed, 
805  ;  slaps  young  Pf  ahs-Neuburg's 
face,  316 ;  gets  possession  of  Prus- 
sia, 323. 

Johann  the  Alchemist,  i  214. 

Johannes  Cicero,  Fourth  Kurfiisst,  1. 
221. 

Johannes  of  Valencia,  i  248. 

Johannes  Parricida,  i  145. 

John  Cadmir,  King  of  Poland,  i  848 ; 
giyes-up  tiie  Homage  of  Preussen, 
349  ;  abdicates,  860  ;  ii.  462 ;  yi 
404 ;  his  valedictory  speech,  405, 
406. 

John,  St.,  Hospitallers  of,  i.  118 ;  ii. 
838. 

John  the  Steadfast,  Kur-Saohsen,  i 
289,  240. 

Johnson,  cited,  ii.  68  n. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  i  7,  51,  204,  411, 
473 ;  ii  109. 

Jomini,  cited,  v.  82  n. 
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Joitian,  GharleB  Etaenne,  ii.  666,  668, 
669  ;  gossipy  Letters  to  Friedrich, 
iii.  200,  327.  545 ;  iv.  281 :  men- 
tioned also,  iu.  11,  17,  27, 130,  204, 
298,  444,  536,  718. 

Jordens,  cited,  vi.  151  n. 

Jore,  Bookseller,  iv.  359. 

Joseph  L,  Kaiser,  iii.  171, 188. 

Joseph  XL,  Kaiser  ;  birth,  iii.  135 ;  a 
tiiriving  child,  472 ;  shown  to  the 
Hungarian  Diet^  474 ;  King  of  the 
Bomans,  iv.  460,  462  ;  vi.  888  ;  be- 
comes Kaiser,  888 ;  does  honour  to 
Schwerin's  memory,  v.  51 ;  pays 
Friedrich  a  friendly  visit  at  Neisse, 
Ti.  437-442 ;  receives  retum-yisit  at 
Neustadt;  Prince  de  Ligne's  ac- 
count, 448-458  ;  informed  that 
Friedrich  is  dying,  and  marches  on 
Brandenbuiig,  548 ;  visits  Paris,  and 
converses  with  D'Alembert,  561, 
662;  thinks  France  a  beautifully 
united  country,  563;  tries  to  get 
Bavaria,  565,  567 ;  bullies  Karl 
Theodor,  573 ;  writes  to  King  Fried- 
rich, 586 ;  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
690 ;  ingratiates  himself  with  the 
Csarina,  and  hopes  to  have  a  clear 
stage  for  his  ambition,  684,  635; 
a  grandly -attempting  man,  who 
could  succeed  in  nothing,  675, 676 : 
mentioned  also,  494,  542,  666. 

JtOich,  i.  295,  302,  847  ;  siege  of,  818 ; 
a  carpenter  of,  kidnapped,  685. 
See  Cleve. 

Julich  and  Berg.    See  Beiig-Julioh. 

Junius,  vi.  244  n. 

Justice,  love  of,  i.  406,  607 ;  ii.  824 ; 
persistence  in,  i.  408,  496 ;  ii.  382. 

Kahlbutz,  Colonel,  at  Tetschen,  iv. 
24. 

Kainardschi,  Peace  of,  vi.  476  n. 

Kaisers,  the  early,  i.  70,  87  ;  three  fu- 
tile Kaisers,  127;  a  new  Kaiser, 
180;  a  contested  Blectlon,  149; 
seven  Non-Hapeburg  Kaisers,  191. 

Kaiserwahl,  iii.  353. 

Kalkreuth,  Adjutant,  v.  548 ;  in  batUe 
of  Freyberg,  vi.  318-820. 

Kalkstein,  Baron  von,  kidnapped  at 
Warsaw,  i.  360,  464. 

Kalkstein,  Lieut-Colonel,  i.  444,  464. 

Kalkstein,  General,  iii.  289,  292,  295, 
362. 

Kaltenbom's,  Major,  account  of  King 
Friedrioh's  Reviews,  vi.  648,  545. 

Kamecke,  Fran  von,  i.  386 ;  letter 
from  the  King,  ii.  262;  defends 
Wilhelmina  frran  her  Father's  vio- 
lence, 268,  269. 


Kamens,  Abbey  of,  iii.  268. 

Kamken.    See  Kamecke. 

Kannegiesser,  ii  77, 78,  92,  103. 

Kant,  vi.  626. 

Kapp,  cited,  i.  260  n. 

Kappel  saves  Friedrich  from  betrayal 
to  the  Austrians,  vL  220-229. 

Karl  Albert,  Kur-Baiern,  iii.  138,  246. 
840;  protests  against  Pragmatic 
Sanction,  344;  treaty  with  Belle- 
isle  for  Kaisership,  355 ;  elected, 
859,  366,  522  ;  Unertl's  uitgent  ap- 
peal,  364 ;  public  declaration,  435; 
enters  Lins,  470 ;  dreams  of  aove* 
reignty,  476,  500,  509;  acraas  to 
Mannhftim,  512 ;  at  the  topgallmnt 
of  his  hopes,  622 ;  his  strangely- 
chequered  career,  523,  626  ;  Kaiser 
Karl  YIL,  527  ;  coronation  and  iH- 
neas,  528 ;  series  of  disa^ers,  642 ; 
Terror  on  Friedrich  making  peaee 
for  himself,  602 ;  D'Haroourt's  fa- 
tile  reinforcements,  610;  '*  Kaiser 
and  nothing,"  626 ;  retoms  to 
Miinchen,  632,  650 ;  takes  Bro^ 
in  hand,  and  flings  down  his  Pa- 
tent, 653 ;  hurries  back  to  Frank- 
furt, 657 ;  Conferences  at  Hanan, 
684 ;  become  tragical  to  ^link  of, 
691;  "Kaiser,  as  you  call  hhn," 
693  ;  gets  back  to  Miinchen,  iv.iO, 
74  ;  death,  79,  80 :  mentioned  also^ 
vi.  396. 

Karl  Alexander,  Duke  of  Wurtembeig^ 
iii  534. 

Karl  August  Christian  of  Zweibriidk, 
Heir  of  Bavaria,  vi.  571,  674  ;  glad 
to  resist  the  Austrian  encroadi- 
ments,577,  670,  671. 

Karl,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  it  380,  647, 
689. 

Karl,  Duke  of  Courland,  vi.  394. 

Karl  Edward,  of  Ost-FrieslaDd,  iii 
754. 

Karl  Eugen,  Prince  of  Wurtembeig. 
See  Wurtemberg. 

Karl,  Grand-Master  of  the  Knights  of 
St  John,  ii.  338. 

Karl  austaf  of  Sweden,  i  184;  war 
with  Poland,  348 ;  dream  of  a  new 
Goth  Empire  ;  death,  360. 

Karl  Gustav  IIL  becomes  King  of 
Sweden,  vi.  506;  tries  to  musile 
his  monster  of  a  Senate ;  and  gete 
killed,  514. 

Karl  IV.,  Kaiser,  i.  161,  164, 167, 192; 
iii.  170,  838 ;  buys  Brandenbing,  I 
172,  173. 

Karl  v..  Kaiser,  i.  234,  288,  262,  256, 
261,  284,  296  ;  ii.  216 ;  at  the  si<^ 
of  Mets,  268 ;  iii.  669 ;  his  Sister 
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married  to  Christian  II.  of  Den- 
nark,  ii.  269;  triumph  at  Miihl- 
berg,  275,  182;  his  haughty 
ways,  277;  reverses  and  abdica- 
tion, 279 ;  at  the  siege  of  Witten- 
berg, 288. 
Karl  VI.,  Kaiser,  i.  28,  871,  544,  557; 
ii.  440 ;  iii.  188 ;  his  feebly-viru- 
lent quarrel  with  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  i.  498 ;  a  fearful  affair, 
though  a  ludicrous  one,  500,  548, 
558,  573;  ii.  57;  converts  and 
marries  a  Protestant  Princess,  L 
546  ;  ii.  376  ;  his  Pragmatic  Sanc- 
tion in  favour  of  Maria  Theresa,  i. 
551 ;  ii.  59,  249,  890 ;  his  Ostend 
East-India  Company,  i.  555  ;  Con- 
gress of  Cambrai,  561 ;  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  565 ;  ii.  827 ;  sends  Seck- 
endorf  to  Berlin  to  snare  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  i.  598;  iL  59;  bribes 
Grumkow,  i  596;  high -sniffing 
contempt  for  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
598 ;  a  treacherous  bargain,  600 ; 
ii.  76 ;  Congress  of  Soissons,  57; 
suspends  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg, 
79;  a  visit  from  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, 433 ;  dreadful  doubts  about 
the  ceremonial,  484,  438 ;  uncere- 
monial  meetings,  444  ;  what  Fried- 
rich thought  of  his  Father's  visit, 
447 ;  attempt  to  resuscitate  the 
Double-Marriage,  452,  468 ;  inter- 
feres in  the  Polish  Election,  480 ; 
attacked  by  the  French,  488 ;  ap- 
plies to  the  Beich  for  help,  495 ; 
high  demands  on  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, 541;  second  Rhine -Cam- 
paign, 542  ;  the  damages  he  had  to 
pay,  548 ;  fallen-out  with  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  552;  declares  war  against 
the  Turks,  623  ;  disastrous  results, 
643  ;  shameful  Peace,  672  ;  a  Kai- 
ser much  beggared  and  disgraced, 
673  ;  his  orthodoxy,  iii.  188  ;  tries 
to  settle  the  Herstal  affair,  110 ; 
will  not  declare  for  England  against 
France,  118 ;  news  of  his  death 
reaches  Berlin,  130  ;  particulars  of 
.  his  last  illness,  132  ;  angry  contro- 
versy vrith  Karl  Albert,  526. 

Karl  Vn.,  Kaiser,  i.  157,  192.  See 
Karl  Albert. 

Karl,  Margraf ,  at  scalade  of  Glogau, 
iii.  284 ;  wounded  at  MoUwitz,  318; 
iv.  26  ;  in  Silesia,  104, 127  ;  a  bril- 
liant passage  of  arms,  129 ;  refuses 
Broglio  admission  to  the  Saxon 
Camp,  565 ;  to  guard  Silesia,  v. 
315  ;  at  Grussau,  345,  346 ;  march" 
ing  towards  Daun,  348 ;  meets  the 


King   at   Grossenhayn,    349 ;    in 
battle  of  Hoohkirch,  363,  366. 

Karl  Peter  Ulrich,  afterwards  Czar 
Peter  IH.,  iii.  734. 

Kari  Philip,  Kur-Pfalz,  i.  486;  ii. 
625 ;  vi.  570 ;  runs-off  with  James 
Sobieski's  Bride,  i.  487;  becomes 
Pfalz-Neuburg,  488;  tribulations 
of  the  Heidelberg  Protestants,  489 ; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  visit,  ii.  238, 
247 ;  his  Mistress,  345. 

Karl,  Prince,  iii.  507 ;  takes  command 
of  the  Austrian  Army,  510,  547, 
551;  advances  towards  Chrudim, 
560 ;  at  Chotusitz,  567,  578 ;  chases 
Broglio,  614;  besieges  Prag,  616, 
623 ;  off  to  meet  Maillebois,  628 ; 
at  Braunau,  644,  653 ;  Deggendorf  , 
656;  visits  George  II.  at  Hanau, 
689 ;  projected  invasion  of  Alsace, 
696;  marriage,  698;  his  Rhine 
campaign,  iv.  6 ;  the  acme  of  his 
life,  9,  13 ;  distracted  books  about 
him,  9  n. ;  hastens  to  relief  of  Prag, 
28;  recrosses  the  Rhine,  36;  fol- 
lows Friedrich  into  Bohemia,  42; 
having  pushed  his  enemy  over  the 
Elbe,  wishes  to  close  the  campaign, 
51;  his  Wife's  sad  death,  66; 
marches  against  Friedrich  in  Sile- 
sia, 106,  127,  131 ;  very  capable  of 
certainly,  and  also  of  doubt,  the 
wrong  way,  132;  Hohenfriedberg, 
142,  147,  149;  will  have  to  go, 
150;  beats  retreat,  151;  skill  in 
choosing  camps  and  positions,  154 ; 
at  Konigsgrittz,  155 ;  urged  to  try 
another  battle,  171 ;  advances  to- 
wards Friedrich,  180;  battle  of 
Sohr,  181-187 ;  tumultuous  retreat, 
185;  falls  back  to  Konigsgratz, 
188;  on  march  to  Brandenburg, 
193,  194;  quite  unaware  that 
Friedrich  has  got  ready  for  him, 
198, 200;  after  Hennersdorf ,  tumbles 
home  double-quick,  205 ;  hastens  to 
join  Rutowski,  206;  arrives  at 
Dresden,  but  does  nothing,  216; 
vanishes  into  Bohemia,  220 ;  takes 
command  in  defence  of  Prag,  v.  18, 
22,  23,  31 ;  attack  of  spasm,  41 ; 
frantic  efforts  to  prevent  defeat, 
44;  will  not  surrender,  77;  not 
very  broad  awake,  105,  106;  fol- 
lows the  Prince  of  Prussia,  120; 
bums  Zittau  to  ashes,  125;  sends 
Nadasti  to  attack  Winterfeld,  137 ; 
follows  Bevem  into  Silesia,  224; 
battle  of  Breslau,  227;  Breslau 
capitulates,  229,  230;  Council  of 
War :  will  go  out  to  meet  Fried- 
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rieh ;  and  finish  him,  287 ;  puiBed- 
up  with  high  thoughts,  239 ;  battle 
of  Lefuthen ;  Prince  Karl  and  Aus- 
tria fallen  from  their  high  hopes 
in  one  day,  241-255,  262 ;  relieved 
from  his  military  employments, 
268 ;  withdraws  to  his  government 
of  the  Netherlands,  264 ;  his  death, 
vi.  647,  648. 

Karl,  Tbeodor,  bargains  with  Austria 
to  give  up  his  suooession  to  Bava- 
ria, vi.  565 ;  a  poor,  idle,  egoistio 
creature,  569, 571 ;  legally  installed, 
572;  signs  the  Austrian  bargain, 
578 ;  and  remains  dead  to  the  mat- 
ter, 574,  576,  685,  670. 

Kaii  XIL  of  Sweden,  v.  551,  552; 
how  he  first  took  arms,  vi.  255. 
See  Charles  XU. 

Karl  XUL,vi.  514  n. 

Karbly,  General,  iv.  104. 

Kasebier,  a  celebrated  Pruaaian  thief, 
V.78. 

Kanoh,  Fran,  the  Berlin  literary  pro- 
digy, vi  606.  607  n. 

Katsbach,  the,  ii.  486. 

Katsch,  ii.  17. 

Katte,  Lieutenant^  ii.  29,  109 ;  a  dan- 
gerous companion  for  Friedrioh, 
115, 190,  206 ;  Wilhehnina's  Minia- 
ture, 206;  Friedrich*B  projected 
Flight,  209,  228,  228;  news  of  his 
Arrest,  260;  sends  Writing-desk 
and  money  to  the  Queen,  262; 
arrested,  268;  the  King's  ungo- 
vernable rage,  269,  271 ;  Katte  and 
the  Crown-Prince  to  be  tried  by 
Court-Hartial,  282;  Katte's  iron 
doom,  287 ;  piously  prepares  him- 
self to  die,  288 ;  last  words  with 
the  Prince,  and  death,  290. 

Katte,  Lieutenant-(}eneral  von,  ii.518, 
550;  iii  24,  45,  288. 

Katte,  Minister,  v.  444. 

Katte,  Rittmeister  von,  ii.  219,  228, 
225. 

Katholische  Klrohe,  iv.  888. 

Katsenellenbogen,  ii.  251. 

Katsler,  Colonel,  iv.  180 ;  at  Henners- 
dorf,  208. 

Kaufbeuem,  ii.  418. 

Kaunita-Rietberg,  Count  von,  iv.  276 ; 
greatest  of  Diplomatists,  280,  281, 
511,  512,  518;  Smelfungus's  esti- 
mate of  him,  462-464;  arranges 
Klinggrftf's  audience  with  the  Em- 
press, 542;  despatched  to  Prince 
Karl  at  Zittau,  v.  187 ;  snubs  Lord 
Bute,  vi.  298 ;  at  the  Interview  of 
the  Kaiser  with  Friedrich,  446, 
458;  discusses  with  Friedrioh  the 


BosBtan-Turk  war,  464-467;  hard- 
mouthed  negotiations  on  the  PdUsh 
Question,  475-478 ;  indignant  letter 
from  Maria  Theresa,  480;  intrignes 
and  bargains  to  get  Bavaria,  564, 
567-569,  582 ;  tries  to  moUify  Fried. 
rich,  584,  585 ;  his  fine  schemes  mil 
spoiled,  672:  mentioned  also,  t. 
271, 891, 615 ;  vi  487, 469,  494, 634. 

Kausler,  cited,  i.  S55n.;  lit  309  n.; 
Y.  82n.;  vi.  132  n. 

Kausler  von  Ludwig,  iii.  201 ;  SOerian 
Manifesto,  871. 

Kayseriing,  Russian  Ambassador  at 
Warsaw,  vL  895. 

Kehl,  ii  488. 

Keith,  Bzoellency,  entertains  Czar  Pla- 
ter, vi  269;  Minister  at  Dresden, 
586;  rescues  Queen  Matilda  from 
a  Danish  prison,  538,  539;  vifits 
Loid  Mariflchal,  539,  541. 

Keith,  General,  in  the  Russian  Ser- 
vice, at  the  siege  of  Ocsakow, 
ii.  622;  at  Stockholm,  iii  261; 
takes  service  with  Friedrich,  iv. 
270,  271;  much  esteemed  by  him, 
889,  390;  on  march  into  Saxony, 
550;  interviews  with  her  Piolish 
Majesty,  552,  553;  marches  to 
Aussig,  to  meet  tiie  AostrianSy 
563,  568 ;  joined  by  Friedrich,  570 ; 
before  Prag,  v.  25,  44,  56,  75,  76; 
skilful  retreat,  108;  with  tiie  King 
at  Bomstadt,  183;  march  to  Er- 
furt, 146;  RosBbaoh,  189, 190, 193; 
to  march  into  Bohemia,  226 ;  with 
Friedrich  at  siege  of  OhntitB,  293; 
294,  297,  807;  retreat  to  K&Ogs- 
gr&tz,  808;  prompt  enough  with 
his  stroke,  when  wanted,  309; 
Breslau,  315;  experience  of  Rua- 
sian  soldiering,  822 ;  joins  Ziethen 
in  Saxony,  846;  expostulates  with 
Friedrich  at  Hochkireh,  354 ;  has 
command  of  right  wing,  365; 
death,  365;  honourable  soldierV 
burial;  'a  noble  legacy;*  monn- 
ments  to  his  memory,  372-874; 
his  ancestry,  624. 

Keith,  Lieutenant,  ii  29,  189;  sta- 
tioned at  Wesel,  115, 190;  a  party 
to  Friedrich*s  projected  Flight 
225 ;  news  of  its  discovery  by  the 
King,  255 ;  escapes,  258,  264 ;  safe 
in  England,  265 ;  sentence,  287 ;  re- 
turns to  Prussia,  iii.  24;  receives 
a  present  from  the  King,  iv.  313, 
814 ;  in  the  Konig-Maupertoia  con- 
troversy, 426,  427. 

Keith,  Page,  ii.  226,  228;  will  get 
horses  for  Friedrich,  243;  attempted 
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flight  at  Steinfarth,  246 ;  oonfeflses 
all  to  the  King,  248 ;  packed  into 
the  Fufiileer  Regiment,  266:  men- 
tioned also,  ill.  26. 

Keith,  Sir  Bobert  Murray,  iv.  469, 
616;  vi.  200n.;  cited,  v.  873  n, 

Kelly,  0*,  with  Dann  at  Burkendorf, 
vi.  293-296. 

Kemeter,  ii  667. 

Kendal,  DucheeB  of,  i.  166,  631 ;  ii  13, 
161,  286. 

Kepler,  i.  321 ;  ul  470. 

Keppel,  in  the  attack  on  Conflans's 
fleet,  y.  692. 

Ker  of  Kerdand,  i.  680  n. 

Kesilitz,  Baron  von,  deputation  from 
Griinbeig,  iit  176. 

KettenbeU,  Herr,  iv.  301,  802, 

Kettlers,  the,  u.  363. 

KeyaerUng,  u.  470,  667,  604,  671 ;  iu. 
26,90,299;  iv.  281. 

Khan,  Thamas  Koul,  iv.  812. 

Khevenhiiller,  Oeneral,  fortifies  Vienna, 
iii.  471, 476 ;  collects  an  Army,  604 ; 
sweeps  S^^  back,  611 ;  takes  Linz, 
621 ;  master  of  nearly  all  Bavaria, 
611 ;  visits  King  George  at  Hanau, 
689 :  mentioned  also,  iv.  670. 

Kielmannsegge,  Graf  von,  ii.  637. 

King,  a,  without  the  trappings,  i.  3 ; 
Sham  Kingship,  8 ;  the  True  King, 
404,  409 ;  worth  of,  416 ;  an  Bco- 
nomist  King,  416 ;  a  Constitutional 
King,  682 ;  ii  12 ;  a  Working  King, 
i  682,  660 ;  an  Absolute  King,  607 ; 
a  Kingly  Fight  lost  to  the  world, 
ii.  90 ;  Modem  Kings,  690 ;  Kings 
cannot  steer  by  count  of  votes,  iii. 
5;  cannot  be  amiable  all  round, 
127;  a  George  U.  for  King,  438; 
unfortunate  and  guilty  Kings,  iv. 
40 ;  a  bom  King,  with  his  kingdom 
to  seek,  v.  68,  69 ;  Kings  trae  and 
false,  vi.  847,  348.  See  Sovereign- 
ties. 

Kingston,  Duchess  of,  vi.  446,  663. 

Kintore,  Earldom  of,  v.  624. 

Kirkman,  James,  the  Irish  Giant^  i 
678,  681 ;  ii  692. 

Kladrap,  ii.  489 ;  iv.  62. 

Klaproth,  Medicinal-Assessor,  iv.  311. 

Kleefeld,  General,  attacks  Torgau,  v. 
606,  621. 

Klein,  cited,  iv.  338  n. 
.  Klein-Schnellendorf,  secret  treaty  at, 
iu.  4Y9. 

Kleist,  General,  at  Brieg,  iu.  219,  221 ; 
summoned  from  Pommem,  v.  490. 

Kleist,  Colonel,  of  the  Green  Hussars, 
V.  413,  487 ;  at  Aussig,  669 ;  with 
Hulsen  on  the  Dtbrenberg,  vi.  77 ; 


pounces  upon  the  Duke  of  Wur- 
temberg,  105;  with  Friedrich  at 
Torgau,  113,  114,  116.  117;  with 
Prince  Henri,  196,  251;  tries  to 
relieve  Colberg,  230;  at  Freyberg, 
318 ;  attacks  the  Bohemian  maga- 
zines, 820;  seizes  Numberg,  821; 
paid  off  at  clo^  of  the  war,  828. 

Kleist's,  Major,  tragic  fate  at  Kuners- 
dorf,  V.  487;  death  and  soldier^s- 
funeral  at  Frankfurt,  488. 

Kleist,  von,  Engineer-Lieut^iant,  vi. 
309. 

Klinggraf ,  ii  369 ;  at  Conferences  of 
Hanau,  iii.  685 ;  iv.  639 ;  audience 
with  the  Empress  of  Austria,  641, 
642 ;  farther  question  from  Fried- 
rich,  543,  544. 

Klootz,  Anacharsis,  vi.  688. 

Kohler,  cited,  iu.  272  q. 

Kloss,  cited,  i  84  n. 

Kloster  Kampen,  Fight  of,  vi  136- 
189. 

Kloster-Zeven,  Convention  of,  v.  148- 
150;  renounced  by  England  and 
Hanover,  187. 

Kneeebeck,  cited,  v.  287  n. ;  vi  46  n. 

Knight,  Charles,  vi  586  n. 

Knobelsdorf,  ii.  509,  566,  669;  iii 
129;  iv.  245. 

Knobloch,  General,  at  Erfurt,  v.  406 ; 
attacking  the  Austrian  magazines, 
411 ;  drives  the  Croats  out  of  Bam- 
berg, 412 ;  tries  to  relieve  Colberg, 
vi.280. 

Knock,  Fort  of,  iv.  6. 

Knut,  ii  74. 

Knyphausen,  Baron  von,  ii.  60,  100, 
134,  163,  169,  276;  iv.  512,  525;  v. 
279. 

Kn3rphausen,  Madame,  iv.  318. 

Koch,  ii.  360. 

Koch,  cited,  v.  9  n. 

Kohler,  cited,  i  60  n.,  71  n.,  87  n., 
128n.,148,  210n.;  vi61n. 

Kolin,  Battle  of,  ii.  441 ;  v.  79-97. 

Kolitz,  ii.  628. 

Kollas,  Captain,  at  siege  of  Dresden, 
V.  514,  516,  518,  528. 

Koln,  Clement  August,  Kurfflrst  of,  ii. 
254,  854 ;  famed  old  City  of,  257. 

Koln,  Elector  of,  and  his  troops,  iv. 
49. 

Konig,  dispute  between  Madame  du 
Chfttelet  and,  iii.  77. 

Konigsberg,  i.  60,  116,  245,  355;  Uni- 
versity of,  254;  BiirgermelBter  of, 
seized  in  open  Hall,  860 ;  Stanislaus 
at,  ii  546 ;  homaging  at,  iii.  44. 

Konigseck,  Graf  von,  ii.  492;  with 
Prince  Karl,  iii  547 ;  at  Chotusitz, 
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572;  at  Dresden,  iv.  92;  in  the 
NetherlandB,  112;  at  Fontenoy, 
113;  ordered  to  Prag,  v.  16,  18; 
defeated  at  Beichenbui^,  19,  21, 

K5nig8mark,  Aurora  von,  iii.  502. 

Xonigsmark  tragedy,  the,  i.  84. 

Konig  visits  Maupertuis  about  his 
*  Law  of  Thrift,'  and  is  not  hand- 
somely received,  iv.  329-333 ;  pub- 
lishes his  strictures,  420,  421 ;  cor- 
respondence with  Maupertuis,  422 ; 
summoned  by  the  Berlin  Academy, 
424,  425 ;  resigns  his  Membership, 
427 ;  appeals  to  the  public,  428 ; 
cited,  421  n. 

Konopischt,  Camp  of,  iv.  45. 

Koppen,  Lieutenant,  i.  435. 

Korbach,  Fight  of,  vi.  41,  42. 

Korbita,  Action  of,  v.  629. 

Korf,  General,  iatroduces  Hordt  to  the 
Russian  Court,  vi.  268,  272 ;  great 
expectations  of  the  new  reign, 
270. 

Kosel,  iv.  105;  cited,  159  n. 

Koslin,  Town  in  Pommem,  iii.  44. 

Kreutzer,  Colonel,  at  Li^ge,  iii.  101. 

Kriele,  Johann  Ludwig,  on  Kuners- 
dorf,  V.  459,  467,  488,  487;  cited, 
457  n. 

Krocher,  Colonel,  ii.  211. 

Krockow,  commander  of  Prussian 
vanguard  at  Domstadtl,  v.  304, 
305;  recommends  the  French  Bx- 
cise-System  to  Friedrich,  vi.  368. 

Krusemark,  Colonel,  vi  223,  227. 

Kunersdorf ,  ii.  348 ;  battle  of,  v.  462- 
489;  description  of  the  country, 
465-468. 

Kunz  von  Kauff9ngen,  i.  217;  ii. 
213. 

Kuppisch,  Cess-Collector,  vL  609. 

Kur-Baiem,  the  young,  iv.  81,  97, 
100. 

Kurfursts  and  their  function,  i.  93; 
the  Twelve  Hohensollem,  377. 

Kur-Koln,  dances  with  Wilhelmina  at 
Frankfurt,  iii.  530. 

KuT-Mainz,  iii.  662,  693. 

Kur-Pfab,  iii.  354.    See  Philip. 

Kur-Sachsen,  protests  against  Prag- 
matic Sanction,  iii.  349;  helps 
Belleisle,  354;  King  of  Moravia, 
364 ;  Copartnery  witii  France  and 
Bavaria,  471,  500,  503,  514 ;  green 
diamond,  546 ;  resentment  against 
Friedrich,  548:  mentioned  also, 
265,272,277,340.  See  August  IIL 
of  Poland. 

Kurt,  ii  276. 

Kiister,  Army-Chaplain,  vi  168,  160, 
217,  221 ;  cited,  iii  26n, ;  vi  169  n. 


Eutsen,  dted,  v.  83  n. 

Eyan,  Qeneral,  takes  Bevem's  eon- 
mand,  and  retires  towards  Glogao, 
V.  229;  superseded  bj  Zietfasi, 
28L 

Lacbetblle,  dted,  i  5S8ii. 

Lacy,  Fieldmarshal,  ii  482,  543;  iii 
184 ;  commands  the  RasBiaii  Aimy, 
261 ;  at  Riga,  279 :  mentioned  alsDi 
iv.  270. 

Lacy,  Junior,  iii  184 ;  at  Hodikiidi, 
V.  358 ;  Keith's  chief -moomer,  372; 
message  to  Soltikof,  500;  uiges 
Dann,  569;  with  Daun  in  Saxan.7,vi 
5,  9, 12 ;  follows  Friediioh*s  msrc^ 
for  Silesia,  18 ;  vanishes  fioni  Uch- 
tenberg  at  Friedrich's  appnmch, 
19;  skirmish  of  horse  at  Oodan,  3S; 
hastily  quits  Godau,  23  ;  arrives  in 
Dresden,  24 ;  leaves  Dresden  to  its 
fate,  27  ;  with  Daun  attends  Fried- 
rich's  march  into  Silesia,  54-57 ;  at 
battle  of  Liegnits,  60,  64,  70 ;  joins 
with  the  Russians  to  seiae  Beriin, 
87  ;  flies  into  open  rage  at  Tottle- 
ben's  term»«f  capitulation,  92;  for 
three  days,  the  evil  genius  of  Ber- 
lin, 93 ;  off,  quidker  than  he  oame, 
at  Friedrich's  approach,  97 ;  with 
Daun  in  battle  of  Torgau,  115, 116, 
125, 128  ;  in  retreat,  129  ;  defeated 
at  Reichenbach,  802-304 ;  in  the 
Bavarian  War,  590, 592 :  mentioned 
also,  438,  439,  450,  455,  648. 

Lafayette,  prisoner  in  Olmuts,  v.  292 : 
mentioned  also,  vi  662,  679. 

Lally,  Count,  at  Fontenoy,  iv.  122 ;  at 
Madras,  v.  385 ;  nearly  the  moat 
unfortunate  and  worst-used  'man 
of  genius,*  563,  564. 

Lambert,  M.  de  St,  iv.  265,  285. 

Landshut)  iii.  491 ;  Protestants  of,  ir. 
158. 

Lange,  i  623 ;  iii.  203. 

Lange,  Major,  killed  at  Hochkircfa,  v. 
364. 

Langensalza,  Fight  of,  vi  161-164. 

Latin,  learning,  i  466.  See  Edncatian. 

Latour,  De,  iv.  140, 142. 

Latour,  Father,  chief  Jesuit,  iv.  25S. 

Lattorf  defends  Eosel,  v.  377. 

Lauffeld,  Battle  of,  iv.  249  n.,  266. 

Launay,  De,  head  of  the  Excise  de- 
partment, vi.  871,  874^  875,  692. 

Lausitz,  i  71,  74. 

Lautensack,  Prussian  Secretary,  iiiSSL 

Lauterburg,  Lines  of,  iv.  8. 

Laveaux,  Editor,  iv.  490 ;  cited,  iii 
18  n.,  82 ;  iv.  492  n. ;  vi.  875  n. 

Law,  the  Finance-Wisaid,  i  451, 586. 
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Law  Refonn,  iii.  13 ;  iv.  242, 243, 288- 
290 ;  omnipresence  of  Law,  168. 

Leoouvreur,  Adrienne,  ii.  36,  590. 

Ledlard,  oited,  ii.  81. 

Lee,  from  America,  at  Berlin,  vi.  557-60. 

Lefebvre,  M.,  Mining  Engineer  at 
siege  of  Schweidnitz,  vi.  301,  305- 
310;  writes  to  Formey  of  the 
meeting  of  Friedrich  and  Eaiser 
Joseph,  438-440 ;  in  a  fit  of  excite- 
ment destroys  himself,  441. 

Legge,  Ex-Exchequer,  iy.  294,  295  ;  v. 
109. 

Lehmann,  Dr.,  vi.  256  n. 

Lehwald,  iii.  569 ;  at  Habelsohwert, 
iv.  68 ;  at  Sohr,  186 ;  joins  the  Old 
Dessaner  at  Meissen,  211 ;  to  de- 
fend the  Baltic  parte,  v.  14,  111, 
117, 160, 161, 274 ;  resignation,  277 ; 
assisto  in  defending  Berlin,  vi.  89. 

Leibnitz,  cited,  i.  72  n. 

Leibnitz,  i.  33 ;  Leibnitzian  <  justifica- 
tion of  the  ways  of  Gk)d,*  37 ;  sage 
Leibnitz,  a  ratiierwcHAk  but  hugely 
ingenious  old  gentleman,  45,  46, 
50,  530 ;  Letter,  quoted  by  Konig, 
iv.  421. 

Leipe,  hamlet  near  Grotkau,  iii.  297. 

Leipzig,  ii.  212  ;  Treaty  of,  iv.  504 ; 
under  Prussian  military  contribu- 
tion, vi  167. 

Lentulus,  General,  iii.  267,  291,  295, 
296, 480 ;  vi.  213, 233,  447, 479, 642. 

Lentulus,  Lieut-Ck)lone1,  v.  131,  547. 

Lenz,  President,  of  East  Friesland,  v. 
283. 

Leo  X.,  Pope,  i.  223. 

Leon,  Herr  von,  i.  502. 

Leopold,  Archduke,  at  the  siege  of  JCl- 
lioh,  i.  313. 

Leopold,  Kaiser,  i.  58, 345, 358, 363, 544. 

Leopold,  King  Richard^  Duke  of 
Austria,  a  man  with  some  stuff  in 
him,  i.  109. 

Leopold  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  i.  30,  90, 
155,  368,  391,  482,  614,  623;  ii. 
435;  a  rugged  practical  man,  of 
dreadful  impetuosity,  L  892,  398  ; 
Fos's  Daughter,  398 ;  kills  a  Cou- 
sin of  hers  and  marries  her,  894  ; 
inventor  of  modem  military  tac- 
tics, 395 ;  ii.  314 ;  General  Field- 
marshal  of  the  Prussian  Armies, 
i.  396;  at  Blenheim;  Bridge  of 
Cassano  ;  Lines  of  Turin,  396  ;  ii. 
227 ;  at  the  Siege  of  Stralsund, 
436  ;  diallenges  Grumkow,  590  ; 
leaves  him  and  the  Court  in  dis- 
gust, 591 ;  at  King  August's  Camp 
of  Radewitz,  ii.  185 ;  takes  Mors 
Castle,  ^258;  favours  Friedrich  at 
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Cfistrin,  285,  300,  369 ;  assiste  in 
his  military  studies,  403;  sends 
King  Friedrich  Wilhehn  tall  re- 
cruits, 431 ;  the  Rhine  Campaign, 
4%,  519,  543 ;  visits  the  French 
Camp,  527 ;  with  the  King  at  Bel- 
gard,  661 ;  at  his  death,  688  ;  first 
interview  with  King  Friedrich, 
693 ;  curtly  reproved  by  him,  iii. 
153;  private  consultations,  263; 
congratulated  on  his  Son's  success, 
287 ;  takes  Camp  at  Gottin,  288 ; 
at  Brandenburg,  547 ;  meete  Fried- 
rich at  Chrudim,  550;  preferred 
before  Schwerin,  552 ;  neglect  of 
orders,  555 ;  sharp  bantering  of 
Walrave,  558 ;  takes  charge  of  the 
Silesian  Army,  iv.  64  ;  Friedrich's 
impatience,  66 ;  repels  Silesian  in- 
vasion, 66-69 ;  home  with  thanks, 
100 ;  just  lost  hiB  Wife,  101 ;  his 
sick  Daughter,  101 ;  takes  charge 
of  a  Camp  of  Observation  against 
Saxony,  106, 163,  164;  his  feu-de- 
joia  for  the  Victory  of  Sohr,  190, 
191 ;  home  for  the  Winter,  193, 
194 ;  new  preparations  for  Saxony, 
196,  197;  hard  words  from  the 
King,  197;  enters  Saxony,  207; 
marches  against  Rutowski,  210- 
213  ;  Victory  at  Kesaelsdorf,  218- 
216  ;  his  baUle-prayer,  214 ;  glori- 
ous  in  the  last  of  his  fields,  217, 
218;  conducte  the  King  over  the 
battle-field,  219 ;  death,  218. 

Leopold,  the  Young  Dessauer,  iii.  59 ; 
with  Friedrich  at  Strasburg,  62; 
on  the  road  to  Silesia,  174  ;  before 
Glogau,  207 ;  skilful  capture,  281 : 
joins  the  King  at  Schweidnitz,  289; 
crosses  Sorgau  Bridge,  296 ;  at 
MoUwitz,  313,  318,  328 ;  at  Bres- 
lau,  449;  in  the  Glatz  country, 
485,  515,  518;  at  Chrudim,  550, 
562  ;  on  march,  564  ;  at  Chotusitz, 
567  ;  on  march  to  Prag,  iv.  19 ;  to- 
wards Austria,  31 ;  quarrels  with 
Schwerin,  35  ;  is  for  keeping  hold 
of  Prag,  51 ;  near  Kolin,  51 ;  on 
retreat  towards  Silesia,  54  ;  in  Si- 
lesia, worn  down  with  gout,  69 ; 
left  to  command  in  Silesia,  188 ; 
watching  Prince  Karl,  193,  194; 
draws  out  his  forces,  197. 

Leopold,  Duke  of  Florence,  afterwards 
Kaiser,  vi.  388. 

Leopold,  Prince  of  Brunswick,  helps 
Miller  Arnold  to  justice,  vi.  611 ; 
gete  drowned  in  struggling  to  save 
others,  612. 

Lepel,  Major- General,  ii.  334. 
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iy.  172;  Tanentzien'B  chief 
clerk,  V.  400 ;  cited,  vi  62n. :  men- 
tioned  mlao,  yi.  51,  828. 

L*Sstoo,  Surgeon  to  Elisabeth  of  Bus- 
■la,  iiL  255. 

IiortwitB,  Oenenl,  snnendeTS  Bredau 
to  the  Austrians,  t.  229,  280 ;  with 
Friedrich  at  Torgan,  vL  126,  128. 

lieathen,  Battle of,1 10;  v.  288-260. 

Lewin,iL487. 

Lesdoi  Heath,  Camp  on,  iii  404, 606. 

Liberty,  Oauae  of,  iu.  407. 

lichteniaay  Grftfin  yon,  yi.  877. 

liohtenbeig,  i  272. 

LiobnowBki,  Col.,  at  Umddiut,  yi  14. 

Uotitengtem,  Graf  yon,  lodgea  King 
Friedrioh,iiL520. 

Lichtenetein,  Prince  yon,  IL  514, 640  ; 
iii.  466 ;  y.  81,  87 ;  cited,  81a. 

Ue,  a,  i.  12,  18 ;  galyaidwd,  252 ;  iii 
40.    See  Fiction,  Mendacity. 

lAebetadt,  reWew  at»  tii  44. 

Ueberiiiihn,  Dr.,  iy.  814,  882,  899. 

lidge,  Bishop  of,  ii  626. 

Xii^iu.97.    SeeAiEairof  Heratal. 

liiflgniti,  Duke  of,  i.  280,  242,  247 ; 
Heritage  •BrotiMrliood  with  Joa- 
chim, 282;  whtttcomes  of  it,  858 ; 
the  town  of,  ii  486. 

Uegniti  entered  by  Sohwerin,  Hi  206; 
Li^;nita,  yi.  60 ;  battle  of,  60-71. 

ligne.  Prince  de,  i  204 ;  iii  661 ;  his 
account  of  tlie  Battle  of  Leutiien, 
y.  252,  262 ;  in  Berlin,  yi  94 ;  at 
Bnikeradorf,  298 ;  hit  aoooont  of 
Friedrich*B  yiaii  to  KaiMr  JoMph, 
447-458 ;  yidto  Friedrich  at  Pote- 
dam,  648,  644 ;  hurrict  off  to  Pe- 
tenbnrg,  656 ;  cited,  yi  4i8n. 

Ugooier's  Dragoose,  ifi.  607. 

Ligonier,  iii.  660 ;  iy.  249  n.,  276. 

LiUe,  Abb6  de,  yi.  645. 

lindaner  of  Sangerhaoflen,  y.  220. 

Linden,  Major,  at  Knneredorf ,  y.  469, 
476. 

Lindeey'a,  Beyerend  Mr.,  Worka  on 
Poland,  yi.  898  n.,  492,  498. 

Linger,  ii  800. 

Liniwnbarth'B,  Caodidatoa,  intenriew 
with  Friedrich,  iy.  800,  810, 412. 

Lhkti,  i  820. 

Linz,  Karl  Albert  at,  iii.  470. 

Lippe-Btlckebuig,  Freemaeon,  ii.  685, 
641. 

lippe-Bfickeburg,  Ordnance  Master, 
yi  164  ;  entertains  a  seleot  dinner- 
party in  his  tent,  164,  165 ;  takes 
command  of  the  English  forces  in 
Portugal,  240-242. 

Lisbon,  Earthquake  of,  iy.  489. 

Literature,  romantic  appetite  for,  i 


618;  litmry  fnne,  629;  iL  570; 
Book-writing,  of  two  kinda,  i  €S4 ; 
ii.  642 ;  something  gimnder  tkaa 
all  literatures,  595;  Friediidi'b 
literary  attainments,  648.  See 
KewaiM4>er,  Beyiew-articlea. 

IJthnania,  ii  657. 

Lloyd,  Major-General,  iy.  67S,  580  n^ 
581,  562;  cited,  iii  511b.;  ir. 
678n.;  y.200,88n. 

Lobkowitis,  Prince,  joins  with  Giand- 
Doke  Frana  in  Bohemia,  iiL  507; 
at  Iglau,  641,  542 ;  at  WaidhofeB, 
544,  545;  near  FnnoDhtTg,  561, 
578 ;  takes  Leifennerita  fran  Ife 
French,  641 ;  to  wateh  Belleirie  at 
Prag,  641-648 ;  with  Prinoe  Kari 
at  Konigsgr&ts,  iy.  171,  172 ;  Hen- 
nersdorf ,  201 :  mentioned  afao^  iii 
654 ;  iy.  194, 

Loboslts,  Battie  of,  iy.  578-585w 

Locke,  ii  585. 

Logan,  SUesian  poet,  iii.  171. 

Loigle,  Marqnisde,  at  Strasfearg;  IB.  70. 

Longchamp,  Intendant»  iy.  326  ;  cited, 
286  n. 

Longchamp  et  Wagnidre,  eitad,  y. 
618n.;  yi.  582n. 

Loo,  Palace  of,  ii  631. 

L^ier^  M.,  iy.  85L 

Lorrame,  Leopold  Joseph,  Doke  of,  xL 
64 ;  Charles,  65  ;  Frana  Steplun. 
65,  805,889,  487,  549;  yiaits  FMs- 
dam,  895,  400 ;  at  KxA^  624 ;  end 
of  Turk  War,  672 ;  Kail  of,  66 ;  Lw- 
rahie  taken  by  the  French,  488, 548. 

LoBsow,  General  yon,  yi  544, 593. 

Lothar,  Kaiser,  ii  88,  92. 

Lottnm,  Count,  i  452. 

Lottum,  Colonel,  yi.  295. 

Loudon,  with  Fieldmaiahal  Browne, 
iy.  609;  near  Leitasfirita,  aaai^s 
the  Prussian  retreat,  y.  105,  106 ; 
attacked  by  Seidlita  in  Saxony. 
148;  '  Oommisskm  of  Major-Gcna- 
ral'  taken  by  Seidlita  in  Gotha, 
157,  168;  with  Dann  near  CM- 
mftta,  297.  299-801 ;  aitadca  and 
ruins  Mosd's  conyoy,  802-307:  at 
Holiti,  809;  captetiee  Pettx,  346; 
with  Dann  in  Saxony,  850 ;  Hodi- 
kireh,  855,  858,  876 ;  in  the  Lao- 
aita,  425;  to  join  with  Softikof, 
428-448  ;  arrires  at  Frankfurt,  but 
without  proyiskms,  460 ;  bttttle  of 
KunersdorE,  468,  468,  472,  478; 
ends  the  battle,  481, 489 ;  oontinnes 
with  Soltikof,  500,  588,  551 ;  may 
go  where  he  pleases;  dismal  march 
into  Morayia,  553 ;  to  haye  a  sepa- 
rate command,  and  anny  of  his 
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own,  629;  in  Silesia,  630,  682 
prepares  to  attack  Ooltz,  634 
beaten  off  in  every  attempt,  636 
threatens  Silesia,  yi  6,  7,  37, 
blockades  Glats,  8  ;  ruins  Fouqnet 
at  Landshnt,  13-15 ;  captures  Glats, 
84-86 ;  on  march  for  Breslau,  47  ; 
difficulties  with  Soltikof ,  48 ;  be- 
sieges  Breslau,  and  threatens  fu- 
riously, 49 ;  moves  off  at  approach 
of  Prince  Henri,  50;  joins  with 
Daun  and  Lacy  to  intercept  Fried- 
rioh,  56 ;  at  battte of  Liegniti,  60; 
tries  to  surprise  Friedrich,  and  is 
himself  surprised  at  the  reception 
hh  gets,  66 ;  behaves  magnificently 
in  liis  sudden  peril,  67 ;  sorely,  but 
not  dishonourably  beaten,  68 ;  to 
try  for  a  stroke  on  Koeel,  102 ;  but 
without  success,  131;  retires  to 
Bohemia,  to  prepare  for  a  new 
campaign,  180 ;  to  be  joined  bv  the 
Bussians,  and  re-conquer  Silesia, 
187;  skilfullyeffects  junction,  184, 
185 ;  gets  beforehand  with  Fried- 
rich  at  Eunsendorf,  186;  aston- 
ished at  his  Camp  of  Bunselwitz, 
188, 189 ;  earnestly  urges  Butturlin 
to  johi  him  in  attacking,  190; 
Butturlin  positively  refuses,  and 
returns  homewards,  192,  193 ;  he 
suddenly  pounces  upon  Schweid- 
nits,  and  captures  it  in  one  night, 
212-217 ;  gets  small  thanks  from 
Vienna,  218 ;  no  longer  to  com- 
mand in  chief,  288  ;  visits  Fried- 
rich  with  the  Kaiser,  488,  439; 
complimented  by  Friedrich,  454, 
455 ;  in  the  Bavarian  War,  590. 

I/mdon,  Lord,  commander  of  the 
forces  in  America,  v.  72,  73 ;  re- 
called, 286 ;  Oousin  to  the  Austrian 
Loudon,  286  n. 

Louisa  Amelia  of  Brunswick,  be- 
trothed, iii.  121. 

Louisa,  Old  Dessauer's  eldest  daugh- 
ter, iv.  101. 

Louisa  of  Nassau-Orange,  Wife  of  the 
Great  Kurfurst,  i  855,  358. 

Louisa  of  Prussia,  ii.  615. 

Louisa  Ulrique,  i.  449,  541.  See  Ul- 
lique. 

Louisburg,  in  Cape  Breton,  captured 
by  Amherst,  v.  312. 

Louis  Ferdinand,  i.  542  ;  ii.  687. 

Louis,  Fort,  ii.  502.   ^ 

Louis  XIV.,  i.  345,  353,  356,  357,  867, 
429,  490, 545 ;  death  of,  871 ;  bank- 
rupt condition  of,  431 :  mentioned 
also,  iii.  247,  338,  669  ;  iv.  258. 

Louis  XV.,  i.  157,  564,  566  ^  u.  478; 


changes  his  shirt,  iu.  237,  247 ;  a 
poor  demigod,  857 ;  lame  story  for 
himself  to  the  German  Diet,  682 : 
declares  War  against  Bngland  and 
Austria,  741 ;  in  the  Netherlands, 
iv.  5  ;  f aUs  ill  at  Metx,  10 ;  dis- 
misses Chftteauroux,  11 ;  recovers, 
14;  besieges  Freyburg,  86;  not 
much  taken  with  Voltaire,  37,  252, 
256 ;  hastens  to  Toumay,  118 ;  at 
Fontenoy,  121, 123 ;  help  to  Fried- 
rich impossible,  161;  evident  pique, 
162,  209 ;  v.  7,  586 ;  tiied  of  War, 
iv.  275 ;  deteimines  to  aid  Austria^ 
566,607. 

Louis  XVL,  vi  892. 

Lowendahl,  Lieutenant,  iv.  269. 

L5wen,  King  Friedrich  at,  iii.  823. 

Lubomirski,  Princess,  iv.  220,  222. 

Lucchesi  at  Breslau,  v.  287 ;  Leuthen, 
247,  252 ;  death,  254,  255. 

Luochesini,  Harcfaese,  vL  687, 651,  686. 

Lfiderita,  General,  iv.  588. 

Lttdwig  Eugen,  Prince,  of  Wiirtem- 
berg,iiL584,587. 

Ludwig  IV.,Bavarian  Kaiser,  i.  150, 1 92. 

Ludwig,  Bavarian  Kurfflrst  of  Bran- 
denburg, i.  159 ;  marries  Margaret 
MauUateke,  162;  wiU  not  be  turned 
out,  169 ;  retires  to  Bavaria  and 
the  Tyrol,  171. 

Ludwig,  Kanzler  von,  ii.  359. 

Ludwig,  King  of  Bavaria,  vi.  577. 

Ludwig,  KuifOrst,  the  Roman,  i.  171. 

Ludwig  Ohne  HoMt^  the  last  King  of 
Hungary,  i.  284,  288. 

Ludwig  Rudolf,  Duke  of  Brunswick- 
Wolfenbfittel,  it  877. 

Ludwig,  Prince,  of  Brunswick,  iv.  157; 
wounded  at  Sohr,  184 :  mentioned 
also,  V.  603. 

Ludwigsbuig,  ii.  282. 

Luiscius  of  the  One  Razor,  ii.  627. 

Luise,  Princess  of  Orange,  i.  52. 

Lusinsky,  General,  wiUi  Stolberg,  at 
Torgau,  v.  507. 

Luther,  i.  122,  220,  231,  271  n;  ii  212 
visited  by  Markgraf  George,  i 
237;  by  Hochmeister  Albert,  249 ; 
.  opinion  of  the  Teutsch  Ritters,  250; 
visited  by  Elisabeth  of  Branden* 
burg,  273 ;  his  Bible,  390;  Hymn, 
398  ;  at  Coburg  during  the  Diet  of 
Augsburg,  iL  216;  Luther  and 
Friedrich  the  Great,  in  essential 
agreement,  v.  58G :  mentioned  also^ 
vi.  149. 

Luttemberg,  Fight  of,  v.  384  n. 

Latzen,  ii.  213. 

Liitzow,  cited,  iv.  133  n. 

Luxemburg  Kaisers,  1. 146, 149. 
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Lyttelton,  George  (first  Lord),  in  Lor- 
raine, ii.  63;  at  Soiasons  during 
the  Congress,  66  ;  in  the  Ministry, 
68 ;  in  Opposition,  516 ;  iii.  758. 

Lynwr,  Count,  iii.  279  ;  Convention  of 
Kloster-Zeven,  v.  148-150:  men- 
tioned also,  Ti.  443. 

Lynch  Law,  vi.  485. 

IffAAfiEYK,  General  Borck  occupies,  iii 
106 

Maochiavel,  ii.  653. 

Mackenzie,  James,  iii.  752. 

Maokensie,  Sir  George,  iii.  752. 

Macmahon,  Father,  iv.  400. 

Macnamara,  Mr.,  vi.  554. 

Madras,  Lally's  siege  of,  v.  563. 

Magdeburg,  i.  138,  242,  338,  340,  354, 
408,493.  See  Christian  Wilhehn  of. 

Magdeburg,  Camp  of,  iv.  106. 

Magnetic  Mountains,  i.  532. 

Maguire,  at  Reichenberg,  t.  19,  21, 
122,  581 ;  besieges  Pirna,  846 ; 
chased  by  Prince  Henri,  411,  412  ; 
reenters  Saxony,  510;  Siege  of 
Dresden,  514;  successful  negotia- 
tions, 515-517 ;  broken  pledges, 
523 ;  besieged  in  Dresden  by  Fiied- 
rich,  vi.  26-33 ;  at  Freyberg,  317. 

Mahomet's  Koran,  v.  163. 

Mahlzahn.  Prussian  Minister,  iv.  486, 
500,  501,  554. 

Mailath,  cited,  iii.  138  n.,  475  n. 

Maillebois,  Marshal,  ii.  490 ;  marches 
to  relief  of  Prag,  iii.  625 ;  small 
reverence  for  the  Kaiser,  626 ;  in 
the  Middle-Rhine  countries,  iv.  71, 
75,  93 ;  sent  to  Italy,  94,  250 ;  at 
Soeaux,  259,  260 :  mentioned  also, 
iii.  458, 462, 476, 498, 608,  624,  630; 
iv.  190. 

Mailly,  Madame  de,  and  her  sisters, 
iii.  248. 

Maine,  Due  du,  iv.  258. 

Maine,  Ducheese  du,  iv.  257,  258. 

Mainz,  Archbishops  of,  i.  120,  131, 
148.    See  Albert  Archbishop  of. 

Mainz,  Kur-,  Chairman  of  the  Reichs 
Diet,  V.  9 ;  admonished  by  General 
Oldenburg,  61. 

Malmesbury,  Earl  of,  v.  284. 

Malosa,  M.,  at  Strasburg,  iii.  72. 

Malplaquet,  Battle  of,  i.  SO ;  bloodiest 
of  obstinate  fights,  368. 

Malton,  Lord,  iv.  312,  814. 

Malzahn.  Fi^ulein  von,  afterwards 
Madame  Milnnich,  iii.  253. 

Mann,  Sir  Horace,  vi.  143. 

Mannheim,  Karl  Philip  removes  his 
Court  to,  i.  495. 

Mannstein,  General,  arrests  Bieren,  iii. 


252 ;  in  Prussian  Service,  iv.  2d6 ; 
at  Potsdam,  396;  at  battle  of  Prag, 
V.  42,  50 ;  rash  mistake  at  Kolin, 
88,  89  ;  death,  105  ;  cited,  1  456 ; 
in.  252. 

Mansion-House,  the,  ii.  674. 

Manteufel  and  his  somewhat  imperti- 
nent letter  to>Friedrich,  iL  607. 

Manteufel,  General,  in  Pommem,  v. 
276 ;  battle  of  Zomdorf  ,  382 ;  ZiU- 
lichau,  433,  434. 

Marburg  and  its  Teutsch  Ritters,  i. 
122 ;  Wolf  finds  shelter  at,  634. 

Maxgaret  MauUasehs^  i.  162. 

Marheineke,  cited,  i.  240  n. 

Maria  Anna,  Archduchess,  Prince 
Kari*sWife,iv.  9, 14 ;  her  death,  66. 

Maria  Bleonora,  Wife  of  Alb^t  Fried- 
rich  of  Preussen,  i.  294,  298,  901. 

Maria  Theresa,  i.  15,  562,  568 ;  ii.  65, 
805 ;  rumour  of  Marriage  with 
Friedrich,  191,  374 ;  to  mtary  the 
Duke  of  Lorraine,  390;  at  her 
Father's  death,  iii.  135  ;  proclaimed 
Empress,  137;  refuses  Friedridi% 
Proposals,  199 ;  gets  monej  £pom 
England,  275,  402;  indigimt 
protest  against  Friedrich'a  seiz- 
ure of  Silesia,  342 ;  against  Kur- 
Sachsen,  355 ;  CoronatiaQ,  427 ; 
a  brave  young  Queen,  433 ; 
driven  to  dequiir,  468;  at  Pres- 
burg,  471 ;  "  Moriamur,**  mythical 
and  actuBJ,  472 ;  one  stroke  more 
for  Silesia,  554 ;  sorrowfol  smr- 
render,  581 ;  a  true  Sovereign 
Ruler,  645;  Queen  of  Bohemia, 
658;  triumphant  demands,  683, 
688,  691;  clutches  Bavaria  with 
uncommon  tightness,  690;  extz»- 
ordinary  Response  to  King  Louis's 
Declaration,  691 ;  high  conduct 
towards  the  Reich,  694:  Treaty 
of  Worms,  722;  her  indignation 
against  Friedrich,  and  undaunted 
resolution,  iv.  20;  again  appeals 
to  Hungary,  21 ;  will  have  the 
Bohemian  campaign  finished,  51 ; 
very  high  exultation  and  h<^)e,  61- 
63 ;  Silesian  Manifesto,  62 ;  a  fiaoe- 
to-faoe  glimpse;  interview  wHh 
Robinson,  165 ;  at  her  Husband's 
Coronation,  169,  170 ;  will  as  soon 
part  with  her  petticoat  as  Silesia ; 
her  opinion  of  Friedrich,  170; 
urges  Prince  Karl  to  fight  Fried- 
rich, 171 ;  a  third  and  fiercer  trial 
this  Winter,  193 ;  consents  to  peace, 
227 ;  goes  into  the  Italian  war. 
250;  protests  against  the  Treatr 
of  Ai^.la-Chapelle,  276,  277 ;  high 
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opinion  of  Kaunitz,  468,  511,  512 ; 
flattering  little  Notes  to  the  Pom- 
padour, 464,  511,  512;  still  hopes 
to  reconquer  Silesia,  498;  secret 
Treaty  with  Russia  and  Saxony, 
504,  505  ;  tries  to  deny  it,  511 ;  re- 
fuses to  aid  in  defence  of  Hanover, 
515  ;  joins  with  France,  524,  525  ; 
gives  audience  to  Elinggr&f ,  542  ; 
bent  on  relieving  Saxony,  566, 586  ; 
flings  open  her  Imperial  Studs, 
568  ;  courage  in  misfortune,  v.  56 ; 
new  order  of  Knighthood  in  honour 
of  Eolin,  98  ;  despatches  Eaunite 
to  urge  on  Prince  Karl,  186  ;  hears 
of  Leuthen,  268;  thought  to  be 
disposed  for  peace,  271 ;  substan- 
tial reasons  for  war,  391,  892; 
anti  -  Protestantism,  586 ;  urges 
Bussia  to  attack  Silesia,  680 ;  wel- 
comes Daun  back  to  Vienna,  vi. 
182;  signs  peace-proposals,  169; 
piqued  at  Loudon*s  secrecy  about 
Schweidnitz,  218;  consents  to  a 
separate  peace  between  France  and 
England,  235 ;  horror  at  Czar  Pe- 
ter's peace  with  Friedrich,  261; 
prayers  and  tears,  264;  grief  at 
her  husband's  death;  takes  her 
Son  Joseph  as  Coadjutor,  388; 
enmity  to  the  Czarina,  467,  475 ; 
indignant  letter  to  Kaunitz  on  the 
Partition  of  Poland,  480;  writes 
to  Friedrich,  593;  her  beautiful 
death,  638 :  mentioned  also,  iv. 
12  ;  vi.  454,  466,  563,  601. 

Marie- Antoine,  Electress  of  Saxony,  a 
bright  lady,  among  the  busiest  in 
the  world,  vi.  896 ;  left  with  the 
guardianship  of  her  son,  897 ;  cor- 
respondence with  King  Friedrich 
about  the  crown  of  Poland,  898- 
404;  visits  him  at  Berlin,  444; 
their  pleasant  correspondence,  444- 
446 ;  mterest  in  the  Bavarian-Suc- 
cession question,  578:  mentioned 
also,  538,  568,  565. 

Karie- Antoinette,  writes  to  her  sister, 
vi.  688. 

Marienburg,  i.  115, 158. 

Harischal  College,  Aberdeen,  v.  624. 

Marischal,  Lord,  iv.  271,  890 ;  sorrow 
for  his  brother's  death,  v.  873 ; 
an  excellent  cheery  old  soul ; 
honest  as  the  sunlight,  374 ;  sym- 
pathising letter  from  Friedrich, 
886;  visited  by  Maupertuis,  588; 
goes  to  Spain  on  diplomatic  mis- 
sion, 622-625 ;  calls  at  London  on 
his  way  to  look  after  the  Earldom 
of  Kintore,  624  ;  important  Spanish 


notices  to  Pitt,  625 ;  a  good  deal 
in  England,  vi.  206 ;  Cottage-villa 
near  &ins-Souci ;  later  epochs  of 
his  life,  882-385 ;  entertains  Con- 
way and  Keith,  537-548  ;  letter  to 
Keith,  540:   mentioned  also,  554, 
583  n. 
Markgrafs,  origin  of,  i.  78. 
Marlborough,  i.  30,  59,  311,  868,  396  ; 
his   dextrous   management,    871 ; 
how  the  English  treated  him,  372, 
545 ;  his  last  days,  ii.  227  :  men- 
tioned also,  iii.  609,  626  ;  v.  234. 
Marlborough,    Duchess   of,   iii    276, 

609 ;  V.  70. 
Marlborough,  Duke  of,  at  Koesfeld, 

v.888n. 
Marquart,  Captain,  noticed  by  Fried- 
rich, V.  550. 
Marschowitz,  Prince  Karl's  Camp  at, 

Iv.  47. 
Martin,  Conmiodore,  iii.  621 ;  v.  625. 
Marwitz,  Adjutant^at  Hochkirch,v.  852. 
Marwitz's,   General,  recollections   of 

King  Friedrich,  vi.  655-662. 
Marwitz,  Senior,  wounded  at  Mollwitz, 
iii.  528;  at  Neisse,  558 ;  his  death, 
iv.  67. 
Marwitz,    The    Demoiselles,    ii   583, 

534  ;  iu.  61,  528 ;  iv.  67. 
Mary,  Princess,  iii.  661. 
Masson,  Minister  von,  vi.  864. 
Matilda,  Queen  of  Denmark,  rescued 

by  Keith,  vi.  589. 
MoHnSes  du  Roi  de  Pruue,  an  impu- 
dent pamphlet  of  forgeries,  i.  203 ; 
the  author  identified,  v.  598-608. 
Matthews,  Admiral,  iii  621. 
Maud,  Empress,  i.  89. 
Mauduit)  Dissenter,  and  his  pamphlet 

on  the  German  War,  vi.  142-146. 
Maupertuis,  M.  de,  ii  688;  iii.  90, 
204 ;  his  Portrait;  invitation  from 
Friedrich,  15 ;  arrives  at  Weed, 
75  ;  quarrel  with  Madame  du  Ch6- 
telet,  76 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Moll* 
witz,  325;  letter  from  Voltaire, 
718 ;  Perpetual  President  of  the 
Berlin  Academy,  782;  quarrels 
with  Konig  for  questioning  his 
metaphysics,  iv.  829-333;  cannot 
help  Voltaire  '  in  a  bad  business,' 
888,  851 ;  jealous  of  his  favour 
with  the  King,  383 ;  Voltaire's  opi- 
nion of  him,  897  ;  flattered  by  La 
Beaumelle,  402 ;  indignant  corre- 
spondence with  Konijg,  452,  428; 
appeals  to  the  Berlin  Academy, 
428-427 ;  meroilessly  quizzed  by 
Voltairo;  Dr.  Akakia,  428,  433; 
threatens  him,  and  gets  his  reply 


Digitized  by 


v^oogle 


758 


INDEX. 


441,  443;  his  final  pilgrimings, 
ricknesses  and  death,  y.  587-58'J; 
his  character  defended  by  Fried- 
rich,  620-622/ 

Maurice,  Count,  ii  36. 

Maurepas,  iii.  701. 

Mauvillon,  Major,  on  the  character  of 
English  soldiers,  vi.  202-204 ;  his 
Prussian  statistics,  851 ;  cited,  i. 
442n.;  ii.  689n.;  iv.  167 n.;  v. 
128  n.,  151;  yi42n. 

Maximilian  L,  iii.  624,  526. 

Maximilian,  Kurfilrst  of  Baiem,  iii. 
524,  626. 

Max  Joseph,  Kurf  iirst  of  Baiem ; 
death  of,  Ti.  565. 

Max  Joseph,  first  King  of  Bavaria, 
vi.  677. 

MaswelPs  Brigade,  at  Warburg,  vi.  44. 

Mayer,  Colonel,  iv.  610 ;  in  Bohemia, 
V.  17,  18;  his  exploits  on  the 
Beich,  67-60;  death;  knighthood 
from  Wilhelmina,  60;  with  Fried- 
rich  in  Saxony,  146, 189 ;  Bossbaoh, 
199,  201,  207 ;  with  Prince  Henri 
guarding  Saxony,  293,  846,  847; 
Dresden,  379 ;  dies  of  fever ;  a 
man  of  considerable  genius  in  the 
sleepless  kind,  418. 

Mayer,  cited,  vi.  661  n. 

Mazis,  Du,  Engineer,  iv.  1 18. 

Meagher,  Chevalier,  iv.  651,  552. 

MeckePs,  Dr.,  great  skill  and  kindness 
to  Zimmermann,  vi.  498-600. 

Mecklenburg,  i.  96,  888,  489;  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  Friedrich's 
war-expenses,  v.  898 ;  unparalleled 
Duke  and  Duchess  of,  i.  455 ;  ii. 
186,  347  ;  iv.  298  ;  the  Duke's  mis- 
government  and  suspension,  ii.  78, 
100 ;  their  Daughter,  689,  676. 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  vi.  176  n. 

Meoklenbui^g-Streliti,  vi.  176  n. 

Meer,  Fight  of,  v.  388  n. 

Meinecke,  General,  v,  211. 

Meiningen,  Dowager  Duchess  of,  ii. 
862. 

Meissen,  Friedrich  and  Duke  of  Weis- 
senfels  at,  iv.  28. 

Melancthon,  vi.  149. 

Menckenius,  cited,  i.  120  n. 

Mendacity,  L  404,  466 ;  iii.  40,  419, 
478.    See  Lie. 

Menin,  iv.  6. 

Menon,  Father,  iv.  264. 

Mentxel,  cited,  i.  llOn. 

Mentzel,  Colone),  iii.  476,  512,  581, 
548,  696,  697  ;  death  of,  iv.  7. 

Menzel  and  the  Saxon  state-papers, 
iv.  486-488,  500-503,  642,  664. 

Mephistophelcs,  i.  644. 
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Meran,  i.  124. 

Mercy,  Graf  von,  ii.  492. 

Merit,  men  of,  iii.  28. 

Mirope,   triumphant 
Pky,  iii  660. 

Mesmes,  President  de,  iv.  25S. 

Mettrie,  La,  Azmy  Surgeon,  ir.  LSI; 
finds  refuge  with  Friedrich,  385- 
887,  892;  quiszes  Yoltaiits,  386; 
his  death,  899,  40U. 

Mets,  Siege  of,  i.  258 ;  iii  669 ;  Louis 
XY.  falls  ill  at,  iv.  10. 

Meuselwiti,  ii.  218. 

Meyen,  Kammer-Director,  vi.  S5S. 

Miohaells,  cited,  i  84  n.;  ir.  387  n.; 
v.  165n.;  vi  256. 

Michel,  Herr,  Secretary  of  LfgatJan, 
iv.  464,  465. 

Mignot,  Abb^  vi  580. 

Milan,  ii  490. 

miitair'Lejnhon,  i  144 n. ;  vi  62n. 

Military  tactics,  modem,  i  395  ;  mili- 
tary  studies,  ii.  408. 

mutary  Imtrwtums,  ftc,  Fiiedrioh% 
iii.  558n.;  v.  682. 

Miller  Arnold's  case,  vi  605-682 ;  the 
Sans-Sood  Miller,  629. 

Minden,  i  498 ;  ii.  417 ;  battie  of,  t. 
445-454. 

MffmeM^eTy  Manene^s,  i  129, 183. 

Minussi,  General,  takes  Paana,  iii 
'487  :  mentioned  also,  610,  6S4. 

Mirabeau,  i.  4,  8, 14 ;  his  Qrandfatlier, 
897;  Menarekie  JVkjijmmi^,  and 
advocacy  of  Free-Trade,  !▼.  371 ; 
xl  850,  861,  862;  sees  Friedridi, 
682;  carries  news  of  his  death, 
696;  eited,  i  4n.;  iii  598n.;  vi 
691 :  mentioned  also,  662,  674. 

Mirabeau,  M.  de,  v.  116, 143. 

Mirepoix,  Bishop  of,  ii.  590. 

Mirepoix,  L'Ane  de,  iii.  701. 

Mirow,  Karl  Ludwig  Friedrich,  Prmoe 
of,  ii  609,  614. 

Misnia,  i  71,  74. 

Mist,  cited,  ii.  58  n. 

Mistovoi,  King  of  the  Wends,  i  84, 85. 

MUbelehniung  of  Pt^ussen,  i  281. 

Mitchell,  Sir  Andrew,  iv.  537,  538, 
607 ;  in  consultation  with  Fried* 
rich,  548,  549;  urges  Friedridi*8 
cause,  V.  8 ;  personal  intimacy  and 
mutual  esteem,  107-109,  188,  688; 
quizses  Gottsched,  180;  at  Bm- 
lau,  269;  subsidy  tKBty,  ^S; 
burning  of  Dresden  suburbs,  879 ; 
his  account  of  Friedrich's  mardies, 
vi.  10,  11,  13,  17,  65 ;  at  seam  of 
Dresden,  27,  28,  80;  at  8ei<diau; 
bums  all  his  papers,  59 ;  battle  of 
LiQgnitz,  65, 70;  with  Friedri^  at 
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lieipsig,  147 ;  hU  respect  for  Gel- 
lert,  151,  152;  stroke  of  apoplexy 
on  hearing  of  the  English  defeo- 
tion,  825 ;  his  death,  887  ;  oited,  ▼. 
54 il;  vilOn.:  mentioned  also, 
540. 

Mitschepfal,  Lieutenant,  at  Qrotkau, 
iii.297. 

Mockranowski,  proposes  Prince  Henri 
as  King  of  Poland,  vi  416 ;  sent  to 
look  after  Bar,  428. 

Mocu,  Rittmeister  de,  in  Sangerhausen, 
▼.220. 

Hoesinska,  Princess,  iv.  552. 

Hohacs,  Battle  of,  L  284. 

Mollendorf,  carries  news  of  the  tIc- 
tories  of  Sohr,  iv.  190;  leads  an 
attack  at  Leuthen,  ▼.  258 ;  at  Hoch- 
kirch,  867,  369 ;  at  Liegnita,  ▼!.  68 ; 
tarns  the  tide  of  hatUe  in  Fried- 
rich's  favour  at  Torgau,  126-128 ;  at 
Bnrkersdorf ,  290-297 ;  cited,  245  n. 

MoUwitz,  Battie  of,  iii.  800,  829;  a 
signal-shot  among  the  Nations,  880, 
848. 

Montalembert,  urges  Sweden  and  Bus- 
sia  against  Friedrich,  ▼.  819,  485, 
486,  501,  587,  549,  552,  680;  vi. 
48,  58 ;  takes  credit  to  himself  for 
the  Lacy  vulture-swoop  on  Berlin, 
98,  100 ;  cited,  v.  276  n. ;  vi.  98  n. 

Montaaet  at  Leuthen,  v.  247 ;  watch- 
ing and  messaging  about,  485,  486. 

Montbail,  Dame  de,  i.  87,  885. 

Montcalm,  Marquis  de.  Commander  of 
Quebec,  v.  454,  560;  defeated  by 
Wolfe,  556;  letter  to  a  cousin  in 
France:  particulars  of  his  own  de- 
feat and  death,  and  the  coming 
revolt  of  America,  557-559. 

Montecuculi,  M.  de,  vi.  455. 

Montemar,  Duke  of,  ii.  491. 

Montenero,  Duke  of,  son-in-law  of  Ma- 
dame du  Chiitelet,  iii.  649. 

Montespan,  Madame  de,  iv.  258  n. 

Montesquieu,  ii.  148,  577 ;  iv.  237. 

Monthoiieu,  ii.  276. 

Montholon,  cited,  v.  209  n. ;  vi.  188  n. 

Montijos,  Excellency,  iii.  848;  hissump- 
tuosities,  418. 

Montmorency,  iii.  851. 

Moor,  Mr.,  death  of,  at  Carthagena, 
iii.  887. 

Moore,  Dr.,  L  6. 

Moravian  Foray,  iii.  588,  554. 

Moritz  of  Saxony,  i  266,  259, 276, 279 ; 
iL182. 

Merits.    See  Comte  de  Saxe. 

Merits  of  Dessau,  at  Kesselsdorf,  iv. 
216,  217 ;  in  Saxony,  660,  601  ;  at 
Eger,  on  march  for  Prag,  v.  17 ;  ill- 


luck  at  Prag,  45 ;  with  the  King  to 
meet  Daun,  80 ;  scene  with  the  ^ng 
at  battle  of  Kolin,  90,  92 ;  chaige 
of  the  retreat,  95,  104;  recalled, 
106 ;  in  the  Pima  country,  185, 146 ; 
Torgau,  160,  178;  Leuthen,  249; 
Feldmarschall ;  and  thanks  firom 
the  King,  256;  badly  wounded  at 
Hochkirch,  866:  mentioned  also, 
iv.  218  n.,  586. 

Mors,  ii.  257. 

Mortaigne,  v.  275  n. 

Mosel,  Colonel,  has  charge  of  convoy 
to  01miit8,v.  880;  cleverest  precau- 
tions and  dispositions,  802 ;  convoy 
attacked  and  ruined,  808-805;  made 
prisoner  at  Maxen,  576. 

Mosel,  General,  il.  263. 

Mosheim,  ii.  469 ;  cited,  ii.  470  n. 

Moyland,  little  Schloss  of,  iii  87. 

Miihlberg,  Gamp  of,  ii.  141,  180. 

Miihldorf ,  Fight  of,  150. 

Muller,  Chaplain,  and  Lieutenant 
Katte,  ii.  288 ;  waits  on  the  Crown- 
Prince,  295,  801. 

MiUler,  cited,  v.  190  n. 

Muller,  Johannes  von,  v.  612 ;  vi.  655. 

Muller,  Jungf er,  killed  in  Breslau,  vi« 
50  n. 

MfQler,  Lieutenant,  cited,  v.  849  n. 

Muncbausen  of  Hanover,  iv.  76. 

Miinchen  and  its  poor  Kaiser,  iv.  40* 

Mdnchhausen,  Baron,  iii.  7. 

Mfinchow,  President,  iL  284,  882. 

MunchowB,  the,  iii.  24,  59,  60,  278. 

Munnich,  u.  486, 517, 518, 547, 621, 648; 
iii  150;  arrests  Duke  Bieren,  252; 
supreme  in  Bussia,  254 ;  withdraws 
from  Court,  265;  sent*  to  Siberia, 
257;  at  Ocsakow,  v.  819,  828;  M&i- 
nich  and  Bieren  refuse  to  be  recon- 
ciled, vi.  269 ;  would  undertake  to 
save  Czar  Peter,  278;  his  praises  of 
Catharine,  281. 

Muy,  du.  Chevalier,  at  Warburg,  vL 
43  44. 

Mylius,  ii.  287 ;  cited,  iv.  808  n. 

Nachod,  ii  487. 

Nadasti,  in  Prince  KarPs  Rhine  Cam- 
paign, iv.  8,  9 ;  attacks  Tabor,  44 ; 
with  Prince  Karl  in  Silesia,  180, 
131, 138;  Hohenfriedberg,  142;  back 
into  Bohemia,  151,  158  ;  Sohr,  182, 
186 ;  on  maroh  with  Prince  Karl  to 
Brandenburg,  194 ;  with  Daun  at 
Kolin,  V.  87 ;  following  the  Prince 
of  Prussia,  122;  surprised  at  Os- 
trits,  188 ;  attacks  Winterfeld  at 
J&kelsbetg,  138 ;  besieges  Schweid- 
nitz,226;  at  Leuthen,  248;  receives 
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the  Prussian  attack,  249 ;  in  a  bad 
way,  250 ;  skilfully  covers  the  re- 
treat, 251 :  mentioned  also,  vi.  G49. 

Nadir  Shah,  ii.  673 ;  iv.  818. 

Nahorzan,  Camp  of,  iy.  157. 

Kamslau,  Pnifisian  siege  of,  iii.221, 224. 

Kanke,  cited,  i.  212  n. 

Nantes,  Edict  of,  i.  351, 885,  889. 

Napier,  General  Sir  Charles,  v.  682  n. 

Naples,  ii.  489. 

Napoleon,  contrast  between,  and  Fried- 
rich,  i.  9,  10,  19;  Napoleon  and 
Sham-Napoleon,  iii.  856;  Napo- 
leon's opinion  of  Bossbach,  v.  209 ; 
of  Leuthen,  265 ;  of  Prince  Henries 
Saxon  Campaign  of  1761,  vi.  182 ; 
Code  NapolSoHj  605:  mentioned 
also,  1.  94.  106,  268,  857 ;  iv.  897, 
417,  418,  686. 

Nassau,  General,  iv.  105;  on  march 
through  Bohemia,  81,  84;  seizes 
Kolin,  48,  50;  in  retreat  towards 
Silesia,  54;  despatched  to  relief  of 
Einsiedel,  58;  with  Friedrich  in 
Silesia,  132,  188,  158,  200. 

National  dry-rot,  i.  404;  Economics, 
405,  406;  Drill-sergeants,  414;  Na- 
tional Baptism,  iv.  238 ;  a  Nation*8 
diseases  and  fashions,  vi.  888. 

Natsmer,  Captain,  the  Prussian  He- 
cruiter,  ii.  16;  Natxmer  Junior  and 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  805. 

Nauen,  ii.  429. 

Needlewomen,  distressed,  iii.  11. 

Neipperg,  iii.  188,  235 ;  hastens  to  save 
Neisse,  291,  298,  296 ;  quits  Neisse, 
297;  at  Mollvritz,  800;  much  at  his 
ease,  806;  news  of  the  Prussian 
Army,  808:  battle,  315;  back  to 
Neisse,  328;  glad  to  be  quiescent, 
894 ;  marches  towards  Breelau,  447 ; 
then  to  Schweidnits,  but  again  re- 
tires, 454;  vigilant  manceuvering, 
455 ;  meeting  with  Friedrich  at 
Klein  •  Schnellendorf ,  480  ;  with- 
draws his  Army,  484 ;  joins  the 
Grand-Duke,  508;  not  a  Eugene, 
508 ;  at  Dettingen,  674. 

Neisse,  bombardment  of,  ilL  228 ;  pre- 
tended siege  of,  485. 

Neitsche,  Excise-Inspector,  v.  222. 

Nepomuk.    See  Johann  of. 

Neuch&tel,  iii.  98. 

Neumann,  Begierungs-Rath,  vi.  613. 

Neumark,  1.  92,  136,  181,  208,  212. 

Neustadt,  Prussian  Army  at,  iii.  294. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  iii.  686 ;  iv.  868, 
460, 461, 465-468, 476 ;  jealous  of  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  529-582 ;  in- 
fluence in  Parliament,  v.  8 ;  quite 
insecure,  63;  imbecility  and  futility, 


64, 71;  NewcasUe  and  the  Claek  ck' 
Tongues,  561 :  mentioned  alao<,  \i 
239. 

New  Era,  introduction  of,  iii.  20, 35,  S3\, 

Newspaper  editing,  i.  628  ;  newspm^fec 
rumour,  ii  427 ;  Russian  notioa  of 
Newspaper-editors,  vL  95,  96. 

Newton,  i.  530;  ii.  585;  Voltaire's  hi^ 
opinion  of,  vL  534. 

Nicholas,  Czar,  vi.  635  n. 

Nichols,  cited,  vL  143  n. 

Nioolai,  ii.  108,  296,  803  n.,  8S0;  ir. 
387;  his  account  of  La  Hetties 
death,  399,  400 ;  defence  of  Fii«d- 
rich,  414 ;  cited,  i.  55  n^  136  n. ;  iL 
111  n.,  303  n. ;  iii.  36  n.,  82  n.; 
iv.  246  n. ;  V.  179  n. 

Nikolai,  Professor,  of  Frankfort,  v.  4^ 

Nimburg,  ii  441. 

Nimwegen,  Peace  of,  357. 

Ninon  de  I'Enclos,  i  851. 

Nivemois,  Duo  de,  iv.  525,  526. 

Noailles,  Margchal,  ii.  492;  at  tfaeaiefe 
of  Philipsburg,  502 ;  at  Dettingei, 
669,  678;  prepared  for  the  worsS, 
684,  696 :  mentioned  also,  iii  656» 
657,660;  iv.  4,  10,  3G,  124. 

Noltenius,  i  507. 

Nordlingen,  ii.  418. 

Norris,  Admiral,  ii  265;  iii.  745, 

Norroy,  i  73. 

Noetitz,  General,  at  Kolin,  v.  di,  99; 
wounded  at  Leuthen,  241. 

Nova  Scotia,  iv.  472. 

Noverre,  M.,  Ballet  composer,  vi  449. 

Nugent,  General,  at  Siege  of  Dreaden, 
vi.31. 

NOmberg,  i  105;  ii  220,  420.  See 
Friedrich  Burgag^raf  of. 

NOssler,  ii  104,  359;  ui  295,  514; 
makes  survey  of  Silesia,  556;  setUea 
the  Silesian  Boundaries,  596 ;  suc- 
cessfully appeals  to  the  King  on 
behalf  of  his  ruined  nei^bours,  vi 
852-355 :  mentioned  also,  07. 

Obedience,  ii.  284. 

Oberg,  Baron  von,  ii  687,  668, 

Oberg,  General,  beaten  by  Soublae,  v. 
884. 

Obermayr,  Johann  Euchar  von,  ma- 
nages the  instalment  of  Karl  Thtch 
dor,  vi.  672. 

Oblique  Order,  the,  v.  242,  248. 

Obscenities,  hankering  for,  iv.  415. 

Obstinacy,  female,  iv.  166. 

Oczakow,  Siege  of,  ii  621. 

O'Donnell,  succeeds  Devilie,  v.  586. 

Oerzen,  General,  iv.  588. 

Ogilvy,  General,  defends  Prag,  iii  503 ; 
iv.  22,  24. 
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Ogle,  Sir  Chaloner,  in  the  Carthagena 

Expedition,  iii.  383,  886. 
Ohlau,  description  of,  iii.  218. 
Oldenburg,  General  yon,  enters  Erfurt, 

y.  61 ;  cited,  61  n. 
Oliya,  Demoiselle  d',  yi.  684. 
Oliya,  Peace  of,  i.  3o0. 
Ohniitz,  an  ancient  pleasant  little  city, 

y.  291 ;  besieged  by  Friedrich,  294- 

307. 
Opitz,  ^esian  poet,  iii.  171. 
(^peln,  i.  236,  286  ;  iii.  323. 
Oppeln,  Duke  of,  beheaded  at  Neisse, 

iii.  229. 
Opportunity,  miraculous,  iii.  41. 
Orange,  Princess  of,  i.  52 ;  Prince  of, 

husband  of  (George  n.'8  daughter, 

ii.  515,  529,    631,   634;   iU.  530; 

assists  Guichard,  y.  420;   Princi- 

palitir  of,  iii.  98. 
Oranienburg,  i.  358. 
Order  of  Merit,  Friedrich's,  iii.  8* 
Orlamiinde,  ii.  215. 
Orleans,  Begent  d',  i.  538, 562 ;  ii.  581, 

582;  iy.  268n. 
Orleans,  Duchess  of,  y.  200 ;  Duke  of, 

594. 
Orlich,   cited,   ii.   537  n.;  iii.   154  n., 

234  n.;  iy.  23n.;  y.  113  n. 
Orlof,  Alexei,  yi.   275,   277;  in  the 

Bussian-Turk  war,  461,  462. 
Orlof,  Gregory,  Czarina^s  loyer,  yi.  275, 

277,  278 ;  helps  in  the  murder  of 

Czar  Peter,  279,  281. 
Orseln,  Werner  von,  i.  168. 
Oizelska,  Countess,  ii.  26,33, 186, 187 ; 

iy.  229 
Osiander,  Dr.,  i.  249,  253. 
Osnabriick,  Ernst  August,  Bishop  of, 

i.  43 ;  u.  10 ;  hU  death,  78. 
Ostem,  Graf  yon,  iii.  662,  680. 
Ostend    East- India   Company,    Karl 

VL*8,  i.  555. 
Ostermann,  Bussian  Statesman,  iii.  254. 
Ost-Friesland,  Friedrich  takes  posses- 
sion of,  iii.  755. 
O'Sullivan,  iy.  189. 
Otho,  King  of  Greece,  yi.  577. 
Ottmachau,  Prussians  take,  iii  222. 
Otto,  Duke  of  Meran,  slain,  i.  124. 
Otto  IIL,  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  i. 

117. 
Otto  m.,  last  of  '  Saxon  Kaisers,'  i. 

78,  82. 
Otto  of  Stettin,  Duke,  Burial  of,  1. 213. 
Otto,  last  Bavarian  Elector  of  Bran- 
denburg, i.  172. 
Otto  with  the  Arrow,  i.  138. 
Ottocar,  King  of  Bohemia,    i.  116; 

scandalous  plight  before  Budolf  of 

Hapsburg,  132. 


Oxsnstiem,  i.  836. 

Palfy,  Count,  iii.  427,  473  ;  iy.  21. 

Pallandt,  General,  Friedrich's  sympa- 
thy for,  iii.  580. 

Palmbach,  General,  tries  to  get  Col- 
berg,  y.  342. 

Pandour,  iii.  268  n.,  290. 

Panin,  Grand-Duke  Paul's  tutor,  vi. 
275,  279. 

Panis-Briefe,  yi.  635  n. 

Pannewitz,  Colonel,  ii.  263. 

Panzendorf ,  i.  507. 

Panzem,  Widow,  iii.  324. 

Papistry,  i.  466,  496;  the  Catholic 
Bull  taken  by  the  tail  and  taught 
manners,  493;  a  Papist  conver- 
sion, 547;  absolution,  476.  See 
Popes.  • 

Pardubitz,  Pandours  try  to  get  into, 
iv.  48. 

P^bris,  Abb6,  iii.  249. 

Park,  cited,  ii.  667  n. 

Parliament,  reduced  to  its  simplest 
expression,  1.  608,  609 ;  Constitu- 
tional  Parliaments,  610;  English, 
612 ;  ii.  160,  360 ;  a  Female  Par- 
liament, 121 ;  a  compact  Parlia- 
ment, iii  12,  34 ;  Parliamentary 
Bleeping  dogs,  41,  373 ;  Mr.  Viner 
in,  369 ;  Ost-Friesland  Parliament 
reformed,  756. 

Pasoopol,  the,  iv.  570,  571. 

Passau,  Peace  of,  i.  258  ;  Karl  Albert 
gets  possession  of.  iii.  436. 

Pauli,  cited,  i.  84  n. ;  iv.  610  n. ;  v.  57  n. 

Paul,  Czarowitch,  ii.  443 ;  iv.  521 ; 
parentage,  vi.  257;  night  of  his 
father's  murder,  279,  367 ;  his  se- 
cond wife,  446,  550,  256  n.;  his 
first  wife,  521,  522 ;  visits  Berlin, 
550. 

Paulmy,  Marquis  de,  iv.  422. 

Pauw,  Cornelius  de,  vi.  638. 

Pedants,  learned,  i.  466,  616. 

Peitsch,  Professor,  vi.  155. 

Pellegrini,  Count  de,  vi.  455. 

Pelham,  iv.  275  ;  Pelham  Parliaments, 
v.  66,  71. 

Penalties,  i.  263. 

Penthi^vre,  Duo  de,  iv.  258,  n. 

Perry,  Alderman,  ii.  646. 

Pertz,  cited,  iii.  128  n. 

Perusa,  Karl  Albert's  Ambassador  at 
Vienna,  iii.  344,  346. 

Pesne's  Portraits,  i.  416,  446,  447  ;  ii. 
425 ;  at  Beinsberg,  563 ;  his  por- 
trait of  King  Friedrich,  iii.  549. 

Peter,  Czar,  i.  424,  583 ;  visits  Fried- 
rich  Wilhebn  at  Berlin,  450 ;  the 
strangest  mixture  of  heroic  virtue 
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and  bratLsh  Samoeidio  MTBgery, 
458 ;  at  Magdeburg,  465  ;  hiB  phy- 
Biognomj,  458 :  mentioned  also,  vL 
258,678. 

Peter  Federowitz,  Grand-Duke  of  Bna- 
•ia,  m.  784,  786  ;  ir.  516,  518,  521, 
522 ;  becomes  Peter  HI.  of  Russia, 
Ti  258»  254  ;  genealogy  and  tragi- 
cal career,  255-259 ;  udent  prote- 
sion  of  friendship  for  Friedrieh, 
268-270,  275;  tries  to  reoonoile 
Bieren  and  Mflnnioh,  269 ;  magna- 
nimous improTements,  271;  always 
in  a  plunge  of  hurries,  278 ;  fetches 
Colonel  Hordt  from  the  Czarina, 
274 ;  turning-point  in  his  history, 
275 ;  brutally  murdered,  279 ;  his 
funeral,  280. 

Petersburg,*  Treaty  o^  iv.  505 ;  reso- 
lution at,  to  reduce  the  House  of 
Brandenbuig  to  its  former  medio- 
crity, 509,  510,  517;  Hanbury 
Williams's  Treaty  signed  at,  iv. 
516 ;  Colonel  Hordt  released  from 
the  citadel  of,  at  the  accession  of 
F^ter  UL,  yi.  267;  presented  at 
Court,  268;  Bieren  and  Miinnich 
home  from  Siberia,  269;  Pastor 
B<i8(diing  assists  in  the  Homagmgs 
to  Peter  III.,  270 ;  Caarina  Eliza- 
beth lies  in  State,  272 ;  her  Fune- 
ral, 278 ;  Catharine's  Evening  Par- 
ties, 274 ;  plots  and  riots,  ending 
in  murder  of  the  Czar,  277-280; 
Prince  Henri  sumptuously  enter- 
tained by  the  Czarina,  471-474. 

Peter's,  St,  Church  at  Berlin  burnt 
down,  i.  177. 

Peterawalde,  Iy.  28. 

Petitot,  cited,  ii  489  n. 

Peubla,  Excellency,  iv.  502, 518. 

Peyran,  Dr.,  vi.  658. 

Peyssonnel,  cited,  vi  491. 

Pesay,  CampagnesdeMaUlebaiM^  cited, 
iii.  619n. 

Pezzl,  cited,  iv.  610  a. ;  vL  455  n. 

Pfalz,  Kur,  in  subsidy  of  France,  v. 
217. 

Pfalz-Neuburg,  Wolfgang  Wilhelm,  t 
804,  808;  claims  the  aeve-Heri- 
tage,  805,  814 ;  face  slapped,.816 ; 
conference  with  the  Great  Kur- 
furst,  847;  his  Grandson  Karl 
Philip,  488. 

Pfanner,  cited,  i.  81 7  n. 

Pfau,  General,  at  Kunersdorf,  v.  487. 

Pfeflel,  824  n. ;  dted,  i.  556  n. 

Pfitzner,  iti.  521. 

Philip  n.,  King  of  Spain,  iii  848. 

PhiHp,  Kur-Pfala,  iii.  512,  527,  727. 

Philip's,  Don,  claim  on  the  Milanese, 


iii  617 :  mentioiied  also,  fv.  2M» 
250, 269,  279  n.;  v.  682. 

Philip  of  Heesen,  il22, 128,  241,975; 
entrapped  by  Karl  Y.,  276. 

PhiUppina  Charlotte,  i  541 ;  li  812, 
466;  wedded  to  Karl  of  Bruns- 
wick, 880,  472 ;  their  Bona,  689. 

Philips,  the  English  Groom,  ii  684. 

Philip  Theodor,  Kur-Pfala,  iii.  727. 

Philipbuig,  Siege  of,  ii  498, 500 ;  iT.  6. 

Philhmore,  dted,  ii  68n. 

Phillips,  Captain,  in  battle  of  Mfml—, 
V.  451,  452. 

Piaoenza,  Battle  of,  iv.  251  n. 

Piast  Dukes,  the,  iii  169. 

Picard,  Voltaire's  servant,  It.  S44,  848. 

Piocolomini,  Graf  von,  defends  Btieg, 
iii.  862 :  mentioned  also,  iv.  566, 567. 

Pictures,  i  446,  447. 

Pierre,  Abb6  St,  iii  109. 

Pillau,ii820,660. 

Pine,  John,  the  English  EngisTer,  S. 
651. 

Pinto,  MajorGraf  von,  vi  689, 660,686. 

Pipin,  King,  iii.  97. 

Pireh,  Page  von,  at  si^ge  of  Scdnreid- 
nit2,vi80a,809n. 

Pitra,  Bookseller,  vi  267. 

Pitt,  William,  ii  676;  his  Ufe-ele- 
ment,  iii.  407 ;  iv.  278  ;  eyes  bent 
on  America,  478, 482, 498 ;  amdoiB 
to  treat  with  Friedrieh,  519 ;  flid 
one  hc^  of  England,  520 ;  tries 
to  help  Friedrich,  v.  8 ;  impatient 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  68,  64» 
71 ;  depth  of  sad  conviction  about 
England,  65 ;  his  speeches  foil  of 
genius,  65-69;  like  Friedrich,  a  bom 
King,  68,  69,  561 ;  stages  of  his 
course,  70-74 ;  thinks  America  may 
be  conquered  in  Germany,  151 ;  as- 
sists Friedrich  against  France,  188, 
218,  214 ;  subsidies,  279  ;  descent 
on  Bochefort,  285  ;  better  hopes  of 
America,  286,  812 ;  at  his  aenitfa 
in  public  reputation,  892;  sends 
Wolfe  against  Quebec,  456 ;  a  des- 
potic sovereign,  thou^  a  tempo- 
rary one,  492,  561 ;  resooxtjes  aad 
promptitttdes,  509;  reply  to  Ptf- 
liamentaiy  congratulations,  561; 
America  and  India  both  to  be  his, 
568;  important  ^[Mmish  noticns 
from  Lord  Marischal,  625;  in- 
creases Ferdinand's  army,  vi  41, 
140;  consequence  to  him  of  Geofge 
XL's  death,  142,  149;  his  peace- 
negotiations  with  Choisenl  sud- 
denly explode  into  war  with  ^vaiii, 
204-206, 885 ;  his  last  Cabinet  Com- 
cil,  287;  Bute's  shameful  peace, 
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826 ;  English  AmericA  dae  to  Pitt, 
834 ;  Friedrich's  esteem  for,  555 ; 
8meliimgii8*s  memonnda  on,  555, 
556. 

Pitt,  Mr.  at  Berlin,  tL  552,  558. 

Pittsbni^,  iy.  481  n. ;  taken  by  Forbes, 
T.882. 

Plantagenet  Kings,  Mother  of  onr,  i 
88  ;  their  family  name,  95  ;  worth 
to  England,  415. 

Plassenbnrg,  Castie  of,  i  107, 124, 280, 
260. 

Platen,  Adjatant  yon,  death  of,  y.  50. 

Platen,  General  yon,  ii.  661 ;  in  Hin- 
ter-Pommem,  y.  292,  810 ;  in  Po- 
land, 407;  despatched  after  But- 
terlin,  yi.  194 ;  marches  to  Golbeig, 
195,  210,  280. 

Plata,  ii.  480. 

Plauen  Canal,  iii.  781. 

Playfair,  cited,  y.  555  n. 

Flessmann,  PruBsian  Secretary,  iy.  486. 

Floeohke^  Friedrich's  Qoide  at  Moll- 
witz,  iii.  304. 

Plotho,  Baron  yon,  and  his  Belch's 
pleadings,  y.  10, 11, 116;  will  not  be 
seryed  with  Citatao,  184-6;  gathers 
documents  concerning  the  French 
inyaaion,  216,  228 ;  offers  peace  or 
war  to  the  Belch's  Princes,  yi  821. 

Plnnket,  Thomas,  y.  508. 

Podewils,  iii.  88,  58,  141,  417,  422, 
488,  488 ;  iy.  99, 107, 196,  207  ;  in- 
teryiew  with  D^Arget  at  Dresden, 
228;  cited,  iU.  645  n. 

Poet,  the  highest,  the  fittest  Historian, 
i.  22. 

Foictin^  y.  207. 

Poland,  edging  itself  into  the  terri- 
tories of  Prussia,  i.  209,  211 ;  Pol- 
ish Partition  of  Preussen,  212, 
850;  ii.  468 ;  an  < Aristooratio  Be- 
public,'  i.  294 ;  ii.  477,  480 ;  Pol- 
kh  Chiyaliy,  i.  851 ;  King  Au- 
gust's proposed  Partition  of,  ii. 
468 ;  a  Polish  Election,  480 ;  early 
troubles  in,  iii.  169 ;  Polish  Bepub- 
Uc,  anarchic  eyery  fibre  of  it,  y. 
407;  yi.  841,  404;  Partition  of, 
890 ;  Bulhidre's  History,  891,  892  ; 
Ifiepostcalam^  406  ;  Bight  of  Con- 
federation, 407 ;  little  or  no  national 
business  transacted,  408  ;  the  door- 
mat of  Bussia ;  feels  itself  to  be  in 
a  most  halcyon  condition,  409; 
Jesuit  fanaticism,  410 ;  the  Czarina 
thinks  to  do  something  handsome 
hi  regard  to  Poland,  411,  412; 
makes  Poniatowski  King,  418-418  ; 
Confederation  of  Badom,  419-422 ; 
of  Bar,  423-427 ;  last  glimiher  of 


Confederation  eztmguished,  429; 
a  specimen  of  each  class  hung  on  a 
tree,  480 ;  the  Polish  Patriots  i^ply 
to  the  Turks,  481 ;  two  Campaigns 
quite  finish  them  off,  488 ;  Austria 
takes  forcible  possession  of  Zips, 
468,  469 ;  the  Csarina  proposea  dis- 
memberment, 474 ;  Friedrich's  ne- 
gotiations thereupon,  476-478 ;  final 
agreement  between  the  Three  Par- 
titioning Powers,  479;  a  case  of 
Lynch  Law ;  upon  which  no  spoken 
word  of  approy id  or  apology  is  per- 
missible, 485-487 ;  early  condition 
of  Polish  Prussia,  487-489 ;  Lind- 
sey's  Letters  on,  491-498. 

Poland,  King  of.    See  August  IIL 

Poland,  Queen  of,  iy.  92 ;  tries  to  de- 
fend tibe  Dresden  Arohiyes,  558, 
554 ;  dyilities  and  difficulties  with 
Friedrioh ;  death,  609. 

Polaatnm,  Count,  iii.  501, 506, 588, 548« 

Polignao,  CanUnal  de,  iii.  249. 

Political  Economy,  iy.  870. 

Pdllnits,  cited,  i.  51  n.,  875  n. ;  ii  105  n. 

PdlhutB,  i  608,  614  ;  ii  624,  660, 680  ; 
iii  180,  417,  782 ;  receiyes  a  Ttati- 
monial,  748. 

Poncierania,  i  95,  218,  882,  448 ;  di- 
yided  by  Sweden,  846,  867. 

Pommem  Begipient,  the,  y.  284,  285, 
685,686;  yi.  121.* 

Pompadour,  i  166  ;  helps  Voltaire  to 
Court,  iy.  252 ;  becomes  indifferent 
to  him,  256 ;  compliments  to  Fried- 
rich  not  accepted  by  him,  812, 
511,  512;  flatteries  from  Maria 
Theresa,  464,  511,  512;  in  Com- 
mittee at  Babiole,  524,  525  ;  backs 
Austria  at  the  fVench  Court,  565, 
566 ;  enmity  to  Friedrich,  y.  6, 114, 
215,  271 ;  yery  fell  and  femhiine, 
891,  892 ;  her  death,  yi.  886. 

Poniatowski,  Andreas,  yi.  417. 

Poniatowski,  Casimir,  yi.  417. 

Poniatowski,  Joseph,  perished  fighting 
for  Napoleon,  yi.  417,  418:  men- 
tioned also,  498. 

Poniatowski,  Stanislaus,  at  Peters- 
burg, iy.  516;  yi.  258,  400;  be- 
comes King  of  Poland,  and  is 
crowned  without  loss  of  his  hair, 
411-418 ;  a  good  deal  of  gallantry 
on  his  hands,  420 ;  smnmons  Buft- 
sian  troops,  423, 428. 

Ponikau,  iv.  487. 

Pope,  ii.  585. 

Popes,  the  Ayignon,  i.  145,  147,  158; 
the  Pope  prays  for  a  good  quarrel 
among  the  Heretics,  ii.  97.  See  Boni- 
face, HUdebrand,  Leo  X.,  Papistry. 
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Popuh  Superstition,  or  creed  of  Incre- 
dibilities, yL  U2,  419. 

Porta,  Bi^tista,  i.  821  n. 

Porto-BeUo,  iU.  115,  SSI. 

Portugal  involved  in  the  Spanish- 
English  War,  vi.  240-243. 

Posadowsky,  Colonel,  ilL  45 ;  at  Bres- 
lau,  208,  210,  214 ;  at  MoUwitz, 
316 ;  in  the  Moravian  Foray,  644 ; 
on  march  from  Prag  towards  Aus- 
tria, iv.  31,  32. 

Potsdam  Giants,  Friedrioh  Wilhelm*s, 
i.  576 ;  iL  405 ;  their  last  service, 
692. 

Pottery- Apotheosis,  EngUsh,  of  Fried- 
rich,  V.  266. 

Pownal,  Qovemor  of  New  England, 
V.  562. 

Poynts,  Stephen,  it  58. 

Pradea,  Abb6  de,  iv.  408,  404,  438, 
489,  489,  493 ;  v.  265,  269. 

PrsBtorius,  General,  it  613 ;  account  of 
Friedrioh*s  new  Government,  iii  52. 

Prag,  i.  319,  336;  it  438,  442,  444; 
French  Scalade  of ,  iii  504 ;  Aus- 
trian Siege,  615,  622 ;  Siege  rused, 
628 ;  BeUeisle*s  retreat  from,  640 ; 
Austrian  preparations  for  resisting 
Prussian  siege  of,  iv.  21,  24 ;  taken 
by  Friedrich,  27;  left  under  Ein- 
siedel,  31,  52 ;  his  difficult  retreat 
from,  56;  BatUe  of,  v.  23-52; 
Siege  of,  74-78. 

Pragmatic  Sanction,  Karl  YL*b,  i. 
551 ;  ii.  59,  249,  329 ;  la  280,  821, 
340 ;  downbreak  of,  342,  851. 

Prasse,  Sieur,  iv.  507. 

Predestination,  ii.  278,  837. 

Presburg,  Maria  Theresa  at,  iii.  472 ; 
iv.  21. 

Pretender,  the  Young,  in  Edinburgh, 
iv.  189. 

Pretsch,  Action  of,  v.  554. 

Preuss,  a  meritoriously  exact  man,  i 
388  n.;  account  of  Friedrich's  do- 
mesticities, iv.  410,  413 ;  cited  in 
notes,  i  26 ;  ii.  6 ;  iii.  8,  55,  64, 
81 ;  iv.  129  ;  v.  6. 

Preuasen,  East,  taken  possession  of  by 
Bussia,  V.  272;  keeps  quiet,  and 
hopes  for  better  days,  318. 

Preussen.    See  Prussia. 

Pride  of  place,  the  last  thing  that  de- 
serts a  sinlung  house,  i.  246. 

Primogeniture,  Law  of,  i.  228,  290; 
11.214. 

Prinaen,  i.  432. 

Prinaenraub,  Little  Albert  of  the,  i.  807. 

Prince,  Mr.,  of  Boston,  cited,  iv.  125  n. 

Priort,  ii  458,  539. 

Prittwitz,  Captain,  saves  the  King  at 


Kunersdorf,    y.   482: 
also,  vi  689. 

Prittwitz,  Silesian  magnatp,  iii  4% 

Promethean  conquests,  i  24L 

Prometheus,  v.  688. 

Protestant  Befugees,  i  802,  351 ;  Pro- 
testant Germany,  826;  'enlight- 
ened Protestantism,'  887,  507 ;  the 
Heidelberg  Protestants,  485 ;  Birth- 
place of  Protestantifloi,  iL  212;  the 
Salabuig  Protestants,  317,  409; 
Protestant  sympatiiy  with  Fried- 
rich,  iv.  52,  158,  206;  Protest- 
antism,  v.  586.    See  Bef ormatioB. 

Prussia,  early  condition  of,  i  76;  a 
vehemently  Heathen  Country,  77; 
attempts  at  Conversioin,  78;  bron^ 
to  teims  by  the  Teatsch  BittesB,  118, 
157 ;  West- Preussen  cot  awaj  by 
the  Polish  sword,  211 ;  how  Esat- 
Preussen  came  into  the  HohcBiol- 
lem  Family,  244;  MUbeiehummf, 
281;  a  troublesome  Aristocracf, 
293 ;  tamed  down  by  Geinge  Fried- 
rich,  296  ;  poflooBsiona  in  tbe  Bhioe 
Country,  828,  847;  freed  fnim 
Homage  to  Poland,  349,  360;  in- 
vaded by  the  Swedes,  365 ;  King- 
dom of  Prussia  oontrastod  widi 
Westphalia,  869  (see  Friedrieh  L) ; 
dawning  of  a  new  day  for  FnuoMi 
401,  464 ;  Salsburg  Protestants  n* 
ii  415;  population  and  revenue,  iii 
36  n.;  preparedness  for  War,  iv.  8 ; 
discipline  in  storm  of  battle,  146, 
183,  580;  devoutness of  heart,  206, 
283 ;  Prussia  during  ten  yen  of 
peace,  237,  869,  871 ;  the  Nation 
of  Teutschland,  289;  Pmasian 
Free-Corps,  610;  FtnsBia  to  be 
divided  amongst  the  Great  Powers, 
V.  4 ;  resources  to  meet  the  genersl 
attack;  miUtias,  277,  306;  noble 
conduct  of  young  recruits  at  Bom- 
stadtl,  805 ;  Prussian  loyalty  to- 
wards the  King,  306 ;  sarroimded 
by  enemies,  892;  army  heooming 
exhausted,  898;  exchequer  ditto, 
897 ;  Prussian  expenditure  of  life 
on  the  Seven- Years  War,  vi  8S1 ; 
Fire-Bsptism,  and  rank  aanong 
the  Nations,  382,  888 ;  the  Proasum 
Clio,  345;  what  Prussia  cnves  to 
its  Hohenaollem  Kings,  346,  347 ; 
ruined  condition  at  dose  of  the 
war,  352-364;  dissatisfaotian  at 
Friedridh's  Szoise-syrtem,  369-375 ; 
acquisition  of  West-Preussen,  477- 
j479,  489.  490.    See  Brandenbing. 

Prussia,  Pnnoe  of.  See  August  WH- 
hehn. 
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Pablic  Opinioxii  iii.  5. 

Puckler,  Beiohsgraf,  and  Colonel 
Mayer,  v.  58. 

Pufendorf,  cited,  i.  317  n.,  358  n. 

Pulawski,  Fort,  in  Charleston  Har- 
bour, vl.  426. 

Pnlswskis,  the  Polish,  and  their  efforts 
for  Freedom,  yi.  426 ;  defence  of 
Cloister  Czenstochow,  427,  428. 

Flitter,  cited,  i.  494  n. 

Patter,  Professor,  talks  ^th  King 
Friedrich,  vi.  823,  824. 

Pattkammer,  General,  escorts  cohvoy, 
▼.  122 ;  killed  at  Kunersdorf,  481. 

Pytheas,  i.  67,  77. 

QUADI,  the,  iii.  167. 

Quadt,  Colonel,  assists  in  losing  Glatz, 
vi.  84,  85. 

Qnandt,  preaches  before  King  Fried- 
rich,  iii.  45. 
'  Quanta,  the  Saxon   Flute-player,  ii. 
108  ;  iv.  241, 291 ;  his  death,  vi.  549. 

Quebec,  besieged  by  General  Wolfe,  v. 
454,  456  ;  captiured,  555-567  ;  deci- 
sion that  America  is  to  be  English 
and  not  French,  560. 

Quedlinburg,  iii.  48. 

Queen  Mother.    See  Sophie  Dorothee. 

Queen  Bezant.  See  Elizabeth  Chris- 
tina of  Brunswick-Bevem. 

Queen  of  France,  Stanislaus's  daughter 
becomes,  ii.  478,  482 ;  iii  240,  242. 

Queens,  the  average  of,  ii.  615. 

Quintus  IciliuB,  otherwise  Guichard, 
V.  60 ;  with  Friedrich  at  Breslau, 
269 ;  how  he  got  his  new  name, 
418,  419 ;  sketch  of  his  career,  420, 
421 ;  vi.  12 ;  at  siege  of  Dresden, 
28;  in  Leipzig,  106,  147;  his  re- 
spect for  Gellert,  151 ;  brings  him 
to  the  King,  162, 154, 156  ;  under- 
takes the  sacking  of  Hubertsburg, 
160,  829;  with  Prince  Henri  in 
Saxony,  251 ;  his  troops  paid  off, 
at  close  of  the  war,  828  ;  his  death, 
549 :  mentioned  also,  504  n. 

Quitzow,  Dietrich  von,  i.  197. 

Quixote,  Don,  vi.  185. 

Babehau,  Bittmeister,  vl  228,  229. 
Babener  of  Berlin,  vi.  151. 
Baoknitz,  Countess,  iv.  228. 
Bacine's   Athaliey    Friedrich's    high 

opinion  of,  vi.  368,  452. 
Badewitz,  Camp  of,  ii.  141,  180. 
Badom,  Confederation  of,  vi.  419,  422. 
BadzivU,  Prince,  at  Badom,  vi.  420- 

422. 
Badzivil,  Princess,  elopes  with  Karl 

Philip,  i.  487. 


Bambonet,  employed  in  the  Herstal 
Affair,  iii.  90,  92,  97,  108. 

Bamen,  betrays  Queen  Sophie  Doro- 
thee's  confidence,  ii.  122, 127. 

Bameau,  iv.  252. 

Bamin,  Governor  of  Berlin,  vi.  51 1, 559« 

Bamrods,  iron,  invention  of,  i.  895. 

Bamsay,  Chevalier,  iii.  249. 

Banfft,cited,  ii.  258n. 

Banke,  iii.  428,  726  ;  iv.  99,  108,  161 ; 
cited,  ii.  189  n. ;  iii.  726  n.,  786  n. ; 
iv.  87  n.;  v.  6n. 

Bannsleben,  Judge,  and  the  Miller- 
Arnold  case,  vi.  616-628. 

BSsfeld,  iii.  91 ;  Prussian  Ambassador 
in  Holland,  416,  422. 

Basomowski,  Count,  vi.  278. 

Bastadt,  i.  872. 

Bathenau,  i.  354. 

Batibor,  i.  286,  286. 

Baumer,  cited,  iii.  175  n.,  486  n.;  iv. 
166  n. 

Bauter,  General,  at  Zomdorf,  v.  886, 
887. 

BavaOlac,  1.  818. 

Baynal,  Abb6,  vi.  662. 

Beality,  worth  of,  i.  406.    See  Fact. 

Bebeooa,  the,  boarded  by  the  Spaniards, 
ii.  825. 

Bebeur,  President  von,  vi.  617. 

Befonn,  Administrative,  i.  401. 

Beformation,  the,  Markgraf  George  in 
the  great  business  of,  i.  287 ;  the 
Event  of  the  Sixteenth  Century, 
'''X  808  ;  fatal  consequences  of  re- 
ting,  265;  symptoms  of  the 
lirty- Years  War,  810;  George 
Wilhelm's  perplexities,  825. 

Bdge,  Major  de,  killed  at  Ottmachau, 
iii.  228,  226. 

Begensburg,  ill.  272,  666. 

Behbaok,  Jakob,  i.  160. 

Beichartsbronn,  Abbey  of,  i.  120. 

Beichenbaoh,  ii.  128 ;  his  Cipher-Cor* 
respondence  with  Grumkow,  152, 
161,  165  ;  his  recall,  172,  178. 

Beiohenbach,  Battle  of,  vi.  301-804. 

Beichenberg,  Battle  of,  v.  19-21. 

Beichs-Kammergerioht,  iii.  108 ;  Holy 
Boman  Beich,  337,  858;  Belch 
thunder,  iv.  606 ;  v.  9,  74 ;  Execu- 
tion Army  to  be  got  on  foot,  12, 
112;  atatio  FUodlU,  184-186; 
Army  all  gone  to  wreck,  207; 
placed  under  command  of  Zwei- 
bruck,  298  ;  in  Saxony,  344,  346  ; 
tries  to  capture  Leipzig  and  Tor- 
gau,  378;  driven  from  Erfurt,  405; 
chased  by  Prince  Henri,  411 ; 
again  enters  Saxony,  503,  510 ;  at 
Maxen,  570;  repulsed  by  HtUsen, 


Digitized  by 


v^oogle 


766 


INDEX. 


"fi  77;  htt 
ol  Saxony,  101 ;  rapidly  retreats 
before  Fnedrioh,  104 ;  drivea  from 
Leipiig,  106 ;  makes  Ha  exit  from 
the  world,  821. 

Bdnbeok,  Herr,  writes  to  Wolf,  iti.  13. 

Beinhart,  Count,  t.  596. 

Beinsberg,  it  870,  474,  559;  Fried- 
rich's  Mansion  at,  557,  562. 

Beklam,  Henr,  Berlin  Jeweller,  It.  848. 

BeUgion,  teaching,  i.  507.  See  Eda- 
cation. 

Bembrandt,  vL  828. 

Bentsch,  cited,  L  97n. 

Bentiel,  L  469 ;  yi588n. 

Bepntn,  Prince,  iv.  270 ;  at  OoDgress 
of  Teschen,  yi.  601. 

Beteow,  Colonel,  at  Pardnbita,  m.  582; 
on  commencement  of  Se^en-Yean 
War,  iv.  589-541;  on  battle  of 
Prag,  ▼.  45, 46 ;  Friedrieh's  speeefa 
before  Leuthen,  288  ;  on  Zorndorf, 
829;  Hochkkch,  860,  870;  Prus- 
sian Army  losing  its  best  men,  898, 
550 ;  cited  lOso,  iU.  267  n.;  iv.  601 
n. ;  y.  46  n. ;  tL  26. 

Belaow,  Ifajor-Oenersl,  in  oonlereiioe 
witili  Friedrich,  iv.  589-541 ;  under 
Prince  of  Prussia,  ▼.  121;  Leuthen, 
240, 266;  at  Lentomisehl,  with  Fou- 
quet,  808 ;  at  Hoohkirdi,  851 ;  put 
under  momentary  arrest,  858  ;  oo- 
cni»es  Weissenbeig,  856,  858, 867 ; 
in  battle  of  Hobhkirdi,  868,  869 ; 
deatti  at  Bohweidnits,  876. 

Bensch,  Colonel,  at  Tein  Bridge,  iF.44. 

BeoMy  Counts  von,  i.  125. 

Beuss,  Graf  von,  at  Versaaifls,  Sii.  288, 
249. 

Beverence,  iv.  41. 

Beview-articles,  i  119.  See  literature. 

Beynolds's  Portrait  of  Lord  Qtanby, 
vL45. 

Bhadamanthus,  not  so  well  intomed 
as  he  might  be,  11.  277. 

Bhenitz  of  Dresden,  iv.  486. 

Biohard  Coenr-de-Lion  and  the  fiiege 
of  Acre,  i.  109, 119. 

Biohard  of  Cornwall,  sham  Kalaer,  L 
128, 181. 

Bidiardson's  account  of  Prince  Henri*s 
visit  to  Petersburg,  vi.  471-474; 
cited,  vi.  485. 

Bli^elieu,  Due  de,  iv.  122,  256 ;  takes 
Minorca,  581,  582  ;  v.  115  ;  super- 
sedes D'Bstr^  134, 148, 149 ;  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  marauders, 
144,  160 ;  Letter  from  Friedrich, 
146  ;  Convention  of  Kloeter-Zeven, 
148-150 ;  superseded  by  Prince  de 
Clermont,  218. 


Biedesd,  at  HJTnmnlsfcwwiy  t.  41X 

Bled,  General,  at  Torgao,  vL  114. 

Biesbeck,  cited,  i.  101  n. ;  iL  410  n. 

Bights,  lit  152;  Amerioan  Rigbtiof 
Man,  vi  841. 

Bipon,  Countess  de  Qiej  and,  aaeo- 
torofthe,iii.372n. 

Bipperda,  Duke  de,  i.  663  ;  iLa,67. 

Bitter,  Doris,  ii.  277. 

Bobinson,  Professor,  v.  £55  bl 

Bobinson,  Sir  Thomas,  iL  5a,  337,  SS9, 
452 ;  dLfficolties  at  YieniiAt  iii.430. 
435,  452,  458,  468 ;  Midieoee  <rf 
King  Friedrich,  487  ;  KJogratees 
to  see  him,  468 ;  letter  to  Hyndr 
ford,  466 ;  interview  with  Maris 
Theresa,  iv.  165,  106  :  iwrtjrwwd 
also,  iii  118,  182,  410,  490,  654; 
iv.  68,  408 ;  V.  71. 

Bodie-Aymon,  De  la,  died,  ▼!.  667  n. 

Bochow,  Lieutenant-Coloaei,  n.  SIL. 
224,  229;  prsvente  Filodiwh's 
Flighty  246,266;  Commandant  of 
Berlin,  v.  182 ;  vi.  89. 

Bookingham,  Maiqnis  of,  iv.  814. 

Bddeabeek,eited,L408n.;  iL  848b.;  iii. 
11  n. ;  iv.  44n. ;  V.  99n. ;  vi.  83ii. 

Bodenskjold,  Swedirii  AmbMndor,  iii 
787. 

Boden,  mentioned  to  ttie  King  liy 
Duke  Ferdinand,  vL  857;  toywl 
dialogue  with  him,  858-860 ;  seeiMi 
audioiee,  and  standing  appoint- 
ment, 861,  489  b. 

B5der,  General,  iL  499. 

Bodolf  IL,  EalMr,  L  811,  814. 

Bodney  attaeks  Haivre-de-Oraoe,T.4d7. 

B(M,  Tiewt€tiant-Qeperal,  it.  212,216. 

Bohan,  Duo  de,  and  Voltains,  ii  58S ; 
vL696. 

Bofadieh,  Commandant,  vi.  698. 

Bohr,  Captain,  V.  00. 

B<diw6del,  ii  805. 

Boi,  M.,  iv.  268. 

Boilin,  ii.  577. 

Boloit,  Pzov«Mt»  ii  679,  681. 

Bomaniof  sent  by  Soltakof  to  Dann, 
V.  587,  588. 

Bomanzow  besieges  Colberg,  vi  207* 
211,  281,  282;  sent  against  tbe 
Turks»  488,  484,460-464. 

Bomanaow  Junior,  vi  670. 

Bomer,  General,  at  Mollwita,  iii  808 ; 
killed,  812. 

Boquefeuille,  Admiral,  iii  748,  744. 

Bose,  Medicinal- AssesKkr,  iv.  811. 

BoskowBki,  sy&bolical  Folith  Noble- 
man, vi.  488. 

Bossbach,  Battle  of,  i  10,  189;  tbs 
country  round,  195-198;  Nspo- 
Icon's  opinion  of,  v.  209. 
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BoBBold  of  Sangerhausen,  v.  220. 

Bostock,  i.  333. 

Botch,  of  Boston,  loses  his  tea,  vi.  524- 
526. 

Bothy  Count  Ton,  iii.  181 ;  defends 
Neisse,  230 ;  Briinn,  544,  546. 

Both,  Lieutenant-Qeneral,  takon  pri- 
soner at  Freyberg,  vi.  818. 

Bothenburg,  Count  von,  and  his  Frenoh 
fashions,  i.  421 ;  at  MoUwKx,  iii 
306,  316;  at  Chotosits,  571,  574; 
despatched  to  Paris,  727 ;  sent  with 
reinforcements  to  Prag,  iv.  62 ;  at 
Hohenfriedbei^,  145;  at  Dresden, 
222 ;  much  esteemed  by  Friedrich, 
388,  389;  his  death,  395:  men- 
tioned also,  ii.  225  ;  iiL  27,  249  ; 
iv.  4,  59,  197,  241,  271,  892. 

Bothsohloss,  Affair  of,  iii.  394. 

Bottembourg,  Count  de  (properly  von 
Bothenburg),  ii.  527. 

Bottofreddo,  Battie  of,  iv.  251  n. 

Bouooulles,  Dame  de,  L  87,  385. 

Bouooux,  Battle  of,  iy.  249  n.,  266. 

Bouill6,  M.  dc,  iv.  525. 

Boosseau,  iii.  445 ;  iv.  524 ;  finds  re- 
fuge with  Lord  Marischal,  and 
writes  to  Friedrich,  vi  383,  384. 

BoQsset,  cited,  iv.  167  n. ;  vi.  331  n. 

Bovigo,  Due  de,  v.  599. 

Bfibesahl,  Sprite,  iv.  19 ;  v.  21. 

Buoker,  Dr.,  of  Frankfurt,  iv.  447, 448. 

Badenskjdld  reveals  Brilhrs  scheme  to 
Friedrich,  iv.  195 :  mentioBed  also, 
271. 

Bfidiger  von  Manesse,  cited,  i  188. 

Budolf  of  Hapsburg,  i  117,  191; 
elected  Kaiser,  130;  humiliation 
of  King  Ottocar,  132;  unlovely 
posterity,  143. 

Biiffer,  J.  C,  citizen  of  Landshat,  iii. 
492,  496. 

Bflgen,  Isle  o^  i.  436. 

Bulhi^  M.,  cited,  vi.  265 ;  his  book 
on  Poland,  391-393,  409,  411,  412, 
414,  423. 

Bupert,  Kaiser  Kur-Pfalz,  i  182, 192. 

Buppin,  u.  370,  401,  557. 

Bussian  project  of  partition  of  Prussia, 
iii  277 ;  Bussians  hired  by  Bngland, 
iv.  270, 274, 516;  resolutions  against 
Friedrich,  509,  519,  520;  share  in 
the  partitioning  of  Prussia,  v.  4 ; 
invasion  of  Preussen,  111,  117, 
160,  175  ;  forcible  possession,  272 ; 
the  regular  Army  shares  the  com- 
mon horror  against  the  Cossacks, 
318;  Bussian  soldiership,  822,341; 
Bussian  Army  in  possession  of 
Frankfurt,  457-461  ;  the  regular 
Bussians  civil  and  orderly,  460; 


their  honourable  treatment  of  lia* 
jor  Kleist,  488 ;  joy  at  Petersburg 
for  the  victory  of  Kunersdorf,  489; 
Army  threatens  Silesia,  vi.  6-8,  37 ; 
advances  towards  Neisse,  to  join 
Loud<m,  183 ;  junction  near  lieg- 
nits,  185 ;  Bussian  Grenadiers  at 
Schweidnita,  216;  Bussian  obedi- 
ence and  stedfastnesB,  285,  286» 
409;  satire  on  Prince  Galitzin^ 
434 ;  war  with  Turkey,  446,  459- 
464 ;  Partition  of  Poland,  477-479. 

Butowski,  ii.  26 ;  iii.  502,  505,  541, 
543 ;  iv.  191,  229 ;  grand  sobeme 
agahist  Friedrich,  194 ;  beaten  at 
Kesselsdorf,  213-216;  vanishes  into 
Bohemia,  220;  disastrous  manage- 
ment at  Pima,  589-592,  596-599. 

Byswick,  Peace  of,  i  490. 

6AALB  BlYSB,  V.  191. 

Sachsen-Gotha.    See  Gotha. 

Bachsen-Mdningen,  DuidiesB  o^  ii. 
362. 

Sack,  Baron  de,  iv.  507. 

Saokville,  Lord  George,  iv.  124;  v. 
383 ;  in  chuge  of  Mfinster  coun- 
try, 408;  disgraceful  conduct  at 
Hlnden,  450-454. 

Sahay,  Skirmish  ot  iii  578. 

Sainte-Beuve,  Ii.,  v.  601  n. 

Saldem,  General,  at  MoUwitz,  iii.  304; 
in  buttle  of  Liegnits,  vi.  71 ;  of 
Toigau,  126;  dialogue  with  the 
King  at  Leipsig;  refuses  to  act 
contrary  to  his  honour  and  oath, 
158, 159 ;  in  favour  with  the  King, 
161. 

Salmon,  cited,  ii  4n. 

Salzburg  Protestania,  the,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  interest  in,  ii.  817,  657 ; 
Emigration  of,  409 ;  the  Salzburg 
Country,  410 ;  iii.  666 ;  iv.  80. 

Salzdahlum,  ii.  468. 

Salzwedel,  i.  71,  74,  92. 

Samson,  Abbot,  i  96. 

Samson  Agonirtes,  i  7. 

Sandershausen,  Fight  of,  v.  384  n. 

Sans-Souci,  iv.  245,  246 ;  the  Nwe 
Patau  of,  vi.  880-382,  385. 

Sardinia,  ii  489. 

Satan*s  Invisible-World,  i  441. 

Sauerteig  on  Ideal  History,  i  21 ;  on 
purity  in  the  Belation  of  the  Sexes, 
ii.  29 ;  on  Friedrich  and  Voltaire, 
578 ;  on  Wars  not  memorable,  iii. 
333 ;  on  Diplomatic  Veracity,  477. 

Saul,  Legationsrath  von,  iv.  485. 

Savage,  cited,  i  846  n. 

Savage's,  Mr.,  Qmipleat  Btttory  cf 
Germany y  i  346  n. 
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Sayoy  Passes,  iiL  618,  620. 

Sftxe,  Chevalier  de,  Hi.  602,  520,  541, 
547 ;  waylays  Einsiedel,  iv.  57,  58 : 
mentioned  also,  229. 

Saze,  Marshal  de,  ii.  86,  868,  502; 
quarrels  with  Valori,  ill.  542 ;  com- 
mands under  the  Toung  Pretender, 
744 ;  made  Mar6chal,  iv.  4  ;  in  the 
Netherlands,  10,  73,  249,  266,  269 ; 
siege  of  Toumay,  112;  at  Fonte- 
noy,  114-124;  nearly  dead  of 
dropsy,  128 ;  marches  upon  Maes- 
tricht,  275;  visits  Friedrich  at 
Sans-Souci,  281 ;  diligent  service 
of  the  Devil ;  death,  282-284 ;  fa- 
voured of  the  Devil,  v.  228 ;  his 
Becerieg,  vi.  442 :  mentioned  also, 
ui.  460,  476,  499,  501,  506,  516, 
541,  544,  627,  658  ;  iv.  229. 

Saxony,  Prussian  Army  marches 
through,  iv.  16,  20;  Saxony's 
broken  back,  87,  90 ;  antipathy  to 
Friedrich,  87,  93,  142;  in  secret 
league  with  Austria,  88;  Saxon 
army  at  Striegau,  142,  146,  150; 
at  Hennersdorf ,  208,  204 ;  a  Nation 
governed  by  a  Bnihl,  212 ;  Steuer- 
Scheine,  228;  invaded  by  Fried- 
rich, 550 ;  Saxon  Army  blockaded 
in  Pima  country,  556-565;  gets 
out  on  dismal  terms,  586,  601 ; 
Capitulation  of  Struppen,  598, 
599 ;  Prussia  takes  possession,  604 ; 
Saxon  share  in  the  proposed  parti- 
tioning of  Prussia,  v.  4 ;  resent- 
ment against  Friedrich,  94,  99; 
forced  contribution  to  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  898,  899. 

Saxony,  Elector  of,  claims  Cleve,  i. 
806,  814. 

Saxony,  Kur- Prince  of.  See  Friedrich 
Christian. 

Saxon  Switzerland,  iv.  557-560,  695, 
696. 

Scepticism,  i.  46. 

Schafi^otsch,  Cardinal,  of  Breslau,  iii. 
215  ;  V.  230,  261,  262. 

Schaffgotsch  senior,  iiL  211,  216. 

Schaper,  cited,  v.  218  n. 

Schellenberg,  i.  811 ;  ii.  227. 

Schenkendorf,  General,  in  battle  of 
Liegnitz,  vi.  66. 

Schidlo,  Toll  of,  iv.  227. 

Sohilda,  and  its  absurd  celebrity,  vi.  108. 

Schiller,  i.  21,  24  ;  ii.  443 ;  iii.  637. 

Schimmelmann,  Herr,  and  his  false 
Danish  coining,  vi.  145, 146. 

Schlecker,  Advocate,  vi.  608. 

Schlegenberg,  Count  and  Countess  von, 
of  Breslau,  iii.  216,  217. 

Schlesien,  ill.  165  ;  Historical  Epochs 


of,  167,  187 ;  provisions  for  tbe 
Prussian  Army  in,  196;  refor- 
mations in,  under  Friedrich,  491, 
695,  599;  guaranteed  io  Prnsu, 
586.    See  Silesia. 

Schlichtling  at  Gamp  of  Staudentz,ir. 
18T. 

Schldtser,  cited,  iv.  270  n. 

Schloser,  cited,  u.  529  n. 

Schlubhut  hung  for  theft,  it  318,  6^1. 

Schmalkaldic  War,  the,  i.  274,  288. 

Schmettau  junior,  ii.  627 ;  iiL  27, 544, 
565  ;  iv.  151,  607 ;  ▼.  129,  627 ;  vi. 
248 ;  on  the  Bavarian  War,  578; 
cited,  V.  120  n. ;  vi.  578  n. 

Schmettau  senior,  in  the  Austrian 
service,  ii.  627 ;  ordered  home  to 
Prussia,  iiL  27  ;  sent  to  urge  Kari 
Albert,  471 ;  at  ecalade  of  I^ 
604,  605;  mission  to  the  Fren<^ 
iv.  12 ;  could  make  nothing  of  it, 
36 ;  urges  the  Hanoverians,  v.  7 ; 
at  Prag,  108 ;  with  Prince  of  Praaaa, 
110,  121,  124;  defends  Drnden 
against  Daun,878-880 ;  ktterfrom 
the  King  authoriang  capitolatioo, 
486;  outlooks  becoming  very  grim, 
611 ;  does  not  reoeive  the  'Sin^i 
second  letter,  promising  relief  512 ; 
summoned  to  surrender,  518 ;  hot 
preparation  for  defence,  514 ;  help- 
less uncertainty,  and  CouncQ  of 
War,  615 ;  high-toned  negotiatloDa, 
516;  feeble  haste,  and  blindoeM 
to  symptoms,  617 ;  Dresden  dis- 
astrously lost,  518;  capitidatioa 
scandalously  ill  kept,  52S-525; 
Schmettau's  ill-fortune  much  pitied 
by  all  men,  626 ;  his  good  Wife 
a  constant  sunshine  to  his  dedin- 
ing  days,  527. 

Schmettau,  Major  Graf  von.  Land- 
lord of  Miller  Arnold,  vi.  607, 608. 

Schmidt,  Curatus,  of  Siebenhuben,  ri. 
224,  226;  curious  disappearaaee 
from  the  upper  world,  228. 

Schmidt,  Hofrath,  of  Frankfort  ir. 
446 ;  his  Wife's  treatment  of  Vol* 
taii^  450,  451. 

Schmidt,  Lieutenant,  in  Sangerhsuseo, 
V.220. 

Schmidt,  President,  in  Geve,  v.  216. 

Schmuoker,  present  during  Zmuner* 
mann*s  interview  with  the  King,  vi. 
600-505. 

SchSU,  cited,  L  490  n.;  iiL423n.;iT. 
18n.;  V.  9n. 

Scholske.    See  Plosohke. 

Schonfeld,  Herr  von,  iv.  131. 

Schoning,  Madam,  ii.  844. 

Schoning,  cited,  v.  871  n. ;  ri.  C  n. 
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Sch5nwitz,  Christopher,  Hi  804. 

Schren,  Magister,  ingulted  by  the 
French,  v.  219. 

Schrock,  iv.  8. 

Schuhmacher,  Prussian  Secretary,  iii. 
33,  299. 

Schulenburg,  Fieldmarshal,  ii.  18 ; 
Lieutenant-Oeneral,  286,  8o6,  485, 
444, 499, 676  ;  his  aoconntof  Fried- 
rich  at  Ciistrin,  342;  pockets  an 
affront,  iii.  22  ;  in  the  Silesian  En- 
terprise, 174  ;  his  dragoons,  270 ; 
at  MoUwitz,  309 ;  death,  312 :  men- 
tioned also,  y.  551 ;  vi.  559. 

Schulenburg,  Graf  von,  y.  187. 

Schulze,  Dayid,  Butcher  of  Neisse,  iii. 
489. 

Schumacher,  Danish  Legation  Secre- 
tary, yi.  279. 

Schnwalofs,  the,  of  Russia,  iy.  521 ; 
yi,  272. 

Schwartz,  Monk,  i.  165. 

Schwartsburg,  Princess  of,  ii.611,  614. 

Schwartzenbergs,  the,  of  Austria,  i.  884. 

Schwedt,  Maigrayes  of,  i.  481,  590 ; 
ii.  41,  814;  the  Mother  Margra- 
yine,  128,  814,  865  ;  Heinrich,  408. 

Schweichelt,  Hanoyerian  Excellency, 
iii  457. 

Schweidnitz,  besieged  by  the  Austrians, 
y.  226  ;  capitulation,  227  ;  recap- 
tured by  Friedrich,  288,  289  ;  sud- 
denly captured  by  General  Loudon, 
yi.  212-217 ;  retaken  by  Friedrich, 
300-310. 

Schwemfurt,  i  854. 

Schwerin,  ii.  80,  101,  276,  800;  iii 
141,  174,  214 ;  on  march  towards 
Liegnitz,  191,  194;  sudden  entry, 
205 ;  takes  Ottmachau,  222  ;  bom- 
bards Neisse,  232  ;  to  command  in 
chief,  236 ;  at  Breslau,  272,  275 ;  in 
Jagemdorf  Country,  290,  292 ;  at 
MoUwitz,  318,. 316,  822;  manages 
Breslau,  449,  488  ;  entertains  Biel- 
feld,  486 ;  takes  Olmtitz,  515 ;  Mo- 
ravian Foray,  544  ;  home  in  a  huff, 
552 ;  on  march  to  Prag,  iv.  19 ; 
takes  Ziscaberg  battery,  26;  on 
march  towards  Austria,  81 ;  quar- 
rels with  Leopold  of  Dessau,  35  ; 
takes  Beneschau,  45;  goes  home 
in  a  huff,  49  ;  lays  down  his  plough 
again,  585 ;  in  conference  with 
Friedrich,  539  ;  through  the  Glatz 
Mountains,  for  Bohemia,  556,  567  ; 
retires  to  Silesia,  603 ;  on  mareh  to 
Prag,  y.  16,  20-22 ;  junction  with 
the  King,  26  ;  battle  of  Prag,  33 
expostulates  with  the  King,  34 
attacks  the   Austrian   army,  37 


desperate  struggle,  88;  On,  my 
children  1  89 ;  death,  40,  48,  50 ; 
monument  near  Sterbohol,  51,  52  ; 
statue  in  Berlin,  378. 

Schwerin,  Reichsrath  Graf  yon,  yi.  510. 

Schwiebus,  Circle  of,  i.  864. 

Sciences,  tike,  or  Technologies,  ii.  403. 

Scotoh  Highlanders  in  Hanover,  v. 
883  ;  at  Emsdorf,  vi.  42. 

Scots-Greys,  Royal,  iii.  607,  672. 

ScoundreUsm,  one  of  the  crowning 
summits  of,  i.  147. 

Secchia,  surprisal  of  the,  ii.  492. 

S^helles,  M.  de,  iu.  517, 624, 629 ;  iv.  72. 

Seckendorf,  cited,  i  271  n.,  597  n. 

Seckendorf,  i  412,  484,  445 ;  arrives 
at  Berlin,  574, 594  (see  Grumkow)  ; 
a  stiff-backed,  petrified,  inscrut- 
able old  Intriguer,  601 ;  ii.  88 ;  an 
offence  to  Queen  Sophie,  i  631 ;  11. 
99 ;  present  at  Friedrich's  attempted 
Flight,  245,  246,  254,  258 ;  nego- 
tiates his  Marriage,  884 ;  letter 
from  Friedrich,  433;  negotiates 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  visit  to  the 
Kaiser,  433 ;  the  visit,  450 ;  tries 
to  resuscitate  the  Double-Mar- 
riage, 452,  468 ;  a  ride  with  the 
King,  458,  589 ;  at  the  Rhine  Cam- 
paign, 517,  536,  543 ;  quits  Berlin, 
536 ;  Commander-in-chief  against 
the  Turks,  628;  a  prisoner  in 
the  Fortress  of  Gratz,  642 ;  Com- 
mander of  the  Bavarian  forces,  iii. 
613,  627,  681,  644, 652,  657  ;  makes 
terms  for  himself,  658 ;  Hunga- 
rian Majesty  refuses  to  confirm 
them,  690;  he  garrisons  Philips- 
burg,  iv.  6 ;  to  sit  on  Prince  KarPs 
skirto,  86 ;  loudly  blamed  by  the 
French,  87, 88  ^  reconquers  Bavaria, 
88 ;  reduced  to  nothing  again,  69, 
71,  79,  95 ;  as  ill-treated  as  could 
be  wished,  74  ;  diplomatising,  81 
82 ;  in  questionable  capacity  at 
Fuflsen,  97 :  mentioned  also,  iii 
138,  581,  608. 

Seckendorf  junior,  ii.  587. 

Seehausen,  ii.  424. 

Segebusch,  cited,  vi.  681  n. 

S^gur,  Comte  de,  Hi.  504,  511,  521, 
589 ;  iv.  71 ;  at  Pfaffenhofen,  96  ; 
vi  662 ;  sees  Friedrich,  674. 

Seidlitz  at  Prag,  v.  26,  45  ;  with  Fried- 
rich  in  Saxony,  146,  148,  153; 
frightens  'La  Dauphine*  out  of 
Gotha,  157, 158,  159 ;  at  Rossbach, 
199,  208 ;  plunges  down  upon  *  La 
Dauphine,'  204, 206 ;  wounded,  211 ; 
at  Zomdorf,  beyond  praise,  888, 
385 ;  publicly  thanked  by  the  King, 
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388;  Statue,  in  Berlin,  878;  Eu- 
nersdorf,  471,  474,  478 ;  eeriously 
wounded,  479 ;  ill  at  Berlin,  540 ; 
assists  in  defending  Berlin,  vi.  89 ; 
with  Prince  Henri  In  Saxony,  182, 
251 ;  greatly  distingolBheB  himself 
at  Freyberg,  817,  818,  820 ;  visits 
Gotha  with  the  King,  823;  his 
death,  549. 

Selchow,  iii.  552  n. 

Seligenstadt,  iii.  671. 

Selle,  Dr.,  attends  Friedrich  in  his  last 
Uhitss,  vi.  681,  695  ;  cited,  682  n. 

Selwyn,  Geoige,  iv.  408. 

Senning,  Major  von,  i.  469 ;  11.  566. 

Serbelloni,  beaten  by  Prince  Henri,  vi. 
251. 

Seven -Years  War,  results  of  the,  vi. 
821-335. 

Seville,  Treaty  of,  iL  59,  327. 

Seydlitz,  Rittmeister,  iv.  186 ;  at  Ho- 
henfriedberg,  145. 

Seyfarth,  cited,  ii.  610  n.,  688  n. ;  iii. 
186  n.,  301  n. ;  iv.  18  n.  j  v.  140  n. ; 
vi.  14  n. 

Shakspeare,  i.  28. 

Shams,  hatefulness  of,  i.  406. 

Sherlock's,  Reverend  Mr.,  Acooimt  of 
his  visit  to  Yoltau«,  vi  529-534 ; 
visits  Berlin,  552  ;  cited,  580  n. 

SibyUa,  Wife  of  Johann  i^Medrich,  i. 
295,  306. 

Sicilian  Vespers,  i.  129. 

Sieta,  Col  di.  Pass  of,  iv.  268. 

Sigismund  L  King  of  Poland,  L  248, 
251,  281. 

Sigismund,  Kurfiirst  of  Brandenburg 
and  King  of  Hungary,  i.  175,  176, 
178, 182,  192;  becomes  Kaiser,  185; 
Council  of  Constance,  186, 190, 233; 
how  he  pledged  Zips  to  the  Polish 
Crown,  vL  408  ;  referred  to  in  the 
Bavarian-Succession  War,  568, 569. 

Silence,  value  of,  ii.  650;  iv.  142. 

Silesia,  Prussian  claims  on,  i.  282,  841, 
358,  364,  567;  ii.  486;  ui.  140; 
revenue  of,  in  1742,  598  n.  See 
Schlesien. 

Silesian  War,  Third,  sources  of  the, 
iv.  498. 

Silhouette,  M.  de,  French  Controller- 
General  of  Finance,  v.  391 ;  suspen- 
sion of  pa3nnent,  594 ;  Dictionary 
immortality,  596. 

Sincere,  with  Daun  at  Maxen,v.  570, 578. 

Sinclair,  Major,  iii.  260. 

Sinclair,  Sir  George,  vi.  640  n. 

Sinzendorf ,  Cardinal,  Bishop  of  Bam- 
berg, ii.  218. 

Sinseudorf ,  Hof -Kanzler  Ooont  von,  ii. 
444 ;  iii.  215, 228,282, 482, 490, 597. 


Sirach,  Jesus,  vi.  156. 

Slave,  etymology  of,  L  69. 

Smelfungus  on  Tobaooo  -  Enx>ldaig.  L 
610;  on  Modem  Diplomacy,  iL  197; 
Voltaire's  Biographers,  584;  on 
Contemporary  Induenoes;  iii.  37; 
Friedrich*s  Biographers,  89;  oa 
Mar6chal  de  Saxe,  iv.  281-^4: 
Voltaire^  as  Friedrich*s  Snpreioe  of 
Literature,  826;  Edltoiial  Igpor- 
anoes  about  him,  377 ;  Voltaire's 
Speech  better  than  his  Silence,  882. 
895;  La  Beaumelle,  401-403;  Abbe 
de  Prades,  408,  404;  Voltaire's 
'  Doctor  Akakia,*  431 ;  the  end  of 
his  connection  with  Friediich,  454; 
on  Kaunits  and  his  DiplomacKS, 
462-464 ;  on  Friedrich's  Lamenta- 
tion PsaJms,  V.  162 ;  the  Pmasian 
Dryasdust's  treatment  of  Friediii^ 
235-237 ;  English  Pottery  Apotheo- 
sis,  266-267  ;  on  old  Marahal  Hun- 
nich,  vi.  281 ;  Pitt,  565,  556 ;  Vol- 
taire, 598-600. 

Smollett,  Tobias^  ilL  884,  622  ;  horrors 
of  the  Oarthagena  Expedition,  d8S; 
cited,  888  n. ;  iv.  515  n. 

Soap-and- Water,  Goq)el  of,  iiL  577. 

Sobieski,  King,  i.  488. 

Sohr,  country  about,  iv.  177,  181 ; 
Battle  of,  181-187. 

Soissons,  Congress  of,  iL  57. 

Solitude  of  Soul,  ii.  868 ;  iiL  59, 127, 
264. 

Solltl,  cited,  i.  326  n. 

Solomon's  Temple,  v.  237. 

Soltikof,  General,  prisoner  at  Zom- 
dorf ,  V.  843 ;  placed  over  Fennor 
at  Posen,  427  ;  advancing  towards 
Brandenburg,  428 ;  battle  of  Zul- 
liohan,  432-435;  marches  towards 
Frankfurt,  485;  seises  the  town, 
457-460;  not  an  altogether  bad 
man,  461 ;  battle  of  Kunersdori, 
468,  468 ;  a  dearly-bought  vioiorf, 
488;  doubtful  what  next  to  ch>, 
495  ;  will  not  consent  to  do  all  the 
fighting  for  Austria,  500-502,  523 ; 
disgusted  at  Daun's  inactiao,  587 ; 
only  terms  on  which  he  wili  con- 
tinue the  war,  588 ;  intercepted  by 
Friedrich,  543,  549;  angiy  at  Daun, 
551 ;  marches  home  in  sUphmous 
humour,  552 ;  prepares  for  a  new 
campaign,  680 ;  with  London, 
threatens  Silesia,  vL  37;  oonaenlsto 
join  Loudon  at  Breslau,  48;  in- 
dignant at  finding  Loudon  gone, 
and  Prince  Henri  there,  51 ;  will 
not  be  made  a  cat's-paw  again,  58, 
S3;  retires  towards  Polimdy  80; 
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fallB  Bick,  And  is 'succeeded  by  Fer- 
mor,  88. 

^nsfeld.  Madam,  i  586 ;  ii.  121,  261, 
268,  309. 

Sophie  Albertine,  Prinoeas,  vi  518. 

Sophie  Charlotte,  Friedrioh's  Grand- 
.mother,  i.  82,  874;  her  love  for 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  41 ;  her  death- 
bed, 42 ;  she  and  her  Mother  shrewd, 
noticing,  intelligent  women,  44 ; 
her  philosophical  reunions,  46 ;  her 
sjrmbolic  pinch  of  snulf ,  62. 

8ophie  Dorothee,  Friedrich's  Mother,  i. 
82, 88,874, 434;  her  husband's  confi- 
denceinher,  438,485,589;  ii.281;her 
reception  of  the  Czarina  Catherine, 
1.  454,  457 ;  her  love  for  Fritz,  514 ; 
li  109 ;  Double-Marriage  scheme, 
1.  514,  527,  538,  578 ;  her  English 
Pension,  53 1 ;  secret  Correspondence 
with  her  poor  Mother,  538, 684 ;  un- 
expected birth  of  Princess  Amelia, 
539 ;  surrounded  by  intrigues  and 
treachery,  588  ;  Seckendorf  an  of- 
fence to  her,  681 ;  difi&oulties  be- 
coming insuperable,  682 ;  visit  of 
August  of  Saxony,  ii.84;  persistence 
in  Uie  Double-Marriage  scheme,  48, 
73,  125 ;  a  pressing  message  from 
the  King,  119,  125 ;  her  Female 
Parliament,  121 ;  a  bed  of  sickness 
the  one  refuge  left,  126,  141 ;  pro- 
poses Friedrich  of  Baireuth  for 
Wilhelmina,  129 ;  not  a  perfectly 
wise  Mother,  132 ;  Dr.  Villa  sent 
express  to  England,  134 ;  joyful 
news  about  the  Double-Marriage, 
148  ;  grievous  disappointment,  177, 
206 ;  news  of  her  Son's  arrest,  260 ; 
receives  his  Writing-desk  from 
Katte,  261;  delivers  it  to  the  King, 
iilled  with  fictitious  letters,  268 ; 
terror  for  her  Son's  life,  800 ;  will 
not  give-up  the  English  Marriage, 
808;  anger  at  Wilhelmina,  311, 818, 
316, 866, 868, 465, 507  ;  her  opinion 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  815;  interest 
in  the  Salzburg  Protestants,  425 ; 
contempt  for  her  Son's  Bride,  466, 
470;  the  King's  Death,  687;  Fried- 
rich's  affection  for,  iii.  29 ;  entertains 
Count  Henkel,  30 ;  receives  Wilhel- 
mina, 125;  Demon  -  Newswriter's 
account  of,  iv.  117,  118 ;  her  last 
visit  from  Friedrich,  611, 615;  letter 
from  Friedrich,  v.  64  ;  death,  107  : 
mentioned  also,  iii.  600,  604  ;  iv. 
152,  190,  295,  314  ;  v.  53. 

Bophie  Dorothee  Maria,  L  541 ;  ii.  500, 

.     607. 

Sophie  Dorothee  of  Hanover,  i«  88; 


thirty-years  imprisonment,  84,  529« 
638,  634  ;  her  Will,  ii.  76. 

Sophie,  Electress,  i.  82, 873, 528 ;  ii.  78. 

Bophie  Frederike,  Princess,  of  Anhalt- 
Zerbst,  iii.  735. 

Sophie  Ix>ui8a,  third  Wife  of  King 
Friedrich  I.,  i.  874 ;  her  dreary  or- 
thodoxy, 875  ;  madiness  and  death, 
876. 

Soubise,  Prince  de,  iii.  242 ;  iv.  124 ; 
reinforces  the  Beichs  Army,  v.  6, 
114  ;  pique  against  D'Estr^  115  ; 
near  Erfurt,  184  ;  Merseburg,  189, 
198 ;  Bossbach,  200,  204,  206 ;  to 
Nordhausen,  ^8  ;  tries  to  assist 
Clermont  against  Ferdinand,  215 ; 
profligate  rapacity  of  his  Army, 
217;  to  assist  Contedes,  812, 
388  -  885  ;  seizes  Frankfurt  -  on  • 
Mayn,  408  -  405 ;  Invasion  of  Eng- 
land, 436,  593 ;  to  be  Co-General 
with  Broglio,  vi.  197  ;  quarrel  and 
defeat  at  Vellinghausen,  198-201 ; 
Wilhelmsthal,  297 ;  Amoneburg, 
812. 

Soul,  a  lost,  iii.  846. 

Sovereignties,  empty,  iii.  408.  See 
King& 

Spaen,  Lieutenant,  ii.  271,  276 ;  iii.  25, 
88;vi360. 

Spandau,  Commandant  of,  i.  344. 

Spanish  *  Protestantism,'  i.  265;  Spani- 
ards in  Holland,  308  ;  in  Cleve,  318, 
822;  Spanish  quarrel  with  Karl  VL, 
498  (see  Elizabeth  Famese) ;  ill- 
treatment  of  Captain  Jenkms,  ii. 
825,  646. 

Spanish-English  War,  iv.  277,  278;  vi. 
205, 206,  239-244, 316.  See  English, 
Don  Bias. 

Sparten,  an  original  North-Gterman,  1. 
422,  425. 

Speech,  and  the  Thing  spoken,  v.  67-8. 

Spener,T.,iii.492;  Installation  Speech, 
493,  497. 

Speyer,  iv.  7. 

Spinelli,  Conte  di,  iii.  748. 

Spittler,  cited,  ii.  235  n. 

Spon,  Baron  de,  iv.  290  n. 

Sporken,  General,  in  Miinster  Country, 
V.  408  ;  Langensalza,  vi.  165. 

Spreeker,  Captain,  surrenders  Breslau 
to  Friedrich,  v.  261. 

Staal,  Madame  de,  friend  of  Madame 
du  Deffand,  iv.  257. 

Stadion,  Count,  vi.  498. 

Stehremberg,  Graf  von,  iv.  658. 

StaiQville,  Comte  de,  v.  391 ;  at  Wil- 
helmsthal, vi.  297. 

Stair,  Lord,  iU.  405,  608,  660, 662, 745; 
at  Dettingen,  670,  676. 
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Stampaoh,  General,  at  battle  of  Kolin, 
V.  95,  96. 

8t&nde,  lii  40,  46. 

fitanislaus  Lescsinsky,  elected  King  of 
Poland,  u.  478-486;  flight  from 
Dantzig,  505  ;  protected  by  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  517,  618 ;  visited  by 

■  Grown-Prinoe  Friedrich,  546 ;  to  be 
Titular  King  for  life,  548;  quits 
Eonigsberg  for  Dukedom  of  Lor- 
raine, 560  ;  his  idle  life  and  Titular 
Army,  iv.  264,  265  ;  t.  604  ;  death, 
vi.887. 

Stanley,  Hans,  Pitt's  envoy  to  Choiseul, 
vi.  204. 

Stauden^,  Gamp  of,  iv.  180-182. 

Steinau,  near  Neisse,  ill.  294. 

Steinfurth,  ii.  246. 

Stellter,  Cabinets-Rath,  vi.  620. 

Stenzel,  cited,  i.  195  n. ;  iii.  29  n. ;  iv. 
69  n. ;  v.  8  n. ;  vi.  9  n. 

Sternberg's,  Count  von,  mansion  of 
Klein-Schnellendorf,  iii.  479. 

Sternberg,  Graf  von,  iv.  558. 

Sterne's  Father,  i.  560  ;  ii.  4. 

Stettin,  Duke  Otto's  burial  in  the 
High  Chureh  of,  i.  213,  882,  847 ; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm*8  possession  of, 
430,  448,  462  ;  ii.  357. 

Steuer-Scheine,  Saxon,  iv.228;  Voltaire's 
attempts  to  traffic  in,  387, 839, 858. 

Stieler's  Maps,  iii.  89  n. 

Stille,  Major  von,  ii.  568 ;  iii.  59, 60, 520, 
660  ;  iv.  180, 141, 180 ;  cited,  180  n. 

Stockhohn  Blutbad,  1.  269. 

Stockstadt,  French  Army  at,  iv.  6. 

Stoffeln,  General,  with  Fermor  at  Ciis- 
trin,  V.  821 ;  in  the  Russian-Turk 
War,  \i.  460. 

Stolberg,  Prince  von,  at  Torgau,  cannot 
out -general  Wolfersdorf,  v.  505- 
607;  attacks  Prince  Henri,  vi.  811; 
defeated  at  Freyberg,  816,  817; 
end  of  the  War,  821 :  mentioned 
also,  261. 

Stollhofen,  Lines  of,  ii.  501. 

Stone,  Mr.,  of  the  Newcastle  Parlia- 
ment, V.  71. 

Stormont,  Lord,  iv.  554,  564. 

Stralsund,  i.  883;  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
Siege  of,  426,  484. 

Strasburg,  i.  340  ;  Friedrich  at,  iii.  64. 

Straw  sentry,  a  Prussian,  iv.  158. 

Strehlen,  Camp  of,  iii.  411. 

Strelitz,  Kari  Ludwigof ,  ii.424, 611,614. 

Striegau,  iv.  187. 

Struensee,  Danish  Prime  Minister,  vi. 
639. 

Strutzki,  with  Friedrich  at  his  death, 
vi.  695. 

Struve,  vi  824  n. 


Stump-oratory  at  zero,  i.  407 ;  hideoos 
nightmare  of,  610. 

Stusche,  Tobias,  Abbot  of  Kamens.  m. 
268,  271 ;  iv.  110,  127. 

Stutterheim,  left  in  ohaige  of  Schm^i- 
seifen,  v.  533;  in  the  Lausitz; 
seizing  Austrian  magazinesy  536. 

Stnttgard,  ii.  234. 

Suhm,  Baron  von,  ii.  6,  17,  22,  514, 
606  ;  dies  on  his  way  home,  iii  21 ; 
cited,  vi.  693  n. 

Sulkowski,  General,  prisoner  at  Zom- 
dorf ,  V.  843  ;  declares  War  against 
the  King  of  Prussia,  406;  extin> 
guished  by  General  Wobereoov, 
407  ;  in  the  Polish  trouUea,  vi  426. 

Solli,  Duo  de,  ii.  583. 

Sulser,  M.,  and  Friedrich,  iv.  406, 407; 
in  the  Konig-Maupertnia  oontro- 
versy,  427 ;  at  Berlin,  on  arrivBl  of 
the  news  of  Kunersdorf,  t.  486;  vi. 
499;  his  death,  511. 

Snperville,  Dr.,  iv.  398. 

Sweden,  without  a  Kmg,  i  4^ ;  iii. 
259 ;  War  with  Russia,  260,  460; 
joins  the  general  oombinatiaD 
against  Friedrioh,  v.  8,  117 ;  Army 
put  to  fliriit  by  five  poadllions,  274; 
commanded  by  nobody  in  partiea- 
lar,  276, 7.  See  Charles  XTT.,  Q%i^ 
taf  Adolf,  Karl  Gustaf. 

Swieten,  Van,  vi.  547,  552. 

Swindlership,  iii  841. 

Sword-Brothers,  Livonian,  i  113. 

Syberg,  u.  455. 

Syburg,  General,  at  Langensalia,  vi 
165 ;  his  recruiting  oommiwriom,  166. 

Sydow,  Captain,  at  surrender  of  Dres- 
den, V.  518. 

Tabor,  iv.  82. 

Tacitus,  cited,  i  68  n. 

Tallard,  iv.  77. 

Talleyrand,  Marquis  de,  iv.  113. 

Tangennflnde,  i  137, 173, 200 ;  famine, 
388. 

Tannenbeig,  Battle  of,  i  184,  209,  244, 
246. 

Target,  Mr.,  vi  683. 

Tauentzien  defends  Nenstadt,  iv.  172 : 
Army-Treasurer,  v.  400;  defends 
Breslau  against  Loudon*s  fiery 
bombardment  and  threats,  vi.  49. 
50 ;  a  brave  man ;  true  to  the 
death,  51 ;  at  Siege  of  Schweidnitx, 
300,  808-310;  severe  letter  from 
the  King  on  the  Silesian  Anny, 
667 :  mentioned  also,  439. 

Tebay's,  John,  account  of  Keith*s 
death,  v.  865, 372 ;  on  sick-list,  375. 

Teinits,  Elbe-,  passage  of,  iv.  61, 54. 
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Tell,  i.  145. 

Tempelhof,  cited,  iv.  580  n.;  on  the 
battle  of  Prag,  v.  33,  42,  48 ;  on 
Kolin,  96;  Leuthen,  244;  Zom- 
dorf,  885,  337;  Hochkiroh,  362, 
372;  Soubiae,  384;  Konersdorf, 
474,  479  ;  Prince  Henri's  march  of 
Fifty  hours,  547  ;  and  manoeuver- 
ing  in  Saxony,  554;  cited,  20  n.; 
on  Friedrich's  marches,  vi.  11,  46, 
55,  79,  82  ;  siege  of  Dresden,  16  ; 
seizure  of  Berlin,  100;  Camp  of 
BunselwitK,  187 ;  Reichenbach, 
304. 

Templars,  Knights,  end  of  the,  i.  113. 

Temple,  Pitt's  brother-in-law,  vi.  239. 

Tencin,  Cardinal,  iii  744  ;  iv.  4,  465  ; 
V.  164;  vi.  367n. 

Tentzel,  cited,  i.  145  n. 

Termagant  of  Spain,  iii.  347,  617,  620 ; 
,   iv.  278n. 

Terray,  Abb6,  v.  596. 

Teschen,  Congress  of,  vi.  601,  671. 

Teschen,  Duke  of,  vi.  439. 

Tessin,  Count,  vi.  510. 

Tessin,  Swedish  Ambassador,  iii.  737. 

Tetschen,  iv.  22,  24. 

Tetzel,  i.  223. 

Teutschland,  not  to  be  cut  into  four, 
vi.  334,  335. 

Teutsch  Ritters,  the,  i.  107  ;  origin  of 
the  Order,  110;  removal  from  Pa- 
lestine to  Venice,  112  ;  conversion 
and  settlement  of  Prussia,  113  ;  for 
more  than  a  century  a  bright  bea- 
con in  those  Northern  Countries, 
118  ;  the  stuff  they  were  made  of, 
119 ;  degenerating  into  idleness  and 
riches,  157  ;  a  Grand-Master  assas- 
sinated, 158  ;  pride  tripped  into  the 
ditch  at  Tannenberg,  184  ;  sinking 
steadily  into  final  extinction,  209  ; 
new  false  hopes,  244;  the  end,  250. 
See  Albert,  Hochmeister. 

Thackeray,  cited,  iv.  482  n. ;  v.  63n. ; 
vi.  201. 

Thadden,  at  Colberg,  vi.  211,  230. 

Th^micond.    See  Demikof . 

Theodore  of  Deux  Ponts,  iii.  527,  530. 

Thi^bault,  always  incorrect,  and  the 
prey  of  stupidities,  iii.  648,  740  ;  iv. 
327,  400  ;  vi.  508. 

Thielicko,  Mrs.,  killed  at  Frankfurt,  v. 
458. 

Thirty- Years  War,  i.  310,  819,  328 ; 
hunger  the  grand  weapon,  337. 

Thomont,  Milord,  v.  693. 

Thompson,  Captain,  boards  one  of 
Friedrioh's  ships,  iv.  368. 

Thomson,  iii.  758. 

Thorn,  town  of,  i.  157 ;  hurls  out  the 


Teutsch  Ritters,  210;  Jesuit  tra- 
gedy at,  ii.  15. 

Thorring,  Feldmarschall,  iii.  610;  iv. 
74. 

Thrift,  no  great  empire  ever  founded 
without,  i.  422  ;  incalculable  value 
of,  ii.  561,  563.    See  Economics. 

Thugut,  at  Congress  of  Braunau,  vi. 
694. 

Thuhneyer,  ii.  310 ;  iii.  83,  63. 

Thuringen,  ii.  421. 

Tioonderago,  attacked  by  Abercromby, 
V.  382. 

Tieloke,  Captain,  on  the  Schweidnitz 
Sieges,  v.  289  ;  escapes  from  Prus- 
sian bondage ;  with  Fermor  at 
Ciistrm,  317,  321 ;  Zomdorf,  333, 
336,  337  ;  on  the  Camp  of  Bunzel- 
witz,  vi.  188;  cited,  v.  289  n.;  vi. 
189  n. 

Tilson,  George,  ii.  123. 

Tindal,  cited,  ii.  427  n. ;  iii.  870  n.,  384  n. 

Tinois,  Voltaire's  clerk,  iv.  335  n.,  360. 

llssot,  Dr.,  vi.  502,  515. 

Titius,  Professor,  vi.  423. 

Tobacco,  good  and  bad  infiuenoes  of, 
i.  609. 

Tobacco- Parliament,  Friedrich  Wil- 
hdm's,  i.  480 ;  description  of,  607 ; 
a  strange  Session,  ii.  465 ;  the  last, 
680. 

Tobago,  Island  of,  iv.  626. 

Toland,  i.  48  ;  his  account  of  Prussia 
and  Wes^halia,  369  ;  cited,  49  n. 

Toleration,  iii.  16. 

Tooke,  cited,  vi.  258  n. 

Torgau,  beautifully  defended  by  Wolf- 
ersdorf ,  v.  504-508  ;  Torgau  and  its 
environs,  vi.  107-110;  battle  of, 
111-132. 

Torrington,  Lord,  iv.  631. 

Torstenson's  siege  of  Brieg,  iii.  363. 

Torture,  iii.  12. 

Toryism,  iii.  481. 

Tottleben,  at-Kunersdorf,  v.  490;  in 
Pommem,  631  ;  marches,  with 
Czemichef,  on  Berlin,  vi.  88 ;  tries 
bombardment,  89  ;  is  reinforced  by 
Lacy,  90 ;  grants  favourable  capi- 
tulation, 91  ;  is  himself  under  obli- 
gations to  Friedrich  and  Berlin, 
92 ;  will  not  sanction  Lucy's  fero- 
city, 93 ;  marches  off  at  the  ap- 
proach of  Friedrich,  97  ;  in  eastern 
Pommem,  181,  182  ;  Colberg,  207  ; 
in  the  anti-Turk  war,  460. 

Touche,  Bitter  De  la,  iv.  367. 

Toul,  iii.  669. 

Toulouse,  Comte  de,  iv.  258  n. 

Tour  and  Taxis,  Princess,  iii.  85. 

Tournament,  the,  iv.  316. 
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Tcmrnay,  Hiege  of,  iv.  118. 

Townshend,  Lord,  ii.  85,  99,  163,  168 ; 
quarrel  with  Walpole,  142. 

Tnkehnen,  the  Stud  of,  iii.  45. 

Traun,  Marshal,  iv.  6,  48,  45 ;  Fried- 
rich's  Schoohnaeter  in  the  wt  of 
War,  46,  49,  60 ;  encamps  at  Mar- 
Bohowits,  47  ;  gets  Beneschau,  48 ; 
follows  Friedrich  to  Silesia,  62,  66- 
67 ;  retires  to  Moravia,  68 ;  sent 
to  the  Frankfurti  countries,  106; 
drives  Prince  Conti  across  the 
Khine,  159,  160;  death,  191  n.; 
Friedrich  acknowledges  his  obli- 
gations to,  vi.  451,  455. 

Trautenau,  burnt  down,  iv.  179. 

Trautschk^,  saves  General  Fouquet  at 
Landshut,  vi.  14. 

Travenol  Lawsuit,  summary  of  the, 
iv.  253. 

Trefurt,  Pastor,  at  Petersburg,  vi.  270. 

Trenck,  Baron,  i.  540 ;  at  Berlin  Car- 
nival, iii.  648 ;  arrested  for  break- 
ing orders,  iv.  167;  extensively 
fabulous  blockhead,  158 ;  a  con- 
victed liar,  187,  188 ;  vi  84,  86 ; 
cited,  iv.  187  n. 

Trenck,  Pandour,  and  his  Tolpatohes, 
iii.  627,  628,  696  ;  in  Prince  Karl's 
Rhine  Campaign,  iv.  8,  9,  40 ;  gets 
his  head  broken  at  £olin,  51 ; 
Sohr,  182,  186. 

Treskau,  Captain,  at  8i^;e  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  V.  289. 

Treskow,  General,  defends  Keisse 
against  the  Austrians,  v.  877. 

Trevor,  Excellency,  iii.  417. 

Trier,  Kurfiirst  of,  ii.  254. 

Triglaph,  god  of  the  Wends,  i.  84. 

Turenne,  M.  du,  vi.  451,  456. 

Turin,  Lines  of,  i.  868. 

Turks,  the,  ii.  249  n.;  attacked  by 
Bussia  and  Austria,  621,  648  ;  ruin 
put  off  till  a  better  time,  672; 
Turks  begin  to  take  interest  in  the 
Polish-Russian  quarrel,  vi.  424- 
481 ;  declare  War  against  Russia, 
482 ;  the  Blind  against  the  Pur- 
blind, 482-485;  getting  scattered 
in  panic  rout,  448 ;  darkening  the 
fairest  part  of  God's  creation,  444  ; 
some  glances  into  the  extremely 
brutish  phenomenon,  459-464 ;  they 
solicit  Friedrich  to  mediate  a  peace 
for  them,  466. 

Turpin,  Hussar,  v.  146,  157. 

Tweeddale,  Marquis  of,  iv.  119  n. 

Tweeddale,  cited,  v.  73  n. 

Tyrants,  so-called,  i.  415,  897. 

Tyrawley,  Lord,  at  Portugal,  vi.  240. 

Tyroonnell,    Excellency,  iv.  826;   at 


Potsdam,  857,  358,  890,  893,  899, 
408. 

UCKEBITDNDE,  L  215. 

Ulm,  ii  422. 

Ulrich  von  Hiitten.  cited,  i.  223  n. 

Ulrique  Sleonora  Queen  of  Swedes.  I 

449. 
Ulrique,  Prinoen  Looiaa,  i  449,  541 ; 

iii.  262;  Letter  to  Friedrich,  647; 

Marriage,  736, 7dd ;  becomes  Qneoi 

of  Sweden,  iv.  362 ;  chagrins  s&d 

contumacies;  Senators  demand  sigfat 

and  count  of  the  Crown  Jewels,  in. 

470 ;  she  visits  Berlin,  506 ;  Buadi- 

ing's  account  of  her,  609-511 ;  her 

death,  513-515. 
Umminger,  J.  J.,  of  Landshut,  iii  492, 

496. 
Unertl,  Baron  von,  paasionately  wans 

Eiiri  Albert   against  the  French 

alliance,  iii.  364,  652. 
Union  of  Frankfurt,  !▼.  18. 
Unruh,  Herr  von,  killed  by  the  Poki, 

vi.  488. 
Unruh,  Major,  at  Glats,  vi  85. 
Ursula,  St,  ii.  257. 
Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  i.  871,  439,  546; 

iv.  472. 

Vach,  affair  at,  v.  59. 

Valfons,  Marquis  de,  cited,  iv.  118  n. ; 
V.  149  n. 

Yalori,  drops  a  diplomatie  note,  iii 
424  ;  at  Gross  Keondotl  456, 4^, 
483  ;  at  siege  of  Keisse,  485 ;  goes 
to  Belleisle,  50a ;  at  Dresden,  516; 
with  the  French  Army  at  Xrebitecb, 
541 ;  nettled  with  Gomte  Maurice. 
542 ;  with  Friedrich  in  his  9uion 
troubles,  549;  with  BeUeide  at 
Prag,  616  ;  Buq>icioas  of  Volutins 
705 ;  informs  Friedrich  of  Belle- 
isle's  capture,  iv.  77 ;  his  mi«io& 
to  Dresden,  91-93  ;  with  Friedrich 
in  Silesia,  127  ;  at  Hohenfriedbeig 
batUe,  140, 142,  146,  148, 152 ;  hOs 
into  disgrace  with  Frledridi,  l^i' 
saved  from  Pandours  by  D'Ai^ 
172 ;  quits  the  army  for  BredsOt 
179 ;  tries  to  prevent  the  Peace  of 
Dresden,  221  ;  blames  Friedrich  in 
re^BLrd  to  Pompadour,  512;  con- 
versation with  the  Prince  of  Prus- 
sia, 586,  587;  quits  Berlin,  563; 
letter  from  Prince  of  Prussia,  584 : 
mentioned  also,  iii  88, 98,  363.359, 
422,  689,  588 ;  iv.  88, 72, 78,  74,  ^ 
94;  cited,  78n. 

Vandals.    See  Wends. 

Yanihagen  von  Snse's  account  of  Vol* 
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taire*8  arrest,  iv.  446 ;  cited,  i.  30 n.; 
iv.  271  n. ;  v.  309  n. ;  vi.  241  n. 

Vatel,  of  Drait  da  Oens,  at  Berlin, 
iii.  545. 

Vaudreil,  M.  de,  loses  Montreal,  v. 
568. 

Vaugrenand,  M.  de,  iv.  222,  223. 

Vehse,  oited,  vi.  517  n. 

Yellinghausen,  Battle  of,  vi.  196-201. 

Verdun,  iii.  669. 

Vere,  Sir  Horace,  i.  828. 

Vergennes,  M.  de,  in  Turkey,  trying  to 
kindle  war  with  Russia,  vi.  430, 
431,  498. 

Vemon,  Admiral,  iii.  115, 139 ;  attacks 
Porto-Bello,  381 ;  Carthagena,  382, 
885  ;  quarrel  with  Wentworth,  887; 
miserable  consequences,  389. 

Vesuvius,  Eruptions  of,  vi.  343. 

Victor  Amadeus  King  of  Sardinia,  ii. 
855. 

Victor  Leopold  of  Anhalt-Bemburg, 
iv.  101. 

Vienna,  Ck)ngre88  of,  i  323  ;  Karl  VL's 
Treaty  of,  565  ;  ii.  462 ;  what  Fried- 
rich  thought  of  the  Vienna  Court, 
447. 

Vigo,  descent  on,  i.  560. 

ViUa,  Dr.,  ii.  134,  141. 

Villars,  Duchease  de,  immortalises  Vol- 
taire with  a  kiss,  iii.  650. 

Villars,  Marshal,  ii.  490. 

Villebois,  General,  vL  278. 

VilUers,  Mr.,  iii.  490. 

Villiers,  Sir  Thomas,  iv.  207,  221,  227, 
295. 

Vilshofen,  iv.  95. 

Viom6nil  makes  bad  worse  in  Poland, 
vi.  481. 

Viner's,  Mr.,  speech  in  Parliament,  iii. 
369,  370,  872. 

Vimsperg,  i.  107. 

Vitus,  St.,  prayers  to,  iv.  22,  85. 

Vladislaus  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, i.  232,  235,  282. 

Voghera,  Marquis  de,  vi.  649. 

Vohburg  Family,  the,  i.  102. 

Voigtland,  Duke  of,  i.  124,  156. 

Voigt,  cited,  1.  80  n.,  123  n. 

Voltaire,  and  his  scandalous  Libel  or 
Life  of  Friedrioh,i.  16;  ii.  270,277; 
his  Life  of  Charles  XIL,  i.  438  ;  ii. 
15, 588 ;  his  first  renown,  500 ;  sees 
the  Congress  of  Cambrai,  562  ;  his 
Henriade,  7,  588;  his  Name,  14, 
585  ;  -Friedrich's  admiration,  480, 
595,  597;  their  correspondence, 
577, 596, 633  ;  Sauerteig's  estimate, 
678  ;  no  propler  History  of  Voltaire, 
579 ;  his  parentage  and  youth,  580; 
insulted  by  the  Duo  de  Bohan,  583; 


challenges  him,  and  flies  to  Eng- 
land, 584 ;  English  influences  and 
associates,  585 ;  his  stereotype  Eng- 
lishman, 587 ;  a  shrewd  financier, 
588  ;  returns  liiumphant  to  France, 
589 ;  Lions  and  Dogs  in  his  path, 
590;  Madame  du  Ch&telet,  592; 
life  at  Cirey,  593 ;  his  first  Letter 
to  Friedrich,  600 ;  his  account  of 
Luiscius;  difference  between  a 
witty  satire  and  a  prose  fact,  627  ; 
edits  Friedrich's  Anti'Maochiavel, 
653 ;  receives  a  cask  of  wine  from 
Friedrich,  iii.  7  ;  printing  the  Anti- 
Macchiavelf  54  ;  Friedrich's  press- 
ing invitations,  55  ;  account  of  the 
Strasburg  Adventure,  63,  75  ;  Vol- 
taire and  Maupertuis,  76  ;  first  in- 
terview with  ITriedrich,  84 ;  what 
he  thought  of  the  Herstal  affair, 
108 ;  first  visit  to  Berlin,  147 ;  at 
Lille,  319 ;  quiiszes  Maupertuis,  325; 
"  Fr6d6ric  le  Grand,"  591 ;  visits 
Friedrich  at  Aachen,  604, 635  ;  get- 
ting Mahomet  on  the  boards,  633  ; 
home  to  Cirey  again,  648 ;  vacancy 
in  the  Academy,  649;  made  im- 
mortal by  a  kiss,  650 ;  fourth  visit 
to  Friedrich,  701  ;  differences  with 
Madame  du  Chdtelet,  702,  719  ;  his 
secret  Diplomatic  Commission,  703; 
on  slippery  ground,  705  ;  hands  in 
a  "Memorial"  to  Friedrich,  706, 
710 ;  end  of  his  diplomacy,  716 ; 
Three  Madrigals,  717.  Letters: — 
to  Maupertuis,  79,  93, 718 ;  to  Cide- 
\ille,  95,  635;  D'Argenson,  635; 
Fleury,  636;  Amelot,  714;  first 
seen  by  Louis  XV.  at  Freyburg,  iv. 
S6  ;  celebrates  the  victory  of  Fon- 
tenoy,  124 ;  a  gleam  in  him  from 
the  Eternities,  248  ;  makes  way  at 
Court,  251 ;  no  favourite  with 
Louis  XV.,  152,  256 ;  gets  into  the 
Academy,  253 ;  Travenol  Lawsuit, 
253-255  ;  on  a  visit  at  Sceaux,  257- 
264 ;  tremulous  anxiety  about  his 
manuscripts,  263 ;  his  account  of 
Madame  du  Ch^telet's  lying-in, 
284 ;  singular  emotion  at  her  death, 
285 ;  grand  reception  at  Berlin, 
811 ;  seen  by  CoUini  at  the  Car- 
rousel, 320;  not  yet  sunset  with 
him,  322  ;  coolness  towartls  him  at 
the  French  Court,  323  ;  every  pre- 
caution that  his  Berlin  visit  should 
be  no  loss,  323,  324 ;  his  own  ac- 
count of  his  Berlin  festivities,  325 ; 
Friedrich's  Supreme  of  Literature, 
326  ;  spiteful  rumours,  327  ;  really 
attached  to  Friedrich,  328 ;  visited 
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by  Konig,  338 ;  gets  D^Aniaud  dis- 
missed, 335,  336;  shameful  Jew- 
Lawsuit,  336-357;  illegal  stock- 
jobbing, 339  ;  clutches  Jew  Hirsch 
by  the  windpipe,  350;  calls  on 
Formey,  351 ;  a  fraudulent  docu- 
ment, 353-355  ;  left  languishing  in 
Berlin,  357-359 ;  co«y  little  dinners, 
360 ;  tries  to  keep  up  appearances, 
360,  361,  378;  strives  to  forget 
there  ever  was  a  Hirsch,  374  ;  sure 
enough  a  strange  Trismegistus,  375; 
occasional  flights  to  Paris,  376 ;  ill- 
health,  discontent,  misery  driven 
into  meanness,  378 ;  his  Louis  Qua- 
torze  goes  steadily  on,  379,  380; 
honest  literary  help  to  Friedrich, 

380,  381 ;   little  bits  of  flatteries, 

381,  382 ;  can  keep  patience  with 
Haupertuis  no  longer,  383,  397, 
398 ;  a  certain  jealous  respect  for 
Rothenburg,  389 ;  fractions  of  Let- 
ters to  Friedrich,  390  ;  Louis  Qua- 
torze  published,  and  pirated;  'all 
Prussia  to  the  rescue,'  395 ;  t^e 
'orange-skin*  and  *  dirty-linen'  ru- 
mours, 396;  La  Mettrie^s  death, 
399;  enmity  of  La  Beaumelle,401; 
testifies  to  Friedrich*s  conversa- 
tional powers,  407;  obscene  scan- 
dals about  Friedrich,  413 ;  takes 
part  in  the  Konig- Haupertuis  quar- 
rel, 428 ;  letter  on  the  subject^ 
quizzing  Maupertuis,  429;  Fned- 
rich  indignanUy  replies,  430 ;  Lkfc- 
torAkakia,  431-433  ;  published,  in 
spite  of  his  promise  to  the  King, 
434 ;  sick,  and  in  disgrace,  435, 
437  ;  outward  reconciliation,  436- 
440 ;  last  interview  with  Friedrich, 
439,  440;  goes  to  Dresden,  440; 
receives  a  ^reatening  letter  from 
Maupertuis,  and  replies  to  it,  441, 
442;  at  the  Court  of  Sachsen- 
Ootha,  442  ;  arrested  at  Frankfurt, 
444-454  ;  strikes  Van  Duren,  449  ; 
wanders  about  for  several  years, 
455;  Wilhelmina  very  kind  to  him, 
455,  456  ;  writes  to  Friedrich,  489 ; 
indifferent  Epigram  on  Kings 
Friedrich  and  George,  602;  at 
Qotha,  V.  155 ;  Wilhelmina  urges 
him  to  help  in  her  peace  project, 
&c.,  160,  168-171 ;  renewed  corre- 
spondence with  Friedrich,  165,  169, 
170,  175,  541,  676,  577  ;  a  good 
word  for  Soubise,  384 ;  verses  on 
Wilhelmina,  395  n. ;  peace  expec- 
tations, 539,  541,  604 ;  last  touch 
to  Maupertuis's  life -drama,  589, 
610,  615,  618  ;  not  the  publisher  of 


(Eutres  du  Philascpke  de  &w- 
Souci,   598;   characteristic  corre- 
spondence with,  and  about  Fried- 
rich, 607-622;  'Lion  and  Moose.' 
610,  611 ;  '  Luc,'  hia  nickname  Ua 
Friedrich,  612 ;  case  of  Widow  Cz- 
las,  618 ;  hatred  of  a  fanatic  Pope- 
dom, vi.  342 ;  has  no  antidpatioB 
of  the  coming  French  Berolutioiu 
342-344;  interest  in   the  expected 
liberation  of  Greece,  461 ;  writes 
to  Friedrich  of  the  visit  of  Wilhel- 
mina's  Daughter,   515-518;  longs 
to  do  battle  on  L'inffime,  520 ;  Dr. 
Bumey's  account  of  him  at  Femer, 
526-529;  Mr.  Sherlock's,  529-531  ; 
his  gay  costume,  5dO ;   bis  high 
opinion  of  Newton,  634  ;  apotheo- 
sis at  Paris,  and  death,  581,  582: 
Smelfungus   on,    598-600:   men- 
tioned also,  iii.  5,  14,  21,  37, 128, 
203,  276;   iv.   228,  235,  416;  vL 
411,  447,  662,  570,  583  n.;  died,  L 
16  n. ;  ii  15  n. ;  iii.  56  n.,  64  n. ;  ir. 
117  n. ;  V.  171  n. ;  vL  75n, 

Von  Loen,  cited,  i.  502  n  ;  iii.  627  n. 

Vota,  the  famous  Jesuit,  L  46. 

Votes  did  not  carry  Columbus  ioAae- 
rica,  iiL  5. 

Wackebbabth,  Fieldmaiahal,  ii  22, 
185. 

Wade,  General,  ui.  680,  744,  746;  iv. 
4,  10,  11 ;  his  helplessness,  14, 112. 

Waghauscl,  ii.  503. 

Wagram,  i.  9,  133. 

Wahlstadt,  vL  61. 

WakenitE,  General,  at  Zomdorf ,  v.  839. 

Walch,  iv.  307. 

Waldau,  Colonel,  ii.  211,  435. 

Waldburg,  Colonel  Truchsess  vob,  ii. 
102  ;  iii.  6,  552  n. ;  chases  the  Psn* 
dours,  iv.  55 ;  his  death,  145. 

Waldeck,  at  Fontenoy,  iv.  116, 122. 

Wales's,  Prince  o^  Plume,  L 168 ;  an- 
cestors, ii.  217. 

Wallenstein,  i.  326,  333,  336,  434;  il 
446 

Wallis,'iii.  138, 179  ;  at  Bieslao.  ISC- 
strengthens  Glogau,  182 ;  will  resist 
to  the  utmost,  193,  281 ;  surrenders, 
285 ;  at  Habelsohwert,  iv.  68. 

Wallis,  Colonel,  conspires  with  tnitor 
Warkotsch  for  the  betrayal  ^ 
Friedrich,  vi.  225-229. 

Walpole,  Horace,  i.  531;  ii.  58;  iv. 
295,  296  ;  on  the  Fight  of  Kloster 
Kampen,  vi.  189;  on  Dissenter 
Mauduit,  and  the  German  War, 
142-144;  'Letter  to  JeanJaques,' 
449 ;  friendship  for  Conway,  oS5. 
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Walpole's*  George  the  Seoond,'  v.  65, 
66  ;  cited,  i.  529  n. ;  ii.  18  n. ;  iv. 
d24n.;  y.  66n.;  ▼!.  189n. 

Walpole,  Robert,  i.  529 ;  ii.  5,  620, 
646,  674;  ill.  275;  the  phenomenon 
of,  in  England,  878,  877,  888,  890 ; 
Walpole  and  his  taUdng  apparatus, 
V.  64,  70. 

Walpot  Ton  Basaenheim,  i.  110. 

Walrave,  Engineer,  iii.  289,  862,  487, 
556 ;  sulky  at  the  Old  Dessauer's 
bantering,  558 ;  a  brulish  polyga- 
mist,  559  ;  prisoner  for  life,  iv.  585. 

Wangenheim,  Major  Ton,  and  her  Po- 
lish Majesty,  iv.  558,  554. 

Wangenheim,  General,  in  battle  of 
Minden,  v.  448-451. 

War,  art  of,  i.  10 ;  War,  not  a  school 
of  pity,  iy.  47;  omnipotence  of 
luck  in  matters  of,  228,  245  ;  War, 
an  Art,  iii.  121 ;  Wars  not  memo- 
rable, 823 ;  needless  Wars,  408 ; 
War,  not  an  oyer-fond  Mother  to 
her  Sons,  vi.  20,  21. 

Warkotsch,  Baron  yon,  entertains 
Friedrich  at  Schonbrunn,  yi.  221 ; 
traitorously  betrays  him  to  the 
Austrians,  but  his  plot  disooyered, 
228-287  ;  arrested  and  escapee,  228- 
230. 

Wamery,  v.  41. 

Warsaw,  Battle  of,  1.  849 ;  Kalkstein 
kidnapped  at,  861 ;  Election  at,  ii 
482;  *  Union'  and  'Treaty'  of ,  iy. 
88,  90,  499,  504,  505. 

Wartburg,  i.  119. 

Wartensleben,  Captain,  ii.  688,  640 ; 
Adjutant-General,  iii.  178,  299. 

Washington,  George,  iy.  474;  early 
war-passages  with  the  French,  478, 
479 :  mentioned  also,  y.  882. 

Wasner,  Austrian  Minister  at  Paris,  iii. 
490. 

Weber,' cited,  i.  250  n. ;  iii.  261  n. 

Wedell,  General,  at  Leuthen,  y.  249, 
250;  Saxony,  878;  sent  against 
Soltikof,  429 ;  foiled  in  battle  of 
Zullichau,  482-486;  marches  to- 
wards Frankfurt,  444  ;  at  Siege  of 
Dresden,  vi.  81 ;  becomes  War- 
Minister,  864. 

Wedell,  Leonidas,  at  Elbe-Teinits,  iy. 
58,  54  ;  V.  481. 

Wegfuhrer,  cited,  i  58n. 

Wehlau,  ii.  820. 

Wehla,  General,  enters  Saxony,  v.  510 ; 
at  siege  of  Dresden,  514  ;  captured 
by  Prince  Henri  at  Hoyerswerda, 
546. 

Weibertreue,  ii.  244. 

Weimar,  Duke  of,  ii.  612 ;  t.  155. 


Weingarten,  senior  and  junior,  iv.  502. 

Weinheim,  ii.  522. 

Weinsberg,  Siege  of,  L  846  n. ;  ii.  244. 

Weissenb^,  Battle  of,  i.  328,  341 ;  ii. 
446. 

Weissenborn,  iv.  807. 

Weissenburg,  Lines  of,  iv.  8. 

Weissenfels,  v.  191. 

Weissenf els,  Johann  Adolf  Duke  of,  ii. 
41,  60,  116,  128,  186,  421,  422,  485; 
iv.  17;  interview  with  Friedrich,  28; 
marches  to  join  the  Austrians,  42, 
46;  sends  Saxe  to  waylay  Einsiedel, 
67  ;  help  to  Prince  Karl  in  invading 
Silesia,  105, 127 ;  in  junction  wil£ 
the  Austrians,  131,  184,  136 ;  Ho- 
henfriedbeiK,  188,  141,  145,  160. 

Welfs,  the,  ii.  881 ;  the  Welf  Sove- 
reigns, iii.  674. 

Welmina,  near  Lobositz,  iv.  578. 

Wenck,  cited,  vi  831  n. 

Wends,  the,  settling  in  Europe,  i.  68, 
77 ;  converted  to  Christianity  and 
Civilisation,  88,  85,  94. 

Wentworth,  General,  at  Carthagena,iii. 
885,  887,  890. 

Wentsel,  the  young  Bohemian  King,  i. 
145,  162. 

Wenzel,  Kaiser,  i.  173,  176,  182,  185, 
192 ;  killed  in  OlmCitas,  v.  291. 

Werben,  ii.  424. 

Werner,  General,  v.  60 ;  at  Landshut, 
533,  558 ;  rescues  Colberg,  vi.  SS; 
defends  Belgard,  182;  again  at  Col- 
berg, 207 ;  taken  prisoner  and 
carried  to  Petersburg,  209,  210; 
liberated  and  returns  home,  276. 

Werthem,  Herr  Graf  von,  iv.  801. 

West,  Gilbert,  iii.  758. 

Westphalen's,  Herr,  Leitmeritz  Journal, 
v.  104-6  ;  cited,  103  n. 

Westphalia, ,  savage  condition  of,  i. 
869 ;  hams,  870 ;  Treaty  of,  846 ; 
u.  412. 

Whitfield,  Rev.  Mr.,  v.  280. 

Wied,  General,  with  Friedrich  at  Burk- 
ersdorf,  vi.  287-297  ;  sent  with  re- 
inforcements into  Saxony,  811, 
819. 

Wiesenthal,  ii.  508. 

Wieskau,  Camp  of,  iv.  106. 

Wigs,  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  taxes  on,  i. 
420. 

Wilhehn  Bishop  of  Riga,  1.  242. 

Wilhehn  of  Hessen,  i.  327,  886. 

Wilhelm,  Yiceregent  of  Hessen,  iii. 
529,  657,  661,  686,  727. 

Wilhelm,  Landgraf ,  and  his  Hessians, 
iv.  89 ;  with  Belleisle  at  Cassel, 
75  ;  consents  to  be  neutral,  94  ;  in 
l^^rmont,  241 ;  becomes  Landgraf 
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in  reality,  862;  lodges  Voltaire, 
447. 

Wilhelm  the  Rich,  Markgraf  of  Meis- 

.     sen,  i.  182. 

Wilhelm,  Prince  Margraf,  death  of, 
iv.  2G. 

Wilhelmina,  cited,  L  27  n. 

Wilhelmina,  Frederika  Sophie,  i.  25, 
27, 88, 107,  228, 872, 640 ;  her  Book, 
with  its  ^rill  exaggerations,  yet 
earnest  veracity,  883,  405,  605  ;  ii. 
588  ;  her  Portrait  as  a  child,  i.  445; 
her  account  of  Czar  Peter's  visit, 
458,  457 ;  recollections  of  Wuster- 
hausen,  478  ;  love  for  her  Brother, 
488 ;  proposed  marriage  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  527,  674  ;  it  38, 
148;  interview  with  Creorge  I.,  i. 
535 ;  her  notion  of  Qrumkow  and 
the  Old  Dessauer,  589 ;  account  of 
Franke  the  Pietist,  il.  19 ;  hei  Bro- 
ther's visit  to  King  August,  25 ; 
August's  visit  to  Berlin,  84;  Wilhel- 
mina's  ineffectual  Suitors,  88,  91, 
116  ;  ilhiess,  54,  69, 107  ;  her  sister 
Louisa's  marriage,  69;  her  Father's 
violent  ill-usage,  7 1, 87, 1 18 ;  anxiety 
about  her  Brother,  1 14 ;  is  to  h& 
married  out  of  hand,  117 ;  worn 
down  by  agitations,  128 ;  Friedrich 
of  Baireuth,  129, 808;  troubles  with 
her  Mother,  182, 465;  Dr.  Villa,  184; 
her  Brother  talks  of  flight,  140 ; 
prematurely  saluted  as  Princess  of 
Wfdes,148;  Katte's  unwise  worship, 
206;  no  marriage  with  England, 
207 ;  her  Brother's  attempted  flight, 
and  arrest,  260 ;  his  letters  burnt, 
and  fictitious  substitutes  written, 
262;  her  Father's  furious  rage,  268; 
a  close  prisoner  in  the  Berlin  Palace, 
274,  809 ;  her  pity  for  j>oor  Katte, 
288 ;  to  marry  the  Prince  of  Bai- 
reuth, 808  ;  her  distracted  consent, 
811 ;  preparations  for  betrothal, 
812 ;  the  Prince  introduced,  814  ;  a 
Bride  these  six  months,  857;  her 
magnificent  wedding,  861;  meeting 
with  her  Brother,  366 ;  opens  her 
heart  to  her  Father,  869  ;  a  grand 
problem  coming  for  her,  889,  449 ; 
letters  from  her  Brpther,  897,  470, 
507,  509,  512 ;  helps  the  SaLsburg 
Protestants,  421 ;  her  Father's  vi^^ 
449 ;  her  inauspicious  visit  to  Berlin, 
465,  471 ;  meetings  with  her  Bro- 
ther and  his  Bride,  466,  471 ;  diffi- 
cult meeting  with  him  on  his  way 
to  Philipsbuig,  506 ;  he  visits  her 
at  Baireuth,  strangely  altered,  531; 
ill.  59;  disappointed  vrith  his  man- 


ner, 61 ;  retain  visit  to  Be1in,lS4; 
truest  of  magnetic  noedles,  but  so 
sensitive  and  liable  to  deflcctioo, 
125;  Karl  Albert's  passage  tbroof^ 
Baireuth,  526;  account  of  his  Coro- 
nation, 527,  588 ;  receives  Madamf 
da  Belleisle,  531 ;  meets  the  new 
Empress,  582;  receives  the  Dudiess 
of  Wflrtembo^,  588 ;  visits  Fried- 
rich,  iv.  257;  her  daughter  married. 
286 ;  at  Berlin  Carrousel,  queen  of 
the  scene,  811 ;  returns  borne,  842 ; 
serious  illness,  868;  letters  from 
Friedrich,  898,  399,  6«8;  kindnees 
to  Voltaire,  455,  456  ;  in  the  neigh, 
bourhood  of  war,  iii.  37  ;  v.  58-a 
114,  412  ;  confers  Knighthood  on 
Colonel  Mayer,  60;  letters  from 
Friedrich,  116,  118,  156,  172-174, 
21 1 ;  hopes  for  peace,  148  ;  a  noble 
sisterly  affection  in  her,  vehemently 
trying  the  impossible,  163 ;  come- 
apondenoe  with  Yoltabie,  164,  168, 
171;  Friediicti'&BpUred^mkiitevr. 
165-168  ;  her  answer,  174  ;  fnmtie 
letter  to  her  Brother,  181,  182; 
visited  by  Prince  Henri,  298;  Fried- 
rich's  esteem  and  love  for  her,  81^ 
814;  his  grief  at  her  death,  871, 395. 

Wilhelmsthal,  Battle  of,  vi.  297. 

Wilke,  ii.  324. 

Wille's  Engraving  of  Friedrich,  ill  9  n. 

William  Conqueror,  i.  415. 

William,  Count  of  Holland,  *  Pope'; 
Elaiser '  i.  128 

William,  our  Dutch,  L  58,  57, 58, 358, 
862:  iii.  98;  vL556. 

WUliams's,  Sir  Hanbury,  first  audience 
with  Friedrich,  iv.  2tM ;  biti  of 
acrid  testimony,  but  with  fstsl 
proclivity  to  scandal,  295,  300; 
knows  his  Cicero  by  heart,  325; 
his  opinion  of  Prussia,  170,  171 ; 
wandering  continental  duties,  459, 
461 ;  negotiations  and  bribings  at 
Petersbuig,  515-517 ;  all  his  in- 
triguing come  to  nothing,  519, 520 ; 
his  account  of  the  Caanna,  521, 
522  :  mentioned  also,  v.  109. 

Willich,  Pastor,  killed  by  the  Poles, 
vi.  488. 

Wihmanstrand,  Siege  of,  iii.  260. 

Wilmington,  Lord,  v.  70. 

Winkehnann,  ii  424. 

Winkler,  Professor,  vi  149. 

Winter  Campaigns,  iii.  558. 

Winterfeld,  goes  to  Russia,  iii  150, 
251 ;  how  he  got  his  Wife,  256;  at 
HoUwits,  814 ;  at  Bothschka,895 ; 
on  march  through  Saxony,  iv.  1<> ; 
in  Silesia,  108,  104 ;  skilfolfy  de- 
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fends  Landshnt ;  brilliant  effectu- 
ality shining  through  all  he  does, 
181 ;  with  Friedrioh  as  Vanguard, 
132, 136 ;  Hohenfriedberg,  140, 146 ; 
Hennersdorf,  200, 201, 202 ;  hastens 
after  Prince  Karl,  206 ;  does  not 
shine  in  learned  circles,  388 ;  dis- 
covers the  Sucon  intrigues,  and 
gains  access  to  their  state-docu- 
ments, 601-603 ;  eager  to  attack, 
683,  634 ;  high  hopes  for  Prussia, 
584;  in  conference  with  Priedrich, 
639, 640 ;  takes  a  tour  in  Bohemia, 
641 ;  interview  with  Polish  Ma- 
jesty, 666 ;  negotiates  terms  with 
the  Saxon  Army,  697-699;  with 
8ch  werin  at  Frag,  v.  27, 83-61 ;  badly 
wounded,  37  ;  account  of  the  bat- 
tle, 48-61 ;  with  the  Prince  of  Prus- 
sia, 119-122;  received  with  honour 
by  the  King,  129 ;  attacks  Nadasti 
at  Hirschfeld,  134 ;  with  Bevem 
watching  the  Austrians,  136 ;  posted 
at  J&kelsberg,  137;  suddenly  at- 
tacked by  Nadasti,  138  ;  vigorous 
defence  and  death,  139 ;  except 
Friedrich,  the  most  shining  figure, 
in  the  Prussian  army,  141 ;  statue 
in  Berlin,  373  :  mentioned  also,  iv. 
271,411. 

Wit,  modem,  i.  204,  265 ;  Hanbury's 
London  Wit,  iv.  296 ;  Friedrich's 
Colony  of  French  Wits,  405. 

Wittelsbach,  Graf  von,  iii.  624. 

Wittenbeiig,  Siege  of,  i.  288. 

Wobersnow,  General,  seizes  Sulkow- 
ski  and  his  Polacks,  v.  406, 407 ;  with 
Dohna,  against  the  Bussians,  427, 
428 ;  his  portable  field-bakery,  430 ; 
urges  an  attack,  431 ;  at  battle  of 
Zullichau,  482  ;  death,  434. 

Wolden,  Hofmarschall,  iL  304,  834, 
839,345,386,666. 

Wolf,  and  the  Halle  University,  L  622 ; 
what  Friedrich  thought  of  him,  ii. 
698,  606;  quits  Marburg  for  his 
old  place  at  Halle,  iii.  13,  203. 

Wolf,  Pater,  Kaiser^s  Confessor,  i  69. 

Wolfe,  General,  worUi  of,  discerned 
by  Pitt,  V.  286 ;  at  capture  of  Louis- 
berg,  312 ;  unsuccessful  attempt  on 
Quebec,  454, 465  ;  descends  the  St. 
Lawrence  for  one  more  attempt, 
655  ;  captures  Quebec,  and  with  it 
Canada,  666;  the  prettiest  sol- 
diering among  the  English  for  seve- 
ral generations,  557 ;  excitement 
in  England  at  the  news  of  his  vio- 
toiy  and  death,  660. 

Wolfersdorf,  Colonel  von,  beautifully 
defends  himself  in  Torgau,  v.  604- 


608 ;  on  march  for  Dresden,  612, 
619  ;  captures  a  party  of  Austrian 
horse,  620;  with  Wunsch  before 
Dresden,  621 ;  they  drive  Kleefeld 
from  Torgau,  622  ;  made  prisoner 
at  Maxen,  676. 

Wolfgang  Wilhelm.  See  Pfah-Neu- 
burff. 

Wolfetiema,  Swedish  Envoy  at  Dres- 
den, iv.  195. 

Work,  a  Captain  of,  L  582. 

World,  the,  much  of  a  bedlam,  iv.  168. 

Worms,  Treaty  of,  iii.  699,  721. 

Woronaow,  Countess,  Czar  Peter's  Mis- 
tress, vi.  278-375. 

Woronzow,  Grand-Chancellor  of  Rus- 
sia, vi.  400. 

Worth,  Human,  reverence  for,  vL  847. 

Wotton,  Sir  Henry,  i.  816  n.,  320,  827. 

Wraxall,  cited,  ii.  11  n. ;  vi.  877. 

Wreech,  Colonel,  ii.  102,  889;  his 
Wife  and  Friedrich  at  Cfistrin, 
344,  349. 

Writing  Bra,  i.  14. 

Wunsch,  of  the  Prussian  Fzee-Coips, 
V.  60 ;  distinguishes  himself  under 
Prince  Henri,  418;  Kunersdorf,  464, 
482;  marches  into  Saxony,  497, 608- 
612,  616 ;  hastens  to  relief  of  Dres- 
den, 619,  620 ;  hears  that  Schmet- 
tau  has  capitulated,  621 ;  delivers 
Torgau,  and  is  Lord  of  the  North- 
em  regions,  622  ;  seemingly  a  high 
career  before  him,  628 ;  with  Finck 
at  Maxen,  667,  668,  570,  674  ;  tries 
to  get  the  Cavalry  away,  but  is 
obliged  to  surrender,  576 ;  defends 
Glatz,  vi.  600. 

Wfirbitz,  Fight  of,  iv.  104. 

Wiirmser,  bums  Habelschwert,  vi.  600. 

Wiirtemberg,  Duchess  Dowager  of; 
Wilhdmina's  account  of  her  at 
Frankfurt,  iii.  628 ;  and  at  Bai- 
reuth,  533 ;  her  reception  bedroom 
at  Berlin,  685  ;  quarrels  with  D'Ar- 
gens,  646 ;  demands  her  son  of 
King  Friedrich,  716. 

Wiirtemberg,  Eberhard  Ludwig  Duke 
of,  ii.  231,  496 ;  matrimonial  and 
amatory  iniquity,  232;  moved  to 
repentance,  236,  312 ;  Karl  Alex- 
ander Duke  of,  237,  442,  496,  643  ; 
Schiller's  Duke  of,  ii.  448. 

Wiirtemberg,  Friedrich  Eugen,  Iii. 
637 ;  iv.  287 ;  raises  his  arm  against 
Excellency  Broglio,  565  ;  at  Hoch- 
kirch,  V.  868;  watching  Loudon 
and  Haddick,  438 ;  at  Sagan,  440 ; 
battle  of  Kunersdorf,  471,  480; 
wounded,  481 ;  ill  at  Berlin,  640 ; 
a,t  the  Castle  of  Schwedt,  seised  by 
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the  Cossacks,  681 ;  hastens  to  the 
a&Histanoe  of  Berlin,  vi.  90 ;  marches 
into  Saxony,  101,  lOi ;  de^atohes 
Colonel  Kleist  upon  his  brother, 
the  reigning  Duke,  105 ;  at  Ros- 
tock, 176n. ,-  with  Heyde  defend- 
ing Colberg,  207-211,  231,  232; 
gives  his  poor  Wife  great  trouble, 
445 ;  becomes  reigning  Duke,  446, 
550 :  mentioned  also,  y.  268 ;  vi. 
176  n.;  266  n. 

Wiirtemberg,  Earl  Kugen  Duke  of; 
boyish  gallantries,  iii.  534 ;  under 
the  guardianship  of  Friedrich,  534, 
715;  Schiller's  Duke,  637;  part- 
ing letter  from  Friedrich,  747;  mar- 
ries Wilhelmina's  Daughter,  iv.  286; 
impossible  to  live  with  him,  287;  v. 
518 ;  at  Kolin,  99  ;  his  poor  Wife, 
412;  bitter  enmity  to  Friedrich,  683; 
driven  headlong  out  of  Fulda,  684- 
686;  frightened  homeward  and  out 
of  the  wars  altogether,  vi.  105. 

Wurzburg,  Bishop  of,  iii.  714. 

Wusterhausen,  description  of,  i.  477 ; 
Treaty  of,  699,  631 ;  ii.  76 ;  Ta- 
bagie  at,  i.  613;  Treaty  of,  iii. 
847. 

Wylich,  General,  ii.  667  ;  iv.  662,  664. 

Wyndham,  Henry,  v.  281. 

Wyndham,  Miss  Barbara,  iv.  367  ;  sub- 
sidy to  Friedrich,  v.  281-286. 

Xavieb's,  Prince,  profane  revelling 
during  siege  of  Prag,  v.  77;  at 
the  burning  of  Zittau,  125 ;  with 
BrogUo,  vi.  43;  in  Saxony,  249: 
mentioned  also,  404. 

Yaxkse  Nation,  iii.  880. 
Yarmouth,  Countess  of,  iii.  62. 
York,  Duke  of,  vi.  679. 
Youthful  dissipations,  mud-bath  of, 

ii.  27,  29. 
Ysenburg,  Prince  von,  beaten  by  Sou- 

bise,  V.  384;    near  Frankfurt-on- 

Mayn,  404  ;  battle  of  Bergen,  408  ; 

death,  409. 

Zamoiski,  vi.  418. 

Zastrow,  Commandant,  makes  poor 
defence  of  Schweidnitz,  which  is 
captured  by  Loudon,  vi.  216  ;  letter 
from  the  King,  who  leaves  him 
well  alone  for  the  future,  218,  219; 
at  Amoneburg,  314. 

Zastrow,  General,  killed,  v.  17;  vL 
219. 

Zedlitz,  Minister  of  Public  Justice,  vi. 
613 ;  cannot  pronounce  sentence  as 
enjoined  by  the  King,  626-628. 


Zeiller,  3e»ekreibungvanBokgm,csiei, 
iiL294n. 

Zeits,  iL  422. 

Zelle,  i.  494. 

Zeiter,  cited,  vL  14811. 

Zentha,  Battle  of,  it  249. 

Ziethen,  iL  542 ;  at  Rothschloss,  iii. 
394 ;  rises  rapidly  in  favour,  393 ; 
in  Moravia,  644  ;  at  si^e  of  Prag. 
iv.  24 ;  repulses  Pandours  at  Tein 
Bridge,  43;  decidedly  a  racier 
likeable  man,  44  ;  at  Elbe-Tdniiz, 
63,  54 ;  with  the  Old  De«saoer  in 
Silesia,  67 ;  takes  message  to  Mar- 
graf  Karl,  at  Jagemdorf,  129;  at 
HohenfriedbeiK,  148;  at  Hennere- 
dorf ,  202 ;  at  Pima,  592 ;  on  march 
for  Prag,  v.  18 ;  in  battle,  41,  44 ; 
at  Ko^  86,  87,  96 ;  with  ibs 
Prince  of  Prussia,  121 ;  with  Be- 
vem  at  battle  of  Breslao,  228; 
takes  command  of  tiie  Beven 
wreck,  231;  joins  the  King  at 
Parchwitz,  232;  Leuthen,  245, 
249-251,  256 ;  chases  Prince  Karl 
from  Breslau,  263 ;  Troppau,  290, 
294 ;  OhniitB,  299  ;  meets  Moeel's 
convoy,  300,  303 ;  no  efforts  csn 
save  it,  304,  805  ;  following  Dann 
into  Saxony,  346,  846 ;  at  Hodi- 
kiroh,  361,  363,  364,  367 ;  nearly 
captured  at  Sorau,  684 ;  reports  the 
approach  of  Beichafolk  on  Fiock. 
570 ;  court-martial  on  Finck,  57S; 
in  battie  of  Li^rnita,  vi  65, 69, 70; 
has  command  of  half  the  force  at 
Torgau,  112,  118 ;  takes  a  wronir 
road,  116 ;  recovers  it  only  not  too 
late,  126,  127  ;  with  Friedrich  in 
Silesia,  183 ;  at  Camp  of  Bufflei- 
wits,  189  ;  winter  in  Breslau,  238 ; 
once  took  the  King  shaiply  at  his 
word,  546 ;  in  his  old  age  the  King 
tenderly  compels  him  to  sit  down 
in  his  presence,  546,  547:  men- 
tioned also,  639. 

Zimmermann,  Dr.,  ii.  608 ;  iii.  751  n. ; 
iv.  414 ;  at  Sans-Souci,  ri.  495, 
496 ;  sketch  of  his  life,  497-500,- 
Dialogue  with  King  Friedrich,  500- 
605 ;  attends  him  in  his  lastilbe^ 
687  ;  his  unwise  book,  688 ;  can  do 
no  good,  and  takes  himself  avar, 
691;  cited,  497  n. 

Zimmermann,  Hcrr,  the  poor  fad* 
napped  carpenter,  L  585. 

Zinnow,  Finance  Manager,  v.  524. 

Zinzendorf,  Count,  iv.  199. 

Zips  pledged  by  Sigismund  to  the  Po- 
lish Crown,  vi.  468;  taken  back 
again  by  mere  force,  469. 
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Zlsca,  risen  out  of  the  ashes  of  mur- 
dered Hu8g,  i.  177,  190 ;  ii.  445  ;  iU. 
/)10 ;  birth  and  burial  place  of,  577; 
Tabor  built  by,  iv.  82. 

Ziskowitz,  with  Daun  near  Olmutz,  y. 
299,  800 ;  Moeers  convoy  ruined, 
302-0^5. 

Zittau  burnt  by  the  Austrians,  v.  124. 

Zollner,  i.  477;  cited,  479  n.;  iii.221n.; 
iv.  175  n. 

Zomdorf ,  ii.  344, 848  ;  environs,  v.  824- 
826  ;  battle,  828,  841. 


Zuckmantel,  Moravian  town,  iii. 
294  n. 

Zweibnick,  Beichs  General,  v.  298; 
pushes  across  the  Metal  Mountains, 
846 ;  in  Pima  country,  846,  850 ; 
chased  by  Prince  Henri,  41 1 ;  again 
enters  Saxony,  508  ;  besieges  Dres- 
den, 518,  614-517  ;  hurries  off  for 
Toplits,  519  ;  broken  faith,  528  ; 
with  Daun  at  Bautzen,  587  ;  quits 
Dresden  on  the  approach  of  Fried- 
rich,  vi.  26. 


THE  END. 
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